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INDEX FOR ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


JANUARY — JUNE 1982 


The Index provides a cross reference in two 
categories: 


- Geographical and Organizational 
- Subject ; 


Stories are identified by a two-part numerical 
code. The first part indicates the month the 
item appeared, the second its sequence within 
that month's articles. 


CATEGORY I : GEOGRAPHICAL & ORGANIZATIONAL 


Countries 

International Organizations 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Roman Catholic Church 
World Christian Communions 
World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II : SUBJECTS 


Assemblies and Meetings 

Baptists 

Book Corner 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Church Leaders 

Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 

Communication 


Confessional, Denominational and Organizational 


Life and Structure 
Deve lopment 
Disarmament and Militarism 
Ecumenism 
Education 
Ethics 
Evangelism 
Faith and Order 
Family Life 
Financial Matters 
Festivals and Anniversaries 
Health and Healing 
Human Rights 
Human Settlements 
Inter-Church Aid 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
International Affairs, War and Peace (CCIA) 
Liberation 
Literature and Publications 
Liturgy and Forms of Worship 
Lutherans | 
Methodists 
Ministry | 
Miscellaneous 
Mission 
Mixed Marriages 
Orthodox 
Peace 
Personalities 
Presbyterians 
Race Relations 
Refugee and Relief 
Religious Liberty 
Social, Political, Economic and Legal 
Problems and Christian Action 
Spiritual Life 
Statistics 


Theology 


Transnational Corporations 
Violence Non-Violence 


Women 
WSCF 


Youth and Students 


YMCA 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC 

ACC § 
ACIS $ 
ANC : 
ARCIC 

CCA 

CCC 

CCIA 
CCMWE 
CEPPLE : 
CCPD : 
CCSA 


CEC 
CICARWS 


CIMADE 
CLAL : 
COCU : 
CODE 

CWME : 


ECLOF 3 
EDCS : 


EECMY 


EFECW 


All Africa Conference of Churches 

Australian Council of Churches 

Africa Church Information Service 

African National Congress 

International Anglican~Roman 
Catholic Dialogue Team 

Christian Conference of Asia 

China Christian Council 

Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs 

Churches Committee on Migrant 
Workers in Europe 

Conference of Protestant Churches 
in the Latin Countries of Europe 

Commission on the Churches' 
Participation in Development 

Christian Concern for Southern 
Africa 

Conference of European Churches 

Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service 

Inter-Movement Committee for Evacuees 

Latin American Council of Churches 

Consultation on Church Unions 

Committee on Development and 
Emergencies 

Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism 

Ecumenical Church Loan Fund 

Ecumenical Development Cooperative 
Society 

Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] 
Church Mekane Yesus 

Ecumenical Forum of European 
Christian Women 

Evangelical Church in Germany 

Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland 

End Loans to Southern Africa 

Free Church Federal Council 

Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front 

Federation of Protestant Churches 

Federal Republic of Germany 


Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches 


Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 

German Democratic Republic 

Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 

Instituto Superior Evangelico de 
Estudos Theologicos ~ 

Joint Working Group 

Lutheran Church in America 

Lutheran World Federation 

Middle East Council of Churches 

National Council of Churches in 
Christ in the USA 

National Christian Council of 
New Zealand 
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KEY TO. ABBREVIATIONS (continued) 


NGO : Non-governmental organizations 

NK F [Lutheran] Church of Norway 

PAC : Pan African Congress of Azania 

PCC : Pacific Council of Churches 

PCR : Programme to Combat Racism 

PEC i Polish Ecumenical Council 

PTE : Programme on Theological Education 

SACC : South African Council of Churches 

SCMP Student Christian Movement of the 
Philippines 

SWAPO g South-West Africa People's 
Organization ~ 

SSD : Special Session on Disarmament 

TNCs : Transnational Corporations 

UCA : Uniting Church in Australia 

UCMS : United Christian Missionary Society 

URC : United Reformed Church 

WACC : World Association -for Christian 
Communication — 

WARC : World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

WSCF : World Student Christian Federation 

YMCA : Young Men's Christian Association 

YWCA : Young Women's Christian Association 


Please note: 


_ECUVIEW and ECUTEXT titles are 
identified by inverted commas. 


CATEGORY I : GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Countries: 
ALGERIA 
Algeria-reconstruction ...eseseceeceecccce cc ccresereeeressccsscesscesesesseessesesccseresess ale pOeeao 
ANGOLA 
Angolan-relie£ 1... seereeeccvcscccecccoreveceses BARR ere tor rritc ea re rr or YI RR 
ARGENTINA 
Negotiate, churches urge Argentina, UK ......seeeeeeecsceecesccresecccccesenerceesecsecserers on ph. t 12 
"Argentine Church Reaction to Malvinas Situation" .......... Cerys Gc. sidis s cue 4 © pupae 
"A World Church Visit to Argentina” ........... ee toa tere aes ete Be $5 I eee a ec 05.47 
Churches react further on Falklands/Malvinas ..... Sarai steiclc wise eis 7eieig 0 oi els olstevenelulievenetersisierone irre, oes! 
Falklands/Malvinas reaction Continues ....-eeereeececerercrerereercesecsscecs We yeveusl eheus meataietors ‘acta 
AUSTRALIA 
Taiwan—~AuStraldaci aves. Sa scwweiierecisccccciaiidecsccscccscee AAR Ne BAERS Fic OO OIE UN DOROOS ower. 04.35 
ACC~Aborigines .....eee% SHEDS oc cstcce Derateainre aysrecciovs ones senien Sia it’s sigue mkese-s by a euaterenereee ee Ne a 
Austraifta=S .Africansen® me ideas hss isc es Ueiddas cece seccce Sr lial e lotel alive! atahetel Gosia cioneretetatenerene Sete. erates OS 
Australia Gays os .sccceececrcecrcccccsccccccccecere mois o Bisveveleleiersiele/srelerstole cialetels c1e sfeaarete eter ats a ore mecca ow bes 
AustraibasGhinas ison . featmeties +i. sss Wels Bit sis sc cists niscslone oleic Sfetckatslereleisns eretens state setts oteo 
Australia-Women ..e.scecccssccccccccccreccceescees widlelelelelole Giovoverslere acokelole ereieve ale’ sisicietels otenetemens Peete. OOTOS 
AUSTRIA 
"Austria's Polish Commumity"™ ......ccccccccececoes ys lean cree (£7395. aged. bas» eabdl.. aehetda- laaocagrObehs 
BRAZIL 
Brazi l=landoreformys’ - Ages ess oo decease cccesccesccsecnce big « bileustene sl aleueneneye Sone rere riecarsing 8h sexto}.5, 
Brazidrarfestitak .ksve cheude vat. +3... aM... ..0ees bee wat ire ee OF Pee. Teggste 
CANADA - , 
New eyes for the facts of life in the 1980S .....-.eeeeseresererereerers Mone wteas ss osceeee some bas 
Young Christians for Global Justice meets ..........+. Richeiehelolene iene. tevepaiegs yore evey Cisuotecciovenstemerel eters sonars s [02865 
CANACA-TSOLOI LV 04906 op ee oye c ce us Se mS R hie, i ete helene Sanne! eres Hawa aie © a0 atau hase anise ie eaenie ss ao2ek? 
Canada-ecumenical ......... a ererotatarajlestiaie sis. oteramten ecueisr spears PPE Rede rete eviatalele cr siekerarsveleie sisvoncieneters os Raa orve Olese 
“God ang COURLEY ssseses Li ee pee wi aie aie Wet veiw <oieines eta etc ee erain. bee Sie at ashlee arti emacs ree oe eS 
"Deep in a Process Bog” ....sesseseeeees A se tee aks ciecie S Oe dso eats Caprese gale Ger abeed es, Sa nena 03.48 
Sociologist: Canadians ‘unfocused’ in religion ......+eeeeereeererererereseeecererececes sgiettenGasas 
Canada-festlvale ccc es ees use ei saelecete BR A Ss icp era DOD ec DAD OOOO OOD DOU OIG Oocloe “oboe” Be ne a 04.77 
Canada-missilesS ... sc occcscceserccs Ber TE cote Sibcw ear ecatte oie. © ioushe)s cs ete hecel eer etal oneneneyeneremens ers: = ‘pplten tf anes 
Canada-banks ..... sitiete sash CNA IOC HORE RO POINT Wiehe fois \auereis tehlererereyeleus ee everecacere F tage ore 04.115 
Canada-stockholder ........... Witte lovers) «6 jenencdal Cheta sreteieRer es she's ieee ayer evals, sails ave, al leheiereusieteraierehevereie scenes adit t+ ambos bao 
Natives fault Canadian constitution on rightS ......-+-- Samiaie eres fits S cetielaeiath oo 5 ‘ sage. fUd—eb 
Canadian churches council assembles ........-. Seieisventeie cr cper Ate Re eee ee 03 HDG 3 
"Ecumenism in Canada" ...... TE ite 5 se ehadel Soeiene eiatetenetoysi.e vate BO rn OCICS Sa NORIO atic tanaotal 
Canada—peace |... 2+ a «ve os AG care Bre ee he aatate  wrere Sue acorns rt nttehbie ovis pies: scat ekstelenesy che reas teats - secakershoeoie ~ 74R06R45 
"Measuring Christianity in Canada" .......... odin OR ee una obs = Monee e qieee Otters Meus ete aia dase 06.40 
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CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


CHILE 
eC S tat Cie, nos ecoicus sci Seu sisisasinraleiscene oats sire Hock OP ORR siietelis Sls S 0s) s ose ew oie) Catal ee cies e's sles ie ere a! Sey 
CHINA 
Book on missionaries published by China .....c cc ccc ccc cece cece ee cceees Sele citi ty ith ie Rk RP 
US church council acts on China and US budget ........ £45 5G SEE 32 te RES ta ie SEL EASE LE RR: 
paperGhurch in’China”” 14.5.5 50.0.. HELPER SELES eee eres: SPEeeree es: AEP AS ERE LE CE POEL AE ELE 
PITA RG, | eo dplcrsnsutapisedys «ts seleinber Mk wetit sihadtie 5 45 5X 9 a6 6 5 5 FSC SE LARS IEE PSY Ve reorrats" ERR SESS ee Ar 
SENET SO GUSMA” crs ket aces is cbe EP REPRO SPACER EES EEE s ches SETS Tse BREN DER ECR Tea es Bo F py Fe 
PENS HCALNO LLC a csstectens ss Fae eee & we oA eee eek re aes Cee EEE ES oa eae Aas TNE RED hae Ch REE Ame Le 
BUStEAlea-Cnivia Sh se 5 woe es 993 950.45.45,' Ene tes os SESS OS SiS Tea e NEE OS STS EES TSS S CEU S754 5 SM 
CUBA 
CMG A=T ODO Titel sks 4s p.s\0.4. 5.00 0.9 91326 5/9 gio 0 pi Site) ah als’ stay oiipl supl wet a eiidriei/o aie eo a: wal a Peer Vee reer ee eee aeons oes LAIN 
CYPRUS 
Holy Land ecumenical cooperation endorsed ..........20- Btsleh oi atete a atelottetsicts aie sievehartictets Pie ere eneiee s Nae 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Reports reflect Czech church difficulties ........ tnseue s SREB TRONY. BvOsgil ex. baxpenos eB. eba9.4 
COS Ld Be ad es shad 6 th sae eek AAR hd OTe ORR AAD OdEE ESO Ae cc PP eee Re hoeveges LRA Bog 
DENMARK 
DEER SAUER IOU cnn Caen e COW Rea kwh eae a ae eee reer rere ey TeTTTT Te rerrer eases’ BHLANSHS DS: 
EGYPT ; 
Egypt-release ...... Sale) > 9 0.0 sie sie.8 consists) eta leste) aietelensist tsi si AdAaaA OG AS DAG and Sane SS Oe oe iy ee ee 
Be Oi MOT MOT ta. s,s .¢ 5) aiel'sis: suse lace ier eiech osie\isis #6 a: eusilete ey at atetios cite sisucV sustouedeua wie Sensis Us sexiensteten aie duecehnee ateyp pick ens avscs Aue 
RPYDtK Ere AdSel. Us sievsis s eiete cts «8s So GOO ea AA eee Sige AeMe (shove! S.sbbit heuéie skstausucewushareasia akeueed 5 
EL SALVADOR 
Church meeting faults Poland, Salvador, US ........... Batats Sea terer ss Ste ensteha ec an ae hears Sates aes are Sates t 
Church people react on Salvador elections aid ........eceece eee Pate Mia te Pa BPP Bons ee ees 
Salvadoran RC bishops again support election .........06. vee ees TSSVANWUSEEOSS EES robsri s&: lar 
US church figures: end Salvador military aid .........cecececes SSWSR PE SSSSRSSUS IS TSSS5 ¢ enada sei 
"Salvadoran Refugees in the Firing Line” .........ccccceccesccces PeSSSSSSES552555502085 BRARUTS 
VTiie? situation .in El. Salvador!v.s..ss sees ess eens <3 USTED EWESS SSSSESTASSSHRS DES SST OF tedaiulss 
Dutch journalists' death in Salvador decried Pate a a LSELRCEST CREP SUE RELE ieee se Dae ae 
UN new coordinator for Honduras refugee work .......sese0ee8 ade (alin sc auatiet shes ag ielisigua @) untae eos ts MRO < | 
LS SED OREO ES Stk SIS MRR babel bb pel dh Pedic diced bial ietind Stinbs ontiee aaty eae ene CeerOreR Agtacintocin genres ase es oH 
BAB AP OGOLAN REC U CCR Oa sed oo dh b See ee SE TN Se ese Aeeeae ss Paseo ee ese tek eh sk baa ces es + oe te % 
ETHIOPIA 
"Ethiopia-Revolution and the church" ........... FARGRGSS SSe50054 sGRsteskes STRRLS Oe eens se thtie’ 
Charch leaders! trial, postponed ,indefinitely...iiacacicac> ferememil: of: eandass alle taste caleviad dec 
SES se a a a ne ee ie og Riek ae eee ee eee ee ee ste e oes Remeiewer 
FALKLAND ISLANDS (Malvinas) 
“Argentine Church Reaction ’to Malvinas Situation" ..... geeitetrerer orisiser Larcker ee ees owe - 
"UK Church Reaction to the Falklands Situation" ........... eins Sh SOEG COS eee Np eee Sta ae ete see 
Church reaction grows on Falklands/Malvinas ........seseeeees were Cee Tee eee TeTeT tt ey: 
Gharohessresct further on Falk lands/Ma ving: ss ste sities ctels'sles ss's'e ss sslasln a ole G aele wes Sande pp kL 2 
"Church to Church in the Falklands/Malvinas Crisis" .........ceeeee- ies at Peace, ee 
Falklands/Malvinas reaction continues ....... oo x oe Lee TUT Treks oy cic 4 ce wes were 
FIJI : 
Churches to work for nuclear free Pacific ......... Sletarctetensrone cttie state eens ene erst aie each eae fers Se 
FINLAND 
Prosyletism discussed by Finnish church reps ......... Poe ee ee neers Si ie ee = ecu ce ic eee ee 
Peace, rights, development on Finnish bishops' agenda ........ccccccccccccccccccccccecevece ey 
Bishops' programme prompts discussion ......... efeerrverterseretersrres serzerrereses: FAST Sees f 
Finland-broadcasting ........ cUSteietrreezerrees eeeeerereerererss Perererresrserrs {freer ers ets 
Pen lana=Chorch"workstieresissreteesitiriereserseereer es Sereatleesies SRST LESS SPS heave wee ee eee 
Betsinks. Act=chure hy sos) gunue PP gs Ce er ne ee ee ee ee Tick VEC EERE. . 
FRANCE 
Interfilm honours French, DDR films .......cc cece ccc ccc eaedes eiciostdo loko int irda a ai aoe te ara tei, 
FEanCGSi tit SPARC Se SSS 4394 9 SSS TS Ee She eee oe ee reve er ts NEESER te oe the pi cerhethdey cee sedest 


FPrance=REEGEmedr Rete se Leee ee sere se PTSURR eee eecrt nts: F Peri reterereeteer. éo-t hee tre or et et: 
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CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


GERMANY 
DDR-BRD Wo: casretsterer PS SER AB o. cot ae 
DDR-disarmament ........ srakeke siaimncdctee<pekotara vere? aera ls a kelehe 
Interfilm honours French, DDR films .........+.+. NSH sik: KON INIT LI RE Hin Keohane ee pi seas 
BRD-foreign ... 
GDR church execs: 3 choices possible on military service ...-.-.+eeee. 
GDR-FRG . ; 
Peace patch ban protested in GDR ..ceeeeseeeeces 
Namibia-German ..... 
GOR-LUuther secs c sees cc 
Church warns on peace movement ........-. 
FRG-women .. 
FRG=SsALrica cient cee aa} aye! stelia) ellale'(e] o eife) fatareverer sielatelete/<tsleie 

"Serving Peace with and without WEBDOLS — os slew aes so» digo 6.0 a0 4 aS RtaEHAE SSIS Wale alere eis wate Riete M euanetare’ ec pteters 

GHANA 
Ghana-church farming ...... AA erp eer eee Mote Ls 
Ghana ends sponsored religious programmes .....-.eseeeees 
Ghana-appeal .. 


e@oreeveeeoe eo eee e@oee 
ceeoveeveereeoeeee eee eer eee e eee ee © eoceeeeseeee eoeeereeeeee 


eceoernoeeereeea eee eee e eee eee oeeee @ eeeoeeveeoer ee eeee eee eeeeeeee eooceeeeeoceoeaereeeeseeoereeeeesese 


eeceoevreereeeee eee eee ee eceeoeeevees eeceereeveeeee 


e@oerereereeoereeeeeeseeeoeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeereeeeeoereeeeee eee eee eoeeereeceeeeeee ee eee 


@eeevereeeeeeveesee eee eeeeee eee eee eeeseeoeeeeeeee eve oe e@ceoeeereee ere oee eee eevee 


eereereeeeeee ee eee eeeereeeoee ee ee eee eeeeeeeereseeee eee eee 


e@oereereoereeer ee eee eveeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeee eee eceoeeereereoereeeeeeeeseereeeeeeeeeeseeoeeeeeeeeee 


eoeoeeereeeoerereee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeveeeee eee eo 


eeceveeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee eee eo @ 
eeoereereeeeeoeeeeeeeeereee eerste ese eeevee eee 
eeeceeerer ee eos e@eeeeeseoeaeeeee eeeoereveeeveevees eee 


GREECE 
Greece~Marrlage ..cecccseccccvcceenss 
Greek-bishop .. 
Greece-marriage ........-. iy eS 
TEONOCLaSt NINE LLStS sss soe 0 wee sania ee © se as 
Greece protest ...... 


GUATEMALA 
Jesuit-Guatemala .........e. 


HAITI 


e@oeoeeeeveeeeeoeve eeeoereereeeeeereee ee eeeeereeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeree eee 


eececeoeeeeoececeeeeeeeeoereeeeneeeeoeseeoeeeeeeeeeeeeoevreeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerseeeeeeoee tee 


e@coeeeeeee eee eeeee eee ee eee eeeee ees eereereereoeeeeoeeec eee eeee ee eeoeoes 


eoeoereerereeoeee ee ever eeeeeeeneeeeereee ee eee eereereseeeeeeee 


e@eeteereereeceoeveeeeeereeeeeeeeeee*seeeeooeeeee ee eee 0 & eeceeeceoeoeeoereeeteoereeseeeeee ee 


eoeceereoeceereereoereereeeeeot oe eevee eseoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeee ose eee 


Haiti-El Salvador......... 


eoeeceoeeeoeeeoeeeeneeveeeoeeeeeeeeseeoeeeoeveeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeteeeeestese tee 


US-Haitians eeccvoeeeeveveree eo eevee eaeeeeeeeeeee ee 822222 © 


e@eetreereereoeeeeeeoeoeee 


US=refugees wccceccccccccccccccesccccccces 


eoeceeeoereeeereoevreeveeescneeeeeee2eee2e7 8287297882222 eeeeeee ee ee 


Haiti-Lutheran 


eeceoeveeeoeeoeeeeveeeeeereeeeeeeeoeeeereeeeeeoeeseeeeeseeeveeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeeeeeee eee 


HONDURAS 
UN new coordinator for Honduras refugee Work ....ceccecrccsceccccccccccrccccecscccessssececece 


HONG KONG 
"Proclaiming Christ in Solidarity with the Poor” ....sesseeesscccecccccccccreccceceveresecens 


HUNGARY 
"Christian-Marxist Relations in Hungary” .....ccccccccccccccccccccccsesesessesceresesscsscces 
Hungary—base ...ceseeoe 
Hungary-relations ....cccccccccccccc ccc crs ses cn cess sense crease sesssesseeesesnsvecesesensseees 
Socialist-women 


evoceeeceeoeeeeeoeeoee oe eee eeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeee eee 


eceoeeeeoereoeeoeeeeeoe eee eereeeeeereeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeree ee eeteeeoeoeeeseeeeeeeeseeeeeeee eee 


INDIA 
India separatism . 
India-ecumenical ...... 
India-Orthodox .... 
India-caste ... 
India-nuclear ...... 
Indian attacks prompt church council concern ........+...- 


IRELAND 
Irish church women ask their Sisters tO Pray ..ceeeeeeceveceseeavesrcecssrersseresesessceseces 


eccecceecee eee sree eee eee e eee oe eee eeoseeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeseeeeeeeseeHeeseeeeeeeee 


SSCS HSCSSESAHSCSEECSESCESHOCHEOC ESOS A CES ED GO OS CS & CC OF SE OS 6) 6 (0 (0) O'S S1E'S 9S 98 F188) 6 ors © 
: 


CSCC SCHO KOSS CECE SC SOSH SCHSCSTOHTEHCO HS HOKTHEHECH SO CSCHSOBECCHS HCC TESST HE CSCO CCHS SEH HHB SCE eH EHO OHO eS 


SPOS EeeCESS CEE EH CECE EOCEECESCEEOSED CHEESE OU CO COCA SC Ce Oe OS 0 66 SS 8S C'S O10) 66 2 0 Sie 2 ie eee 


eoeceoee eee oer eee eee seeeeeseesn eset eeeeeseesteteeerneseeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeesF eee ee & 


eecoreocoereesee eee eeeeeereeeeeeeoree eee 


Ireland-worship ......+.- 


e@eeeeeereeereeeeeeeoeee 


° 
eoeoeereene eee eee eee eeeereeeereeereeeeeereeeeen see ee eeesre 


Neolreland-gay ...-cccerercces 
Ireland divorce .... 


Ireland-Anglican 


ITALY 
‘Common Understanding’ seen on church uMity ....eseceeeececeeeceserees 
Italy-ecumenical ...... alate ate tite 
Latin Protestants of Europe confer .....eseeeresereccees 
"Comiso Conference Protests Missile Base" .....sseseeeeseee 


eeceoeceeeoseeereereereoereeeeeeeeeveeeeseeeeeeeeeeee eee ee eee 


eoeoereneeoere ese ee eeeneerereeee reer eee eeee eee 


JAMAICA 


Jamaica-Morovian .......... et oe eee e ggere auats Molt c.cieieit ote Witte cereconeterenatel sts 


ecoseeeeeereceeaeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer eee eee es 


ececeveoeeeseeeeeo ee eee eee 
e@ooereereeeeeereeee eevee eee 


eoeevereeeaoeereeeeeeereee eee 
eeteceeereeeeteeeeteoere see eee 


eoereoererereoeee eee ee ee eee e 


eeeeeeoeee eee ee ee eeseree 


03.55 
04.119 
05.87 


04.86 
04.123 
05.04 
06.38 


05.15 
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JAPAN 
"The Role of Religion ‘and Minoritids” +. ss. cose ee cron i A ated esi we ke Se aac Wiese 
Ecumenical protests mark Japanese 'Foundation Day' ............. ee eee eee ve whee ot 
“Japanese Church Confronts State Shintoism" ......... EL er ee re er Sr ce eee LY ME ee PA 
Japa CiuLcnes COUNLil Upposes Waredead lait SPSS rire et erie ens Mos ineseb aang 
PEPIN CONGUE. Su ptr eras orcs conten s cece ets B Cacenaceteacae SUylenerevsiio seo) stale sissies Gea ese er stale alee Se wa © KE a ete oi 


Japan Christians in war memorial protest ...... addddiddddda. Hiddds. id. dodgy. Sedl Sls Bie. 
Uae Ane A URN OS Tae AI * 60s 6.98 An 0 tas a 6 6 + 6 5 09 weseauacencee te dds). ddI OT. el Ske 


KAMPUCHEA ; 
WCC aid administrator leaves Kampuchea ........... sicistetn ceded Manse nade acd stb Nek tr sera ngns sek cx oubasa ansoterasicaretrenoen 


KENYA 
Pea ADM LAA LCR ERLE eae un h uacns Nun ah Maa Hes ten akin d's s netocc cuaecen cna fRbs6aTE 
Oe BEEBE A Th ce toe oe oe alate ee All Atala Ste SHAME HHH EHH ARs hee dae Hide Hb. HOR. SUOUE Ee £ 
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World Christian Communions 
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World Council of Churches 
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Assemblies and Meetings 
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Book Corner 
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Church Leaders 
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This is part one of the index. Part two appears in the next EPS. 


Stories are identified by a two-part numerical code. The first part indicates the 
month the item appeared, the second its sequence within that month's articles. 


ECUVIEWS and ECUTEXTS are in inverted commas. 


Category 1: Geographical (Regions Countries) 


Regions 

AFRICA 

South Africa-editor  ----------------------------~~--~~~~~~-~-~~-~~-------~---- 07.09 
South Africa-attack ~----------------~--~------------~--~-----~~-~---~-~-------- Ode LA 
Africa-rights ---------------------~~-~----------~--~---------~------~--------- 07.20 
White church apartheid stand prompts criticism ------------------------------ Ot »3 3 
UK churches act on S. Africa divestment --------------------------------~~--- 07.44 
Healing archbishop relieved of post ----------------------------~-----~~-------- 07.46 
Zaire-Presbyterian ~------~--~------~--~--~---~---~-~----~---~---------------------- 07.49 
Seeing theology in the ‘struggies of the people"  =---—-------------------..—.--=> 07.66 
Zambia-schools ---~----------~-------~-~-~-----------------~-~-~---~~------------ Oy arg 
Namibia-challenge -~-----~----------------~---~-------------~-~-~--------------- 07.79 
Angola-war ---------------------------------------------------- ------ -------- Q7.85 
Nigeria-women -------~--~~-----------------~-----------~----------------------- 07.88 
wine role of the church in the S. African struggle”  ------------------------- 07.94 
5-church S. Africa covenant up for vote ----------------------------~--------- 07.101 
Delegation 'snubbed" by Lesotho council --------------------- capil x untiae once lamamcicpasoolenied 08.10 
"Ecumenism in South Africa" ------------------------------------------------- 08.23 
Tutu-passpoOrt err rrr nnn nn nn nnn nnn nn nnn en ee $= - - = = - = = - = -- 08.45 
Nigeria-handipped ---~--~------------------------------------------------------ 08.58 
Tuturde gree ser rn nn rrr rn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nnn nnn nn nnn 5 = = - = = = - == + 08.59 
Uganda-~archbishop  ~--- 922 n nnn nnn nnn nnn + - - - - - - - - = - - - - - - = ++ 08.61 
Congo-ecumenical ---- 9-92 - nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn $$ - = = - - = - 5 = - = = = = ++ 08.63 
Lebanon, Namibia, ecumenism on Lutheran committee agenda -------------------- 08.69 
Namibia church seen near split ---------------------------------------------- 08.70 
Tutu-Middle East 9 ------------------------------------------------------------ 08.73 
Ghana-reaction 9 nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nn ne = - $5 5 - +--+ +--+ + 08:78 
Lesotho-warning qtr rrr rrr nnn nnn nnn nnn nn en - - + = = = = = 08.80 
SA apartheid in Reformed agenda --------------------------------------------- 09.01 
Africa-independent ---------------------------------------------------------- 09.10 
"Singing a new song in Zimbabwe" -------------------------------------------- 09.20 
"The church and the liberation struggle in Namibia" ------------------------- 09.24 
Africa-assassination --------------------- 3-2 -------------- --- ----- - - - ------- 09.41 
African church leaders learn management skills ------------------------------ 10.37 
Aicica-independent ---------------------------------------- 2-2 11.119 
ASIA 

Indonesia-ban  ----<+--------------~-------------- ~~~ ~~ ee 08.31 
KRorea-US wr nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nn ne = - = - = = = - 5 ee 08.47 
Orthodox-China. . ---2r nese errr ree nnn wren wee en een we won oe ee ee ee ee 08.56 
moi a, Disbops urge government action. <<2<9—cee-omemweeseceeweenewccecen ween ne 08.68 
Vietnam-RC. -------------~--------------+~- +--+ +5 ee ee 08.76 
Burma-church role =----------------------------------------+-- ~~ ++ -e 08.89 
Taiwan meeting ‘unprecedented! ------------------~-~-----~-----~~~-- ~~ ee 09.02 
"Solidarity fund' proposed for theological education <------------------------ 17 
CARIBBEAN 

Jamaica-Rastafarianism ---------------------~--~-~---------~-- 09.15 
Guyana~problems  ----------------~---------~-~~~~~ ~~~ ee ee 10.59 


Caribbean council gets new general secretary  - 7 rrr t enn ee ee + ew 


EUROPE 7 

Europe-Pentecost --- nn nnn nn nn nnn nnn en ~~~ Meiee Bae aes = ge oe ek are 07.21 

European groups get 23 WCC anti-racism grants -------------------------------. 09.31 

European-consultation  ------------------------~---- === - +--+ eee POpeas 

Global perspective urged for West European church <---------------~-------0--8 10.79 

Europe~Baptist  ------- 99 nnn nnn 1. 33 

The Task of the churches in Western Europe" ------------—------------~~------ 11.66 

LATIN AMERICA 

Latin America-Evangelicals -------------~-~----------------------------------~- 07.105 
November inauguration set for Latin American council ------~---------------~~. 08.08 

LetinvAmerican Council gpte¢hurcthpsinausurat ad <¢ime~pee =< mtn wetne au ae 11.100 
Datin American’ church a@semb ly) speaks; + eater soem mcemaee researc senmedne ean eee 12.02 

MIDDLE EAST 

"Middle East messages" ----------------------------~~----~-~--~-~------ ~~~ 07.29 

“Tasks for the church in the Middle East crleta” “otes]=]-eeeee= === =e eee ea 07.91 

Tutu-Middle East --------------------------------------~-- (een nanan --------- 08.73 

Patriarchs-Middle East ---------------------------------~~~--------- ~~~ 08.92 

Church leaders meet with Jewish, Palestinian reps.  <-<--------------~---~---~-- 09.05 

Gospel reaction urged to Middle East events -------------------~---------~~-~- 10.40 

NORTH AMERICA 

N. America-membership ~-----------------------------------------~+------------- us OP ie 

"Letter from New York" Se eel ne Ln ne eo eee 07.108 
Media and Third World people church consultation theme ---------------------~ 08.06 

US*church reps, critique Reader's Digest article  qcor ret eneeneweweeeresacrs a4 08.07 

US-ad§  -m rm n nnn nn nn nnn nnn nnn ee 08.14 

World Reformed Council meets -----------------------------~---~----~---~~------ 08.39 

Korea-US wr nn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nn en 08.47 

Company~Satanism -----------~--~~------------------------------------- +--+ ~~~ 08.74 

Moravian-US  ------~----------~---=------~~---------------- ~~ 08.81 

Handicapped-US --------~-----~------~--~--~-----------------~-~-~------~----------- 08.82 

Arts in the church --------------------------------------------~------------- 08.93 

US Anglicans, Lutherans asked to share eucharist <-<----------------~-----.-.- 09.04 

US-unchurched --------------~----~-----~--------------------------------------- 09.12 

Church racism grants to N. America, New Zealand, Australia ------------------ 09.30 

PACIFIC 

"Jesus Christ, life, and traditional cultures" ---------------------~-------- 07.97 

Staff cut at Pacific churches conference <-------------------------~----~----- 08.05 

Polynesia-unclear -------------------------------------------------- +--+ - ~~ - 08.71 

Polanesian Evangelicals: end French nuclear tests  --------------------------- 11.36 

Countries 

ALBANTA 

"Albania and religion" ---------------------------------------------------.-- rT?S6 

ANGOLA 

Angola-wWar  ~ mtn nnn nn nnn nn nn nn nn nn  - - - - - - -  - - - = = - +--+ 07.85 

Angola-kidnap ------~--------------------------------------------------------- 11.15 

ARGY™TINA 

"Reflecting on the Falklands/Malvinas crisis" -------------------------~------ 08.20 

"Church letter on the Falklands/Malvinas" ----------------------------------- 08.65 

Argentina-~RC bishops speak ---~--~--------------------------------------------- 09.18 

Argentina-church ~------------------------------------------------------------ Listkl 

AUSTRALIA 

Australia church: Aborigine progress or no bicentennial -------------------- 07.03 

Australia-dialogue ---------------------------------------------------------- 07.16 

Australia~Aborigines seek world church aid  ---------------------------- a OPIS? 

Ecumenical visitors react to Australia ---------------------~----~-~----------- 07.102 
Australian council supports Aborigines --------------------------------- women 607.103 
Church action urged on indigenous land rights ------------------------------- Lb 
"Land rights for indigenous people - challenge to churches ------------------ 08.34 

Anglican-aborigines ----------------------~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 08.83 

Church racism grants to N. America, New Zealand, Australia 9 <<--<<-<----<.<..-.. 09.30 


AustYdlitea churches hold conference’ on disarmament * * -<*=<<cee<- ecco eeeeeue 09.50 


Australia-Palestine --------------------------------------------------------- 09 

"Smelly animals in the ark" --------------------------------~----------------- 10 

Australia-census  ----------------------------------------~- ~~~ ~~~ ee 12 

AUSTRIA 

Austria-Czechoslovakia  ------------------------------~--~---~--~---------~----~- sei 
Austria-Lutheran ------------------------------------------------------------ 12 

BOTSWANA 

Botswana-ecumenical  ------------------------------------- +--+ ee eee eee 11 

BRAZIL 

Brazil-sentence  --------------------------------------- ee ee ee 07 

Brazil-military  -------<------------------------------------~ ~~~ -- ee 08 

Brazil-discredit  ------------------------------------------------------------ 09 

Brazil-church/state --------------------------------------~------------- +++ 09. 
Brazil-Lutheran  ----3------99 3-3-9 $= - - - = - = - ++ 10. 
Brazil-security -----------9- 9-2 ---- $= = + - - - -- - 11 

Brazil-Lutheran  ---------------------------------- == -- - = = - = = = = - +--+ 11. 
CANADA 

Anglican-seals  --------------9-- 9-92-93 --- - - - - - - ee ee 07. 
N. America-membership  ------------------------------------------- +--+ +--+ +e 07. 
World Reformed Council meets -----------------------------------=-----=---- +--+ 08. 
Lutherans urged to welcome 'BEM'  -------------------------------------------- 08. 
Canada-apology wr rr rrr rrr nn nn rn ee ee ee + 09. 
SA Apartheid on Reformed agenda  --------------------------------------------- 09. 
Lutheran Federation's policies criticized ------------------------------~----~-- 09. 
"Letter from Toronto"  ------------------------------------------------------- 09. 
Canada Lutheran 99ers ne = TP! 
Canada-S. Africa qr erm nn nr nn nn ee re = = + 11. 
Canadar-nuclear 9 errr rr rrr rr rr = 11. 
"Letter from Toronto”  -----------9 92-9222 ee = +++ 23 
CHILE 

Chile-unemployment $ -----------99----2 22-22-00 ---------- == - = = - $+ 09. 
Chile-torture  -------nn nn nnn nn nn en nn + 14 
CHINA 

Orthodox-China -------------------------------------------------------------- 08. 
"Liberation Theology: a Chinese perspective" ------------------------------- 09 

"On reporting Christian activities in China" -------------------------------- 09. 
China-church ----9 nee nnn nn nn nr nn nn 5 == = 10. 
"China's new constitution" -------------------------------------------------- LQ. 
"Rethinking church unity in Hong Kong" -------------------------------------- 11. 
"Chinese Christianity since 1977"  ------------------------------------------- 1 Lis 
China-radig nner nmr nn ee ere en = 12s 
CONGO 

Congo-ecumenical --- 9 en nnn nn nn nn nn nn ne nn nw nn nn 08. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Czechoslovakia-visas ~~~ - serra nee 07 

ee me OS CA ae Ee ye re ee a a a ee NE OEE ee er ee 08 

ce COD BED VORA Ome nee ee a Se ol 08. 
ET echostovakie—-KC--————- =~ ee ee ee See — SEAR — A e See ee 09. 
CPC-UN ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 10. 
Bezeehoslovakia-chureh) state ~ Se SSS See Se ee Se eS SSeS SSS See == 10. 
RS GE A OCHO. OY ai A ne mm cn mer nn Fo a a a a es a eo ee me we 14%, 
DENMARK 

Denmalkevad?o><——<———<<— ee ne ee ee ee er en ee are em ae 08. 
ee ee ee ne ae ee an 08. 
ee ee te ey Ee ee ree ates rw te ee ee Ce Oh mr ee ee ee 10. 


Se eS eG ee ee ae we ae er ee a a Ea ee ee re a te 12. 


- 88 
235 
20 


113 


- 13 


54 


63 


54 


a] 
60 
42 
65 
82 
113 


12 
13 
28 
46 


EL SALVADOR 


PO RRR CED CF Bl AMC POC. m ei ene ee ee ae ea ee er iri ance wine eee 08.62 
"Death=flight!~.------------- rrr ren nee e nee e seen 555-555 — 55-5 55s 10.09 
El @alvyadore-chatget--e< ren <8 Ke He 8 Re se ee RS SRE eR RRR E SR ae a a Sa Bele 10.68 
bp RE WE Tet Yt STs) Masha batantunretaalmalimas caster tert esis or ond man a rine ag ln a leg ang ae god ic oatee dh alin ae gla So 11.47 
Religious leaders fault Central America policy  ----------------------------- Tero 
ETHIOPIA 
EC hl La Te port mmm mr i ee a a ee a ON nin ee oe wo ic ORS S | 
ECQh2 Opi o— 1. Le a8 Crp mn nin a a ne ae ae ee ine or 10.66 
EtRLop ia pr i Sr mmm nic i a a am Om ne re a a a we A ee 


FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS) 


WCC committee okays 2 public statements  ------------------------------------- 08.03 
Runcie-Falkland/MalvinasS  ----- 93-99 - enn rr nn nn ~608.15 
"Reflecting on the Falklands/Malvinas crisis -------------------------------- 08.20 
"Church letter on the Falklands/Malvinas" ----------------------------------- 08.64 
Nake fi 

Staff cut at Pacific churches conference  -----~-- 9 nnn nner enn ee 08.05 
FINLAND 

Finland-primate  --- rrr n rrr rn rn nn ne ee eee OF2.45 
Finland-president cre rrr rr rrr nnn rrr nn nn eee een ene 07225 
Finland-peace qr rrr rrr rr ee ee 07.26 
Finland-ordination errr renee nee nnn ee 07.27 
Finland-children ---3r qn errr nnn nn ne eee eee 09.39? 
Finland-elections  ---9 eer ee ee nn nn nnn nnn nr sn ee enn een enn nnn ae 10.85 
Finland~collection rere terre r rn nnn nnn nnn en nn ee en se ee ee 10.86 
Finland-doctrine ..---- seen nn ne nn en ee eee 10.87 
Finland-pasto0rs qe rere rrr rrr ne nn en en een ene 10.89 
Finland-friendship ------- nnn nnn nn nn nn ee = 10.08 
Finland-refugees  ----r rrr nn nn ee v2.65 
Finland stax ear esr ersten renner ne ee eee ee ashe eee == 12.66 
Finland-women  ---- renner nn rn rn nn en en en nn nn nnn ee = 12.92 
Finland-peace ----------------------~----------------------------------------- 12.7% 
Finland-survey  ---- rrr nen nn ne nn = iad 5 
FRANCE 

Europe’ ent'e COs CPH = 3 = a 6 eae Se ee ES Ee EES << SS SSS SSE ES SSS SESS eee a eee 07.24 
France=Tadio 9 eres emer me marten eee ee ees eee eee eee eee see ee seesaw nen en eens sewn OJ oe 
FLanCe-prizZe eer remem rr rr ne ee ee mn ene enn nn nn en = = = 07.58 
Gospel reaction urged to Middle East eventS  ------9------ 9-H nnn nn nnn n= 10.40 
France-lifestyle  ----m rrr rr nn rn nn nn nn nn ne = 1 es eh 
France-eucharist qq een nn nen nn ne en on en wn enn nen 11.56 
PLAICE CULV CY 5 a ae ee rr ah ree en ee er ee 11.64 
NO “Pen eet e ee eS 8 8 SS a ee aan eee a ane eee 11.88 
BD Be is seed fo I ae haan eye bal te inden dere ten bins ms ne clndioninntinsgina echs Sqbaa dass aie SA 
GERMANY 

GD Ree a Cee ei i i et a 0 ea ee 07.06 
FRG eS Oe oe ee oe eS RRS Re SR ew eRe Ree een Se ee ea See 07.43 
Overseas’ Charch audits suspended after.protest) ( ----—— 9939-9 - <S2 ee 07.69 
DDR i 6k a a a a a a a a aa 07.81 
FRGsimmigr ation, . western ren nme nner n en nene enn ereer reer osco ress rete 07.86 
GDR<LUGHET «Rete nnR mmmmmmmemenmmmmnmamemnrmemnimnmmiemrianian wm war tar Salton Be aren SS 08.16 
GDR—ba pti sO. err ners e renner n ener ener een << <9 eens == 09.26 
GDR synod considers peace symbol, issues  ----9 reer rn enn nnn nnn nnn nena 10.78 
Chu ROD TEA CC... SR AAR RRA SARS AAR AI Oe 11.83 
GDR=ban) meena name nmmememrenesses= <oSer es sserrto-res 11.108 
GHANA 

Ghana Oat h8 mmr an a ew ww wm ee ne 07.75 
Ghana-reactlon rrr rr ee nnn nena 08.78 
Rawlings-priesthood. . -----r rere ern rr een n erence neem ene reese —57 09.56 
Ghane~ Sup p Ort... Armaan nnn Rene ern ere snn =e See tet 09.58 
Ghana-resignation | ---- errr rrr enn ere nseeseessneenn n-ne <r re> 09.87 


Ghana Presbyterians appeal to government  -e<<3<<- <<< seen eee ese e en eae === 11.41 


GREECE 

PR a eo a el os oa 2 ooo on wh ws oe we ee ee aan ane 07.83 
Se TCL ae ae 2 se a 0 a oo wn es le wwe eee eee en ks 4 the did 
GUATEMALA 

Guatemala-Norway ----------------------~------- wpe nnn nn - - - - - - - + 09.92 
Guatemala-peasants  ---~-<<--~-~--~~-~~ ~~ ~~~ Vig 9 
VUBCOMOE eS $i 220 8o Ode CNC hinst 6.8.8 6.0 1.0 Bee min wine i mame a es oe es i i ee ten 11.106 
"Reflections on a Central American journey" --------------------~~~--~.-~~-__- Lilet 23 
Serer finds Tights Violations in Guatene ls ama wee eee tae Be A NG: 
PEGMERMS LE MOSSSCTCS detail | Swimwear mn ww ee mee ee 12.49 
Guatemala-Evangelical ----------~------~--~~~~--~-~~~- ~~ 12.59 
HAITI 

Peeita today. S=S2hh- OR Wie K OU ese See A en ee eee eee Oe 08.94 
HUNGARY 

ecumenism add the Church in Socialist countries" -----~---~=--.{~-............ 07.67 
Hungary-church/state -----~---------------~-----------~-~-~--~~-- ~~~ 10.26 
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Nicaragua-church/state  -----------------------------~--~~--------------+-----~-- 08.55 
Nicaragua-message -----------------------------~~ ~~~ ~~ eee 08.77 
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Norway court ousts pastor over his abortion protest ------------------------- 123,33 
PALESTINE 

Australia-Palestine --------------------------------------------------------- 09.88 
Palestinians-homeland ------------------------------------------------------- Lodi od a 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


South Africa-editor  --- errr ren nn nn ee ee = 07.09 
South Africa-attack qwrt r mmr nn nr nn nr en nn ee ee ee = 07.17 
White church apartheid stand prompts criticism ------------------------------ 07.33 
UK churches act on S.Africa divestment  ----------------------=------ =e 07.44 
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A: Christian organisations and traditions 
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WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
AR LRTI SCE A nn ee tse tener ee EE eT NO 12.41 
ee SLA TRE eee nr rn errr ene ea ene ee rN Ae TS Me eT 12.61 
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
YM/YW-prayer ------ = rn ne en a 11-77 
YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
Mord YWCAtaeEs On Lebandn, thanking ;-stalt-resi- ena tion ene a ee ER 07.45 
World iYWCA sponsors \Right s Consult ation nm nn ne rn rn nr nn 10.77 


I i nt etre nr a a ee ene te eek a Lif? 
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Other Organisations, Religions, Movements 


HINDUISM 
"On witnessing to Hindus" ---------------------—----~==----~-----—--------- === == +--+ +--+ +--+ 08.95 
"The Church in the midst of Hinduism" ---------------------—~---—~---—-----------------------.- 09.47 
ISLAM 
Nigeria - Muslim -----------—-----——----------- --- —— = === === -- == == 5 = 5 == === =~ 5 === == 09.54 
Nigeria Christian grouping: end Muslim church attack ------- Fn nnn nn nn 12.34 
MORMONISM 
Mormons-Christian --oqt tn nn en nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nn nnn nn 5 5-5 = = 5 = 5 === + 10.91 
UNITED NATIONS 
Religious groups mark UN disarmament session -----------------------— eR aor Steno a Nhe 07.02 
Church reps review UN session on disarmament --~----------------------------~~~~-~----~~---------- 07.34 
UNGWCC morn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn 07.42 
"Reflections on SSD II" -------------------=------------------ 5-5 = nnn 07.95 
"Letter from New York" -------------------~~-~-----=---~------ =~ ---- == ------5-------------=-- 07.108 
WCC committee okays 2 public statements -----------------------------~---------~--------------- 08.03 
UN-human rights --- renner nnn nnn nnn nn nnn 5 == === == 08.79 
CATEGORY III: TOPICAL 
ALCOHOLISM 
Alcoholism-church -----------------------------------=---5--------- ~- +--+ - +--+ 5+ 09.85 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
Philippines-arrests --------------------------------------—-- --- ------------------------------- 12.18 
APPOINTMENTS 
Caribbean Council gets new General Secretary ----------------------------------------- -- +--+ bid 1/06 
Namibia-council ------------------------------------------------- = ++ +--+ -- 5+ = =e i-- 1T74 
India-council ~-------------~---------------------------- = -- == 5+ +--+ +e PIHO75 


ASSEMBLIES AND MEETINGS 


European church women meet on peace, justice -----------------------------------~-------------- 07.04 
Church reps review UN session on disarmament -------------------------------~~---------------.- 07.34 
"Doing theology - people's struggles" meeting theme --7--------------~--------------------__--- 07.36 
WCC central committee assembles in Geneva ----------------------------~------~--------. MNT OTT: 07.41 
WCC head reflects on insights, conflicts --------- al dada Ga ont Leonel DU le a eee 07.68 
"Disarmament and the Church" ---~------------------------------------------------------------.- 07.93 
"Assembly Briefing (1)" -------------------------------------~-----~----------~------------- +--+ 07.109 
Media and Third World people church consultation theme ----------- opp nrer nn pea SESE EE Te 08.06 
2000 Norwegians at church days ---------------------------------------~~--~-------------------- 08.09 
World Reformed Council meets ---------------—---------~---~------------------------------------ 08.39 
Lutherans urged to welcome 'BEM' --------~-----------------------------------~~~----------------- 08.40 
Brethren ask defence cuts ----~------------------------------=---------------------.------------ 08.41 
Baptists urge covenant on religious tolerance -------------------------~----~-~----------------~ 08,67 
Lebanon, Namibia, ecumenism on Lutheran committee agenda ----------------------------------~--- 08.69 
SA apartheid on Reformed agenda -------------------—---~-------------------------------~----_-- 09.01 
Taiwan meeting 'unprecedented' -----------------------------------~--~-----------------------~_ 09.02 
Church leaders meet with Jewish, Palestinian reps, ----------------------~~-----------~------.-- 09.05 
BIBLE 
Condensed Bible -------------------------~------------------ ------- +--+ 55+ +--+ ee 10.10 
Mormons-Christian ----------~---------------~------~-------- ~~~ - ---- +--+ - +--+ +--+ 10.91 
Norway-homosexuality -----------------------~--------------- --~ +--+ +--+ +--+ + eee ne. TTL 324 
BIO-ETHICS 
Norway-amniocentesis --------------~~--~------------ --------- ---~--------------------- ++ 41,23 
Portugal-abortion ------------~----~-~--~------------ --- --------- --------------- -- +--+. 11.114 
Norway court ousts pastor over his abortion protest —------------------~--~--~~--~-~--__+.+-__- 12.33 
BOOK CORNER 
World Christian encyclopedia out -----------------------~------~~--~------------~--- +--+ +---- 07.05 
CALVINISM 
Calvin-congress -------~-------------~-------------------------------- 5 10.06 


CHURCH BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTURE 
Scotland-share --------------=---~-----=-~-===--------- --- ------ --- = --- ++ ++ +--+ +5 es 12.71 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE 


Pentecostal divorce mmm ma rr TS 09.80 
Zambian groups formed to support Archbishop —---------~----~---=-~—~=-—--=——— 5-55 5 = 5 === 10.36 
SEE er Le enna er en a a ee a a a ee OR TON Oe aR AN ape 10.94 
REN Ya Cults ea i ee re enn 11.28 
Switzer land-choice --- errr en nn nn nn ne ee rn nn nn 11,51 
Indian bishops confer, speak -—------3-------3---- = -- = = $= = = - $$ = == = = === == 12.01 
CHURCH LEADERS 
Church leaders react.to Israeli.Lebanon..actions .-----3 errr 07-01 
WV) BS EE Ce Ra ad tattle rca hn ee train 07.10 
Healing archbishop relieved of post ------------~--~--------------------------------------------- 07.46 
Lefebvre-retirement --- ree nn er er rn nn nn ne rr nn en a 07.104 
Pope-Central America ------------------------- == --- -- --- - = - $$ $= 08.62 
Namibia church seen near split --------------------------------------------------- ------------- 08.70 
Lesotho-warning ---- n-ne rn nr nn en sn nnn nn 08.80 
Church leaders meet with Jewish, Palestinian reps --------------------------------------------- 09.05 
African church leaders learn management skills ------------------------------------------------ 10.37 
CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
"Tasks for the church in the Middle East crisis" ---------------------------------------------- iy wee 
Nicaragua-church/state —---—--—-9—— 9 a a nn nn nn ne nn a nes 08.55 
India bishops urge government action ~—-—-—e nnn nnn nn a nnn Se en ene 08.68 
Tawian meeting ‘unprecedented! ---------------------—---—--—----=- == === === === aca uptik mln ule gcse aan 09.02 
Argent ina-KkC abi shops) ------—--———— a a RL a TN 09.18 
Zambia-Mee ting qaqa nr rn nn en nn 09.86 
Ghana=resignation 9mm nn an nn en nn rn nn en nn a en Se nn anes 09.87 
Hugary-church/state ----------~-------—--~——-—-- —-—-—- ——- —- <= ee eee £0525 
BE ODO COM SU LEE 1 mm mm sr ma ns aR 10.26 
Italy-church/state ere ee ann nr rr nn en nn 10.57 
NPC SE A GUAM DOL be EE TRE Se TER ae 10.58 
eee eae a aR al ae re en rere mn gg ean aa 10.59 
BO a Se Eth ol eee a a ee 10.60 
NS Sr re a a RL IS a SN 10.62 
Czechoslovakia-church/state —-—--- ee nn nn nn re a nn nn 10.82 
Views vary on Nicaragua church-state situation --------------=-----------—-=-= === = === === === = === 11.02 
Greece-church/state -----n me rn a nn nn nt a nen 11.14 
Peeetisine Ciel Cy igre a eee an i ae a a tec ge T1226 
Ghana Presbyterians appeal to Government —--—----————— 99 nnn a nn nnn nn nn a= 11.41 
Pea enter ar a a a a a a a a 11.80 
am NR et et rc ar en es ea aC Oe Os NT nS a se a 11.85 
Sweden-church/state --------------------~-------- ---- === === 5 === +--+ = 5 === - == -- === == -------- pe Pe 
UK-disestablishment ---------------------------------------------~-1-------+-+------+---------- 11.120 
Sweden-devaluation —-W———- n-ne nn nn nn nn nn nn ene nn ea 12.07 
RE a La Se eae ae ee ome ti Le he 
Clergy-parliament —----——--——- n-ne nn ern nnn 125 16 
Archbishop-freed ------------------------------------------~-—------~------------~------------- 12917 
"Farewell sermon of Beyers Naudé" ----------- 3-9-9 nnn nnn nn nnn 12.26 
Religious leaders fault Central America policy --------~--~-------------------------------------- 12432 
Norway court ousts pastor over his abortion protest -------------------—---- 55 = 3 = = === 12733 
Nigeria Christian grouping: end Muslim church attacks ---------------------------------------- 12.34 
Bishops meet with Philippine Government reps on tensions ---~----------------------------------- 12.54 
Pinl and-tax mer rrr err er nn a nr rn rn rn eg nn nnn 12.66 
PARAS OTN —lorrtnrsine erect mh an ieee a ee eS i ap me em een 12.67 
US-lobby -------------------------------------- pon en nn nn one - ------- $= == == == += === === === 12.68 
Poland=uni0ns mmr nnn er enn nn rs en rn en nn ss nnn sn nnn 12.69 
CHURCH UNION 
Church union 5-church SA covenant up for vote ~—---------------------==------------------------- 07.46 
Consultation: church union a NZ dead duck? ---------------------------- ------ - -- = -- = - = === = 08.43 
"Collective bargaining in the church" --------------------------------------------------------- 09.46 
"The state of church union" --------~---------------------------------------- ------------------- 09.48 
3 reasons suggested for covenant failure --------~---------------------------------------------- 10.39 
Evangelical-church ---------------------------------------------------------------- ---- -------- 10.43 
Madagascar-church union ~-----------~------------------------------------------- -- -------------- 10.61 
Christian Communion representatives meet ------------------------------------------------------ 11.39 
"Rethinking church unity in Hong Kong" -------------------------------------------------------- 11.69 
"Uniting Church in Indonesia" ---------------------------------------------------------+------- 11.98 
Taiwan-renewal ----------------------------~---------------------------------------------------- ie 8 
"Bearing witness in Western Europe" ----------------------------------------------------------- Ti, 


SA Anglicans decline unity covenant ----------------------------------------------------------- 12.28 
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British“Council “of -Churches ~! ready-—for~-change for -unity oes eee yyev ib lbs boot 12.35 
'Distress,-pain,..regret.! .over).SA. covenantiachion. {psa == shoe eed BOM Gna 12.53 
Ang licansLutheran.cesnc=sst TAREE eee ee a as Shah oe 12.63 
COMMUNICATION 
ee ee le aie el eee, GEE PE TE ee a ae Te Sara tS caer e i uhgy 07.18 
FEANCOHf ea LO se ee ee ee eee ee age ne aac! 07.52 
BLS SeTV axe Sen en ee ee ae a en oe ee 07.71 
Median andwrhird: World! people: church--constlitationuthemert——— tsa een eee riers 08.06 
Darimar Roe aL Cara a ee ree ee Se ee a ee ae ee 08.12 
Lutheran-communication -------- 9-2 a 08.50 
Moment Lk Li eae ee ee a ee oe ee ere ere ac a 09.08 
Neat sous kin a ae oe een 09.09 
Moineiiera lew Song i 2IMDaDWe CS tt ee ee 09.20 
Bonhocr Lek he ln et eo ee a e 09.33 
PORTE Ded CCRC ET ee a nce a ene rr Re Re TE a Le ee ee 09.39 
IRMA Pee Ln ee ee ee a ee ee 10.07 
Bapuret= fraud: oe ee ee ene ed 10.08 
Detimark=ceoperat ion: etna er nn erent, 10.28 
Communications technology cosesee se SSS er FS ae ee 10.44 
R@ALSLOGS CY one =a ee re a ee 10.54 
Ve oer EB Neel ie WO 11 ieeyetetacinls erate net deeh enter ecm ele ek teas pt naw soto mgt oh Ra etn ar a aes gen aS eg 10.69 
MN, Tew A Sc Dh ae a a a a 10.95 
UR STV oes ein Par Danae bl n25 
HIT Wok Goll 9 BOE Wilts er rl tonite ot sl clon log brn tg wand oa apne rk oe els L127 
NN Ta mn a a a a 11.88 
(6) ESSE V0 Wo ely lle lett reenter eee tpt emma elne ntenioc ponte wip eel mga esa eda ol wigs ees et ee 12.06 
CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS 
Relitiouc deverophicite in today" S WOL ld ooo ee 09.21 
Crecusseury ee a a Tee oe ee ee ee 10.05 
CAEVINCONSLOSS SSS SS a SS aa A Eg a 10.06 
PrAanCS= TSC UR 81 Haas Sa SS Se a ee ave? 1 


DEFENCE AND DISARMAMENT 


DS as a a oe ee 11.22 
Usui eats prs Sects aa a 11.89 
Canadaspuic leatss— S32 sessr se eee nee ae ya Fee LE.05 
AUT che Ee im eT ee ee a ee 11.116 
indians bishopmiconfer sieneak (-—2- ses ee eee es 12.01 
RGIWeaD ONS fae a i eee ee ee oe eee 12.12 
Politica litagks tof disarmament veducation .--s32s 7S eee a ae ee 12623 
Polynesian evangelicals: end \French«nuclear tests .ssssesse see eae eee Se ee 12.36 
Disarmament wage iets <4 — <3 — pe ee Se ee ee 12.40 
Rus®ism Orthodox jp sare— =~ en on ns oa eae Sa ae 12.43 
Regigroue, proupe mark UN disarmament session oe ee O7FF02 
Church reps review UN session on disarnanent ————— ee 07.34 
"Disarmament “and the church" °============-=sssss S666 Se eae 07.93 
"Reflections on SSD [1 -q---- 99s SS 07.95 
WCC Committee -okays”2 “public “statements ==" =-- 2534+ 6 SS eee 08.03 
"Nuclear issues for the church” —-<-==-=<<- <== 33353 5 a 08.18 
BEetifenraskede rence! CU: See eee ne ee en eee 08.41 
Ant licairrepore end UK nar lear deterrent et SS eee eee 08.42 
Reformed yet Wales a er ee eee eee 08.85 
"Letter from Toronto” ees a ses SS SE 08.66 
ECUMENISM 
Bop@licatis deLeat  Eiael .eia Comer ayy tame cms csc ease a ee ee ee 07.38 
Methodists, Prasbyteriams vo Contithue” Pr iett te a 16 enn 07.40 
"Ecumenism and the church in socialist countries: -—------—---——---——-—-—__---—-—---——~ === 07.67 
Eastern: Orthodox RC? son se-— ner ter eee ee a Oe ET Ohe/2 
D=CHULCTIA GA: ‘COV TATE Up ff Cony OCC a aaa 07.101 
Anglican-Orthodox c2= 2-9 < 9S OGsel 1 
Japan-Anelican/RC —<9 ese sn 08.27 
"Ecumenism in South Africa” --------9 ee nn nnn n= 08.37 
Eng land-ecumenical . --99 te 99 enen GB a  k 08.53 


Cop come me rnd Ca) mmm ei rn arc a a nr a a ee ee 08.63 
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Lebanon, Namibia, ecumenism on Lutheran committee agenda ------------------------------------- 08. 
US Anglicans, Lutherans asked to share eucharist --------------------------------------------- 09 
"Jesus Christ - the life of Europe" ---------------------------------------------------------- 09. 
Ecumenical commitment voted by US Lutherans -------------------------------------------------- 09. 
Anglican-Lutheran ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 09. 
Crecdastudy -<naatt Sean ss BR ORE Ne EPA Se EE SEREE 2S ESS oe BERT De DPT ELT TIE Ble WEL EE EE 10. 
UK=ecumenical .-----------—-—-=—-——~——-~—-———— — thks 
"Smelly animals in the ark" ------------------------------------------------------------------ 10. 
New NZ-ecumenical structure endorsed ------------------------- - -- - --- - -- - - = - - $= - - - = -- = --- === 10. 
"Caribbean. ecumenism" .---------------- -- ---- - - - - ----- -- -------- --------------- +--+ ----+------- 10. 
OSES SPSS ESTES eee oe TR ot Vs Bee ee es 10. 
US-ecumenical ---------4- 54-9 -- - -- --- --- --- ----- - --- -- -- -- -- = ---- +--+ - +--+ -- +--+ - +--+ --- 10. 
"Human rights and Biblical revelation - some questions'--------------------------------------- jd. 
"An ecumenical human rights movement" -------------------------------------------------------- ele. 
Christian Communion representatives meet ----------------------------------------------------- ike 
Church team in US visit ----------------------------------------~----------+--~~-~-----~~--~---~-~- ‘hile 
Sweden-development ----------------------- $$ eee — 
Botswana~ecumenical ------------------------------------------------------- === === == == === ‘tins 
Frauce-eucharist «sss ies Te 
(CCIE bl ee eee eee Vibe: 
OOo) ged esses tenes aoe oS at ee a See nen 
New initiatives.seen in British ecumenism ------~-~-~--~------~--------------------------------- Lie 
"Bearing witness in Western Europe" ---------------------------------------------------------- Lids 
Latin American Church Assembly speaks, actS. ----rrrr rrr reer hie: 
Peace call set for Christmas ----------------------------------------------~-~--------~------- 12s. 
EDUCATION 
Ecumenical ‘education —--— oom sa ess ee eh et Oy" 
"Educating elders" --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 08. 
Bulgaria-instruction ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 08. 
"Older people in the church" ----------------------------------------------------------------- 09. 
Japan church leaders urge: repent on text -----------------------------------~--------------- 09. 
Church councils react to Japanese text revisions ---------~------------------------------------ 10. 
Methodist-award. -----—=+-—-—--—-—=~-~~-— =~ ~— 10 
EVANGELISM 
Mission, evangelism affirmation offered ------------------------------------------------------ 07. 
"Mission and Evangelism - an ecumenical affirmation" ----------------------------------------- 07. 
"Mission and Evangelism - an ecumenical affirmation" ----------------------------------------- 08. 
"On witnessing to Hindus-responses" ---------------------------------------------------------- 08. 
FAITH HEALING 
Healing archbishop relieved of post ---------------------------------------------------------- O74 
Zambia-archbishop ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 10. 
Zambian archbishop says supporters should stop -----------------------------------------=------ jes 
FAMILY LIFE 
Baptism-unmarried ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 08. 
Treland-divorce. ----------------------------- -- = --- - —----- ~~ + ---- + 09. 
smc asean [iS anal Bayh Til Ia ie i = a a eee 09. 
- FINANCIAL MATTERS 
UK churches act on S. Africa divestment -<-------------------------—--—~----—--~--—-~---—-~--~~=- 07. 
Overseas church audits suspended after protest ----------------------------------------------- 07. 
Vatican-bank. —---—-~--————~——~——-——- ——— 07. 
"Almost there’ on World Council financial health ~---------------------------------------~------ 07. 
World Baptist council faces budget deficit --------------------------------------------------- 08. 
HEALTH AND HEALING (see also FAITH HEALING) 
Lebanon-medical -----------------------~---------~--~ == + = = - +--+ + + 08. 
"People-oriented health care in the struggle for justice" ------------------------------------ 08. 
Church health workers assist in West Beirut --------------------------~----=----------~-~------- 09. 


69 


.04 


65 
68 
91 
05 
12 
33 
38 
73 
74 
90 
37 
38 
39 
40 
49 
54 
56 
94 
99 
103 
121 
02 
05 


Si 
48 
75 
Zz? 
49 
35 


42 


98 
107 
19 
95 


46 
17 
wy) 


88 
17 
89 


44 
69 
87 
99 
26 


33 
38 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 


Australtar Aborigivies "seek world chur eli alas SSS ee ae Res Saas s 07.37 
mnumenical Visitors redct to AUStrall a eS SS a Se Se a eo a Serre 07.102 
Aer ata CUICT 1 Sip DOr ta ADU Lg ries re ee re ee ern ae 07.103 
Peskegaeven msn bead | Wy RLeSOLIO COM Cdn ma en ee ae ee ee a 08.10 
axerajyaarcial Executions = Tasks fOr Clie CULO ne ee ee ane 08.35 
ODE ME RCUSCICEL LOE Gon eee ee nc ee a a a ee 08.79 
PYG Cali =ADOL LING Si a ee a ae 08.83 
TTR SUSE yg SYS Ue iy gE re ae Se ee 08.94 
MESOCNO=DLSel pl CS nae eae 10.03 
MGI Ohieanc nota Ce. Lil GLCNAC eee a 10.74 
Ghurch "consultation treats human Lignts = ~~ a a 3 SS Se eS ages LOGS 
World YWCA Sponsors “rignts” consultation S-===SS2=S345$ 5S 5—SS— — Shee SIRs Lak 3 ad aS LOG 7 
“ihe ten principles of the Helsinki Pinal ACC) == a eee 10.96 
PStacement CONCeyr iii) NACE LC. mn a ee LOUS7 
iGreen el fs a OSS MSS We I a SIS SSS SS ge ge DPYZI 
MHuman Rights G& Biblical Revelation — some QUCSCLONS ——————~— a EE S37 
UArencumenteca Human RUGICS: MOVEMOIY tee Sa ell LES38 
9.6 ALS ty 00 (lb A a Sa nine PIES'7 
DZ )86 WIRES) SSS SSeS SSS a Se 11.86 
PEASVEXSeANY Wecclt ANNU) Xs oe Le Cy LCT ee a ee 11.96 
PERU AT io hed excel CULE yn a EPS97 
Hulda Lignts Locus Of US CHULCIY DOalC a nea ear eee ar eee 11.104 
Guaeetcalcdeeigits OM ChULGCH tM) AC CIC cl (me 11.106 
Abate be heis lonltslgvajoys’ ‘Yelolea Klay | Sits I I 12 01 
eiigeeh ecediient nas Co hogts vi Ole tl ons sry iC ten a ae 12.30 


INTER-CHURCH AID 


ELE ee a a SS SS ge SS 07.28 
WORE "COUnG Maske: ald; teal reports ON LCDAN OT me C735 
PUsterL a lame OOr TQ iies) SCCK WO LCCC UL Cy meee ONES 7 
TST 6)2 SOE ES a i 08.64 
ChUEch era takOmrcmeSSOM lS  CSSCM Cdl ct le me er en ae 3 Li wee) 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS, CONTACTS AND EXCHANGES 


POURS Wl CIE SSN CO EL LNCUU Se ce 08.95 

MEG GTp) eS a Bi LS AE a Se O95 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, WAR AND PEACE 

Chunchareps review .UNssession-one di:sarmanent.—-——-—-—————_——-— = SS ee 07.34 

WOonLasCounciiberep! es mtomicrac Li Ob 6 CG ON Sie ee 08.22 
LIBERATION 

PASEOLS LC] GAS CC mmm a nn ae 07.13 

"Hiberatiom theology: A Chinese Perspective” =————————————— =) 09.63 
LITERATURE AND PUBLICATIONS 

World Christian encyclopedia Ot qq = nn rn in 07.05 

FYANCC—PLL ZO mm es 07.58 

US Sctlurcd rops CLitique Reader Ss ULQESt ait C Len aan am meme ee ee cr 08.07 

NZ°GhnuUre! racilom Teport, pLompes PMS Critic Si mene ee 08.44 
MEMBERSHIP 

US-membership ------------------------ === === $e enn ne 10.16 

Methodist—-membership -= === === == === 5 a a a a a ene 10.48 

Austral ita=Census === $$ SS SSS a Sa a Sa a a a Sa a Sa a Se 5 a SS 5S 8 5 SS Se eee = as F220 

Finland-Survey --9 9 oe en ee ree 75 
MIGRANTS 

Church=migrants =—-=<< = <9 a 5 07550 

German church council speaks on foreigners -=-—-=9--=999= <== 9999339933938 = === 09.69 
MISSION 

Mission, evangelism affirmation offered --------------- 99-99 nn nn nnn ann 07.98 

WiLesdtonnandykhvangelismiy— “an shcumeniica lwAfiurmatten \————=————— ee 07.107 

BMPs TON nee IEVANGe LL Sin — nay “GUMe mit CO cuukenzute fet ed tet ee 08.19 
PEACE ISSUES (see also DEFENCE AND DISARMAMENT) 

European church women meet on peace, JjuStice -—=——— == 99988 nn nn 07.04 

GDR=pacl£1 Si an an 5 a 8 8 SS SS = Ug al. 

Denmark-p@ace 9 ee rete ie 

GDR Synod conSiders peace symbol, 1SSUCS! == <= === 98s aOR S| 

Church—peace a a i I = BS 


GDR-ban -----------------------------------+-+-----------+--------------------------------------- 11.108 
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SGeriian "Chur ChimRe SpoTsai! lat yar On Pea Cen ee SHAE aD ND Di ee abe eT TD EneS TDs L2eZZ 
Tes te eC OC i aa seer mie om re arlene mannii IE a Se SSE Huge ~einuanip’ M5 L225 
Be fig trv SAC a a a Se ORAS Se BIO t ibaa Iean Ty anos 2074 
PERSONALITIES 
POE GORE TE $e a Se a a er en a Se 8 er i me nn me ne mr mn wa ae en me ETAT OR 07.10 
Covenanting Council Gloses ;rOOoVenantang anVOCe te) 5 Cl CS me cr rn 07.47 
Brundin-Obit a a a 8 8 = eee 07.84 
PEWS) he GT SRS gh ee SSNS SY Rie mam agg a iat mine ema ae GB ak ES a a 07.104 
Runcie-Falklands/malvinas ----- 9-9-9 08.15 
SETS BERS Gre SB. CSE aaa a a a ea sae a na a ggg ra gE TE 08.45 
AUNGEOSIETCR EGY SS a a a a aaa ate 08.59 
PaLtorncd atlranrce= suspends -churches=(Altan=Boesals)\e3 == 4 wn eee ese Heres tiit hit 09825 
EC Ae Yeh a ata ct rt i a a a a a a FR HR IS RE SRR RE ETE 095 33 
BS] AE Co at a ea a om i a er a a DS a STS toe 09.38 
SVAxaaccleapyayesyein, (UEWe Steet (EAS VeVS IS ALCON Se ee een NEED AGL Ea A ee 09.40 
Beraca-assassination (Ruth First) -------——-—-——-———---—--—--_—--_-2 aut unawad [uinvniees panel i lads 09.41 
eee Be AS Ne i ee ne en a Pk tl een ST a 09.56 
I Ne NT a he 09%, 57 
"enrietian Reaction. te the Lebanon Crisis” (Ghassan Michel Rube1z)-<-—3—=-=65<<<s<~<=n26=— Sees 09.62 
tiherarion Thealogy: A Chinese Perspective” (KH. TING) qa ere re on Se ar 09.63 
Peeeooet lag Christian activities in China. (Raymond Pung) <3 — 6 8 eS nan a a 09.64 
asicuchitesten thiomiL tort hurOpe nl. (Mar bin oleh mann HOODS CK) im ae 09.65 
Seg@letasuOocunenl can (Joseph Vercruysse = GrOUD!S) PreS1 Gent) mn rn on Behe TES 
UOT NAS Aaa ema tile iey (OES Tubal elayeh Ny fove re ISO) Staaten app eg a pm aT 09.90 
Ss sar) fee A WO ee 10.04 
BLESS PSS TSU LCN a YO SE I a i aaa ns eninge rains re tas gor DET“ ORS mT ART > a an Or Wo pea 
SPST CE SHENTON SS ae ee a TR na Se oe RT PE Ea ae A BO ke ns 
“ORES Mereisevejeish ern AUey arcbatel oll Pi Ge) ail Ball of) U2foH oy OSH) ot asteetegieardee aectintee a eo Seman ae me ea OA ZS, 
“JERET SVS a> LESS EYSie ACS acters ta a ma a SAS EST eS ENTE RS MT OT SS Ti Oy 
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NEW EYES FOR THE FACTS Ecumenical Press 
OF LIFE IN THE 1980s Service: 82.01.01 


Geneva ( EPS) - The World Council of Churches has issued an invitation to 
people to "look with new eyes at the facts of life in the 1980s" through a 
series of Bible study resources entitled "Images of Life". 


The studies are part of the preparation for the Council's Sixth Assembly, to 
be held 24 July-10 August 1983 in Vancouver, Canada, with the theme "Jesus 
Christ - the life of the world". 


The English edition of "Images of life" is now available and editions in other 
languages will be published during the year. 


The studies focus on seven biblical images: the way of life, birth, the house 
of living stones, the bread of life, the treasure of life, the crown of life, 
and water of life. 


Alongside the beauty of the modern world, says the introduction to the study 
resources, there are the more commonly seen cruel facts of life, such as the 
hunger of millions, military build-ups and exploitation of men and women. "We 
may not shut our eyes to these facts of life; our calling is to look at them 
with new eyes," it says. 


The series differs in style from conventional Bible studies. Instead of begin- 
ning with a biblical text and analysing it, each study starts by exploring an 

image of life found in the Bible and them moves to specific texts for further 
reflection. A set of 14 pictures is part of the resources, to help groups use 

"photo language" in their study. 


Biblical scholars from around the world worked together to develop the studies, 
which are intended for congregational use as WCC member churches prepare for 
their part in the international assembly in Vancouver. 


"Images of life" (English edition) can now be ordered from the WCC Publications 
Office at a cost of US$ 3.50. A set of seven large posters may be ordered 
separately at a cost of US$ 5.50. 


EPS 


CHURCHES TO WORK FOR Ecumenical Press 
NUCLEAR FREE PACIFIC Service: 82.01.02 


Suva, Fiji (EPS) - Churches throughout the Pacific are expected to join with 
governments and other organizations to hold a Nuclear Free Pacific Week 

1-7 March as part of a major campaign during 1982 to rid the region of nuclear 
weapons. 


The action follows a declaration last year by the Fourth Assembly of the Paci- 
fic Conference of Churches (PCC) that its members should make 1982 a "nuclear 
issues year'' when they would share information about the problem, try to raise 
understanding and lobby politicians in support of making the Pacific a nuclear 
free zone. 


PCC is holding a poster competition, open to anyone whose home is in a Pacific 
island nation, to focus attention on the nuclear issues year. The Pacific 
churches will receive some financial help from the Australian Council of 
Churches and Australian Catholic Relief for the campaign. 


EPS 


CHURCH AID TO POLAND GOES Ecumenical Press 
QN, DESPITE RESTRICTIONS Service: 82.01.03 


Copenhagen (EPS) - Church relief work in Poland is continuing despite the 
restrictions imposed on the Polish people since the introduction of martial 
law in December. 


At a meeting here last week the main inter-church aid agencies, contributors 
to the World Council of Churches’ Commission on Inter-Church Aid Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) appeal, met to hear reports from a number of agency 
representatives, who have visited Poland since December. They shared plans and 
discussed politics for future aid to that country. 


The agency speakers confirmed that Polish Government policy allows the churches 
to continue with their aid distribution programmes. Church relief is handled 
by the Polish Ecumenical Council and all distribution is monitored to the 

final recipient level. In some places emergency conditions have resulted in 
working relationships between Protestant and Catholic communities. Distribution 
of aid is handled jointly. Both denominations agreed to appeal to concerned 
persons outside Poland to concentrate their efforts on sending bulk shipments 
which are easier to handle than individual family parcels. 


Transport is lacking within the country and travel restrictions are in force, 
it is therefore important to organize relief supply lorries as close as pos- 
sible to the distribution points. Agencies believe that this will ensure a 
quick and efficient distribution, as well as a fair one. Basic staples and 
medical supplies make up the bulk of the shipments. 


All participating agencies representing most Western European countries and 
the USA, reported a generous public response. The CICARWS appeal for Polish 
relief was launched in October 1980. It is anticipated that CICARWS church 
related agencies will have provided material aid amounting to some US$ 8 million 
by the middle of 1982. ; 


EPS 
IRISH CHURCH WOMEN ASK Ecumenical Press. 
THEIR SISTERS TO PRAY Service: 82.01.04 


Geneva (EPS) - Protestant and Roman Catholic church women from the Republic 
of Ireland and Northern Ireland have asked women around the world to pray with 
them and for Ireland on the World Day of Prayer on 5 March. 


World Day of Prayer has long been an occasion for women from the two religious 
traditions in Ireland to join together in worship and they have spent more than 
three years preparing material for the 1982 service on the theme "The People 

of God: Gathered for Worship —- Scattered for Service". 


Beneficiaries of World Day of Prayer offering will include Women Together, 
Peace Point, the Corrymeela Community and the Glencree Centre for Reconciliation, 
all groups working for reconciliation and justice in Ireland. 


World Day of Prayer is celebrated by Christian women in more than 170 nations 
and regions each year. 


EPS 


ANTI-COLONIALIST CONGRESS Ecumenical Press 
SEES ANNIVERSARY CHALLENGE Service: 82.01.05 


Geneva (EPS) - Although a powerful alliance has been formed in South Africa, 
the apartheid system has not yet been destroyed, said O.R. Tambo, president 

of the African National Congress (ANC) in an appeal to church and international 
organizations. The appeal was issued to mark the 7Othanniversary of the ANC 
this year. Tambo said that the organization sees the 70th anniversary as a 
special challenge to increase work towards liberation from all racial oppres- 
sion. 


Representatives of the African peoples of Southern Africa assembled at Bloem- 
fontain in 1912 to set up this organization which they hoped would unite 

their peoples across tribal loyalties and barriers. They hoped that it would 
work towards ethnic and racial equality and be anti-imperialist. But its prime 
aim would be to promote national liberation struggles and to undermine col- 
onialism. 


In the 70 years since then the ANC has been able to expand its base of regional 
unity. For example, its involvement in the international movement which led 

to the formation of the Organization of African Unity and the Non-aligned 
Movement was of importance. 


To celebrate the anniversary the ANC has designated 1982 as Year of Unity in 
Action in South Africa. This coincides with the International Year of Mobili- 
sation for Sanctions against South Africa, as proclaimed formally by the 
United Nations earlier this month. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.01.06-08 


At annual shareholders meetings to take place this Spring the American Lutheran 
Church (ALC) asks three corporations to consider their activities in South 
Africa. Shareholders resolutions have been filed with Citicorp, Xerox Corpo- 
ration and American Home Products, Inc., and infant formula manufacturer. The 
ALC board supports "'to establish a world-wide policy of no sales to the South 
African police and military and no expansion of the present scope... until re- 
gulations denying full political, social and economic rights to the majority 
population are rescinded". 


The half-way mark has been reached for a US$ 3 million special Appeal launched 
by the World YWCA. ''Keep the YWCA in the World" was the slogan coined at the 
1979 Council Meeting in Athens, when officers looked with great concern towards 
the future, asking whether they could keep the YWCA alive. 


It is hoped to raise the entire sum, which will help national YWCA's to become 
self-supporting, by the next Council meeting in 1983. Dame Nita Barrows, the 
organization's president, emphasized that "women of the YWCA are a powerful 
force for women everywhere and for the world community of the future." 


"African names are not as bad as they were portrayed by the foreign missiona- 
ries in the earliest days of their evangelization activities," said Bishop 

F.M. Kigunda of Kenya's African Independent Pentecostal Church during a sermon. 
He said that one does not become a better Christian by merely carrying a western 
name, in fact, he said, that African names could serve even better in this 
context, since there are many Kenyans who carry western names but are only 
nominal Christians. He also called on churches in Africa in general to study 
African cultures more closely for adoption in their church practices. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.01.09-14 


Aid amounting to US$ 4.1 million has been promised the African National 
Congress (ANC) by the Swedish government earlier this month. The ANC is banned 
in South AFrica and has its headquarters in Zambia. Swedish foreign minister 
Ola Ullsten met with ANC officials in Lusaka when he announced the aid pledge. 
He praised the organization for "its mental strength and moral courage in its 
long struggle against apartheid". (See story on page 3). 


A week-long pilgrimage of reconciliation organized by the Brothers of Taizé 
brought more than 20,000 young people to London in December.Taking place during 
the last days of the year this is the fourth time that young supporters rallyed 
to the call of the Taizé Brothers "to search for concrete ways of becoming a 
force for peace and reconciliation intheir local situations". 


The 80 Brothers of all confessions who organized the encounter chose the 
British capital as this year's venue in part to emphasize the role of the 
Anglican church within the ecumenical movement. 


A 'Letter from Warsaw' by the founder of the Brotherhood of Taizé, Brother 
Roger, which was heard at the same time in Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's 
Cathedral and Westminster Cathedral, set the tone for the four-day gathering. 
1,000 young Poles who had planned to come to London were denied exit visas by 
the authorities. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Robert Runcie, this month became the first 
Anglican primate to visit China. He told a press conference at Nanking airport 
it was the fulfilment of a dream and that he hoped his private visit would 
enable him "to come for something more substantial later". The archbishop 

said he was interested in the "three-self movement" (self-government, self- 
support and self-propagation) which guides the Chinese church and that he 

was "interested to learn what progress and what patterns are possible here at 
the present time from which we might learn". 


Better relations between the government of Yugoslavia and the Roman Catholic 
Church there have been predicted. This follows an article in the Zagreb 
daily, Vjesnik, praising the late Cardinal Franjo Seper, Yugoslavia's leading 
Roman Catholic:churchman, who died recently in Rome. Church sources said the 
article was surprisingly favourable and interpreted it as an attempt at con- 
ciliation after months of government accusations that the church was fomenting 
political strife. 


The first archbishop of the Anglican province of Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire, 
Bezaleri Ndahura, died in Zaire on Christmas Day 1981 following a heart attack. 
The province was formed in 1980 and Archbishop Ndahura, previously bishop of 
the Bukavu province in Zaire, became its first leader. 


Authorities in Egypt have ordered the release of 27 political and religious 
detainees. Eight copts are among the group to be released. They have been held 
since last summer when former president Anwar El-Sadat arrested 1,600 people 
in a widespread crackdown in an attempt to control sectarian troubles. 


The Middle East News Agency (MENA) reports two bishops and two priests to be 
among the eight, and that the release order will not mean charges against them 
are dropped. 


ECUVIEW: Austria's Polish Community EPS yee WLS 


Vienna (EPS) - The 15 December declaration of martial law in Poland left the 
large Polish community in Austria in a state of despair and helpless anger. 

But in the month since then, they have organized their protest, and aid organi- 
zations, including the churches, have intensified their efforts to help the 
bonafied refugees and others through the cold winter, taking care of their 
immediate needs. 


There are an estimated 50,000 Poles in Austria, the traditional gateway for 
refugees from Eastern Europe. Most communications with Poland have been cut 
since the military took power, and most of the exiles have not heard from 
their families. 


The Polish Catholic church in Vienna has been celebrating mass to overflow 
crowds. Thousand of Poles and Austrians joined in protest demonstrations in 
Vienna. 


From the small Vienna apartment of former Polish journalist, Waldimar Stempowski, 
young members of the Solidarity free trade union work hurriedly organizing 
protests, putting out a Polish-language newspaper, and trying to pull together 
the 300 Solidarity members they say are in Austria. 


Their efforts have been warmly received by many exiles. The 1500 copies of a 
recent issue of their Polish newspaper sold out on the day it appeared. 


Some of those who came to Austria during the months of economic deterioration 
and political tension, before the sealing of Poland's borders, seek permanent 
homes in other countries. More than 23,000 have registered for asylum with the 
Austrian government. While they wait to be accepted by a country for final re- 
settlement, they're housed and fed by the Austrian government, at a cost of 
US$ 50 million in 1981. 


But about the same number have decided not to register. Some had hoped to 
return to an improved situation in Poland. Others are too proud to be supported 
in a refugee camp. 


CARITAS (Catholic Relief Services) estimates that 70% of those not supported 
by the government live in crowded accomodation, often at inflated prices. 
Their situation is often desperate. The Polish church in Vienna has been try- 
ing to meet needs by providing basic necessities. 


Austria is getting little help resettling the approximately 25,000 Poles 
currently inside its borders, wishing to be placed. During 1981, only 6,200 
Poles from Austria were accepted by other countries, mostly the United States, 
Canada and Australia, some by New Zealand. South Africa recently began re- 
cruiting those with technical skills. 


Refugee officials readily admit that the traditional refugee-receiving countries 
have shown only limited generosity because most of the Poles fled a deteriora- 
ting economy rather than political persecution. Refugee officials of course 

hope that many eventually would return to their country, but according to the 
latest information those who asked for political asylum may now face arrest 

if they return to Poland's martial law authorities. As a result their chances 

of being recognized as genuine refugees by the international community have 
increased. 


Many Austrians initially resented the presence of so many needy exiles. But 
after the military crackdown appeals for help and housing have been met by 
generous offers from the churches and the wider community in Austria. 


- Burton Bollag * 
*Burton Bollag is a journalist forthe NBC at the United Nations in Geneva. 
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CHURCHES ASKED TO Ecumenical Press 
AFFIRM AGREEMENT Service: 82.01.16 


Lima (EPS) - In an unprecedented action, the world's churches are being 
asked the extent to which they can affirm contemporary ecumenical, theological 
agreement on baptism, eucharist, and ministry. 


With a unanimous vote and a round of applause, nearly 100 theologians of the 
World Council of Churches faith and order commission, meeting here [3-15 January], 
asked for churches' “official response, at a level carrying authority, taking 
positions and presenting comments" on what is being called the "Lima text" or 
"BEM" 3 


There was wide-ranging praise for the text from commission theologians. Vice 
moderator Jean Tillard (Canada, Roman Catholic) called it a "framework for 
church union" and "proof that the Holy Spirit is at work." Moderator Nikos 
Nissiotis (Greece, Eastern Orthodox) prayed after the vote that God would 
"use this text... to further the unity of his church." WCC faith and order 
director William Lazareth (US, Lutheran) said it is "difficult to contain our 
enthusiasm." 


Commissioner John Zizioulas (UK, Eastern Orthodox) said BEM reflects conver- 
gences “unimaginable only a few years ago." It is not, he added, "a manual of 
Orthodox dogmatics, but I don't think that is what we are looking for." A 
member of the commission's BEM core group, Geoffrey Wainwright (UK, Methodist), 
said the "warm acceptance of the text may just be because it expresses the 
Christian faith." 


Some, however, cautioned that Baptist and some Reformed denominations might 
find it more difficult than many to embrace all the convergences BEM presents. 


The commission vote capped an effort with roots in the first international 
faith and order conference, in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1927. In 1976, an 
earlier version of. BEM was circulated. Revisions based on reactions from more 
than 100 churches, and other inputs, were incorporated in the draft prepared 
for the commission, which revised it further before approving it. 


Wainwright said neither denominations nor theologians working separately 

would have produced the text as it stands, and "that is precisely the point." 
The commission resolution does not say those voting for,approve BEM in every 
detail or as a sufficient or full exposition of the Christian faith on the three 
subjects. 


But, Wainwright said, the favorable transmission vote reflects widespread 
ecumenical scholarly convergence within and beyond the commission. Traditions 
represented on the commission include Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Orien- 
tal Orthodox, Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, United, Baptist, Methodist, Discip- 
les, and Adventist. 


A preface to the text asks for church response "as precisely as possible" on 
such issues as the extent to which BEM reflects "the faith of the church 
through the ages," and implications it has for interchurch relations and dia- 
logues, liturgy, education, ethics, and spirituality. Information about church 
response is expected to be distributed by mid-decade. 


Commissioner Paul Crow (US, Disciples) said BEM is a "miracle" and may be "the 
most radical thing the World Council has ever done" because of its impli- 
cations for church reunion. ; 
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THEOLOGIANS SAY BAPTISM Ecumenical,.Press 
DIFFERENCES 'LESS SHARP’ Service: 82.01.17 


Lima (EPS) - Can Christians who baptize infants and those who don't reconcile 
their different piety and practice? A new international ecumenical theological 
statement suggests some ways that might be done. The baptism statement is 

part of a text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry sent this month by the 
World Council of Churches faith and order commission to the world's churches. 
[See EPS 82.01.16]. 


The statement calls "differences between infant and believers’ baptism... less 
sharp when it is recognized that both forms of baptism embody God's own initi- 
ative in Christ and express a response of faith made within the believing 
community." 


Since baptism is "unrepeatable," the text says "any practice which might be 


interpreted as 're-baptism' must be avoided. ...As the churches come to fuller 
mutual understanding and acceptance of one another, it adds, "they will want 
to refrain from any practice which might call into question the sacramental 
integrity of the other churches or which might diminish the unrepeatability 
of... baptism." 


The text notes that some united churches accept "equivalent alternatives" - 
baptism in infancy ... followed by later profession of faith and... believer 
baptism [which] follows upon a presentation and blessing in infancy." It 
invites other churches to consider a similar stance. 


The text urges churches "wherever possible to explicitly mutually recognize 
baptisms performed under the others' auspices, and invites all churches to 
"reconsider certain aspects of their practices to further unity.” 


Noting various socio-cultural questions related to baptism, the text says 
churches in non-Christian surroundings should "avoid unnecessarily alienating 
the baptized from their local culture through the imposition of foreign names." 
It asks "critical reflection" by churches in at least nominally Christian 
societies on the practice of "apparently indiscriminate baptism." It also 
suggests a study of the relationship of baptism to water, given that some 
churches omit water, but also recognize baptism with water practiced by most 
others. Nonetheless, the text also describes baptism as "administered with 
water" and says "the symbolic dimension of water should be taken seriously 

and not minimalized." 


The baptism section of the text includes five major parts - institution, 
meaning, relation to faith, practice, and celebration. 
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THEOLOGIANS SET FORTH Ecumenical Press 
EUCHARIST CONVERGENCE Service: 82.01.18 


Lima (EPS) - According to a theologian active over the last several years in 
preparing it, theological convergence on the eucharist reflected in a new 
international ecumenical statement "will surely bring nearer the day" when 
all Christians can officially celebrate the Lord's supper together. 


British Methodist Geoffrey Wainwright offered his assessment as the World 
Council of Churches faith and order commission, meeting here, unanimously 
agreed to transmit a text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry to churches for 
their high-level official response. [See EPS 82.01.16.] 


Over the centuries, Christian traditions have differed on such questions as the 
presence of Christ in the Lord's Supper and its relationship to concepts of 
sacrifice. 


The text calls "Christ's mode of presence in the eucharist...unique," and 

says the church "confesses Christ's real living and active presence in the 
eucharist.'" Noting continuing differences on the degree to which that presence 
is linked to the consecrated bread and wine of the sacramental meal, the text 
says "the decision remains for the churches whether this difference can be 
accommodated within the convergence formulated" in it. 


The eucharist is described in the document as "the sacrament of the unique 

sacrifice of Christ," the events of which "can neither be repeated nor pro- 
longed." It adds that Catholic theological references to the eucharistas a 

"propitiatory sacrifice" mean that "the unique sacrifice of the cross [is] 
made actual in the eucharist and presented before the Father in the inter- 

cession of Christ and of the church for all humanity." 


Thus, it suggests, "all churches might want to review the old controversies 
about ‘sacrifice’ and deepen their understanding of the reasons why other 
traditions than their own have either used or rejected this term." 


The text describes the meaning of the eucharist under five categories - thanks- 
giving to the Father, memorial of Christ, invocation of the Spirit, communion 
of the faithful, and meal of the kingdom [of God]. 


It says it is "appropriate" that the eucharist be celebrated "at least every 
Sunday,'' with "every Christian... encouraged to receive communion frequently." 
It counsels "respect [for] the practices and piety" of different churches 

with regard to treatment of unconsumed bread and wine after the eucharist is 
over. It suggests that "the primary intention of reserving the elements is 
their distribution among the sick and those who are absent, and... the best 
way of showing respect for the elements... is by their consumption, without 
excluding their use for communion of the sick." 


Noting thatin some parts of the world, "where bread and wine are not customary 
or obtainable, it is now sometimes held that local food and drink... better... 
anchor the eucharist in everyday life," the document asks "further study" to 
distinguish "which feature of the Lord's Supper were unchangeably instituted by 
Jesus and which features remain within the church's competence to decide." 
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MINISTRY DIFFERENCES Ecumenical Press 
CAN BE OVERCOME: TEXT Service: 82.01.19 


Lima (EPS) - Differences about church order - especially the pattern of ordained 
ministry - are among the most obvious among Christians. A new international, 
ecumenical, theological convergence text points to ways to overcome these per- 
sistent divisions. The document on baptism,eucharist, and ministry was unanimous-— 
ly approved to be sent to the world's churches by the World Council of Churches 
faith and order commission meeting, here [3-15 January; see EPS 82.01.16.] 


The text suggests that "the threefold ministry of bishop, presbyter and deacon 
may serve today as an expression of the unity we seek and also as a means for 
achieving it." Nonetheless, it notes that "the threefold pattern stands evident-— 
ly in need of reform," and so "raises questions for all the churches." 


Another ministry question which has divided churches for centuries concerns an 
uninterrupted "succession of bishops". Some denominations consider it important 
to maintain,others lack and/or consider it a matter of indifference. 


The text notes that such an episcopal succession "became one of the ways... the 
apostolic tradition of the church was expressed." It was "understood as serving, 
symbolizing and guarding the continuity of the apostolic faith and communion." 


As a way to "advance towards the mutual recognition of ministries," the text 
asks churches with such succession to "recognize both the apostolic content of 
the ordained ministry which exists in non-succession churches... and the exis- 
tence in these churches of a ministry of episcope [oversight] in various forms." 


Non-succession churches are asked "to realize that the continuity with the church 
of the apostles finds profound expression in the successive laying on of hands 
by bishops and that, though they may not lack the continuity of the apostolic 
tradition, this sign will strengthen and deepen that continuity." 


The text also notes that such "acceptance of the episcopal successionwill best 
further the unity of the whole church if it is part of a wider process by which 
the episcopal churches themselves also regain their lost unity." 


A more recent point of disagreement on ministry - whether or not women may be 
ordained - is acknowledged as raising "obstacles to the mutual recognition of 
ministries." But, the text continues, such obstacles "must not be regarded 

as substantive hindrance... The Spirit may well speak to one church through 

the insights of another." It urges further discussion, within and among churches. 


The text's ministry section has six major parts: "the calling of the whole 
people of God," "the church and the ordained ministry," "the forms of the or- 
dained ministry," "succession in the apostolic tradition," "ordination," and 
"towards the mutual recognition of the ordained ministries." 
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THEOLOGIANS URGE CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
TO RECOGNIZE NICENE CREED Service: 82.01.20 


Lima (EPS) - How can contemporary Christians together express the faith? A part 
of the answer, according to an international group of theologians, is for all 
churches to "recognize" the Nicene Creed. 


At its quadrennial meeting [3-15 January], the World Council of Churches faith 
and order commission received a "first description" of guidelines for its new 
multi-year study, "Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today," 
approved here. 


The document calls the creed, formulated during theological controversies in 
the 300s and 400s, "the ecumenical expression of the apostolic faith which 
unites Christians of all ages in all places." 


It is "not appropriate" to consider writing a creed to supersede the Nicene, 
the document says. 'We therefore plead with those churches that do not acknow- 
ledge it, or, while acknowledging it in reality disregard it... [to] ask them- 
selves whether for the sake of unity they might agree to reconsider their atti- 
tude." 


Besides advocating recognition of the creed, however, the document suggests 
work "towards the common explication of this apostolic faith [reflected in the 
creed] in the contemporary situations of the churches." 


The guidelines suggest the result of that may be "much diversity in confessing 

the faith" because "diversity is a necessary feature of any serious attempt to 

recognize and explicate the one apostolic faith today." They also note that a 

common contemporary confession of faith by the churches "must involve conversion 
and renewal in the human community," beginning "within the church and among 

churches, a community of women and men across all barriers of races, classes 

and cultures." 


Past statements of the faith have sometimes involved condemnations of theological 
opponents. The guidelines suggest that "without necessarily dissociating them- 
selves from these judgements as such, the churches might discover that they 

do not apply to those other churches as they present themselves at present." 


Baptists and some other Christian traditions are purposefully non-creedal. 

UK Baptist Morris West said the study should be "encouraged totally." But, 

he recalled, for his tradition, creeds symbolize a "domination theology" be- 
cause of attempts in certain countries at certain times to enforce theological 
and liturgical uniformity, from which Baptists dissented. He urged care lest 
the study conjure up "ecclesiastical ghosts." 


Others raised cautions that creeds can be irrelevant, empty formulas in some 
situations,or that the language and thought forms of the time and place in 
which they are written may prove difficult if not impossible to translate. 
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CHURCH UNION THREATS, Ecumenical Press 
DISAPPOINTMENTS SEEN Service: 82.01.21 


Lima (EPS) - An international gathering of theologians has noted "disappointment 
at a slackening of positive progress and at particular setbacks" in church union 
efforts. A sub-group report taken note of by the quadrennial meeting of the 
World Council of Churches faith and order commission, here [3-15 January], also 
calls for more sharing of information aboaut progress that has been made and 
"even louder" advocacy of "the essential calling to visible unity." 


The report emphasizes "the essential place of spirituality in the quest for 
unity," connections between various unity efforts and relationships of Roman 
Catholics, Orthodox, and Pentecostals to them, and links between "specific 
efforts for church union to the quest for renewal of the human community." 


"We are forced to ask ourselves," it says, "how far the efforts made to unite 
churches across confessional and historical divisions have also (if at all) 
furthered the renewal of human community.... Doctrinal consensus lacks authority 
if it does not bear upon the realitites of God's saving action in history." 


Commission member Paul Crow (US, Disciples) warned against three "new threats 
to [church] unity" - a dichotomy some propose between unity and mission, a 
"choosing of sides" some advocate between bilateral and multilateral union 
approaches, and"paternalism ofAmerican and European churches and some Christian 
world communions which divides churches in the third world." 


On the third point, Crow said sometimes "dependency is maintained or... the 
fear of losing western funds causes some churches... not to enter a united 
church. They prefer," he observed, "Lutheran or Methodist or whatever resources 
to a common eucharist and mission life with other churches in their land." 


Commission vice-mouerator Jean Tillard (Canada, Roman Catholic) said his church 
opposes "cheap unity" based on a least-common-denominator approach. He agreed 
some Roman union requirements, such as full communionwith the pope, currently 
raise great difficulties. 


But, he added,though the Roman church should not "lightly...change" its require- 
ments, it "should accept being challenged in its own understanding" of them, 

and "should not... force itself on others as if its position was still one of 
the ‘ecumenism of coming back.'" 


He suggested that united churches "may well be today... the providential means 
that we must develop to maturity."' Though not participating in them, Roman 
Catholicism should welcome "stronger and more solid" national united churches, 
he said. 


Nonetheless, he added, a denomination of a particular tradition should enter a 
united church only in harmony with international bilateral theological agree- 
ments to which it is related. And, he suggested, such church unions should be 
regarded as "'communions of groups, each... preserving its own personality, 
traditions, and conceptions, while already being... united in a common baptism 
and a complete mutual recognition of ministry and eucharist." 
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TENSIONS IN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
UNITY EFFORT NOTED Service: 82.01.22 


Lima (EPS) - On the road to church unity, some kinds of tension and division 
may be necessary, even helpful. That paradox figured in presentations to the 
quadrennial meeting of the faith and order commission of the World Council of 
Churches, here [3-15 January]. 


Speaking on the unity of the church and the renewal of human community, US 
Methodist theologian John Deschner contrasted a "wrong polarization which in- 
fects and divides our life and must be resisted" with a "right demand for a 
preferential option [for victims of oppression] which belongs to the quest 
for contemporary church unity. The two," he added, "must not be confused." 


Such an option, Deschner observed, "must generate tension and even conflict 
within the churches as they presently exist. Therefore church unity, profoundly 
understood, must embrace such tension, controversy and polarization and make it 
fruitful." 


He challenged his colleagues on the 120-member commission, of which he is a vice 
moderator, to help the church discern "why the pressure for polarization is 
not the same as the demand for the preferential option which unity requires." 


Argentinian Methodist José Miguez-Bonino called his presentation of a third- 
world perspective on ecumenism an effort to outline a "post-bourgeois Christiani- 
ty."" The theologian, also one of the six WCC presidents, described the world 

as a “house divided against itself... not in the first place an ideological 
confrontation between East and West... but the division between the rich and 

the poor, between the world centres of power and the dependent and exploited 
people." 


He called it "necessary to consolidate and give structural form to the provi- 
Sional achievements on the road to unity" but also, he said, Christians "cannot 
ignore the institutionalization into the life of the church of unjust... forms 
of domination, discrimination and privilege." These "provisional institutionali- 
zations of unity," he observed, "tend to become sacralized and to claim norma- 
tive character for all the future." 


In general, he suggested, "questions of race, sex, class are...not extraneous 
elements ideologically introduced in the discussion of unity. They are the 
necessary disruption of our premature unities which have incorporated the 
form of the world." 
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HOW, WHY OF CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
UNITY HIGHLIGHTED Service: 82.01.23 


Lima (EPS) - The unity of the church - how and why - was high on the agenda of 
the approximately 100 theologians from around the world who met here for the 
quadrennial gathering of the World Council of Churches faith and order commission 
PS- To Jalretiiy b. 


Christians, noted commission director William Lazareth, "often speak of church 
unity as a sign and a foretaste of the possible unity of the whole human fami- 
ly. The question is what kind of sign the world may be looking for in the 
churches." 


Suggesting that it may be both "a sacramental sign" and a "social ethical sign," 
he said "internal"signs such as a common confession of the faith, mutual recog- 
nition of ministers and ministries, and joint celebration of the eucharist by 
Christians from various traditions are related to "human rights, racism, eco- 
nomic and political justice, the nature of religions and cultures." These, he 
said, "are churches' problems as well as problems of the world... Ways in which 
the churches seek to cope with these problems may cause them to become divided 
or united." 


Church unity "pursued without due concern for this intersection with society," 
Lazareth warned, involves a "danger... that this internal sign may become 
countersign to God's reconciling love in the world. After all," he observed, 
"a church does not exist for itself...Unity should force the churches to see 
themselves in the light of God's ministry of reconciliation." 


Commission moderator Nikos Nissiotis called the Lima meeting a "witnessing 
event," but cautioned that "the road towards this kind of witnessing consensus 
within the one apostolic tradition is a narrow and difficult one. It can cause... 
churches frustration... We are in a delicate and difficult transitory period." 

As churches "struggle to restore communion," he said, "they have to be libe- 
rated from confessional verbalisms repeating defensive formulas, thus limiting 
their ecumenicity by a narrow-minded theology...." 


In his address, WCC general secretary Philip Potter said his impressionis that "we 
have not yet found a way whereby the results of studies and consensus state- 

ments can become incorporated into the thinking, teaching, and action of the 
churches." 


Quoting a 1974 faith and order report, Potter noted that many churches have 
inadequate channels to receive and consider international ecumenical reflec- 
tions, and "even where the institutional difficulties are minimal, the churches 
are very reluctant to recognize and receive the results of ecumenical study 
work which has not been conducted under theirimmediate control and supervision. 
This defensive reaction is all the stronger," he added, "the more ecumenical 
Studies touch the centre of the established ecclesial identities." 


Potter said that insofar as churches are not deeply engaged in WCC activities, 
they are "not ready to take steps towards the conciliar fellowship which we 

see as a way to the goal of visible unity." He called that a "challenge to the 
World Council as a whole, and particularly to our style and methods of initiating, 
shaping and carrying out studies and programmes. 
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LOVE ALL, PREFER Ecumenical Press 
POOR - CHURCH TOLD Service: 82.01.24 


Lima (EPS) - A noted liberation theologian has told an international, ecume- 
nical gathering of theologians that the church must express both the love of 
God for all people and a preference for the poor. 


Peruvian Jesuit Gustavo Gutiérrez quoted Pope John Paul II to champion "the 
church of all and especially of the poor." Both impulses must be kept to- 

gether, he insisted, even though that may cause tension. He spoke to the quadren- 
nial meeting of the World Council of Churches faith and order commission, here 
Polo. January | . 


The theologian's presentation was one of several parts of the two-week program 
meant to help the 100 or so commission theologians experience the situation 

of the church in this region. Also included were sociological, political, and 
cultural presentations, and three days of visits to and with area Christians, 
particularly those in the slums of Lima and the ad hoc "new towns" which ring 
it. Upwards of three quarters of the estimated five million Limans live in 
such districts, many without running water, garbage collection, paved streets, 
and/or electricity. 


There was also a public reception at the Lima civic center presided over by 
Peruvian president Fernando Belaunde Terry and the cardinal-primate of the 
Peruvian Roman Catholic Church, Juan Landdzuri Ricketts. 


In a reception address, WCC faith and order director William Lazareth asked 
the audience to pray for the commission's work for church reconciliation so 
Christians will "stop living the lie of our divisions." 


Outside, Carl McIntire and some Latin American followers handed out material 
charging the WCC promotes communism. The US fundamentalist was here in connec- 
tion with an assembly of a grouping of Latin American denominations affiliated 
with his International Council of Christian Churches. Lazareth said unspecified 
WCC opponents "must answer to God for their unjustified attacks" on faith and 
order work. 


Next day, McIntire and some supporters appeared outside the conference: centre 
where the commission met. They were invited in for informal conversation. 


In his opening address to the commission, WCC general secretary Philip Potter, 
said the Latin American meeting place shows. the continent's churches are 
“increasingly engaged with each other...preparing for the long journey towards 
ecclesial unity." Recalling the forced imposition of Christianity by the 16th- 
century Spaniards, Potter said the "story of the broken and dispirited Indian 
peoples of the American continent is a judgement on the churches’ understanding 
of the gospel." 


Potter noted the rich-poor gap, human rights violations, and "the old machismo 
tradition which prevented any meaningful community of women and men" in Latin 
America. All, he said, typify the "tragedy of our divided, unjust, and violence- 
oriented world." But he also cited signs of hope in church renewal efforts 

and justice movements which "cut right across the divisions of Catholic and 
Protestant." 
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THEOLOGIANS ASK WORLD Ecumenical Press 
CONFERENCE, 2 STUDIES Service: 82.01.25 


Lima (EPS) - On the last day of its quadrennial meeting, the World Council 

of Churches faith and order commission called for two major study projects 

to extend over the next several years, and a faith and order world conference 
in 1987. 


One study is titled "Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith 
Today." [See EPS 82.01.20]. The other, "Unity of the Church and Renewal of 
Human Community," would probe connections between the two. After extensive 
discussion of its pros and cons, Paul Crow, interim moderator of its steering 
group, concluded the theme "shows that the church is divided" over assumptions 
and implications related to it. 


Nontheless, WCC faith and order director William Lazareth strongly urged 
moving ahead. "No one partisan group," he declared, "is going to win this 
debate ecumenically." He said tackling the issues of the study is a sign that 
the commission - "the most comprehensive theological and ecclesiological 
forum in Christendom" - is "now coming of age." 


The 1987 conference would be the fourth. The first met in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
in 1927. The previous was in Montreal in 1963. The new proposal is subject to 
approval by the WCC central committee. 


In other actions the commission: 
- Recommended Lazareth's reappointment. 


- Projected a small meeting this year to discuss WCC concerns raised by 
Eastern Orthodox representatives at a consultation last May [1981 EPS 
no. 16/48, page 3.] 


~ Took steps to revise the WCC ecumenical prayer cycle and encourage greater 
coordination with other such efforts. 


- Accepted a recommendation which essentially leaves unchanged guidelines 
for eucharistic celebrations at ecumenical gatherings, formulated in 1952. 
Some had proposed changes in light of theological convergences in the 
three decades since then. 


- Accepted a series of recommendations relating concerns arising from the 
WCC study of the community of women and men in the church to the text 
on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) the commission approved here 
for sending to the churches. (See EPS 82.01.16). 


The commission concluded its work with a eucharist reflecting theological 
convergences summarized in the BEM text. Presiding was a US Anglican. At the 
altar and voicing parts of the eucharist prayer were four other ordained 
ministers - three men and awoman - an American Reformed, a British Methodist, 
a Tanzanian Anglican, and a Dutch Old Catholic. Preacher was a US Lutheran, 

and the Bible and prayers were read in seven languages by persons who accounted 
for four more traditions - Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, 
and United. 


Among other things, the assembled theologians prayed "that the churches may 
find again their visible unity in the one baptism... that the churches may 
attain communion in the eucharist at the one table... that the churches may 
recognize each other's ministries in the service of their one Lord." 
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BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY [See related items 82.01) 


A child is baptized during an Eastern Orthodox liturgy in Crete. 


(2728) 
(Photo: WCC) 
(2729) Crowds of "Jesus People" are baptized in the Pacific Ocean off the 


California coast. 
(Photo: Jesus Movement, California) 


Photos are available trom the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 66, 
1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12,— or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastern and 


hoto oikoumene developing countries 
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Members of the congregation bring forward elements for the Lord's Supper 
during a liturgy at Tamilnad Theological College, Arasaradi, India 
(Photo: Church Missionary Society) 


The Anglican Primate of Canada, Edward W. Scott (right) celebrates the 
eucharist during a meeting in Geneva of the World Council of Churches 
central committee. With hime (from the left) are Anglican Bishop Jaber 
Bryce, Fiji; Anglican Canon Rex Davis, England; and Church of North 
India Bishop Gubachan Singh. 

(Photo: WCC) 


A convert is baptized in the Nasik diocese of the Church of North India. 
(Photo: Church Missionary Society) 


The divine liturgy is celebrated in the Eastern Orthodox diocese of 
Innsbruck. 
(Photo: Diocese of Innsbruck) 
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ORTHODOX BISHOP: THEOLOGY Ecumenical Press 
NO BAR TO ORDAINING WOMEN Service: 982..02.01 


Lima (EPS) - An Oriental Orthodox bishop from India says there is "no 
theological basis" to object to the ordination of women. Geevarghese 
Osthathios, metropolitan of Niranam of the Orthodox Syrian Church of the 
East, said he would "very much plead with the Orthodox brethren" not to make 
women's ordination a church-dividing issue. 


He added that the practice should not be forced on any church; he did not 
think it appropriate for his own. His remarks came during a discussion 
of the subject at the 1982 meeting of the World Council of Churches 
faith and order commission, here [3-15 January]. 


More vigorous in his intervention was Australian Uniting Church theologian 
Norman Young. Heobjected to what he called a downplaying or softpedaling 
of the issue in some efforts to reach theological consensus on ministry. 
He called it "ecumenism by ultimatum" to seek church unity with women's 
ordination ruled out. 


Vigorous on the other side was USSR Eastern Orthodox Vitaly Borovoy. He 
called Orthodox opposition to women's ordination a question of "conscience, 
not of discrimination or ignorance". 


UK Eastern Orthodox John Zizioulas called for a careful study of the 
relationship of the risen Christ to maleness and femaleness. He said it 
may be too simple to say that because the historical Jesus is male. The 
celebrant representing Christ as the eucharist must be a man. 


US Anglican Robert Wright concluded that any serious work for church 
reunion must face the ordination question "squarely and in depth, with 
theological seriousness". 
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CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
BROADCASTING IN KOREA Service: 82.02.02 


Seoul (EPS) - The fate of the [Korean] Christian Broadcasting System is 
"not that of one broadcasting company but of the ecumenical mission of the 
church and the fate of a free and responsible press", according to CBS 
President Kim Kwan Suk. 


He was reflecting on the situation of the network, formed in the mid-50s, 
after all mass media in South Korea were reorganized and merged in 
November 1980. 


As detailed in a recent report for the World Association for Christian 
Communication by John Madeley,the changes meant an end to CBS news 
reporting and a stop to 90 percent of its revenue, which had come from 
commercial sales. 


In response, CBS began a drive to more than double the number of its 
supporting congregations from 40 to 100. A new support body was formed. 
Its projected 200,000 members are expected to provide CBS with US$ 3 million. 


Nearly a third of the network's airtime continues to be preaching, including 
a strong social witness. In addition, it has developed what might be called 
"participatory news", involving, for instance, networks of volunteer reporters 
such as taxi drivers and homemakers who appear on daily programs dealing with 
such things as traffic conditions, youth problems, and consumer and ecological 


issues. 


Kim Kwan Suk says Christian unity has been "dramatically promoted" as churches 


have responded together to support the work and witness of CBS since the 
November 1980 changes. 


EPS 


CONSULTATION CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
CHRISTIANITY, IDEOLOGY Service: 82.02.03 


Geneva (EPS) - How should Christianity understand its relation to the world's 
ideologies? For a week here [15-22 December] twoscore participants con- 
sidered that and related questions at an international consultation sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches. 


The conference report, completed in draft form,notes that ideological 
tendencies are found not only outside but also within the church. It says 
that on the one hand, the church cannot expect to be free of ideology if it 
is involved in important contemporary social issues. But on the other hand, 
it adds, that necessary involvement always carries the risk that the church 
becomes an uncritical captive of its ideological environment. 


Its survey of Christians and churches amidst ideologies in India, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, Latin America, the Caribbean, east and west Europe, 

and northeast US concludes that ideological forces are complex, that particular 
ideologies such as Marxism or racism vary from place to place, and that 
churches do not stand over against ideologies, but rather find themselves 

bound up with ideological forces, sometimes at the expense of the gospel. 


The draft report also outlines several ideological factors in Christian 
dialogue with other faiths, noting that very often participants are unable 
or unwilling to acknowledge them. For example, among nearly a dozen such 
factors in dialogue with Jews, the report listsa capitalist ideology common 
to western Jews and Christians, but also different assumptions about the 
relationships between religion and politics. 


It also details similar factors in encounters with adherents of Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and traditional African religions. It concludes with 
reflections on ideologies as they relate to the WCC, either expressed by 
that organization or perceived in it by others. 


In one of the three plenary addresses to the consultation, West German (FRG) 
theologian Michael Mildenberger noted that while some ideologies critique 
religion negatively, others "domesticate religion and make use of it within 
their own ideological framework", for example the "racist interpretation of 
Christianity in German fascism or in the apartheid [race separation] ideology 
of South Africa..." 


"Sometimes", he added, "religion is threatened much more by 'creeping' 
ideologies which hollow it out or change its terms of reference than by 
ideological pressure from outside". 


Mildenberger suggested that a sharp contemporary ideological challenge to 
Christian faith is "situations of conflict where people suffer from oppression 
and violence". He concluded that "ideological critiques are a value for 

the church, if it takes up the challenge and allows [itself] to be called 

to its own business" 


Where can the reflection about ideological questions best be discussed from 
now on? Participants at a follow-up meeting organized by the Council's 
unit on dialogue with people of living faiths and ideologies (Bali, 

28 December-4 January) request that a study group be formed. They also 
urged to develop dialogue programmes with a focus on ideological issues in 
community-- among them power, cultural identity, and the relation between 
faith and ideology. 


EPS 


CONFERENCE APPEALS TO Ecumenical Press 
CHURCHES IN CARIBBEAN Service: 82.02.04 


Willemstad, Curacao (EPS) - A call for greater cooperation between regional 

Caribbean and national church levels, and an appeal for more financial support 
from Caribbean denominations themselves, have been issued by the third general 
assembly of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, meeting here [19-24 November]. 


In a message to the CCC's 29 member churches, the assembly said "ecumenical 
action on the national level... to promote truth, goodness, justice, love, 
and peace can be most concrete". Thus, it added, "it is... imperative that 
any dichotomy which may exist between the CCC... and the churches at the 
national level be faced squarely and resolved". 


As for financing, the assembly message noted that "up to now we have depended 
to a large extent upon funding from overseas, with member churches making a 
modest contribution. The time has come," it added, "for a greater commitment 
by our member churches to make more substantial contributions to the 
orgari?zatiron. $2" 


The approximately 300 church representatives from 27 Caribbean territorial 
units also approved a variety of other resolutions. As reported by Caribbean 
Contact, regional monthly supported by the conference, they include: 


-- a mandate for "humanitarian support" by churches of movements 
opposing political violence against Caribbean peoples struggling 
for justice and basic human rights. 


-- support for breast-feeding of babies because of medical research 
and "our own experience... that infant formulae prepared and fed 
under unsanitary conditions" have contributed to infant medical 
problems. 


-- a call for an end to laws which discriminate against children. 


-- support for "the elimination of negative images, racist and sexist, 
of women as presented in the region's mass media system". 


-- changes in the CCC structure to respond to "concerns for a trimming 
of the CCC's bureaucracy, for more effective management, and tighter 
financial control". 


Two new CCC members were accepted -- Spiritual Baptist Church of Trinidad 
and Tobago and Episcopal Church of Cuba. 


Elected CCC co-presidents until the November 1986 assembly were Joan Jones, 
president of the Anglican Mothers' Union of Trinidad and Tobago; Paul Rudolf 
Doth, urban evangelistic mission director of the Moravian Church in Surinam; 
and Kelvin Felix, Roman Catholic archbishop of Castries, St. Lucia, and 
formerly CCC church renewal director. 


In a joint statement, they said they would "constantly challenge our member 
churches to demonstrate in word and deed the deepest commitment to the 
highest ideals of Christian service to all our people". They added a hope 
for "significant development among our member churches in recording their 
priorities to ensure that our assemblies and other meetings provide an 
opportunity for the evaluation of real accomplishment and not only a sounding 
board for great ideas". 


EPS 


PATTERN CHANGE URGED: Ecumenical Press 
FROM POWER TO PRAISE Service: 82.02.05 


Lima (EPS) - The church and the world need to move from a pattern of power 

and control to one of praise, according to a US Reformed theologian. Letty 
Russell made her suggestion in a presentation on unity and the human community 
at the quadrennial meeting of the World Council of Churches faith and order 
commission, here [3-15 January]. 


Russell called the "paradigm of domination... the mental picture and language 
of reality that predominates in church and university and... most of the socio- 
economic and political structures of our societies". She suggested that 
Systematic theology reflects this pattern, which is often alien to women or 
third-world people. 


Thus, “the price of inclusion in the theological enterprise is loss of their 
own perspective and culture in order to do 'good theology'. Those who 
persist in raising questions and in perspectives that do not fit in the 
paradigm pay the price of further marginalization", she added. 


As an alternative, Russell offered a "paradigm of doxology in which people 
value the possibility of diversity and inclusiveness". The domination 
paradigm, she said, is often used to justify "personal and corporate sin. 
The church has no business continuing to order its life and thought of unity 
in pyramids of domination". 


In another presentation related to a recently completed, four-year faith and 
order study of the community of women and men in the church, UK Anglican 
Mary Tanner said a conclusion to be drawn from it is that "the community of 
[Scripture] interpretation has to be broadened if we are to... grasp more 
fully" biblical meaning. She said the sex of the interpreter "as much as 
theological traditions, educational background, cultural influence, affects 
what ... is heard from or out of the text". 


Among suggestions for biblical interpretation derived from the community 
study, Tanner said, is that "so called 'feminine' qualities which the Bible 
itself acknowledges belong to the nature and being of God must be reasserted". 
She called the Spirit "the woman at the side of God in creation". Spirit, 

she said, "needs to be rethought, not to suggest God as female, but to show 
that God does not exclude either male or female, but unites, fulfils, and 
transcends [each] in ways beyond our finite comprehension". 


Tanner also called for more care in Bible translation so that language used 
is not "more exclusive" than the original, more attention to "biblical 
symbols and motives which can lead women out of a divided life", and a re- 
interpretation of the stories of creation and the beginning of evil in the 
world "on the basis of right exegesis... in more healing ways than those of 
the past". 


Speaking on ministry, French Eastern Orthodox Nicolas Lossky reaffirmed his 
tradition's opposition to the ordination of female priests and bishops, but 
said women could and should be involved in a great variety of other ministries, 
including an ordained diaconate. 


US Lutheran Constance Parvey said "much of the experience of the community 
study [which she oversaw] is characterized by a pilgrimage, not by leaving 
the church, but by going with the church into 'new land', wherein the web of 
race, sex and class oppression can be overcome". She and others said that 
though the study is formally over, the issues and perspectives it raises 
continue to be important ecumenically. The commission dealt with various 
ways to include community-study concerns in faith and order work. 


EPS 


CHURCHES ACT ON Ecumenical Press 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS Service: 82.02.06 


Geneva-(EPS) - Several Christian bodies in different countries have taken 
action related to nuclear and other forms of disarmament. 


In Sweden, the ecumenical council urged the US and USSR to "stop all nuclear 
weapons tests, as well as production, development, and deployment of new 
nuclear weapons and missiles". A letter from council leaders to the two 
superpowers' disarmament delegations here also urges destruction of half 
of all nuclear weapons stockpiles, and a "European nuclear-free zone from 
the Atlantic to the Ural mountains". 


In the UK, [Reformed] Church of Scotland members are being asked by their 
moderator and two past moderators to sign a petition urging abolition of 
nuclear weapons and other steps towards general and complete disarmament. 
The petition is to be presented to the UN special disarmament session this 
June. 


In the US, a pastoral letter from the moderator of the United Presbyterian 
Church and its mission council asks UPC members to fast, pray, and converse 
with at least one other Christian weekly as a self-imposed discipline, on 
Matters related to concern for peacemaking. These actions are to continue 
until the annual UPC assembly, beginning 21 June. 


In the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), the executive committee of the 
Reformierter Bund calls "the use of atomic weapons... a sin''. Ina letter 
to the 430 Reformed congregations within that country's regional churches, 
the committee adds that "Christians are not allowed to cooperate in the 
development of such weapons even if... commanded by the authorities". It 
says that with nuclear weapons, "no 'just' war is any longer possible”. 


Also in the FRG, the Evangelical Church in Germany, a grouping of regional 
Lutheran, Reformed, and United denominations, issued a document on current 
peace issues. In Holland, the Netherlands Reformed Church issued a pastoral 
letter urging unilateral steps towards disarmament. 


EPS 


CONCERN OVER SITUATION OF Ecumenical Press 
ASYLUM SEEKERS IN EUROPE Service: 82.02.07 


Zeist (EPS) - In some European countries detention of asylum seekers is 
increasing. Sometimes an asylum seeker may be deported before a final 
decision has been taken on the request, or the application takes unduly long 
to be processed, meanwhile denying the applicant the right to work. 


These are among the findings discussed at a recent seminar on problems of 
asylum seekers in Europe. Held in the Netherlands, the meeting was attended 
by 50 representatives of 30 voluntary agencies. 10 countries were represented, 
as well as the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) , and the Council of Europe. 


Among recommendations to European governments are the need for a fair and 
sympathetic hearing for asylum seekers, for the right to work while waiting 
for processing, for facilities to cope with the profoundly disturbing 
psychological effects which often result from leaving one's country. 


The seminar also insisted that all requests be given individual consideration. 
It is planned to provide a list of experts throughout Europe, who would 
provide specialist advice on questions relating to asylum. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.02.08-14 


(82.02.08): By action of its synod, the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine 
has increased from 1.5 to 2 percent of its budget the amount it spends on 
development efforts. The synod also asked parishes to set aside 2 percent 

of their budgets for such aid. It suggested that individuals in the 
denomination spend one percent of their income in support of efforts on 
behalf of third world peoples. 


(82.02.09): Members of ten large US denominations (one Baptist, one Anglican, 
three Lutheran, one Disciples, three Reformed, and one Methodist) increased 
their per capita giving for their churches' work by 8.5 percent from 1979 

to 1980. The inflation rate in that period was 12.4 percent. The 1980 
giving figure was US$ 203.70. The comparable figure for those ten plus 

30 smaller denominations was US$ 213.41. 


(82.02.10): A weeklong church seminar in Yaoundé, Cameroon, has condemned 


non-spontaneous abortions and misuses of contraceptives. It also urged 


better preparation of people for marriage, sex-education courses in schools, 
and more support for couples to engage in responsible family planning. The 
meeting was organized by the Federation of Evangelical Churches and 
Missions of the Cameroons. 


(82.02.11): About 50 Nepalese Christians are reported in jail for violating 
that country's constitution, which forbids the changing of one's religion. 


(82.02.12): Three US nuns and a missionary were murdered in El Salvador a 
little more than a year ago. Government sources quoted in the El Salvadorean 
press say that the accused killers, six national guardsmen, are to be tried 
soon. Sectors of the armed forces are opposing the trial. However, bringing 
to justice the murderers is one of the agreements between US and Salvadorean 
authorities -- a satisfactory outcome of the trial could well prove a 
condition for congressional approval of continuing aid to the governing 
junta. Violence against civilians in El Salvador has been on the rise since 
the beginning of this year. Human rights organizations are quoted as saying 
they have documented the disappearance of 210 people in the first 20 days 

of 1982 -- and an average of five dead civilians are found daily, riddled 
with bullets or hacked with machetes. Junta president José Napoleaon Duarte 
said during a recent visit to the United States that members of the 
government security forces have been relieved of their duties because of 
"excesses" against the civilian population. 


(82.02.13): A grant of US$ 100,000 for assistance to Angolan refugees is 
being made to the World Council of Churches (WCC) by the Canadian Council 

of Churches (CCC). The WCC estimates that there may be up to 800,000 people 
in need of assistance. Angola has been flooded with increasing numbers of 
displaced persons due to the civil unrest in neighbouring Namibia. Acute 
malnutrition and deaths from starvation are being reported. In another 
development food aid worth US$ 3 million was granted by the European 
Economic Community (EEC) Commission. 


(82.02.14): Rastafarian long hair should not forcibly be cut off -- at 
least this is the decision of the Catholic Commission for Racial Justice, 
one of the commissions of the Bishop's Conferences of England and Wales. 
They argued that Rastafarian codes of dress, including the long hair style 
of 'dreadlocks', should be accepted as authentic religious expressions. 
Rastafarianism is a West Indian cult centred o 


n the person of the late Haile 
Selassie, emperor of Ethiopia. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources Bro. *OLe02+ to 18 - 


(82.02.15): The Evangelical Khmer Church in Kampuchea was given permission 
to celebrate Christmas on the 24 and 25 December last year. Participants 
at the church services now number about 150 -- among them 25 are baptized. 


(82.02.16): Followers of Korean San Myung Moon, who are generally known as 
Moonies, are moving their headquarters from England to the Federal Republic 
of Germany. They call themselves a "unification church". The move appears 
to be in response to a long and costly trial, (against the "Daily Mail"), 
following a libel suit by the Moonies -- which the sect eventually lost. 


Observers of various sects movements think that about 40 full-time Moonie 
leaders and nearly 400 so-called missionaries have moved to Germany. 


The Evangelical Church in northern Germany has issued strong warnings against 
a new campaign by the sect. Apart from their belief.in the “inhuman sub- 
mission" of the individual and the destruction of social and family ties, 
Rev. Moon advocates a "fanatical anti-communism" in preparation for a "good" 
third world war, said Rev. Martin Bethge in Hamburg. According to German 
church officials it is therefore warranted to watch the sect as a 
politically dangerous ideology. 


(82.02.17): Gongs, cymbals and soft chanting greeted the personnel of the Ecumenica 
Centre in Geneva when they arrived for work one morning earlier this week. 

The entrance hall was decorated with banners calling for peace, and 

photographs depicting the horrific effects of the atom bombs dropped on 

Japan at the end of World War II. The Centre had been chosen by the 

international WOMEN FOR PEACE movement for a week-long "Fast for World Peace". 


At the opening of the disarmament talks here in Geneva between US Secretary 
of State Alexander Haig and Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei A. Gromyko 
WOMEN FOR PEACE hope to attract world attention to the armament crisis. 


In regular attendance at the Centre are ten to fifteen women and men, 
including three Japanese monks. But organizers of the fast say that many 
more supporters are fasting in solidarity in the Geneva region, or even in 
other parts of Switzerland and Europe, although they are unable to attend 

in person. During the day, at regular intervals, small delegations of 
fasters leave the Ecumenical Centre for a slow procession and a silent 
protest in front of the buildings where the officials are meeting or staying. 


WOMEN FOR PEACE is a European movement, founded in 1977 by Aline Boccardo 
in Switzerland. 


(82.02.18): Southeastern Zaire is struggling with an expanding cholera 
epidemic. Reliable sources report that 3,000 people have already died and 
that only limited means are available to cope with the outbreak. 


The executive secretary of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, 
Dr. Duvon Corbitt, has requested Church World Service, to provide medical 
relief supplies, including 100,000 doses of cholera vaccine. But he said 
that "there is no way one agency can cope with the large numbers of cases 
being reported, especially since they are scattered over a vast area plagued 
by poor transportation facilities". He expressed hope for international 
Bice 
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ECUVIEW : Ethiopia - Revolution and the church EPSme 82902219 


Ninan Koshy is director of the international affairs commission at the World Council of Churches. 
He has visited Ethiopia regularly and most recently in mid-January. 


"The day I left for Addis Ababa we had received news about the arrest and detention of the top leaders 
of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekanu Yesus (EECMY), a member of the WCC. [The Mekane Yesus Church 
is said to have the allegiance of 500,000 of Ethiopia's 600,000 Protestants, ed.]. This coming in the 
wake of the take-over of the EECMY headquarters in November '81 naturally caused considerable concern. 
[The six-storey building was taken over by the government after church officials had been given 24- 
hours to leave it. In an interview with Reuters news-service, foreign minister Feleke Gedle-Giorgis 
said that among other accusations the headquarters had been used "for the preparation and dissemination 
of anti-Ethiopian and anti-revolutionary tracts and leaflets".] After twelve days of detention the 
EECMY leaders were released on bail on 14 January. They have to appear in court again of 5 February. 
They have been charged with "meeting in a public place to disturb peace". 


Observations about the churches in Ethiopia and religious freedom can be sometimes misleading. It is 
difficult to get a clear picture. On the one hand the churches are growing, in terms of attendance. 
On the other hand churches ~- especially in some parts of the country - face difficulties. Several 
church buildings have been closed. There are political factors which have been partly responsible 
for the difficulties of the churches, in regions where fighting is going on. There does not yet 
appear to be a coherent religious policy for the Ethiopian government. Of course the government has 
given assurances to religious groups from time to time about religious freedom, role in development 
etc. But some of the actions, especially by some local authorities, cause concern. Whether they 
reflect a general hardening of the attitude to the churches should be watched carefully. 


There are some observers who feel that the influence of the church may be a factor affecting the 
formation of the party. The Ethiopian revolution is in search of a party. This is a unique feature 
of the revolution. In late 1979 the Commission to Organise the Party of the Working People of 
Ethiopia (COPWE) was established. But the party is not formed yet. There are several reasons for 
the delay and the difficulty; the ideological debate is still unresolved; much of the attention of 
the leadership is concentrated on the troubles in different regions; fundamental questions about the 
policy of the country and the nature of the party have been raised; the ideological formation of the 
cadres has not been satisfactory, and the relationship of the major mass organizations to the party 
in formation is not clear. 


At the moment it is the Eritrean region that seems to demand the full attention of the government. 

The Ethiopian government claims to have finally "smashed the secessionist movement" in the region. 
Military success however may not guarantee a solution of the problem which will need political 
settlement also. According to the 'Ethiopian Herald' the Commander-in-Chief (i.e. Lt.Col. Mengistu, 
Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council) is in Asmara "esiving requisite directions 
on the expediting of the reconstruction drive in the Eritrean region as a component of the ongoing 
national revolutionary development campaign". Eritrea has become one among several "nationality' 
problems that the government has to deal with. 


Meanwhile the economy is in bad shape. The revolution has however several achievements to its credit, 
especially results of the land reform. Continued fighting in several parts of the country, drought, 
distribution difficulties etc., contribute to the present difficulties. Issues related to economic 
development and aid also become part of the ideological debate giving occasionally confusing signals 
to some Western countries. Ethiopia receives the lowest amount of aid per capita of any developing 
country. 


It is clear that the struggle continues -within the government also- over the character of the new 
Ethiopia. What values? What programmes? What ideology would be the most appropriate for building 
a new society? During such debate religious policy is not coherent but religion becomes a component 
of the debate. The Ethiopian revolution is still at a very early stage and few processes of social 
and institutional transformation have proceeded far enough to allow us to speculate about their 
permanence. 


- Ninan Koshy - 


ECUVIEW : Latin American Statements of Faith PPSeweo2. 02.20 


(The following is excerpted from a presentation to the faith and order commission of the World Council 
of Churches in Lima last month by Jaci Maraschin, an Anglican theologian from Brazil.) 


In Latin American society churches are divided according to the division of society : the main divisions 
of the churches are not, in this part of the world, the traditional and classical denominational 
divisions, but the divisions between oppressors and oppressed, between rich and poor, though not 

always at the level of conscience... 


The history of the Christianization of Latin America is now well known. Christian faith was and is 
still professed and confessed by the colonizers and by the powerful as formal, dogmatic, authoritarian, 
infallible and systematic. 


Believing in Jesus Christ has always meant believing in a series of formal dogmatic propositions. 

In other words, accepting a system that means nothing else than the assurance to the powerful of the 
rights to the power and to the poor and oppressed, the consolation of conformity and resignation. 
Such an understanding of the confession of our Christian faith led to a superstitious way of being 
Christian until very recently... 


Christian faith is not a system although it has been systematized many times and in different places. 
It is not a system although it carries within itself the potential for systemization. Christian faith, 
we think, is before anything else a living experience, a mode of being, an atmosphere where Christians 
move and act from. 


Christian faith is a faith confessed by a living community, although in that community each one 
confesses it individually, together with his neighbour, in such a way that in the other he grows and 
makes community possible. Christian faith confessed individually is never confessed in isolation. 


Christian faith is confessed in the scope of a culture. So it is codified. That is why it is always 
confessed in a particular way. The confession of the Christian faith, which is universal only becomes 
possible in my specific place and in my particular time. It is in this way that the universal gets 
meaning. 


Christian faith is a faith, not a philosophy. It does not depend on rational categories but on the 
gift of God, full of love, of His Son Jesus Christ nurtured by the power of the Holyespirrt. elt does 
not depend on the wisdom of this world, though the wise ones of this world are not, necessarily, 
excluded from it... 


Our Latin American confession in God the Father, means a confession that God hears the people's cries. 
We are asking in our liturgical assemblies and in our ordinary ways of life where this God of Christian 
‘faith is. Is he hidden in some esoteric formulation written by some ancient Christian scholars in 
Nicea and Constantinople? Is it hidden in the suffering of Latin American "campesinos"? Behind the 
faces of our starving populations? In our hope? 


To be sure the question of our people is not a question about faith and order, but a question of life 
and death. The question of our people is not, primarily, a question about the unity of the divided 
denominational churches, but a question about the unity of life... 


We shall end with a profession of faith from Brazil 


We believe that God is Father, that he cares with special 
affection for the suffering, the little ones, the migrants, 
the poor, the exploited. 


I believe, Lord, 
but come and increase my faith. 


We believe that Jesus came ‘to announce the Good News to 
the poor, to give sight to the blind and to set free those 
who are ill-treated'. 


I believe, Lord, 
but come and increase my faith. 


We believe that the Holy Spirit reveals his love to little 
ones and gives us strength to struggle side by side with 
our comrades to form a fraternal world in accordance with 
the will of the Father. 


I believe, Lord, 
but come and increase my faith. Amen 
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INTERNATIONAL CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
TEAM BACK FROM POLAND Service: 82.02.21 


Geneva (EPS) - A four-person international church team has returned from a 
five-day [8-12 February] visit to Poland, including a two-hour discussion 
with Polish leader Wojciech Jaruzelski. During it, the team reports, he 
foresaw a stop by month's end to most of the martial law restrictions which 
affect most Poles "under the condition that nothing extraordinary will happen 
as a result of internal or external factors". 


The team visited the mostly Roman Catholic country at the request of the 
Polish Ecumenical Council. PEC groups most other Christians, including 
Eastern Orthodox, Old Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, and Baptist 
denominations. 


The team also met for an hour with the bishop who is secretary of the Polish 
Roman Catholic bishops' conference. 


Representing the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Conference of European Churches, all 
based here, team members were Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan John of Helsinki, 
American Lutheran Presiding Bishop David Preus, UK United Reformed Provincial 
Moderator Fred Kaan, and Director Ninan Koshy of the WCC Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. 


In a report the team says it was most impressed by the "strength and vitality 
of the churches in the midst of such a complex situation... Churches hold 
intercessory prayers for those who are interned" and "maintain contacts with 
those who are interned especially from their own denominations and assist 

the families of the interned wherever possible". 


The report says economic sanctions against Poland by some Western countries 
have" immediately and directly affected the people in the further shortage 
of consumer articles including food. This measure is bound to forfeit the 
good will of large sections of the Polish people". 


According to the report, "it seems that martial law is generallyaccepted as a 
painful necessity... the lesser evil" to avoid a civil war and/or outside 

military intervention. Government and Roman Catholic estimates of the number 
interned are said to roughly coincide -- about 4000, 1800 having been released 

since the martial-law detentions started two months ago. Detention conditions 

are described as "not good in the beginning", but now "good" in most of the 

16 centres. 


As for the now suspended independent trade union Solidarity, the report says 
"the spontaneity of the growth... the genuineness of the concerns... the 
legitimacy of its protest and the very wide mass base it had -- all are 
generally recognized... It is obvious that in the rebuilding of the Polish 
society it has to take a prominent place, but not necessarily in the way it 
functioned in the later period.’ 


The team makes seven recommendations: continuation of WCC-coordinated 
humanitarian assistance; expressions of concern by churches about the 
effects on the Polish people of Western economic Sanctions; encouragement of 
dialogue among various parties within Poland; encouragement of further 
consultation between PEC and the Roman Catholic Church; interchurch efforts 
to gather and interpret information on the Polish situation; church visits 
to and from Poland; more prayer. 
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BISHOPS ACT, SPEAK Ecumenical Press 
ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS Service: 82.02.22 


Geneva (EPS) - Bishops and other church leaders in several countries have 
acted and spoken on nuclear and other weapons in recent weeks. 


In East Germany (GDR), Werner Krusche, bishop of the Evangelical Church of 

the Province of Saxony, called for "urgent, very concrete work ... to get 
away from the system of mutual terror. The same goes for... calculated 

steps towards unilateral disarmament..." he added in a report to the national 
synod of that country's federation of Lutheran and United churches. 


Krusche is the federation's presiding bishop. He also said the GDR church 
intends to continue to urge that the government allow social work as an 
alternative to compulsory military service. The government has rejected 
such proposals so far. 


In the US state of California, 11 church jurisdiction heads are supporting 

a plan to allow Californians to vote next November on whether to urge the 

US to propose to the USSR an immediate halt to testing, production, and 
further development of all nuclear weapons, missiles, and delivery systems 

in a way that can be checked and verified by both. Roman Catholic, Methodist, 
Disciples, Brethren, Anglican, United, Reformed and Lutheran leaders back 

the ballot petition drive. 


Up the US Pacific coast, Seattle Roman Catholic archbishop Raymond Hunthausen 
says he is withholding half his 1982 US income tax to protest "our nation's 

continuing involvement in the race for nuclear arms supremacy". If tried and 
convicted, he could be fined up to US$ 10,000 and/or jailed up to five years. 


Hunthausen says he is "not pointing a finger of accusation at those who 
disagree with what I plan to do". Nor, he adds, is he "suggesting that 
all who agree with my peace and disarmament views should imitate my action". 


In Edinburgh, the bishops of the Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal Church say in 
a mid-February letter on nuclear weapons that "we must educate, agitate, 

and organise for a reduction in arms expenditure, conventional as well as 
nuclear". They call for education, political involvement, and international 
exchange as responses to nuclear arms questions. 


Describing the issue as "vast, complex, and divisive", the bishops call 
European peace-movement supporters "at least as thoughtful and well informed 
both politically and theologically" as others who champion opposition to 
communism "by a combination of spiritual commitment and force of arms". 


Referring to the difficulty of conclusive proof for the position of either 
side, and noting "myths, stereotypes and the sterilities of confrontational 
attitudes", the bishops refer to a "wide-spread feeling of fatalism and 
helplessness ... We do not believe that Christians can acquiesce in such 

a sense of impotence", they add. 
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ABORTION CONTINUES Ecumenical Press 
AS NORWEGIAN ISSUE Service:82.02.23 


Oslo (EPS) - There have been various developments on the abortion issue in 
Norway in recent weeks. 


The county court of Malangen has unanimously cleared a [Lutheran] Church of 
Norway pastor who has not performed duties as a civil servant. For three 
years, Bérre Knudsen has been refusing to do such things as officiate at 
Marriages and keep church registers to protest the 1979 law which made 
abortions in Norway easier to obtain. 


Three bishops were among those who testified in his defence. Later, Oslo 
bishop and church primate Andreas Aarflot said the court's verdict supports 
the official church view that the law is unethical. The government is 
expected to appeal. 


Late last year, a report to the governing Conservative Party proposed that 
the abortion law be left largely as is, though with strengthened provisions 
calling for a woman to counsel with a person whom she trusts before taking 
any decision on the matter. 


Product of a committee chaired by theology professor Inge Lénning, the report 
would put the country's abortion regulations in the context of the defence 
of human life against various forms of modern medical technology. 


Chairman Anfin Skaaheim of the council of 11 church voluntary organizations 
told that group's annual meeting, in Geilo, that "it is tragic that it is 
politically impossible to establish legal protection for unborn life in 
Norway today". 


The report has also been criticized by two of the church's bishops, although 
a third described it as a basis for possible progress in the abortion debate. 
The Church of Norway Information Service reports "no indications that the 
present abortion law has led to any dramatic increase in Norway's abortion 
rate", estimated at 14,000 last year. 


Also at the Geilo meeting, the organization representatives discussed the 
role of the church in working for disarmament and peace, though without 
coming to common mind. They also considered their groups' role in 
evangelization and the country's spiritual life. 


After the meeting, the general secretary of Norwegian Church Aid, Jan 
Erichsen, said here the organizations should “take initiatives on 


cooperative efforts which might cut administration expenses". 


Noting their current financial difficulties,Erichsen said it is a "peculiar 
Norwegian phenomenon to have separate projects for the same purpose, 
irrespective of the cost". 


He also criticized proposals that the organizations ask for state support 
for their publications. "I don't think it would be a great loss for 
Christianity in Norway if one or more of these publications disappeared, or 
if several publishers joined in a common magazine projects", he said. 
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CHURCHES MAKE CUTS Ecumenical Press 
IN COMMUNICATIONS Service: 82.02.24 


Geneva (EPS) - Cutbacks in projected or already functioning church communication 
efforts have been announced in various parts of the world in recent weeks. 


In Nairobi, the executive committee of the National Christian Council of 

Kenya decided to close the English-language newspaper, Target. They cited 

lack of funds. A related Swahili publication, Lengo, is published independently 
in Dar es Salaam. 


In its last editorial, Target asked readers to "pray for us as we wage a new 
battle to try and salvage the only medium of communication meant for all 
churches in Kenya". A Target management committee member reportedly blamed | 
the suspension on a "total failure" of NCCK and other church leaders. The 
closing of the Salisbury-based church paper Moto and the possible closing of 
Munnon, a Uganda church publication, have also been reported. 


In the Middle East, plans for a US$ 6 million project to provide daily radio 
broadcasting for the region from Cyprus were abandoned by the Middle East 
Council of Churches "due to insufficient international support". 


A statement from MECC, Lutheran World Federation, and World Association for 
Christian Communication said the decision came "with great regret" because 
only Swedish chruch sources were willing to commit money for it. 


MECC General Secretary Gaby Habib said a study of regional religious broad- 
casting could lead to a possible substitute for the shelved proposal. The 
California-based High Adventures Ministry has a US$ 4 million, three-station, 
radio-tv operation at the Israel-Lebanon border. [EPS No.31-13 November 1981]. 


In New York, United Methodist communication officials announced that 10 staff 
members are being let go, two offices closed, and a nationally-syndicated 
radio program, "Connection", discontinued in an effort to salvage a campaign ~ 
to raise US$ 25 million for a denominational effort at ministry in and 


through the electronic media. 
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PROSYLETISM DISCUSSED Ecumenical Press 
BY FINNISH CHURCH REPS Service: 82.02.25 


Helsinki (EPS) - If the different Christian communities are "poaching" from 
each other in Finland, it should stop. That was a conclusion of a church 
leaders' seminar on the subject sponsored by the country's ecumenical council. 


The dominant Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, and the country's 
Eastern Orthodox, Methodist, and Roman Catholic communities generally do not 
recruit members of other groups for their own. But Lutherans and others 
have objected to what they consider unacceptable evangelization methods by 
Pentecostals and others, inducing adherents of other Christian traditions to 
"convert" and be baptized again. 


A representative of the Finnish Free Church (Congregational) said the work 
of his denomination "is not directed against any church, but against the 
world that has become alienated from the church". He suggested a kind of 
Lutheran proselytizing occurs when young members of minority Christian 
traditions are forced by social pressure to join the majority church -- to 
be able to attend Lutheran pre-confirmation school, for example. 


Statistics recently released indicate that about 92 percent of Finns born 
in 1980 were baptized under Lutheran auspices. Lutheran membership in the 
country is about 4.3 million in about 600 parishes. About 3 percent of 
Finns attend church on an average Sunday. 
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LUTHERANS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
BIOMEDICAL ETHICS Service: 82.02.26 


Madison, Wisconsin, US (EPS) - In recent years, about 20 children have been born 
after "in vitro fertilization". In that process, eggs and sperm are brought 
together in the laboratory. A fertilized egg is then inserted in a womb to 
develop into a baby. 


Questions about that process were reviewed at a US-Lutheran consultation 

here. John Buuck, president of Concordia College, Milwaukee, called discarded 
"abnormal" .eggs "mini-abortions". He added, "we are already witnessing the 
erosion of our idea of man as something splendid or divine, as a creature 

with freedom and dignity, and in its place we see an individual as simply a 

bag of chemicals to be manipulated". 


In another presentation, University of Wisconsin psychiatrist Warren Olson 
said the publicity which surrounds the birth and development of such "test- 
tube" children is bad for them. He said the "horrendous medical evaluations" 
to which the parents must submit are dehumanizing. And he noted the high 
cost of in vitro fertilization - US$ 4-8 thousand. 


Nonetheless, he said, psychologically, such children generally suffer less 
feelingsof rejection than adopted children. 


This was the second of six such meetings sponsored by the Lutheran Council 
in the USA. Its theological studies director, Joseph Burgess, said "the 
burden of proof really rests with those who... claim" that in vitro 
fertilization is unnatural. He suggested it could be "an example of what is 
truly human in the deepest sense of the word" because it makes it possible 
for parents. to have children who might not otherwise. 


US critics of the procedure have included Moral Majority leader Jerry 
Falwell and Buffalo Roman Catholic Bishop Edward Head. He faulted it as 
"depersonalizing", among other things. 
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CHURCH MEETING FAULTS Ecumenical Press 
POLAND, SALVADOR, US Service: 82.02.27 


New York (EPS) - A meeting of North American church leaders on the subject 
of human rights has condemned martial law in Poland and El Salvador, and US 
reaction to both situations. 


The three-day consultation, here, was sponsored by the Churches' Human Rights 
Program for the Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act, a joint effort of 
the [US] National Council of Churches, the Conference of European Churches, 
and the Canadian Council of Churches. A similar regional consultation was 
held last year near London. Another is planned in east Europe later this 
year. [EPS No.26 - 25 September 1981]. 


The group's statement calls martial law in Poland and elsewhere a "orievous 
violation of human rights ... but knowing our complicity in [some martial-law 
regimes such as El Salvador} we oppose any self-righteous political misuse 

of this tragic period of martial law in Poland". It says it is "grateful 
that the social influence of the Polish churches has played an important 

part in limiting the violence in so volatile a situation". 


In a separate letter to the US and Canadian governments, the approximately 

65 participants from the two countries opposed the "proposed increase in 

US military assistance to... El Salvador". They urged both governments to end 
all military aid to "this martial law regime". 
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CANTERBURY IN Ecumenical Press 
GENEVA VISIT Service: 82.02.28 


Geneva (EPS) - World Anglicanism's leading figure, the 102nd archbishop of 
Canterbury, Robert Runcie, has scheduled a weeklong visit to Geneva, 21-27 
February. His programme includes visits with staff of the World Council of 
Churches (24-25 February) and various Geneva-based, non-church international 
organizations (22-23). 


He plans talks at the offices here of the Lutheran World Federation, 
Conference of European Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


The archbishop's itinerary also includes meetings with Anglican and other 
local church and civic representatives. A news conference is scheduled for 
noon at the great hall of the Ecumenical Centre» 25 February. 
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HOLY LAND ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
COOPERATION ENDORSED Service: 82.02.29 


Ayia Napa, Cyprus (EPS) - A call for greater ecumenical cooperation in the 
Holy Land has been issued by participants in a consultation sponsored here 
by the Lutheran World Federation. Representatives came from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Jordan, the Lutheran Church in Israel, and various 
international supporting churches and agencies. 


Improving the quality of tourist visits to the area, enabling people who 
visit to better understand the local churches, and more help for visitors 
with particular interests, such as journalists and clergy, were also stressed. 
The Middle East Council of Churches and the United Christian Council in 
Israel were emphasized as vehicles for ecumenical cooperation by Lutherans 

in the area. 


An LWF liaison officer may be placed in the area to help implement 
consultation recommendations. Christians are a Holy Land minority. Most 
of them belong to several Eastern and Oriental Orthodox communities. 
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UK EVANGELICALS DIFFER Ecumenical Press 
ON PAPAL VISIT PLANS Service: 82.02.30 


London (EPS) - The Evangelical Alliance, based here, has urged British 
Evangelicals "not to engage in negative counter-demonstrations" during the 
projected visit of Pope John Paul II next May. 


The statement from the group's executive council came as members of some 
Protestant societies planned a 29 May demonstration here following a 
papal meeting with British church leaders in Canterbury. 


The alliance statement urges evangelicals to "treat those in the Roman 

Catholic Church with love, respect, and courtesy, to listen with genuine 
openness to those who speak of renewal and reformation within Roman Catholicism 
and... to engage in a positive proclamation of the fundamental truths of the 
gospel to all people". 


The statement outlines three 'fundamental differences between biblical truth 
and the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church which cannot be lightly 
dismissed in a mood of ecumenical euphoria". These relate to biblical and 
other authority, the nature of salvation, and worship practice, the alliance 
says. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.02.31-36 


82.02.31: South Africa-West Germany 

Representatives of the West German (BRD) Alliance of Reformed Churches 

have told white Dutch Reformed South African church leaders to end support 
for apartheid (race separation), or dialogue between the two groups will be 
"terminated". Swiss Reformed Christians took such action last year. 


82.02.82: Hattt, El Salvador 

About 200 officials of denominations associated with the [US] National Council 
of Churches are urging the US government to immediately release and resettle 
3,200 Haitians detained in the US. The officials also ask an end to all 

US economic and military aid to the El Salvador government. They were 
attending an NCC-sponsored consultation on immigrants, refugees, and migrants. 


82.02.83: South Africa-Nethertlands 

H.B. Weijland, secretary of the synod of the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands, has protested ongoing detentions of South African union leaders, 
student activists, and church people. He wrote to the South African foreign 
and police ministers. 


82.02.34: Norway-women 

Oslo bishop and [Lutheran]Church of Norway primate Andreas Aarflot has 
refused an ordinand's request for separate ordination service so that he 
would not be ordained at the same time some women were. The primate said 
it is against his conscience to symbolize disagreement about female pastors 
in that way. The first female pastor was ordained in the Norwegian church 
in 1961. Currently, five of the church's 10 diocesan bishops ordain women. 
They total about 50 of the church's 1,000-plus parish pastors. 


82.02.35: Braztl-ecumentcal 


The Brazil Christian Council has issued a statement condemning corruption, 
political oppression, and excessive materialistic concerns in Brazib. tgie 
says they contribute to exploitation and an internal migration of Brazilians 
from rural to urban areas where there are high unemployment and large slums. 
The council includes Roman Catholic, Methodist, Anglican, and Lutheran 
denominations. 


82.02.36: Angltcan-btoethtes 

The social responsibility board of the [Anglican] Church of England says in 
a statement on treating severely abnormal babies that "it can be morally 
legitimate not to seek to preserve life at all costs, as if existence were 
the main or only end to be achieved. On the other hand," it adds, "a 
deliberate intention to kill must be condemned. There is an overriding 
moral responsibility to relieve pain and distress, even though this may 
shorten life..." The boardsays the law of the land and individual 
consciences must be respected in such decisions. 


ECUBITS : News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.02.3/7-43 - 


BatU0.. Of ee URSA 

The East German (DDR) government prohibited West German (BRD) journalists 
from attending a two-day synod of the Federation of Evangelical Churches 
in the DDR. The BRD government has protested previously that such actions 
violate agreements between the two countries. 


82.02.38: US-creattontsm 

The government of the US state of Arkansas says it will not appeal a court 
ruling overturning a state law which sought to ensure that both evolution 
and "creationism" are taught in science classes in the state. 


82.02.39: Nrcaragua-Angltcan 
Three US Anglicans ministering in an isolated region of Nicaragua have been 
arrested by the national police. 


82.02.40: Refugees-—convictton 

Two US Anglican priests have been fined US$ 1,000 in connection with their 
part in bringing more than 400 Cuban refugees into the country in 1980. 

They violated in 1917 a law prohibiting trade with US enemies. The maximum 
sentence could have been 10 years in jail and a US$ 50,000 fine. The priests 
say they will appeal. 


82.02.41: Copts-re lease 

Egyptian authorities have released three bishops and two priests of the 
Coptic Church. They were detained in the late President Anwar el-Sadat's 
actions against various political and religious movements last year. 
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82.02.42: DDR-dtsarmament 


About 200 East German (BRD) church people and others have reportedly signed 
the "Berlin Appeal". It calls for dismantling nuclear weapons and withdrawing 
foreign armies from both Germanys. 


82.02.43: China-visttors | 
After a 13-day visit to China, a delegation from the British Council of 


Churches said it was impressed by the enthusiasm and devotion apparent in 
crowded church services, by the number of church buildings already reopened 

and by the number of new baptisms reported. A recent Norwegian church visitor, 
Egil Grandhagen, assistant general secretary of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, 
called the China Christian revival "astonishing". He did note some apparent 
differences of opinion between leaders of officially-sanctioned Christian 
groups and unofficial "house communities". 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS :82.02.44-50 


82.02.44: McCord-rettrement 
James McCord has announced his retirement as president of Princeton 
[New Jersey, US] Theological Seminary effective 31 August 1983. Among other 


current and past positions, McCord is president of the Geneva-based World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


82.02.45: Moravtans-anntversary 

The Moravians are beginning a yearlong celebration of the 250th anniversary 
of their missionary work, symbolized by the arrival of Leonard Dober and 
David Nitschmann in St. Thomas, West Indies, 13 December 1732. The Moravian 
movement began in what is now Czechoslovakia in 1457, inspired by the life and 
work of John Hus, who was burned at the stake for heresy. 


82.02.46: Algerta-reconstructiton 


Three village health centres and a clinic were formally turned over to the 
Algerian government in El Asnam [4 February]. The US$ 1.4 million for them 
was contributed by 26 national ecumenical bodies and service agencies around 
the world through the World Council of Churches. The reconstruction money 
followed an earthquake in the mostly-Muslim country in October 1980. 


82.02.47: Pope-visit 

Pope John Paul II has announced a third international visit this year, to 
Spain in mid-October. He would be the first pope to visit that country. 
He travelled to West Africa in mid-February, his first trip out of Italy 


since the attempt on his life last May. Next May, he is scheduled to visit 
Britain. 


82.02.48: Norway-radto 

Norway is experimenting with "local radio" and a third of the 18 groups 
recently given permission to broadcast are Christian. The test period runs 
till the end of the year, by when the government culture ministry is to 
decide whether to continue this supplement to programming by the state-run 
Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation. 


82.02.49: Ntgerta-schools 


The African Christian, a weekly published by the Africa Church Information 

Service in Nairobi, reports that the "battle for church schools rages on", 

with renewed church requests for the return of religious schools taken over 
by Nigerian states during the 1970s. 


82.02.50: Norway-ecumentcal 

After advice from [Lutheran] Church of Norway primate Andreas Aarflot, 
Roman Catholic Bishop Gerhard Schwenzer of Trondheim was replaced by a 
Lutheran pastor as preacher in a Sunday ecumenical service broadcast during 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Eastern 
Orthodox, Methodist, Baptist, and Salvationist representatives participated. 
Aarflot said such a transmission of a Lutheran Sunday service with a Roman 
Catholic preacher is not desirable under current ecumenical conditions. 

He called for work and prayer so that "we may reach the stage where this 
kind of Christian community is considered just:and natural". 


ECUBITS : News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 382 .02.51-56 


82.02.51: Afrtca-radto 
The Roman Catholic Church in Africa is launching a comprehensive survey to 
determine ways to strengthen its own radio presence on the continent. 


82.02.52: Spatn-communtcatton 

Seven minority Christian communities in mostly Roman Catholic Spain have 
decided to set up an interdenominational organization to coordinate their 

mass communication work. Involved are Baptists, Brethren, Evangelicals, 
Churches of Christ, Anglicans, Assemblies of God, and Independent Evangelicals. 


82.02.58: South Afrtca-Angola 

The Finnish Missionary Society reports South African troops plundered an 
FLM-related mission station and an office and bible school of the Southern 
Angola Lutheran Church late last year. 


82.02.54: Botswana-Lutheran 

The reunification of two groups of Lutherans in Botswana has been proposed 

by the latter part of this year. The 10,000 or so Lutherans in that southern 
African country split in 1978. A report from Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Information says 'various conflicts... threatened to impair the work and 
credibility of the two church bodies". In January, the Botswana government 
ordered the expulsion of the bishop of one of the two Lutheran groups on 
grounds that the US missionary is an obstacle to the groups' reconciliation. 


82.02.55: Norway-El Salvador 

The foreign relations council of the [Lutheran} Church of Norway has sharply 
criticized increases in US support to the El Salvador government. The protest 
was signed by the church's primate, Oslo bishop Andreas Aarflot. 

82.02.56: Africa-church 

Maxime Rafransoa, general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
has told a group of visiting US students that more than anywhere else, the 
church in Africa is interwoven with society and enjoys great popular support. 
He also criticized some overseas ecumenical partners who require excessive 
paperwork in connection with financial aid. 


82. Cave Pee CHINa-pUp les 

The vice-president of the Chinese Christian Council said during a US visit 
that Bible smuggling "embarrasses the church" in his country. He said Bibles 
are printed there economically and that is a source of pride for the 
estimated one million Christians among the nearly one billion Chinese. 

During a two-day China visit earlier this year, [Anglican] archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie said he often feels that "the smuggling in of 

Bibles gives more satisfaction to those who smuggle them than to those who 
receive them". 


82.02.58: Namtbta-plant 

The manager of the printing plant of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango 
Church [in Namibia}, destroyed in a mysterious bombing in 1980, says he expects 
the rebuilt facility to reopen this summer [1980 EPS No.31-27 November]. 


ECUBITS - News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.02.59 


82.02.59 Angola-reltef 
A second plane load of relief supplies to assist some of the estimated 
600,000 Angolans adversely affected by South African military action, internal 
civil strife, and/or drought, has left Frankfurt. Its 37 metric tonnes of 
cargo included a land rover, rice, medicines, blankets, tents, clothing, 
Spare parts, and office supplies. Late last year, 30 tonnes of seed were 
flown to the country, also part of a US$ 1.3 million emergency programme 
coordinated by the World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS). Future parts of the programme are expected to involve shipment 
of food in bulk by sea. 
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ECUVIEW : "Apartheid Church in Turmoil" Ecumenical Press 
Service: 82.02.60 


(The following is reprinted from All Africa Press Service, a news and features 
service of the Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service) 


South Africa's conservative Nederduitse Gereformeede Kerk (NGK), the country's 
most powerful ally of the ruling white minority Government's apartheid policy, 
is facing a crucial year in 1982 following deep ideological differences within 
its ranks. 


The first signs of a split emerged late last year when a number of verligte 
(liberal) theologians and younger members of the church resigned from the 
white NGK to join the African, Coloured and Indian sister churches. The 
black churches have already broken off links with the white NGK because of 
the white church's dogged support for apartheid. 


One of the prominent theologians to resign from the Afrikaner church is 
professor Nico Smith who quit his post as head of the theological seminary 
at Stellenbosch. 


Sources report that verligtes and younger members of the NGK are squaring 
to challenge the conservative and ultra-right-wing policies of the church 
by introducing a radical resolution in the church's caucus to break the 
back of the conservative clique. 


The resolutions will include a push for the abolition of racial barriers, 
the neutralisation of the secret Afrikaner body, Broederbond, which holds a 
strong influence in the white NGK, and the desegregation of the church so 
that it would be open to all groups. The reforms are expected to receive 
stiff opposition from the pro-apartheid leadership. 


The proposed reforms have been supported by black theologians. Alan Boesak, 

a former black consciousness leader who is now a minister in a Coloured 

Dutch Reformed Church, said the verligte clergy and members were in a better 
position to influence changes in South African society than white politicians. 


"No other organization in the country, not even parliament, can play a 
greater role for peaceful change within South Africa than the white NCK 
headed by verlightes", he said, "but if they fail, the situation here will 
get worse". 


Another theologian said that central to the debate on the crisis in the 

NGK is the role of the secret Broederbond organization. If the anti-racists 
win the struggle, the Broederbond would have its power and prestige eroded 
to such an extent that it could also face a split. 
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ECUVIEW : "Uganda Church Under Attack from Government" Ecumenical Press 
Service:82.02.61 
(The following is an edited version of a report which appeared in African Christian, a weekly 
published by the Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service. It begins by describing a 
memorandum presented late last year by Christian and Muslim religious leaders to Uganda President 
Milton Obote. The report says it is "widely feared that the church may come under increased 
pressure to curtail its pastoral activities in order to avoid an outright clash with government". 


Although the religious leaders conceded that there are political dissidents operating in the country 
with the declared intention of overthrowing the government, they blamed most incidents on insecurity 
in which property and lives have been lost on the indisciplined and cruel army. 


They appealed to the government to take quick measures to discipline and control the movements of 
armed security prsonnel, remove them from operating road-blocks, and confine them to ; 
their barracks instead of letting them roam the countryside aimlessly. 


The religious leaders also proposed the formation of a security committee comprised of government, 
religious organizations and opposition representatives to monitor incidents of insecurity and 
advise the government on how to deal with them. 


In Uganda the criticism of government on security matters, let alone the army, is an issue which has 
led the critics into grave consequences. The four religious leaders therefore knew that they were 
handling a sensitive subject. However, what made the situation worse was the fact that despite an 
understanding between them and the government that they should refrain from dealing with the press 
on this matter, the memorandum on security presented to Obote was already in circulation in the 
capitals of the West. 


This annoyed the government considerably and it is understood that Obote wrote a long memorandum to 
the religious leaders reprimanding them for their violation of the understanding. 


Although the government has not come out directly to condemn religious leaders, many cabinet ministers, 
leading politicians and officials have attacked religious leaders at rallies for interfering unduly 
in politics. 


In a rare interview on the state television, Uganda's vice-president Paul Muwanga, made 
what was seen so far as the most fierce attack on religious leaders and accused them of hyprocrisy 
and complicity with groups of political dissidents who have declared a war against the government. 


Muwanga accused a white priest in charge of a Roman Catholic parish at Bukalamuli, of having harboured 
guerrillas. Government troops sent in the neighbouring villages to search for guerrillas, caused 
great havoc. Over 7,000 residents of the area including children, women and the aged took refuge in 
the Roman Catholic parish where the sick were cared for and food and some form of shelter given. The 
assistance required was so great that the Roman Catholic leader in Uganda and Kampala, archbishop 
Emmanuel Nsubuga, appealed for local and external assistance for the refugees. 


The cardinal's extensive publicity about the plight of residents of Bukalamuli did not go down well 
with government authorities. Muwanga alleged that only two miles away from Bukalamuli parish guerrillas 
opposed to the government had laid a landmine which hit a bus and killed all its passengers; also that 
the Gombolola (sub-county) chief in the area and his family had narrowly escaped death at the hands 

of the same guerrillas. 


Muwanga disagreed with the criticism that his soldiers sent in the area to search for guerrillas had 
caused atrocities in the area. "They are not there to cause any undue inconvenience to anyone, and if 
any was caused, I regret it," he said. 


On the same Uganda television interview, another government official, Peter Otai, accused the religious 
leaders of hypocrisy and "selective approach", adding that in fact within himself "there remained very 
little respect for the religious leaders". 


Otai said that he is dismayed to note that even the Anglican leader of Uganda, archbishop Silvanus Wani, 
who was in office after succeeding a murdered fellow bishop, had the temerity to associate himself 

with a document which condemned the government and unfavourable compared it to that of dictator Idi 
Amin's regime of murder and terror. 


The two government ministers wondered why religious leaders did not come out and condemn acts of 
violence by political dissidents who "in fact had publicly claimed responsibility for what had happened 
even in those very places where trouble was". 


This television programme was also widely covered by the state radio and print media. The general 
reaction by the public was fear for the future of the status of religious leaders, let alone respect 
for the role of religious organizations in the country. 


"People of goodwill are gravely hurt at heart by such illogical and baseless attacks on religious leaders 
which are now persistent from certain members of government in a way now very reminiscent of the Amin er 
the opposition-backed English weekly "Munnansi" (The Citizen) commented recently. It added, "to many 
conscientious people, this recent attack by the ministers on the religious leaders, was very unfortunate, 
unfair and unnecessarily humiliating to the religious leaders, to say the least. Repeatedly, these 

most venerable servants of God and humanity have been on record for condemning violence in every form 

no matter its engineers. With respect to the government, what they have blamed it for is its utter 
failure to protect the citizens and their property and its over-reaction against innocent people in 
areas where acts of banditry have allegedly taken place". 
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CHURCH TEAM REVIEWS Ecumenical Press 
ITS VISIT TO POLAND Service: 82.02.62 


Geneva (EPS) - Members of a four-person international church team that visited 
Poland [EPS 82.02.21] say a meeting with Polish leader Wojciech Jaruzelski 

duing their stay was "the most substantial Opportunity yet" for leaders of 

the Polish Ecumenical Council to have "discussions with the government leadership". 
The team and three PEC representatives spent two hours with Jaruzelski and the 


Polish government minister for religious affairs, a meeting PEC encouraged, 
team members reported. 


The four went to Poland after PEC's invitation to visit its constituency. 
Poland is mostly Roman Catholic. PEC groups most of the other Christians there. 


Among team members' observations of Jaruzelski were that he is "very much 
willing to dialogue", though one judged his answers to questions about martial 
law "predictable" and another found his discussion of the future role of churches 
and independent trade unions "positive but vague". He is "very much the 
general", one observed. 


Team members discussed the contents of their report about the trip in a 
news conference and individual conversations, here following their return. 
[The report is available to journalists on request to EPS]. The delegation 
was made up of Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan John of Helsinki, American 
Lutheran Presiding Bishop David Preus, UK United Reformed Provincial 
Moderator Fred Kaan, and Director Ninan Koshy of the World Council of 
Churches' international affairs commission. It represented the WCC, 
Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
Conference of European Churches. 


The team report observes that ecumenical relations between the Roman Catholic 
and the minority churches "have been practically non-existent", though 
"during the recent period there has been some improvement". In general, it 
says, the minority churches "find themselves today in a situation which may 
be described as one of disillusionment and frustration, but which is also 
perceived as a period of renewal and spiritual development". 


It adds’ that church membership and attendance are up and "there is an un- 
precedented demand for Bibles". International church humanitarian aid "is 
being effectively distributed to the needy through cooperative efforts of" 
PEC, the Roman Catholic Church, and the governemnt, it notes. '"'The Poles 
we saw believed the aid is saving them from a food disaster", Preus observed 


Members of the group stressed that their observations about the ill effects 
of Western economic sanctions on the Polish people refer specifically to 

"the use of food as a political weapon" and resultant reductions in food 
available to "the ordinary people of Poland". They also noted that their 
observations are based in large measure on conversations with and information 
from the individuals they met -- mostly church leaders, plus some government 
SELicials. 


John of Helsinki said the "heavy programme" did not allow very many 
"grassroots contacts", nor did the group see leaders of the now suspended 
trade union Solidarity. "We certainly met Solidarity sympathizers", he added. 


Preus said Solidarity continues to have wide support, but that people are 
more cautious -- displaying Solidarity buttons on the backs of their lapels, 
for example. "That the Polish people are operating under extreme restrictions 


was manifest", he said. 
EPS 


[NOTE: A statement by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter immediately after 
the imposition of martial law in Poland appeared in 1981 EPS No.35.] 


YOUNG CHRISTIANS FOR Ecumenical Press 
GLOBAL JUSTICE MEETS Service: 82.02.63 


Orillia, Ontario, Canada (EPS) - Participants in the third annual event of 
Young Christians for Global Justice have opposed US involvement in El Salvador, 
supported equal rights for women, and endorsed a "world peace pledge". 


The ecumenical youth council reports 140 delegates from 33 US and Canadian 
organizations involving people ages 16 to 30 attended. A YCGJ report on 
its meeting describes its ecumenical constituency as "socially active youth". 


Another focus of the five-day gathering was. land claims by North American 
Indian tribes. "One of the horrible things is that Europeans lump all 
native people together", said one conference participant, a self-described 
"mixed native breed". Leota Didier-Douglas said cultural differences 
between various tribes are as great as between Greeks and Finns. 


What can churches do on this issue? "Start looking around for where native 
people are", Didier-Douglas suggested. "Realize that the problem is all 
around us. All Indians do not live on reservations in the Southwest, 
making rugs." 


Participants also heard from Canadian Anglican primate Edward Scott and 
Canadian United Church moderator Lois Wilson. She challenged Christians to 

be "confident without being self-righteous". Scott said there is a 
"subtleness to the depths of sin, which we in North America don't want to see". 


Between annual events, a steering committee of 12 youth and young adults 
and four non-voting staff advisors evenly divided between US and Canada 
look after the organization. 


EPS 
S. AFRICA CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
DIFFER OVER APARTHEID Service: 82.02.64 


Pretoria (EPS) - A meeting here aimed at dialogue, if not greater cooperation, 
between the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) and the South African Council 
of Churches and its various denominational members has ended unsuccessfully. 


According to a report from the Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service, at the end of the conference the more than 500 participants 
"found there was nothing to be united about except the existence of God". 
The SACC is a vigorous opponent of white-minority rule in the country. 
Many of the country's leaders are affiliated with the NGK. 


NGK Director Pierre Rossouw said apartheid (race separation) is sanctioned 
by God. He condemned efforts to Africanize the church and accused 
ecumenical meetings of being social-welfare trade unions, ACIS reports. 


Angry reaction from blacks present included booing and whistling, though ~ 
later some said it might be helpful to have on public record attitudes 
blacks have long experienced. Many whites as well, including some from the 
NGK, were negative about the presentation. One called it "untheological 
and based on hearsay and ideology". 


EPS 


CHURCH PEOPLE REACT ON Ecumenical Press 
SALVADOR ELECTION, AID Service: 82.02.65 


San Salvador (EPS) - The senior Roman Catholic bishop in El Salvador says he 
hopes legal action being taken against former national guardsman in connection 
with the murder of four US missionaries in December 1980, is not "simply a 
gesture to please, to gain publicity in order to promote further US economic 
aid". A condition placed on further US aid by the US Congress is that there 
be progress in investigating the slayings. 


The. bishop, Arturo Rivera y Damas urged both the government and the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), which is fighting it, to work towards 
a "political solution" for the strife-torn country. 


In mid-February, news service reports said the FMLN announced it is 
"elaborating a proposal for a negotiated political solution", though that 
"does not mean that the struggle is waning or that we are ready to lay dow 
our weapons". The FMLN estimates it controls a third of the territory of 
the small Central American country. 


The Roman Catholic bishops of the country have endorsed the elections 
scheduled for 28 March as "a faint glimmer of hope, a possible beginning of 
a solution to the present crisis of the country". 


The sentence and other parts of the bishops’ statement were used by the 

US administration recently to support its assessment that the human rights 
Situation in the country is improving. Such positive judgment is required 
by US law for further US military aid to the country. 


The Salvadoran bishops’ statement, as released by the US state department, 
also Says "all Catholics... have the obligation of conscience to vote. In 
this way we will know the will of the Salvadoran people... We regret that 
some of our brothers reject" the election process. 


In Washington, a US Catholic Conference official called the Salvadoran 
bishops' "expression of hope" something "not essentially different from 
what any bishops might say before national elections". USCC Latin American 
affairs advisor Thomas Quigley called it unjustified to link it to a 
discussion of military aid. 


A week later, USCC president John Roach, archbishop of St. Paul-Minneapolis, 
reiterated the US bishops' opposition, voted last November, to US military 
aid. "If the US is to play any constructive role in ending the fratricidal 
conflict", he said, "it should be by strengthening the political will of 
those willing to dialogue, not by massively increasing the destructive 
capability of the armed forces". 


In London, a five-person delegation from the British Council of Churches 
urged the UK government not to participate as observers in the upcoming 
elections "which aim to legitimise the atrocities being committed against 
the Salvadoran people". 


After a visit to refugee camps on the Honduras/El Salvador border and meetings 
with human rights workers in El Salvador, the group also urged greater 
protection for refugees against kidnapping and murder. 


In Geneva, Pax Christi, the international Roman Catholic peace group, said 
church people are being tortured and persecuted in El Salvador and neighbouring 
Guatemala. It called plans for elections in the two countries a joke. 


EPS 


CHURCH LEADERS' TRIAL Ecumenical Press 
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY Service: 82.02.66 


Geneva (EPS) - A trial of several leaders of the Ethiopian Evangelical 
[Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus has reportedly been postponed indefinitely, 
following a three-hour session 5 February. 


They were detained during the first half of January and charged with 
"meeting in a public place to disturb peace". They were released on bail 
14 January. The group included EECMY President Emmanuel Abraham. 


After a late January visit to the country, Lutheran World Federation 
General Secretary Carl Mau said the government has no reason to mistrust 
or fear the EECMY, which he called a "positive element in the Ethiopian 
society, which is in the process of revolutionary change". 


Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reported in the middle of 
January that Ethiopian foreign affairs minister Feleke Gedle~Giorgis 
accused some officials of the EECMY of crimes ranging from gun-running to 
ivory smuggling. ACIS said the charges are "considered to be the strongest 
ever made by the government against the Lutheran church, which has been 
closely engaged in development work". In addition, ACIS reports, the 
government minister denies there is Ethiopian government persecution of 
Christians. In the same story, ACIS recalled the March 1977 government 
takeover of the LWF-operated Radio Voice of the Gospel facilities, and 
noted that in mid-1979, EECMNY General Secretary Gudina Tumsa was abducted 
by unknown people. He has not been heard from since. 


In another report, ACIS says Ethiopian [Oriental Orthodox] Church Patriarch 
Tekle Haimanot has denied "with deep sorrow" allegations by the archbishop 

formerly in charge of Ethiopian monasteries in Jerusalem that the Ethiopian 
government is persecuting religion. Speaking on the BBC, Aba Mathias said 

Orthodox churches in the country are being closed and manuscripts and other 
valuables taken from monasteries. 


But in an interview with the French news agency AFP, ACIS reported, the 
patriarch said more than 2,000 new churches and five clergy training centres 
had been built since the revolution which overthrew Emperor Haile Selassie 
in the mid-1970s. He said more religious publications are in circulation 
and church congregations are larger than ever. 


He added that Aba Mathias' BBC interview is an effort to "cover up his own 
criminal responsibility and disloyalty to the church" in connection with a 
driver he employed who is said to have forged church cheques and stolen 
large sums of money and several icons in Jerusalem. 


In a report following a mid-January visit to the country, World Council of 
Churches international affairs director Ninan Koshy said, "Observations 
about the churches in Ethiopia and religious freedom can be sometimes 
misleading. It is difficult to get a clear picture... There does not yet 
appear to be a coherent religious policy for the Ethiopian government". 
[EPS 982 202.19) 
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TRIAL OF PASTORS Ecumenical Press 
TO RESUME IN MAY Service: 82.02.67 


Geneva (EPS) - The trial of two Lutheran pastors accused of being accessories 
to murder is scheduled to continue in May in Venda, one of the black home- 
lands created by South Africa but not recognized by other countries. 


The trial opened 12 February and was then adjourned. The two (M. Phaswane 
and P.M. Phosiwa) are accused of involvement in a police-station bombing 
last 3 November, which killed two police officers. Charges against two 
other pastors were dropped, but they are detained as state witnesses. 


Venda is about 60 percent Lutheran; altogether, nine pastors work there. 
About a dozen lay leaders are also in prison. One died there. In court, 
the two accused pastors said they were tortured by shock treatments applied 
to their genitals. One showed injuries on his head and hands. 


Lutherans in the region are part of the Northern Diocese of the South-Africa 
based Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. Diocesan Bishop 
Solomon Serote has rejected charges that the detained church people are 
connected with "terrorists". 


Authorities expelled South African Council of Churches President Peter 
Storey and General Secretary Desmond Tutu when they attempted to visit the 
detainees last month. 


Some church people attribute the government actions at least in part to a 
desire to froce formation of an independent Lutheran denomination in Venda. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.02.68-70 


82.02.68: Yugoslavita-chureh/state 

The head of the Yugoslav Communist League has rejected a "political position, 
a partnership arrangement in political affairs" for Yugoslav churches. He 
said "no concession is possible" in terms of proposals that there be more 
church control of education. 


82.02.69: USSR-broadcasts 

A Central Asian Communist Party paper says some Western religious broadcasts 
in Russian are affecting some segments of the population. "Under the 
influence of ideological diversion", says the article, some people "enter 
into conflict with Soviet power". It said this is particularly true of 
unregistered Baptists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and Adventists in the region, 
some of whom have been arrested it said for "calumny against Soviet power". 


82.02.70: Norway-gay 

A gay has taken the parish council of the Oslo suburb of Lilleborg to court. 
Ole Fredrik Einarsen says he was denied a post as a youth worker because he 
has made his homosexuality public. He says he is willing to abide by a 1977 
Statement by the bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway. It urges 
equal treatment of homosexuals but concludes that it is impossible to find 
biblical support for recognition of "homosexual relationships parallel to 
the marriage between man and woman". 


ECUBITS : News In Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS :82 302271276 


82.02.71: Greece marrtage 


An extraordinary session of the bishops' synod of the [Eastern Orthodox] 
Church of Greece has condemned government proposals to allow civil marriage 
in the country. It called the plan "contray to divine law". Currently, 
civil marriage is impossible in Greece, even for non-believers. Further 
church-government meetings on the proposal are expected. After the synod 
statement, the Greek justice minister said "we respect the opinion of the 
church, but it is not binding on the state". 


82.02.72: Vattcan-nuclear 

A study commissioned by Pope John Paul II to study effects of nuclear war says 
"recent talk about winning or even surviving a nuclear.war must reflect a 
failure to appreciate medical study". 


82.02.73: Jesutt-Guatemala 
Jesuit leaders in US, Canada, Mexico, Venezuela, France, Spain, and Ireland 


are asking that Luis Eduardo Pellecer, a Jesuit abducted last June and who 
subsequently appeared on Guatemalan television renouncing his involvement 

in "subversive violence" be allowed to undergo independent physical and 
psychiatric examinations. The head of the 10 US regional Jesuit leaders says he 
is convinced that Pellecer is a "victim of brainwashing". 


82.02.74: Ghana-church farming : 
The bishop of the Anglican diocese of Koforidua in Ghana F.G.A. Okine, says 


churches should consider large-scale farming to become economically self 
sufficient. 


82.02.75: England-membershtp ; 4 : 
The [Anglican] Church of England has stopped estimating its total member- 


ship because "a satisfactory basis for calculating [it] ... no longer 
exists". Until last year, a formula was applied to derive the figures, 
but changes in the composition of the English population (a larger 
proportion of immigrants) and changes in baptism practices (people tending 
to be baptized at a later age) have led to at least the temporary 
abandonment of this particular statistical effort, Estimated CE membership 
is 25)mil lion. 


82.02.76: Ntcaragua-grassroots 

The Roman Catholic primate of Nicaragua and archbishop of Managua, Miguel 
Obando y Bravo, has reportedly agreed to meet with representatives of 
grassroots Christian communities in the country. Rome-based Inter-Press 
Service says the meeting was "expected to open a dialogue between the 
bishops' conference and the grassroots communities". Divisions between 
the two "began almost as soon as the Sandinista National Liberation Front 
overthrew the government of the late General Anastasio Somoza" in mid-1979. 
One area of disagreement concerns the hierarchy's clergy assignment policies. 
Some Christians have occupied church buildings to protest them. 


ECUBITS : News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS O2e0 2072 | 


82.02.77: US-Agent Orange 

Executives of three US denominations (United Presbyterian, United Methodist, 
and American Baptist) and seven Roman Catholic women's religious orders in 
the US have urged the US government to continue to ban a component of the 
defoliant "Agent Orange". The appeal came amid reports that a government 
agreement with Dow Chemical Company, a primary producer of the component, 
would lead to an end to the emergency ban. "Agent Orange" was used during 
the Vietnam war. It has been cited as a source of health problems for 
veterans of that conflict. 


82.02.78: US-pastor firings 

Firings of pastors by their congregations are at an all-time high in the 
[US] Southern Baptist Convention, second largest US denomination. One 
regional study says among reasons are a lack of clear biblical understanding 
of pastors’ role, unrealistic expectations about him or her, differences 
between the pastor and other church leaders about leadership style, and 

lack of adequate self-care by the pastor -- such as not taking days off, 

not pacing self -- resulting in depletion and burnout. 


82.02.79: Canada-radto/tv 

The Canadian Radio Television and Telecommunications Commission is re- 
examining its rule against granting licenses for individual stations or 
networks to religious groups. Mainline Christian denominations generally 
oppose religious stations as such, favouring instead regulations which 

would require stations to devote some time to balanced religious programming. 


82.02.80: West Afrtca-pope 

Leaving Nigeria at the end of a portion of his West Africa trip, Pope John 
Paul II said that country's children "have more power than all the nuclear 
power stations in the world, because you have the power to bring peace and 
happiness to the world". During a brief stop in Benin, where about three 
quarters of the people follow feticheurs (leaders of traditional religions), 
the Pope was welcomed by the country's president Mathieu Kerekou, who 
delivered what news agency reports described as a "stern revolutionary 
lecture". In the course of his trip, the pope called for closer Muslin- 
Christian relations, reiterated opposition to abortion and most forms of 
birth control, and said the church is to respect African culture. 


82.02.81: US-broadcasters 
The annual convention of the [US] National Religious Broadcasters included 


an appearance by US President Ronald Reagan who said, among other things, 
that "it is time to realize that we need God more than He needs us". 

During the convention, Methodist minister Donald Wildmon, head of the 
National Federation for Decency and the Coalition for Better Television, 
announced his groups would launch a nationwide boycott of some television 
advertisers next month to protest "immoral programming". But at another 
news conference, Moral Majority head Jerry Falwell said his group would not 
participate because the major networks “are making a sincere effort to 
improve, and I don't expect that in a year everything can be corrected." 


ECUBLITS : News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.02.82-86 


82-02-82: Ireland-worshtp 

The bishops of the [Anglican] Church of Ireland have written to the 
denomination's priests reminding them that ecumenical worship services 
"cannot be a substitute for the provision of a distinctly Church of Ireland 
worship for its people". The bishops also stressed that invitations to 
clergy of other traditions to take part in Irish Anglican services must be 
approved by a bishop. 


82.02.83: Dtscetples—anntversary 

January 1982 marked the 150th anniversary of the union between two 19th 
century US Christian movements -- Barton Stone's "Christians" and Alexander 
Campbell's "Disciples". Three groupings of contemporary Christians are 

major descendants of that coming together -- Churches of Christ, North 
American Christian Convention, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
A group of congregations which declined the 1832 union eventually became 

part of a predecessor denomination of the [US] United Church of Christ. The 
UCC and Disciples are currently considering possible union later this century. 


82.02.84: South Afrtca-Reformed 

The synod of the Reformed Church in South Africa (GKSA), a small, white 
Dutch Reformed denomination, has asked the country's government to eliminate 
some of the restrictions on the country's non-white majority. The synod also 
defeated a proposal to sever ties with the international Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod. The Reformed Church in Africa, a small Indian daughter-church of 

the large white Dutch Reformed Church, has issued a report critical of the 
government's policy of resettling blacks in special "homelands". It also 
opposes policies which allow citizens to be jailed without trial and/or 
confined to their neighbourhoods and kept from attending meetings or being 
quoted in the media. 


82.02.85: USSR-Pentecostal 

One of the seven Pentecostals who have been living at the US embassy in 
Moscow since June 1978 in an effort to obtain permission to have the USSR 
has returned to her Siberian village. She began a hunger strike before 
Christmas, was subsequently taken to a Soviet hospital, and then returned 
briefly to the US embassy. She said she would continue her efforts to get 
permission to emigrate. 


82.02.86: Romanta-RC/Orthodox 

The bishops of the Romanian Orthodox Church have protested a January 

statement by Pope John Paul II. In it, the pope supported the re-establishment 
of an Eastern Catholic Church in Romania, illegal since 1948. Groups using 
Orthodox worship forms but in communion with the Roman Catholic Church are 

a sore point in Roman Catholic-Orthodox relationships. The bishops called 

the papal remarks an “intrusion in the internal affairs of the Romanian 

church" and "contradictory to the spirit of ecumenism". 


ECURLIS—>-News in Brief fron Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.02.87-92 


82.02.87: Lutheran-Orthodox 

Lutherans and Oriental Orthodox in India have released two more brief agreed 
statements —~- on the Nicene-Constantinopolitan creed of the 4th century, 

and on ministry, apostolicity, and apostolic succession in the church. The 
ministry statement observes that "despite variations in church policy between 
Lutherans and Orthodox, there are large areas of theological agreement on 

the nature of the special ministry in the church". 


82.02.88: Turkey-Armentan 

The head of the small Armenian Christian community in mostly Islamic Turkey 
has condemned the killing of Tukish diplomats abroad, according to a report 
from the semi-official Turkish news agency. It said Patriarch Shnorkh 
Kaloustian met with the Turkish prime minister and the leader of the 
country's Muslims. Overseas Armenian nationalist groups have taken 
responsibility for some of the murders in recent years, at times invoking 
memories of the "genocide" of Armenians by Turks during World War I. 


82.02.89: Seotland-publtcation 

Scottish Congregationalists and Anglicans have ended "Outlook", a publication 
produced jointly since 1973. Both small denominations are pursuing separate 
church publication plans. 


82.02.90: Anglican-dtalogue 

A meeting of Anglicans involved in official international theological 
dialogue with other traditions says "the Lambeth Quadrilateral remains the 
framework within which all such dialogues take place." That, said 
participants in a consultation sponsored by the London-based Anglican 
Consultative Council is an answer to questions raised about whether 
Anglicans are "saying the same things to different churches". The 1888 
Quadrilateral sets forth a brief Anglican position on the Bible, creeds, 
Sacraments and the historic episcopate as "a basis on which approach may 
be... made towards ... reunion". 


82.02.91: Angltcan-Reformed 

The second meeting of the international Anglican-Reformed Commission took 
place last month in Woking, UK. The group reportedly reached "broad 
consensus" which is to be used as basis for work next year on word, 
Sacraments, and ministry, with particular attention to church decision- 
making and administration. 


82.02.92: Sweden-women 

Persons in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden opposed to the ordination of 
women and in favour of more emphasis on evangelism have formed independent 
dekanats in two (Vaxjo, Géteburg) of the church's 13 dioceses. When four 
or five dekanats are formed, they reportedly plan to form a separate synod 
within the church, though one of their leaders (Lennart Back) said their 
existence would be "reconsidered" after a year. One diocesan bishop 

(Sven Lindgaard, Vaxjo) has opposed the groups; the other (Bertil Gartner, 
G6teburg) has been supportive. The church has had female priests for more 
than two decades. 


ECUVIEW : "Ecumenism in England" EPS: 82.02.93 


(This is an excerpt from the anonymous preface in the 1982 [Anglican] Church 
of England Yearbook. Pope John Paul II's visit to Britain is scheduled for 
May. Later this year, four denominations -- Church of England, United 
Reformed Church, Methodist Conference, and Moravian Church -- are to vote 

on whether to covenant with each other as a step towards fuller unity. 
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The Roman Catholic community must be allowed to enjoy the pope's visit to 
the full: they deserve their fiesta. But they - and the pope - will need 
to be sensitive to attitudes in the wider community: it would be a pity, 
and an ecumenical disaster, if the visit were to bring to ferment the 
residual anti-Roman feeling which lies not far below the surface in many 
people who would never subscribe to the Protestant Societies. 


The matter is the more complex and the more sensitive because, in coming to 
England, the pope will be visiting a country where there is a historic 

folk Church not in communion with him and yet confident that it is the 
‘Catholic Church of this land'. This is a difficult concept for continental 
Roman Catholics to grasp... 


The Covenant has, since February 1981, been making the rounds of the dioceses, 
deaneries and parishes. The general impression is that, while there is no 
great enthusiasm, it is making its way. Some people, the archbishop of 
Canterbury among them, hope that the proposals can be changed... But the 
room for manoeuvre is limited, and does not extend to fundamentals... 


There is evidence of strong opposition to the proposals in the URC, on the 
issue of epsicopacy and (among ex-Congregational elements) on the issue of 
lay celebration [of the eucharist]. In the Church of England, voices are 
constantly raised in meetings and in newspaper correspondence columns, 
reminding us that Anglicans are committed to a worldwide unity which will 
comprehend Rome and the Orthodox. For some indeed, the call of Rome is so 
strong that they would abandon the Covenant forthwith. 


For Free Churchpeople this siren-call is a matter of considerable anxiety. 
They know that publication of the final report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic 
International Commission is expected in the Spring of 1982. They fear that 
this, taken together with the pope's visit, will cause the [Church of England] 
General Synod once again to draw back. 


But the hope of all must be that, whatever the result, it will be clear cut - 
and that the final stages of the debate are not confused with hints and 
suggestions that there is some better way just round the corner, if only there 
can be afurther negotiating effort. The Covenant is the best Covenant we 
have, or are likely to have, and the General Synod must say 'Yes' or ‘No’ to it. 


Meanwhile, the wider ecunenical outlook in England is bleak. The British 
Council of Churches, despite the effort of Philip Morgan, the able and 
vigorous new general secretary, and the recruitment of a new wave of staff... 
is weakened by chronic financial troubles and, even more sadly, by the fact 
that the Roman Catholic hierarchy is not to be induced to bring their church 
into the Council. There is a tiredness about the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity; voices are heard calling for its abandonment. A BCC Youth Assembly in 
1980 was poorly attended, though its Spirit was encouraging. 


Local councilsof churches are, for most Anglican parishes and many Free Church 
congregations, a peripheral activity. The greatest promise today is in local 
ecumenical projects, each of them in its way a 'type' of the Covenant. 
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ECUVIEW : "Christian-Marxist Relations in Hungary" EPS: 32502.94 


(This edited interview with Reformed Church in Hungary Bishop Karoly Toth was conducted by Attila Komlos, 
a Reformed Church journalist and EPS correspondent. A related interview by Komlos, with Imre Miklos, 
head of the Hungarian government office for church affairs, appeared in 1981 EPS No.29, page 10). 


As far as the future ts concerned, where do you see the posstbilities for service by the church, 
tn the context of thts Christtan-Marxist relationship? 


Three fields... are, in my view, of great importance for us: 1. theoretical dialogue on a 
scientific level between Christians and Marxists; 2. practical cooperation, deliberate and 
spontaneous cooperation; and 3. the relationship developing between church and state, especially 
the socialist state's policy towards the church. 


What are the different stages of this relattonship? 


Three stages can be distinguished. The first, now behind us, was that of confrontation. A second is 
on the one hand tolerance, (a tolerant attitude towards other world views and ideologies) and on the 
other loyalty (the allegiance of Christian citizens). The third is a readiness of Marxists to 

cooperate, while Christians make a commitment to the society, a greater commitment than mere loyalty. 


What are the new ctreumstances which, tn your opinion, are to determine the posstbilittes of the 
service of the church in the near future? 


Of the utmost importance is the realization made by the Marxists that religion has not only historical 
but also social foundations. In reality Christians do not remain in society only as a consequence 

of certain historical events but also because they serve a purpose in that society. This again means 
that the service of Christian communities in socialist societies is to a certain extent a social 
regularity, a necessity. This however, means that Christian congregations, Christian churches also 
have to find their place and task in the building of our society. 


Take, for example, the well known statement that in the course of development of the socialist 
society the basic antagonisms fall out by themselves. In the past decades, this statement proved 

to be correct. Nevertheless, it is also true that there are still some minor contradictions which 
are not yet eliminated, alienations of personal, psychological, or economic character which trigger 
a certain social tension under present conditions. But even more, they bring up some moral problems 
that can be solved only by the solidarity and joining hands of the whole society, which, in turn, 
necessarily includes the contribution of religious masses as well. In the present stage of our 
social development, the relationship between church and state is determined by this partnership, 
this alliance. 


Thus, there is a mutual trend to seek ways to enhance cooperation between believers and non-believers 
Christians and Marxists, from a basis of common humanity. This, however, by no means says that 
social conflicts sharpen through the acknowledgement of ideological differences. On the contrary, 
such human aspects focus attention that can mobilize all the strata of society. 


Consequently, ideological differences far from automatically involving confrontation, can, in 
dialectical terms, lead to the development of a cooperation, where religious’ people do not necessarily... 
take an antagonistic stand in the building of socialist society, but actually contribute actively to 

its progress. 


To what extent ts this situation a typically Hungarian one? 


Our Marxist partners openly admit that we live in a mixed society. In Hungary people of different 
ideologies live together under Marxist leadership, without feeling excluded from this society, but 
having an active part in political decision-making. In our society there are people of Marxist ideology, 
or those committed to Marxism, there are Christians, and there are the so-called "humanists', who are 
not attached to any of the two former groups ideologically. And we must admit it, there is a layer 

that is indifferent to any world view. One of the most important social tasks is to mobilize this 
indifferent, inert mass to committed action... 


Marxists do not consider Marxism as an abstract system of philosophy but a way of thinking which 
responds to the questions brought up by life. That also means that they are ready to revise their 

work, reacting very sensibly to the new phenomena of social development. In my view, as far as the 
relationship of state and church is concerned, our Marxist partners consider the church and the 
phenomenon of religion in Hungary as a social community 'producing ethical values'. We Christians, 
however, cannot stop at this point, since this is but one aspect of our service. We have to acknowledge 
that there is such an aspect. It would be wrong to deny the moral service of the churches, yet it must 
be stressed that what we speak of is considerably more than that. And this 'more' is the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, which has its ethical conclusions, too... ’ 


I would mention six fields [where Marxists particularly expect Christians 'to produce ethical values] : 
1. consolidation of the attitude to work; 2. reciprocal clarification of the question of property; 

3. issues concerning families and the education of youth; 4. the issue of patriotism (here we have 

good old and strong traditions, our readiness to serve our people is well-known by our Marxist partners, 
hence their expectation in this respect); 5. strengthening of inter-human relations (to make every day 
more pentrated by humanism); and 6. fighting for peace, freedom and justice on an international level. 


What are the conerete tasks Christians face in the church in the near future? 


The most urgent question is the education of ministers. We cannot do our service without having 
ministers educated on an up-to-date level. Another is to strengthen the ministry in every way possible... 
And holding to the theology of universal ministry, we emphasize the service of the lay members of the 
congregations, the elders and the youth. 
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ECUVIEW : "People and Theology" EPS:82.02.95 


(This is an excerpt from a keynote address by Aharon Sapsezian, director of the World Council of Churches' 
Programme on Theological Education. It was delivered this month at the Serampore College Convocation 

at which about 500 theological graduates from more than 25 theological centres all over India received 
diplomas and degrees. The convocation was preceded by the annual meeting of the Board of Theological 
Education of the Senate of Serampore, the one nationwise theological education body on the subcontinent. 


Among its major concerns this year were church renewal, ministerial formation, women in ministry, and 
theological self-determination). 


We have been made aware of the emergence of people as a historical force at all levels of contemporary 
life. In some theological circles it is now common to talk of the "people's category" as a 
hermeneutical principle, as the interpretative vantage point from which to approach critically issues 
in church and in society. 


But those who talk about people simply indicate that they are talking about a reality to which they 
don't fully belong, with which they don't relate naturally or easily. This shows the degree to which 
theology and theological education have so often been remote from "people", their needs and aspirations. 


There have been stages in our awareness of the "people reality''. In the early sixties we frequently 
talked about the need to develop a theology and a church "for" the people. Despite our good intentions, 
"people" simply remained the objects of our concern. We thought that being "for" them was the way to 
restore the credibility of the subjects of theology and of the ministry, namely our own credibility. 
However worthy this attitude may have appeared at that time, it hardly concealed the condescending 

and paternalistic motivations behind our endeavours. 0 


We soon dropped the preposition "for" and started using "with" as a better way of describing our 
desire to relate with people. The intention then was to express the solidarity of theology and of 

the church with the people. It indicated that we wanted to take sides with them and welcome them as 
partners in the theological undertaking and in the practice of the ministry. We were tempted to claim 
to be their voice, the voice of the voiceless, as we used to say... 


Yet even now, events are bypassing the degrees of our slow awareness of the reality of people. We are 
somehow caught by surprise by the emergence of people as protagonists and subjects of their own 
history and destiny. We realize that people look at us, and at our interest in them, with suspicion. 


People start discovering themselves, organizing themselves, developing self-consciousness, generating 
their own leaders, speaking for themselves. People's movements, people's struggle, people's power, 
people's church, are manifestation of this new phenomenon. 


A question comes to our minds. Who are the people? One answer is, the multitudes, the crowds, 
the masses, as compared with (and often over against) the few, the elite, so often the few and 
privileged which we are as church, as theologians, as ministers. 


But for an answer at a deeper level to the question "Who are the people?" one could read again 
Mathew chapter 9, .... ''When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd" ... 


"Crowds harassed and helpless", victimized by and thrown at the periphery of the established centres 
of power, political, religious, economic centres of power. But this is exactly what Jesus himself 
was; he was one of this crowd, and thereby he could have compassion for them (suffer with them)... 


This is theology from the underside of history, from those guts of history where any truly incarnational 
theology can flower; theology from the point of encounter of God's suffering with human suffering; 

the only sort of theology which can liberate the full meaning of the Gospel and thus become the 
liberating power of God for many. 


My Brazilian friend, Father Carlos Mesters, reminds us that it is the people, suffering and struggling 
people, who have the key to the mystery of the Bible message of hope and redemption. The Bible is 
the book of the people, written by people-like people, to the people. 


The task Mesters has undertaken together with a growing number of co-workers, is to free the Bible 
from the monopoly of the scholars and of the hierarchs, and give it back to the people, where it 


belongs, where it is understood more readily in all its hope-generating and liberation-generating 
significance. 


Specialists, church authorities, pastors, ministers, must humbly (perhaps painfully) learn how to 
learn the depths of the Gospel message from those who are the primary addressees of good news of 
the Kingdom (Luke 4.18-21), those among whom Christ himself finds his favourite place and through 
whose sufferings his presence is made manifest to us all (Mat.25.31-46). 


Seen from this perspective any role that the professional theologian or the professional minister 
can play will have to be not at the top but at the very heart of the people, of the outcasts who 
have been elevated to the dignity of being preferential children of God. 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS .TO ASSEMBLY Service: 82.03.01 


Geneva (EPS) - With the World Council of Churches' next assembly less than 
18 months away, its executive committee concentrated on developing the 

theme and issues of the 24 July-10 August 1983 world church gathering in 
Vancouver. The 26-person committee, chaired by Canadian Anglican Archbishop 
Edward Scott, held its semi-annual meeting, here in [15-19] February. 


The committee set out the assembly theme, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the 
World", in four sub-themes: "Life, a Gift of God";"Life Confronting and 
Overcoming Death"; "Life in its Fulness"; and "Life in Unity". Also 
approved were eight assembly issues [EPS 82.0327] related to the work of the 
WCC since its last assembly in Nairobi in 1975. 


Documentation on the assembly theme and issues is to be tested in an 
extensive programme of visitation and consultation among the 301 WCC member 
churches in more than 100 countries. That effort is scheduled to begin in 
March. 


Besides assembly preparation, the committee reviewed WCC ecumenical 
activities since the WCC central committee met last August in Dresden 

[1981 EPS No.22, 23]. In his overview, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
focused on how churches receive into their own life what they ask the WCC 
to do on their behalf. 


Potter said the question of reception tests the credibility of both the 
WCC and its members. "It also offers us a sober recognition", he observed, 
"that we are only at the beginning of the struggle for the unity of the 
church and renewal of human community". 


The committee's review of WCC-Roman Catholic relationships, a regular item 
on its agenda, focused on preparation of the fifth report of the WCC-RC 
Joint Working Group. 


Although the committee issued no public statements, it was briefed on the 
situation of churches in the Sudan, Ethiopia, Egypt, and Central America. 
After a briefing on the departure of Theo van Boven from his post as UN 
human rights director, the committee directed its moderator to convey its 
concern to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar [EPS 82.03.03]. 


The committee also received a report from the ecumenical team that visited 
Poland in the first part of February [EPS 82.02.21 and 82.02.62] and 
endorsed the group's recommendations. 


Progress reports were received on actions taken on long-standing concerns 
raised by the council's Orthodox constituency. They include the place of 
baptism, proportional representation and the adoption of doctrinal issues. 
Further reports on these questions are expected in July. 


The financial report was described as one of cautious optimism. It showed 
the WCC ending 1981 with an almost balanced budget. The committee adopted 
a balanced 1983 budget in line with a WCC goal of achieving a sound 
financial position by the time of the assembly. 
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SALVADORAN RC BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
AGAIN SUPPORT ELECTION Service: 82.03.02 


San Salvador (EPS) - The four Roman Catholic bishops of El Salvador have 

reiterated support for elections scheduled 28 March. ''Despite the abnormal 
circumstances", they are "a peaceful way for the majority of the people who 
have said no to the violence to have an opportunity to express their will". 


According to their [18 February] statement, "the majority of the Salvadoran 
people reject both the violence from left and right and the abuses of 
elements of the army and security forces". It says the conflict in the 
country "which has internal causes, has become so internationalized that 
the decisions for its solution have been taken out of the hands of the 
Salvadoran people... The great powers are contributing to maintaining 

the conflict", and international media "have maximized and distorted the 
facts, creating a false image of what is happening in the country”. 


The following Sunday, Arturo Rivera y Damas, bishop of San Salvador, again 
condemned violence from the armed forces and those opposing them. Human 
rights organizations estimate 30,000 deaths related to political violence 
in the country since October 1979. 


Rivera said the assembly to be elected would have to take power from the 
armed forces and be able to impose a solution in what he called a complicated 
conflict. "The great powers and their satellites", he added, "give the 
impression that the reality of the bleeding, suffering Salvadoran people 
matters less to them than their geopolitical interests." 


In Geneva, the international Roman Catholic peace organization Pax Christi 
says Rivera is in an "awkward predicament since all the other bishops are 
very conservative". He succeeded Oscar Romero, assassinated while 
celebrating the eucharist two years ago. 


In Stockholm, officers of the Swedish Ecumenical Council appealed to the 

US, USSR, and Argentine governments "to make it possible for" Salvadorans 

to "solve their difficult social and economic problems in peace". They say 
continued foreign military support for the El Salvador government "can cause 
total catastrophe" there. "The regime must be induced by international 
opinion to start negotiations with the fighting people of the country", 

they add. 


Their letter, whose signers include [Lutheran] Church of Sweden primate 
Olof Sundby and Swedish Mission Covenant Church moderator Gésta Hedberg, 
also makes similar appeals with regard to Guatemala and unnamed "small 
island states in the Caribbean". 


In Ottawa, the Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America 
declined an El Salvador government invitation to send representatives to 
monitor the elections. . "Fair and democratic elections cannot be held 
under present conditions", the committee says. 
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UN HUMAN RIGHTS CHANGE Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS CHURCH CONCERN Service: 82.03.03 


Geneva (EPS) - Church and human-rights groups have reacted with dismay and 
concern to the departure of the UN's top human rights official, Theo van Boven. 
The 48-year-old Dutch legal expert told the 43-nation Human Rights 
Commission that his contract was not being renewed because of "major policy 
differences" with the new UN secretary general, Javier Perez de Cuellar of 
Peru. Many see this as a victory for governments - particularly from Latin 


America - that have been critical of van Boven's forthright condemnation 
of human rights abuses. 


In a surprisingly quick response, 32 non-governmental groups with 
consultative status at the UN issued a statement regretting the development. 
"We fear the pressures which led to Mr van Boven's departure will undermine 
the credibility of the UN and belief in the integrity of its officers", 
they said. The statement was endorsed by such diverse groups as the World 
Jewish Congress and the Union of Arab Jurists. 


The World Council of Churches' international affairs commission is among 
the groups which signed the statement. Commission director Ninan Koshy 
Said the HRC displayed a "new dynamism" under van Boven. The WCC executive 
committee has voiced its concern about the HRC leadership change 
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The UN body has been working out an international ban on torture. An HRC 
enquiry into disappearances cited 22 countries (10 in Latin America) where 
2100 people were abducted last year - mostly by government security forces. 


The secretary general's spokesperson in New York issued a statement 
describing van Boven as a man of "unquestioned integrity" who, however, 
made statements "not wholly in keeping with his status as an international 
civil servant". 


The text of the opening speech the Dutchman delivered to the commission 
was the subject of a tense exchange of phone calls with the secretary 
general's office in New York. Van Boven was asked to delete certain 
sections, but refused. In it, he named seven countries where there are 
"shocking violations of human rights". 


The new human rights chief is 50-year-old Austrian diplomat Kurt Herndl. 
Although NGO representatives hope he will continue the thrust of van Boven's 
approach, many fear the Dutchman's dismissal will not serve as an incentive 
for his successor to be as forthright. 


EPS 
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(Bollag is a Geneva-based journalist) 


NICARAGUA PROPOSES CHURCH/ Ecumenical Press 
STATE-RELATIONS COMMITTEE Service: 82.03.04 


Managua (EPS) - The Roman Catholic bishops of Nicaragua have protested the 
government's resettlement of about 8,500 Miskito Indians on the country's 
Atlantic coast. In response, the government has proposed establishment of 
a special church commission to investigate future relations with the 
church hierarchy. 


It called the church protest political, coinciding with similar complaints 
from the US government and designed to damage national unity. It said the 
Indians are better off farther from the Nicaragua-Honduras border, where 
there have been military clashes in recent weeks. 


Earlier in February, the government said it uncovered a plot to promote an 
uprising in the Miskito area. It said the effort involved non-Nicaraguan 
army officers, an opposition leader, and some church workers in the area. 
Some clergy have been detained in connection with these or similar 
activities [EPS 82.02.39]. 


According to a mid-February report on the area by Angel Peirdéd, Latin America 
secretary for the World Council of Churches' inter-church aid commission, 
"some pastors and leaders, only a tiny minority, allowed themselves to 
become involved in anti-revolutionary activities... The government recog- 
nizes that the actions... were taken by individuals in a personal capacity 
and its relations with the churches continue to be good". 


Historically, relations between the region and whatever central government 
has been in power have been strained. Membership in the Moravian Church 
continues a distinctive feature of the Miskito communities, with leaders 
of that church also leaders of the community. 


EPS 


YMCA PRESIDENT'S Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE MEETS Service: 82.03.05 


Geneva (EPS) - The 14-person president's committee of the World Alliance of 
YMCAs held its first meeting, here [15-18 February], since its election last 
July at the eighth YMCA world countil. Among other things, it approved the 
appointment of a new committee to deal specifically with issues related to 
peace and human rights as a major concern in the 1982-85 period. 


The committee also approved the alliance's first consolidated budget, 
totalling more than SF 5.5 million. It received reports on alliance 
refugee and rehabilitation work in the Middle East, Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan, 
Sri Lanka, Costa Rica, and Austria. YMCA involvement in some Hong Kong 
refugee operations is expected to end this year. 


The committee acts for the alliance's 47-person executive committee, which 
meets next in July along with about 50 representatives from various 
national YMCA movements. Alliance work is grouped in 14 areas, among 

them ecumenical concerns, leadership development, and intermovement 
cooperation. A YMCA report on the meeting also noted a "special concern 
regarding the status of and work with youth and women". 


The report added that the committee assessed the alliance's work in light 
of the 1981 council decisions "taking into consideration the limited 
resources of the alliance in terms of finances and personnel". 
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FEDERATION SWITCHES BANKS Ecumenical Press 
OVER SOUTH AFRICA POLICY Service: 82.03.06 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Student Christian Federation, based here, has 
announced it is switching banks. In a letter to the Swiss Bank Corporation 
(SBS), WSCF General Secretary Emidio Campi said "SBS is heavily involved in 
South Africa's finances in ways that we believe support and stabilize an 
intolerable political and social system". 


Campireferred to a "long and cordial relationship" with SBS and said WSCF 
has "no complaints to make of the quality and efficiency of your services... 
over the years". But he cited a series of WSCF actions opposing racism, 
most recently.a vote by the 1981 WSCF general assembly to take "immediate 
steps to cut banking contacts with such banks as are continuing to support 
the racist polices of the government of South Africa by providing it with 
credit facilities" 


A reply from SBS likened its banking activities to services like telephones 
and transportation. Like them, it said, "it goes without saying that our 
activities in various countries do not imply that we approve all that goes 
on in them. (We are opposed as much as you to racial segregation and to 
all the other grave violations in today's world of human rights)". 


SBS also said its South African activities are relatively small -- about half 
of one percent of the value of its overseas transactions -- and that it would 
be incorrect to single out South Africa for condemnation because of human 
rights violations. 


WSCF is taking its estimated US$ 1 million in annual business to Lloyds 
Bank International. Last September, the World Council of Churches took 
Similar action [1981 EPS No.25, page 1]. 


EPS 
ANTI-UNEMPLOYMENT EFFORT Ecumenical Press 
BEGUN BY UK CHURCH GROUP Service: 82.03.07 


London (EPS) - Timed to coincide with the publication of February's UK un- 
employment statistics, "Church Action Against Unemployment" has been 
launched by an ad hoc ecumenical committee with the backing of major 

UK church leaders. 


CAAU is asking local congregations to join others in setting up drop-in 
and resource centres for the unemployed, provice counseling to help people 
cope with unemployment, sponsor training and work-experience programs, and 
try to create new jobs. It also asks for reflection on broader questions 
related to the UK economic system. UK unemployment is more than three 
million, about one in eight of the work force. 


Committee for the campaign includes the secretary of the Roman Catholic 
laity commission, Kevin Muir, secretary of the [Anglican] Church of England 
industrial committee, Paul Brett, and secretary ofthe Methodist home mission 
division, Alan Davies. 
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BOOK ON MISSIONARIES Ecumenical Press 
PUBLISHED BY CHINA Service: 82.03.08 


Geneva (EPS) - The Peoples' Publishing Company of Shanghai has published a 
455-page volume, "Missionaries and Modern China". Dated April 1981, an 
English translation of its table of contents was recently received here. 


The book surveys several centuries. The first section of its first chapter 
is called "Wearing Confucian Dress Matteo Ricci Goes to Beijing". The last 
section of the 15th chapter deals with the missionaries’ "retreat" following 
the 1949 communist revolution. 


Other chapters or sections cover such topics as the promotion of Western 
learning in China, "people who use the guise of evangelization to cover up 
a policy of plunder", a comparison of Roman Catholic and Protestant 
missionary activities, the YMCA in China, church schools and charitable 
works (medical missions, orphanages, and relief work). 


In other church information from China, a new issue of Tien Feng ("Heavenly 
Wind"), periodical of the China Christian Council, reports that six Chinese 
Protestant church workers were ordained or appointed in the province of 
Kweichow, including five ethnic minority people and one woman. 


It also reports that the Protestant congregation in Sian took a special 
collection of money, food ration coupons, and material to aid victims of 
last August's flooding in Shensi. 


Another item tells of the start of a second three-month training course 
using locally produced material on the Apostles Creed for 56 lay leaders in 
the province of Fukien. 

EPS 


ZIMBABWE PRIME MINISTER: Ecumenical Press 
SEPARATE CHURCH, POLITICS Service: 82.03.09 


Salisbury (EPS) - Zimbabwe Prime Minister Robert Mugabe says his government 
and party favour freedom of worship, but "we expect the churches to leave 
the government and politics well alone and stick strictly to worship". 


According to a report from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service, 
Mugabe said he will ask unnamed church leaders for an explanation of what 
he considers anti-government preaching and other activities. 


Earlier, ACIS notes, Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana warned that the 
government would take stern measures against churches and "mischievous" 
elements used by external forces to destabilise the country. "I must make 
it clear that the government's reconciliation policy does not mean 
reconciling with evil", he said. "Our independence is sacred and dear and 
we will not tolerate anyone trying to destroy it". 


Banana encouraged churches to cooperate with the government for the good of 
the country, but added, "The fact that one is a clergyman is no passport to 
continue associating with the enemy". He said in particular that he wants 
the Dutch Reformed Church in Zimbabwe, an offshoot of the white Dutch 
Reformed Church in South Africa, to state publicly its policy on the South 
African system of race separation (apartheid). 


EPS 


CANTERBURY AFFIRMS Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT Service: 82.03.10 


Geneva (EPS) - The leading figure of World Anglicanism says "a deep uncer- 
tainty about the kind of unity we [churches] should be seeking" has meant 

a "failure of nerve" in ecumenical endeavour. But, Robert Runcie 

102nd archbishop of Canterbury, reaffirmed his tradition's strong commit- 
ment to the ecumenical movement in an address prepared for the staff of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Runcie spoke during a weeklong visit to church and government organizations 
here [21-27 February, EPS 82.02.28]. "We are deeply aware that by ourselves 
we shall get it wrong’, Runcie said in his prepared text. 'We need the 
counsel and stimulus of the other churches". 


"Anglicans in isolation could find these... themes intractable problems, 
incapable of a solution," he observed. "Our Anglican concern for order in 
the church can become a narcissistic exercise in ecclesiastical geneology 
and pedigree. Our caution about political pronouncement could reflect an... 
abdication of the churches' prophetic role. Our simultaneous desire for 
Catholic and Protestant unity might only bring to light an inherent 
contradiction in the very nature of Anglicanism itself which will in the 
end prevent any ecumenical action in either direction", he said. 


Nonetheless, Runcie said, 'characteristically Anglican themes: a stress on 
faith and order, a stress on the church's intimate relation to the wider 
human society, a stress on the total spectrum of the churches as the field 
for Christian unity", are important in the ecumenical mix. 


"I hope my visit to the World Council", he concluded, "will indicate the 
seriousness with which Anglicans continue to take this one ecumenical 
pilgrimage and that in dialogue we can continue to bring the gifts God has 
given us in our tradition to enrich the wider fellowship. In exchange we 
shall receive the gifts of others. May the World Council of Churches be 
such a market place".. 


In another address, to a group of government and business people and others 
interested in international affairs, Runcie said he has "not lost faith in 
the capacity of the communications system and tradition of rationality 
represented by Geneva to make progress in tackling the world's most urgent 
problems, which I take to be the North/South divide and the arms race". 


It is important, he added, not to divorce rationality and "the great 
religious stories and symbols". He spoke of events in Iran and Poland as 
"eruptions of a religious power which can never be suppressed no matter 
how much it is denied", though "it is a power which needs to be channelled 
and informed by the exercise of reason". 


He said those who "believe that religious conviction is at best an agreeable 
private hobby whose creative influence on world history has been exorcised 
by the spread of rationality have badly misinterpreted Poland and Iran and 
will continue to make the wrong judgements and predictions about the 

future of the world". 


He concluded with a call for a "new partnership between religious belief 
and secular idealism in the common service of a creation which is in danger 
of being torn apart". 


EPS 


ANGLICAN SYNOD DELAYS Ecumenical Press 
DECISIONS ON DIVORCE Service: 82.03.11 


Geneva (EPS) - At its three-day meeting in London in February the general 
synod of the [Anglican] Church of England put off any decision on the 
question of ordaining divorced men or men married to divorcees until the 
major question of the remarriage in church of divorced persons is settled. 


On another matter, the synod was réminded of the church's failure to make 
any great impact on the bulk of the English. Introducing a general debate 
on the report of the Partners-in-Mission consultation held last summer, 
Archbishop of York Stuart Blanch said this was the single most important 
issue for the synod. . 


The dean of Norwich, David Edwards, called England one of the most 
secularized countries in the world. "For most of our fellow-countrymen", 
he said, "God seems dead, and if not dead remote and insignificant”. 


In his presidential address, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie discussed 
ecumenical aspects of the May visit to Britain by Pope John Paul II. 
Following an "unprecedented" ecumenical service in Canterbury cathedral, 
there is to be a period of serious and well prepared discussions with UK 
church leaders, he reported. 


Runcie said Anglican relations with Rome should not mean turning away from 
other Christian traditions. "No Anglican who values the religious 
traditions of this country would wish to deny the essential Free Church 
contribution", he observed. 


But, he added, if future Roman Catholic-Anglican contacts "are to yield 
fruit and not merely speculation, then it will be necessary for this visit 
to leave a strong impression that both Rome and Canterbury have the sort 
of affection and respect for one another which means business". 


Runcie urged Christians "not... to become imprisoned in antique feuds". 
He added that "it is not a Christian way to be frivolous about questions 
of truth, but it is certainly not the Christian way to greet a great 
Christian leader with a mind full suspicious negativity and hostility. 
We welcome a great teacher of the Christian faith and life, and a global 
focus for loyalty, who is also potentially a focus of unity". 


Some groups which include Anglicans among their members have announced 
public demonstrations to protest the pope's visit, though the Evangelical 
Alliance has urged Evangelicals "not to engage in negative counter- 
demonstrations" against the trip. [EPS 82.02.30]. 


The leader of Roman Catholics in England and Wales, Basil Hume, cardinal 
archbishop of Westminster, has cautioned against expecting dramatic 
ecumenical changes as a result of the papal visit. "We are dealing with 
organic growth towards unity, not a merger that can be accomplished with 
signatures to a document", he said. 


Release of the final report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic International 
Commission, having been delayed several weeks, is now projected for sometime 
in March. It is meant to initiate a process of study, reflection, and 
decision during most of the rest of the decade. 


EPS 


CHURCHES MAKE LONGER-TERM Ecumenical Press 
POLISH AID ARRANGEMENTS Service:82.03.12 


Geneva (EPS) - The six church agencies operationally involved in material 
aid shipments to Poland have decided to form a task force to meet regularly 
to monitor the efforts. 


The group's formation marks a transition from emergency, ad hoc arrangements 
for Polish aid to a more ordered, longer-term effort, expected to include 
shipments of 500-plus metric tons per month. 


Representatives of the six agencies -- Danchurch Aid, Das Diakonische Werk 
(BRD [West Germany]), Kirkens Nédhjelp (Norway), Lutherhjilpen (Sweden), 
Church World Service (USA), and ADB (Netherlands) -- plan a first meeting 
in Amsterdam, 3 March. The World Council of Churches interchurch aid 
commission (CICARWS) continues its role as coordinator for the agencies, 
who have handled contributions from themselves, other agencies in their 
countries, and sources in other countries such as France, Switzerland, 
Iceland, Finland, UK, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. In recent weeks, 
aid has also come from church sources in Austria and the DDR (East Germany) . 


The six agencies have been alloted a number of regional committes of the 
Polish Ecumenical Council to supply on a regular basis. Some aid from them 
also goes through Polish government and Roman Catholic channels. 


Some support for the agencies'and other non-governmental organizations’ 
Polish assistance work is coming from funds allocated by the ministers 
council of the 10-nation European Community. That is projected to total 
ECU 8 million (approximately US$ 8.2 million) in the March-May period. 


In mid-February, CICARWS reported to the WCC executive committee that it 
coordinated the shipment to Poland of 718 tons of goods worth US$ 1.7 million 
from December 1980-October 1981, with an additional US$ 1.6 million going 

in a similar effort November 1981-January 1982. It estimated US$ 10 million 
is currently at the disposal of church agencies in Europe and North America 
for aid to Poland. 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL-VATICAN Ecumenical Press 
CONSULTING GROUP MEETS Service: 82.03.13 


Bossey, Geneva (EPS) - May publication is projected for a collection of 
official statements by the World Council of Churches and the Vatican since 
1946 on peace and disarmament. 


That was among the reports received during a two-day meeting of the WCC- 
Vatican Joint Consultative Group on social thought and action, here [22-23 
February]. The JCG brings together representatives of the WCC justice and 
service unit and the Vatican councils, commissions, or secretariats dealing 
with laity, justice and service, Christian unity, and development. 


The group's communique says the sessions included an exchange of views on the 
"theological meaning and practical implications" of the sharing of resources. 
"The debate showed an amount of theological agreement, which needs to be 
complemented by serious consideration of the role of Christians and churches 
in concrete situations,..." it adds. The third JWG meeting is scheduled for 
the end of January 1983. The first was last 17-18 September [1981 EPS no.26, 
page 1 ; the JWG communique is available to journalists on request to EPS]. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.03.14-19 


82.08.14: Uk-grants 
The projects fund of the community and race relations unit of the British 


Council of Churches has announced that almost UK£ 111,000 was divided among 
87 projects during the year October 1980 - September 1981, an increase of 
a quarter over the previous year. One of the grants, UK£ 500 to the 
"Liverpool 8 Defence Committee"» formed in the wake of disturbances last 
summer in the Toxteth section, caused considerable controversy at the time. 
[1981 EPS No.26, page 6]. 


82.08.15: Cuba-report 
"Cuban Christians are facing the challenges of living in a Marxist-Leninist 
State with faithfulness, determination, and surprising creativity". That. 
is among the conclusionsof a two-week travel seminar to the Caribbean 
island country organized. by the Lutheran Church in America. 


82.03.16: Portugal-abortton 

Abortion is illegal in Portugal, but the country's Communist Party has 
introduced a bill which would permit it during the first 12 weeks of 
pregnancy. In response, the country's religiously dominant Roman Catholic 
Church has begun efforts to defeat the proposal, including a series of 
protest marches. A recent opinion poll found 56 per cent generally against 
the legislation, but 71 per cent agreeing that abortion should be permitted 
in some circumstances. Portugal's 1886 abortion law provides imprisonment 
of two to eight years for women who have an abortion. 


82.03.17: Reformed-reunton 

The women-and-the-church council of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA has announced its opposition to a plan to reunite the UPC with the 
mostly southern Presbyterian Church in the US. The two groups split during 
the US civil war (1861-5). The plan projects a 1983 reunion. The council 
said it favours reunion in principle, but objects to the current plan's 
provisions related to female and non-white participation, theology of 
mission, and statement of belief for the reunited denomination. 


82.03.18: Methodtst-God language 

A task force in the [US] United Methodist Church has begun to study 
inclusive language about God to guide church communicators. The 10-person 
group expects to finish its work in about a year. It is to be 

"conscious of the church universal" and not "change, revise or distort 
Scripture". Among areas of concern are pronouns and hierarchical language. 


82.03.19: Methodtst-Roman Catholic 

After four years of official theological dialogue, US Methodist and Roman 
Catholic theologians say they find "remarkable unity and agreement on the 
structure of the eucharistic celebration and on the central eucharistic ; 
prayer'', though "the understanding of the structural parts of the eucharistic 
celebration is not always the same ... especially when considered on the 
level of popular piety and liturgical practice". They affirm "the possi- 
bility of more substantial theological agreement concerning the nature of 
eucharistic action" and add it is "both disturbing and promising to become 
aware that in respect to biblical, theological and liturgical matters we 
may share more in common with our dialogue partners than we do with many 
persons within our own communion". Their report is called "Eucharistic 
Celebration: Converging Theology-Divergent Practice". 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.03.20-26 


82.03.20: Weapons-coalttton 

A "Coalition Against Lethal Chemical Weapons" has been formed in the US to 
oppose plans by the US administration to produce nerve-gas weapons. Among 
the 25 religious, environmental, scientific, and women's organizations 
involved are units of the American Baptist Churches, Church of the Brethren, 
and United Presbyterian Church, and Network, a Roman Catholic women's group. 


82.08.21: Yugoslavta-church/state 

Tanjug, the Yugoslav news agency, has announced that Patriarch German, 
head of Yugoslavia's Eastern Orthodox Church, has met with the country's 
government official responsible for relations with religious groups. 
Tanjug called the meeting "frank and concrete". The two are said ready to 
continue efforts to resolve disagreements. Yugoslav officials have been 
critical recently of the "politicization" of church activity in the 
country [EPS 82.02.68]. 


82.03.22: South Afrtca-bishop 

South Africa has refused permanent residence to UK-born Bishop Graham 
Chadwick, head of the Anglican diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman. He and 
his wife have been told to leave by the end of March. Diocesan leader 
since the end of 1976, he applied for permanent resident status at the end 
of 1980. He said he plans to move to Bophuthatswana, a South African- 
created homeland for blacks, parts of which are in his diocese. 


82.03.23: Margull-obtt 
German theologian Hans Jochen Margull died 26 January in Hamburg. He was 56. 
In 1960, he joined the World Council of Churches as evangelism executive 
secretary. He left Geneva in 1965 for teaching posts in Japan, after which 
he joined the faculty at Hamburg University. He was involved in the 
establishment of the WCC sub-unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths 
and Ideologies, serving as the founding moderator of its working group, 

and chairing some of the first interreligious dialogues under WCC auspices. 


82.03.24: Pactfte-churches : 
The new general secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches began work 


at the beginning of the year. Before joining the PCC staff, Baiteke 
Nabetari was principal of Tangintebu Theological College, Kiribati, for 
six years and has been deputy moderator of the Kiribati Protestant Church. 
Kiribati is a Pacific island nation which became independent two years ago. 


82.03.20: Pacrfic—nuc lear : 
The Pacific Conference of Churches is encouraging churches to observe 


Nuclear Free Pacific Week, 1-7 March. It is a major emphasis of the Nuclear 
Free Pacific Year declared by last May's PCC assembly. 


82.03.26: South Africa-torture 
In a telex to South African Prime Minister P.W. Botha, the Lutheran World 


Federation has protested "the confirmed use of torture" against Lutherans 
being held in the Venda area. Two pastors are on trial in connection with 
the bombing last 3 November of a police station. Two police officers were 
killed. [EPS 82.02.67]. 


ECUTEXT: "Issues for the 1983 World Council of Churches Assembly" EPS: 82.03.27 


(The following was approved by the WCC executive committee, meeting in Geneva 15-19 February 
[EPS 82.03.01]. 


ISSUES 


Out of the many concerns that confront us as we attempt to be obedient to our gospel calling in the 
contemporary world, we have selected here eight issues that have been prominent on the agenda of the 
World Council of Churches since the last Assembly. The list is not exhaustive nor exclusive. No one 
issue is separate in itself; all are inter-related. But each one represents a point of entry which 
leads to particular emphases in the overall work of the World Council of Churches. Two more issues 
may be added later that arise out of the process.of pre-Assembly visitation and consultation with 

the churches. 


1. Witnessing in a Divided World - 
Witness is a response to the action of the Holy Spirit, to the living God at work in concrete 
historical and cultural contexts. In this encounter of the living God with living human situations, 
the Gospel is heard afresh by the church. In recent years this has led to new emphases on: livine 
the Gospel among people of other faiths and ideologies; giving an account of our common hope; 
perceiving God's Kingdom; solidarity with the poor; the community of women and men: the confession of 
our common faith. 


2. Taking Steps Towards Unity 

The modern ecumenical movement has been inspired by the conviction that visible unity is God's will 
for the Church. There are now more steps we can take towards this goal. The statement on Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry points to one such important step. So too are the steps churches take towards 
unity in our daily life together - through common witness, service and solidarity, common worship 
and spirituality. 


3. Moving towards Participation 
The churches can demonstrate a way of living in true participation as we include more fully in our life 
and councils women and men, young and old, lay people and clergy, disabled and able. By exploring the 


wider social implications of participation, the churches could enable people to be more responsible and 
responsive in the daily struggles for a more just society. 


4. Healing and Sharing Life in Community 


Too many of us live broken lives - broken families, broken communities, broken nations, broken world. 
We have much to learn about living together as a human family, about creating a healing community, 
about sharing our resources with our sisters and brothers, about supporting those who struggle with 
their alienation and brokenness. The Church of God has a special call to be transformed and to 
transform. The healing needs to begin with the individual, the congregation and the family, and 
reach out to the community. 


5. Confronting Threats to Peace and Survival 

The struggle for peace and survival is crucial today. The main threat is the growth of militarism 
and the tensions in international relations. The survival of the world depends on many factors, 
among them the shaping and distorting influence of science and technology on human societies. We 
must recognise the challenge these developments pose for theological and ethical reflection. Our 
assumptions about disarmament and peace, about security and survival, need to be examined in order 
that we may find adequate and appropriate responses. 


6. Struggling for Justice and Human Dignity 

The struggle for a more just human community is going on everywhere in the world. We are committed 

to the cause of justice and human dignity. It is a commitment that has called for analysis and action 
in different manifestations of the struggle - the search for a world economic order, the concern for 
human rights, combatting racism, striving against the oppression of women, supporting refugees, 
overcoming world hunger. In such struggles churches are called to work together in-ecumenical 
solidarity with the suffering peoples of the world. 


rg Learning in Community 


The past decade has seen a radical probing into goals, methods and institutions of education. We have 
examined and experienced many different ways of learning and listening - through life in community, 
through formal and non-formal education, through linking the local and the global, through learning 

in action and through programmes equipping the whole people of God for their ministry and renewal in 
unity. The churches themselves are called to be learning, teaching and liberating communities. 


8. Communicating with Conviction 

The communication issue begins with what it is we have to share rather than how to go about sharing it. 
The choice of communication media, and the methods and motives for using them, follow on from that. 

The churches’ own communication styles, structures and choices are inescapably linked to the 
communication order of the wider society, reflecting the divisions of rich and poor, power and 
dependency. We need to work out new criteria as we seek to discover how to communicate the gospel 
with credibility and authority. 
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COUNCILS OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
CALLED WAY TO UNITY Service: 82.03.28 


Venice (EPS) - What is a council of churches? It should be more than just 

a bureaucratic arrangement to enable different denominations to cooperate 

in certain areas, according to a [15-18 February] consultation here sponsored 
by the Joint Working Group between the Vatican and the World Council of 
Churches. 


Its report sees councils of churches as instruments to promote the visible 
unity of the church. In council relationships, it says, "there is a real 
though imperfect experience of the future diversity of full conciliar 
fellowship". 


Since the 1950 WCC "Toronto Statement", it has been generally accepted that 
each member church of a council need not recognize the others as churches in 
the full theological sense of the word. The report of the Venice consul- 
tation acknowledges that, but goes on to insist that "the very fact of 
joining together in a council of churches implies a first step in mutual 
recognition, the recognition that all belong to Christ. It means, in fact, 
recognizing that the others belong to Christ not simply as isolated 
individuals, in spite of the communities to which they belong, but as 
groups, thanks to the communities of which they are part." 


The report says churches move through a number of stages on their way towards 
visible unity. These stages can be called "indispensable" because the 
divisions of the past are too deep "to envisage a sudden unstaggered 
transition into unity... Being able to mark the steps - even small ones - 
makes it possible to maintain the dynamism... along a road which could 
otherwise seem too long". 


Councils of churches, says the report, are instruments designed to help the 
churches move from "co-existence" through "cooperation" to deeper "commitment". 
The report argues that although councils of churches are not the only way 
towards unity, "they can be called a providential and even a favoured way". 
They are provisional "structures of koinonia" [Christian community]-which, 
providing the commitment of the churches to each other through the council 

is sufficiently strong, can enable the churches to mark "irreversible steps" 
in their common pilgrimage, it says. 


Other issues dealt with in the report include the importance of prayer and 
theological reflection in the life of a council, the relationship of councils 
to bilateral activities and dialogues between churches, and ways of 
strengthening the commitment of the churches to each other through councils. 


Attention was also given at the consultation to the question of Roman Catholic 
participation in councils of churches. Currently, the Roman Catholic Church, 
through its bishops' conferences, belongs to 26 national, and two (inter- 
national) regional councils. Half the 17 consultation participants are 

Roman Catholics. 


The consultation report now goes to the JWG for consideration and action at 
its 29 March-2 April meeting in Rome. It is part of a JWG study begun in 
1977 on "The Unity of the Church - the Goal and the Way". Among the consul- 
tation's recommendations to the JWG is a world consultation of councils of 
churches. There are about 90 such councils organized nationally or including 
more than one country. 


[Related item: EPS 82.03.44-45] 
EPS 


NAMIBIA CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
MEET SOUTH AFRICAN PM Service: 82.03.29 


Windhoek, Namibia (EPS) - Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic 
leaders, whose denominations account for about three-fourths of Namibia's 
population, met South African Prime Minister P.W. Botha when he visited here 
at the end of February. 


The Council of Churches in Namibia delegation urged a "peaceful solution to 
the problems of the land" and voiced concern about arrests and detentions of 
church workers. They also spoke of the hardships caused by the curfew in 
the northern part of Namibia. 


Namibia is a former German colony administered by South Africa, though the 
World Court invalidated the South African mandate over the area several 
years ago. The church leaders urged Botha to allow UN-supervised elections 
to determine Namibia's future. 


In its statement, the group opposed violence "by anybody or by any side", 
and urged Botha to "reconsider the attitude of your government so that this 
suffering and unnecessary war may be brought to an end without further delay". 
For years, South African and SWAPO forces have been fighting each other in 
Namibia. 


In another church protest involving South Africa, the general secretary of 
the London-based Council for World Mission has complained that South African 
authorities obstructed a CWM executive committee meeting in Johannesburg. 


The CWM said visa problems came even though the South African internal 
affairs department assured the United Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa's general secretary that "necessary visas would be granted". The 
CWM listed five "examples of obstructiveness", including one executive 
committee member who was finally given permission to be in South Africa 
for 48 hours "on condition that he took no part in any religious meeting". 


In South Africa itself, the death in a car accident [1 March] of a major 
white Dutch Reformed opponent of the country's race policies is being 
mourned. Frikkie Conradie was active in the Broederkring, an organization 
of white and black Dutch Reformed ministers. Its chairman, Alan Busak, 
called Conradie's death "a shock and an unbelievable setback for the church 
in South Africa’. 


In another development, South Africa's Roman Catholic bishops announced their 
strong support for black trade-union rights. They also condemned the 
detention of the secretary of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission, here. 


Also in Namibia, the synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church 
appealed for overseas pressure for Namibian independence "by peaceful means 
without any further delays, before all are... wiped out". It said "hundreds 
of members of our parishes... have lost their lives" in violence related to 
the independence struggle. It noted that an eighth of the 300 synod delegates 
report they have been imprisoned or tortured at one time or another. "During 
these few years", it said, "sufferings, persecutions and torturings are more 
predominant than at any time in the past". 


And at a Lutheran consultation near Geneva, South African Lutheran Bishop 
Manas Buthelezi observed that "it seems to be a particular Lutheran dilemma 
or problem that the Lutherans are the only ones still discussing whether 
apartheid [race separation] is a sin or not". He added that "when racism 
sets up its idolatrous shrines", then racially separate houses of worship 

or church structures are no longer neutral, but rather "confessional symbols 
of a counter-church within the church of Christ". 
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POLISH BISHOPS ASK Ecumenical Press © 
END TO MARTIAL LAW Service:82.03.30 


Warsaw (EPS) - Polish Roman Catholic bishops, in a letter read in churches 
and broadcast over Polish radio, have urged that the suspended independent 
trade union Solidarity be part of talks on the country's future. 


They appealed for a "social covenant for the good of the entire nation". 
They said the alternative is catastrophe. 


An appeal for an end to martial law and amnesty for detained Solidarity 
Supporters was cut from the broadcast version of their pastoral message. 
Wire service reports said one bishop described the bishops' meeting which 
drafted the letter as stormy and extremely tense. 


Among other recently reported Polish developments: 


Pax, a Polish Roman Catholic lay organization, removed its chairperson, 
Ryszard Reiff. He and 20 other Pax board members subsequently had their 
memberships suspended for "forcing a harmful ideological and political 
line" on Pax. 


The newspaper of Czechoslovakia's ruling Communist Party accused the Polish 
bishops and Pope John Paul II of backing "counter revolutionaries" in 
Solidarity. 


An unofficial Hungarian Roman Catholic group, "Dignitatis Humanae", 
protested the Polish martial law situation. The presidential council of 
the Reformed Church in Hungary called for a special collection to help 
Poland "in order that the Polish patriots who are labouring to surmount 
the present crisis receive every support from our people". 


The Polish communist daily reported a quadrupling of humanitarian aid to 
the country since martial law began. But a Polish news agency commentary 
said it is a "stereotype image... that Polish society is kept alive thanks 
to the world around". 


The Polish delegation at the Madrid conference on European peace and security 
said "constructive relations and dialogue with the Catholic Church are [an ] 
inseparable part" of government policy. It said it is "irresponsible" to 
suggest that the Polish government is preparing major arrests of church 
people. 


Fourteen US religious leaders signed a "pledge to the people of Poland". It 
pleads for "full restoration of rights and freedom in the Polish nation". 


The Australian Council of Churches expressed its "deep concern over recent 
events in Poland". It added that the "crisis...is, and should remain, a 
matter internal to Poland". 


The eight bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland called it 
"depressing and deplorable that also in our continent military force is 
still resorted to as a means of resolving a society's internal problems". 


A delegation of the British Council of Churches met the Polish ambassador 

in London and expressed "deep concern and dismay" about the martial law 

situation. 

[Earlier items: EPS 82.03.13, 82.02.62, 82.02.21, 82.01.15; 1981 EPS No.35, 
page 1]. 


EPS 


US CHURCH COUNCIL ACTS Ecumenical Press 
ON CHINA AND US BUDGET Service: 82.03.31 


New York (EPS) - The executive committee of the [US] National Council of 
Churches has urged its 32 member denominations to avoid acting "unilaterally... 
in ways that might undermine the unity of Christians in China". 


The committee urged WCC members to “act ecumenically" in cooperation with 
the China Christian Council and the Christian Three-Self Patriotic Movement. 
The committee request followed a China trip last November by 18 church 
leaders and NCC staff. 


In other action, the committee sharply criticized the new US budget proposed 
by President Ronald Reagan. It said the spending plan “compromises the 
constitutional responsibility of the federal government to promote the 
general welfare" by cutting "funds for human services and environmental 
protection while increasing expenditures for... instruments of destruction". 


The committee said the Reagan call to the private sector to "take up the 
slack by providing some of the social services formerly provided by the 
federal government" is a call for “charity. We contend that what is 
required", it continued, "is not charity but justice... Charity is a gift; 
Justice is‘a Light". 


EPS 
CANTERBURY SUGGESTS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH PEACE SUMMIT Service: 82.03.32 


Geneva (EPS) - The leading figure of world Anglicanism, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury Robert Runcie, has proposed a world peace summit of Christian leaders. 
He said "it would be of symbolic importance if, say, 10 of the main Christian 
leaders were to gather together in some neutral place to pray, reflect in 
conversations together and to express their commitment to peace". 


He said his "ultimate hope is that there may be an interfaith summit", even 
while recognizing "that such conferences may easily be politically manipulated". 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Pimen and [Lutheran] Archbishop of 
Uppsala Olof Sundby are each heading up separate efforts to bring together 
larger conferences of Christian and other religious representatives on various 
peace issues. Pimen's gathering is projected for Moscow in mid-May, Sundby's 
for the first part of next year. 


In reflecting on church statements on public issues, Runcie suggested that 
organizations like the World Council of Churches "lose credibility" if they 
"talk too often". He urged a "certain asceticism about public statements". 
He also regretted that the Church of England and the Anglican Communion may 
be rightly criticized for making a "modest withdrawal" from and "not playing 
a full part" in ecumenical activities. 


Asked about English Anglican relationships with Roman Catholics on the one 
hand, and other Western Christians on the other, Runcie observed that he 
may well be among a minority in the Church of England who think it possible 
to move forward on both fronts. He said he senses that a majority of 
English Anglicans might think it necessary to choose between one grouping 
and the other. 


[Earlier stories: 1EPS'82003.10; 82:02¢28): 


EPS 


INTERFILM HONOURS Ecumenical Press 
FRENCH, DDR FILMS Service: 82.03.33 


West Berlin (EPS) - Interfilm, a 27-year-old ecumenical organization formed 
to foster dialogue between the church and the film industry, has announced 
its 1982 Otto Dibelius film prizes. 


The DM 2,500 awards, went to a French film, "A Strange Affair", and a DDR 
(East German) production, "Life Stories". Both were shown at the film 
festival here. The jury also singled out a Polish film, "Shivers", and a 
Canadian entry, "E", for special recommendation. 


John Taylor, who chairs Interfilm, says it seeks to encourage young 

and Third World directors who might not gain support for their work in more 
conventional channels in their own countries. Taylor has been film and 
visual arts director of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. After 
29 years at the WCC, he leaves his post this month, but continues as a 
part-time advisor on arts and media, especially in connection with the 

1983 WCC Assembly in Vancouver. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.03.34-36 


SFPODPSLEUCECSRE 

The annual meeting of representatives of Europe's Roman Catholic bishops 
and the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches, which groups most of 
the continent's other Christian traditions, has suggested four areas of 
cooperation in the years ahead. A CEC report on the three-day 

[9-11 February] session in St. Gallen, Switzerland, listed common witness 
by Europe's churches in light of "the general acceptance of the Niceno- 
Constantinopolitan creed", prayer for European unity and peace, a survey 
of declarations by European churches on protection of life, and a third 
"ecumenical encounter" of European church leaders, possibly in 1984. 


82.03.35: Uganda-protest 

Uganda's Roman Catholic cardinal-archbishop, Emmanuel Nsubuga, has protested 
the "godless and sacrilegious act of some members of the Ugandan army in 
violating my cathedral and using military force in expelling the congregation ". 
An estimated 1,500-2,000 worshippers, mostly children, were forced into the 
street at gunpoint during an Ash Wednesday liturgy. The government says 
its troops were reacting to guerillas who had set up a mortar position on 
the cathedral steps and launched an attack against Kampala's main military 
barracks. Nsubuga also protested "the inhuman behaviour of some elements 
of the security forces engaged in search operations, which have resulted 

in loss of lives, serious bodily injury, and heavy damage to property". 
[Related Ecuview: 82.02.61]. 


82.03.36: Ecumenical htstory 


Plans for a third volume of the history of the ecumenical movement were 
discussed at a four-day consultation near Geneva by 31 church historians and 
ecumenists from 17 countries [22-25 February]. The volume, to be edited by 
Paul Crow, ecumenical officer of the [US] Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), would pick up the narrative of two earlier volumes, which covered 
1517-1948 and 1948-68. Crow said the last two decades have seen "tremendous 
growth and change in the ecumenical movement". The new volume is to reflect 
the increased role of the Third World, women, Orthodox and Roman Catholics 
in the making and perception of ecumenical history. A possible 1987 
publication is projected. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.03.37-43 


82.03.87: Canada-ecumentecal 

A new ecumenical body, the Inter-Church Committee, has been formed in Canada. 
A report in the United Church Observer, magazine of the United Church of 
Canada, calls the ICC an "ecumenical breakthrough" which "may replace the 
Canadian Council of Churches in three years". It describes the ICC as a 
"coordinating group through which denominations will consult and take action 
on joint projects". ICC adds Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, and 
Mennonite denominations to those already in the CCC. 


82.03.88: UCC-arms race 

An Ash Wednesday pastoral letter from the 38 regional conference ministers 
of the [US] United Church of Christ urges UCC members to undertake "public 
witness" against the arms race. It urges the US government to take "uni- 

lateral first steps towards disarmament among the nations". 


82.03.39: Conetlrar fellowshtp 

The faith and order commission of the [US] National Council of Churches has 
completed a four-year study on "conciliar fellowship", which it defines as 
"visible unity in one faith" with Christians nonetheless maintaining 
denominational identities. 


82.03.40: Egypt-release 

The latest group of persons released by Egyptian authorities included three 
Coptic Church priests. One priest and five bishops are reported still among 
those in detention following actions last September by the late Egyptian 
President Anwar el-Sadat to combat what he described as religious extremism 
and threats to national unity. Most of those detained are Muslims. 

[1981 EPS No.25, p.3]. 


82.03.41: Greek-btshop 

Metropolitan Prokopios of Cephalonia, a Greek island in the Ionian Sea, has 
been relieved of his diocesan duties by decision of the bishops" synod of 

the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece. The synod said the action was taken 
to restore social peace on the island, not because the bishop is guilty of 
any wrongdoing. Charges in 1979 that he chopped up and sold parts of the 
relics of Saint Gherassimos, patron of the island, forced him to flee for 
safety. 


82.08.42: South Afrtca-ambassador 

The [US] National Council of Churches plans to testify against the nomination 
of Herman Nickel as new US ambassador to South Africa. The former Fortune 
magazine editor says he thinks the US should not undertake "public lecturing" 
in efforts to get South Africa to change its race-separation policies. 


82.03.43: Afrtca-cooperatton 

All Africa Press Service, an agency of Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service, and Kinshasa-based Documentation and Information for and about 
Africa have agreed to a closer working relationship, notably an exchange of 
news and information from the linguistic areas in which they concentrate - 
English (APS) and French (DIA). APS Editor-in-Chief Richard Sakala called 

the agreement a "step towards breaking" the continent's "artificial 
linguistic" barriers. 


ECUTEXT: "Stages on the Way to Unity" EPS: 82.03.44 


(This is an excerpt from the report of the 15-18 February consultation in Venice on the significance 
and contribution of councils of churches in the ecumenical movement [EPS 82.03.28]). 


The growth of churches into a mature ecumenical fellowship and towards unity can often be seen to pass 
through several stages. It is possible to identify five main ones and to indicate where the fellowship 
of a council can give encouragement, support and direction. 


Competition: This is the stage where a church sees itself as entirely self-sufficient and does not, 
in any real way, acknowledge the role of other churches or its need of them (and so has few scruples 
in inviting Christians to transfer to it from other churches). A radical renewal of attitude is 
necessary before these churches are ready to engage in various forms of ecumenical collaboration. 


Co-existence: This is the stage where a church begins, more or less explicitly, to acknowledge that 


Christ can also be known in other churches, yet it still takes no initiative to enter into structured 
relationships. 


Cooperation: This is the stage where a church recognizes the other churches with sufficient warmth 
to be able to undertake certain tasks together, to engage with them in a real if limited partnership. 
Councils of churches, which come into existence when churches are prepared to go beyond mere co- 
existence, are instruments designed to help churches move through cooperation to deeper commitment. 


Commitment: This is the stage where it is felt that partnership in particular projects (e.g. through 
a council) no longer corresponds to the degree of mutual recognition between the churches. At this 
point, therefore, they enter into a general, lasting and deliberately open-ended agreement, under God, 
to do much of what they do as if they were limbs of the same body. 


Communion: This is the stage where it no longer makes sense to think of the fellowship as consisting 
of two or more separate entities, but where all separation can be overcome in the appropriate wholeness 
and singleness of the body of Christ. 


Several of these stages will be marked by the kind of exchange known in general terms as "dialogue". 
At some point this may become more specifically a theological dialogue, whether multilateral or bi- 
lateral. This happens when a church, sensing that mere co-existence (or, sometimes, cooperation) is 
no longer enough, asks for a formal theological dialogue with one or more churches. The dialogue is 
usually carried out by qualified theologians and it tests whether there is sufficient unity in faith 
to allow the churches to move ahead to the later stages. 


The stages do not succeed each other automatically; some churches may find themselves at different 
stages with different partners. These Stages, however, are useful for marking the dynamism of the 
movement. We can even say that stages are indispensable. The divisions are too deep, and have lasted 
too long, for it to be possible to envisage a sudden unstaggered transition into unity. On the other 
hand, being able to mark the steps - even small ones - makes it possible to maintain the dynamism, to 
sustain the pace of advance, along a road which could otherwise seem too longs... 


It appears indispensable to the advance towards unity that churches are able to mark irreversible 
steps; there are no ways back without the creation of new divisions, without shattering a new emerging 
community. A clear awareness of this condition considerably strengthens the commitment of churches 

to the ecumenical movement and to the councils of churches in particular. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Councils of Churches as Places where Churches Meet to Crow Together" EPS: 32.03.45 


(This is an excerpt from the report of the 15-18 February consultation in Venice on the significance 
and contribution of councils of churches in the ecumenical movement [EPS 82.03.28]). 


Once Christians meet together, common prayer becomes a new joy and an absolute necessity. .Unity isa 
gift of God and the churches should prepare to receive it together. The churches should be open to the 
prayer of the Spirit which is the prayer of the Church. It is in this prayer that the Spirit makes the 
Church conform to what God wants it to be, that the Church learns to live to the glory of the Father. 
"Even if it is no more than the saying of the Lord's Prayer together, virtually every council finds it 
vital to establish at the outset, no matter how fragile the relationships, that as Christians they meet 
in Christ's name and turn to him in prayer as they begin to turn to one another" (M. Conway [British 
Council of Churches ]). 


Every prayer is opened to the eucharist, oriented towards the eucharist in which prayer has its final 
fulfilment. Sooner or later in this life in common through councils of churches, the question of 
“eucharistic communion will arise, and indeed should arise if the search for unity is authentic... 


As Martin Conway has written, a council as such has "no place in decisions about communion discipline, 
except the obligation to be very sensitive in the way it arranges for eucharistic services in its 
meetings, but the point must be made that the sharing which a council enables will inevitably lead to 
these pressures if it is truly helping the churches to move towards UnLEy 4 


The answer to this issue is not easy. It is to be found, perhaps, in the tension between this foretaste 

of the communion sought and the actual situation of the churches. Christians engaged in the experience 

of councils will need to remind themselves that they are probably in advance of a large part of their 
churches; in advance not without their churches but in communion with their churches and for their churches. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW : "God and Country" EPS: ~ 82.03.46 


When the federal government gave into Conservative pressures to include "God" in the Canadian 
constitution, what did that mean? The clause to be included in the new Charter of Rights reads 
that Canada "is founded upon principles that recognize the supremacy of God and the rule of law..." 


As Christians we must ask who this "God" is and what responsibilities the nation feels towards this 
supreme being. To me, Canada is merely engaged in the same homage which my American foreparents 
paid, through Thomas Jefferson, during the composition of the Declaration of Independence . Worship 
was rendered to the god who sets in motion the "Laws of Nature". 


The Canadian statement puts the term "God" beside the term "principles" and "the rule of law". This 
"God" is a god who sets to motion the watchwork of the universe and its laws of nature. This is not 
the God of the Bible who covenants with people of faith and promises liberation. 


But the god included in Canada's constitution is probably not to be utterly removed from human affairs. 
My guess is that this god is looked upon by our legislators as a great Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
officer in the sky who grants a charter of rights yet also remains on 24-hour call to maintain 
national law and order. Perhaps the lack of public confidence in the bureaucracy necessitates the 
services of an omnipotent Mountie. 


I hope that Canada is seeking to set in motion a moral stance, but I fear not. It is, I fear, a case 
of a nation still composed of some God-fearing individuals, and of a government which feels that 
divine sovereignty might yet be exploited in service to the status quo. Canada is not engaged in an 
act of piety by including a god of its own making in its constitution. What we are witnessing is 

the perpetuation of self-serving religious rhetoric. 


We must realize that a nation cannot subscribe to any set of values larger than its own sub-interest. 
As theologian Reinhold Niebuhr has written, "The most significant moral characteristic of a nation is 
its hypocrisy". In a small way this hypocrisy was revealed when the proponents of the "God clause" 
ridiculed member of parliament Bill Blaikie last year when he spoke of how the nation needed to repent 
of its policy on nuclear power. His use of the religious word "repent" was answered by other MPs with 
cynical mock-genuflecting. Regardless of the position held by Blaikie, a United Church minister, 
concerning nuclear energy, his reply was quite pointed: 


"I notice that the party which is so self-righteous and exuberant about getting God into 
the constitution is becoming giddy at the language of repentance. I notice that the 
language of repentance bothers the same party which is concerned about God. Perhaps the 
people of Canada should take notice..." 


The legitimate religious expressions of Canadians is not what I am criticizing. Rather, it is my 
concern that as Christians who participate in national structures, we should be particularly conscious 
of the real insincerity with which nations employ God-talk. 


National entities wishing to publicly express their collective piety ought also to be willing to 
seriously entertain God's call for national repentance and obedience. Such national repentance is 
as difficult as it is for a nation to speak and act selflessly. Nevertheless, in spite of the moral 
recalcitrance of nations and the false homage which they pay to their false gods. Christians cannot 
allow the drowning out of authentic calls to repentance issued by foreseeing prophets on behalf of 
God. It is our task to clear away false images of God and to call nations to hear the words of the 
Lord God addressed to Jeremiah: 


If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down 
and destroy it, and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will 
repent of the evil that I intended to do to it. And if at any time I declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, and if it does evil in my sight, not 
listening to my voice, then I will repent of the good which I had intended to do to it. 
(18:6-10) 


If the gods which legislators prop up atop constitutions are to be of any semblance to the God of 
the Bible who is prepared to repent of previous intentions, then so, too, ought such nations be 
prepared. 

AK 

* 


(This reflection appeared in the United Church Observer, magazine of the United Church of Canada. 
Its author is Tom Nordberg, an ordained minister in the [US] United Church of Christ who teaches 
theology at McGill University, Montreal. It has been edited slightly.) 


ECUVIEW: "The Role of Religion and Minorities" EPS: 82.03.47 


(The following is excerpted from Japan Christian Activity News, published by the National Christian 
Council of Japan. It is a portion of a presentation by NCCJ General Secretary Shoji Tsutomu at an 
international, interreligious conference in Kyoto on the theme. The four main minority groups in 
Japan are the Buraku, descendants of the outcasts of the social system of the Edo period (1600-1866), 
Okinawans, Ainu (the indigenous people of the island of Hokkaido), and Koreans.) 


Why was the religious organization for dealing with the issues of discrimination so late? We cannot 
deny the fact that in general, people do not want to get involved in embarrassing situations nor do 
they want to bring difficult, embarrassing problems into their group. 


Moreover, the religious organizations have their own problems. That is, the believers of any faith 
have a concept of equality which can create more embarrassing situations. Today, most religions say 
"man is the child of God or Buddha. We are all brothers and sisters". If this truth were really 
accepted by people, it would have an amazing effect which would shake up the existing social order. 


Over 100 years ago, when Japan's modernization was starting in the early Meiji period, the Japanese 
Bushi (warrior class people) who accepted Christian belief went into villages of the segregated Buraku 
people. They lived among the poor where they shared in fellowship and together worshipped God. 


However, believers today unthinkingly regard this concept of equality as the normal practice, that is, 
the individual firmly believes that he or she never practices discrimination against others. Thus, 
people are usually not conscious of the fact that discrimination against others still continues in 
today's society on a daily basis. 


This is one of the reasons why faithful people, even people who are in ministries, often are unconcerned 
about the problems of discrimination against minorities. Also they believe that they are children of 
God or Buddha and place themselves on the side of the already saved; thus, it is very difficult for 

them to realize that their very attitude discriminates against others. 


Both believers and religious bodies have a tendency to be concerned with the issues of discrimination 
against others who do not yet have the same blessing. In this situation people's attitude is to give 
benefits down to the lower level people from their higher position. This is the natural reason why 
the religionist's attitude to the discriminated against remains as little more than a soothing 
treatment or strives merely to improve their present condition. 


These acts can actually hinder the people's struggle for independence, and result in the loss of their 
identity, and an increase in their sense of dependency. In 1922, about 60 years ago, the Buraku people 
organized the Leveling League (this is the precursor of the present Buraku Liberation Association), 

and they started the fight to reject anything related to sympathetic support and charity. 


At that time, Kagawa Toyohiko, who was working in the slums in Kobe as an evangelist and to help in the 
improvement of slum life, disassociated himself from the Buraku people's struggle as being based on 
"the Gospel of Hatred" instead of "Love and Redemption". 


If even Kagawa, who was called the saint among the poor, reacted this way, the attitude of other 
Christians to the Buraku people can be imagined. When the Leveling League Movement moved closer to 
Marxism and Anarchism, it was very unfortunate, for the churches separated themselves from the movement, 
though a few individuals continued to be involved... 


The minorities in Japan - Buraku, Okinawans, Ainu and the Koreans- live in the same social condition. 
In the process of Japan's modernization these minority groups were place in the lowest social class so 
that the rulers could establish a foundation in society. They were sacrificed for Japan's policy of 
"wealth and military strength". The Japanese people also accepted this government policy of social 
division and endorsed this discrimination... 


I believe that Buraku people are asking Christians to re-interpret the message of the Bible. If the 
love of God is understood as simply an ideal of equality, the believer is motivated, as the superior 
to the oppressed minority, to see them as the object of sympathy or to simply ignore them. But when 
we read the Bible from the point of view of the minority, then the love of God in the Bible is not a 
love of God in the Bible is not a love that leads to a superficial feeling of equality, but is a 
transforming love. God as described in the Old Testament showed love in delivering the Israelites 
from Egypt. Jesus Christ in the New Testament showed us the pouring out of God's love on the smallest 
and weakest in the Jewish society. Thus, he was crucified on the cross by the self-righteous who held 
high positions in society. 


The crown of thorns is the symbol of the Leveling League and of the Buraku Liberation Association. 

It poses a serious question and gives an invitation to the Christians. The crown of thorns which was 
placed on the head of Jesus Christ is the symbol of pain as well as of the victory of love. The 
symbol, the crown of thorns, serves to indicate the pain of Buraku people and their struggles. 


We cannot change our understanding of God just by knowledge alone, since the change up-turns our own 
faith and implies re-learning the basics from the people we regarded as the objects of our charity. 
True conversion may be possible through the moving experience of specific encounters with minorities 
who are discriminated against and also through reading of their experiences. 


Buddhism and other religions in Japan must refuse to be a tool of the powerful in society and must 
help people develop independence. The reform of religion will come from the oppressed people, not 
from leaders of the big temples. The opportunity will come whenever we open our minds to the inquiries 
of the minorities.. 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Deep in a Process Bog" EPS: 82.03.48 


(This piece appeared in the United Church Observer, magazine of the United Church of Canada. Its author. 
Vernon Wishart, is minister of Erskine and American United Church, Montreal. It has been edited slightly 


If you have attended Sunday school meetings or leadership training or other church events where you 
begin by "sharing ourselves" and "our expectations", followed by the inevitable small group, felt pen 
and pad of newsprint, you have been involved in the "process" movement. 


"Process" is the "in" word in the United Church today. When appointments for conference or national 
staff are considered, high on the list of essential qualifications is: "Is he or she a process person?" 
Its techniques and assumptions determine how we conduct our business, train our ministers and laity, 


preach the gospel. One could wait patiently for the vogue to pass, if it were not so damaging to our 
life and work. 


Historically the Church has said we find truth in the Bible and Christian tradition. The process 
movement says the "experiencing self" is the centre of authority and the source of meaning. All that 
gives light is the "feeling" self; nothing else. 


This represents a fundamental shift. A central truth of the Christian faith is that one becomes a 
self only as one is known by and responds to God. It teaches that because of sin, humankind has 
"curved inward" upon self. Curving inward on self - once viewed as something to be overcome - today 
is jubilantly cultivated as a way of redemption... 


The process movement, as I see it, is undermining not only the Church's life and work but also its 
ability to address with prophetic clarity the issues facing society. Let me outline the movement's 
major themes and how they diverge from the biblical faith. ‘ 
1. Human experience is the source and substance of redemption: 


human experience, but it never makes the mistake of lettin 
Gods « 


The biblical faith does not ignore 
g our experience define redemption or 


2. Sin is the rejection, negation or violation of human fulfilment: 
process movement is its inadequate understanding of sin. 
to discount the reality of our "fallenness" 
our feelings and our thinking. 


The fundamental weakness of the 
Christian tradition and Scriptures refuse 
and its terrible effects on human experience, including 


3. The self is in the process of becoming. Evil is the failure to realize human potential: The process 
movement feeds religious privatism and individualism. By losing touch with biblical roots, it fails 
to understand the enormity and pervasiveness of evil. It therefore lacks social discernment and 
undermines the Church's prophetic role of exposing corporate as well as individual evils. 


4. To become more fully and more truly human is to "live love'' : When we locate authority in subjective 
experience, we lose any objective criteria for moral action. The only basis for testing our moral 
decisions is "Is it loving?" God is love, but love is not God. We are accountable for our moral 
decisions but always in dependence on an ordering and governance that are given by God and not 
humanly created. 


5. Modernity and its categories of thought become the criteria for Christian reflection: Once we blur 
the distinction between God and our sinful selves, there arise all sorts of skillful assimilations 
and accommodations to the culture around us. The authority of modern though is substituted for 
the authority of tradition or Scripture. The distinction between the Church and the world is lost, 
and the cross is no longer the central symbol of our redemption. 


Finally, the process movement has some concrete consequences for the everyday life of the Church. 


1. It has curtailed serious discussion of anything basic to our life as a communion of the Body of 
Christ. Since how we "feel" is the frame of reference and authority, every opinion has equal weight. 
Strenuous and lively debate about issues, arising from a strong biblical and theological base, 
once marked the life of this church. Debate dissolves now in "shared experiences" and emotional 
egalitarianism. 


2. By refusing to act and think except in terms of process, the movement increasingly refuses to act 
and think in terms of people as persons of value who are responsible to one another. People are 
graded (and degraded) according to whether or not they share in process thinking and techniques. 
Ironically, what was supposed to be responsive to persons is often guilty of manipulating them in 
a manner which would excite the imagination of a medieval pope. 


3. The process movement is particularly vulnerable to the secular movement towards bureaucratic 
control. Having uncritically accepted process tools and techniques, it now uncritically accepts 


the tools and techniques of organizational planning and management systems. Already more and more 
matters of fundamental policy are being decided at the bureaucratic level and come to local 
congregations practically as accomplished facts. 


We need to recognize, examine and discuss the assumptions that shape the Church's life if we are to 
renew Christian witness and action. While there is much that has proven worthwhile in the process 
movement, nevertheless from my perspective it operates from assumptions that cut out the heart and 
substance from the Christian faith and it is therefore false and debilitating to the life and work 
of the Church. 
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(2758) 


(2759) (2760) 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES COLLOQUIUM: 


PCC conference in Fiji on "partnership in mission, aid, and development" [3-9 December ] 
cluded representatives from the PCC, Australia, US, New Zealand, and the World Council of 
urches. Among other things, participants discussed the role of the church in helping 
cific people defend their culture in the wake of growing industrialization and atomic 
sting in the region. 


758, 2759): Domestic life in the village of Savu. 


760): A market at Port Vila. 


Itos: WCC (Huibert van Beek) 


(2762) 


ae sont 
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CONSULTATION: (1981 EPS No 
"HUMANITY AND WHOLENESS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILIT! 


(2761): Harold Wilkie, born without arms, led the consultation's working group on 
independent living. He is executive director of the Healing Community, a 
White Plains, (NY, USA)-based ecumenical organization dedicated to promotins 
and facilitating the integration of handicapped persons into the mainstream 
of religion and community. 


(2762): George Kahn, a hospital worker and active campaigner for better facilities 
for the disabled in Trinidad, told the consultation how a car crash left hin 
in a wheelchair. He is a widower with small children. 


(2763): Maria de Lordes Guarda co-ordinated all the local arrangements for the 
consultation from her stretcher bed. She has been paralyzed from the waist 
down for 34 years by an incurable spine disease. 


Photos: WCC (Kathy Lowe) 


Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 
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US CHURCH FIGURES: END Ecumenical Press 
SALVADOR MILITARY AID Service:82.03.49 


New York (EPS) - About 350 US religious leaders have urged an end to all US 
military aid to El Salvador. Signers of the open: letter to Congress include 
heads of Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, Baptist, Roman Catholic, and Methodist 
denominations or regional or other units; seminary faculty members; officials 
of religious orders; and the general secretary of the country's council of 
churches. 


The signers say US President Ronald Reagan "compromised his moral responsi- 
bilities" by certifying that El Salvador has improved its human rights situation 
sufficiently to qualify for continued US aid. "In religious and ethical, 

as well as political terms, we regard this action as a grave violation of 

the trust placed in the office of the chief executive", their letter says. 


The statement also asks the US to do all it can to bring about negotiations 
between the government and those opposing it by force, and to grant temporary 
asylum to Salvadoran refugees until their safe return can be guaranteed. 


Earlier in the year, representatives of more than 30 US church groups agreed 
at a Los Angeles meeting to jointly aid the estimated 200,000 Salvadorans 
who have sought refuge in the US in the past two years. 


In Rome [28 February], Pope John Paul II issued an emotional plea for peace 
in El Salvador and endorsed the call by the country's four Roman Catholic 
bishops for Salvadorans to take part in this month's elections. 


That country's interim Roman Catholic archbishop, Arturo Rivera y Damas, 
told journalists the previous week [22 February] that he has offered to 
mediate the conflict between the government and the FMLN and others fighting 
it. But, he said, the country's army head has not been open to such a 
dialogue. 


In neighbouring Guatemala, the government has restricted the placement of an 


overseas clergy, many of whom a government. spokesperson linked to leftwing 
extremists. 


Speaking about another Central American country, Nicaragua, a group of US 
Methodist regional officials back from a trip there in connection with church- 
relief efforts, said US policy is pushing that country politically leftward. 


"The surest way for the US to drive Nicaragua into communism is for us to 
deny the kind of support that is needed" said Calvin McConnell, United 
Methodist bishop for states in the US Pacific northwest. 


The Reagan administration has been very critical of the Sandinista 
government of the country, which came to power in 1979. 


Marlier stories on the three countries: EPS 82.03.02, 82.02.65, 82.03.04, 
eewo2.39, 02.02.76]. 


EPS 


RC~ANGLICAN REPORT Ecumenical Press 
ON PAPACY EMERGES Service: 82.03.50 


London (EPS) - Though the official release has now been tentatively pushed 

back to late March or early April, copies of the final report of the official 
international Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue team (ARCIC) have been circulated 
and written about in church and secular publications in several parts of the 
world. 


The group suggests theological "convergence" it has found "would appear to 
call for the establishing of a new relationship between our churches as a 
next stage in the journey towards Christian unity". 


Release was once projected for mid-January, but reported reservations by the 
Vatican's doctrinal unit about the theologians' comments on papal infallibility 
led to delay. 


The [US] National Catholic Reporter says the document was the subject of a 
special meeting between representatives of the Vatican's doctrinal and 
Christian unity sections, with the former urging no publication of the report 
without Vatican commentary. The newspaper also says three UK bishops went to 
Rome last month to argue that such a commentary would be insulting to Anglicans. 


The ARCIC report says the theologians’ joint reflections led to near consensus 
in four areas once considered "serious obstacles to our growing together towards 
full communion" —- the New Testament view of Peter (counted by Roman Catholics 
as the first pope), what it means to speak of "divine right" with regard to 

the pope's position, papal infallibility, and papal jurisdiction with regard 

to other bishops. 


Among other things, the report notes that "infallible" is a "term applicable 
unconditionally to God alone and... to use it of a human being, even in highly 
restricted circumstances, can produce many misunderstandings". The theologians 
say they have "already been able to agree that conciliarity and primacy are 
complementary. We can now together affirm that the Church needs both a 
multiple, dispersed authority, with which all God's people are actively 
involved, and also a universal primate as servant and focus of visible unity 
in truth and love. This does not mean that all differences have been 
eliminated... We suggest that some difficulties will not be wholly resolved 
until a practical initiative has been taken and our two churches have lived 
together more visibly in the one koinonia [Christian community ]". 


Earlier ARCIC reports on eucharist and priesthood suggest that no church- 
dividing theological issues in those areas remain. 


EPS 


SOCIOLOGIST: CANADIANS Ecumenical Press 
"UNFOCUSED' IN RELIGION Service: 82.03.51 


Toronto (EPS) - Polls suggest nine Canadians in 10 consider themselves 
Christians. But a new survey by University of Lethbridge sociologist 

Reginald Bibby concludes that four Canadians in five do not affirm traditional 
Christian teaching about the divinity of Christ, resurrection of the body, 

life after death and the importance of prayer. 


Bibby says he also found that only one percent of Canadians express a strong 
interest in religious movements such as Scientology, the Unification Church, 
or Transcendental Meditation. Also, he notes, only six percent say they 
regularly watch or listen to a religious program. (A 1957 Gallup Poll 
reported 29 percent). 


Comparing this study with a similar survey he made five years ago, Bibby 
concludes that Canadians are increasingly "religionless" or "unfocused" in 
their beliefs. He does observe, however, that most Canadians are fascinated 
by, or "believe in" astrology, mental telepathy, precognition, and clair- 
voyance. 


EPS 


Ecumenical Press 


P 1 ° 
BISHOP FAULTS ANOTHER'S Service: 82.03.52 


REACTION TO WOMAN PRIEST 


Newark, New Jersey, USA (EPS) - A home celebration of the eucharist by a 
female priest visiting England has led to a transatlantic public disagreement 
between two Anglican bishops. 


After the celebration by Elizabeth Canham, London bishop Graham Leonard 
issued a four-page protest of her action citing "the law of the land and 
the law of the church" which make it illegal for anyone ordained outside it 
to function as priest "in the Church of England" without permission from 
the diocesan bishop and the primate, the archbishop of Canterbury. 


Canham is a former member of the Church of England. She was ordained last 
December by John Spong, bishop of the Newark diocese of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA, which approved women's ordination in 1976. 


In a statement in his cathedral [28 February] Spong called Leonard's 
reaction "legalistic". Because a woman was involved, he said, "what would 
once have been so minor an event as not to be noticed is the occasion of 

a four-page statement by the bishop of London and a press-release from the 
archbishop of Canterbury". Spong added that if female US Anglican priests 
are not permitted to function in England. "They must not allow our male 
priests, either". 


EPS 


ECUMENICAL PROTESTS MARK Ecumenical Press 
JAPANESE ‘FOUNDATION DAY' Service: 82.03.53 


Tokyo (EPS) - The National Christian Council of Japan reports more than 
10,000 people gathered at more than 60 ecumenical gatherings in the middle 

of last month to protest the 1967 restoration in Japan of "National Foundation 
Day" on 11 February. 


Before World War II, the date marked the promulgation in 1889 of the imperial 
constitution which made the emperor divine ruler and priest of the nation. 

It is also the traditional Shinto date marking the beginning of the reign of 
the first emperor, in 660 BC. 


The newsletter of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) describes 
the rallies as "part of a continuing effort to check the revival of state 
Shintoism that has been gaining added steam with recent government moves to 
expand Japan's military power and nuclear energy potential". 


The NCCJ noted ecumenical gatherings on the issue in Tokyo, Hokkaido, Nagoya, 
Okayama, Kochi, Shikoku, Okinawa and Yamanashi prefecture. Added its report, 
"These meetings are more and more under joint sponsorship from labour and 
teacher union groups since both... are also concerned with rightist resurgence. 
A new emphasis in protest this year was the recognition that the people of 
Japan who had felt they were the persecuted... during World War II were 
actually persecutors ... and ... in various ways the Japanese are persecutors 
in Asia today". [Related item EPS 82.03.73] 


EPS 
ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.03.54-57 


82.03.54: Cricket protest 

The tour of South Africa by a team of English cricketers has been deplored as 
"irresponsible" by Christian Concern for Southern Africa, UK inter-church 
body which conducts research on investment and industry in that part of the 
world. 


82.08.55: NW. Ireland-gay 

The Roman Catholic bishops of Northern Ireland say they oppose a UK government 
proposal to bring the law on homosexuality in Northern Ireland in line with 
that in the rest of the kingdom, where homosexual activity between consenting 
adults in private is legal. Last October, the European Court of Human Rights 
ruled the law in Northern Ireland a breach of the European Convention on 
Human Rights. 


82.08.56: Death-and-dytng 

A proposed social statement for the Lutheran Church in America says there is 
a "strong presumption in favour of treatment" of chronically ill persons, 
though it recognizes complexities in many death-and-dying situations. In 
any case, it says, ''all who experience death-and-dying situations may be 
assured of God's love". [Related EPS 82.02.36] 


82.08.57: Prtests/poltties 

In what a wire service report called a "hard-hitting document", the Vatican 
reiterated its [8 March] ban on priests taking part in movements which by 
nature, aims, and methods serve "an ideology or human faction", such as 
partisan political or trade union efforts. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources BPs? 64;,03.59-63 


62.08.58: US-development 

In response to major cuts in US povernment financial support for low-income 
economic development, more than 100 financial officers and social program 
staff from US denominations and community development organizations met for 

a national conference on "alternative investment in community development". 

A report from the [US] National Council of Churches Says the conference 
"brought to light the vast resources controlled by churches that have not 
been committed to alternative investment". It was suggested at the conference 
that church investors are often unduly cautious interpreting US law affecting 
trustees, and thus do not give or loan as much as they might to projects to 
assist the poor. 


82.08.59: Btshop-dtsarmament 

American Lutheran Church Presiding Bishop David Preus told a Munich symposium 
on peace and disarmament that a nuclear moratorium or a 10 percent nuclear 
reduction by either the US or USSR with a challenge to the other to follow 
Suit would be "responsible possibilities". He said that is the case even 
though "naive trust in human goodness is neither wise nor helpful". He 

added that it is hard to take seriously peacemaking efforts without a 
parallel commitment to basic human rights -- "to live, to act, to work, to 
speak freely, to worship freely, to assembly freely, to be equal before the 
law, to dissent freely". 


82.08.60: Lesotho-accident 

A second southern African church leader has died in a car accident. The 
funeral for Litsietsi Putsoa, a member of the executive committee of the 
Christian Council of Lesotho,.took place 6 March in Maseru. Earlier in the 
week, Frikkie Conradie, a white Dutch Reformed opponent of South Africa's 
race-separation system died in an auto mishap. [EPS 82.03.29]. 


82.08.61: Chureh workers 

People who work for the church may be an endangered species, according to 

a new book co-authored by two Australians, physician Cedric Taylor and 
theologian Graeme Goldsworthy. In "Battle Guide for Christian Leaders", 

the two say that church employees "die before retirement at an alarming 

rate" and "fall victim to chronic stresses which undermine their health, 
family life, and emotional stability". They add that "often the warning 
Signs are ignored because of the desire to Spare no effort for the sake of 
the urgent task before them. Many... become trapped between their dedication 
and the unrealistic expectations possessed by the Christian public". 


82.03.62: Portugal-strikes 

Portugal's Roman Catholic bishops have rejected "strikes used as a parallel 
means to party politics". In a new pastoral letter, they call them "a last 
resort for the defence of workers' interests". 


82.03.68: Phtltppines-detentton 

Three church workers in the Philippines have been arrested and detained in 
an undisclosed place. In a message to Philippines President Ferdinand 
Marcos [4 March] World Council of Churches international affairs director 
Ninan Koshy appeals for the immediate release of Violetta Marasigan and 
Laura Ocampo of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines, and 
Avelina Enrile of the Student Christian Movement. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.03.64-69 


82.03.64: Religtous ltberty 

The religious liberty committee of the [US] National Council of Churches 
held a public hearing in Washington on religious "deprogramming", that is, 
abduction of persons and protracted efforts to change their religious 
commitments under duress. Among witnesses was a 35-year-old Canadian member 
of the Unification Church who was kidnapped twice last year as part of his 
family's effort to have him change his religion. Committee chairperson 
Dean Lewis said it is considering an experimental program to serve families 
involved in such situations, especially to offer communication assistance 

to prevent the resort to kidnapping. 


82.03.65: US-Christtan/Jewtsh 

The American Jewish Committee and the [US] National Council of Churches have 
announced a pilot project to help Jewish and Christian religious educators 
better understand the two religions. A joint statement cited several special 
reasons for launching the project now, among them, "heightened concern about 
the revival of anti-Jewish prejudice in certain quarters... here and abroad" 
and "some strain and misunderstanding over Middle East issues" between 
"mainline Protestants and Jews''’. If judged successful, the project may be 
extended beyond its initial setting (Danbury, Connecticut). 


82.08.66: RC-Chrtsttan/Jewtsh 

Representatives of Roman Catholic bishops' conferences met at the Vatican 
in March to discuss Christian-Jewish relations. Also attending were four 
ecumenical consultants, from the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World 
Federation, [Anglican] Church of England, and [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 


82.03.67: Syrta-c lashes 

Clashes early this month in the northern Syrian city of Hama have caused 
extensive damage to mosques, churches, and houses. The Middle East Council 
of Churches also reported [5 March] that about 100,000 people fled and the 
Eastern Orthodox bishop for the area was evacuated. MECC has asked the 
World Council of Churches' inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) for 

US$ 80,000 for assistance in the area. 


82.03.68: Tonga-cyc lone 

The Tonga National Council of Churches reports damage in three major Pacific 
island groups (Vava'u, Ha'apai, Tongatapu) following a 220 km) cyclone 

[3 March] is widespread and serious, worse than following the 1977 earthquake. 
Half the population of about 90,000 is estimated to need shelter. A serious 
food shortage is projected. TNCC has sent an appeal to the World Council of 
Churches" inter-church commission (CICARWS) for US$ 80,000. 


82.08.69: Uganda-protest 

The Ugandan minister of state for defence (Peter Otai) says complaints by 

the Roman Catholic primate of the country (Emmanuel Nsubuga) about actions of 
the country's armed forces [EPS 82.03.35] are "unfortunate". Otai criticized 
Nsubuga for suggesting the Ugandan situation is like that which prevailed 
during the 1971-79 government of Idi Amin. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.03. 70-71 


82.03.70: BRD-foreign 


News service reports indicate that BRD (West German) church and government 
leaders are concerned about an increasing anti-foreign feelings in the 
country, related to the millions of immigrant workers from poorer parts of 


Europe who have been coming to the BRD since the 1960s. Turks reportedly 
bear-the brunt of resentment. 


62,05.71: Jesutts—pope 


Pope John Paul II told a special meeting near Rome of regional leaders of 

the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) that they should convince "those who alas 

are tempted by the paths of progressivism... to return in humility and joy" 
to the mainstream of the church. Previously, he spoke of "deplorable 
deficiencies" in the 442-year-old order, with about 26,000 members worldwide. 
Late last year, the pope replaced the order's elected leadership with his 

own representative, pending election of a new superior general to succeed 

the ailing Pedro Arrupe [1981 EPS No.31, page 8]. A Jesuit statement after 
the discussions said they took place with "fraternal frankness and openness." 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on a Visit to the Kimbanguists" EPS: 82.03.72 


(Last 27 November - 3 December, a World Council of Churches consultation on 
ecumenical spirituality was held. It involved an international, ecumenical 
visit to the Church of Jesus Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, 

a major Christian grouping in Zaire. The report on the visit was recently com- 
pleted and is excerpted below. The whole document is available to journalists 
on request to the WCC sub-unit on renewal and congregational life. A 

related Photo Oikoumene appears in this EPS). 


The whole African Independent Churches' picture is a Special study in itself. 
There have been 6,000 separate identifiable new church groups come into 
existence in this century. They range from smaller single-type congregations 
to very large bodies and their variations are tremendous. The Church of 
Jesus Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu (EJCSK) is one of the 
well known of this whole cluster and probably one of the best formulated and 
organized. It has a written theological and doctrinal statement of faith, 

a very specific discipline for all its members, a developed ministry both 

of laity and clergy (male and female), a sacramental life and a strong 
ecumenical stance both within Zaire and Africa and internationally. 


To fully understand this church one must of necessity know the story of 

Simon Kimbangu and his followers - an amazing story of witness, persecution, 
development and reconciliation. Today this church reckons they have 5 million 
adherents - 4 million in Zaire and most of the others in adjoining states. 


As our eight-day visit concluded, we were aware that some questions had not 
been dealt with due to time constraints. We wondered about the line of 
leadership for this church and who will succeed the spiritual head (who is 
now 64). Within the next 20 years this church will likely be exposed to 
more ecumenical contacts and will that have any effect on their doctrines 
and practices (e.g. at present water baptism is not practiced, but accepted 
as valid for others)? 


There is a growing expression of African liberation theology, but it has not 
had any significant impact on the Kimbanguist Church to date; will that be 
changed in the future and what will that mean? Zaire is a nation struggling 
to gain economic stability and development, but it is afflicted with soaring 
inflation, heavy unemployment and some repressive political and social 
conditions. What role will this entirely indigenous church have in the 
progress of their state and to its quality of life? 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Japanese Church Confronts State Shintoism" EPS:, 82.03.73 


(The following is excerpted from the newsletter of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan (Kyodan). Related item: EPS 82.03.53). 


.. Neither was it by coincidence that the parade to celebrate Foundation 
Day this year ended in the precincts of Meiji Shrine in Tokyo where Emperor 
Meiji and his consort Empress Shoken are enshrined as deities. The ceremonies 
held in the Worshippers Hall of the shrine under the sponsorship of a right- 
wing ... group have gained limited government backing since 1978. The sponsors, 
however, are calling for complete government sponsorship. 


One tool being used to gain government participation is the attendance of 
members of the foreign diplomatic corps. The presence of the diplomats from 

64 countries (almost double the number last year) was used as the reason for 
the attendance this year for the first time of Japan's foreign minster, joining 
four other cabinet ministers. The sponsoring chairman and celebrity-composer, 
Mayuzumi Toshiro, spoke of his embarrassment that Japan's prime minster was 

not present to greet the foreign dignitaries. 


While pledging to work for full government support of the festivities, 
Mayuzumi called for a strengthening of Japan's defences and support for 
Yasukuni Shrine. He also spoke glowingly of the ideological basis of the 
founding of the Empire by Emperor Jimmu, using the pre-war slogan of "Hakko 
Ichi-u", "All Corners of the World Under One Roof". 


It was under this slogan that Japan sought to build the Greater East Asia Co- 
Prosperity Sphere under the “one roof" of the Japanese Empire. According to 
Mayuzumi, it is this ideal of "brotherhood and harmony" which can "unify the 
world under one family-state" and thus provide the true basis for peace. 


Of course, the context for these remarks was within the same ceremony which 
began with the singing of the imperial hymn, "Kimi ga yo" followed by bowing 
deeply in worship to the imperial tomb of Emperor Jimmu in Nara through the 
medium of the Imperial Sun-flag. The observance of this Shinto posture of 
worship was initiated this year in place of the moment of silent prayer used 
in prior ceremonies, and is one more indication of the real intent of the 
sponsors. The ceremony ended with three cheers of "banzai" in the name of 
"His Imperial Majesty". 


It is doubtful that the foreign dignitaries present were aware they were 

being called to this form of peaceful co-existence under the roof of a re- 
vitalized and militarily powerful Japanese Empire. The rows of their diplomatic 
cars in front of the Worshippers Hall provided quite a contrast to the inner 
parking lot of Meiji Shrine filled with placard-ladetrucks of right-wing 

groups that had been openly welcomed into the shrine precincts. 


The mood of this year's National Foundation Day ceremonies is indicative of 
the political swing to the right which has created a sense of crisis in the 
church. The many opposition rallies held nationwide sought to call attention 
to this trend and create a clearer understanding of the issues involved. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Accountability to Women in Theological Education" EPS: 82.03.74 


(This is excerpted from a longer article in Ministerial Formation, published by the theological education 
program of the World Council of Churches. Its author is Barbara Wheeler, president of Auburn Theological 


Seminary, New York. It first appeared in Religious Education, journal of the Religious Education 
Association.) 


For the whole history of the church, men have trained other men to minister in communities heavily ~ 
populated with women. Now women are present themselves, to offer women's views about the prescriptions 
the church has liberally handed down for the regulation of women's lives. Seminaries, which purport 

to educate ministers to help congregations discern the meaning of religious truth in everyday life, 
finally have access to some first-hand reports about what life is like for women, what it is like to 
grow up female in this society, what women's vocational aspirations are and can be, their religious 
experiences, the demands and dilemmas of child-bearing and much more. 


There is wealth of raw data, all of it important, even critical, for the education of ministers, if 
only the seminaries - if only the persons in seminaries - will use it. From this perspective, women's 


studies are much more than political appeasement for women who want some direct attention, a charge 
often leveled against such courses. 


They rather are an invaluable source of information of which anyone who is contemplating a lifetime in 
ministry, and anyone who is preparing others for such a career, should take advantage. "You wouldn't 
send a veterinarian out to practice having studied only cats and not dogs", said one woman minister. 


"But to send a minister out to practice with no solid information about what the lives of women are 
really like is just as much of a scandal". 


Thus it seems only sensible that seminaries require at least one women's studies course for the M.Div. 
degree or if not a single course, attention throughout the curriculum to women's perspectives on such 
crucial, religion-bound issues as marriage, work, sexual ethics, poverty, lay ministry, and social 
roles. Not to know women's views and experience in such matters is to be very poorly equipped for 
ministry among women. 


We should note, however, that the women present in seminaries are not fully representative of women 

in the church. This is partly a matter of class, and it pertains to men as well: the persons who make 
it to graduate school, where most predominantly white denominations prepare their ministers, are 
generally those who have had certain social and economic class advantages. They do not fully represent 
those deprived of advantages and we should not pretend that women seminary students and teachers can 
tell us all we need to know about poor, uneducated women, or about affluent women in highly traditional 
roles. 


But it remains true that women students and teachers can tell their male colleagues much more than men 
have hitherto known about women in the context of ministry. Further, women students and teachers, 

by calling attention to the ways information about themselves has been excluded from theological 
education, can call further attention to other exclusions, not yet corrected. 


Another issue is in many ways the most complex. Simply stated, most seminary educators have yet to 
recognize the significant intellectual challenge made by women, especially by those who identify 
themselves as feminists. The feminist challenge goes far beyond studies about women which attempt to 
compensate for lack of attention towmen and their contributions by scholars in the past. The feminist 
perspective is a critical one which challenges a fundamental consensus, forged out of the Enlightenment, 
about how knowledge is obtained and shaped. 


The feminist perspective asserts that knowledge is conditioned, shaped and limited by the social location 
and cultural conditioning of those who create knowledge, and that it is far more difficult to transcend 
the limits placed by social and cultural conditioning than we Western rationalist have long thought. 

The meaning of the feminist intellectual challenge and the difficulties our institutions have in facing 
it presented itself most sharply to me when I evaluated the women's studies program in one seminary. 


The intent of the program had been "to bring women's perspectives into the heart of the curriculun". 

This had not happened. As I looked for reasons, I found, in addition to the usual difficulties that 
afflict new program experiments, evidence of a gulf in understanding between the school's mostly male 
faculty and the women who taught and studied in the special program. Ina report to the faculty I wrote: 


"It is easy to see that from the two very different perspectives women's studies have two very different 
values. On the faculty side, they are seen by many as a source of minor contributions at best - a way 
to fill in small holes, or pick up dropped stitches in the scholarly fabric. At worst, when pursued 
with too much ‘political’ fervor, they are of dubious academic propriety. But for feminists, women's 
Studies are a key to discovering the ways perceptions have been determined... 


"The women's program staff are mostly agreed that women's studies must go beyond women's contributions 
to talk about what women's contributions mean - sociologically, ontologically. Women's studies has a 
limited aim: the recovery of women's experience, suggests a woman administrator, but it has a larger 
view: how one's approach to knowledge and learning is shaped by one's self image." 


Feminists are not alone, of course, in maintaining that the particularities of experience create, 
condition, and sometimes distort perception. Today in theology there are several critical perspectives 
of which feminist theology is only one. But feminism is the critical perspective which is best represented 
in most theological seminaries. It is one that seminaries have the means to contend with, since the 
persons who propound it are now present in force in many institutions. 


It is by recognizing the vitally important intellectual and theological challenge the women have mounted 
that theological seminaries can best be accountable to the women now in their midst. If they do so, 
they will open themselves as well to exciting developments in theological thought. 
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ECUVIEW: "Church Action on TNCs" BES acbeel' <i 
(The following is an excerpt from a summation of the World Council of Churches' programme on transnationa 
corporations by its consultant on TNCs, Marcos Arruda. It is part of a February 1982 dossier, "Transnatic 


Corporations: A Challenge for Churches and Christians," issued by the WCC Commission on the Churhces' 
Participation in Development. The dossier is available on request 


Many churches have set up study departments or supported research groups with a view to examining and 
analysing the issue of TNCs, publicizing information, adopting policies and designing projects 
consistent with the principles of justice, people's participation and solidarity with the poor. Such 
studies and reflections led some churches who have capital investments in TNCs to study and revise their 
own portfolios. Some have used their shareholder position as a platform to question oppressive policies 
.of the corporation and to introduce resolutions proposing policy changes. Such action, even when un- 
successful in what concerns the proposal as such, have had a powerful education effect both on a number 
of other shareholders and on members of the church congregation. 


Some churches have used their moral authority and their economic leverage to develop discussions with 

TNC managers. The progress in these discussions has depended very much on the degree of commitment of 
the church with those directly affected by TNCs, whether in their own or in other countries, particularly 
in the Third World. Usually, the greater the commitment of the church with the poor and the oppressed, 
the more difficult the ground for common understanding. 


In these cases, the discussion serves to expose the deep conflict that exists between the logic of the 
corporation and the logic of the poor and the oppressed. The experience of the programm with these 
discussions has led it to stress the need to go beyond the phenomenological level and introduce the 
themes related to the conflict of logics as a crucial part of the discussion. 


Engaging in the discussion of such themes, however, implies the risk of a rupture. Certain managers 
have felt so pressed by the power and coherence of the arguments of the church partners in the discussion 
that they preferred to withdraw and even to break the contact. 


Under such pressure, a high executive of one of the largest oil TNCs had an anthological reaction: 
"You think you can put such pressure on us just like that? I must then remind you that you may be the 
prophets, but we are the kings:" In other words, the churches may have the moral and the spiritual 


power, but TNCs have the "real" power, the power of money, the power of capital. 


The risk of a breakdown in the discussion has also existed when the church partner is accompanied by 
representatives of labour and eventually takes a firm stand in solidarity with the workers. This has 
frequently happened in countries of the Third World, but is also beginning to happen in the Northern 
countries as well. 


In a few cases Christian managers have been moved by the evidence presented by the church and labour 
regarding unjust and oppressive company practices and have tried to use their influence to introduce 
policy changes in the corporation. Some of these managers have done this successfully, but there have 
been cases when they were forced out of their jobs or were led to resign. Such experiences have 
reinforced the feeling among churches involved in discussions with TNCs that their logic is a powerful 
and a coherent one, and they will rather lose a top manager than to act in contradiction with their logic. 


Discussions with managers, resolutions presented in shareholders' meetings and other similar action 
aimed at exposing injustice and pressing for TNC policy change have often proved fruitless, leading 
churches to stronger action such as the withdrawal of investment or deposits (in the case of banks) , 
adhesion to public campaigns and consumer boycotts and direct support to popular movemnts... It must be 
said that churches have been generally sluggish in undertakingdiscussions with workers and labour 
organizations... 


Churches in Northern countries have often benefitted from the work of research/action groups or have 
created their own study and action programmes. Monitoring the activities of TNCs, gathering and 
analysing data concerning their operations in different industries, their impact on the national economy 
and their regional and global strategies has allowed these groups and programmes to produce valuable 
information and educational material in support of clearer church policy and action. 


Deeper study and concrete action by churches and Christians of socialist countries... is needed. If the 
achievements of socialist economies are generally relevant from the viewpoint of a holistic human develop- 
ment, regarding the satisfaction of the basic needs of all and the attainment of sustained full employment 
there are, however, questions and challenges with respect to effective people's participation not only at 
the plant or farm level but also at the level of local and national planning. Other areas to be further 
explored and acted upon include the impact of growing East European financial capital and technology 
imports from capitalistic countries; the political economic consequence for socialist countries of having 
formed joint ventures with transnational firms and banks and of joining capitalistic financial organizatio1 
and what is the prophetic role... by churches and Christians with regard to what has failed and what is st: 
to be accomplished in those countries. 

In Third World countries, an effort is being made to overcome a concept that... to criticize the 
injustices and to fight for the transformation of structures and relations which are the root of 
inequality, oppression and exclusion in modern capitalism... [serves] the interests of "communism". 

This concept, inherited from the ideology of the Cold War and again very fashionable nowadays, has led 
many Christians to a position of fear, immobility and discommitment. Growing sectors of churches, 
particularly in Latin America and in parts of Asia, are convinced that this bipolar worldview is false 

and leads to sins by omission or by commission; instead, the churches and Christians, and the ecumenical 
movement, ought to meet the people's hopes for a new world shaped by the values of justice, equity, self- 


reliance and sharing, with commitment, outright solidarity and action. They see their task to be actually 
building the kingdom and not just preaching it. 
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A VISIT TO THE KIMBANGUISTS 


[See related item, this EPS] 


2740: The Kimbanguist spiritual leader blesses 
two church members. 

2741: The visitors' bus trip begins with prayer. 
2742: This major Kimbanguist temple was conse- 
crated 6 April 1981, 60 years after 
church founder Simon Kimbangu performed 

his first healing miracle here in his 
village, Nkamba. 

2743: Church members dramatize the life of 
Simon Kimbangu. 

2744: Church members bring offerings of produce 
and fowl. = 

2746: Members of the visitation team join 
Kimbanguists in a dance at a monthly 
fund-raising event. 

2747: The spiritual leader joins in taking up 
the collection. 

2748: The collection grows. 

2479: Church members also make gifts of their 
skills. Some tradespeople and artisans 
hold up their; tools. 

2750: A student leads in prayer to begin the 
day at a Kimbanguist school. 

2751: Kimbanguist school children look skyward. 

2752: The Kimbanguists say farewell to the 
visitation team. 

2753: Pupils hasten to their classrooms at a 
Kimbanguist school. . 

2754: Pineapple and banana plantations are 

called among the church's self-help projects. 

, 2/55: Church members dramatize the life of 
church founder Simon Kimbangu. 

2756: The church's medical ministry includes 
eight hospitals. 

2757: The building houses Kimbanguist 
administrative headquarters. 


Photos: WCC (John Taylor, WCC advisor -on arts 
and media, accompanied the team on its visit, 
and took and arranged these photographs). 


2743 2744 2742 


Unless otherwise specified, photos in Photo 
Oikoumene are available from the World Council 
of Churches (Photo Section), Box 66, 

CH-1211 Geneva 20. Prices available on request. 
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NICARAGUA EVANGELICALS 


Ecumenical Press 
URGE US POLICY CHANGE 


Service 82.03.76 


Managua, Nicaragua (EPS) -- The general assembly of this country's 
Evangelical development agency, CEPAD, has sent a pastoral letter [avail- 
able on request] to US churches expressing "sadness" at the "ar-like, 


intolerant, and arrogant attitudes of the government of the United States 
towards Nicaragua." 


Formed in the wake of the 1972 earthquake here, CEPAD is supported by 
about 50 denominations and agencies, among them Assemblies of God, 
Baptist, Mennonite, Moravian, Pentecostal, Nazarene, and Anglican groups. 


Dated 8 March, the letter notes "with consternation ... a whole series 
of actions which have been detrimental to the people of Nicaragua since 
the new administration took over the American government." Citing three 
instances of US withdrawal or veto of economic assistance, the letter 
adds, "Our country was left bankrupt because the Somoza family destroyed 
its economy. As a result we need this assistance to attain the goals of 
justice and liberty for the citizens of Nicaragua." 


In 1979, after years of struggle, the Somoza family, which governed Nicaragua 
Since 1932, was overthrown by the Sandinista National Liberation Front. The 
US government has linked it with Cuba in support of left-wing guerrillas in 
Central America. In mid-March, the Nicaragua government declared a 30-day 
State of emergency following border attacks it linked to US-supported opponents. 


The CEPAD letter also regrets "the moral and, possibly, the direct backing 
which the American government has given and continues to provide, to groups 
who have the clearly expressed purpose of destroying our government and 
preventing it from carrying out its programs, which benefit the great 
majority." 


It also defends the Nicaraguan government's relocation of thousands of Miskito 
Indians who live near the country's border with Honduras. Earlier, that 
action was criticized by the US government and Nicaragua's Roman Catholic 
bishops [EPS 82.03.04]. The bishops’ statement has since drawn strong 
criticism from some other parts of the Roman Catholic Church. 


US Christians are urged in the CEPAD letter to "persuade your government to 
cease from its aggressive policy towards Nicaragua and to direct its actions 
toward achieving justice." They are also asked to "intercede before our 
Heavenly Father for the people of Nicaragua, for its government" and "for us 
Christians who have had full opportunity to shape the destiny of our country." 
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CENTRAL AMERICA RIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
SITUATION CRITICIZED Service:82.03.77 


Geneva (EPS) - With violence widespread in Central America, church groups have 
told the UN Human Rights Commission here about increased killings and 
atrocities against civilians. 


Speaking for Pax Christi International, a Roman Catholic group, was Roberto 
Cuellar, who directs Socorro Juridico, legal-aid arm of the Roman Catholic 
archdiocese of San Salvador. He countered US president Ronald Reagan's view 
that the human-rights situation is improving in that embattled Central American 
country. 


He said 12,500 civilians were murdered last year and blamed the "great 
majority" of the killings on the armed forces and extreme right-wing groups 
that "work closely together". He described how he and others who collected 
information on people arrested or abducted were put on an army death list, 
even while their organizations were officially allowed to operate. 


Cuellar described a situation of unimaginable barbarism: 30- 40 corpses found 
every morning, many with signs of torture and mutilation. There are cases of 
men's heads being cut off and placed in the split-open bellies of their 
fiancées. Children as well as adults are found decapitated. 


For the first time in several years, the Vatican's observer spoke before the 
commission, highlighting the situations in El Salvador, Poland and Guatemala. 


Many consider Guatemala to be headed down an even more violent path than 

El Salvador. A representative of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, part of the World Council of Churches, told the 
meeting that government-sponsored violence in Guatemala affects many sectors: 
peasants, health workers, teachers and also the church. The CCIA testimony 
spoke of human-rights violations of a "particular cruelty, aimed at creating 
waves of terror among the population". Another church group spoke of the 
massacre of Guatemalan Indians. A Canadian church team estimated up to 
200,000 Guatemalan refugees are in southern Mexico alone. 


Representatives of several church groups stressed that the cause of fighting 
in the two Central American nations is not "subversion", but political systems 
that have allowed a very few to exploit and oppress the poor. Several said 
free elections, set for 28 March, are impossible in the current climate of 
terror in El Salvador. A new UN report reaches the same conclusion and urges 
the government to negotiate with the opposition. 


In a 29-12 vote (2 abstentions), the commission appointed a special rapporteur 
to prepare a report on human-rights violations in Guatemala. Guatemala's 
military government has refused repeated requests to cooperate with UN and 
other investigations of the human-rights situation there. 


In a 25-5-13 vote, it asked the El Salvador government to begin immediate 
negotiations to end the bloody civil war. By a 19-13-10 vote, it urged 
Poland to lift martial law and end human-rights violations as soon as possible. 


Burton Botlag 


Bollag ts a Geneva-based journaltst. 
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UNPRECEDENTED CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
VISIT EFFORT LAUNCHED Service:82.03.78 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches, based here, has launched an 
unprecedented year-long programme of upwards of 70 international team visits 
among its more than 300 member churches in 100-plus countries. Visits to 
several Latin American countries began this month. The process is scheduled 
to close with a round of visits to North America in April 1983. 


The visitation effort - involving hundreds of visitors from many backgrounds - 
is part of the preparation for the 1983 WCC assembly, which is expected to 
attract nearly 1,000 delegates (and about 4,000 people all together) to 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


Reinhild Traitler, WCC staff person with overall responsibility for 
organizing the programme, says one purpose is to better link the ecumenical 
movement to "people in congregations, action groups and all sorts of other 
movements and help them be both a living challenge and a renewing force in 
their churches". 


Also,contacts between such diverse groups of Christians are meant to raise 
new issues for assembly consideration, and offer new perspectives on assembly 
issues already defined. And there are many other purposes: joint reflection 
on the assembly theme ("Jesus Christ-the Life of the World"), interpretion 

of WCC programmes and actions, greater awareness about the assembly in people 
who won't be able to go to Vancouver. 


[NOTE To journalists: Tentative schedule of team visits is available on 
request, coverage and interviews may be possible according to the arrangements 
by the hosts. From time to time EPS Shoptalk will include advance notice of 
upcoming visits]. ; 


; EPS 
1e35 > 
PROTEST FASTS BEGUN Sarre ets 
IN TWO CATHEDRALS erv 202eUG. 
Geneva (EPS) - Separate groups have begun protest fasts in cathedrals in 


Africa and Latin America. 


In Cape Town, 70 Nyanga bush people began [9 March] to pray and fast in the 
Anglican cathedral for "an end to our constant hounding and ill treatment as 
animals. We have tried to bring these desires to the notice of the authorities, 
but met with no success," their statement continues. "We came in peace and met 
with violence and imprisonment. 


"We tried to negotiate and met with deportation to areas of starvation," they 
say. "We asked church leaders to negotiate but they too were not listened to. 
We tried everything possible. We are desparate and for this reason have decided 
to pray and fast until we are heard." 


In Cochabamba, Bolivia, about 300 heads of families began a fast [4 March] in 
that city's Roman Catholic cathedral in an effort to obtain financial assistance 
for their children's study at overseas universities. The country's finance 
minister says . Bolivia lacks sufficient funds to import adequate amounts 

of food or medicine, which means there is "even less to send overseas." He 
suggested students overseas work to raise money or come home to study. 
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CHURCH COUNCILS PLAN Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS NORWAY DEBATE Service 382.03.80 


Oslo (EPS) -- A proposal by the [Lutheran] Church of Norway bishops 

for local ecumenical councils including Roman Catholic participation has 
drawn support and opposition within the church even before the bishops 
have finalized details of the plan. 


The Norwegian YMCA/YWCA (NKUF)is the first of the church's several vol- 
untary organizations to issue an endorsement. "We think ecumenical co- 
operation must aim at including the largest church in the world," said 
NKUF chairperson Odd Bjgrnsen. 


But chairperson Kjell Bjgrsvik of the Western Norwegian Inner Mission 
Federation said the NKUF statement is causing problems. "If the NKUF 
locally intends to work along this line," he said, "we will be forced 
to oppose it actively." And general secretary Anfin Skaaheim of the 
Norwegian Federation of Evangelical Students said he doubts the NKUF 
would support the councils as "committed cooperative efforts with ex- 
tensive authority over local Christian initiatives." He added he 
chooses to "believe thatthe NKUF has not given much thought to what the 
local ecumenical councils will be like." 


In Oslo, a former Lutheran, now a Roman Catholic Dominican priest, who 
late last year began working in the new post of information secretary 
for the country's Roman Catholics, says there is considerable interest 
in his denomination. 


"Primarily," says Kjell Asild Pollestad, "people think of the Catholic 
Church as something strange. They are surprised when they hear that our 
liturgy is in Norwegian and that the Catholic Church in Norway has sev- 
eral Norwegian priests." He adds that "people are surprised when they 
hear that Christ is the centre also for Catholics, although these are 
extreme examples of ignorance." 


In Tunnhovd, plans were announced to reintroduce by mid-decade into 

the Church of Norway a religious community of sisters. Eva Dahl, one 

of four Norwegian members of an ecumenical religious community of women 
in Versailles, Les Diaconesses de Reuilly,visited here to discuss the 
proposal, which has the backing of former Hamar bishop Alex Johnson. 

"A convent is not in itself something Catholic," Dahl, a physician, said. 
"It is a radical way of life which, when it emerged in Egypt in the 
fourth century, was a reaction against the secularization of a church 
which had then become a state religion." Norwegian monasticism ended 
during the 16th century reformation of the Western Church. . 


In Sandefjord, at its annual meeting, Norway's Council of Free Churches urged 
abstinence from alcohol as a way to deal with social problems caused by its 
overuse. The council also called for support for Israel and Norwegian government 
action to protest human7rights violations in Poland, Turkey, El Salvador, and 
Guatemala. It welcomed a proposed government study of the free-church situation 
in Norway, and heard an attack on H¢yre, the governing political party, for not 
maintaining a firm stand against abortion. 


Council membership includes Reformed, Baptist, Methodist, and Pentecostal 
denominations. About 92 percent of the four-million-plus Norwegians are 
counted as Church of Norway members. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS ;82-03.81-86 


82.03.81: Poland-BCC/EKD 
A consultation between representatives of the British Council of Churches and 


the Evangelical Church in Germany has urged a lifting of martial law and the 
restitution of civil rights in Poland. The group's communique also calls for 
a continuation of humanitarian aid to the country. 


82.03.82:, Romanta-Catholie ; 
The Austrian Roman Catholic news agency (Kathpress) says five Eastern Orthodox 


priests in Romania appealed to the Eastern Orthodox patriarch of the country 

to recognise Eastern Catholics as a sister church. The group, Orthodox in 

form but in communion with the Roman Catholic Church, was disbanded and merged 
with the country's dominant Eastern OrthodoxChurch in 1948. Kathpress says three 
of the five were arrested and accused of anarchy, and that two were tortured. 
The country's Eastern Orthodox bishops objected strongly earlier this year to 

a papal proposal that the Romanian Eastern Catholicism be legalised [82.02.86]. 


82.08.83: Papal-demonstratton 

Persons opposed to the pope's May visit to Britain disrupted a Liverpool church 
service at which [Anglican] Church of England Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie was preaching. He had just begun when about 100 people, some carrying 
signs, began booing, jeering, and hissing, and singing anti-Roman Catholic songs. 
His calls for silence were answered by cries of "traitor" and "Judas". After 
bowing, Runcie left the church. Later, the Roman Catholic and Anglican bishops 
of Liverpool said in a joint statement that "there must be no going back [on 
the road to Christian unity] and no retaliation" for the incident. "None who 
witnessed the ugly scenes in the Liverpool parish church will wish to see any 
return to the disputes of former days," they added. 


82.08.84: ARCIC-Runcte 

Commenting on the extensive reports of the still officially unreleased report 
of the official international Roman Catholic-Anglican dialogue team (ARCIC) 
[EPS 82.03.50], [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie stressed 
[11 March] the ARCIC view of the one church as a communion of local churches. 
This he called "immensely important... Such a view rules out the monolithic 
institutional ecclesiolgy of the past and gives us all room to breathe," he 
observed in a lecture in Croydon, Surrey, England. "Instead of the single 
barque of Peter sailing the ocean of history," he said, "we are now given the 
picture of a whole flotilla of vessels. Admittedly, the flagship flies the 
papal arms, but we must not underestimate the real change proposed." 


82.08.85: South Afrtca-Netherlands 

The moderamen (executive committees) of the Netherland Reformed Church and the 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, and the Dutch Roman Catholic bishops' 
conference have sent letters to the South African government minister for 
police asking immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners 
in the country, as well as permission for International Red Cross representatives 
to visit detainees. 

82.03.86: Pentecostal-USSR : 

The sister of a Pentecostal woman, Lydia Vaschenko, who with six other 
Pentecostals has been seeking permission to leave the USSR since 1978, 

Says Vaschenko has been told her application for an exit visa will be ruled 
on by the end of March. Vaschenko and the others have been living at the 

US embassy, but she left in January after a month-long fast and returned 

home to Chernogorsk in Siberia. The SAS office in Moscow has a ticket 
available for her to fly anywhere in Europe. [EPS 82.02.85]. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.03.8/7-92 


Gaeovor a til. DLSnopSs 


Italy's Roman Catholic bishops have complained about inadequate public and 
church resources to help the estimated 500,000 mostly illegal foreign workers 
in Italy. Indonesia's Roman Catholic bishops have forbidden priests and 
members of religious communities to be parliamentary candidates this May. 
Japan's Roman Catholic bishops have appealed for the "complete banning of 
nuclear weapons and...the early realization of worldwide disarmament." 


82.03.88: South Africa-unity 

The [South Africa] Church Unity Commission says positive response by the 
Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Anglican denominations in that 
country to the third draft of a proposed covenant for recognition of members 
and ministers has brought hope and encouragement after six years of 
frustration. Later this year, various denominational governing bodies will 
begin to take decisions about whether or not to proceed with the covenant. 


82.03.89: India-separatism 

The Joint Council of the Church of North India, Church of South India, and 
Mar Thoma Church says it wholeheartedly supports the efforts of the Indian 
government to put down separatist movements, among them the proposal to 
establish a distinct state for Sikhs. At a meeting in Bangalore, it also 
urged that the government guarantee police protection for all irrespective 
of political or other affiliations. The council was begun in 1978 as a 
step towards possible union of the three denominations. 


82.03.90: Hungary-base 

Discussions are underway between representatives of Hungary's Roman Catholic 
bishops and of various extra-parochial "base communities". The communities 
say the hierarchy cooperates too much with Hungary's communist government; 
the hierarchy says the communities have sectarian tendencies. Tensions 

were increased last year when two priests serving the communities were 
suspended for several months by the cardinal-archbishop of Budapest, Laszlo 
Lekai. The two spoke in favour of conscientious objection to military 
service, which Hungarian law does not allow. 


82) 08007 2 iran-Christ tan 

In a recent message to the country's Christian minority, Iran's prime 
minister assured them that they "enjoy a total respect" and thus have "their 
part in the Islamic republic". 


82.03.92: Greece-marrtage ; 

The Greek government seems to have satisfied the dominant [Eastern Orthodox] 
Church of Greece with its revised proposals to revise the Greek marriage law, 
but a leader of the country's Roman Catholic minority is unhappy. Currently, 
Greece has no civil marriage. Under the revised proposals, Church of Greece 
members would be exempt from a required civil marriage, the only legally 
binding ceremony for all others. Athens Roman Catholic Archbishop Nicola 
Foscolos said if civil marriage were compulsory for all, as in an earlier 
plan, "we would have nothing to say". The Eastern Orthodox bishops earlier 
said Church of Greece members married in a civil ceremony would be liable 

to excommunication. [EPS 82.02.71]. 


ECUTEXT: "1982 Pentecost Message by the WCC Presidents" EPS: 82.03.93 


Pentecost ts 30 May tn most churches, 6 June in most Eastern Orthodox churches. 
The stx WCC presidents are Ilia II, catholtcos and patrtarch of all Georgia, 
Eastern Orthodox, USSR; A.R. Jtagge, appeals court judge, Reformed, Ghana; José 
Mtguez-Bonino, theologian, Unton Theological Semtnary, Buenos Atres, Methodist; 
[.B. Stmatupang, prestdent, Indonestan Council of Churches, Reformed; Olof Sundby, 
archbishop of Uppsala, Lutheran, Sweden; and: Cynthta Wedel, psychologtst and 
educator, Anglican, US. Honorary prestdent is W.A. Visser 't Hooft, who rettred 
at the end of 1966 as the first WCC general secretary. 


"When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterancé'(Acts 2).. 


We greet you, our sisters and brothers in the fellowship of the World Council of 
Churches, as together we observe the feast of Pentecost. Each time we celebrate this 
feast we are reminded of the fact that our churches owe their very existence to the 
Holy Spirit. However rich or poor, strong or weak they may be, all churches have 
the source of their life in the Spirit of God who is at work among us. 


It is interesting to note that "they were all together in one place" when the gift 
of the Spirit came. Does this not mean that in order to receive the gifts of the 
Spirit in their fullness the churches must come together? This is what we have been 
allowed to experience in the ecumenical movement. As the presidents of the World 
Council of Churches we want to bear witness to this reality. In the ecumenical 
movement each tradition brings its treasures to our common worship and work - the 
ancient glory of Orthodox liturgy, the joy of Spirit-filled hymns, the biblical 
depth of devout Protestants, the beauty and order of Anglican worship. More and more 
also our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters contribute to this common life. In 
sharing their gifts with one another, the churches have been renewed through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


Another facet of the Pentecost story is the account of the disciples going forth 
from the upper room and beginning to preach in the streets and "at-the sound the 
multitude came together, and they were bewildered because each one heard them speak- 
ing in his own language". When God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell among His people, 

He placed in our hands the task of spreading the Good News of the life, death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ to all the world. It is clear that the disciples 
did not select certain kinds of people, or place any restrictions on who might hear 
the Good News. They did not require those who heard the message to be of a particular 
race or sex or age or nationality. They preached to all, and received all in the same 
way. Men and women of all cultures and of all human conditions heard their words as 
Good News for themselves. 


This breaking down of the barriers that so often separate people was regarded as an 
essential aspect of the Gospel, not merely as a result of it. Evangelism involves a 
call to be incorporated in a new humanity in Christ that includes all kinds of people. 
Conversion is never merely a religious experience, it is the way in which we become 
members of that new community where people find their identity in Christ rather than 
in race, social status or sex. Authentic Christian unity is the fruit of such conver- 
sion, the turning of hearts and lives towards God and towards those from whom we are 
separated. 


This overcoming of the divisions which deny our common humanity, this conversion of 
our total lives, is the work of the Holy Spirit among us. Therefore Pentecost is the 
ecumenical feast of the church. May we this Pentecost be so filled with the Spirit of 
power and grace that in every place we may joyously witness to Jesus Christ - the 


List £ the World. 
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ECUVIEW: "Jesus Christ, The Life of the World - An Orthodox Perspective" EPS: 82.03.94 


In Damascus, 4-9 February, a score of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox theologians considered the theme of the 
1983 World Counetl of Churches assembly tn Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. What follows is excerpted 
from thetr report, meant to "stimulate reflection...and as an atd in the preparation of Orthodox delegates." 
It and other assembly-related Orthodox matertal are projected for book publication later this year. 


The world is sick. The Lord came for its healing. The Church is planted in the world for the healing of 
the nations. The Church should not be seen simply as a Noah's Ark to salvage a few specimens of the 
human race (species) about to perish. The Holy Spirit came upon that small Jerusalem Community on the 
day of Pentecost, in order that through them and through others who were to believe in Christ through 

_ their word (John 17:20), the world may be healed and redeemed... 


The therapy that the Church experiences in the eucharist and in the other mysteries of the Church, 
should ensue in a therapy for the sick world. This does not mean a system of social ethics which the 
Church prescribes for its members; it implies, rather, a healing ministry directed not only towards 
individuals in the world, but also towards its socio-economic and political life. 


The compassion of the Church for the whole creation works itself out in the struggle against the world- 
rulers of darkness, against injustice and oppression, against the denial of freedom and dignity for all, 
against torture and confinement without trial, against the suppression of minorities, against the 
violation of human rights. It results also in positive services to humanity, for education and health 
for sane and healthy human communities, for just and equitable economic development, for a stable and 
strong family, and for making a human life possible for all. : 


> 


The actual form and content of this philanthropia and diakonia will vary from country to country, from 
age to age. But in all times and all places the Church has to be perceptive and sensitive as well as 
creative in suiting the diakonia to the needs of the people. 


The Orthodox Church confesses its faith in the oneness of the Church. To us there can be no churches 
(in plural) except as manifestations of the one true Church. But for us the unity of the Church does 
not mean creating a world-wide organization, often called structural unity. The one Church cannot be 
created by putting all the local churches and individual denominations into one world-wide structure. 


The unity of the church is the unity in Christ, by the Spirit, with the Triune God. The Church is 
Christ's body, and there is only one Body, as there is one Christ and one Spirit. The Church then is 
that great mystery in which Christ unites to himself all those whom God has chosen, by the Holy Spirit. 
This includes all those from Adam and Eve till our day, and we the Christians living today form but a 
segment of that whole reality which spans the ages and unites heaven and earth. 


For us the unity of the Church means being united with this great, mysterious transcendent reality. It 
is this Church that manifests itself in its catholic fullness in each local church; the local church is 
not to be conceived of as part of some other reality called the universal Church, which is sometimes 
understood as composed of local churches. 


The unity of the Church thus is not simply something we confess in the creed, but also experience in 
the local church, as the eucharistic community presided over by the bishop with his presbyters and deacons... 


The fact that this God-given unity of the Church is something assured by God himself does not, however, 
mean that the Orthodox need not be concerned about the unity of all churches, for which the World Council 
of Churches is a privileged instrument. The division of Christians is a scandal and an impediment to the 
united witness of the Church. A world hungering for life can be ministered to much more effectively if 
all churches were united; but that union of churches has to be based on their unity with the one Church, 
the Body of Christ... 


It is also a warning to the Orthodox participants not to be pressured into any minimalist conceptions of 
Christian unity and therefore of "inter-communion"... The Orthodox do believe that they bring something 
essential to the richness of the ecumenical fellowship. We live by a faith and tradition which has been 
handed down to us from Christ and the apostles. We wish to keep this tradition open to criticism from 
our non-Orthodox brethren and sisters; we are willing to learn where we are ignorant; we want to change 


those things which are wrong or contrary to the authentic tradition. 


But we should not be asked or pressured to be unfaithful to that tradition on the basis of some argument 
which appears rational and SCripture-based. Our memories are long, and we have the experience of being 
led astray by arguments which looked rational and based on Scripture. We have a common need to widen 
the basis of our ecumenical fellowship. We need to understand afresh the fundamentals of the unbroken 
Tradition of the Church to which the Orthodox seek to bear witness. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "In Quest of a Kiwi Theology" EPS + 62.03.99 


A recent consultation brought together about 70 New Zealand Christians, Maort (descendents of the 
country's first inhabitants) and Pakeha (descendents of Europeans). What follows is an edited 


excerpt from Outlook, magazine of the Presbytertan Church of New Zealand. It was written by Helen 
Laugesen, a consultatton parttetpant. 


As days passed the sense of community grew stronger. The warmth, good food and hospitality pro- 
vided by members of the Maori Synod nurtured us. Women and men, even the moderator-elect, shared 
in caring for us, preparing food, serving it and clearing up afterwards. 


Cutting through the quiet and the aroha [happy atmosphere] were statistics, experiences shared, 
history, and accusations of injustice, oppression, exploitation, power games. All words we 
ordinary Presbyterians found uncomfortable. Was it really that bad? Pakehas had been fair, ob- 
served the law. Whose law? Well the church had cared. 


All of us were shocked to face new facts. There were statistics to jolt us. Maoris make up only 
eight percent of the population, but 45 percent of the male prison population and 67 percent of 
the female prison population. A Maori child is four times more likely to come before the courts 
than a Pakeha child is. And the situation is getting worse. Over 45 percent of Maoris are under 


15. Bight of 10 now live in cities, and two-thirds are under 25. Most of those living in rural 
areas are elderly. 


We learnt our history. This time we had new teachers, and the history sounded different. Claudia 
Orange, who is completing a doctoral thesis on the Treaty of Waitangi, shared some of her find- 
ings. The setting in the 1840's was one of considerable lawlessness - Europeans murdering, grab- 
bing land and trading unfairly. Maoris were losing their land and many chiefs were anxious. 


The British government wanted control of the land. Governor Hobson assured the Maoris this would 
ensure fair dealing. In the treaty the chiefs ceded "to Her Majesty the Queen of England absolut- 
ely and without reservation all rights and powers of envereignty". One of the difficulties was 
in translating "sovereignty", a word for which there is no exact equivalent in Maori. 


In return the treaty promised the Maori people prote:tion of their rights as indigenous people 
to the land, forests and fishing groun’s, promises which have not been kept. 


A missionary, Henry Williams, translated the treaty just before it as signed. Missionaries took 

it round the country, explaining it to the people, probably comparing it with biblical ideas of 

one people. Some chiefs were hesitant, but they trusted the missionaries. The church was closely 
involved in encouraging them to support the treaty. 


History tells of disregard of Maori beliefs, values and attitudes iovwzrd land, of changes to 
land laws which created a legal maze making it easy for land speculators and lawyers to exploit 


them. A Pakeha parliament made the decisions. Maori views were not represented. Much land was 
confiscated or taken by compulsory purchase. 


As Pakehas we felt regret, even guilt: 


As I grew up ~ knew the treaty was important, but understood little of it. History has been one 

of broken promises, a brokenness I thought belonged to Australia with her Aborigines but not to New 
Zealand... The treaty expresses concern to preserve Maori rights and property. We need wide re- 
cognition of its value... We can't wipe out history; it stands. We should look at how we've 

failed in fulfilling the Christian message... The situation is outrageous. I can't understand 
why it Goesn't outrage anyone else... The God of the poor is the living God, the God of the rich 
is not God at all. 


Maori voices were soft, but the messages strong: 


--8 in the ~arable of Lazarus and Dives, the Maori continues to knock at the Pakeha door and 
continues to get crumbs... The Pakeha wants reconciliation, but doesn't want to give up any- 
thing... The Maori in the city is looking for the kingdom on earth, not just the kingdom in 
heaven... We're carrying heavy burdens because we're trying to assimilate ourselves into a 
Pakeha standard. 


The Asians prodded and challenged us: 


I'm hoping the Pakeha will acknowledge the imperialism in the Treaty of Writangi and say it 
won't happen again... Repentance is not just a matter of accepting the fault - it is to accept 
convers ion and meet the real God. It is an invitation to find and meet the uieighbour... You 
have to «hoose one God in the New Zealand context, therefore repentance means recognizing the 
God of the oppressor as an idol through which he keeps the power. We need to recognize God lives 
with the oppressed. 


There were no easy answers, n.o neatly-tied up theology to take away and show others. What sort 
of response could we make? We felt confused, uncertain. For most it was simply a decision to 
open ourselves to learn more, to start the journey across the racial barriers. 


We are two races, distinct and separate. Both are important in God's sight. We have made mistakes 
in the past and we need to work to repair the damage. Later, perhaps we shall be able to answerthe 
question, "What is a distinctly New Zealand theology? Are our religious symbols and myths ones 
which make sense of the present and help us move into the future?" 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Church in China" roopg isdn aed 


This ts an edtted excerpt of a report prepared by Willmar Thorkelson, religton edttor of the Minneapolis 
(Minnesota, USA) Star. Thorkelson visited China earlter thts year. 


Like other Marxist regimes, the government of China expects religious faith to wither when science and 
technology are highly developed and people's material and cultural lives are improved. 


But because it needs the help of believers in modernizing and unifying the country and in winning 
friends for it abroad, China has adopted a policy of limited religious freedom. Aided by that policy, 
some religious groups have emerged from the repressive years of the Cultural Revolution with new vigor 
and a growing number of adherents. 


There are now more Christians in China today, for example, than when the Red Guards set out to destroy 
religion in 1966. With the help of China's current pragmatic government, Chinese Protestants have re- 
opened 200 of their churches that were closed during the years of turmoil, while Chinese Catholics have 
reopened about 80 of theirs. The congregations using these buildings - most of which are in large 
cities - have been literally "born again" and are so large that multiple services often are required 

to accommodate them. 


Still, until more churches can be reopened, most Christians will have to continue to worship at services 
in their homes, the so-called "house churches", a practice they began in secret when their churches 
were shut down... 


According to an American correspondent stationed in Peking, China's churches try to keep a low profile. 


"Tt does not serve the security of their worship to attract too much notice", he said. ''My feeling is 
that true freedom of religion does exist, but that the forces supporting it are not all that superior 
to the forces which would remove it. Mao is not that long gone." 


Christian churches, Buddhist temples, Moslem mosques and other worship centres are not alone in being 
allowed to reopen. The Chinese government also has permitted the country's only functioning theological 
seminary to resume operations. 


Organized in 1952 as Nanking Union Theological Seminary, it operated for 15 years and turned out more 
than 200 graduates before being shut down during the Cultural Revolution, when some of its teachers 
were sent to work in farms and factories. The seminary reopened last March and now has 51 students, 
22 of whom are women, and a staff of 35. It projects its growth to 150 students in about four years. 


The seminary also serves as the centre of religious studies for Nanking University, offering graduate 
courses intended to equip students to become teachers, writers and religious studies scholars... 


The seminary complex, once site of a women's Bible school operated by missionaries, was seized by the 
Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution and its library severely damaged. Some of the seminary's 
buildings later were used as a factory and by a provincial government agency. 


Reopening of some churches in Chinas has been delayed in order to find new locations for those people 
and groups who took over the properties when the congregations were driven out. For example, the 
Community Church in Shanghai had to wait to resume use of its building until the Peking Opera Company 
could find a new location and repairs to the church could be made. Red Guards wrecked the church's 
pipe organ and baptismal font. 


The Three-Self Movement, organized in 1952, is intended to make China's churches independent of foreign 
aid and control by stressing self-government, self-support and self-propagation of the Gospel. 


The churches are supported by contributions from their members and by income from property or businesses 
they acquired before the revolution. In some cases, the government has helped congregations collect 
back rentals from the organizations that used their facilities when the churches were closed. It also 
provides tax exemption for churches, but contrary to reports, does not pay clergy salaries. 


China's Protestant churches now have an estimated 1 million members, compared with 700,000 before the 
Communists came to power... 


[Church leaders] said that as a result of the Three-Self Movement, Protestant churches have begun holding 
united services, though the churches themselves are not yet fully united. To serve people of varying 
traditions, the Shanghai church and others offer baptism either by sprinkling or immersion... The 
Nanking Seminary is preparing a new liturgy for the churches that will provide “unity in diversity" and 
will be less Western in orientation. "We believe only by becoming united that we can bear better witness 
to the Gospel", Shen Yi-fan,a pastor, told a group of US visitors. "We believe in one Jesus Christ and 
in one Bible. Why shouldn't we come together?" 


China's Protestant churches have been described as "post-denominational, deinstitutionalized and decleri- 
cized."" Zemin Chen, seminary vice-principal, noted that as a result of their experiences, China's 
Protestant churches have become "more evangelical and less liturgical". 


While China's churches are eager to cultivate contacts with Western Christians, they are in no nurry to 
re-establish formal ecumenical ties, such as membership in the World Council of Churches, Chen said. 

A Chinese Anglican, T.C. Chao, was once a WCC president, but resigned to protest a WCC resolution 
concerning the Korean War that he believed was not fair to China. 


"We have to concentrate our efforts in building up the Chinese church", Chen said. "To do this, 
we cannot have too many outside obligations". 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: " Salvadoran Refugees in the Firing Line" EPS: 82.03.97 


This ts an excerpt from a report by Genevtéve Camus on her recent trtp to 
Honduras under the auspices of the French Protestant Federatton, French Com- 
mtsston on Justice and Peace, and World Council of Churches. Her report appeared 
tn the 2l January issue of the newsletter of the WCC refugee service. 


After spending some days in lond camp, one's dominant feeling, in spite of the 
poverty and the insanitary conditions there, is not one of pity but rather of 
respect and admiration for the collective determination of these people to 
maintain their human dignity.... 


Since the settlement of refugees in the frontier zone, the tactics employed 

by the Salvadoran army have been those of continued harassment. The excesses, 
committed by the Salvadoran police oF by paramilitary groups inside Honduran 
territory in the year 1981 are documented in a number of reports. 


With the more or less active complicity of Honduran soldiers, who are never- 
theless present in strength in this highly militarized zone, the Salvadoran 
army very frequently intervenes on the other side of the border... 


The message is plain: woe betide those who identify themselves with the Salva- 
doran refugees. The aim is to terrorise the whole population so that fear may 
drive the refugees out of this frontier zone. 


Those two tragedies involving Honduras as victims provoked the local Catholic 
episcopate to react. Two bishops, Evilio Dominguez, assistant bishop of Tegu- 
cigalpa, and Oscar Rodrigues, bishop of Santa Rosa de Copon came to... see for 
themselves and... made a public statement... in which they denounced the murders 
committed by Salvadorans on Honduran national territory. 


They regard it as "unjust and slanderous to accuse CARITAS of siding with re- 
volutionaries and guerillas... for to brand efforts made for the common good 
as communist is naive". 


They demand that the authorities should enforce respect for Honduran sovereign- 
ty and put a stop to territorial incursions. 


Given headlines in the national press, these declarations nevertheless seem not 
to have disturbed the authorities unduly. It was annourfed next day that the 
chancellory did not intend to make any reply to the bishops. 


As for the episcopal visit... there was considerable disappointment among the 
refugees in the camp, 200 metres from the village, for the bishops, "because 
of lack of time", did not even go and greet them, although everyone was expec- 
ting them::: 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Situation in El Salvador' EPS :82.03.98 


This ts excerpted from a report by a nine-person delegation from the lus INational 
Counetl of Churches. The group spent helf a week in San Salvador last October. 
Another portion of tts report appeared in 1981 EPS no. 35, page 2. 


El Salvador is a nation in which death is a pervasive and immediate reality. 
Assassinations, bombings, executions, disappearances, hunger, the destruction 
of communities, the dismemberment of economic and social life at their very 
roots - all these and more are part of daily life. The people live in agony. 
Unspeakable suffering is everywhere. 


The situation in El Salvador is deteriorating. Since 15 October 1979, when a 
military junta overthrew the presidency of General Humberto Romero, the increased 
dominance of the military and increased guerilla activity have been accompanied 
by widespread terror throughout the country. We heard repeatedly of governmental 
decrees issues during the last two years which, as one observer stated, progres- 
sively reduced the "political space" in the nation to a point where rational 
political processes are impossible and legal redress for criminal and civil 
wrongs ig virtually unavailable. 


The violation of human rights is commonplace and constant. The legal system 
1s practically inoperative. Investigation of murder, torture,and major viola- 
tions of persons and property is not forthcoming. The grossest excesses go 
uninvestigated and unpunished. The fate of most persons is left to the whim 
of the military, paramilitary and security forces. We heard widespread agree- 
ment that by far most of the violence directed against persons, as contrasted 
with sabotage and property damage, is perpetrated by government forces, or by 
forces in whose activities the government acquiesces. 


The role of the United States in El Salvador is discussed everywhere. We heard 
repeated calls for the US to withdraw its military and economic aid, which 
many believe prolongs repression and suffering. One observer said, "By pro- 
longing the conflict the US is causing the development of the very kind of 
government in El Salvador that it fears the most". We heard calls for the 
cessation of all outside support of the warring parties, whether from the 

US or from socialist nations. Nevertheless, the massiveness of US _ support 
is singled out over and over again for particular objection, though the U 
Ambassador urges even greater US assistance. The people of El Salvador want 
to be free to solve their own problems without outside pressures. 


We heard great concern for people displaced within El Salvador by military 
operations of all parties,andfor refugees outside the country. Once outside the 
country it is felt refugees have at least a chance of aid from international 
governmental and private agencies; however, within El Salvador the plight of 
displaced peoples, of whatever political complexion, is inadequately perceived 
and addressed by public or private agencies. Resources are needed inside El 
Salvador to assist these suffering persons and communities, and such resources 
will have to come form outside El Salvador.... 
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SHOPTALK: 
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2) 


3) 


Please correct a transpostttion in 82.03.77, next-to-last 


paragraph. The vote was 29-2 (12 abstenttons). 


Items on tnternattonal consultattons on the contemporary 
responstbilittes of European Christians, and Christians 
and Muslims living and working together, are among those 


scheduled for coverage in EPS 49/11. 


From EPS 49/12, we plan to tnelude a summary of each 


tssue's longer news items. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Editor 


GDR CHURCH EXECS: 3 CHOICES | Ecumenical Press 
POSSIBLE ON MILITARY SERVICE Service: 82.04.01 


Berlin (EPS) - The executive committees of the eight regional Lutheran and 
United churches in the GDR (East Germany) say young people may choose 
"before God" about military service among three possible options — combat or 
noncombat sections of the GDR armed forces or refusing military service 
altogether. 


In 1981, following petitions from young people, six of the eight church 
synods expressed support for a social-peace-service alternative to military 
service. That suggestion has not been received favourably by the GDR 
government, which stresses defense for peace. 


In February, on the 37th anniversary of the Allied bombing of Dresden, a 

peace forum was held in a church in the city. It attracted about 4,000 mostly 
young people, some of whom expressed concern about military education in GDR 
schools and what was said to be an insufficiently active role by the church 

in promoting disarmament. 


The meeting near tere said Christians' cooperation in "maintaining peace is and 
remains necessary". It stressed its view that youth who choose noncombat 
work in the armed forces or who are in prison for refusing military service 
"express pro-disarmament and not anti-state sentiments. We fully support 
young Christians", it continued, "who in words or deeds show that even the 
peacemaking efforts of our state do not render the Christian desire for 
disarmament superfluous". 


It said it is good that many young people have made the biblical phrase about 
hammering swords into plowshares their own slogan. Some young GDR Christians 
wear it in the form of a patch, sometimes causing conflict with state and 
school authorities. The conference stressed that the Bible verse expresses 
"our Christian hope that God will someday create a world in which we human 
beings do not need weapons to protect us". Nonetheless, it observed, 
"Christians may venture military service despite the increased risk of our 
times". 


EPS 
ORTHODOX TO MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON GREAT SYNOD Service: 82.04.02 
Chambésy, Geneva, Switzerland (EPS) - The second preparatory conference for 


a projected international Eastern Orthodox Great Synod has been scheduled 
for 3-12 September at the Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, here. The 
long-discussed synod could be the first considered by Eastern Orthodox as an 
ecumenical council in 1200 years. 


The preparatory conference secretariat announced a four-point agenda: the date 
of Easter (currently, in most years, most Eastern Orthodox celebrate the feast 
on a different date from most other Christians), the theology of fasting and 
its application in diverse contemporary societies, marrige norms, and the 
relationship between monastic life and the episcopate (currently, Eastern 
Orthodox bishops are not married, though priests need not be celibate). 


EPS 


"CHOICES IN CHILDLESSNESS' Ecumenical Press 
UK CHURCH REPORT RELEASED Service: 82.04.03 


London (EPS) - A public inquiry into the growing practice of artificial 
insemination by donor (AID) is called for by a working party set up by the 
Free Church Federal Council and the British Council of Churches to look into 
questions of childlessness. An estimated 5,000 British AID children are born 
each year; that is, their biological and their social fathers are different. 


But the working party, chaired by the Anglican theologian Peter Baelz, 
divided over AID morality. Some members maintain there is a specifically 
Christian objection to the practice. Others feel it can be justified in 
cases of childnessness, with the full and informed consent of both husband 
and wife. 


"Although, as a group, we are not prepared to condemn AID outright, neverthe- 
less we are sufficiently impressed by the objections raised against it to 
wish to register our disquiet, and call for a public inquiry", says the 
working party's report, "Choices in Childlessness", published last month 

[21 March]. 


The working party also calls for further social and legal safeguards. These 
would include making it possible for AID children to have access to their 
records if they wish, and introducing legislation to deal with the present 
Situation whereby an AID child is considered illegitimate. 


The report is also critical of in vitro fertilization in cases other than 
fertilization of a woman's ovum by her husband's sperm with implantation in 
her womb at a suitable time. 


"In practice, however, a moral objection arises if this procedure involves 
unjustifiable risk to the future life and well-being of the human being 
conceived in this way", adds the report. "The risk ought not to be greater 
than that involved in normal processes of conception and birth". 


The report points to moral problems if the ovum comes from another woman or 
is implanted in another woman. It condemns surrogate motherhood and womb- 
leasing as "demeaning to both mother and child" and urges these practices be 
made illegal. Similarly, it asks continuation of the ban on selling babies. 


It also criticizes the use of fertility-inducing drugs because of the risk of 
large multiple pregnancies and the added risk of premature birth and 
consequent brain damage to the child. 


"We do wonder whether or not the limits of medical intervention dre being 


unwarrantable transgressed when the unhappy outcome of a technological ‘solution' 
to the 'problem' of childlessness is met by the further technological 'solution' 
of foeticide", the report states. 

The report endorses voluntary childlessness as a possible vocation for married 


couples. While recognizing that this may seem a radical departure from 
Christian tradition, the report says that just as some Christians might find 
good reasons to be exceptions to the general expectation that Christians 
marry, by opting for celibacy, so there might be others who for good reasons 
are exceptions to the general expectation that married people will also be 
parents. 


The working party originally included a Roman Catholic observer but after he 

was unable to attend its first three meetings he resigned. Its membership 

was thus Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and Reformed (United Reformed Church 
d Church of § : 

an urch of Scotland) Rahebietet1 


Nowell ts EPS UK correspondent 
EPS 


DUTCH CHURCH JOURNALISTS' Ecumenical Press 
DEATHS IN SALVADOR DECRIED Service: 82.04.04 


Geneva (EPS) - The shooting to death in El Salvador of four journalists of 
Ikon, a Dutch church-related broadcasting company, has prompted expressions 
of concern and outrage. The four were covering activities of those opposed 
to the US-backed government of President José Duarte. 


Meeting in Lisbon, the European regional assembly of the London-based World 
Association for Christian Communication said it was "deeply shocked". It 
endorsed the "right to collect and disseminate information freely... in war 
and peace". 


John Bluck, communications director for the World Council of Churches, based 
here, said the "costly contribution of Ikon and these men" to resist 
“distortion of truth about reality of Central America, the plight of its 
people and the witness of its church and those in solidarity with them" is 
"greatly respected. We trust the truth about these killings will soon be 
publicly uncovered". 


Marc Chambron, communications director for the Lutheran World Federation, 
also based here, said the "untimely death of fellow Christian communicators 
brings home in a real and personal way the violence and suffering in El 
Salvador. I hope that justice will be done and that reporting of the truth 
in this situation continues undeterred". 


Hans-Wolfgang Hessler, in charge of television for the [FRG] Evangelical 
Church in Germany, said the four "gave their life to the service of reporting 
about the injustice, violence and inhumanity" in El Salvador. "Their death 
writes a report... that will not remain unnoticed..." 


In his sermon on the Sunday following the deaths, Acting San Salvador Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas urged a full investigation, release 
of all political prisoners, and a negotiated end to the country's civil war. 
He urged the army the guarantee of a free election and the guerrillas not to 
intimidate those wishing to vote [28 March]. 


The army says the four journalists were killed in an exchange of gunfire 
with security forces. Radio Venceremos, run by forces opposed to the 
government, says the four were ambushed by government troops. 


In Berlin, Neue Zeit, newspaper of the GDR Christian Democratic Union, said, 
"As we feared, Koos Koster [one of the four], who for many years sent us 
regular reports from the strife-torn events in Latin America, was among the 
unfortunate victims". 


In other pre-election El Salvador developments, Roman Catholic authorities 
called off a mass to commemorate the second anniversary of the assassination 

of San Salvador Archbishop Oscar Romero, slain two years ago [24 March] while 
celebrating mass. His unidentified killers are generally suspected to be 
rightists. The mass was reportedly cancelled for fear of trouble when crowds 
gathered at the San Salvador cathedral. Radio Venceremos marked the anniversary 
by broadcasting excerpts from Romero's homilies. One announcer, who said he is 
a priest and was a close friend of the late archbishop, urged people to join 

the insurrection to honour Romero's memory. 


In neighbouring Nicaragua, Miguel d'Escoto, the Roman Catholic priest who is 
government minister for foreign affairs, said Pope John Paul's support for the 
El Salvador elections is a "very important historic error". He said the pope 
backs a course "pushed by imperialism and rejected by the Italian government 
and most European countries". 


EPS 


DISCRIMINATION CHANGES ® Ecumenical Press 
BRING VARIED REACTIONS Service: 82.04.05 


Geneva (EPS) - Proposals in the Netherlands and Northern Ireland to make 
illegal certain types of discrimination have drawn varied church 
reaction. 


The Dutch proposal would forbid discrimination, particularly in the area of 
sexual preference and marital lifestyle. It would exempt activities related 
to religion, such as worship and some, but not all, institutions. 


The Council of Protestant Christian Education is urging that school boards 

be able to exclude from employment homosexuals and unmarried people living 
together. The Association for Christian Schools, however, says it opposes 
discrimination based on sex, homosexuality, or extra-marital cohabitation, 
although its chairperson takes an opposing position. The Society of Christian 
Instruction says it rejects all forms of discrimination, although it says 

that in extreme cases school boards should be able to exclude homosexuals 

and unmarried people living together. 


The small Vrijgemaakte Netherlands Reformed Church (NGK) criticizes the proposal 
on grounds that it suggests that churches are communities within which the 

evil of discrimination must be allowed. The Central Office for Roman Catholic 
Education says the proposal attacks the evil of discrimination too 
"absolutistically". 


Spokespersons for the Evangelical Alliance sharply criticize the proposal, 
but the Protestant Foundation for Responsible Parenthood is urging the 
country's two main Reformed denominations (NHK and GKN) to declare themselves 
in favour. 


NHK General Secretary A. de Kuiper, and GKN General Synod President A.C. 
Hofland express personal opposition to exclusion of homosexuals from 
Christian education, though Hofland emphasizes a distinction between a 
person's sexual preference per se and a person's actions in relation to the 
ethical position of a given school. 


The councils of the Theological School in Kampen and the Theological Faculty 
of the Free University in Amsterdam have protested the idea that Christian 
schools may use "the freedom of education to bar homosexuals and cohabiting 
unmarried couples from a place in Christian education", a statement which 
prompted the resignation of the chairperson of the Kampen board. 


The NHK Confessional Union is urging an amendment to the law to guarantee 
religious schools the right to apply what they understand to be biblical 
criteria in hiring and other decisions. A group of 13 NHK ministers and a 
congregational session (governing council) have publicly dissociated 
themselves from protests against the proposal. 


The Northeran Irish proposal would bring the province's law in line with 
that in the rest of the UK, where homosexual conduct between consenting 
adults in private is legal. The general board of the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland expresses "deep concern at the prospect of legislation which 
must encourage permissiveness towards the practice of homosexuality". The 
island's Roman Catholic bishops earlier expressed similar sentiments 

[EPS 825032555]. 


EPS 


COVENANT URGED BY Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNION GROUP Service: 82.04.06 


Louisville, Kentucky, US (EPS) - Representatives from 10 US denominations 
have urged them to agree to a covenant which would bind them together in a 
gradual process of growth toward union. Delegates to the 20-year-old 
Consultation on Church Union's plenary session here [9-12 March] directed 
the COCU church order commission to draw up a covenant proposal by 1984. 


The commission described the covenant as a "relationship from which, God 
willing, we will not withdraw", and suggested it might include affirmation 

by the denominations of the agreements on faith, worship, sacraments, and 
ministry already reached by COCU delegates, removal of barriers to membership 
transfer, mutual recognition and reconciliation of each denomination's 
ordained ministry, regular celebration of holy communion across denominational 
lines and joint work and decision-making at all levels. 


The covenant was described as neither a "relation of full visible unity" nor 
a "continuation of our previous desire to live our way towards union”. 
Delegates said the covenant commitment would be "part of our continuing 
quest for the full visible unity of Christ's church". 


The 10 COCU denominations and their approximate memberships in millions are: 
United Methodist Church, 9.6; [Anglican] Episcopal Church, 2.8; United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, 2.4; African Methodist Episcopal Church, 1.9; 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 1.1; Presbyterian Church in the 

US, 0.8; Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 0.4; and National Council of 
Community Churches, 0.2. Currently. PCUS-UPC and UCC-CCDC unions are being 
considered by those denominations. 


EPS 


PEACE, RIGHTS, DEVELOPMENT Ecumenical Press 
ON FINNISH BISHOPS' AGENDA Service: 82.04.07 


Helsinki (EPS) - Bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland have 
approved an international responsibility action programme on issues related 
to peace, development, and human rights. 


Among other things, it says the church supports the promotion of disarmament 
and the building of trust and cooperation between nations with differing 
social systems, approves both military and alternative service, must avoid 
international aid that leads to dependency relationships, and may take 
human-rights stands different from those of the Finnish government. 


A church report on the programme says the church "strives to avoid any 
actions in its human-rights policy which might damage churches in other 
countries —- no matter how morally justified such actions might at first 
Sight appear". It adds that a human-rights shortcoming in Finland is 
"lack of sufficient legal safeguards for foreigners living there. 


In other action, the bishops urged that Pentecost Monday be abolished as a 
holiday and that Jesus' ascension be celebrated on the traditional day, 
the Thursday 40 days after Easter. In 1973, both holidays were changed in 
Finland to Saturday after requests by labour and business groups. Any 
decision to change again is up to parliament. 


The bishops also authorized non-pastors to distribute the eucharist in 
some situations, and urged parishes to give at least two percent of their 
tax revenues to support mission organizations and church foreign-aid 
activities. Parish contributions for such work in 1981 were about FM 8 million, 
about one percent of tax revenues. 
EPS 


PORTUGAL CHURCH TV Ecumenical Press 
PLAN DRAWS PROTEST Service: 82.04.08 


Lisbon (EPS) - The Portuguese Council of Christian Churches has criticized 
[20 March] a proposal that a tv channel be begun for exclusive Roman Catholic 
use. Almost all 10 million Portuguese are at least nominally Roman Catholic, 
with about 60,000 counted in other Christian groupings. Full members of the 
PCCC are Anglican, Methodist, and Reformed denominations. Currently, Roman 
Catholics have a radio station and free access to time on the two existing tv 
channels. Other religious programming must be paid for. 


The PCCC says Portugal's pending entry into the European [Economic] Community 
implies "authentic religious pluralism", which means non-discriminatory 
media access in EC countries with denominational minorities. "We hope that 
the democratic spirit and sense of justice of the Portuguese government will 
conform to its constitution and give air-time rights to non-Roman Catholic 
churches", it adds. 


Meeting here [15-18 March] the European regional assembly of the London- 
based World Association for Christian Communication, supported "these 
minority churches in their struggle for recognition and equal rights and 
for free and equal access to the media". 


Major concern of the assembly was the north-south, rich-poor divide in 
Europe and the world, especially in contrast with new communication- 
technology developments. 


EPS 


REAGAN POLICIES CRITICIZED Ecumenical Press 
AT TWO US CHURCH MEETINGS Service: 82.04.09 


Geneva (EPS) - Two recent US ecumenical gatherings have heard criticism of 
aspects of US government policy. 


In Washington, a briefing for about 600 representatives from 23. religious 
groups heard an administration representative urge them to "begin opening 
yourselves up to different ways of social justice" and "liberate yourselves 
from the bankruptcy of the policies of the past". 


Though greeted with an occasional subdued hiss, David Horowitz, who deals 
with policy analysis and the law in the administration's budget office, 
said charges that the Reagan administration's budget cuts are "destroying 
America's capacity for social justice" are "nonsense". 


The briefing, arranged by Impact, a legislative information and action 
coalition of Jewish and Christian groups working on the national level and 
in 16 states, also heard a first-term Democratic legislator describe the 
Reagan economic program as "fundamentally wrong at the core". 


In San Antonio, Texas, about 200 participated in a consultation on racism 
convened by the National Council of Churches. Referring to recent 
administration action which could open the way for some segregated schools 
to receive tax exemptions available in the US for some religious activities, 
the consultation said it is "appalled at the blatant attempt by the Reagan 
administration to give aid and comfort to segregation". 


Participants also called federal budget cuts "the most systematic retrench- 
ment of government policies designed to improve the condition of racial 
minorities". 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.04. 10-16 


82.04.10: Church-caste 


The problem of caste distinctions in the church was a major agenda item for 
the biennial general meeting of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India. 
Continuing caste distinctions are a factor in some conversions of Christians 
to Hinduism and Islam [1981 EPS No.25, page 10]. Also on the bishops' agenda 
were relationships between Latin and Eastern Catholics. 


82.04.11: Chureh-voting 

Two FRG political scientists say there is a relationship between church 
membership and voting in that country. Roman Catholics are said more likely 
to vote for Christian Democrats, Evangelicals for the less conservative 
Social Democrats. Those attending any church regularly are said more 
likely to support Christian Democrats. 


62.04.12: Sharpevttle 

Special church services were held in South Africa to mark the 22nd anniversary 
of the 21 March 1960 Sharpeville uprising, in which 69 blacks were killed. 

The largest gathering attracted a congregation of about a thousand to an 
Anglican church in Soweto, a black township. The Sharpeville demonstration 
was part of a protest campaign against South African laws which control 
blacks' movements. 


82.04.13: Poland-appeal 

Polish Roman Catholic Primate Jozef Glemp has appealed for the release of 
Lech Walesa, leader of the suspended trade union Solidarity. Walesa has 
been detained since martial law was declared 13 December. Glemp urged a 
congregation of 20,000 workers in a Warsaw suburb to pray for Walesa, whose 
release would "serve all that works towards understanding and agreement". 
Walesa's seventh child was baptized a week after the appeal [21 March], 

but he was not allowed to attend. 


82.04.14: Angltcan-reactton 

In the course of a tv commentary, US journalist Bill Moyers contrasted two 
former government officials by likening one to "an Episcopalian bishop 
counting the collection". That prompted a letter from Richard Anderson, 
communication executive for the [Anglican] Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the USA. Anderson said Moyers gave "an unfair and completely inaccurate 
impression of" US Episcopal bishops, a "remark for which there is no excuse". 


82.04.15: Bapttst-Mormon 

The [US] Southern Baptist Convention has begun efforts to counter missionary 
activities by Mormons. Though the two groups have many similarities, SBC 
representatives are stressing theological differences, suggesting Mormonism 
is not Christian. A recent survey indicates most Southern Baptists regard 
Mormons positively. 


82.04.16: Hungary-relattons 

The Lutheran churches of Finland and Hungary have begun a program to link 
parishes of each with those of the other in order to increase knowledge of 
each other on the congregational level. And the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland and the Reformed Church in Hungary have reaffirmed their joint 
concern about the country's Jews following a visit [12-16 March] by CS 
moderator Andrew Doig. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS?282:04.33-22 


82.04.17: Excommuntcatton 

The adjudication court of the Lutheran Church in America is asking the LCA 
convention to replace the word "excommunication" with "termination of member- 
ship and denial of the sacraments" in the LCA's model constitution for 
congregations. The court said the new wording would be more readily under- 
stood and help avoid confusion between membership in the LCA and "expulsion 
from the Kingdom of God". The court also noted that "the pluralistic nature 
of the church... makes excommunication virtually unenforceable in the 
scriptural intention of denying membership in a family of believers and 
denying the privilege of receiving... holy communion. This has been 
especially true in North America". 


82.04.18: Chureh-boycotts 

The Lutheran Church in America executive council has advised that economic 
boycotts be used by its agencies and individual members "only as a last 
resort" following careful study and presentation of concerns to companies 
in question. 


82.04.19: Lutheran-Angltcan 

Three US Lutheran denominations and the [US Anglican] Episcopal Church are 
being asked at conventions this year to approve "interim sharing of the 
eucharist" and a third round of official theological dialogue to remove 
remaining obstacles to full communion. Under the plan, the Lutheran and 
Anglican bishops in a region would mutually agree to guidelines for common 
eucharistic celebrations. Conventions of the four denominations are all 
scheduled for this September. 


82.04.20: Switzerland-ecumentcal 

Representatives of the Swiss Roman Catholic bishops and the Federation of 
Swiss Protestant Churches met for two days last month [14-15 March] to 
discuss last May's FSPC memorandum on ecumenism. A report of the meeting 
said it was marked "by a great openness and an eagerness on both sides to 
establish relations of mutual confidence". The discussions are to resume 
later this year. 


82.04.21: GDR-FRG 

In a policy change, the GDR is allowing religious events such as baptism, 
confirmation, and first communion as grounds for applications by East 
Germans for permission to travel to the FRG. 


82.04.22: Priests-stress 

A new study concludes that US Roman Catholic priests are under increasing 
stress because of multiple role expectations many find hard to fulfill, 
polarization within the church and sometimes within a rectory, neglect of 
their physical or emotional health, difficulties developing themselves 
spiritually, and changes since Vatican Council II which have called into 
question many long-held beliefs about church and priesthood. The study, 
by a task force apppointed two years ago by the US Roman Catholic bishops, 
also concludes that priests as a group are no more prone to stress than 
other people. 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.04.23-28 


82.04.23: UK-pope 

Opponents of Pope John Paul's May visit to Britain held protest rallies 

[21 March]. Opposition is described as "scattered but nonetheless intense" 

in Liverpool, Northern Ireland, and several other parts of the kingdom. 

[Earlier items, EPS 82.03.83, 82.03.50, 82.02.93]. Speaking in Newcastle 

to the Free Church Federal Council annual meeting, Basil Hume, leader of 

Roman Catholics in England and Wales, said the pope's visit poses no threat 

to UK national or religious independence. The cardinal archbishop said it 
would spur ecumenism, but added it would be "wildly unrealistic" to think 

the six-day papal stay in Britain would end Anglican-Roman Catholic differences. 


82.04.24: Korea-Christtan 

The New York Times reports Korean President Chun Doo Hwan faces "some 
organized opposition... from Christian dissidents" for the first time since 
he came to power in 1980. It says his "hold on power appears to be secure, 
but he is responding warily to requests eit the Christian dissidents for 
small, new prerogatives". The "dissidents... are demanding an end to what 
they bapedade as the torture of political prisoners, and they are calling 
for a revision of labour laws that virtually prevent workers from 
organizing... The dissidents, who are said to number about 2, 000, are 
viewed as an intellectual elite among the 6 million Christians in South 
Korea's total population of 38 million". 


82.04.25: US-NCC head ‘ : : 
Methodist Bishop James Armstrong, president of the [US] National Council of 


Churches, encouraged prayer [21 March] "for the people of Afghanistan who 
have been victimized by Soviet aggression" and for "people in Latin America, 
Poland, and throughout the world who are being victimized by ideological 
conflict and tragic violence". Amstrong's statement-followed a 10 March 
proclamation of Afghanistan Day by US President Ronald Reagan. In a separate 
action, Armstrong joined several US religious leaders in supporting a 
proposal in Congress for a US nuclear weapons freeze. 


82.04.26: BCC-ANC 

The British Council of Churches has offered interim space for the London 
offices of the African National Congress, which were bombed. "While 
reserving a right to be critical of certain aspects of" ANC policy, a 

BCC release said it "has long identified with their just cause of ending 
apartheid [race separation] by giving the full rights of citizenship to all 
South Africans" 


82.04.27: Indta-ecumentcal 

The chairpersons of the ecumenism commission of the Catholic. Bishops’ Conference 
of India and the fellowship programme unit of the National Council of 

Churches in India, which includes most other Indian Christians, have issued 

a joint pastoral letter on ecumenism posing several questions for “our common 
deliberation" on Christian unity. 


82.04.28: Indta-Orthodox 

A new constitution for the Indian Jacobite Church has been ratified. 

Senior Catholicos Baselicos Mar Paulouse said it would strengthen the ties 
between the IJC and the Damascus-based Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Antioch and all the East, of which it is a part. A large segment of 

Indian Oriental Orthodoxy is independent, as the Orthodox Syrian Church, 
Catholicate of the East. The two groupings have long-standing administrative 
disagreements. 
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82.04.29: Unttartan-Untversaltst 

President Eugene Pickett of the [US] Unitarian-Universalist Association says 
his movement "has been too much a religion of the head and not enough of the 
heart. It's been a fairly rationalistic, fairly intellectual approach to 
religion, but I don't think this is adequate for our times. I think we 

have lost track of much of the original mystical aspect of religion - and... 
I don't mean magic - to go with our traditional emphasis on the intellectual, 
rational aspect". The UUA is a contemporary US manifestation of traditions 
which deny the doctrine of the Trinity and emphasize salvation for all. 

Some of its members consider themselves Christians. 


82.04.30: MECC-project 

The Middle East Council of Churches has announced a new project "within the 
wider scope of strengthening the presence and witness of the churches in 
the area and seeking peace with justice for the whole of the Middle East". 
It "provides for multiple contacts and consultations with a wide variety 
of political, diplomatic and religious organizations and bodies, besides 
the churches themselves, in order to discover common concerns and search 
for possible actions". Project director is Leopoldo Niilus, from 1969-81 
director of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
in collaboration with which the project is set up. Niilus is based in 
Geneva at the Ecumenical Centre. 


Se.04.01: OCs borptionr 

Speakers at a consultation sponsored by the [US] United Church of Christ 

have urged Christians who support a woman's right to choose an abortion to 
strengthen the theological base for their position. Alfred Moran, president 
of New York City Planned Parenthood, observed that "the religious community 
has abandoned the moral high ground [on abortion] to the Roman Catholic 
Church". Roger Shinn, social ethics professor at Union Theological Seminary 
(New York) said too much religious support for abortion rights "reflects 
individualism which derives from the Enlightenment and not from the Christian 
Dagthi. 


82.04.32: Greece-marrtage 

The Greek government has decided its proposal to allow civil marriage in 
the country will also recognize the legality of all marriages performed by 
clergy of all recognized denominations. Earlier proposals to make civil 
marriage the only form with the force of law, or to exempt only Eastern 
Orthodox from the civil-marriage requirement brought church protest. 

[BPS« 82803) 92eg82.022 70. 


82.04. 35s Chtna-RkC 

The Roman Catholic Church in China, government sanctioned and not linked to 
the Vatican, has accused Pope John Paul of “vicious slander" in urging 
Roman Catholics around the world to pray specially [21 March] for persecuted 
Roman Catholics there. The statement on behalf of the Administrative 
Commission of the Catholic Church in China, the Bishops' Conference of the 
Chinese Catholic Church, and the Chinese Catholics Patriotic Association, 
said "honest Catholics in other countries who know the facts will not allow 
themselves to be hoodwinked by this little trick". Later, the New China News 
Agency reported 200 Roman Catholics in Shanghai, at a meeting presided over 
by Bishop Louis Zhang Kiashu, supported the arrest of the "handful of scums*" 
there who follow Vatican directives [1981 EPS No.34, page7]. NCNA said 
"Chinese Catholics are leading a happy and normal religious life." 
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82.04.34: Zambta-Christtan 


Arnold Simuchimba, Zambia's minister of national guidance, has declared that 
his is a Christian country and will remain so until the end of time, according 
to a report in the National Mirror newspaper. He added that is one reason 
every state dinner starts with a prayer. 


82.04.35: Tatwan-Australta 

The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan and the Uniting Church in Australia are 
considering an "equal partnership of Christian fellowship to further the 
preaching of the Good News of Jesus Christ". Approval is possible at the 
general assemblies of the two denominations in April and May. 


82.04.86: Singapore-RE 
Singapore has decided to make religion in high schools compulsory. Deputy 


Prime Minister Goh Keng Swee says religious education is the best way to 
"save the country from becoming a nation of thieves". Buddhists, Christians, 
Hindus, and Muslims are to study their own religion. Others or those without 
religion are to study world religions in general. 


82.04.87: Uganda-apology 


Uganda President Milton Obote has expressed regret to Kampala Roman Catholic 
Cardinal Archbishop Emmanuel Nsubuga for an Ash Wednesday action by Uganda 
troops which disrupted a liturgy at the cathedral [EPS 82.03.35]. Also, 
Radio Uganda said, after a meeting, Obote and Nsubuga jointly condemned acts 
of violence and terrorism. 


82.04.38: Mozambtque-RC 


Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service says a Roman Catholic priest, 
Anthonio Panteghini, described Roman Catholicism in Mozambique as more 
authentic, more effective, more African, and much closer to the people as a 
result of losing powers and privileges it had before the country gained its 
independence from Portugal. Speaking in Rome after a six-week visit, 
Pantehini said the "new situation has purified" the Mozambique church, "and 
also freed it of opportunist members. The Catholics who have remained 
faithful are genuine; by their witness they are an example and inspiration © 
to others." Referring to some persecutions of the church in the recent past, 
Panteghini said the government is now taking a softer line, ACIS reported. 


82.04.39: NAE-family 


The [US] National Association of Evangelicals,which groups organizations 
with 3.5 million members, has named a task force to monitor what it considers 
threats to family life. Another part of the NAE "Save the Family" campaign 
highlighted at its 40th anniversary convention near Chicago was an eight- 
page position paper on the family. Among other things, it condemns the 
incessant pursuit of self-gratification as a force which has "shattered the 
sacred bonds of human society's basic institutions". Other NAE resolutions 
urge Christians to "speak, pray and act on behalf of persons whose rights 
are violated by the regimes of the right and the left", and to "join 
community efforts to create public awareness of this national problem" of 
alcohol abuse. 
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82.04.40: Cyclone-Pactfte ; f 
Later reports on the devastation wrought by Cyclone Isaac in several 


Pacific islands [EPS 82.03.68] have increased estimates of damage. 

The Tonga National Council of Churches has thus raised its aid request 
to US $ 500,000 for seed purchases, rebuilding private dwellings, 
church schools and churches. In the wake of another cyclone, Benedict, 
in Madagascar, the general secretary of the Nairobi-based All Africa 
Conference of Churches reports church quests for food. medicines, and 
cash. International assistance was described © Marchas inadequate, with 
crops 80 percent destroyed in one rural province and 64,000 in evacua- 
tion centres. 


82.04.41: ACC-Abortgines 

The executive committee of the Australian Council of Churches says a 
proposal by the Queensland government to offer a "deed of grant in 
trust" to the state's Aborigines and Islanders over areas reserved for 
them is better than previous proposals but inadequate because, among 
other things, it would not give them mineral rights or secure tenure on 
the land. In the middle of last year, an international church team in- 
vited by the ACC condemned the country's treatment of Aborigines 

[1981 EPS no. 17-19]. In response to planned Aborigine protests at the 
Commonwealth Games to be held in Brisbane later this year, the ACC com- 
mittee urged "restraint and non-violent action by government, Aborigines, 
and other concerned individuals." The ACC includes 12 Anglican, United, 
Disciples, Quaker, Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, and Salvationist 
denominations. 

82.04.42: Tatwan-defrock 

The executive committee of the China Evangelical Lutheran Church has 
declined to reinstate a Taiwanese pastor it defrocked two years ago 
after he was arrested for harbouring a fugitive dissident. Wu Wen was 
released 8 January after a two years in prison, and applied for re- 
sumption of his clergy status. CELC Vice President Martin Li said the 
Bible requires church workers to have a good reputation among non- 
church people, and in any event, there is no position available for Wu. 
Unlike Wu, most Lutherans on Taiwan are Mandarin-speaking Chinese who 
fled the mainland following the communist victory in 1949, or their 
descendents. Presbyterians and Roman Catholics are the island's largest 
Christian groupings. 

82.04.43: Tourtsm-church 

The Christian Conference of Asia, Pacific Conference of Churches, Carib- 
bean Conference of Churches, and the Roman Catholic Federation of Asian 
Bishops' Conferences have formed an Ecumenical Coalition on Third World 
Tourism. Peter Holden, former secretary of the South Australian Council 
of Churches, is to be the coalition's first executive secretary. Its 
announced purpose is to help Third World people benefit more from inter- 
national tourism. With a Southeast Asia headquarters, the coalition 
secretariat is expected to begin operating by the end of April. "The 
coalition does not want to end tourism, but rather to work for alternat- 
ive tourism that is wholesome, creative, and just," Holden says 

[Related items: 1981 EPS no. 31]. 


82.04.44: Methodtst-prayer | 
The World Methodist Council has designated 19 September Prayer for the World 
Day. Alan Walker, WMC world evangelism director, is urging specific prayer 


then about "four overwhelming issues facing the world: poverty, racism, war 
and spiritual darkness". 
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82.04.45 Peace patch ban protested in GDR 

82.04.46 Church leaders begin Central America fast 
82.04.47 Church asked to involve itself 

82.04.48 Church leaders speak on disarmament issues 
82.04.49 Anglican-RC report officially released 
82.04.50 UN new coordinator for Honduras refugee work 
82.04.51 New Old Catholic leader enthroned 

82.04.52 US churches Council hears some critics 
82.04.53 Japan churches council opposes war-dead plan 


82.04.54 ECUPOINTS: News in Brief (through 82.04.82) 


54: US Baptist-abortion 55: Dutch RC-education 
56: Land-divorce-peace 57: Church-postage 
58: Namibia-German 59: Egypt-Mennonite 
60: Iconoclast Nihilists 61: Asia Sunday 
62: Nest 1é-WHO 63: Church-US budget 
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PEACE PATCH BAN Ecumenical Press 
PROTESTED IN GDR Service: 82.04.45 


Berlin (EPS) - The GDR (East German) government has banned the wearing of a 
patch with the biblical allusion, "swords into ploughshares" and a picture of 
a peace monument given by the USSR to the UN in New York. The government says 
the patch, popular among some church youth and others, is "misused... to 
express a way of thinking hostile to the state and to participate in an 
illegal political movement". 


In a joint statement last month, executive committees of the eight regional 
GDR Lutheran and United churches said the patch expresses "our Christian hope 
that God will someday create a world in which we human beings do not need 
weapons to protect us" [EPS 82.04.01]. 


In Dresden, the synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony voted 
unanimously that the government's judgment about the patch is "a serious 
mistake". The synod declaration of "deep dismay" about the ban was read during 
‘Sunday liturgies [28 March]. It said the ban "emphatically destroys the trust 
of these young people". 


A separate letter to young people from Saxony Bishop Johannes Hempel and other 
church leaders says the church can no longer "protect young people from the 
[government-set] consequences of wearing the patch" - expulsion from school 

or loss of apprenticeship. The letter describes the penalties as a "limitation 
of the freedom of faith and conscience". 


Four other regional church synods and staff executives of the Evangelical Church 
in Berlin-Brandenburg also made similar or related statements. The synod of the 
Evangelical Church of the Gérlitz region unanimously voted support for young 
people concerned about peace, and referred to “attacks, calumnies and embarrassing 
imputations" made by some about their stand. It said it would stand upeLor , ald 
who get in trouble on account of this sign of peace". 


The synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mecklenburg said "we consider 
ourselves citizens of our state whose efforts towards disarmament and peace we 
want to support actively". It said the ban on the patch "that expresses so well 
the worldwide will to peace" destroys trust and threatens domestic tranquility. 
The synod of the Evangelical Church of the Church Province of Saxony commended 
the Saxon Lutheran statements. It called the patch "in accord with the foreign 
political peace and disarmament efforts of our state", 


The synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thiiringen said it regrets the 
state's action, which means "the awakening awareness of peace responsibility 
remains unused and hopes are disappointed". A letter to all area superindendents 
Signed by Berlin-Brandenburg Bishop Gottfried Forck noted the concern of many 
young people about the patch ban. 


Earlier [25 March], GDR Defence Minister Heinz Hoffmann told the GDR Volkskammer 
(parliament) that "one day we should very much like to scrap our weapons, but at 
the moment socialism needs both our ploughshares and our swords". Hoffmann 
describes peace as the only goal of the GDR army. The GDR communist party news- 
paper Neues Deutschland (New Germany) reports a meeting in Potsdam of more than 
a hundred GDR church people supportive of the government position on the current 
need for military preparedness. 


Under terms of a new defence law approved by the Volkskammer, all schools, 
colleges, firms and organizations are required to "prepare citizens for military 
service". The measure does not provide for the church-requested "social peace 
service" alternative to military service. Conscientious objectors continue to 
be allowed to perform military service in non-combat units. 


EPS 


CHURCH LEADERS BEGIN Ecumenical Press 
CENTRAL AMERICA FAST Service: 82.04.46 


Washington (EPS) - A group of Christians, mostly church leaders, 

are fasting and praying here from 1 April for peace in El Salvador and Central 
America. The group includes Adolfo Perez Esquivel, the Argentinian human- 
rights activist who won the 1980 Nobel Peace Prize, and Helder Pessoa Camara, 
Roman Catholic archbishop of Olina and Recife (Brazil). 


A statement from the group lists six demands related to their action - an 
immediate stop to "armed fights as well as... repression", "negotiations, 
without previous conditions" among all parties in conflict, a stop to "every 
intervention from outside", suspension of "the delivery of arms and military 
advisers", vigorous international condemnation of a "possible invasion by 
the US" and respect for "the right of self determination". 


The group says "words do not suffice anymore. A strong spiritual and non- 
violent evangelical action is needed to end the bloodshed between the people". 
Others are invited to gather in groups of 12 "to multiply the action". 


Others involved here were listed as Luigi Bettazzi, Roman Catholic bishop of 
Ivrea (Italy) and international president of Pax Christi, a Roman Catholic 
peace movement; Thomas Gumbleton, Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop of Detroit 
and president of the Pax Christi US section; Remy De Roo, Roman Catholic 
bishop of Victoria (British Columbia, Canada); Melinda Roper, superior of 
the Maryknoll Sisters, a Roman Catholic religious community; US civil rights 
activist Joseph Lowery; FRG theologian Dorothee Solle; Swedish author Gunnel 
Valquist; and Spanish trade union leader Francisco Casero. 


EPS 
CHURCH ASKED TO Ecumenical Press 
INVOLVE ITSELF Service: 82.04.47 
Nairobi (EPS) - Government leaders in various African countries have been 


urging more church involvement in social and political causes recently. 


Speaking to a group of Roman Catholic priests in Fort Victoria, Zimbabwe, 
Deputy Prime Minister Simon Muzenda urged the church to counter untruths, 
prejudices and myths about the form of socialism favoured by the ruling 
ZANU (PF) party. ''My government sees no fundamental difference between 
Christian teaching and Zimbabwean socialism, so long as we do not confuse 
Western culture with Christianity", he said, echoing sentiments expressed 
previously by the country's prime minister and president [EPS 82.03.09]. 


In Accra, Kwabena Damuah, a clergy member of the Provisional National Defence 
Council whick took over Ghana's government at the end of last year, told a 
symposium on "church and politics" that the church has "failed miserably" to 
appreciate the need for change in the material living conditions of the 
oppressed and deprived. He said that is a major goal for the "holy war" 
begun by the PNDC. 


At a symposium in Cape Coast on "the church and the revolution", Ghana High 
Court Justice Kwesi Gyan-Ainuson urged church attention to building a society 
in which every citizen takes part in decision making. ''The present system 
where the priests or the ecclesiastics are the lords over the congregation 
ought to be transformed into a society where everyone can have a say about 
the process of worshipping God", he urged. 


EPS 


CHURCH LEADERS SPEAK Ecumenical Press 
ON DISARMAMENT ISSUES Service:82.04.48 


Geneva (EPS) - Various statements by Christian and other religious leaders on 
the arms situation have been issued in recent weeks. 


About three dozen religious leaders from around the world have signed an 
appeal for UN member states to "freeze and reverse the arms race as a first 
and crucial step towards disarmament". 


Issued in connection with the UN Special Session on Disarmament, 7 June - 

9 July, the appeal's Christian signers include St. Paul-Minneapolis Roman 
Catholic Archbishop John Roach, president of the US Catholic Conference; 
Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia, head of the Russian Orthodox Church; 
Indiana United Methodist Bishop James Armstrong, president of the [US] National 
Council of Churches; Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, General Secretary Yap Kim Hao, Christian 
Conference of Asia; Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of North and South America; World Council of Churches Presidents 

Annie Jiagge (Ghana) and Cynthia Wedel (US); Tanzanian Lutheran Bishop Josiah 
Kibira, president of the Lutheran World Federation; Grouard-McLennan (Alberta) 
Archbishop Henri Légaré, president of the Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops; Secretary-General Lubomir Mirejovsky, Christian Peace Conference; 
President Bette Moslander, Leadership Conference of [US Roman Catholic] Women 
Religious; and General Secretary Jean Skuse, Australian Council of Churches. 
Other signs include Native American, Hindu, Buddhist, Zoroastrian, Jain, 

Sikh, Shinto, and Jewish leaders. 


In Amsterdam, the board of the Netherlands Missionary Council (Nederlandse 
Zendingsraad, NZR), has urged the Dutch government to rapidly phase out "all 
Dutch defence responsibilities in the nuclear field". The NZR letter says 
"process in other countries which would be set in motion by such a policy... 
could create the conditions for cooperation between countries which are not, 
or not fully, participants in the power struggle of the superpowers". 


The document cites examples of “grave consequences" of "the ruthless exercise 


of power for holding onto positions and advantages", among them Soviet 
"dominance" and "oppression" in East Europe and "distressing military inter- 
vention" in Afghanistan, and US "responsibility for the training of fascist 
rulers for sometimes putting them in power, and certainly for keeping them 
in the saddle" in Latin America. 


The NZR relates its views to "our solidarity with people and developments in 
the Third World" and the "state of confusion and a sense of defeat" in the 
Netherlands because of "the increasing chance of nuclear war". The council's 
position is approved by a "very large majority" of its board. NZR members 
include Reformed, Moravian, Lutheran, Baptist, Remonstrant, Evangelical, 

and Mennonite mission organizations. 


In the UK, the Roman Catholic bishops of Scotland declared [1 April] that it 
is immoral both to use and to threaten to use nuclear weapons. They also 
endorsed recent calls by the [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland 
and the Scottish Episcopal [Anglican] Church for the UK government not to go 
ahead with its Trident missile programme. 


In New York, representatives of several religious and other non-governmental 
organizations from the advisory board of an International Liaison Office 
recently opened to support the UN special disarmament session. 


EPS 


ANGLICAN-RC REPORT Ecumenical Press 
OFFICIALLY RELEASED Service > 82 -04.49 


London (EPS) - The news conference held at Lambeth Palace, here, to mark the 
official publication [30 March] of the previously leaked final report of the 
Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC) [EPS 82.03.84] 
brought to light the practical difficulties yet to be overcome in addition 
to the doctrinal issues it largely settles. 


The report brings together the previous agreed statements in which ARCIC has 
been able to establish substantial agreement on the controversial issues 
thought to have been keeping the two communions apart (eucharist, ministry 

and ordination, and authority) with a new agreed statement on authority. 

It whittles down the remaining differences over papal primacy and infallibility 
and suggests that these will only be finally solved after, and not before, 

the two churches enter into communion with one another. 


But at the press conference, more immediate practical issues came to the 
surface. What, for example, of the notorious disagreement between the two 
churches over the morality of artificial birth Snr Sobs The Anglican ARCIC 
co-chair, Dublin Archbishop Henry McAdoo, said: "I cannot see Anglicans going 
back on the position taken by the Lambeth Conference in 1958 on family 
planning. I see no way this could happen." But he argued that this is not 

a vital issue because both churches are divided in their practice. "You have 
Anglicans who do not believe in family planning and lots of Roman Catholics 
who do", he said. His Roman Catholic opposite number, East Anglican (England) 
Bishop Alan Clark said they are looking forward to seeing these practical 
moral issues taken up by the new commission which they suggest should be set 
up to oversee the next stage in Anglican-Roman relationships. 


Asked how he envisages this next stage developing, McAdoo said he personally 
would wish to see a relationship in which the Roman Catholic Church withdrew 
the 1896 papal rejection of Anglican orders as invalid. This is, he suggested, 
more a problem for Romans than Anglicans, who do not doubt their validity. 

He would also like to see intercommunion on special occasions and Roman 
Catholic changes in its current regulations on mixed-marriages. Clark said 

he hopes the pope will ask for a fresh study of Anglican orders and that he 
understands this will be called for. 


On another practical issue that divides the two churches, the ordination 
of women to the priesthood, one Anglican member of ARCIC, Julian Charley, 
rector of St Peter's, Everton, Liverpool, England,said he is informed by a 
reliable source that in an emergency situation in one Communist country 
Roman Catholic women priests have been ordained to serve their community. 


Both McAdoo and Clark drew attention to the distinction the report draws 
between the ideal and the actual church. "In other words, we are not talking 
about a universal primacy as it now is in its purely Roman Catholic context 
but as it should be in the context of a united church", McAdoo said. He 
also saw as the only live option for the future the suggestion of unity by 
stages. 


McAdoo's analysis of the present state of doctrinal agreement was threefold: 
First, there is a large area of full agreement in faith and doctrine. Second, 
there is the substantial agreement recorded by ARCIC in its statements. 

Third, there is an area of divergence over how authority in. the church 
maintains the church in the truth of the gospel. 


Robert Nowell (EPS UK correspondent) 
EPS 


UN NEW COORDINATOR FOR Ecumenical Press 
HONDURAS REFUGEE WORK Service: 82.04.50 


Tegucigalpa, Honduras (EPS) - The office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees has temporarily become coordinator for refugee work in this country. 
Several agencies carry out the work, involving an estimated 30,000 Salvadoran 
and 1,000 Guatemalan refugees. 


Until early this year, CEDEN, a Honduras interdenominational agency, 
coordinated the work in a way which Ruud van Hoogevest, refugee service 
coordinator for the Geneva-based World Council of Churches Says was 
"effective and courageous in offering the refugees assistance and protection". 


However, a special session of the CEDEN general assembly replaced the board 
of directors, precipitating the resignation in mid-February of CEDEN Director 
Noemi de Espinoza and more than half the staff. Some reports indicate some 
activities of local workers for the US-based World Vision organization may 
have contributed to the CEDEN assembly vote. 


De Espinoza and much of the former CEDEN staff, with backing from erstwhile 
CEDEN supporters such as the country's Lutheran, Christian Reformed, and 
Assemblies of God denominations, have formed the Committee on Deve lopment 
and Emergencies (CODE). But Honduras refugee service arrangements depend on 
approval by the government's refugee commission, and CODE has not yet 
received official approval to operate. 


Van Hoogevest called the UNHCR arrangement, a result of weeks of discussion 
and negotiation, "a temporary solution to a very complex problem". She said 
she hopes CODE, with strong international backing, will eventually obtain 
government approval to work as one of the country's refugee organizations. 


She added that the situation on the El Salvador-Honduras boarder remains 
critical and that the outcome of the 28 March elections in El Salvador 

could escalate tensions and dangers for those seeking to cross into Honduras. 
"A continued presence of ecumenical observer teams in the border region is 
vitally important", she said, "until UNHCR has been able to strengthen its 
staff and can secure adequate refugee protection". 


EPo 
NEW OLD CATHOLIC Ecumenical Press 
LEADER ENTHRONED Service: 82.04.51 


Utrecht (EPS) - Antonius Jan Glazemaker has been enthroned as the new Old 
Catholic archbishop here [23 March]. The archbishop of Utrecht is the first 
among equals in the world's Old Catholic hierarchy. 


Glazemaker has been Old Catholic bishop of Deventer. He succeeds Marinus Kok, 
who retired at the end of last year. 


Old Catholicism has roots in three developments in church history: an 18th 
century split in Dutch Roman Catholicism related to Jansenism, the refusal 

of some Roman Catholics in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland to accept 
definitions of papal authority by the First Vatican Council in 1870, and a 
movement among some US Polish Roman Catholics at the turn of this century which 
resulted in the establishment of the Scranton (Pennsylvania)-based Polish 
National Catholic Church. Since 1931, Old Catholicism and Anglicanism have 
been in full communion. The next quadrennial International Old Catholic 
Congress is scheduled for 7-11 September in Vienna. 


EPS 


US CHURCHES COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
HEARS SOME CRITICS Service: 82.04.52 


New York (EPS) - The [US] National Council of Churches invited two of its 
vocal critics for a public exchange of views at a special luncheon program 
at its headquarters here. 


Lutheran pastor-commentator Richard John Neuhaus said the NCC has become an 
"agency not of reconciliation but of alienation. Ecumenism is tested not by 
relating to the like-minded but by reaching out to those with whom we disagree”. 
He said an NCC "obsession with the allegedly systemic and inherent injustices 
of America at home and abroad precludes the affirmative, even patriotic, 

vision that is required if critical judgment is to be meaningful and ef fective". 
He added that "for many Christians the actual state of fellowship is 

determined more by what one thinks of Ronald Reagan than by what one thinks 

of God". 


Methodist minister-evangelist Edmund Robb critiqued the NCC as "overwhelmingly 
leftist" with few internal dissenting voices, and a "tone and style ... often 
adversarial and arrogant". He called for "profound change" in "mainline 
denominations and their agencies" and suggested they include "active 
participation of evangelicals and moderates", firm opposition to oppression 
"both of the right and the left" and a more theological perspective to 
statements. 


In reply, Methodist area bishop James Armstrong, NCC president, called a 
document ("Christianity and Democracy") endorsed by Neuhaus and Robb a 
"carefully crafted endorsement of the major premises of the Reagan 
administration's foreign policy". He denied the NCC fails to criticize 
left-wing governments, citing recent NCC statements on Afghanistan and Poland. 


Reformed Church in America General Secretary Arie Brouwer, member of the NCC 
executive committee, said he is "amazed and appalled" by the document’s 
"unethical style... argument by implication, innuendo, and insinuation" and 
faulted its premise that "Christians must be unapologetically anti-Communist". 
Brouwer said that "Christians should oppose Communism. But that is not at 
all the same as saying that Christians must be anti-Communist. We Christians 
should not allow ourselves to be defined by our opponents in terms of what 

we are against". 


EPS 


JAPAN CHURCHES COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
OPPOSES WAR-DEAD PLAN Service:82.04.53 


Tokyo (EPS) - The 28th general assembly of the National Christian Council of 
Japan has voted opposition to a government proposal to set 15 August as an 
annual day to mourn the country's war dead. It called it "a means of 
encouraging preparation for war" [related items, EPS 82.03.53, 82.03.73]. 


Another assembly resolution supports rights of aliens, particularly Koreans, 
in the country. The assembly approved a peace appeal to its member 
denominations and church organizations, and establishment of a Centre for 
Christian Response to Asian Issues. 


NCCJ membership includes United, Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist and other 
denominations and organizations. About one percent of the country's 


population is considered Christian. ra 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.04.54-60 


82.04.54: US Bapttst-abortton 

The general board of the American Baptist Churches has affirmed abortion as 

a "matter of responsible personal decision". It calls the "human embryo... 
the physical beginning of a life which through a God-given process of 
development becomes a person. Choosing to terminate this development process 
is a crucial decision to be made only when all other possible alternatives 
will lead to a greater destruction of human life and spirit’ Ittadds that 
"abortion may be viewed as bringing mercy to an extraordinarily difficult 
situation when pregnancy is due to rape or incest or when the physical or 
mental health of the women or fetus is gravely threatened". 


82.04.55: Duteh RC-educatton 
The Roman Catholic bishops of the Netherlands have urged retention of 
religion instruction in Dutch schools - a minimum of an hour per week. 


82.04.56: Land-divorce-peace 
The church in society office of the American Lutheran Church is recommending 


ALC convention approval in September of a statement on land and another on 
marriage/divorce/remarriage. The first calls land both gift and trust from 
God, and offers suggestions for individuals, the church, and government to 
bring about more effective and equitable land use. The second says that 

"if after careful consideration the marriage relationship is deemed be yond 
repair, and the effects of continuing marriage to be more destructive of the 
welfare of persons than divorce, the decision for divorce may be recognized 
as a responsible choice, the lesser of several evils in a fallen world". 

The convention is also being asked to approve a five-year ALC emphasis on 
peacemaking. 


82.04.57: Church-postage 
The information committee of the 32-denomination [US] National Council of 


Churches has voiced "alarm" at recent US postal-rate increases which "seriously 
will erode the ability of churches and other voluntary agencies to perform 
their tasks at the same time they are being asked by government to pick up a 
larger share in domestic social welfare programs". 


82.04.58: Namtbta-German 
Landesprobst Paul Kauffenstein, head of the German Evangelical Lutheran 


Church [in Namibia], says he does not support all the concerns raised by a 
delegation from the Council of Churches in Namibia which met South African 
Prime Minister P.W. Botha in February [EPS 82.03.29]. His denomination is a 
council member. ; 


82.04.59: Egypt-Mennontte ; 
Egypt has decided the US-based Mennonite Central Committee should leave the 


north Sinai area where it has worked since the 1979 Israeli pullback. MCC 
Middle East secretary Paul Myers said "there has been no charge against us 
at all" by the government. He said the agency may have been confused with 
the American Missionary Society by Egyptian authorities opposed to proselytizing. 


82.04.60: Iconoclast Nthtlists 


A home-made time bomb exploded in the Eastern Orthodox cathedral in Athens 
extensively damaging icons there [12 March]. "Iconoclast Nihilists", a 
generally unknown organization, took responsibility for the blast. Iconoclasts 
Oppose Christian use of images (icons). 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.04.61-67 


82.04.61: Asta Sunday 


The Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia has distributed materials for 
the annual observance of Asia Sunday, 23 May this year. Its membership of 110 
denominations and national councils of churches counts 40 million Christians 
in Australia, New Zealand, Bangladesh, Burma, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan, and Laos. The CCA has also announced a search for Asian 
Christmas and Easter plays translated inot English. 


82.04.62: Nestlé-WHO 
The decision announced by Nestlé, the world's major infant-formula supplier, 


to comply with the World Health Organization code for marketing breastmilk 
substitutes has been praised by General Secretary Claire Randall of the [US] 
National Council of Churches, though she said "serious study" is needed to 
determine "whether it sufficiently follows the specific provisions" of the 
WHO code. 


82.04.63: Chureh-US budget 


An Easter Week Budget Mobilization has been announced in the US. Plan 
involves delegations of church people meeting with 39 Congress members this 
month to voice "deep concern about the fate of poor people under the proposed 
[US] budget". The 39 are considered important swing votes on budget issues. 


82.04.64: Egypt-release 
A new round of political detainees released in Egypt includes 20 members of 


the country's Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church, among them a bishop and five 
priests [earlier stories, EPS 82.03.40, 1981 EPS No.25, p.3]. 


82.04.65: Graham-USSR 
US Evangelist Billy Graham has announced he will attend part of a world 


conference of "religious workers for saving the sacred gift of life from 
nuclear catastrophe", convened by Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia, 
head of the Russian Orthodox Church next month. Graham said the patriarch's 
invitation represents an opportunity to "proclaim the gospel" and that he 
would go as an observer. 


82.04.66: Afrtca-delegatton 
A delegation from the All Africa Conference of Churches and the Namibia and 


South Africa councils of churches has begun a three-week tour to meet church, 
government, and media representatives in Switzerland, Sweden, UK, France, 
Netherlands, Canada, and US. AACC General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa said 
purpose of the trip is to share an African church view “about the shift of 
policy vis-a-vis South Africa" by such countries as the US and France. 


82.04.67: Indta-caste 
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has condemned a "castementality both 


within the church and outside". The bishops call it intolerable that caste 
should be a factor in parish council membership or church appointments, and 
urge government action to "put an end to the continued discrimination against 
Christians of scheduled caste origin in the matter of reservations and job 
opportunities". One bishop, Patrick D'Souza of Varanasi, suggested the 
baptismal rite should include the question, "Do you renounce caste?" [Earlier 
items EPS 82.04.27, and 1981 EPS No.25, p.10]. 


ECUPOINTS: News: in Brief fromChurchand Secular Sources EPS:82.04.68-75 


82.04.68: Reformed-ordination 


The Reformed Church in America's theological commission is recommending to the 
RCA general synod in June that it approve a policy whereby elders and deacons 
ordained under the auspices of other denominations not be reordained if 
elected to a Reformed consistory. 


82.04.69: Australta-S. Africa 

The Australian Council of Churches has begun a monthly Southern Africa News 
service for interested Australian church people. Purpose, says ACC information 
officer Russell Rollason, is to "assist the Australian church to know about 

and understand the situation in southern Africa so that the churches here may 


offer prayer and Christian solidarity... and... become a stronger voice for 
peaceful change" there. 


82.04.70: US/Salvador-crittcism 

The council of the Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches and the foreign 
relations council of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway have criticized US 
policy in El Salvador. The Australian Council of Churches has critized 
Australian government support for US policy. 


82.04.71: Bishops-nuc lear 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Strasbourg (France), Basle (Switzerland) and 
Freiburg (FRG) have issued guidelines for Christian participation in debates 
about the role of nuclear energy in the region which includes parts of their 
dioceses. 


82.04.72: Kenya-immoraltty 

John Gatu, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, has condemned 
sexual immorality and corruption among Kenyans. Addressing an ecumenical 
prayer rally in Nairobi's city stadium he said "most Kenyans have made beer, 
prostitution, and money into gods. Prostitution and corruption has become 
routine to most Kenyans, particularly some of those in high office". 
82.04.73: Chureh-state p a : : 

Chile's Roman Catholic leader, Raoul Silva Henriquez, cardinal-archbishop of 
Santiago, says the government is precipitating a "great moral crisis" in the 
country. Chile's interior minister, Sergio Fernandez, says in reply that the 
government "does not wish to get into polemics" with the church. In another 
Latin American church-state situation, the Nicaragua government has sent a 
delegation to Rome to discuss the possible sending of a special papal 
representative to help mediate differences between the Sandinista government 
and the country's Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


82.04.74: Salvatton-leader ‘ . 
The London-based international Salvation Army has a new second-in-command 


and chief administrator. Gaughey Gauntlett, 61, has been territorial 
commander for Switzerland and Austria. He succeeds retiring chief of staff 
Stanley Cottrill. 


82.04.75: Hungary-base 

Hungary's Roman Catholic bishops have condemned the views of Gyorgyi Bulanyi, 
a priest leader of unofficial Roman Catholic "base communities". The bishops 
‘say he and those agreeing with him have caused trouble among the faithful 
and are a serious menace to church unity because of their views about the 
hierarchy, conscientious objection, and poverty. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.04. 76-82 


82.04.76: Templeton prize 
US Evangelist Billy Graham is to receive the US$ 200,000 Templeton Prize for 
Progress in Religion in London 11 May. In announcing the award, the Templeton 
Foundation said Graham's work has influenced "literally millions" around the 
world and his "determination to involve the statesmen of the world in 
evangelism has left an indelible mark on Christian history". 


82.04.77: Canada-festival 

A Canadian version of the German Kirchentage ("Church Days") is planned for 

20-24 May in Ottawa. This first Christian Festival is to include music, 

drama, lectures, and discussions. Organizing it are Anglican, United, Lutheran, 
Roman Catholic, Baptist, Mennonite, Presbyterian, and Salvationist representatives. 


82.04.78: Methodtst/Lutheran-FRG 

Lutherans and Methodists in the FRG (West Germany) have announced major 
agreement on basic questions of faith at the end of 1980-82 doctrinal talks. 
The dialogue group made a series of recommendations for closer cooperation, 
though the issue of structural unity was not dealt with. 


82.04.79: Ethtopta-trial 

The trial of the president of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church 
Mekane Jesus and 25 other church workers was delayed a second time following 
a session 22 February. The case is related to regulations governing 
permission for holding church meetings. 


82.04.80: Braztl-land reform 

The Brazilian government and a Roman Catholic-Lutheran committee are at odds 
about a government land reform proposal. The government says it's 
"revolutionary", but the Roman Catholic bishop who chairs the Commissaro 
Pastoral da Terra says it has "no social implications" and would aid only 

five percent of the country's two million poorest peasant families (posseiros). 
The committee says about 230,000 of the families (about a million people) are 
now threatened with expulsion from their land in disputes with large landowners, 
government, and foreign authorities which claimed more than 100 lives in 1980-81. 


82.04.81: Norway-USSR 

The chairperson of the foreign affairs committee of the Storting (Norway's 
parliament) says the [Lutheran]Church of Norway should not act differently than 
the Storting and the Norwegian trade union federation which have cancelled 
visits to the Soviet Union in reaction to the situation in Poland. The church 
has announced that after six years of planning and postponements, an official 
visit to the Russian Orthodox Church is expected for the last half of this 
year. "We consider it important that the churches keep their channels open, 
even when the international climate freezes", said Carl Traaen, general 
secretary of the church's foreign relations council. 


82.04.82: US-church schools 

The president of the Methodist-related University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, 
Washington, says US church-related colleges, subject to rising inflation, 
declining gifts, and federal cutbacks, must persuade parents and the church 
to assume more of the schools' costs. Philip Phibbs is also the new chair- 
person of the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, 
which groups more than 800 private and independent schools. 
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Among ttems projected for EPS 49/14 ts the first of an 
oeecastonal sertes, ECUPAST: News from 25 Years Ago as 


Reflected in EPS. 


Thomas Hartley Dorrts 
Edttor 


CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE URGED Service: 82.04.83 


Colombo (EPS) - A meeting here [30 March-1 April] of about 60 Christians and 
Muslims from nearly 40 countries has recommended creation of a joint standing 
committee to "promote future dialogue and cooperation". 


To be set up by the sponsoring organizations, the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches and the Karachi-based World Muslim Congress, the committee would 
be open also to participation from Roman Catholic and other international 
Islamic representatives. Areas suggested for study include "religious law 
and life", "the role of the state", and "human and religious rights". 


It was also suggested that the committee identify and try to "redress obstacles 
and difficulties to understanding and cooperation" and examine "possibilities 
for [Christian-Muslim] practical action" related to "full human development 

in the context of justice". 


The conference also made recommendations related to refugees and minorities, 
including a call for recognition of refugees’ rights to return to their 
homeland with guaranteed rights. "It was reaffirmed", a conference report 
says, "that services to refugees should not serve as a means for conversion 
or proselytism and should be made available without discrimination". 


Noting that Christians and Muslims are found both as majorities and minorities 
in various countries, the conference said "people should be enabled to live 
according to the teachings of their faith with a right to perpetuate their 
community and with full freedom of worship. Serious violations of the 
fundamental human rights of religious minorities persist in many countries", 

it said, "and should be tackled by the joint standing committee... Appropriate 
safeguards should be sought for minorities' needs in administering marriage, 
divorce, inheritance, and charitable trusts". 


[An excerpt from one of the conference presentations appears as EPS 82.04.109]. 


EPS 
CHURCH BUDGET Ecumenical Press 
CUTS REVIEWED Service: 82.04.84 


Oslo (EPS) - When the Norwegian government wanted to save NK 300 million, it 
decided that the established Lutheran church would have to share in the 
budget reductions. So the government church and education ministry told the 
Church of Norway's 10 bishops to cut expenses by, among other things, kee ping 
pastoral posts vacant longer, scheduling all ordinations in cathedrals, and 
requiring parish pastors, whose hours worked weekly are considerably above 
the Norwegian average, to fill in for their colleagues on vacation. 


The proposals led to considerable church outcry, including from the country's 
pastors' association. So, reports the Christian daily Vartland, government 
church-affairs minister Tore Austad has announced that it is "very clear 


that we will be making major adjustments in the proposed spending reductions 
as they relate to the church". 


On another matter, pastors' association chairperson Ola Rypdal Says a decrease 
in the willingness of pastors to serve in remote areas does not necessarily 
mean they are less dedicated. "We must keep in mind that pastors' family 
Situation has radically changed", Rypdal observes. "There is now a far 
stronger wish among pastors' spouses to keep their jobs too. In remote 

areas, possibilities for this are considerably less". 


EPS 


CONFERENCE APPEALS ON Ecumenical Press 
UN DISARMAMENT SESSION Service: 82.04.85 


Geneva (EPS) - Representatives from 200 church and other organizations 

met in Geneva [31 March-2 April] and demanded the nuclear-weapons states 
take concrete steps to reduce and abolish their arms in connection with the 
UN's Second Special Session on Disarmament (SSD2) beginning in June. 


In his keynote address, 93-year-old UK statesman, Philip Noel-Baker, 
participant in a 1932 world disarmament conference, said "Mankind confronts 
a choice, disarmament or annihilation". 


At the First Special Session on Disarmament (SSD1), in 1978, UN member nations 
said the arms race "far from helping to strengthen international security, on 
the contrary weakens it" by contributing to the danger of war, and also robs 
developing countries of badly needed funds to raise their living standards. 

At that conference countries pledged to negotiate to reduce nuclear weapons. 


However in the four years since then, instead of diminishing, stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons have grown substantially. R.J. Rajkumar of the international 
Roman Catholic organization, Pax Romana, said the biggest drawback of SSDI 

was the lack of political will to create a UN monitoring body to verify 
countries' compliance with weapons-reductions pledges. He noted the important 
role such bodies have played in UN efforts to stop human rights abuses and 
protect refugees. 


Theme of the conference was "world public opinion and SSD2". It was presided 
over by World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter; other 
international church organizations listed as sending representatives included 
the Christian Peace Conference, Conference of European Churches, Lutheran 

World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, World Student Christian 
Federation, World Alliances of YM and YWCAs, Baptist World Alliance, and 

Pay Christi. Altogether, representatives from 85 international and 127 
national organizations and movements for peace and disarmament from 47 countries 
were reported present. 


The conference's five-point appeal urges SSD2 to "heed the growing voice of 
sanity against nuclear self-destruction". Although there was general agreement 
on most points, there was considerable debate about a proposed endorsement of 
the right of peace activities in various societies to take positions opposed 

to government policy. It was finally agreed by consensus to include language 
that "governments must recognize the public critics of their policies which 
counter the conclusions of SSD1 and SSD2". 


Also at the conference, an ad hoc group of women from various organizations 
present issued a "call to the women of the world" to, among other things, 
continue to take "matters into their own hands" and engage in "imaginative 
actions for peace and disarmament". 


[Texts of the conference appeal and the women's call are available to 
journalists on request]. 


Burten Bellag (Geneva-based jeurnalist) 


EPS 


"COMMON UNDERSTANDING! Ecumenical Press 


SEEN ON CHURCH UNITY Service:82.04.86 
Ariccia, Italy (EPS) - "The Roman Catholic Church and the member churches of 


the World Council of Churches share in the one ecumenical movement and are 
guided by an increasingly common understanding of the goal of visible church 
unity: That is a conclusion of the WCC-RCC Joint Working Group at its 
annual meeting, here, near Rome [29 March-2 April]. 


The JWG statement emphasized that "visible, realistic steps are being found for 
growing together in the service of unity and mission". Nonetheless, it noted 

that difficulties are caused by major WCC-RCC structural differences - one a 
council of about 300 churches in more than 100 countries, the other a worldwide church. 


The 16-person JWG was set up in 1965 to develop, coordinate, and assess WCC- 
RCC ecumenical collaboration. This meeting was co-chaired by Argentine 
Methodist theologian José Miguez-Bonino, one of the six WCC presidents, and 
Vatican Christian unity secretariat vice president Ramon Torrella Cascante, 
titular bishop of Minvervino Murge. 


Chief agenda item for the JWG was completion of its fifth report, assessing 
the ecumenical situation since its 1975 report. Among other things, according 
to the JWG statement, its report “emphasizes that the search for the unity of 
the church cannot be separated from the struggle for peace and social justice. 


Among areas of ongoing collaboration, the JWG report notes the joint staff 

consultative group for social thought and action, formed in 1981, following 
the dissolution at the end of 1980 of SODEPAX, a WCC-RCC agency which dealt 
with social, development, and peace issues. 


It also refers to RCC participation in the WCC faith and order commission, 
cooperation in mission and evangelism and dialogue with people of other faiths, 
and jointly-sponsored annual week of prayer for Christian unity, and the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, which includes Roman Catholic 
students and tutors in its annual graduate school. Twenty official RCC 
delegate-observers are expected at the mid-1983 WCC assembly, in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. The JWG statement describes the assembly, the sixth 
since the WCC was formed in Amsterdam in 1948, as "an occasion for all churches 
to celebrate the ecumenical movement and to renew their ecumenical commitment". 


The JWG report also singles out for future study the role of national and 
regional, international councils of churches in relation to ecumenism, and 
"ecumenical formation and learning", that is, "the deepening of ecumenical 
consciousness and... identification of visible, realistic steps which can be 
taken together", including, thus, more JWG attention to "local ecumenical 
initiatives". 


[The full text of the JWG statement is available to journalists on request]. 


EPS 


VATICAN CAUTIONS ON Ecumenical Press 
RC-~ANGLICAN REPORT Service: 82.04.87 


Rome (EPS) - The head of the Vatican's doctrine unit has written to the Roman 
Catholic co-chair of the official international Anglican-Roman Catholic 
dialogue group (ARCIC) expressing the view that "it is not yet possible to 
affirm that a really substantial agreement has been reached in all the 
questions'' ARCIC studied. 


The letter from Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, went to Alan Clark, Roman Catholic bishop of East Anglia. 
Ratzinger called the ARCIC report [EPS 82.04.49, 82.03.84], which suggests 
much theological consensus on such traditionally divisive questions as papal 
primacy and infallibility, ordained ministry, and eucharistic doctrine "an 
important ecumenical event" 


But, he said, "there are various points, held as dogma by the Catholic Church, 
which cannot be accepted as such, or are in a position of being accepted only 
in part, by our brethren of the Anglican Church. Moreover, some formulations 
in the ARCIC report can be given divergent interpretations, while others do 
not seem readily reconciled with Catholic doctrine" 


Finally, the cardinal wrote, questions other than those considered by ARCIC 


during its 12 years "must be examined... in order to come to a definitive 
agreement capable of guaranteeing a true reconciliation". 

EPS 
BRITONS POLLED Ecumenical Press 
ON CHURCH UNITY Service: 82.04.88 


London (EPS) - With the release of the ARCIC document on closer Roman Catholic- 
Anglican relations [EPS 82.03.84, 82.04.49, 82.04.87] and the votes scheduled 
later this year on a covenant among England's Anglican, Methodist, United 
Reformed, and Moravian denominations as a step towards greater unity among 
them, a new UK Gallup Poll finds a majority (55 per cent) expecting the 
churches to remain more or less as they are in terms of their relationships. 


The poll was commissioned by the Roman Catholic weekly, Universe. The survey 
says about the same proportion favour Roman-Anglican, and Free Church- 

Anglican unity (44 and 45 percent). Against are 22 and 14 percent respectively; 
indifferent 28 and 30 percent. Among church members, Anglicans were least 
likely to favour either unity course - 43 percent favouring moves towards 

the Free Churches, 41 percent towards Rome. 


One disputed point is how Anglican moves in one direction would affect its 
relations in the other. Speaking at Newcastle-upon-Tyne to the annual 
meeting of the Free Church Federal Council [24 March], the leader of England's 
and Wales' Roman Catholics welcomed the covenanting principle but voiced 
"considerable hesitation" about the proposed means to reconcile the 
denominations’ ministries. 


Westminster cardinal-archbishop Basil Hume asked, "If the liturgy for the 
reconciling of ministers is explicitly not considered to be an ordination 
to the presbyterate, then the question must be asked: Does the ceremony 
of reconciliation achieve its desired purpose?" 


Last February England's Anglican primate, Robert Runcie, said he considers 
himself among a minority who thinks progress in the two directions is not 
mutually exclusive [EPS 82.03.10]. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.04.89-93 


82.04.89: Japan-covenant 

A proposal for a covenant between the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) 
and the Korean Christian Church in Japan was recently referred to districts 
and congregations by the Kyodan executive committee. It also continued a 
discussion of the situation caused by long-standing disagreements within the 
denomination about its process for certifying ministerial candidates. 


82.04.90: UK-certme/race 

A statement from the British Council of Churches race-relations-unit board 
says ''publishing ethnic statistics related only to violent crime alienates 

the very people from whom the police needs support in upholding the law". 
Recently, for the first time, some official British crime statistics included 
data about the race of those accused. "The statistics are likely to be seized 
upon by those who wish to stir up racial hatred", adds the statement. "The 
headlines that have appeared in some newspapers will alarm people with no 
experience of multiracial communities by giving an entirely false picture" 

of them. It calls it a "sign of disease in our society that the very limited 
and selective statistics... have been given more attention than... information 
on racial disadvantage". 


82.04.91: GDR-Luther 

With both church and state in the GDR (East Germany) preparing for the 500th 
anniversary of Martin Luther's birth in November 1983, Helmut Zeddies, general 
secretary of the GDR national committee of the Lutheran World Federation, says 
the church realizes Luther's influence extends beyond church and theology, but 
also "we want to see to it that this honouring of Martin Luther is done in an 
appropriate way". Zeddies notes that the church theme for the observance is 
"to fear, love, and trust God above all things", a quotation from Luther's 
Small Catechism. GDR Professor Horst Bartel says the state sees Luther as a 
man who "triggered one of the most important revolutionary movements in the 
transitional period between feudalism and capitalism". 


82.04.92: Jasus-soap 

The World Association for Christian Communication reports that distribution of 
a radio soap opera about the life of Jesus, Un Tal Jesus (A Certain Jesus) 

has been blocked following a campaign of letters, news conferences, and articles 
by the Rome-based Commission for Latin America and the Bogota-based Latin 
American conference of Roman Catholic bishops (CELAM). The 144 14-minute 
episodes depict Jesus as a simple man from the country who identifies with the 
suffering. It was produced by the FRG-based Servicio Radiofonico Para 

America Latina. 


82.04.93: Pact fie-nuclear | 
Halfway through a half-year journey protesting the proposed deployment of the 


US Trident nuclear submarine Ohio in the Pacific Ocean, a 54-foot yacht, the 
"Pacific Peacemaker", has been rammed and badly damaged by a French police 
vessel. The yacht is reported heading for Papeete, Tahiti, for an estimated 
NZ$ 15,000 in repairs. The Pacific Conference of Churches, [New Zealand] 
National Council of Churches, and Australian Council of Churches are among 
the church and peace groups supporting the Peacemaker, whose goal by mid-year 
is the Trident base near Seattle, Washington, US. [It is part of a campaign 
against nuclearization of the Pacific, which also includes a PCC poster contest. 
The winner includes the message, "If it is safe, dump it in Tokyo, test it in 
Paris, store it in Washington, but keep my Pacific nuclear free" [related 
item 82.03.25]. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.04.94-99 


62, 04,.94:, BLpLe—ATtrgca 
Milton Belete, Africa regional secretary for United Bible Societies, said in 


Nairobi that African Christians need to support Bible translation, printing, 
and distribution on the continent more than currently. He estimated 10 per 
cent of the funds for such efforts in Africa are raised there. He noted that 
only two of the continent's 26 Bible Societies (Nigeria, South Africa) are 
self-supporting. 


82.04.95: Soctaltst-women 
Christian women should not be ignorant or indifferent, secluded in a small 


world of their own. They should assume responsibilities and be fully engaged 
in all important contemprary issues. So says a communiqué issued by a 
Conference of Women of European Socialist Countries-hosted by the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in Hungary. 


82.04.96: Norway-Lutheran/RC 


After three years, the Norwegian Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue group has 
released a statement on the eucharist, reflecting what the [Lutheran] Church 
of Norway Information Service calls "considerable agreement''. Remaining 
disagreements noted include the way in which to describe and the duration of 
the presence of Christ in the sacramental elements, and some aspects of the 
concept of sacrifice as related to the Lord's Supper. Basis for the group's 
reflection was that 1978 international Lutheran-Roman dialogue commission 
statement on holy communion. 


82.04.97: Central Amertea 
A report on the Roman Catholic Church in El Salvador by the conference of 


Latin American Roman Catholic bishops (CELAM) describes it as profoundly 
divided on political and social questions related to the continuing civil war 
there. In neighbouring Guatemala, the Roman Catholic primate, Mario Casariego, 
cardinal archbishop of Guatemala City, says the Roman Catholic church in that 
country is inclined to cooperate with the military government which took power 
last month. 


82.04.98: Disetples—cht ldren 


Children in the [US] Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) ranked lowest in 

a survey among various denominations in terms of their sense of belonging to 
the church. A CCDC symposium on children was told that with baptism understood 
as making one a church member, and the Disciples practice of generally not 
baptizing infants and young children, the denomination has "not succeeded in 
giving our children status within the congregation". Some suggested unbaptized 
children should be allowed to eat the bread and wine of communion, but others 
said that "goes against the grain of dominant practice" among Christians and 
would "create serious obstacles to continuing ecumenical relationships". 


82.04.99: Kenya-prayers 
Some members of the Kenya parliament are complaining that prayers offered by 


religious leaders before its opening last month were a bit too long. In reply, 
speaker Fred Mati said it is difficult to control some things, especially 
prayers, and that some people think that unless one prays for an hour, God 

does not hear. One government minister said the religious leaders should be 
told to limit their prayers to a minute. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.04. 100-106 


82.04.100: Lutheran/Orthodox 
The subcommission of the official international Lutheran-Eastern Orthodox 


dialogue commission has approved four preliminary texts for the commission's 
second meeting, the first part of next year. They cover "Holy Trinity and 
Church", "The Church in History", "The Marks of the Church" and "Participation 
in the Mystery of the Church". The commission first met in mid-1981. Main 
dialogue theme is "Participation in the Mystery of the Church". 


82.04.101: Denmark-aborttion 
Copenhagen Bishop Ole Bertelsen, primate of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 


in Denmark,asks in a recent newspaper article why abortion opponents aren't 
more vigorous given the country's 24,000 abortions each year. The church's 
information service reports other bishops have supported Bertelsen since his 
article appeared. 


82.04.102: US-sanetuary 
Six congregations in different parts of the US have announced they are places 


of sanctuary for El Salvador refugees seeking asylum in the US. The six said 
they are taking a public stand to draw attention to the moral issues involved, 
while other congregations continue such activities quietly. The granting of 
Sanctuary — a practice in which a person can traditionally claim exemption from 
Some civil laws because of church protection - has no clear US legal status. 
The congregations involved include two Lutheran, two Unitarian-Universalist, 

a Reformed (Presbyterian), and a Community Bible church. 


82.04.103: \ US-Hatttans 
The board of the programme agency of the United Presbyterian Church in the 


USA has urged UPC members and congregations to urge the US government to 
exercise its discretionary authority to release all Haitian refugees to 
Sponsors. Currently, an estimated 2,500 Haitian refugees are held in 17 
detention centres, subject to US legal action against their entry into the 
country. 


82.04.104: Canada-misstles 
The social affairs commission of the conference of Canadian Roman Catholic 


bishops has told the Trudeau government it is "troubled" by ''your decision to 
authorize the US to use Canadian territory to test the Cruise missile". 


82.04.105: Europe-dtsarmament 
The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches reports a five-day consultation 


in Bucharest [22-26 March] urged European churches to "support all initiatives 
in favour of a unilateral disarmament which could contribute to détente and 
security in Europe and in the world". Theme of the gathering of 60 church 
delegates from 19 countries was "The Groaning of the Creation - European 
Christians in Quest of Their Responsibility Today". It was the first 
consultation in a new CEC study programme elaborated in March 1981. [An 
excerpt from one of the presentations appears as EPS B2704. Hiepy 


82.04.106: Africa-refugees , 
General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference 


of Churches has condemned the silence of the Organization of African Unity on 
the situation of minorities. He told an AACC-sponsored meeting on refugees 

that great violations of human rights on the continent have lead to a generation 
of millions of refugees. He also said developed countries should pay more 
attention to the refugee situation in Africa "where half of the total refugees 
in the world are being housed". 


ECUVIEW: 'Mobilizing World Opinion on Disarmament" EPS: 82.04.107 


This ts an edited excerpt from an address by World Counctl of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter. 
He presided over a conference 31 March-2 April in Geneva, on world publte opinton and the second 
UN spectal sesston on dtsarmament [EPS 82.04.85]. 


It is ... enheartening that in recent months there has been a wave of mass demonstrations, largely 
stimulated by young people and women, against the nuclear threat. These demonstrations, together with 
an increasing number of conferences and publications, demonstrate an emerging moral consensus. This 
moral consensus represents a common quest for the survival of the human race. It is a collective 
effort to dismantle the "do-it-yourself doomsday" kit and to loosen the nuclear trip-wire. It is an 
active refusal to accept the preposterous proposition that nuclear war, or any war, is inevitable or 
that disarmament is a mirage. 


At the same time, it attests to a growing impatience and disillusionment with the failure to achieve 
results in arms control and disarmament negotiations. Behind this militant impatience and disillusionment 
lies the desperate plea to governments to stop and reverse the race to oblivion. It is an invitation to 
work together to save planet earth for future generations. ; 


This growing voice of sanity against nuclear self-destruction has involved literally every sector of 
society, and has persuaded personalities in governments, the military establishment and the scientific 
and medical professions to join the struggle for peace. But that is not, enough, though it is a hopeful 
sign. World public opinion is still not sufficiently mobilized to force governments to stop pursuing 
horrible nuclear confrontation and from participating directly or indirectly in conventional wars. 


We must therefore ask ourselves: What are the major obstacles to mobilizing effective public opinion 
against nuclear war and the arms race and for disarmament? What is to be done about it, particularly 
by non-governmental organizations and movements for peace? ... 


First, the most serious obstacle to mobilizing people for disarmament and peace is the massive mistrust 
which exists and which is perpetuated between nations and peoples. Over the years there has been an 
ideological brainwashing, fuelled by propaganda and tendentious information constantly rammed into 
people's consciousness through the mass media. Strong enemy projections are made which create feelings 
of fear and hatred and so inhibit rational discussion. 


In such an atmosphere, it becomes easy to puruse armament policies such as Mutually Assured Destruction 
(which is appropriately "MAD"), first strike capability, etc., even when we know that once a war starts 
there is no possibility of stopping what it might become - a war to end wars because there will be no 
one left to fight. Why should we be placed in the situation where we seek to kill each other rather 
than live with each other? 


The most important issue to which we need to address ourselves is this psychopathology of mistrust, 
fear. and hatred which grips us all at present. Our most crucial task is to use every nerve of wit 

and will to promote an atmosphere of trust - the willingness to recognize our common humanity in our 
differences of race, culture or ideology and to be more open and honest with each other over what 
divides and prevents us from having a sense of security. We shall therefore have to seek all the 
means we can find to establish possibilities of contact between peoples in mutual respect. The press 
and other mass media have an awesome responsibility in breaking down the present almost insurmountable 
barriers of mistrust, and in opening up possibilities of mutual understanding. 


Secondly we must do all we can to dispel the prevailing attitude that people can do nothing about the 
arms race and disarmament. Whether deliberately or not, confusion has been created around the issues 
of armaments, especially nuclear armaments. People do not understand what is happening and therefore 
give up in fatalistic despair and leave it to the so-called experts... 


I believe we know enough now about nuclear and other arms and their effects to enable people to under- 
stand in clear terms what the options are. A determined imaginative effort of information, education 
and discussion on all levels, including that of experts themselves, needs to be undertaken everywhere 
to remove the myths surrounding the arms race and to indicate the realities facing humanity today. 


Thirdly, people have not adequately perceived that we live in one interdependent world, and that the 
arms race is directly related to the power relations of rich and power between and within nations, and 
to the violation of political and individual as well as social and economic rights. While people in 
the North are rightly protesting vigorously against the continued development of nuclear arms and their 
possible use, they may tend to forget that their nations are involved in selling or providing arms to 
various military and other oligarchic régimes in the South. 


For example, what is happening now in Central America is directly related to the deadlock in which the 
super-powers and their allies find themselves. And what is happening in Central America has to do with 
economic, social and race oppression. Moreover, in order to protect and further economic and political 
interests, there is an increasing militarization of society in the developing countries which stiffle 
public expression of opinion and the demand for political and social justice... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church Union: Some Lessons" EPS: 82.04.108 


This ts an edited excerpt of a report during the 20th anniversary plenary meeting of the [US] Consultation 
on Church Union [EPS 82.04.06] by Michael Kinnamon, an executive secretary of the Fatth and Order 
Commtsston, part of the Geneva-based World Counetl of Churches. Kinnamon's references to Colombo are 

to last November's fourth world Consultation of Untted and Untting Churches, held in the capttal of 

Srt Lanka [1981 EPS No. 33, page 4]. 


Some of the lessons from recent unions May strike you, at first glance, as obvious -- but there is no 
doubt in my mind that they need repeating. First, the theme from Colombo —- "Growing Towards Consensus 
and Commitment" -- points towards an ingredient more essential to church union than theological agreement, 
namely genuine trust and commitment between and among the churches. The major achievement of last 
September's union of the United Reformed Church in England and Wales (itself a union of Presbyterian 

and Congregational Churches in 1972) with the Majority of the Churches of Christ was the uniting of 

infant and believers baptism in one church. That union was not based on traditional theological 
consensus, but on what the URC calls "the integrity of a mutual recognition of well-grounded convictions". 


Lesslie Newbigin has written of this union that "In a sense... the important thing is not consensus but 
thrust. We are sufficiently convinced of the reality of our shared being in Christ that we can trust 
one another even when we have these strongly divergent beliefs and practices on a very fundamental 
matter". This attitude might once have been regarded as unacceptable theological indifference, but 
Colombo argued that some disagreements simply do not warrant church division in this day and age, if 

in fact they ever did. 


It also indicates that, at some point, the emphasis must shift from refinements of the theological 
consensus to the reception of what has been achieved -- to the commitment, in other words, to live as 
one people. Several members of the Churches of Christ in England have told me that the breakthrough 

in their negotiations came at that point when they were convinced that the much larger URC was actually 
willing to enter into serious negotiations with a group as small as they were, even to the point of 
rethinking basic theological and structural issues. At that point of thrust, their previous fears of 
being absorbed began to disappear. 


Elsewhere, churches have had to move more cautiously because the trust has taken longer to build. 
Italy, for example, had a similar negotiation between the tiny Methodist Church and the Waldensians. 
Their union in 1979, however, was not the traditional organic model, but what they call "integration". 
The theological consensus is actually more extensive than that in the British union, and there is a 
council for common decision making at the national level; but the local churches retain the name 
Methodist or Waldensian precisely because of the Methodist fear of absorption. Colombo said, in effect, 
"that's fine", different models are appropriate for different circumstances. But remember 1) that the 
model chosen does give a sign to the world about the level of trust and commitment between churches, 
and 2) that all models are stages on the way to fuller unity. Incidentally, just before leaving Geneva 
I had a conversation with a theologian from Great Britain who said, "The trouble with COCU is evident. 
The American churches aren't really committed to each other in the negotiations". That is clearly a 
view held in many parts of the world. 


There is another lesson closely related to this idea of commitment. Colombo was clear in identifying 
the fear of change, and fear of losing a sense of comfortable identity, as the primary reason for 
Opposition to church union. We need to emphasize, said the Colombo delegates, that a church's identity 
is constantly, inevitably changing -- through encounter with secular culture, through ecumenical 
encounter with other churches, under the impact of historical events, due to scholarly advances, or 
whatever. The question is not whether a church's identity will change, but whether we will choose to 
shape this changing identity in positive ways. In this sense, union can be a time for real enrichment 
of identity, especially if it allows a church to identify itself in new ways with the mission needs of 
its community, region or nation. 


‘A case study in Colombo from the Uniting Church in Australia focussed on what were called "identity- 
shaping events", the most dramatic of which was the arrest of several pastors (soon after union in 1977) 
who protested the government's policy on the handling of Aboriginal land rights. The Church was able to- 
respond with wide-spread support and, as a result, now sees itself (and is seen by others) as being 
firmly committed to the struggle for racial justice. 


The idea that fear is the greatest obstacle to union has obvious implications for programs of education 
for ecumenism. Ghana was our case study in Colombo on the subject. Given the limited financial resources 
of this country, the Church Union Committee has made an incredible effort at education, especially through 
a series of booklets and pamphlets which spell out clearly the plan of union and the resolution of basic 
issues. Union, which was scheduled for 1981, has been postponed, however (perhaps to 1984) precisely 
because there is a need for more ecumenical awareness and commitment at the local level. What Ghana and 
other places have found is that more information about the other churches on the union consensus does not 
really dispell the basic fears. What is needed, in particular, is the personal sharing of experiences, 
particularly by those who are already in united churches... 


Perhaps the major contribution of the Colombo Consultation was the suggestion of a more dynamic under- 
standing of ecumenical growth. The delegates obviously wanted to avoid an all-or-nothing approach to 
unity, an understanding of church union as a one-time achievement -- which is why they affirmed that 
various models of union are not so much structural alternatives as stages at various places along the 
way to fuller unity in Christ. The question to be asked, said Colombo, is not whether this or that is 
a perfect, complete model, but whether this model expresses the level of unity you now experience, or 
are able to work towards, on the way towards an ever fuller embodiment of the Churchs.4 
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ECUVIEW: "Christian-Muslim Cooperation". EPS: 82.04.109 


This ts an edited excerpt from a paper prepared for a consultation tn Colombo, 
30 Mavch-1 April, on ethtes and practices of humanitartan and development 
programmes in terms of Christtan-Muslim cooperation. It was sponsored by 

the World Muslim Congress tn connection with celebrations marking the 15th 
century of the Islamic calendar. A meeting of the Christians present was 
scheduled in Colombo 3-5 April to discuss the issues aristng from the 
consultation. Author of this item ts Henri Teisster, Roman Catholte 
coadjuter archbishop of Algiers. It was translated from the French by the 
WCC language service. 


The declaration of a number of so-called dogmatic truths and events in the 
life of Jesus or in biblical history with the object of baptism and the 
recognition of Jesus as the only Saviour by whom God saves and brings human 
beings home to himself - that is how the 'mission' of Christians to their 
non-Christian neighbours has often been narrowly interpreted. What is left 
out is the Christian view of the 'goal', the final purpose of salvation, 
which is that we should enter into the way of love for God shown us by Jesus 
who came to earth to show us the love of God... 


If we consider the goal and not simply the 'means' of mission, the only thing 
Christians have to share with their brothers and sisters is the secret we 

have learned in Jesus Christ, namely, that human beings are made for love, 

for they have been created in God's image, and God is love. Christian 
commitment in the active service of others, therefore, is the practical 
demonstration of perfect Christian fidelity and the centre of the Christian 
message. To work together to improve the life of our fellow human beings 

- especially the most deprived of them - is to fulfil our Christian calling 
and, as we see it, to help our non-Christian brothers and sisters to fulfil thei 


One of the features of Christian love 'as exemplified by Jesus' is in fact its 
universality. ‘The parable which best illustrates this evangelical Christian 
love is that of the Good Samaritan (Lk.10:29-37). Jesus here chooses a non- 
Jew as the hero of his parable. It is clear, therefore, that from the gospel 
standpoint, love as Jesus shows us love is the real way of faithfulness for 
every human being. 


It is also clear that this evangelical love is, above all, a love which transcer 
the religious, racial, cultural and political frontiers. It is precisely this 
that Jesus' choice of a Samaritan who ‘loves’ a Jew is meant to teach us. The 
Sermon on the Mount identifies this universality as a distinctive feature of 
Christian love: 'If you greet only your kith and kin, what is so unusual about 
thats (Mt. 24 7). 


Commitment to the improvement of the human community, including the case where 
this community is not Christian, is therefore the very core of Christian 
fidelity and the centre of the message we have to share... 


Surely the time has come to determine in future: 

- to unite in showing the Christian and Muslim communities the tremendous 
importance of their common commitment to the tasks of human deve lopment ; 

- to unite in the search for concrete ways and means of facilitating this 
common commitment to human development; 

- to unite in demonstrating to those outside our communities who are also 
struggling for human development that Christians and Muslims wish to be 
partners in all efforts genuinely intended to serve the welfare of humanity; 

- to unite in the struggle against the exploitation of programmes of human 
development and welfare for propaganda purposes and for proselytism. 
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ECUVIEW: "The European Community at 25" EPS: 82.04.110 


This ts an excerpt from a statement by the steering committee of the Rotterdam-based Ecumenical Research 
Exchange, marking the 25th anniversary of the 10-natton European [Economic ]Community. Founded in 1971, 
ERE serves "European Christtan groups, official churches, research bodies, and activist movements 
concerned with justice and peace tssues". 


On the occasion of the 25th birthday of the European Community, the Ecumenical Research Exchange, as an 
instrument of the churches in Europe for peace and development research, wishes to share with you a 
number of concerns which have emerged from its recent work on the evolution of the Community. 


This anniversary coincides with a serious crisis of the Community and its institutions. It is still a 
long way from its originally stated objectives, and there is growing disillusionment with its performance. 


The founding fathers expressed their desire to: 


1) strengthen the unity of their economies and ensure their harmonious development by reducing 
the differences existing between the various regions and the backwardness of the less 
favoured regions 


2) confirm the solidarity which binds Europe and the overseas countries and ensure the 
development of their prosperity 


3) preserve and strengthen peace and liberty by pooling their resources and by calling upon 
the other people of Europe who share their ideal to join in the efforts. 


In this way the Community committed itself to: 


- reduce disparities between its own regions; 

- promote development in the "Third World"; 

- further the cause of peace throughout Europe; and to 
- invite other countries to join in this endeavour. 


A careful evaluation of the performance of the EC after these 25 years reveals the following facts: 


1) there is great economic disparity among the regions of the EC, with the most favoured regions ten 
times richer than the least favoured. By the mid-70's this inequality was greater than when the 
EC was founded. Thus the Community has so far failed to fulfil its promise in this respect. There 
has been large scale migration from the poorer to the richer regions; and it is clear that the 
increasing disparities have played a part in this. The migration has been initiated mainly by 
decisions of controlling economic interests within the rich regions, faced as they have been by 
the need to recruit labour for the least desirable jobs. 


So the EC's regional and social policies, which have been designed to reduce disparities have had 
very limited effect, and while its basic commitment to freer movement of labour has brought some 
improvement to the rights of migrants from within the EC, these improvements have been limited and 
have discriminated against migrants from outside the EC. 


2) In its development policy, the EC has concentrated its efforts on 60 countries in Africa, the 
Carribean and the Pacific which are members of the Lomé Convention. Although this has produced 
a creative model for North-South relations, it has led to a one sided economic development in the 
interests of the European countries and serving their needs for raw materials, investment locations 
and markets, and in the process it has taken for granted the primacy of European economic models 
and morals. 


3a) In preserving peace and eliminating barriers which divide Europe, progress has been made among 
present member countries, notably through political and economic cooperation, easier flow across 
borders and cultural exchange. But Europe does not end at the Elbe. The EC, with its clear option 
for the Western alliance, has helped to reinforce the East-West divide rather than encourage East7 
West dialogue. 


3b) The declared aim of the present policy of southward enlargement is to strengthen young democracies 
in the European South and to contribute to political stability in the Mediterranean basin. However, 
there are signs that it may prove not to be conducive to the cause of peace and liberty in that 
area. It is likely to be faced with growing competition from stronger large scale industries and 
mechanised agriculture in Northern Europe, forcing many people out of traditional jobs and 
encouraging further migration. The sensitive balance of power between East and West in the 
Mediterranean basin may be put in jeopardy, especially since Greek and Spanish admission has been 
linked with membership of NATO. Finally, the West European model of industrial development is 
likely to be imposed upon these countries to the detriment of their own distinctive social and 
cultural identity. 


4) In addition to these failures to achieve its objectives, the EC faces a crisis of its institutions, 
with a powerful Council of Ministers predominantly representing national interests, a Commission 
guided primarily by technical considerations and a Parliament without legislative powers... 


In particular we would ask you to raise the following questions, to which wise answers need to be found. 
1) Do you believe in a renewed effort to achieve the original objectives of the EC? 
2) If so, do you consider that the EC can be reformed in such a way as to achieve them? 


3) Or is it your opinion that the EC is inherently incapable of achieving these objectives? If so, what 
alternative ways of achieving them should we seek to develop? 


4) What are the implications, for the personal lives and public responsibilities of Christian people, 
of the continuing effort in Europe to overcome inequality, to promote development and to secure peace? 


5) Where do you see signs of hope and how can the church follow them?... 
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ECUVIEW: "Towards a New Christian Attitude to the Whole Created World" EPS: °82204.111 


This its an edited excerpt from a presentatton by Giinther Altner, lecturer for Evangelical theology and 
reltgtous instruction at the Eratehungswitssenschaftliche Hochschule in Koblenz, to a consultatton 
sponsored by the Conference of European Churches, 22-26 March, in Bucharest. Conference theme was 
"The Groanitng of the Creation: European Christtans tn Quest of Their Responstbi lity Today" [EPS 82.04. 


In a world which is in all aspects interlocking and is driven dynamically forward, a world in which 
the present at any moment represents the constant transition between past and future, there is no 
longer any room either for the illusion that nature itself can be described and objectively calculated 
in advance. ‘The claim to have an objective picture of the world, which has been dominant since the 
Renaissance, is here relativised: 


1. Time once again flows, not, to be sure, from the eternity of God, as it was felt to do in the 
Middle Ages, but definitely from a source which is demonstrably not at our disposal in respect 
of the future. 


2. With the crisis of survival upon us, we know that humanity is included in the process whereby 
the world comes into being. History is the history of the whole natural world. Scientific 
knowledge is participation in the effecting of this process of becoming. 


3. When the mechanistic picture of the world is relativised, this does not mean that nature is once 
again sacralized. For those who think ecologically, nature is an open system, a delicate process 
of development in the crevice between the past and the future and, as such, not expendable but 
worth protecting. 


The structure of an alternative scientific thought, such as I have described, is not common knowledge 
in the area of science and technology. On the contrary, it is a submerged awareness which has yet to 
establish itself in face of the old traditional ideas and exploitation lobbies. 


Since God is found to be wholly on the side of the created world in Jesus Christ, the gigantic groaning 
of the creation in the ecological crisis can for us only mean judgement and obligation, for it is in 
fact the form in which the Lord who comes in the emerging unity of earth, humanity and universe appears. 
The spirituality of our thought and action is demonstrated not least, therefore, in our growing 
solidarity with those who actively commit themselves to the protection of life. 


The ecology movement in Europe presents a challenge to the progressive interests which up to now have 
been taken for granted. This movement assumes a responsibility which embraces the whole ecosocial 
reality. This brings it into conflict with the vested interests in politics, industry and society. 

It cuts away the foundations of the paradigms of exact science which are still held to be valid today 
and the systems of exploitation based on these paradigms. It unmasks the traditional logic of 
scientific reason and technological development as a form of power and it pleads for gentle alternative. 


If we want to remain faithful to our Christian confession of faith in the Lord of creation, we cannot 
remain neutral in this struggle for a just world which is capable of surviving. This conflict claims 
our commitment whether we live in the East or in the West. The credibility of our Christian attitude 
to the whole of creation will be determined by the way we live and organize our requirements for life 
in science, technology and economics, on how we share, on how we work for equalization between poor 
and rich, the fed and the hungry, and, finally, on how we establish and maintain peace in a world 
threatening to destroy itself by wasteful over-exploitation and a breakneck and excessive piling up 
of armaments. 


The sanctification of the creation does not mean turning back and being hostile to progress. On the 
contrary, the way for us is the way forward. But the way we think and the technical means we choose, 
the way we pursue our production plans, will show whether we understand our inclusion in the process 
whereby the world is accomplished as a transformation with a greater unity in view or, on the contrary, 
persist in the traditional western attitude of ignoring nature and continue therefore to be accomplices 
in the desacralisation of nature by its destruction. The spirituality of our relationship with the 
whole created world depends on our ability to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord, by 
participating in the suffering of the created world with all the pain this will entail for us. 
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The sttuatton tn the Falkland (Malvina) Islands prompts 
statements from churches tn Argentina and WCC General 
Secretary Philtp Potter. They urge negottattons and 
no use of armed force. 


Another stage tn the GDR church-state divergence on peace 
and disarmament approaches ts marked by a Berltn- 
Brandenburg synod document and comments on GDR radto. 


Veteran ecumenteal ftlm and visual artist John Taylor 
dies tn Geneva at 61. Canadian church communtcator 
Rod Booth reflects on hts litfe. 


NEGOTIATE, CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
URGE ARGENTINA, UK Service: 82.04.112 


Geneva (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter has 
urged the churches in Argentina and the UK to "communicate to their respective 
governments the concern of the worldwide ecumenical community and to press 
them to pursue without ceasing the path of negotiation" in connection with 

the current situation in the Falkland (Malvina) Islands. 


Potter's message, to the British Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, and Methodist churches in Argentina, also calls the use of military 
force by either side unacceptable as a way to settle the dispute. 


The WCC telex followed receipt of a cable from representatives of the 
three Argentinian denominations urging the governments of the two countries 

to "refrain from all military action which would endanger precious human lives 
and world peace. Our churches will pray and work without ceasing for a peace- 
ful, just and permanent solution to the dispute, confident in the help of 

God, our Lord". 


At Easter, Pope John Paul urged the two countries to avoid bloodshed. 
The text of the WCC message follows: 


"The WCC, with its long-standing commitment to peace with justice, reiterates 
the concerns expressed by the churches of Argentina for an avoidance of 
military confrontation, in favour of a negotiated solution to the present 
crisis. The use of military force, by any side, cannot be accepted, especially 
as such acts of force are becoming an alarming pattern world-wide. 


"We are convinced that any attempt to solve the dispute through more violence 
and bloodshed will be to the detriment of both parties, including the 
inhabitants of the islands. Violence runs the risk of escalating into a 
major conflagration, further exacerbating world tensions and the security of 
all peoples. 


"We urge the churches the churches of Great Britain and Argentina to 
communicate to their respective governments the concern of the worldwide 
ecumenical community and to press them to pursue without ceasing the path 
of negotiation. Please be assured of our prayers that God will grant the 
leaders involved in the negotiations the wisdom to come to a peaceful and 
just solution". 
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CHURCH WARNS ON Ecumenical Press 
PEACE MOVEMENT Service: 82.04.113 


Berlin (EPS) - Bishop Gottfried Forck of the Evangelical Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg has warned that church support for an unofficial peace and dis- 
armament campaign in the GDR (East Germany) is sometimes misunderstood as 
political opposition. The church synod approved a discussion document which 
supports peace efforts of various sorts, but adds that young people who wear 
a banned ''swords into ploughshares" patch "must make sure that their words 
and deeds are also symbols of peace". 


A current GDR campaign stresses that "peace must be defended; peace must be 
armed". GDR radio has called supporters of the unofficial movement "blind, 
deaf, and hypocritical". The church document notes that Christians are to 

love their enemies and look for the truth in place of stereotypes. [Earlier 
items: 82.04.01, 82.04.45]. 
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JOHN TAYLOR Ecumenical Press 
DEAD AT 61 Service: 82.04.114 


Geneva (EPS) - On Good Friday morning, 9 April, the ecumenical community and 
the film world together lost a respected colleague and gifted artist in the 

sudden and unexpected death in Geneva of John P. Taylor, program secretary 

for film and visual arts for the World Council of Churches. He was 61. 


Taylor, an American, came to the World Council in the summer of 1953 to 
prepare photo exhibits for the council's second assembly, in Evanston, 
Illinois, US, the following year. He stayed on to become one of the world's 
best known ecumenical figures. Leica camera bouncing on his hip he travelled 
from Moscow to the New Hebrides to Africa to Latin America. He photographed 
everything from patriarchs in flowing robes, to cargo-cult worshippers in 
loin clothes - always with an artist's eye and the instinctive compassion of 
a deeply sensitive human being. 


Taylor's long-time associate, WCC Church and Society Director Paul Abrecht, 
speaking to those who crowded the chapel of Geneva's Ecumenical Centre for 
the the 15 April funeral service, said of his old friend, "He gave the 
ecumenical movement a human face". 


Taylor's films and photos earned more than 100 awards and honours since he 

came to the council. His pictures appeared in Life, Newsweek, the New York 
Times, the London Observer and hundreds of church publications on every 
continent. The film "Homo Homini'' which he made with Czech animators to be 

the curtain-raiser for the council's fourth assembly, in Uppsala, Sweden, in 
1968, won numerous international awards and earned for the church a credibility 
amongst professional communicators. 


Taylor provided visual arts for every council assembly but the first. At the 
time of his death he was planning a film festival and photo exhibits for the 
downtown malls of Vancouver, Canada, where the sixth assembly is to meet in 

the summer of 1983. But Uppsala was his crowning achievement with 133 different 
film presentations, an evening with the American folk singer Pete Seeger, and 

a huge art exhibit provided by the famous Roman Catholic art teacher, Mary 
Corita Kent. Just to get the Kent art exhibit to Sweden required the hold 

of a trans-Atlantic cargo jet, which John managed to get donated by one of the 
many around the world who had come to admire his work and his commitment. 


To appreciate what John Taylor brought to the ecumenical movement one needs to 
spend time with his photographs. In them the gaunt eyes of hungry children, 
the laughing eyes of work-campers, the tired eyes of old men waiting to die, 
and the sleepless eyes of women left homeless by natural disasters remind one 
that humanity is Christianity's primary concern. John Taylor believed that. 
He never let the heavy hand of institutional bureaucracy get in the way of his 
objectives or cloud his vision of what the church should be about. "Some of 
our work is outrageous by conventional standards" he once told a reporter, 
"but we try to make people think". He observed shortly before his death, 

"The church has an obsession that things are true only if spoken, preached or 
inscribed in white, pink or green paper. We have tried to convey the impression 
that there are other ways of communicating". 


John Taylor was born and raised in the US midwest. He studied art with the 
great American painter Thomas Hart Benton and at universities in Oklahoma and 
Mexico City. At one point in his career he painted an immense wall mural for 
the railroad station in Kyoto, Japan. He and his wife Lu came to Geneva from 
Morocco where John was chief of a film unit for the US government. She and 
three of their four children continue to reside here. 


Rod Booth (Vancouver-based communtcations coordinator for the 1983 WCC assembly) 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.04.115~-122 


62.04.115: Canada-banks 

Inter Press Service reports that an eight-year campaign by Canadian churches 
"against bank lending to repressive governments is beginning to hit sensitive 
nerves in Canada's major financial institutions". 


82.04.116: Nordte-nuclear 

The bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway have urged "politicians of 
our time" to "deliberately and continuously sit down for negotiations to 
destroy all arsenals of nuclear weapons". Next door, four [Lutheran] Church 
of Sweden bishops have issued an appeal for peace and nuclear disarmament 

in the five Nordic countries. 


82.04.117: US-human needs 

In the US, a one-day Interreligious Consultation on the Crisis in Meeting 
Human Needs was held to discuss religious response to US federal budget cuts. 
The gathering was cosponsored by the National Council of Churches, US Catholic 
Conference, Synagogue Council of America, Evangelicals for Social Action, 

and the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission. 


82.04.118: Canada-stockholder 

A first stockholder challenge by Canadian churches - Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
and United - has been reported. Their proposal urged Alcan Aluminum Limited 
to reconsider its holdings in South Africa on grounds that they support the 
apartheid [race separation] policy of the government there. The proposal 
attracted support from those holding 8.8 percent of the shares registered 

for the company's annual meeting last month. 


82.04.119: TIreland-dtvorce 

The new Irish government is reported unlikely to push a proposal of former 
Prime Minister Garrett Fitzgerald to make divorce possible in the republic. 
The country's Roman Catholic bishops oppose legalization of divorce. 


82.04.120: US-insurance 

A US insurance company is offering qualifying clergy "counselling professional 
liability insurance" which will "defend and pay on behalf of participants all 
claims that they become legally obligated to pay as damages because of any 
act, error, or omission arising from counselling activities". Annual premium 
28 USSeely x 


82.04.121: Sweden-study 
The [Lutheran] Church of Sweden reports it has commissioned a study of the 
estimated 70 small religious groups active in the country. 


82.04.122: "Only kidding" 

"I was only kidding", says US tv commentator Bill Moyers, who compared one 
public official to a US Anglican bishop counting the collection. That image 
prompted the communication executive of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 

the USA to write complaining that Moyers gave an "unfair and completely 
inaccurate impression" of his denomination's bishops [EPS 82.04.14]. In his 
response, Moyers said the retired Episcopal bishop who lives across the street 
from him "knows I was kidding... Presbyterians, Baptists, Mennonites, and the 
couple of grouchy agnostics in the office knew I was kidding". Replied 
Anderson, "It is good to know that you were only kidding". 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.04.123-128 


82.04.123: Italy-ecumenteal 

The Waldensian Church of Italy reports observance of the week of prayer for 
Christian unity this year was on a "reduced scale'' compared to previous years. 
It also reports conversations with Italian Baptists on the theology and 
practice of baptism as part of an effort towards "intensified collaboration” 
between the two groups. 


82.04.124: India-nuclear 

The executive committee of the National Council of Churches in India has 
urged Prime Minister Indira Ghandi to "press uncompromisingly to keep this 
sub-continent, in fact the whole of Asia nuclear free." A separate committee 
and staff message to the UN secretary general, in connection with the June 
special session on disarmament, urges a "total ban on nuclear weapons". 


82.04.125: Methodtst-evangeltsm 

The World Methodist Council and Candler School of Theology (Emory University, 
Atlanta, Georgia, US) formally launched the Candler-based Institute for 
World Evangelism this month. 


82.04.126: Brethren-abortton 

The general board of the [US] Church of the Brethren has adopted a statement 
which opposes abortion "because it destroys human life" but which is "not a 
condemnation of those persons who reject this position or of women who seek 
and undergo abortions". The paper supports "persons who, after prayer and 
counseling, believe abortion is the least destructive alternative available 
to them". It calls for "Christ-like compassion in finding creative 
alternatives to abortion". In another statement the board supports the 
"nuclear weapons freeze" campaign which would have the US and USSR halt 
testing, production, and deployment of nuclear weapons. 


82.04.127: Runcte-untty 

Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, leading figure of worldwide Anglicanism, 
says he has a “dream of unity with Rome and with the great Reformed tradition 
and with the Orthodox by the end of the century". In the same tv interview, 
he said Anglican acceptance of the pope as a kind of universal primate would 
mean a recognition of the advantage of having a central focus of wor ld 
Christian affection, and even a central spokesperson to articulate what 
churches are thinking and trying to say in different parts of the world. 
Reflections on such a universal primacy are part of the recently released 
report of the official international Roman Catholic-Anglican dialogue group 
(ARCIC) [EPS 82.03.84, 82.03.50, 82.04.49, 82.04.87]. 


82.04.128: England-Angltean 

A new study of the composition of the general synod of the [Anglican] Church 

of England calls 96 percent of its lay members upper middle class (compared 
with 81 percent in 1975). Educationally, half of the clergy house and a third 
of the lay house are graduates of Oxford or Cambridge and about half the members 
of the whole synod went to non-state, fee-charging schools. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.04.129-134 


82.04.129: South Africa-fast 

The 54 South African blacks have called off their death fast in Cape Town's 
Anglican cathedral [EPS 82.03.79]. Government cooperation and development 
minister Piet Koornof said the cases of the 900 squatters involved is a 
"vexed socio-economic problem". He promised to deal with them sympathetically. 


82.04.1380: Chureh journaltsm een 
The editor of the US ecumenical weekly Christian Century says church and 


secular journalists both "work under some constraints related to a particular 
institution". He said both need to be "aware of our biases and acknowledge 
our constraints". Wall delivered the sixth lecture in memory Elson Ruff, 
editor from 1944-72 of The Lutheran, magazine of the Lutheran Church in 
America and a predecessor denomination. 


82.04.131: Lutheran-Mormonism 


The American Lutheran Church has funded a workshop on Mormonism. Purpose, 
says an ALC report, was to "help Lutherans relate to Mormons" where Lutherans 
are a minority in a mostly Mormon area and where Mormons are a minority but 
engaged in active evangelizing [Related item, 82.04.15]. Another recent 
ALC-sponsored gathering considered how representatives on the church and 
transnational corporations might dialogue. Observed ALC church-in-society 
director Charles Lutz, "It's not as though the church is talking to an 
entity totally outside of itself. It's really the church talking to the 
church, for many of the executives of multinational corporations are members 
of the church". 


82.04.132: Romanta-fast : 
The Faith and Action Association reports that Romanian refugee Georges Barbu 


has begun a fast outside the Romanian embassy in Paris on behalf of a Romanian 
Orthodox priest, Georges Calciu, detained in Romania since 1979 in connection 
with statements and activities considered hostile by the Romanian authorities. 
Calciu is a former professor at the Bucharest Orthodox -seminary. 


82.04.1838: Lutheran-US budget ean ; 
Four US Lutheran leaders have criticized US President Ronald Reagan's proposed 


cuts in the 1983 federal government budget for social services. The four say 
the cuts "will create serious hardships for those who are truly in need of 
assistance, including the elderly poor, the disabled, dependent children, 

and their low-income mothers". 


82.04.1384: Brethren-US budget 

Twenty-seven staff members of the [US] Church of the Brethren general board 
have sent 30 pieces of silver to US President Ronald Reagan. They ask in 
an accompanying letter that this "symbolic form of our tax-cut benefit for 
the last three months of 1981... be returned to the programmes from which 
it was taken - those that benefit the poor". The Bible records that Judas 
was given 30 silver pieces for betraying Jesus. The Brethren staff letter 
concludes: "We beg you to reconsider your policies. We pray for you. We 
pray for ourselves. We pray for our world". 


ECUVIEW: "On Christian Communication" EPS: 82.04.135 


This ts an edited excerpt of a presentation by John Blueck, World Counetl of 
Churches' comnunteation director, to a meeting of European church journaltsts 
near Geneva last month. 


It's a feature of much Christian communication - exhortations to everybody 

in general and nobody in particular. The gospel provides a striking contrast — 
words and symbols carefully honed to speak to those Pharisees or that 

Samaritan woman, or these fishermen. 


It's at this point that our pious call to use Jesus as a model takes on a 
hard "professional" edge - because we know that in order to discover and 
respect the differences in the way people receive and in order to let them 
respond, real discipline and skill and experience are required. Economy 
and clarity of language, the right choice and arrangement of images, the 
timing of a silence - these things don't occur accidentally. 


The most humanising communication requires the most skilful crafting. 
Therefore, Christian communication in the sense that is the most fully human 
activity,is the most painstakingly prepared, precisely carried out and care- 
fully evaluated exercise. Given the limited resources and energy available 
to most of us, all that means we have to be prepared to attempt to say less, 
to say it more carefully and slowly, then listen more closely to what 
difference it makes. 


This leads us immediately into the second area of consequence that follows 
from choosing to start with "who" we communicate. It has to do with the 
style and tone of our Christian communication, qualities that are not often 
singled out for attention in church circles. But they are in fact the most 
accurate of moral barometers. 


Here is an area that has been dangerously undervalued in Christian 
communication circles, at our peril. So much church communication, with the 
best intention in the world, comes over as smug and self important. We show 
what we are by what we say, unconsciously, between the lines. How many of 
us would be willing to place our church publications and programmes before 

a totally independent outside group and say,now tell us what you hear and 
see us saying. 


One impression often given inadvertently by Christian communicators to non- 
Christian audiences is that the God we proclaim isn't doing too well and his or 
her church is working overtime to fill in the gaps. Asian theologians like 
Kosuke Koyama have helped us appreciate this anxiety we project which gives 

God no time or space to speak for himself. A more confident Christian 
communication would work more quietly and slowly - allowing room for silences, 
leaving space for things that can't be said (as the newspapers in Zimbabwe 
used to do when the government censors banned stories). 


The supreme heresy for radio broadcasters is to leave blank air. That's a 
mindset we need to challenge as Christian communicators, else we give the 
impression we have a word for every occasion, and we haven't. We are simply 
the prepositions in God's grammar and he'll make himself understood anyway. 
"Be glad your being is unnecessary" said W.H. Auden. To believe that would 
make our communication a lot less pretentious and a lot more Christian. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Church in Zambia and Scientific Socialism" EPS:82.04.136 


This ts edtted and abridged from a feature in the 29 March issue of All Africa 
Press Servtce, an agency of Natrobt-based Afrtea Church Informatton Service. 
Its author ts APS edttor-in-chtef Richard Sakala. 


Churches in Zambia have rejected a decision of the ruling party, the United 
National Independence Party (UNI), announced by President Kenneth Kaunda, to 
introduce scientific socialism in school curricula and thereafter integrate it 
into the national economic and social programme that will turn Zambia into a 
truly socialist state. 


The arguments for and against scientific socialism are straight-forward. Kaunda 
argues that scientific socialism is the only viable method by which the nation 
can develop an equitable and egalitarian System — as opposed to capitalism which 
thrives on the exploitation of one by another. 


The president further states that there are no major differences between 
Christianity and socialism - both of which, he says, strive to improve the lot 
of the people and to foster human dignity. But the churches argue that there 
is nothing in common between Christianity and scientific socialism or Leninism- 
Marxism. 


Firstly, they argue, Marxism rejects God and wherever it has been introduced, 
religious persecution has resulted and human rights have been flauted. The 
difference of opinion between the state and church is not new — but it is the 
Manner and intensity in which it has been expressed recently that has caused 
some concern. 


The controversy started last month when church leaders called a meeting to 
discuss the imminent introduction of scientific socialism. The church leaders 
invited Kaunda to open the conference. He accepted the invitation and took the 
Opportunity to reply to misgivings expressed by the church about the intro- 
duction of Marxism. 


In particular he replied point by point to a critical pastoral letter prepared 
and circulated by the Roman Catholic bishops conference and co-sponsored by the 
country's Christian Council and a representative from the Evangelical Fellow- 
ship. The pastoral letter condemns scientific socialism and especially its 
denial of the existence of God and warns against the totalitarian nature it 
exhibits in some socialist states. The materialist nature of Marxism is equated 
to the capitalist greed for wealth. In the pastoral letter the church leaders 
commended humanism - introduced by the president in the early 1960s. 


Answering the charges during the meeting last week, Kaunda - a Christian and 


son of a pastor- said Marxism does not necessarily lead to persecution, let alone 
the denial of human rights. He added that religion is not proscribed in 


socialist states - believers are free to worship and the same would be the case 
in Zambia where religious beliefs would not be stifled. If anything, -scientific 
socialism would be taught side by side with religious instructions. 


At the end of the address the president received an enthusiastic ovation from 
the church leaders. However, after deliberating the matter for two days the 
church leaders reiterated their stand against scientific socialisn. 


They condemned all exploitative systems including Marxism and capitalism and 
called on their followers to express their opposition. 


The church in Zambia commands the support of about four million people out of a 
total population of six million; its stand on this matter therefore poses a serious 
question - will the party proceed with its introduction or will it heed the Opposition? 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Christian Korea, Unconverted Japan" EPS: 82.04.137 


This ts an edited excerpt from an article by Yong Oon Kim in the Japan Times, 
reprinted in the 25 March issue of the monthly newsletter of the Japanese 
Nattonal Catholte Committee. 


Many are puzzled by the fact that Korean Christianity is mushrooming while the 
Japanese churches by comparison are at a virtual standstill. Seoul now has a 
church for every 700 inhabitants. Almost every other house in the capital 
contains a church identification sign affixed to its doorway, pointing out the 
denominational affiliation of its residents. By contrast Japan has about the 
same number of Christians as in the time of Shogun Oda.Nobunaga (1534-1582). 


For a century Korea has possessed a vigorous and expanding Christian movement. 
By 1910 Pyongyang was widely praised as the Jerusalem of the East because of 
the unusual Christian revivals that had occurred in that city. Missionaries 
were literally amazed by the spontaneous mass enthusiasm for Christ, crowded 
prayer meetings, sudden conversions, trance and spiritualist experiences. 

The revival was not restricted to one church but spread quickly throughout 
the city, reminding the foreign missionaries of America's much earlier "great 
awakening". 


Today South Korea counts about seven million Christians. North Korea, however, 
contains only a few thousand Christians after three decades of Communist 
domination. Tens of thousands fled south after the Kim Il Sung dictatorship 
was imposed and many more escaped during the Korean War. 


Indigenization of Christianity in Korea occurred more rapidly than in Japan. 
Early missionaries sent workers to farms and fishing villages, while Japanese 
churches were largely limited to the cities. Japanese Christianity is still 


mainly an urban phenomenon, whereas in Korea hardly a village exists without 
one or more churches. Then with the industrialization of Korea, Christians 
organized specific missions to the factories which engage in personal 
evangelism, encourage the formation of unions and promote better working 
conditions. Consequently, Korean Christians exert influence throughout the 
nation and among all classes. 


Korean Christianity was also intimately related to the rebirth of nationalism. 
More Christians than non-Christians signed the Korean Declaration of 
Independence in 1919. Missionaries encouraged patriotic sentiments during 
the Japanese occupation and often criticized the colonial administration in 
foreign church publications. However, modern Japanese nationalism had almost 
no Christian supporters, relying instead on a resurgent state Shinto. 


To sum up, Korean Christianity markedly differs from the Japanese. The Korean 
religious heritage provided more favourable soil for the gospel because of its 
belief in one sovereign creator who controls human destiny by blessing good 
and punishing evil. The geo-political situation for the past two centuries has 
forced Koreans to deepen their reliance upon God. Missionaries worked with 
Koreans in their struggle for national indpendence without compromising their 
Christian faith. Moreover, they won the trust of the ruling aristocracy 
through their medical and educational services, while reaching out to lower 
classes with evangelistic programs and a democratic spirit. Most important 

is the remarkable continuing zeal for evangelistic activities which has 
accelerated the indigenization of Christianity. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church Unity in Asia" EPS: 82.04.138 


Thts ts an edited excerpt from a presentatton by T.K. Thomas, World Council 
of Churches publtcations editor. Before jotning the WCC staff last August, 
Thomas was for many years on the staff of the Stngapore-based Christtan 
Conference of Asta. 


For the minority churches of Asia, church unity had appeared as a threat; 

the programmatic implications of living in Christ with people are more than 
they can cope with. There was in addition the growing disenchantment with 
church union itself. Half a dozen small, indifferent churches had not become 
one big, effective church through the process of coming together. In India, 
for example, members of the United Churches must have had pangs of envy when 
the Lutherans and the Methodists had all the ecumenical contacts they had and 
in addition the consolations of confessional patronage. There is also the 
rather cynical feeling that ecumenism in the sense of church unity is easy 
where churches are disappearing, that ecumenism in other senses is necessary 
when churches refused to unite. 


W.A. Visser't Hooft's definition of the fellowship of the WCC as a provisional 
fellowship of divided churches looking forward to the fulfilment of the 
visible unity of the church "on earth or in heaven" was not entirely beyond 
the grasp of ordinary church people. They could, with a little difficulty, 
see the need for what Philip Potter calls "the programmatic emphases through 
which the WCC has sought to incarnate the vision of the unity of the body of 
Christ which has activated the modern ecumenical movement". But when Philip 
Potter describes a truly ecumenical fellowship as "one in which we as churches 
seek, in communion with Christ and with each other, to relate ourselves, with 
the fullness of the Gospel, to all that is human", it is taxing to congre- 
gational imaginations. 


When M.M. Thomas talks of Jesus Christ liberating people and churches from 
premature unities for mature unities, and declares that "the divine promise 
in Jesus Christ of humanity's ultimate maturity is the ever-present dynamic 
within the dialectic between freedom and unity which we call history", they 
feel lost, not only because they do not understand it but also because they 
do. That, I think, is the dilemma which the ecumenical movement faces every- 
where, particularly in Asia. Christian people were hardly prepared for what 
Aloysius Pieris calls ‘inter-ecclesial ecumenism' when they are asked to 
tackle trans-ecclesial ecumenism. Such rhetoric and such knowledge are too 
much for them; they are too high, and they cannot attain it. 


But that is nevertheless happening. I would rather close with an Asian version 
of ecumenism from an Indian Jesuit theologian, Samuel Rayan: 


"Meanwhile there exists a unity which transcends churches, nations and cultures, 
and holds people together in a common experience of poverty, insecurity and 
helplessness. These people are counted by the million. They are in pain, 

and Jesus is solidary with them. Poverty grinds them into a mass of dough, 
and affliction bakes them into a single loaf of bread over which Jesus quietly 
bends with the words, this is my body, my self. It is in this crucified and 
broken body of his that Christ is breaking down all dividing walls and 
creating the new humanity. It is through the struggle of the Crucified 
Humanity of God and through the affirmation of freedom and dignity by the 
oppressed Son of Man that the true and common humanity is built and we are 
made whole". 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church in China" EPS: 82.04.139 


The following ts excerpted from a report on China by Willmar Thorkelson, religton editor of the 
Minneapolis (Minnesota, US) Star. He visited China earlier this year. Another Thorkelson report on 
China appeared as EPS 82.08.96. 


When you attend Sunday morning mass in Peking's Immaculate Conception cathedral, you realize that you 
are experiencing a Catholicism largely unchanged from the days of the French missionaries who brought it 
to China. 


The priests officiate silently at the altar with their backs to the congregation; the Tridentine 
liturgy is chanted in Latin rather than Chinese and worshippers use long outdated missals. While the 
mass is in progress, women whisper their confessions to priests behind curtained confessionals in the 
back of the church. 


Chinese Catholicism, at least the segment that worships in public in reopened churches, operates 
independently of Rome. Isolated during the Communist takeover and Cultural Revolution, it did not 
participate in the Second Vatican Council and has adopted none of the reforms promulgated by the 
council, such as worship in the vernacular. 


Relations between China and the Vatican were broken off when the Communists took power in China in 
1949. The Roman Catholic Church, which had been one of the largest landholders in China, became a 
chief government target of criticism, accused of economic exploitation. 


In the mid-1950s, the government forced China's Catholics to break their ties with the Vatican as a 
condition of survival. The Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association became the government~approved 
church agency. 


Priests and bishops who continued to show loyalty to Rome were arrested or replaced. Many were 
foreigners who left the country. 


The Catholics in the government-approved association began to elect their own bishops without approval 
of the Holy See. A report last spring indicated that of the 41 Catholic bishops then functioning in 
China, only eight had been appointed by the Vatican. The country once had more than 120 Catholic 
dioceses, but most of them are believed still to be without bishops. 


In the early years of the government-sanctioned church, the Vatican warned Chinese Catholics to have 
nothing to do with it. But in recent years, it has sought to promote reconciliation. Pope John Paul, 
when he was in Manila in February 1981 called for a new beginning in relations with the association's 
Catholics. "A good Chinese Catholic works loyally for the progress of the nation", he said. 


Hoping to further reconciliation, the pope last June named . Chinese Jesuit Bishop Dominic Tang, 73, 
as archbishop of Canton. Tang,appointed a bishop by the Vatican in 1951 to head the Canton diocese, 
had spent 22 years in prison on charges of being a counterrevolutionary, and shortly after his release 
had been named bishop of Canton by the association's Catholics. 


The pontiff's gesture backfired. The association and two other government~sanctioned Catholic groups - 
the Chinese Catholic College of Bishops and the National Administrative Commission of the Chinese 
Catholic Church - issued a statement charging that "the Holy See's move rudely interferes in the 
sovereign affairs of the Chinese church. This cannot be tolerated". Tang was fired from his Canton 
post by the Patriotic Association and is reported to be in Hong Kong... 


There were 3 million Catholics in China before the Communist takeover. The present total is not known. 
Also not known is how many of them remain loyal to Rome. Many are believed to worship clandestinely in 
their homes in a kind of underground church. 


Ecumenical relations between China's Catholic and Protestant churches have been almost non-existent, 
although their leaders are getting to know each other by serving together in the People's Congress, 
a government-sponsored united-front organization, and its provincial and municipal counterparts... 


The revolution that brought communism to China appears to be regarded positively by many Chinese 
religious leaders. "We love our country, our socialist system", Zemin Chen, vice-principal of the 
seminary in Nanking,told an interviewer. '"'That is the reason we support and are so positive about 
China's present government". 


Under the influence of ultra-leftists, Chinese have been more critical of the accomplishments of Western 
missionaries than they should have been, Chen said. Although the missionaries were "connected too 
closely to colonial expansion and imperialism", they were "very helpful" to the Chinese people by 
bringing the gospel and by starting many schools, universities, hospitals and other institutions,he said 
All those institutions are now run by the government, but the influence of the missionaries remains, 
particularly in "Westernized" worship forms and in gothic-style church buildings. 


Will China ever again accept foreign church workers? "It may sometime in the future, but for the presen 
we have to depend more upon ourselves", Chen answered. Western Christians can best help by praying for 
China's Christians and trying to understand their situation, he added... 


The task ahead for the church in China was best spelled out by a Nanking seminarian, whose enthusiasm 
for her faith is typical of her colleagues. Greeting a group of visitors at a chapel service, she said 
"To preach the gospel among our people, we must identify with our people. Let the gospel take root in 
Chinese culture so that it might take root in the hearts of the Chinese people... We feel we are the 
most blessed of people, given this glorious opportunity. God is working everywhere". 
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(2772): Coca Cola company in Kisumu. 
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(2770) 


KENYA 


These photographs were taken by 
Marc van Appelghem when travelling 
in Kenya, Nyanza province. The 

WCC photographer was accompanying 

a team sent by the WCC Communicatio 
Department to make a survey on 
communication needs in this region. 


The team was composed of Bennet 
Benjamin, development worker and 
Church of South India layman, 
Claudius Ceccon, a Brazilian artist 
and former communications secretary 
for the World Student Christian 
Federation, and Peter Flemington a 
film journalist and media consultant 
from the United Church of Canada. 


(2770): A baptism in the parish of 


Angoro. 
(2771): Polytechnical College, 
Kabouch 


Photos: Marc van Appelghem, WCC 


JOHN TAYLOR (2767) 


(2767) John Taylor, director of film and visual arts for the World Council 
of Churches for 29 years, died suddenly in Geneva on Good Friday morning, 
April 9. He was 61 years old. 

Photos: Jean Mohr, Geneva 


(2768) (2769) 
ECUMENICAL HISTORY 

(2768): Plans for a third volume of the history of the ecumenical movement were discussed 
at a recent consultation [EPS:82.03.36]. Among those attending were (left to right) 
Madeleine Barot, former World Council of Churches development education aid secretary and 


ecumenical relations secretary for the French Protestant Federation; W.A. Visser't Hooft, 


the WCC's first general secretary; Vitaly Borovoy, the Russian Orthodox Church representative 


in Geneva; and Roman Catholic theologian Yves Congar. 

Photo: WCC (Karl Hertz) 

ANGOLA AID 

(2769): Part of an ecumenically sponsored load of relief supplies for Angola is loaded 
aboard a plan in Frankfurt. An estimated 600,000 Angolans have been adversely affected by 
South African military action, internal civil strife, and/or drought, in recent months 


[EPS 82.02.59]. 
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SHOPTALK: 


1) This tssue marks the debut of an occastonal series, 

WRecter {POM fh. 8 Wiss mole this case, the report of and observations 
on church ltfe in recent months comes from New York. The author 
is a veteran freelance religion journalist. Intttal dtseusstons 
have concerned letters also from Toronto, Oslo, Budapest, and 
Natrobt. We hope they and others will make thetr first EPS 
appearances tn the course of 1982, thereafter each to appear 
three or four times a year. The effort in this case, as tn all 
of EPS, ts to share in a journalistte way news and tn formation 
about the ltfe and work of vartous parts of the church, with tts 
other parts and with the world, espectally through journaltsts 
and other communtcators. On thts new sertes, as on all of EPS, 
your comments and suggestions of ways it could be more helpful 
are welcome. (The debut of Ecupast, projected for this EPS, 

has been rescheduled for EPS 49/17). 


Thomas Hartley Dorrts 
Editor 


SUM OF THE NEWS: 


01: Acttons on South Africa by the synod of one of the two large 
Reformed denominations in the Netherlands are constdered the 
strongest to date by a church body in that country. 

02: The state-run broadcasting company tn Ghana has decided not — 
to air patd religious programmes, on grounds they aren't good for 
the country. 

03: The Finnish Lutheran btshops' proposals earlter this year on 
peace, human rights, and international justice tssues, espectally 
as they relate to alternatives to military service, have prompted 
much reactton. 

04: Every four years, representatives of Protestant denomtnattons 
in Switzerland, Italy, Spatn, Portugal, Belgium, and France, get 
together for a conference. This year they dtscussed what tt means 
to ltve tn dtsaspora. 

05: A Christian university's honorary degree to a Philtppine milttary 


poltee official prompts complaints from Christtan student representatives. 


DUTCH REFORMED SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
ACTS ON SOUTH AFRICA Service: 82.05.01 


Lunteren, Netherlands (EPS) - The 1981-82 general synod of the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands (GKN), meeting here last month, passed a series 
of resolutions related to South Africa considered the strongest to date of 
any major Dutch denomination. 


The synod resolved to strengthen ties with South Africa's black churches, 
the South African Council of Churches, and interracial South African 
Reformed organizations. It also urged contacts with black South African 
trade unions and liberation movements, among them the African National 
Congress, and support for "constructive powers" in the country. 


The synod asked the 1982 world assembly of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches to forcefully condemn the South African apartheid (race separation) 
System, which some white South African Reformed theologians support with 
biblical references and some black South African Reformed theologians describe 
as heresy. 


In terms of the Netherlands and its own constituency, the synod commended 
for congregational support the special fund of the World Council of Churches 
Programme to Combat Racism and endorsed the 1978 proposals on South Africa 
of the Dutch Council of Churches. These include an end to Dutch tourism 
and investment in South Africa. 


EPS 
GHANA ENDS SPONSORED Ecumenical Press 
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMMES Service:82.05.02 


Accra (EPS) - The government-run Ghana Broadcasting Corporation has ended 
paid religious programming. The more than 15 programmes affected 
include Bible Time, Hour of Visitation, Pentecost Hour, and Baptist Hour. 


GBC Acting Director-General Kwame Karikari stressed that the GBC action is 
not a sign of opposition to religion per se. "We are never going to abolish 
religion", he said. "We are never going to persecute people who are serving 
their gods or their trees or their stones or fountains". GBC recently 
increased free time available to Muslims on Fridays and Orthodox Christians 
on Sundays. 


Nonetheless, Karikari said, the paid progammes in question are a basic source 
of Ghana's immoblization. He said that besides "turning away people's minds 
from reality, from what they have to do on this earth", some of the programmes' 
Sponsoring organizations "are also using the Bible to commit crimes against 
our people's freedom". 


Linking Hare Krishna, Baha'i and Unification groups in Ghana with the US 
Central Intelligence Agency, he added, "we should not allow them on our 
national network". 


EPS 


BISHOPS' PROGRAMME Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS DISCUSSION Service:82.05.03 


Helsinki (EPS) - Earlier this year, the bishops' conference of the Evangelical- 
Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) approved an action programme for promoting 
peace, human rights, and international justice [EPS 82.04.07]. The result, 
reports the SELK information centre, has been a lively public discussion, 
especially regarding the bishops' section on alternatives to military service. 


One group, the Finnish. Civilian Service Association, took the document as an 
endorsement of its activities. That brought a letter from Tapio Saraneva, 
chair of the working group that drafted the document. He said the bishops 
"did not place civilian service on a par with military. service in any other 
sense than from the perspective of the individual's coming to terms with his 
or her own conscience. Performing one's military service is a normal civic 
duty for the members of society and civilian service is an exception", he 
added. 


That view was echoed by two bishops, Olavi Rimpildinen (Oulu) and Jukka 
Malmivaara (Kuopio). In general, SELK says, media comment on the overall 
programme has been positive with most criticism focusing on the alternative- 
service section. 


Finland's new defence minister is a SELK priest. Juhani Saukkonen has been 
a member of parliament for the Centre Party for the past decade. The 
appointment prompted another pricst, Mauno Sinnemdki, to comment in the 
main Social Democratic Party newspaper that 'the combined task of the war 
establishment's leader and of a servant of the gospel seems an impossible 
one... One would gain the same impression now if a general were installed 
as archbishop." 


But, said the Centre Party paper in reply, since “our church approves of its 
members discharging their duty towards home, faith, and fatherland by taking 
their turns to perform national service in the defence forces", it would be 
odd if a priest could not be defence minister. The paper described the 
Finnish armed forces as "peacekeepers with a New Testament flavour". 


The general question of party politics and the church was the subject of 
addresses by several bishops to annual diocesan conferences earlier this 
year. Paavo Kortekangas (Tampere) called for both church separation from 
party politics “and at the same time" a welcome for people with political- 
party ties to "participate, as church members and active parishioners, in 
decision-making and congregational activities". 


Kalevi Toiviainen (Mikkeli) said too few workers' representatives are 
elected to church governing bodies, and "it is not good for the church if 
some section of the population or other remains excluded from its planning 
and care". 


Jukka Malmivaara (Kuopio) warned against "the spread of politics into the 
life of a congregation", but also said that in the autumn elections for 
parish administrative bodies,candidates should be permitted an identifiying 
emblem, even a political one. 


EPS 


LATIN PROTESTANTS Ecumenical Press 
OF EUROPE CONFER Service: 82.05.04 


Torre Pellice (near Turin), Italy (EPS) - The dangers, but more the joys and 
possibilities, for churches in diaspora—those whose members are a dispersed 
minority in society - was the theme of the quadrennial general assembly 

last month [23-25 April] of the Conference of Protestant Churches in the 
Latin Countries of Europe (CEPPLE), here. 


Except for the French section of Switzerland and a few places in France, 

such a diaspora status is the situation of Protestants in the CEPPLE countries, 
which also include mostly Roman Catholic Portugal, Italy, Spain, and Belgium. 
And even where they are a nominal Majority, delegates said, a de facto 
diaspora exists in terms of an increasingly secular society. 


During the conference, the five dozen delegates and guests considered the 
twin temptations for a group in diaspora - either assimilation into the 
dominant society or retreat into closed ghettos. But, they affirmed, there 
are also challenges for such a group — to develop new forms of church 
mission and to discover ways to witness as church without power, economic 
resources, and often without social prestige. 


Delegates shied away from affirming a single model for the diaspora church, 
though three areas of concentration - Ministry, unity, and spiritual 
formation - did emerge during the discussions. 


In terms of ministry, responsibility of the laity was affirmed. The ordained 
minister as the focus of all ministry was rejected. The role of liturgy in 
unity was discussed as well - but as a real sharing, not as an externally 
imposed form. 


Delegates agreed that in terms of spiritual formation, especially related to 
recovery of a lively notion of the priesthood of all believers, there is 
still a long road to travel. 


In summing up the discussion, Gérard Delteil, professor at the Protestant 
theology faculty of Montpellier, France, observed: "We ought not lament our 
diaspora situation, which is a sign neither of inferiority nor of infidelity. 
Rather, we are to wrestle with our concrete Situations, there perhaps to 
discover that diaspora is the church in germination, and perhaps a church 
much different from the one we are familiar with". 


CEPPLE's new president is Jean-Marc Droin, general secretary of the National 
Protestant Church of Geneva. 


EPS 


DEGREE TO GENERAL IN Ecumenical Press 
PHILIPPINES PROTESTED Service:82.05.05 


Manila (EPS) - The Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation and its 
Philippines affiliate have protested the award by Philippine Christian 
University, based here, of a doctorate to Prospero Olivas, a4 general and 
commanding officer of the Philippines' Constabulary metropolitan command. 


A letter from the Student Christian Movement of the Philippines and three 
other church-related organizations here to the PCU trustees expressed 
"utmost concern" because such a degree is a symbolic act affirming the 
recipient as a "person, who, by his life, work, and profession, has achieved, 
approximated and exemplified the goals and objectives on which this 
institution has been founded". 


Declining a judgment on Olivas as a person, the SCMP letter says in his 
position he is "part and parcel of the military apparatus ... responsible for 
the militarization of Philippine society" which "has resulted in the blatant 
violations of human and civil rights of our people”. 


It adds that to give the degree "is to accede to, and even to legitimize the 
rule of fear and intimidation, of constant threat and coercion, of unabated 
harassment leading to the ultimate goal of obliterating the will of conscience... 


A separate letter, from WSCF General Secretary Emidio Campi, notes that when 
the degree was given, staff members of the SCMP and the National Council of 
Churches’ of the Philippines were, and still are, "in prison with no specified 
charges laid against them" [EPS 82.03.63]. 


Like the SCMP letter, that from the WSCF urges "a clear explanation of this 
action" from the trustees. In an interview Campisaid the award is part of a 
government effort to give itself legitimacy and "isolate those so-called 
subversives". Founded by overseas missionaries, PCU is an independent 
Christian school with a student population of about 10,000. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.05.06-08 


82.05.06: UK-evangelism 

The [English Anglican] Church Missionary Society has decided to take new 
initiatives to evangelize Britain. Since its founding in 1799, most of its 
attention has been on sending missionaries to other parts of the world. 


82.05.07: Outer space-theo logy 

Parts of the American Lutheran Church sponsored a three-day symposium on 
"theology of outer space" near the US space centre in Florida. Participants 
included ALC staff members, seminary professors, psychologists, medical 
doctors, and space scientists. They discussed such issues as principles for 
developing satellite colonies, and military and other uses of space. 


82.05.08: Agtng-NGOs 

About 80 religious and other non-governmental organizations were represented 
at a forum in Vienna last month [29 March - 2 April] called in connection 
with this summer's UN assembly on aging. The gathering centred on eight 
aspects of the question, including the role of the family, the changing 
social and economic situation of older persons, and special needs of the 
aging in terms of health, social services, and education. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.05.09-13 


82.05.09: USSR-fast 

Four Soviet citizens denied permission to join families in the West have 
announced their intention to begin an indefinite fast during an international 
conference of religious workers for peace scheduled by the Russian Orthodox 
Church this month. 


82.05.10; Europe-homosexual we 
Chairperson Peter Buchner of the social and health committee of the Council 


of Europe has criticized the decision of the Roman Catholic Strasbourg 
diocese to deny delegates to a meeting of the International Gay Association 
accommodation in church hostels. Buchner called the church action a 
"breach [of] the principles of tolerance and human rights, much vaunted by 
the church". Strasbourg bishop Leon-Arthur Elchinger said he respects 
homosexuals as individuals and human beings, but called homosexuality an 
"infirmity", py 


82.05.11: US-dtsarmament od senor | 
Inter Press Service says the US administration is "feeling the pressure" 


from a "grassroots movement against nuclear arms" which is "growing" and 
includes "a loosely knit coalition of religious, professional, and community 
groups’. And the [US] National Council of Churches reports that the largest- 
ever number of religious-affiliated shareholders has filed proxy resolutions 
opposing nuclear arms manufacturing with nine companies involved in production 
or sale of nuclear or conventional weapons or delivery systems. The nearly. 
70 filers are coordinating their efforts through the NCC-related Interfaith 
Center on Corporate Responsibility. Among the religious agencies involved 
are parts of the NCC, Reformed Church in America, United Church of Christ, 
Church of the Brethren, Society of Jesus, and Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Fr 


82.05.12: Pax Christt-protest “ [ ‘ 
Thirty-three Latin American Roman Catholic bishops and archbishops have 


sent a letter to Luigi Bettazzi, the Italian Roman Catholic bishop who heads 
Pax Christi International, protesting recent PCI descriptions of the Roma 
Catholic hierarchy in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua | 
[EPS 82.04.97]. The bishops call the reports unjust, hostile and 

subjective. In reply, Bettazzi asks for specifics and suggests the protest 
might be motivated more by economic and political than religious concerns. 

He notes the PCI dossiers have been endorsed by other Latin American bishops, 
as well as prelates in North America and Europe. 


82.05.13: Lutheran-survey : ' 
A survey of pastors and people of the Lutheran Church in America found almost 


a third of the laity and one percent of the pastors chose a statement 
reflecting the "un-Lutheran" doctrine of "justification by works" to best 
describe their relationship with God: "As long as I do the best I can, I 

feel that God cares for me and watches over me". More than half the laity 

(56 per cent) and almost all the clergy (94 per cent) chose a statement meant 

to reflect the classic Lutheran position: "I know that I am a Sinner, but 

God loves me and is giving me new life". The LCA questionnaire covered a 

wide variety of religious beliefs and practices, including common worship 

with other Christians or non-Christians, personal devotion, doubt, grace 

before meals, the devil, life after death, the Bible, and origins of human life. 


ECUPOINTS: New in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.05.14-19 


82.05.14: Angltcan-women 

Three [Anglican] Church of England bishops received communion from a female 
New Zealand Anglican priest during the annual conference of the [English 
Anglican] Movement for the Ordination of Women. Currently, female Anglican 
priests are not allowed to celebrate the eucharist in connection with official 
Church of England services. Earlier this year, a similar unofficial eucharist 
presided over by a female priest prompted a cross-Atlantic episcopal 
disagreement [EPS 82.03.52]. 


82.05.15: Jamatca-Moravtan 
The US government's Caribbean basin initiative should not be used as ''an 


excuse for a new wave of militaristic designs" according to the annual synod 
of the Moravian Church in Jamaica. The synod endorsed the plan, however, 
"insofaras it intends to assist the economic development of the region and 
further the democratic principles and aspirations of the people”. 


82.05.16: Finland-broadeasting 
The board of the information centre of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 


Finland says geographically remote organizations, often serving commercial 
interests, are determining the range of programmes broadcast for Finnish 
homes. In a report prepared for a parliamentary committee on radio and tv, 
it urges that democratically elected social bodies decide values which shape 
broadcast programming. 


82.05.17: Finland-chureh work 
A new study of pastors and other parish workers in the Evangelical Lutheran 


Church of Finland finds that seven of eight of them consider their work 
meaningful, though its author urges more emphasis on managerial training. 
Though relationships between supervisors and those supervised are generally 
considered good, about half (47 percent) of the parish employees say they 
think more importance is attached to work than to personal relations in 
congregations. 


82.05.18: Kenya-prestdent 
Kenya President Daniel arap Moi says the church should uphold government 


efforts to build a nation rooted in morality and compassion. In the course 

of addresses to various church conferences in recent weeks the Kenyan president 
also lamented the adverse impact of internal church quarrels and disagreements. 
He suggested regular meetings of church and government leaders to consider 
joint strategy against corruption and other social evils. 


82.05.19: US-refugees 


The [US] National Emergency Coalition for Haitian Refugees says it will 
mobilize US Christians and Jews in “every city in America" to make the 
government release jailed Haitian refugees, estimated at about 2,000. The 
coalition says its members - including Church World Service (part of the 
National Council of Churches), the Synagogue Council of America, and the 

US Catholic Conference - are "prepared now to receive them, to resettle then, 
to rehabilitate them and to restore to them their human dignity". [Earlier 
LLems*s 82.04.1035. 52.02. 3214 


ECUVIEW: "Argentine Church Reaction to the Malvinas Situation" EPS:82.05.20 


The author, a member of the WCC communtcattons staff, was tn Argentina when 
Argentine troops landed on the Malvinas (Falkland Islands) in early Aprtl. 
[Related ttems: EPS 82.05.21, 82,.04.112]. 


Though most questioned the methods, everybody I talked to, including church 
people, agreed that the Malvinas historically belong to Argentina. All during 
Good Friday, government media urged people to attend a mass rally to demonstrate 
national unity the next day. 


And at least 300,000 filled the vast Plaza de Mayo, many families apparently 

taking advantage of the free public transportation for a city outing. Those 

going to or from the demonstration looked silent and depressed, but the rally 
itself was awash with euphoria. 


"Malvinas Argentinas" was the deafening cry of the crowd, encouraged by loud- 
Speakers and bands. The shouts and speeches were against the English pirates. 
Inbetween, priests led prayers, and patriotic songs were played. UN Secretary 
of State Alexander Haig appeared for several minutes at one point on the 
balcony of government house, overlooking the square. He was wildly cheered. 


Just before its Malvinas action, the military government forcefully broke up 
amass protest, 30 March, against the government's economic policies. Organized 
by the labour confederation, it was, by all accounts, peaceful and relatively 
well organized - at least the little of it that got underway. As people : 
neared the plaza, police heavily armed with riot gear and tear gas stormed 

the area from all sides, dispersing the demonstrators and pursuing them through 
adjoining streets. 


Mounted police swinging swords charged groups of demonstrators. Machine guns 
were aimed at the crowds. Everywhere paddy wagons were being loaded with men 
and women chased and dragged and kicked by police. 


In private conversations, church and human rights leaders often connected the 
action on the Malvinas with a government effort to distract national attention 
from the country's economic and political problems, a strategy which many _ 
think will fail once the realities of annual inflation of nearly 150. percent, 
widespread unemployment, and human-rights violations reassert themselves. 


Nonetheless, in the wake of the Malvinas action and the national euphoria, the 
unions called off a planned general strike. The Sunday after, Palm Sunday, 
there was pulpit criticism of the police brutality and prayers for the wounded 
fo 30 March, but those and related issues tended to be overshadowed by pre- 
occupation with the Malvinas. 


The executive committee of the general board of the Methodist Church or Argentina 
issued a statement calling "just" the Argentine view that the islands are theirs. 
Read in the denomination's congregations, it says, "We fervently desire that this 
decisive moment in Argentine history shall serve to unite the Argentine people 
not only for the recovery of a geographically important area, but also for the 
recovery of a democratic system of government and life which will assure liberty, 
justice, and peace for all the inhabitants of this country". 


On the other hand, leaders of the dominant Roman Catholic Church have been less 
critical of the country's human-rights situation. On 24 March, sixth anniversary 
of the beginning of military rule, the Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop for the 
military, Victorio Manuel Bonamin, called the junta "an act of divine providence", 
a sentiment echoed in the Easter sermon of the cardinal archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, Juan Carlos Aramburu. 


Montque McClellan 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: "UK Church Reaction to the Falklands Situation" EPS:82005.21 
The author is EPS London correspondent. [Related items: EFS 82.05.22, 82.04.112]. 

British church response to the government's despatch of a naval task force to the South Atlantic 
following the Argentine seizure of the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands has been a little like the curious 
incident of the dog in the night-time in one of the Sherlock Holmes stories. Readers of Conan Doyle 
will recall the point that the dog did nothing in the night time. 


Similarly both the Anglican and Roman Catholic traditions have well-developed theologies highly critical 
of recourse to war. Yet there has been a strange silence at a time when the task force is steaming 
steadily closer to the Falklands, ready, in its admiral's words, to blow people's heads off if it should 
come to that, and to blow them off efficiently. 


In the Roman Catholic tradition the concept of the just war has laid stress on the proportionality of 
the means employed and on a good prospect of success. The 1978 [Anglican] Lambeth Conference reaffirmed 
the teaching of its predecessors in 1930 and 1968 that "war as a method of settling international 
disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ,' .—.Yet. all. this has 
found little reflection in the statements of church leaders. True, both the Roman Catholic leader, 
Basil Hume, cardinal archbishop of Westminster, and the Anglican leader, Robert Runcie, archbishop 

of Canterbury, have urged people to pray for peace and called for peace with justice. Speaking in 

the House of Lords, Runcie backed the UK government's course. He said all pray "that the use of force 
will be unnecessary. But let us be clear what our objectives must be... the rights of the Falkland 
Islanders to live their lives in conditions of their choosing". (Anglicans on the island are directly 
part of Runcie's jurisdiction, although he has designated the Anglican bishop of Argentina as his 
representative there). 


"International law has to be upheld and legitimate national interests safeguarded, but we pray that 
this may be done as far as humanly possible without bloodshed and the sacrifice of lives", said the 
cardinal. The Roman Catholic bishops, who met when the task force was sailing past Ascension Island, 
decided that the situation was changing so rapidly that they could not issue a detailed statement and 
merely confined themselves to calling for earnest prayer in support of efforts to achieve a just and 
peaceful solution to the crisis. 


The explanation of this silence could well be that church leaders feel that what is involved is bluff 
rather than the actual likelihood of young men on both sides finding a premature death in the waters 
of the South Atlantic, and that any explicit condemnation by them of recourse to armed force would 
reduce the possibility of the kind of just and peaceful solution everyone wants by suggesting that 
Britain might not be totally serious in the threat it was making. 


In addition, national loyalties come into it. When a military force is on its way to face the possibility: 
of death or mutilation, it can seem singularly insensitive and disloyal to suggest that really perhaps 
it ought not to be thinking in terms of armed conflict at all. 


Nevertheless one church leader has spoken out. Kenneth Greet, secretary of the Methodist Conference 

and moderator of the Free Church Federal Council, said in a first reaction that military action over 

the Falklands would be "anachronistic folly" and "an action wholly incapable of securing the welfare 

of the islanders". Subsequently he drew attention to the way the crisis demonstrates distressingly 

the ease with which large numbers of people can be worked up into a state almost of euphoria at the 
prospect of military action. "The Christian community must stand firm on its public declarations that 
war is an unacceptable method of settling international disputes", he said on 19 April. "That judgement 
is particularly relevant in the present situation when we are faced with the possibility of armed 
conflict between two countries both of which are at least nominally Christian". 


The likelihood that British personnel would be killed by British weapons - which the government has been 
busy selling to the Argentines - revealed very clearly the basic immorality and cynicism of the arms 
trade. "The resort to armed conflict would represent a quite inexcusable failure to find a satisfactory 
diplomatic solution to a long-standing problem", he added. 


Anglican theologian-bishop John Robinson has pointed forcefully to the Lambeth Conference resolutions 
condemning war as a method of settling international disputes, while the British section of Pax Christi, 
the international Roman Catholic peace movement, in a statement endorsed by its president Victor Guazzell 
one of Hume's auxiliary bishops, has called on the British government "at this late hour to reassess its 
position and give serious consideration to the non-violent ways of resolving the conflict". 


Two days before UK forces retook the South Georgia islands, the small Falklands dependencies 800 miles 
east, the British Council of Churches issued a statement urging no use of armed forces before all 
possibilities for UN action are explored and exhausted. 


But one has the feeling that these are minority voices, and that the majority of British Christians 
share the general view that Argentina must not be allowed to get away with its seizure of the Falkland 
Islands - whatever means may have to be employed to ensure this. 


Robert Nowell 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Christian Communication Criteria" EPS282.05.22 


This ts an edited excerpt of a presentation by John Bluck, World Council of Churches’ communtcatton 


director, to a meeting of European journalists near Geneva last month. Another excerpt appeared as 
EPS 82.04.135. 


The basic, non-negotiable premise of human communication is that it is dialogical, two way, respecting 
the receiver as much as the sender and able to reverse those roles. In the way most of our media are 
presently organised and owned, in and outside the church's, that's incredibly difficult to take top oulfeph anil fears 


The criteria of secular news media don't help us much in finding measurements that reflect gospel values. 
The classical Western journalistic standards of newsworthiness are timeliness (how recent?), prominence 
(how important?), proximity (how close to home?), conflict (how big a fight?), bizarreness (how odd?). 


: They were never more: than rules of thumb and they prove to be less and less adequate and more and more 
easily manipulated as the Red Brigade and other terrorist groups have shown only too well. As Gospel 
measures they were never much use anyway but when we come to make an alternative list we end up 
stammering and stuttering. 


Here is a very tentative list of criteria that we've been working on as part of a WCC study process. 
There, are 12 points, each in the form of questions to be asked of the substance and the style of any 
item, as*you decide whether or not to communicate it. 


inter-relatedness: Does the item acknowledge it's only part of the story? Does it reflect the inter- 


twining of social and spiritual, political and psychological, the ethical and the aesthetic, the individual 
and the corporate? Does it attempt a wholeness of understanding? 


Advocacy: Does the item reflect a choice in favour of the marginalised and the voiceless? 


Peace making: Does the item contribute to the building of shalom - a state of wholeness and justice, 


between communities, nations and individuals? 


Value reversal: Does the item reflect the reversal of normal order, importance and value that gospel 


truth demands - last before first, foolish before the wise, weak before the powerful, poor before the rich? 


Cultural integrity: Does the item respect the cultural setting, the language and traditional form of 


expression of those is describes and those it addresses? 


Theological integrity: Does the item respect the mystery and unmanagable 'otherness' of the gospel 
& & 80sSp 


by refusing to explain everything or judge absolutely? 


Modesty: Does the item claim importance and prominence for itself, over against others? Does it reflect 
a trust in the power of truth to speak for itself? 


Humanity: Does the item treat people as subjects of their own development, able to take responsibility 


for themselves? Does it respect the relationship between sender and receiver and enhance the human 
dignity of everyone involved? 


Ecumenicity: Does the item reflect in some way the perspective of the 'whole inhabited earth'? Does 


it appeal across division of denomination, POLILLCS | Pace ere? 


Clarity: Does the item contribute to greater openness and transparency, is it expressed with economy and 


Simplicity, is it addressed with precision? 


Appropriateness: Is the item conceived and practised in a size and style and with technologies 


appropriate to its setting and task? Does its ambition suit its purpose, is it sustainable in terms 
of the commitment, timetable, finance and staff necessary for the job? Does it aggravate dependency? 


Each of these criteria arise directly out of the Gospel stories or are inferred by the kind of relation- 
ship Jesus himself demonstrated with others. Stated baldly as they are here, these criteria sound a 
little otherworldly and impractical to say the least, and certainly remote from the routine of deadlines 
and column lengths. But on closer examination some of the criteria are in fact the hallmarks of what 

is already valued in the communication business, hard to measure up to every issue, not good for 
sensational results, but in the long term worth trusting. 


And there are some features of secular mass media that do reflect Gospel values consistently better than 
church controlled communication. I refer not only to those "redemptive glimpses" as Clifford Christians 
calls them - moments of moral and sacramental insight that peep through the garbage. Just as important 
is the public, open-to-everybody character of the media itself with its raison d'étre as uncovering that 
Which is hidden, shouting aloud that which is secret. That kind of determined Openness is better 
practised by secular media than church and deserves more recognition than it gets. The proper stage for 
Gospel truth is the most public of places and the more unappreciative and irreverent the audience, the 
better. The mass media reminds us of that mandate. 


And the second built-in gospel feature it contains is its commitment to being popular - accessible and 
intelligible to everyone. That's a goal that needs qualification and that sometimes requires too high 
a price for Christian credibility. But as-Christian communicators we retreat too easily from our 
obligation to be clear and comprehensible and we lack the courage to shorten and simplify as Jesus 
unashamedly did in his parables. I do believe that clarity and simplicity are moral issues. I do 
believe that those of us who dare to call ourselves communicators will be judged by how clearly we spoke 
and wrote. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Coffee System, Challenge to Christians" EPS: 82.05.23 


The following ts excerpted from an article written for the magazine of the Dantsh Ecumenical Council 
by Marcos Arruda, coordinator of the transnational corporations programme of the World Counetl of Churches. 


Words, unfortunately, do not have the power of images. Picture small peasants working in a coffee 
plantation in Brazil, El Salvador, Ethiopia or Indonesia. They are often landless and have no fixed 
habitat. They are only seasonally employed. They have many children who age too fast, whose bodies 

are thin and whose hearts are empty of hope. Their attempt to form unions and struggle for their rights 
usually meet with violence and repression. They are some of the world's poorest people. 


Now a second image: you are sitting among business executives in a comfortable salon on the top floor 
of a North American skyscraper, where you learn that the 1979 coffee sales of the largest US-based 
coffee processer, General Foods, were higher in dollar value than the GDP of at least 20 countries of 
the Southern Hemisphere; or are drinking a cup of Nescafé by Lake Geneva with a Nestlé director who 
tells you that his company's total sales in 1980 were worth 21 times the total exports of Tanzania. 


The coffee worker and the transnational trader and processer are two links in the same chain, which we 
will call the coffee system. The coffee worker is at the production end of the chain, you, the coffee 
consumer, are at the other. Between the two is a long and complex sequence of links, including such 
activities as marketing, shipping, roasting, packaging and retailing. 


Plus advertising: Most people know of the stimulating and cardiotonic properties of coffee due to its 
active ingredient, cafeine. However, that coffee has become a necessary part of the diet of whole 
populations the world over is mainly a result of advertising. In the US, the country that consumes 407 
of world coffee production, millions who live a tense and strained life characteristic of modern, 
overcrowded cities add to their daily stress 5 to 8 cups of coffee. Advertising is partly responsible 
for this excess consumption... 


Luther's comments, from as far back as 1524, about the multinational capital corporations are as valid 
today as they were in his time. In fact, modern monopolies have developed much more subtle and 
sophisticated ways of doing what he criticizes, of being what he condemns... The international coffee 
system offers a clear illustration... Five years of study and action on TNCs and the world market 
system have given us some valuable insights: 


a) the free-market system is based on a ‘monetary mystique’ whereby capital and Money are seen as 

human goals, and human freedom is conceived as a consequence and by-product of price and market freedom. 
The standardbearer of this mystique is capital, especially transnational capital, in its battle against 
the nation states with their tendency to intervene in social and economic affairs; 


b) unruly competition has marked the free-market system with a structural tendency towards market and 
price monopoly and the exclusion from any significant level of decision making of those who are 
directly affected, either as producers or as consumers. Thus, only the privileged minorities are 
actually 'free'; 


c) the industrial capitalist system, based on the belief that the free market, backed by appropriate 
government intervention, can guarantee economic as well as political and social freedom for all and can 
ensure work for everyone, has failed. The present world economic crisis is a dramatic illustration of 
this. Its disastrous effects on those who live from their labour are the result of corporate and state 
policies, and not just "the invisible hand" of the market forces; 


d) transnationalization of capitalist production has effected deep changes in national economies, 
national institutions and national elites. Together with the development model characteristic of the 
industrialized West, the value system, ideology and theology of capital and money were also trans- 
nationalized. An extreme outcome of this development in the poor world is the national security states, 
working in close collaboration with TNCs; 


e) the logic that guides the behaviour of capitalist institutions - maximization of profits on "free" 
markets ~ precludes recognition of the human being as an active subject, and thus in its very essence 
conflicts with the logic of the majorities and the vision of a holistic human society; 


£) overcoming injustice and oppression implies creating a new national and international order based on 
principles such as belief in the human being as subject and centre of history and the inalienable right 
of every individual to be integrated into society through his work, and to be able to satisfy one's needs 
by means of one's labour; 


g) there are only two major social networks or institutions which have the capacity to resist the power 
of transnational capital and develop alternatives on a transnational basis - workers' and consumers’ 
movements and religious movements. Both are rooted in communities of ordinary people and both are 
transnational institutions, with vast potential for developing international cooperation and solidarity. 


Today, more than ever before, the central problem of human society is distribution of power. For the 
gospel, it is a matter of sharing. Jesus's simple and direct message "love one another as I have loved 
you" cannot be fulfilled without the just and sustainable sharing of wealth, power and knowledge. This 


is the challenge put to us. 
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ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" EPS: 821405124 


President Reagan's welfare cutbacks and military buildup were confessed as national sins at a Good 
Friday service co-sponsored here by the National Council of Churches (NCC). In a litany, confessors 
specified that "we have deprived 400,000 families of welfare benefits" and "we have delayed 
disarmament talks". 


NCC President James Armstrong, United Methodist bishop of Indiana, noted that the US Constitution 
identifies "provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare" as purposes of the national 
government. But currently, he said, welfare is neglected and defence much overdone. 


Though the service was held at a central location, Christ Church United Methodist on Park Avenue, 
and widely publicized, it drew an attendance of only about 200, raising anew the question of how 
effective the NCC can be. 


Armstrong was elected to succeed William Howard for the 1982-85 triennium by the NCC governing board 
in Cleveland last November. The board meeting led into an "Ecumenical Event" of speeches, seminars 


_and celebration of the NCC's 1950 founding event in Cleveland, with leaders hoping it all might arouse 


some new zest for the NCC AND its endeavours. 


Valuable as the gathering may have been for participants, it attracted fewer people than NCC officials 
anticipated, and much of the media reporting was reflective of the "disenchantment" some church 
observers express. 


Whatever strength the NCC may have, nonetheless, has been used to row against the currents of 
Reaganism. At the first meeting of the NCC board after Reagan took office, it called on the churches 
to reject his overall approach. At the beginning of the fiscal year under the first Reagan budget, 
on 1 October, NCC General Secretary Claire Randall said the day should "live in infamy" because of 
damage done to the vulnerable. 


She also denounced Reagan's State of the Union message in January, and employed Louis Knowles, a United 
Presbyterian minister who was NCC hunger coordinator until the post lost its funding last year, to 
mobilize local groups for lobbying Congress against the Reagan budgets. 


The Roman Catholic Church has not fought Reagan in quite the same "holistic" way, but has opposed 

him in several areas, including El Salvador, Daniel Hoye, new general secretary of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and of its program arm, the U.S. Catholic Conference, joined Randall 
and other religious officials to reject Reagan's suggestion that churches take on more of the welfare 
work government has been doing. 


Several Roman Catholic bishops -- even conservative John Krol of Philadelphia -- have arisen in 
surprisingly strong moves to condemn US nuclear weaponry. So a numerous and diverse coalition of 
religious leaders now stand in the forefront of the anti-nuclear movement. 


Reagan supporters from the religious "new right", such as Moral Majority leader Jerry Falwell, now 
seem less conspicuous, their enthusiasm for the US president perhaps cooling. He has not battled 
abortion as they expected, nor strained his sinews for other causes peculiar to their agenda. They 
tend to favour Israel on theological grounds, but have seen Reagan, by campaign rhetoric more pro- 
Israel than Jimmy Carter, order a vote for UN condemnation of Israel after the Iraq raid and defy 
Israeli views on AWACS for Saudi Arabia. . 


Yet, not all church life revolves around Ronald Reagan. The role of women in ecumenism was highlighted 
in December when Church Women United, despite lingering pains from dismissing its executive director, 
Nan Cox, celebrated its 40th anniversary here at the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 


In January, a Committee on Lutheran Unity met here and announced plans that could lead to union of 
Lutheran Church in America, American Lutheran Church and Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, 
Maybe by 1986. 


New York's 1981-82 theater season has had an unusually large number of plays with religious themes. 


In "Mass Appeal", an idealistic young seminarian challenges an older, compromising priest. "Agnes of 
God'"' concerns a nun accused of strangling her baby. Playwright Christopher Durang, an alienated 
Catholic, gets back at his reachers in a satire, "Sister Ignatius Explains It All for You". A musical 


that has been going around a while, "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat", has now received 
a successful Broadway production. 


Others have come and gone. "Cotton Patch Gospel", which ran several months, was a one-man enactment, 
with interspersed songs by a country-western band, of the Gospel story in a rural Georgia idiom. 
"Solomon's Child" dealt with the deprogramming of a convert to a cult resembling Moon's Unification 
Church. Al Carmines, a minister-composer until last year with the Judson Church in Greenwich Village, 
had a new musical produced for a short run -- "The Evangelist", loosely based on a Sinclair Lewis 
hovel, Elmer Gantry. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
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ECUVIEW: "Learnings from Third World Theology" EPS:82.05.25 


This ts an edited excerpt of an address World Counetl of Churches General 
Secretary Philtp Potter at Humboldt Untverstty, Berlin, 18 March, in 
connectton with hts receipt of an honorary doctorate. 


First, Christians have been learning that the word of God in the Old and New 
Testaments is not just a spiritual affair. It does not concern only our souls, 
but the whole of our existence. God has created his world to be enjoyed by 
all for good. It is precisely the spiritualisation of life which had left 
the political and economic exploiters free to grab land and resources for 
themselves. People in Africa often say that the white man brought them the 
Bible and took away their land. It is therefore a claim of the gospel upon 
us to struggle that people may have a chance to enjoy life and have space to 
grow and be themselves. That is why Christians have got involved in the 
liberation struggles of people from economic, racial and political oppression 
in South and Central America, the Caribbean, Southern Africa, Korea and the 
Philippines, to name only a few countries. 


Secondly, when we choose life in Christ, we also choose his way of life, his 
judgment on life. He becomes the criterion for assessing life such as it is 
lived in our world today... 


All turning of things into idols, blindness and lack of discernment, 

befogging of the mind, prostitution of our existence, alienation 

of ourselves from what we produce,all this is the way of death. Christians 

are called to be messengers of life by the prophetic unmasking and naming of 

all the idols and demons which deprive us of true life. In the process, 
Christians make us whatever tools of analysis which, from the criterion of 

the word of life, facilitate this unmasking. The Marxist analysis of alienation 
is one such tool, and it is one which needs to be used not only in capitalist 
dominated countries, but also in countries which exalt Marxism bot on aac) tis 


We have been inspired to go even further. Jesus as the life also judges the 
words of Scripture itself. For a long time Christians used the Scriptures 
as a means of denying the humanity of people of ther races than their own, 
especially black people and Jews. The Aryan race became an LdOihcmaeb hast Ls 
still true among, for example, white South Africans who practise apartheid 
against the black people and claim to be upholding what they call Christian 
civilization. Similarly, the Scriptures have been used to bolster up the 
systematic exclusion and alienation of women from having the possibilities 
of a full life in church and society. The idoi of male domination in one 
form or another has been re-enforced by turning biblical passages into a law 
of ideology... 


Thirdly ... wherever Christians have found Jesus to be life in a very.concrete 
way, they have sought to share it with each other. This is what has been 
happening in the base communities in Latin America, in the people's movements 
in Asia, in the independent churches in Africa, and in the action groups in 
Europe. They have found a new solidarity of life together in prayer and 
worship, in singing new songs, in being mutually corrected and encouraged, 

in sharing what they are and have, and in acting together for justice and a 
richer life. These are often only tentative beginnings, but they are real 

and are beacons of the light of life. 


Fourthly, Christians are discovering that the forces of darkness and death 
are often overpowering and cannot be easily dislodged. In many countries 
today, the little breath of life which seemed to be peeping out is being 
snuffed out. How can we affirm life in the midst of death? Here, the dialectic 
of the judgment and the promise of the Lord of life over 411 human structures 
is becoming more evident. 
Tpe 
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CHURCH REACTION GROWS Ecumenical Press 
ON FALKLANDS /MALVINAS Service:82.05.26 


Geneva (EPS) - As the UK-Argentina confrontation over the Falklands/Malvinas 
continued, church leaders in the two countries issued more statements. 
[Earlier items: EPS 82.05.20, 82.05.21, 82.04.112]. 


A letter from representatives of the Argentine Federation of Evangelical 
Churches, including the bulk of the country's Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed, 
Pentecostal, Methodist, Independent, Salvationist, and Disciples denominations, 
says ''justice is on the side of our nation, a fact which has been recognized 

at the highest level of international Opinion". It adds that "the road to 

a peaceful solution... has been destroyed by the improper conduct of the 
British government during years of negotiations... and by the surprise action 
of the Argentine armed forces". 


Vocing support for the Argentine government position in this case, the letter 
notes that "there has been disagreement with other aspects of government 
policy". It adds that "once the present crisis has been overcome, the 
government will have to answer demands... for an immediate correction of its 
social and economic policies", a return to constitutional rule, and resolution 
of issues related to the large number of persons who have disappeared under 
suspicious circumstances during the period of military rule. 


In its own statement, one council member, the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, expresses its "firm position in favour of peace as well as its 
solidarity and commitment with the just claims of the Argentine Republic". 
It adds that the UELC "has committed itself to clarify the Argentine 
perspective among our sister churches in all the continents". 


In Britain, [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie endorsed [2 May] 
the sending of the UK naval task force in response to the Argentine armed 
forces’ arrival on the islands the UK has governed since 1833. "Within the 
complexities of an imperfect world", he said, "self-defence and the use of 
limited force in defence of clear principles can sometimes be justified". 

He added that the fundamental purpose must be "a peaceful and just solution... 
never... inspired by... revenge and recrimination". 


[Roman Catholic] Cardinal-Archbishop of Westminster Basil Hume said [30 April] 
that UK use of armed force is justified "as a last resort... It may well have 
an added responsibility to take action insofaras aggression often thrives on 
inaction and appeasement", he continued. He also stressed the principle of 
proportionality in any response with force, and urged church efforts on 
behalf of a world order in which war is outlawed. 


Earlier [28 April], United Reformed Church Moderator Martin Cressey said in 
a telegramme to UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher that UN solutions should be 
pursued "in the hope that no further armed force will be necessary". 


The same day, the president's council of the British Methodist Conference ur ged 
Thatcher "not to launch an armed attack until all remedies available in the 
United Nations have been thoroughly explored". It deplored the Argentine action 
which began the current crisis at the start of last month, but added it does not 
accept "that the best response to this act of violence by one middle-sized South 
American power is another, more drastic act of violence by a richer and more 
powerful European state". 


In addition, the Methodists said, the UK should either receive a specific UN 
mandate for military action °F” "continue working with the international 
community...to apply non-violent pressures to achieve a negotiated settlement 
Safeguarding the human, civil, and cultural rights of the [1800] Falkland 
Islanders", with sovereignty conceded to Argentina. 

EPS 


JAPAN CHRISTIANS IN Ecumenical Press 
WAR MEMORIAL PROTEST Service:82.05.27 


Tokyo (EPS) - Despite protests from Christian and other Japanese religious 
groups, the country's cabinet voted last month [13 April] to designate 

15 August as an annual "day to mourn the war dead and pray for peace" and 
commemorate the 3,100,000 Japanese who died in World War II. 


Earlier, an interfaith delegation spent an hour with a government official 
presenting their view that the day would violate "freedom of belief" and 

"separation of state and religion’, which the Japanese constitution provides 
for. Objectors see overtones of a revival of state Shintoism in efforts to 


get government backing for the memorial day. [Earlier items: 82.94.53, 
82.03.73; related item: 82.05.46]. 
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NATIVES FAULT CANADIAN : Ecumenical Press 
CONSTITUTION ON RIGHTS Service: 82.05.28 


Toronto (EPS) - Although most Canadians were relieved when their constitution 
ceased to be an act of the UK parliament and became a Canadian document last 
month, for 1.3 million native people it represents another failure in the 
drive to ensure recognition and assurance of their status as nations. 


The new constitution does not firmly define aboriginal rights. Instead, the 
former British North America Act's recognition and affirmation of aboriginal 
rights and treaties is reduced instead of expanded. Now, only "existing" 
rights and treaties are entrenched. 


Those rights are to be defined within one year at a conference of Canada's 
prime minister, 10 provincial premiers, and native representatives. But 
there are two major concerns about that. 


First, native people will not be able to vote on or veto any new definition 
of aboriginal rights; only the government ministers will have that power. 
Second, provincial premiers have voting power, which means the federal 
government no longer has sole jurisdiction in Indian affairs. Though the 
federal government says Indians have some claim to the land, none of Canada's 
10 provincial governments recognizes native ownership of the land. 


When the definition is finally written, it will probably reduce aboriginal 
rights, according to Karmel Taylor-McCullum, director of the interchurch 
coalition Project North, which works with native people. "Tf the government 
defines 'existing' narrowly -- and we assume that they will -- this will 

give the courts the right to be very conservative when it comes to aboriginal 
rights", says Taylor-McCullum. 


In practical terms, "existing" may mean constitutional protection applies 

only to treaty rights or claims settlements reached before the date the 
constitution took force. Native people currently negotiating land claims 
settlements might not be so lucky. They could reach a settlement, then see 

it overturned by federal or provincial law because of a lack of constitutional 
protection. 


In recent years Indians have worked hard to let the government know how they 
want protection for their cultures, lifestyles and rights, some form of 
self-government, and a say in decisions made about and benefits from 
resources on their land. However, the first draft on the new constitution 
came nowhere near enshrining those concepts. In that draft, native rights 
were omitted: intense lobbying by native people and other citizens (the 
Canadian churches played an active role) led to reinstatement of the native 
rights clause with the addition of the word "existing". 


Joanne Fatrhart Houlden (staffwriter, Untted Church [of Canada] Observer magazin 
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INDICTMENTS IN KOREA 
BRING CHURCH PROTEST 


Ecumenical Press 
Service:82.05.29 


Pusan, South Korea (EPS) - Despite protests from South Korean Roman Catholic: 
leaders, a priest, Choi Ki Sik, is among 16 people indicted last month 

[29 April] on charges related to an arson attack on a US cultural centre in 
this southern port city. One died and three were injured in the blaze. 


The government says Choi harboured a fugitive, Kim Hyon Jang, for almost two 
years even though the priest is said to have known Kim was sought bY police 
in connection with a May 1980 disturbance in Kwang Ju. They say Kim ordered 
Moon Bu Shik, a Protestant student at the theology school here, to set the 
cultural centre fire. Kim and Moon were also indicted. 


At a mass three days before the indictment, Roman Catholic Kwang Ju 
Archbishop Youn Kong Hum said Choi, who was already in custody, "did nothing 
but his duty". Police broke up an anti-government demonstration which began 
following the liturgy, attended by about 2,000 in the Seoul Roman Catholic 
cathedral. 


The country's Roman Catholic leader, Stephen Sou Hwan Kim, cardinal archbishop 
of Seoul, defended the granting of asylum and shelter. "Has Choi done so 
knowing that this would hurt the collective good of our society?" he asked 

in a media interview. "I don't think so..." He also said "we in the church 
are ready for meaningful dialogue with the government... but they are not 
forthcoming with dialogue". [Related items: G2.0Gs to), 02.04.24 17 


EPS 
NEW ECUMENICAL : Ecumenical Press 
ERA SUGGESTED Service:82.05.30 


Grand Rapids, Michigan, US (EPS) - A new era in ecumenism was suggested in 
presentations at the 19th annual [US] National Workshop on Christian Unity, 
here last month [19-22 April]. 


United Church of Christ President Avery Post Spoke of "a new centre... new 
ground" in ecumenism, more "spirit-driven" than institutional. In a nuclear 
age, he said, "only ecumenical formulations may be adequate to carry the 
mission in a new and dangerous movement in our human history". 


Christian Century magazine writer Jean Caffrey Lyles, author of a recent 
book on ecumenism, described it as "liveliest at the neighbourhood and local 
community levels". She said she finds among rank-and-file Christians an 
openness and "genuine yearning towards Christian unity", and, "for many... 

a real sense of excitement when they see the barriers being broken down". 


General Secretary Philip Potter of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
Said ecumenism viewed globally is a mixed picture. "In some places", he 
noted, "extraordinary things are happening". 


Social ethicist and theologian Elizabeth Bettenhausen, associate professor 
at the Boston University theology school, said questions of justice and 
inclusiveness, not just doctrinal formulation, affect church unity. "It may 
be", she said, "that we will agree more quickly on the nature of baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry if we leave out the difficult questions of the 
Significance of these doctrines for life in the world as the home of God. 
But", she asked, "of what use is unity achieved at the cost of denying the 
world"? 


EPS 


REPORTS REFLECT CZECH Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH DIFFICULTIES Service: 82.05.31 


Geneva (EPS) - Difficulties for some parts of the church in Czechoslovakia 
are reflected in reports during the past several weeks. 


At the end of last month, the official Czech news agency, Ceteka, reported 
that Vasil Bejda, head of the Communist Party propaganda department, said the 
country's Roman Catholic hierarchy is trying to use believers for anti-state 
activities, which would not be tolerated. He also said the Vatican distorts 
facts related to the country's religious life. 


The previous week, Vatican radio quoted from a document reported to have been 
delivered to Czech President Gustav Husak and Czech Roman Catholic Primate 
Frantizek Tom4%¥ek from the Charter '77 human-rights monitoring movement. 


Dated 10 March, the document refers to state anti-religious propaganda, 
greater obstacles to religious education, court cases against priests and 
other church people, and difficulties faced by religious orders. 


Eight of the country's 13 Roman Catholic dioceses lack resident bishops because 
the Vatican and the Czech government cannot agree on candidates. During a 
visit of the five bishops to the Vatican in March, the pope spoke publicly 

of "the concerns and problems of your ministry" including the "insufficient" 
number of priests. The number of seminarians, the pope said, "does not match 
the real needs of your dioceses, and that is not because of a lack of vocations 


but because of circumstances beyond your control". He also said another 
"urgent problem" concerns "adequate religious teaching for the young and for 
families" and referred to religious orders' "living conditions and the 


suffering of their souls". 


In his article, Bejda said "Czechoslovakia will permit no one to impede its 
process of construction... which also applies to Catholic clericalism. Our 
efforts are not without problems, but not without success either. An ever 
larger number of people are becoming conversant with scientific socialism 
and oriented by the values of socialist humanism. This is disliked", he 
continued, "by reactionary religious representatives, especially part of the 
hierarchy of the Catholic Church..." 


Last month, two priests were given prison sentences of 18 and 15 months for 
having tried to interfere with "state control of church affairs". Another 
had a seven-month sentence upheld for "damaging the interests of the republic 
abroad" by smuggling a letter to the West. 


Early this year, the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, based in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, US, said in its information service that there has been both "an 
intensification of the government's crackdown on religious activities" and 

a "back-to-church-trend" in Czechoslovakia. It also spoke of a "catacomb 
church" which "may have as many as 500 secretly consecrated priests and also 
a number of bishops". An estimated three-quarters of the country's Christian 
population is Roman Catholic. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.05.32-38 


(82.05.82: Guyana/Venezue la a 

The leadership of the Caribbean Conference of Churches has reaffirmed CEC.,, 
Opposition to any use of force to settle a territorial dispute between 
Guyana and Venezuela. 


82.05.3838: "Corpus Christi" 

The US nuclear submarine "Corpus Christi" is to be renamed "City of Corpus 
Christi". The change follows protests from church people and others. 
[1981 EPS No.34 & 35]. The Latin words are the name of a Texas town and 
also mean "body of Christ". 


82.05.84: USSR-Pentecostal ‘ 

A family of six USSR Pentecostalists rushed past police guards into the UK 
embassy late last month [27 April] asking help with immigration...~When they 
left, they were taken into custody by Soviet authorities. The six said 
their requests for permission to emigrate because of what they consider 
religious persecution are denied by officials. Six other Pentecostalists 
seeking permission to emigrate have lived in the US embassy since June 1978. 
[EPS 82.02.85, 82.03.86]. 


82.05.85: Laos-Evange lical | 

A mid-April report from the Christian Conference of Asia indicates that the 
Evangelical Church in Laos has been reunited after some time of division. 
It reports 85 places of church meeting in eight provinces, including a 
membership near 20,000, five pastors, and 261 elders or leaders. 


82.05.36: Zatre-medicine 

The Church of Christ in Zaire has announced its participation in a five-year, 
US$ 10 million programme in preventive medicine. The church is providing 
personnel, premises, and services of a value estimated at US$ 2.8 million, 
while the Zaire and US governments are to provide funds of US$ 2.3 million 
and US$ 4.9 million respectively. 


82.05.87: East Afrtca-Presbytertan 

The 10th general assembly of the three-nation Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa, meeting in Nairobi, has decided its hospitals are not to give 
contraceptives to unmarried persons. In other action, the assembly voiced 
concern about involvement of some church people in bribery and other forms 

of corruption, and criticized high expenditures on church weddings and 
funerals. It also pledged to work with government on Kenya's social and moral 
problems, a course urged by Kenya President Daniel arap Koi, who spoke to the 
assembly on its first day. 


82.05.88: UK-Kirk 

On the agenda for the annual general assembly of the [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] 
Church of Scotland this month were its response to the British visit of the 
pope, financial pressure on national and local church budgets, and a controversy 
over a reported rebaptism of the minister and session clerk of a CS parish. 

Also projected were resolutions and/or discussions on unemployment, disarmament, 
human rights, the Falklands/Malvinas, racism, and the media. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.05.39-44 


82.05.39: UK-dtsarmament 

The British Council of Churches and 16 other UK religious organizations have 
issued a call for prayer and action for peace and an end to the arms race in 
connection with the second UN special session on disarmament, 7 June - 9 July. 
Theme of the campaign, part of an international appeal for vigils, fasts, 
services, processions, and celebrations, is "Choose Life". 


82.03.40: France-immigrants |, ; , 
Cimadé, a French ecumenical aid organization, has asked French Interior 


Minister Gaston Deferre to issue identity cards valid for 10 years, renewable 
regardless of whether or not one is employed, to all foreign workers legally 
resident in the country. Cimade announcement said adoption of such a policy 
would remove a sense of "precariousness" in the lives of foreigners in France 
and would be “official recognition of the permanent character of immigration 
and that French society is multinational and multicultural". Currently, 
continued permission for an immigrant to live in France is more closely tied 
to employment and is granted for shorter periods. 


SacGo.2 1s Poland -he 

In Poland, the religiously dominant Roman Catholic Church has condemned 
violence during demonstrations this month by supporters of the suspended trade 
union Solidarity. It also repeated calls that the military government re- 
activate the union. Earlier, the government said it does not blame the church 


for the clashes, some of which took place after people gathered for 
mass. Last month, the church leadership offered 11 pages of proposals 


for discussion, including an end to martial law, release of all interned, and 
resumption of government-Solidarity dialogue. It also suggested that all 
sides must recognize Poland's relationship to the Soviet Union, which borders 
it, and the predominance of the Polish United Workers [Communist] Party in 
the country's political system. 


82.05.42: US-ecumenteat 
The [US] National Council of Churches has set up a 36-person panel to make 


recommendations about programmes, finances, and structures of the 
32-denomination agency. Last month, American Lutheran Church Presiding 

Bishop David Preus proposed a more "inclusive" ecumenical forum for issues 

of common concern and united witness. He suggested it should include NCC 
non-members such as the ALC, Roman Catholic Church, Southern Baptist Convention, 
and various Pentecostal and Conservative Evangelical bodies. 


82.05.43: Sweden-Central Ameriga, , seal ; 
An appeal for Central America initiated by the Christian Social Democrats 


of Sweden has been signed by nearly 300 Christian personalities, including 
bishops, professors, journalists, writers, artists, and members of parliament. 
Similar to an earlier statement by the Swedish Ecumenical Council [EPS 82.03.24] 
it raises concerns about the situation in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, 
and the Caribbean. 


82.05,44:Swttzerland-S.Afrt ‘ 
A Serie en ee more tha "a thousand names has been submitted to delegates to 


the assembly of the Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches urging stronger 
opposition to the South African apartheid (race separation) system and 
vigorous support for black denominations and church people there who oppose it. 


ECUVIEW: ''Proclaiming Christ in Solidarity with the Poor" ASEH aN Ne GS 


The followtng ts excerpted from the cone luding statement of a 14-18 January 
meeting on evangelism tn Hong Kong, sponsored by the Christian Conference of 
Asta. The full text appears in the February 1982 monthly letter on evangelism 
tssued by the Commtsston on World Misston and Evangelism of the World Counctl 
of Churches. . 


From the sharing of this consultation around the central theme of evangelism, 
the following points were made: 


1. To evangelize in the biblical understanding does not mean to win converts 
or manipulate people to respond, but simply to be true to making known the 
gospel in word and action irrespective of the results. 


The affirming of human worth, the naming of the oppressor, the giving of 
power to the powerless, the bringing about of a new sense of community in 
solidarity with the oppressed, and the relating of their struggle to the 
self-giving sacrificial love and death of Jesus, are the words and actions 
that are fundamental to evangelism. We live in expectant hope that the 
Holy Spirit will bring about a response. 


2. Evangelism must take place in solidarity with the poor and any proclamation 
is in the context of that community and its struggle. No religious pre- 
conditions are laid down for community. In the common struggle against 
evil forces, Christians work hand in hand with others regardless of their 
attitude towards Jesus Christ. In this context of struggle, evangelism is 
within, among equals, in trust and in a state of heightened awareness of 
sinful forces. In the process of solidarity with the poor, sharing their 
struggle and suffering, we share the gospel itself. 


3. Fundamental to evangelism, the gospel would include the following central 
themes: 


a) A clear recognition of God's concern for and identification with the 
poor. The God whom we know as a liberating and searching God was 
incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ. He shared the frustrations, 
the aspirations and the spirituality of the poor in their struggle for 
justice and the fullness of life. 


b) To all there is a call to a greater consciousness of sin with all its 
social, political, economic and personal consequences, and the need to 
repent. In community with the poor we discover that people not only 
are sinners but, more importantly, are sinned against. To the sinned- 
against, to repent is to turn from self-contempt to self-respect, from 
existing among the tombs to living in community, from despair to hope, 
from powerlessness to power. 


c) The gospel is about the kingdom of God. Central to an understanding 
of the kingdom is the self-giving, sacrificial love and death of Jesus 
Christ. This does not mean a passive acceptance of suffering but a 
call for a new community that emerges from struggles and suffering. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Militarism and Japan" EPS: 82.05.46 


‘This ts an edited excerpt of a peace appeal from the 28th general assembly of the Nattonal Counetl of 
Churches in Japan, last 18 March. [Related ttem : EPS 82.05.27]. 


The Japanese government's military cooperation with the US started with the Korean war in 1950. The 
present National Defense Forces developed as regular troops from the Public Peace Guards, which started 
as the National Police Forces. In recent years the Japanese government has given first ¢prierity to 
increasing its military budget with the help of powerful pressure from the US government. Japan is 

now eighth as a world military power. Japan has participated in cooperative military excercises with 
both the US and South Korea. Japan's three non-nuclear principles (not to possess, not to produce and 
not to allow the introduction of nuclear weapons to Japan) have been ignored. Cooperation in developing 
and using military technology has expanded. Japan is progressively getting ready for a future war. 

In this way the Japanese government is cooperating with US strategy of using the Korean peninsula as 

its base for its nuclear strategy against the Soviet Union. 


Militarization threatens people's lives by pressure on family budgets, by increase in funds for social 
welfare expenses and by controlling people's thoughts by changing the education system. We particularly 
need to realize that militarization tramples on human rights. Industry-military-academy are all closely 
connected. 


Legislation to give special power to the military in case of an emergency, promotion of the nationalizatio 
of the Kasukuni Shinto Shrine, emphasis on the divinity of the emperor, the distorted education system 

for national defence purposes, and the negation of basic human rights all threaten to be part of the re- 
militarization of Japan. 


We realize the seriousness of the militarization of Japan in relation to the rest of Asia. While Japan 
is claiming to be a peaceful state, usually it cooperates with the military powers in other countries, 
taking advantage of the rest of the Asians as cheap labour and exploiting their natural resources. 

In this sense, it can be said that Japan has already exercised military control over the other people 
Making use of the profits from the exploitation, Japan's militarization will progress for the protection 
of Japan's interests. This means that Japan has built a hostile relationship with the people in Asia. 


We cannot help becoming pessimistic and apathetic when we realize the total thrust of the world trend 
towards militarization today. However, when we turn our eyes in another direction and find a sign of 
the times, our view will be completely changed. Voices for peace coming out of the grass roots people 
in the marginal areas of the world have been spreading more and more whenever oppression has become 
dominant. Today, more people believe that their small actions for peace can become "a cornerstone" 
for peace making, and have realized the importance of the solidarity among people for unting their 
power together for peace. The Nuclear-Free Pacific movement is a good example of this. 


Peace movements are becoming a giant wave in Europe and the US. People are extending their hands and 
banding together across the boundaries that separate East and West. With this background we hear 
encouraging voices that Japan with its Peace Constitution and its experience of atomic bombs should 
take leadership in peace and in human rights issues in the world. These sense of crisis and voices 
against nuclear war are rising in Japan... 


During World War II most Japanese Christians went along with the majority militaristic trend. Because 
our military invaded those Asian nations, imposing unerasable damage to them, we have a special 
responsibility towards other Asians. We have been very insensitive towards other Asians and to some 
people in Japan who were sacrificed and discriminated against as Japan was becoming an economic and 
military giant. Our post™war insensitivity reveals our sin. However, today as we seek peace for our 
own survival, we clearly realize with whom we should seek solidarity, for those people who have been 
sacrificed by the ruling powers are the people who most eagerly seek peace. "Shalom'' does not mean 
only the absence of war, but it means situation where people do not oppress others, but support each 
other for the fullfilment of their lives (Is. 11:6-9). 


Militarization on the other hand yearns for power, captures people by fear of power, oppresses others 
by power and seeks to rule others by power. It is the worship of power (idol worship) where human 
blood and lives are demanded on the altar of powers. The idol worship will drag the world back into 
chaos. However, the Creator of the world has sent Jesus Christ to the oppressed (Luke 4:16-21). 
Jesus was crucified on the cross by the power of the world, but God raised Jesus, his son, from the 
dead (Mark 16:6-7 ; Colossians 2:14-15). 


His resurrection is the source of hope for overcoming the control by naked power and for building peace 
in the world without oppression. The power of the risen Christ is working without oppression. The 
power of the risen Christ is working among the people when those oppressed people will stand up for 
peace and for human rights. We are invited to walk with these people seeking Shalom at the place where 
we are. This is the way for us to experience the suffering of Christ and His resurrection. When Jesus 
drew near and saw the city of Jerusalem he wept over it, saying "Would that even today you knew the 
ways that make for peace!" (Luke 19:41). We have set before us the important crossroad of survival 

or destruction. (Deuteronomy 31:19). 


EPS 


ECUVLIEW: "A World Church visit to Argentina" EPS: 82.05.47 


The author, a member of the WCC communteatton staff, aeeompanted the eceumentcal team which vistted 
churches in Argentina last month [related ttems:EPS 82.05.26, 82.05.20, 82.05.21, 82.04.112]. 


Fear of war, fear of political arrests, and fear of government reprisals against church organizations 
were part of the atmosphere for the ecumenical team visit to Argentina last month. Despite increased 
political tension in Argentina a number of Protestant churches received an international team of nine 
church representatives in Buenos Aires in early April. From Brazil, South Korea, US, Portugal, Italy, 
Canada and the World Council of Churches' Swiss headquarters, team members spent the first week in the 
capital. Our arrival coincided with a massive suppression by heavily armed police and army of a 
peaceful demonstration by workers against unemployment. Developments during the week included the 
surprise Argentine takeover of the Falkland (Malvinas) Islands. 


We were housed at ISEDET (Instituto Superior Evangelico de Estudios Theologicos), Latin America's best 
known and one of the continent's oldest theological schools - not only a teaching institution, but also 
a centre uniting eight Protestant churches in ecumenical cooperation. 


The team met with representatives of the ISEDET member churches, faculty and members of various 
organizations who cooperate with or are sponsored by the institution. In particular the Permanent 
Assembly of Human Rights and the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights encounters were important for 
the team's understanding of the political realities for the churches in Argentina. Meetings with 
political prisoners after their release and with mothers of the "desaparecidos" ("disappeared persons") 
and the testimony of a human-rights leader about his arrest and police brutality on 30 March deeply 
moved team members. They were impressed by the strong stand taken by some Protestant churches, even 
though it results in persecution and death or imprisonment of church workers. 


> 


Argentinian Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura said: "Developments here during the last decades 
politically, economically and socially have been so rapid and so urgent that the church has been 
challenged to take part fully in the problems, thinking and decisions of the people. We had to 
develop a different relationship between faith, gospel, hope and suffering in the decisions that we 
have to face here - be it Uruguayens, Paraguayens, Argentinians or other countries in the region. 
Ours was not a theoretical development but it came from the confrontation with problems of life and 
death. Our people have been involved, and so have we, from the church. I believe that the people in 
our countries are expecting from Christians a more committed type ot life's 


After the initial week in Buenos Aires,the team split into three groups to visit different churches 
in the Rio Plata region: Uruguay, Paraguay, and Mendoza and Cordoba in central Argentina. While the 
1983 WCC assembly theme, "Jesus Christ~the Life of the World" was one focus, the visits themselves 
seemed to become the focal point for hosts and guests alike. 


Outside big centres like Buenos Aires, churches seldom have Opportunity to meet and discuss with 
members of the world church community. 


Ecumenicity was high on the agenda of many churches. Some of the Pentecostal churches - Pentecostalists 
account for most Protestants in mostly Roman Catholic Argentina - have become interested in working 
together with WCC-member churches, and have opened to political, economic and social problems of the 
community. In Cordoba it was felt that the churches participate and are involved on an institutional 
level rather than at the congregational level. And in Buenos Aires a pastor remarked: "The Roman 
Catholic Church in this country is seen like a large fan - so many different positions. But we are 

in discussion. And sometimes we are further ahead working together from a practical point of view, 

than in thinking together". 


Summing up the visitation experience, team leader Fernanda Comba, an Italian Waldensian, who is also 

a member of the WCC central committee observed: "Assembly preparation is the motive of this visit and 
of the ones to follow to other continents. But we should work like this all the time. Not many people 
knew about the council's programmes - because usually travelling is done by leadership, and we always 
talk through mediators. Talking to each other is an important aspect if we want wide participation 

in the world churches". 


Montque McClellan 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ‘Letter from London" EPS: 82.05.48 


tn hts first letter, the EPS London correspondent assesses the Engltsh ecumenical situation in light of 
the papal vistt scheduled for the end of the month and the upcoming votes on a covenant among four 
churches. The pope's vistt with church leaders at Canterbury ts to ine lude Anglican, Reformed, 
Methodist, Eastern Orthodox, Baptist, and Quaker representatives from England, Scotland, and Wales. 


When the pope visits Canterbury on the second day of his visit to Britain it is not just to meet the - 
archbishop. Nor will it be the occasion simply for the firing off of prepared speeches by both sides. 
He will sit down with leaders and representatives of all the major churches in England for a period 
of discussion and dialogue. In other words, he will be brought firmly into contact with the English 
Nonconformist tradition - and one person who has most strongly emphasized the importance of this is 
the archbishop himself, Robert Runcie. 


This historic meeting brings out both the tensions of the Church of England's present position, poised 
between Rome and Nonconformity, and the way in which the world of the English churches is, like 
Caesar's Gaul, divided into three parts - Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Nonconformist - and there is 
always a tendency for two of the partners to go into a huddle and leave the third out in the cold. 


This underlies the anxiety felt by some Anglicans as the time for decision approaches over the proposed 
covenant into which the Church of England would enter along with the Methodist, Moravian, and United 
Reformed Churches. Some people both inside and outside the Church of England see the covenant as 
forcing the Church of England to give up the ambiguity of its position as a bridge church, whose 
proudest boast is to be both Catholic and Reformed, and to choose whether to throw its lot in with 

the Free Churches or to stake everything on possible eventual reunion with Rome. 


That in turn for some of the more optimistic members of the Church's Catholic wing has been brought 
immeasurably closer by the publication of the final report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic International 
Commission (ARCIC), with its sketch of a universal primacy in a form that would be acceptable to 
Anglicans (and, let us not forget, to many Roman Catholics too, who would see in such a universal 
primacy the fulfilment of the hopes engendered by Vatican II). 


Indeed, the magazine of the Anglo-Catholic Church Union concluded its editorial on ARCIC and the papal 
visit: "Reconciliation between Canterbury and Rome is no longer a pipe-dream: it is an imminent 
possibility". Whether the publicly expressed misgivings of the Vatican's doctrine congregation, which 
presumably hardly welcomes seeing infallibility downgraded to an optional extra so soon after clobbering 
Hans Kiing on this very point, will serve to dampen this enthusiasm is uncertain. 


But certainly the feeling that reunion with Rome is within their grasp (even if objectively speaking 
it isn't and if in any case it would need to be a reunion that would gain the adherence of the 
Evangelical wing of Anglicansim as well) will serve to reinforce the misgivings about the covenant 
that have been voiced by Anglo-Catholics ever since the detailed proposals were published. These 
misgivings have been further strengthened by the hesitations expressed by some leading Roman Catholic 
bishops, who have doubts about the proposed method of reconciling the ministries of the different 
churches and the prospect of a transition period during which episcopally and non-episcopally ordained 
ministers are equated. However, these misgivings are not shared by all Roman Catholics and not even 
by all Roman Catholic bishops. 


Nor is the Church of England the only church involved whose response to the covenant proposals hangs 
in the balance. For many in the United Reformed Church the acceptance of bishops sticks in their 
gullets. It is, of course, recognized that episcope[oversight] is exercised in the Church; but actual 
episcopoi [bishops, overseers} is a different matter. It could be, especially for those from the 
Congregationalist tradition, that the unified structure of the URC is as far as they feel it right and 
proper to move from their Independent origins, and that to accept bishops into their system now would 
be somehow to disown the 16th and 17th century rejection of prelacy,and to betray their past. 


The United Reformed Church is in fact the first of the four churches formally to decide whether or not 
to enter the covenant, at its assembly at Bristol from 17 to 21 May - just a week before the pope arrives 


Thus the visit, with all the emotions it is already beginning to stir up, could well help to clarify 

the ecumenical scene by forcing people to come to terms with their own instinctive emotional responses. 
Already the hooligan element exemplified by the shouting down of the archbishop of Canterbury at 
Liverpool and the attitudes of the Rev. Ian Paisley and the Rev. Jack Class has served to modify what 
might be termed the dignified protest at the pope's visit. People who do not like what the pope stands 
for and who feel that church questions should be decided by rational debate rather than the populist 
appeal which John Paul II exercises so skilfully have to distinguish their stand from the "No Pope Here" 
brigade and to make it clear that, however much they may disagree with papal policies and papal claims, 
courtesy and hospitality are essential to any attitude that wants to regard itself as Christian. 


At the same time the papal visit may well serve to point up the divergence that has been growing 
between Roman Catholicism as it has slowly developed in England under the impact of Vatican II and 
Roman Catholicism andthe much more authoritarian lines favoured by the present pope. If Roman 
Catholicism in England continues to develop after the papal visit on the same relaxed and open lines, 
then this will affect the whole ecumenical climate. One outstanding question here is Roman Catholic 
membership of the British Council of Churches, on which a decision is still pending. The obstacle 
would seem to be the gut-~feeling among some Roman Catholics that membership of the BCC would somehow 
compromise their church's claim to uniqueness, even if after Vatican II these claims are now expressed 
in a politer and less abrasive form. 


A side issue has been the sudden announcement of the upgrading of diplomatic relations between the Unitec 
Kingdom and the Holy See, which apparently had nothing to do with the papal visit but was merely the 
culmination of developments that had been going on for some years. This upset a number of Free Church 
leaders who felt the government should have sounded out church opinion first. 


Robert Nowell 
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Church agenda on weapons proposed 

Churches react further on Falklands/Malvinas 
Indian attacks prompt church council concern 
‘Different wavelength’ on Anglican-RC report? 
Canadian churches council assembles 
Consultation considers diverse mission views 
ECUVIEWS (through 82.05.57) 


55: "North Americans and the Missionary Enterprise" 
56: “Ecumenism in Canada" 
57: "The Churches’ Role Given the Nuclear Threat" 


ECUTEXTS (through 82.05.61) 


58: "The Nuclear Threat: Theological and Ethical Issues" 
59: "Prayer for the Church in Asia" 

60: "Church to Church in the Falklands/Malvinas Crisis" 
61: "A Church Action Programme for Peace" 
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A new WCC report suggests ways churches can respond 
to the threat of nuclear destruction. 


Churches and their leaders continue to speak on the 
Falklands/Malvinas confrontatton. 


Recent attacks on Christians tn south Indta prompt 
concern in that country's Chrtsttan minority. 


The Vatican's doctrinal untt has reiterated reservations 
about the final report of the offictal internattonal 
Roman Catholie-Anglican theological dialogue team. 

The team's two Anglican leaders say the Vatican untt 
doesn't seem to understand what the report ts about. 


Representatives of the 12 denomtnattons whitch make up 
the Canadian Council of Churches have met for therr 
every-three-years' assembly. 


Is there a role for North Amertecans tn the world mtsston 
enterprise? Partictpants tn a recent eonsultatton seem 
to think so, even if they differ about what tt Le 


CHURCH AGENDA ON Ecumenical Press 
WEAPONS PROPOSED Service:82.05.49 


Geneva (EPS) - A seven-point church agenda in response to threats of nuclear 
destruction is suggested by a new report from the World Council of Churches. 
Titled "Before It's Too Late", the report from the WCC-organized hearing on 
nuclear weapons and disarmament last November in Amsterdam [1981 EPS No.33,34] 
was released at WCC headquarters, here, in mid-May [14]. 


The "time has come", the report says "when the churches must unequivocally 
declare that the production, and deployment as well as the use of nuclear 
weapons are a crime against humanity and that such activities must be condemned 
on ethical and theological grounds... We recognize", the report continues, 
"that nuclear weapons will not disappear because of such an affirmation by 

the churches. But it will involve the churches and their members in a funda- 
mental examination of their own implicit or explicit support of policies which, 
implicitly or explicitly, are based on the possession and use of these weapons". 


The report speaks of a "special responsibility" of US and USSR Christians. 

"The rest of the world Christian community has a right to expect that Christians 
in these countries will be active in challenging present nuclear arms policies", 
the report says, adding, "We take into account, of course, the different 
Situations of the churches in these countries". 


The churches are asked to "give the highest priority to efforts to create 
confidence and understanding between nations and peoples all over the world 
by a more constructive use of their international links with one another". 
They are also urged to "develop and support measures to overcome widespread 
cynicism, despair and indifference and expose narrow nationalistic thinking". 


Citing a danger of being "paralyzed by the immensity and complexity of the 
problems", churches are urged to "clarify the issues in a way which combines 
moral urgency with political understanding, and so to create a new climate of 
Opinion... not only for their own members but also for the public at large, 
including decision-makers in political and military circles". 


Referring to "increasing popular resistance to nuclear weapons in... both East 
and West", and ''some movements [which] include wider consideration about the 
relationship between disarmament and development", the report expresses 
"support [for] such movements". Noting "striking evidence of the effectiveness 
of some of these movements particularly those in which the tradition of 
education extends over many years", the report urges "churches and Christian 
individuals, where appropriate, to play a responsible part within them". 


Finally, the agenda urges consideration of four proposals - spread of information 
to "remove the myths surrounding, and to challenge the legitimacy of, nuclear 
weapons and the driving forces behind the arms race"; help for "political, 
military and scientific workers to understand the moral implications of what 

they are doing"; exploration of cooperation with people of other faiths and 
non-religious organizations on peace and disarmament; and "support [for] the 
victims of weapons testing, development, and production". 


Besides the introduction and the section on "urgent tasks for the churches", 

the report has a section on "basic theological and ethical issues" [EPS 82.05.58 ] 
and a discussion of five "critical problems" - "choices before us", arms-race 
driving forces, prospects for arms control and disarmament, first steps towards 
nuclear disarmament, and Third World perspectives. The hearing panel included 

17 church people from Africa, North America, Asia, East Europe, West Europe, 
Middle East, and the Pacific. It questioned 38 theological, political, scientific, 
and military, and peace-activist witnesses. 


EPS 


CHURCHES REACT FURTHER Ecumenical Press 
ON FALKLANDS/MALVINAS Service: 82.05.50 


Geneva (EPS) - There has been further church reaction to Falklands/Malvinas 


confrontation between Argentina and the UK. [Earlier items: 82.05.26, 82.05.20, 
82.05.21, 82.04.112- Related item in this EPS: 82.05.60.] 


In a [7 May] telex to the UN Secretary General Perez Javier de Cuellar, 
World Council of Churches' General Secretary Philip Potter said the WCC is 


"alarmed by the rapid excalation of military confrontation... in the South 
Atlantic, supports all you are doing to effect a ceasefire agreement and 
serious negotiations under UN auspices". Potter added that "churches all 


over the world fervently pray that efforts for peaceful settlement of the 
dispute will be fruitful”. 


Chile's Roman Catholic bishops urged [8 May] a peaceful resolution and 
arbitration.""The English and the Argentines", they said, "are our brothers". 


The executive committee of the British Council of Churches expressed [6 May] 
deep regret at "the escalating armed conflict... and the tragic loss of life". 
It urged the UK government to "pursue all means of negotiation which are 

open to them through the United Nations or other intermediaries to seek a 
peaceful settlement to the conflict and meanwhile to exercise all possible 
restraint and do all in their power to avoid the further use of force". 


In Aberystwyth, the spring meeting of Council of Churches for Wales [29 April] 
said it is "deeply disturbed by the jingoistic and militaristic spirit in 

the British people and their leaders which was manifest in their response 

to the invasion of the Falkland Islands". It also deplored the "long delay... 
in reaching agreement on the future of the islands during 15 years of 
negotiation". 


It called the Argentine action military action early last month sending troops 
to the islands, under UK control since 1833, "contrary to international law 
and to the wishes of the inhabitants of the islands". It said militarism 

"on both sides threatens the peace and security of the islanders of the whole 
world", and welcomed the resolution (number 502) of the UN Security Council 

on the issue. 


At its assembly in London, the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, 
called for full implementation of the UN resolution on the Falklands/Malvinas, 
and urged "withdrawal of all Argentine forces, the non-engagement of the 
British [naval] task force, and the devolving of responsibility upon the 
United Nations until such time as a durable peace settlement can be reached". 


Early this month [4 May] two former Anglican bishops of North Argentine 
criticized the "ruthless gunboat diplomacy" involved in the UK sinking of 

the Argentine cruiser General Belgrano. Bill Flagg, now assistant bishop of 
Liverpool, and Patrick Harris, now rector of Kirkheaton, said "many patriotic 
British people must be deeply concerned by our government's precipitant action 
and its unwillingness to allow for some flexibility in negotiations or time 
for a cooling-off period". 


In a newspaper article [8 May] [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie said the cost of even a just war might be too high. He urged both 

sides to accept UN mediation and some plan for international trusteeship of 

the islands. The next day, Britain's Roman Catholic leaders - Basil Hume 
cardinal archbishop of Westminster (for England and Wales) and Gordon Gray, 
cardinal archbishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh (for Scotland) - urged British 
Roman Catholics to "pray most urgently at this critical moment for a just 
solution to the Falklands crisis without further bloodshed and suffering, and 
for the successful outcome of negotiations at the international level". 
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INDIAN ATTACKS PROMPT Ecumenical Press 


CHURCH COUNCIL CONCERN Service: 82.05.51 
Madras (EPS) - The National Council of Churches in India has urged Prime 


Minister Indira Ghandi to ensure an impartial enquiry into recent cases of 
violence against Indian Christians. Last month's NCCI memo adds that "the 
continued presence of the officials under whose administration such ghastly 
veeerere had been perpetrated will prejudice an unbiased and impartial 
enquiry" 


Christians make up a major portion of the population of the area involved, 
the Kanyakumari district in Tamil Nad at India's south tip. Many of them 
are poor fisherfolk. 


Last Christmas, a Christian shrine and a couple of Christian villages were 
tagets of attacks by organized groups. Then came a "Hindu Revival and 
Resurgence Conference", and further anti-Christian attacks, some say with 
police blessing, 


Last March, .six were killed and several others seriously injured when police 
fired on a congregation in a costal village. Churches, Christian hospitals 
and schools, and houses of Christian people, have been attacked by organized 
groups in several places. 


Hindu-Muslim conflict are part of the recent history, especially connected 
with the division of the subcontinent into mostly Hindu India and mostly 
Muslim Pakistan at the time of independence from the UK in 1947. The 
traditional caste system has given rise to serious disharmony within 
Hinduism itself, and conversions to Christianity, especially from lower 
castes, have caused some Hindu resentment [1981 EPS No.25]. There have been 
some successful attempts to enact anti-conversion bills in state assemblies. 


Thus, notwithstanding tolerance principles in Hinduism, disturbances 
involving members of different faith communities have not been uncommon in 
the country, although they have been sporadic and localized on the whole. 


The rise of more militant Hindu groups, such as Rashtriya Sevak Sangh, is 
taken by some as evidence of a change. The spread of their activities from 
the north to the south, where the Christian population is strongest, has 
alarmed churches here. RSS influence is connected with new organizations 
in several southern cities, such as the Hindu Resurrection and Temple 
Protection Fronts. 


The NCCI membership includes United, Lutheran, Baptist, Oriental Orthodox, 
Mennonite, Methodist, Independent, Reformed, Nestorian, and Salvationist 
denominations. 
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"DIFFERENT WAVELENGTH ' Ecumenical Press 
ON ANGLICAN-RC REPORT? Service:82.05.52 


London (EPS) - The Anglican co-chair and secretary of the official international 
Roman Catholic-Anglican theological dialogue team (ARCIC) say the Vatican's 
doctrinal unit, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, seems to misunder- 
stand ARCIC's aim and method. 


Henry McAdoo, Dublin archbishop, and Christopher Hill, ecumenical affairs 
assistant to Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, spoke in response to 
cautions on the final ARCIC report reiterated by the congregation in a 3,500- 
word commentary sent to the world's Roman Catholic bishops. It says it has 
"justified reservations" about ARCIC's use of the term "substantial agreement" 
to describe questions related to papal authority, the eucharist, women's 
ordination, and priesthood. Though calling the ARCIC report "a notable 
ecumenical endeavour and a useful basis for further steps on the road to 
reconciliation", the congregation suggests that in important cases it does 

not outline "a fundamental agreement about points which are truly essential". 


McAdoo and Hill said the congregation document "appears to be on a quite 
different wavelength from that of the final report", which tries to outline 
convergences, and shared faith expressed in some cases in different 
formulations. The Dublin archbishop said the congregation's ‘approach has 
the effect of making the doctrinal position of one church and its formulation 
of that position... the criterion". 


Hill cited Popes John XXIII and John Paul II in support of the ARCIC approach. 
He remarked that the congregation's "observations frequently refer to the 
defined Roman Catholic teaching and do not seem to reflect sufficiently the 
distinction between faith itself and its verbal formulation”. [Earlier 

items: EPS 82.04.127, 82.04.88, 82.04.87, 82.04.49, 82.03.84]. 
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CANADIAN CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL ASSEMBLES Service:82.05.53 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada (EPS) - The fifth triennial assembly of the 
12-denomination Canadian Council of Churches attracted nearly 200 people here 
this month [2-6 May]. Elected new CCC president Russel] Legge, moderator of 
the Church of Christ (Disciples). 


Among Canadian and world issues on the assembly agenda were disarmament, 
peace, and the situation of Canadian native women. One resolution directed 
that CCC banking business be changed to the Toronton Dominion bank or credit 
union, said to be the only major Canadian bank with a policy against financial 
assistance to the South African government. 


In his report CCC General Secretary Donald Anderson noted both joys and 
disappointments in recent efforts to form a more comprehensive Canadian 
ecumenical association to succeed the CCC [EPS 82.05.56]. The CCC includes 
Anglican, Oriental Orthodox, Baptist, Eastern Orthodox, Disciples, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Quaker, Salvationist, and United denominations. 
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Ecumenical Press 


CONSULTATION CONSIDERS 
Service:82.05.54 


DIVERSE MISSION VIEWS 


Ventnor, New Jersey, USA (EPS) - Diverse approaches to missionary work, often 
fiercely debated, were presented with at least surface harmony by panel members 
at a consultation on "The Role of North Americans in the Future of the Missionary 
Enterprises", held here at the Overseas Ministries Study Center. 


Some participants left the session, however, with a feeling that underlying 
conflicts were left unexplored in the talk of "complementary" views. 


The consultation drew more than 200 participants, including conservative 
evangelicals, Roman Catholics and mainline Protestants. All seemed to envision 
a continuing role of significance of US missionaries, and most acknowledged 
that the role would have varied dimensions. But direction of emphasis diverged 
considerably. 


A panel on "controlling principles" included five advocates of different 
positions, each characterized by a pair of terms. 


Ralph Winter, director of the Center for World Mission in Pasadena, California, 
spoke on "Hidden Peoples/Frontier Missions". 


Identifying this principle with mission to "the unreached", he said it was 
fundamental to the Edinburgh Conference of 1910, had drawn a resurgence of 
interest in recent years and was now a growing concern of youth. 


Anthony Bellagamba, a priest from Italy who directs the US Catholic Mission 
Association, advocated "Mutuality/Interdependence". 


"No more mother-daughter churches, but sister churches"! he insisted, 
mphasizing that all churches can receive gifts from others. US Roman Catholics, 
he said, have been "evangelized" in recent years by Roman Catholics from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 


Warren Webster, general secretary of the Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, stressed "Evangelism/Church Growth". He presented the strategy of 
sending missionaries to evangelize and "plant" churches, with national Christians 
then expected to "multiply" them. 


Melinda Roper, president of the Marknoll Sisters and a former missioner in 
Central America, presented the view "Liberation/Solidarity with the Poor". 
"We missioners have the good news announced to us by the poor to whom we are 
sent", she said. 


Wilfred Cantwell Smith, former missionary teacher in India and now professor of 
comparative history of religion at Harvard University, called for "Christian 
Presence/Dialogue". 


"Sensitive, informed Christians cannot morally disdain other great religions", 
he said. "It is our business as Christians to transcend the walls of separation 
between religious communities". 


In an interview, Patrick Kalilombe, former Roman Catholic bishop of Lilongwe, 
Malawi, now doing doctoral work in Berkeley, California, questioned the way 
religions such as Buddhism and Hinduism are identified as pene at wlCod. 1 swabso 
at work in the traditional religions of his ancestors, he suggested. 


Yap Kim Hao, general secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia, said in an 
interview he is "not sure real dialogue is taking place". He said he senses 

"a posture of trying to maintain a future of the US missionary enterprise without 
asking whether the enterprise is valid. There will bea future role for North 
American missionaries. But it will be... quite different..." 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
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ECUVIEW: "North Americans and the Missionary Enterprise" EPS7282;05.55 


This ts excerpted from an address by Jorge Lara-Braud, who directs the Council 
on Theology and Culture of the Presbytertan Church tn the US. He spoke to a 
consultatton on "The Role of North Amertcans in the Future of the Mtsstonary 
Enterprise" [EPS 82.05.54]. 


I come to the subject matter of this conference with a genuinely sympathetic 
view. I was introduced to the Gospel of Jesus Christ by US missionaries. 
Throughout my years as a first generation evangelico (the preferred self- 
designation of Latin American Protestants) I have been blessed by the companion- 
ship of other US missionaries in the Third World, especially in Latin America. 
Also, I have never ceased to be impressed by the contribution US missionaries 
have made since early in the 19th century to the birth and nurture of Christian 
communities throughout the world. As we celebrate today the existence of a 
truly world-wide Christian fellowship, we owe to US missionaries -—- Protestant 
and Roman Catholic -- a greater debt of gratitude than we owe to missionaries 
of any other nationality... : 


Perhaps what they [in countries receiving US missionaries] worry most about is 
our propensity for violence, because it eventually reaches them in alliance 
with their dictators, in the selling of weapons to anyone who will buy then, 
and in the training of their security forces in the arts of eliminating the 
people's opposition. In the larger scale, they see us cheating our poor and 
endangering the world because a perverse doctrine of national security demands 
the creation of more and more sophisticated instruments of annihilation. 


Does a nation like that, where the majority are practicing Christians, have 

the right to send missionaries? Aren't those missionaries in some sense carriers 
of the spiritual disintegration that afflicts their nation? Will not they 

become informants for their intelligence services against the people they serve, 
since they have no record of opposing such misuse of power in their own country? 
I have heard these observations and questions not once but repeatedly among 
Christians in Latin America whose commitment to the Gospel of the poor Jesus 

has brought them to the intersection between the power of their dictators and 
American power. 


I have also heard similar observations and questions made by Koreans, Filipinos 
and black South Africans. If you ask, don't they also fear Russia and its 
surrogates? Yes, they do, but not nearly to the same degree. In the first 
place, the Soviet Union and its allies are nowhere near as omnipresent. In 

the second, one has no illusions about atheists. 


We need missionaries precisely from the churches that were born out of our 
forebears' missionary obedience. Perhaps more urgently we need missionaries 
from those people who are most directly hurt by the misuse of our power — 

like those who know the experience of prison and torture for the crime of 
political dissent. Anything we do to encourage mission in reverse will be not 
only a sign of penitence but also the freedom of a new beginning. 


But a sizable missionary force from abroad come to re-evangelize us is not 
likely to materialize in the foreseeable future. Shall we then forget the 
call to cross-cultural mission? Me genoito - God forbid! In the final analysis, 
with St.Paul we say, "For it is not ourselves whom we preach; we preach Jesus 
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake" (II Cor.4:5). 
This is the kind of proclamation we foresee for our future missionaries. In 
a paradoxical way they will be needed where we are the most feared or the most 
doubted, for there preaching as forgiveness and preaching as humility will be 
able to sound an in-spite-of note which must accompany the proclamation of 
any US missionary. 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ecumenism in Canada" EPS :82.05.56 


This ts excerpted from the report of Donald Anderson, general secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches, 
at the CCC trtenntal assembly thts month [EPS G2 i baGS Js 


It is important to remember what is given and how far we have come; it is important also to recognize that 
what is given must be expressed in our life together and that we have not been vigorous in pursuing that 
task. We rejoice in how far we have come; we must also remember how far we have yet to go. We are a 
people in pilgrimage with no good reason for dawdling. What is disappointing? 


1) We have weakened and confused ecumenical engagement at the national level by the creation of 
another inter-church body rather than moving clearly towards a successor to the Canadian Council 
of Churches... At the present interim stage, a good number of senior church officials are asked 
to sit both on the Inter-Church Committee and the Executive and Board of the Canadian Council of 
Churches. Financial resources are divided and from the statements and enquiries which come to us 
it is clear that church people, even those who should be informed, and others, find it very difficult 
to know what is going on or where their efforts should be placed. 


2) Even with the work that has been done over the last five years, we have not yet reached a consensus 
about the goals and purposes of a new national ecumenical association. Our inability to find an 
adequate name, the continuing conversation about the form and style of the committee and its agenda 
are all marks of this. It has even been Suggested that the words church, ecumenical and council 
are inappropriate because of past associations. We have retreated to a stage of ecumenical conver- 
sation which 38 years of life in the council, the Vatican documents on ecumenism and many other 
statements and initiatives suggest we should have left many years ago and at times it seems as though, 
rather than building on many years of ecumenical encounter and experience, we are beginning the 
conversation all over again. 

3) There is a very strong tendency to Suppose thatecumenical encounter at the national level can be 
adequately dealt with by senior officials of the participating churches. The ecumenical task must 
be carried on in all levels and sections of church life in conversations with each other. The 
national ecumenical task can only properly be done when there is exchange and conversation between 
church leaders and members from all parts of the Christian community. That is what this assembly, 
however inadequate, trys to do: to bring together people who are engaged in church life at the 
national level and in many other places. Only three of the participating member churches in the 
new Inter-Church Committee are in a position to appoint more than one member to the committee. 


4) Can a national ecumenical grouping of church leaders, even at an intermediate stage and though some 
of its members are not members of the World Council, be considered a serious ecumenical venture and 
at the same time ignore the World Council of Churches? 


I raise these four points not to suggest that we have failed. We have not failed. I raise them to 
Suggest that we have a very long way to go and that both the joy of what we have accomplished and the 
obvious difficulties in the way present a challenge that we must not shirk if we are to be faithful. 


We often spoke in the six years of preparation and at the two church leaders conferences in 1980 and 1981, 
of the goal and task of ecumenism and what is required to work towards it. Some of this is expressed in 
the working documents of the Inter-Church Committee but only tentatively. 


The emphasis in the Inter-Church Committee, as I have sensed it, has not been on the divine imperative 
which summons us to reconciliation and to examine our institutional and structural life in the light of 
that imperative in order to work and grow together. The emphasis in the Inter-Church Committee has been 
an effort to become an agency or organ to facilitate cooperation between churches in the things they want 
to do; an agency in which there will be no risk or very little; a forum in which church leaders will 
participate and which might lead to cooperative programmes by some of the churches. 


There is nothing wrong with cooperation; it may we 1 be the place to begin and in some minds at least 
the effort to identify one major project for the Inter-Church Committee to undertake is intended to be 
that starting point. 


Cooperation also has shortcomings. A purely cooperative agency tends to perpetuate the status quo to 
undergird a fairly comfortable and friendly co-existence and the "denominational integrity" we hold 
so dear. 


The challenge we face is to recognize the glory of what we are in Christ and the shame of how poorly we 
reflect it and to take a few humble but very intentional steps to bridge the gap. In whatever project 
the Inter-Church Committee chooses for cooperation, it must ask "does our protection of ‘denominational 
integrity’ came from a deep concern for the truth or is it merely defensive; the conforming to the world 
which our Lord rejected at every point in His life?" We must ask, "In what way does our cooperative 

life together and our reflection on it challenge our several ecclesiologies and the exclusive structures 
and bureaucracies in which we express those ecclesiologies?" 
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ECUVIEW: The Churches Role Given the Nuclear Threat" EPS? 82.05.57 


The following is excerpted from a presentation by Ninan Koshy, dtrector of the Commtsston of the Churches 
on Internattonal Affatrs of the World Counetl of Churches. He spoke during a world conference sponsored 
by the Russian Orthodox Church on "Réltgtous Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear 
Catastrophe" in Moscow, 10-14 May. The enttre text ts available on request. 


What can the churches do in this situation? Many of the possible actions are those in which churches 
and Christians can and should actively cooperate with people of other faiths. But first let me indicate 
some of the areas and issues on which churches and Christians may take action. 


i) Confidence-building. This is an oft-repeated phrase. But for the churches this has a special 
significance and also for other religions. We transcend national boundaries. We have in our member- 
ship people living in different political and economic systems. We should more effectively use our 
international relationships. We should encourage greater contacts among people of different countries. 
There is a tendency to dismiss anything that is said from the capital of a country that is described 

as adversary, as propaganda. Several possible initiatives for disarmament may be killed by this. 
Confidence-building assumes paramount significance today. 


ii) Clarifying the issues. Many people, including many Christians, are in danger of being paralyzed by 

the immensity and complexity of the problems. Churches and other religious groupings can help to clarify 
the issues in a way which combines moral urgency with political understanding. Political leaders often 
use a style combining threat and secrecy in communicating on matters related to military policies. 

This needs to be chailenged by helping people to understand the issues involved. 


iii) Condemning on moral grounds. The time has come when the churches must unequivocally declare that the 
production, development and use of nuclear weapons is a crime against humanity. The nuclear weapons issu 
is something that goes to the very core of faithfulness to the gospel. 


iv) Special responsibility. There is a special responsibility on Christians and diurches in those countrie 
which possess nuclear weapons and especially on churches in the USA and the USSR. Thisc onference is in 
a way a recognition of that special responsibility. 


v) Countering the "enemy image''. There is a tendency to characterize those of other nations and ideologie 
as the "enemy" through the promotion of hatred and prejudice. This trend has to be countered by alternat 
information and education. 


vi) Elaborating new concepts of security. Security must be sought in cooperation - regionally and globall: 
instead of in rivalry and in search for military superiority. There can be no ultimate security for any 
unless there is security for all. Reliance on nuclear weapons as the guarantee of security should be 
challenged. Security should be seen in the broader sense of the welfare of the people, their rights and 
justice to them. 


vii) Calling attention to the root causes. The churches should call attention to the root causes of war, 
mainly to economic injustice, oppression and exploitation and to the consequences of increasing tension 
including further curtailment of human rights. 


viii) Supporting the work of peace movements. In several countries in recent years peace movements have 
become active. In many of them churches are taking an active part. 


ix) Campaigning for specific steps for disarmament. I have mentioned earlier some of the specific steps 
for nuclear disarmament that deserve support. In building public awareness on these and in helping to 
create a favourable climate much has yet to be done. 


I must point out that many of these possible lines of action have come from the experience of the churche 
There are many churches which have committed themselves to peace-making as continual witness through 
preaching, teaching and action. 


The World Council of Churches believes that many of these efforts can be undertaken in cooperation with 
people of other living faiths. Over the years the WCC has developed a programme for dialogue with people 
of other living faiths. The experience of dialogue has shown us that it is not just a matter of some 
religious, ideological or cultural issues. It means an acceptance of our shared human life and destiny. 
It is a dynamic contact of life with life, concerned with living together and acting together. We have 
moved from dialogue as a concept to dialogue as a relationship. We have become more conscious than ever 
that we are in a common struggle for a just and sustainable society. 


There is no more urgent struggle today than the struggle against nuclear arms race. And in this struggle 
people of all living faiths are together because it is one common humanity and the one planet earth 
created by God that we have to preserve. 
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ECUTEXT: "The Nuclear Threat: Basic Theological and Ethical Issues" EPS:82.05.58 


The following ts excerpted from "Before It's Too Late", a new World Council of Churehes report on nuclear 
weapons and disarmament [EPS 82.05.49/. The complete text ts avatlable on request. 


In trying to tackle these huge problems from a Christian standpoint, we cannot now enter into the larger 
debate, as old.as Christianity itself, about Christian attitudes to war as such. Christians ought to 

be peace-makers. War, any war, is an undoubted evil. There is a stark contradiction between the way 

of love and suffering, which is Christ's way, and the deliberate infliction of suffering and death on 
others. Yet most Christians in most ages have believed that there are circumstances in which fighting 
can be the lesser of two evils. 


All the theologians who gave evidence to the hearing were, in their different ways, caught in this 
dilemma, and none presumed any hope that theology could provide easy answers. The questions posed by 
nuclear weapons are new. There has been little world discussion from a theological perspective of the 
issues involved and it is not surprising that there is no consensus. Each spoke against a different 
political background, and illustrated the extent to which theological and ethical judgements have to 
be related to the circumstances in which they are formed, and to the practical details of the subject 
in hand. 


Theology does not exist in a vacuum. But neither is it mere commonsense reflection about current affairs. 
The theologian is all the time aiming to grasp at something more, some new perspective, some new dimension 
of hope, a further awareness of the breadth and magnitude of the issues at stake, a sense that there are 
moral constraints within which human beings have to live if they are to retain their humanity. Professor 
Schillebeeckx, a Roman Catholic theologian from the Netherlands, warned that "the churches should not 
pretend any kind of ethical superiority; they share the uncertainties of our so-called 'culture'. In 
spite of this they will have no choice but to speak out in all humility but from within a fundamental, 
prophetic ethical indignation". That nuclear weapons in some unique way give ground for such indignation 
was the clear message of our witnesses. It arises from the perception that there are major ethical 
differences between nuclear weapons and all those which have preceded them. 


This is not the place to describe the horrors of nuclear war. Nor do we pursue here the arguments put 

to us about the waste of economic resources and the consequent global injustice of nuclear strategies; 
the same arguments apply, sometimes even more strongly, to the build-up of conventional arms. Waste 

and horror form the background to what we say, but the first crucial ethical difference, as we understand 
it, derives from the scale of nuclear devastation, a scale out of all proportion to any reasonable war 
aim. Warfare on such a scale involves a degree of unpredictability humanity cannot afford to risk. 


The second, crucial difference derives from the indiscriminate character of such weapons, entailing as 
they would a degree and type of destructiveness which could not even in theory be confined to combatants; 
indeed not only would non-combatants inevitably suffer major casualities wherever such a weapon was used, 
but much of the biosphere might be devastated as well. The long-term effects of radiation add a further 
indiscriminate element, comparable to that of biological warfare, which has already been outlawed. 
Humanity's responsibility under God for his Creation is one of the issues at stake. 


To say this is not to claim that a sharp dividing line can in all instances be drawn between nuclear 

and conventional arms in terms of their immediate results. There are degrees of devastation and degrees 
of unacceptability even within the limits of conventional warfare. There are those who argue that, in 
some special circumstances, a very limited use of a few nuclear weapons might be no more unacceptable 
than a conventional attack. Such a limited use would, however, carry with it unpredictable long-term 
consequences... 


In light of these special characteristics of nuclear weapons, and fully recognizing that there is no 
Christian consensus on the subject of war as such, we wish to state unequivocably that nuclear war- 
fighting is morally wrong, whatever the circumstances. 


Advocates of the strategy of nuclear deterrence, who might endorse this condemnation of nuclear war, argue 
that the strategy is ethically justifiable precisely because its aim is to prevent war. The ambiguities 
of the strategy have been discussed earlier in this report. The ethical point at issue is whether the 
possession of, preparation for the use of, and readiness to use, nuclear weapons fall under the same 

moral condemnation as their actual use. There is, of course, a profound difference between intentions 

and deeds, not least in terms of their possible consequences. There is also an element of ambiguity in 
threats, especially when part of their effectiveness lies in the uncertainty about whether they will 
actually be carried out. But we cannot escape the conclusion that the readiness to do something wrong 
shares in the wrongness of the action itself. It would be an exaggeration to claim that the strategy 

of nuclear deterrence, and the weapons on which it depends, are as unmitigated an evil as an actual 
nuclear war would be. We believe, however, that they are evil, and that the possession of such weapons 
and the readiness to use them are wrong in the sight of God and should be treated as such by the churches... 


Part of [the church's] role and responsibility is to press ahead with deeper reflection on the theological 
and moral issues raised by nuclear arms. As a result of the questions raised during the course of the 
hearing, we are convinced that the whole church and especially the world theological community has a 
responsibility to continue urgent study of these matters, in particular such issues as the following: 


1. If twentieth century concepts of total war have rendered much traditional thinking about just war 
doctrine obsolete, is it nevertheless still justifiable to condemn some forms of warfare as disproportionate 
and indiscriminate? In the event of escalation to nuclear war what would be the moral difference between 
first strike and retaliation? What are the theological and moral grounds for such judgements? 


2. Christian attitudes to war have in the past developed in the context of conventional warfare. The 
development of nuclear weapons has started a process of reformulation of Christian attitudes and approaches 
to war and pacifism. Can Christians take a position of "nuclear pacifism" and still justify conventional 
warfare? 
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ECUTEXT: "Prayer for the Church in Asia" EPS?82.05.59 


At tts general committee at the end of April tn Kuala Lumpur, those assembled celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of the tnaugural assembly of the Stngapore-based Christtan Conference of Asta. The 
anniversary ltturgy tneluded the following prayer: 


We who come from many nations and different races, from many churches set amidst people 

of many different faiths and ideologies. We who live amidst the great wealth of the 

few and the great poverty of the many. We who have known freedom and oppression, suffering 
and hope. We who have the same weakness for division and pettiness as other people, bring 


you praise and thanksgiving that your goodness to us during these past 25 years has been 
greater than our faithfulness... 


Living Lord, who met your disciples at the-edge of the lake, behind locked doors, 

on the Emmaus Road, in the Upper Room. We praise and thank you for all the places you 
have met with us, walked with us, eaten with us, spoken with us, during these years. 
We remember with gratitude your calling us together by the lake at Prapat, the ‘meeting 
place' where you inspired us with the vision of our Gommon evangelistic task and bound 
us together as churches and councils in common obedience and mutual commitment. 

We thank you for our commitment to one another formulated at Kuala Lumpur in 1959: 
"Believing that the purpose of God for the churches in East Asia is life together in 

a common obedience to Him for the doing of His will in the world, the EACC is hereby 
constituted, its constitution being accepted, as an organ of continuing cooperation 
among the churches and national Christian councils in East Asia within the framework 
of the wider ecumenical movement".... 


We thank and praise you for the cities which have been the centres of our activities. 
We remember Bangkok, the special base for our work in the early days of the EACC, and 
the assemblies and gatherings held there. We remember Singapore, where our name was 
changed to the Christian Conference of Asia, where the office was centralized and all 
that this has meant for the development of our work as a team of colleagues. 

We remember Hong Kong, from where the Urban Rural Mission work is carried on, /and/ 
for the joy of renewed fellowship with the Chinese Christian leaders in that city 
last year. We remember Tokyo which housed the International Affairs Desk and the 
Urban Rural Mission in its early days... 


For the fellowship found in other cities, Penang, where you confronted us in Asian 
suffering and hope and where our Burmese friends were able to join with us again, 
Bangalore, where you confronted us in people, Dumaguete City in 1964, remembering 
the Asian Christian Youth Assembly and the lasting impact it had on the young people 
of our Asian Churches... 


For the memorial services held for D.T. Niles in 1970, when you met with us in our 
sorrow and reminded us of the vision and hard work not only of D.T. but all the 

early pioneers of the ecumenical movement in Asia. Each programme has memories of 

a special time, a special place where we were conscious of your presence at the 
conference table, at the meal table, around the coffee table. In cities, in villages 
and in quiet retreats, you have come amongst us, sometimes unrecognized, sometimes 
unwanted, sometimes through other people who have shared their thoughts, their 
hospitality, their hopes and fears, their different faiths, their love. Sing praises 
to the Lord, tell of the wonderful things He has done. Be glad that we belong to Him, 
let all who worship Him rejoice. Amen. 


In connectton wtth the annual celebratton of Asta Sunday, 23 May [EPS 49/11], the CCA has distributed 
prayer requests from tts 11 member counctls of churches: 


Australia: That God may inspire Australian Christians to be bearers of unity and hope in the midst of 
the fear, uncertainty and confusion of society. New Zealand: That a renewed church will be a sign of 
hope in a divided society showing forth the gospel values of love, justice and unity. Korea: We pray 
for the coming of God's Kingdom among us, in which compassion and love for neighbour will reign; in 
which mutual respect and sharing will overcome prejudice and exploitation; in which the poor and 
oppressed will find justice and relief from suffering; and in which people and nations will be united 
in peace and freedom. Japan: May the Japanese people be delivered from the nightmare of militarization 
and emperor (Tenno) worship. Help our churches in witnessing to the sovereignty of Christ, not earthly 
powers, by walking together with the lowly. Hong Kong: That in the midst of growing apprehension over 
the future of their community, the people of Hong Kong may find a firm hope that they be allowed to 
participate in shaping their own destiny. Bangladesh: Merciful Father! Give us your power so that 
your people in Bangladesh may be united and live in Christ working for love, peace, and prosperity. 
India: Let us pray that God's spirit may bind our people of diverse faiths, ideologies and cultures 
in a bond of love and understanding leading to an integrated community. Sri Lanka: That we, as a 
church, may work for the reconciliation between races, and commit ourselves to the cause of inter- 
communal harmony and national unity. Burma: That the Holy Spirit may guide us as we blend and 
harmonize the variety of our gifts to supplement and reinforce our task - Peace,Stability & Just Society. 
Pakistan: May God use the church in Pakistan in its ministry and commitment to come to the level of the 
poor and down-trodden to improve their socio-economic conditions, especially in rural life. Thailand: 
Heavenly Father, may the purity of the motive to serve you, your church and your creation, which 
inspired us to attempt great things for the building of your church endure, and may we be always guided 
by your Holy Spirit. 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Church to Church in the Falklands/Malvinas Crisis" EPS:82.05.60 


The continutng confrontatton between the UK and Argentina over the Falklands/Malvinas Islands has prompted 
not only public statements by church leaders, but also tnter-church letters of concern. Here are excerpts 
from three such. The first, from Buenos Aires, 29 April, ts addressed to "our frtends and brothers of the 


ecumentcal family". It stx stgners lead Methodist, Disciples, Evangelical, Lutheran, Reformed, and 
Waldenstan churches: ; : : 


-+. In summary, as Christians and as Argentines we have no doubts about the justice of the cause 
represented by the recuperation of our islands. In this respect, we Support the position assumed by our 
government. This does not in any way mean that we agree with other aspects of our government's policy, 
which on many occasions we have rejected without hesitation. We are convinced that once the present 
crisis, which has firmly united the Argentine people, is overcome, our government will have to answer 
the demands of our people, our country's most representative institutions and the Christian churches for 
an immediate correction of its social and economic policies which affect especially the most under- 
privileged of our society; for a long-awaited answer to the problem of the "detained-disappeared" and 
those who are detained and held without due Process of law; for an immediate return to constitutional 
and democratic base, issues which can be delayed no longer. 


Meanwhile, we sincerely deplore the recent belligerent actions of the government of Great Britain, 
actions which far from facilitating a solution, obstruct and possibly render useless the best-intentioned 
efforts for a peaceful solution to the conflict. , 


In the same manner we deplore the attitude of some European powers which appeared to identify themselves 
with some of the most just causes of humanity, in support of the colonialist position of the British 
government, a position which cannot be accepted or justified in the modern world, and even less in our 
Christian concept of life and history. 


On the other hand, we believe that if information about the litigation involving the South Atlantic 
islands were made more objective and less biased, many would have a very different attitude in this 
painful conflict. We are encouraged by the understanding and solidarity received from the Latin American 


We hope these declarations help you understand our thoughts, our agonies and our hopes. We confess that 
all that is left for us is to trust in God and in those organizations and authorities who with genuine 
concern for justice are willing to help us halt military action which threatens the lives of both 
English and Argentines and endangers regional, and even world peace. It goes without saying that we are 
terrified at the thought that Great Britain, the United States, or any other nuclear power, could resort 
to the use of atomic weapons or poison gases to annihilate a people such as ours which is essentially 
peaceful and which has never ventured outside its frontiers to make territorial conquests or establish 
colonial domains in the lands of others. We ask ourselves if our brother Christians, particularly in 
Europe and North America, have considered what this could mean as an anti-testimony of nations which 
pride themselves in Christian tradition and the defence of human life and values. 


For this reason we beg you to mediate seriously on these points which we have expressed with all possible 
frankness. We ask you to join us in a permanent prayer vigil... We ask you to urgently multiply your 
efforts to impode an e calation which to us seems to be reaching demonic proportions... 


The following ts excerpted from the Counetl of Churches for Wales to "our fellow Christians in Argentina": 


The Council of Churches for Wales ... asserts that Christians should not be primarily concerned with 
sovereignty over islands, or the glory and humiliation of their nations, but with the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness and interprets the attempts of both &0vernments to justify their actions as a tacit 
acknowledgement of the righteousness which is above mere national interests. It acknowledges that it is 
part of an unrighteous human order. 


It realizes that control over the Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas) has in the past rested on military 
power, and regrets that the governments of Argentina and of Britain have sought and are seeking to 
establish control of the islands for the future in the same way, by the use of force. It accepts that 
no nation should be judge in its own case, but should defer to the more objective judgment of the UN. 
It judges that the governments of Argentina and Britain should obey the resolution of the Security 
Council and, if necessary, refer the further settlement of their dispute to the UN. 


We pray that through common obedience to the will of God in Christ the unity of the Church may become 
More evident and the peace of mankind furthered. 


The following ts excerpted from a 7 May letter of the Brttish Council of Churches executive committee to 
"deax sisters and brethren in Christ [in Argenttna]" : 


+.» We share with you in the suffering of these days. We regret more deeply than words can say the loss 
of life and the escalating violence in this Cont reba. 


We believe that Jesus Christ has brought us together in one body. With you we share in continuing prayer. 
With you we seek to know the peace of Jesus Christ so that we may be guided in the ways of peace in all 
our decisions and actions. 


We are grateful for your letters. We hope we may have direct contact with you in the coming days, with 
the opportunity of discussing our shared agonies and concerns. Pray for us, as we pray for you that the 
justice and love of God may rule our lives and the affairs of our nations... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "A Church Action Programme for Peace" EFor ors 07.0L 


The following ts excerpted from "The Church and Peace", a statement by the btshops' conference of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway, meettng tn Fredrtkstad 29 March - 2 April. 


Today, peace and disarmament work is hampered by a number of things which after all can be tackled. 
Individuals, as well as churches and political authorities, must therefore work to reduce the sources 
of conflict in as many fields as possible. This can be done i. through emergency aid, development 
aid and human rights work. Likewise, it can be done through the strengthening of confidence across 
national borders and military blocs, and the support of institutions for peaceful settlement of 
conflicts. 


Christians in our country should recognize that the engagement for peace is an expression of God's 
own wish for peace for his entire creation. At the same time, we must recognize that differing 
convictions concerning the methods for promoting peace exist among Christians, and that respect, 
dialogue and cooperation between church members whose views differ are essential. The Christian 
community, which is called together from all nations and sent into the world by God, transcends all 
national, ideological and political boundaries. It is thus a sign of reconciliation in the world and 
serves as a significant bridge of understanding between peoples living in different social systems. 


Accordingly, the Christian churches and our congregations have a task in manifesting the possibility 
of peace between nations and races given in Jesus Christ. This calls us to continued repentance and 
renewal in order that we in our own lives can demonstrate the reconciliation and peace we are called 
to proclaim to nations. 


To promote these ends we must as Christians 
1) In our congregations 
a) integrate peace work as a natural dimension on all levels in church life 


b) pray for world peace, both through the regular prayers of our liturgies, as well as 
through peace services and other kinds of prayer, if possible together with Christians 
from other churches 


c) inform about the global use of resources and increase the consciousness of how the 
faulty use of resources links world economy to arms costs, while large parts of 
humankind are fighting hunger and poverty 


d) inform about factors and mechanisms causing threats against human rights, tension, 
violence and unrest in the global society 


e) investigate possible trends of power and conflict in the church's own life 
f) educate congregations and congregation members for active and varied service in peace work 


g) inform congregation members on peace work and its biblical basis, and encourage theological 
debate and research on war and peace, military service and conscientious objection, 
individual freedom and social responsibility, the balance of terror, nuclear rearmament, 
peace movements and peace campaigns. 


2) In society 


a) support the government and the Storting (Norway's parliament) in their work for peace, 
disarmament and global justice, and support efforts to secure small nations the right 
to independence and peace 


b) disclose tendencies in society idealising war and violence 


c) support efforts to increase our country's participation in development work, in order to 
strengthen world peace and remove factors threatening peace 


d) cooperate with organizations and groups working for peace and initiate interdisciplinary 
dialogue on questions concerning war and peace, and also offer education and working 
possibilities for individuals engaged in this 


e) support a credible defence and security policy, based on a credible engagement for 
disarmament; support those serving in the armed forces and help them to reflect ethically 
on their role, and regard the forces as a positive part of the peace keeping work of our 
country 


f) regard military service as the normal civic duty, but also defend the right of those who, 
for religious or ethical reasons, are objecting to do their military service. 
3) In the international context 


a) actively participate in the work for peace and justice, freedom and human dignity, within 
the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation 


b) support the work for peace and human rights within the United Nations 


c) make contacts with churches and Christian groups all over the world, which are working 
for peace, freedom, justice and human worth 


d) intensify direct personal communication between Christian living under different social 
systems. 
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World religious conference issues nuclear-arms appeals 
Missioners consider North American role 
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The weeklong "World Conference for Saving the Sacred Gtft 

of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe" ends tn Moscow with appeals 
to governments, leaders and other members of the world's 
reltgtons, and the UN's spectal sesston on dtsarmament. 


A conference in the US constders the role of North Americans 
tn the world mtsstonary enterprise. 


Four Middle Eastern Orthodox prtmates appeal on behalf of a 
continued Christtan presence tn thetr regton. 


Church statements continue on the Falklands/Malvinas. 
The central comntttee of the World Assoctatton for Chrtsttan 


Communteatton constders the New World Information and 
Communteatton Order. 


AXA 


WORLD RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES NUCLEAR-ARMS APPEALS Service:82.05.62 


MOSCOW (EPS) - World religious leaders fashioned a call for nuclear disarm 
ament, during an international peace conference here [10-14 May]. About — 
600 delegates, advisors, and guests from nearly 100 countries participated 
in the "World Conference of Religious Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of 
Life from Nuclear Catastrophe", sponsored by the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and other faith-group represen- 
tatives from 90 countries addressed appeals to their governments, the United 
Nations Special Session on Disarmament (SSD2), and religious bodies through- 
out the world [Related item: EPS 82.05.90]. 


Some Western fears that conference documents would heavily favour Eastern 
positions were eased by final drafts. Many who were critical earlier 
pronounced the balance achieved adequate. Particularly sensitive was the 
appeal to governments. US church leaders presented an 11th-hour proposal to 
the drafting committee which applauded peace initiatives from both the USSR 
and the US. 


Expressing shock at the "unprecedented" escalation of the arms race, the 
"appeal to all governments of the world" urges the USSR, US, and other nuclear 
powers to speed up disarmament. It balances two super-power initiatives: 
"the unilateral Soviet decision to stop development of new nuclear medium 
range missiles in the European part of the USSR and to reduce the number of 
presently deployed missiles" and "the expressed readiness of the US to conduct 
formal negotiations on the reduction of strategic nuclear arms beginning as 
early as next month". 


Limited nuclear warfare is regarded as an impossibility by the statement which 
includes an 11-point appeal on nuclear weapons. A moratorium on hostile 
rhetoric, preparation of a test-ban treaty, an immediate end to testing in 

the Pacific, and steps towards an overall ban on nuclear weapons are called 
for. Similarly SSD2 is urged to call for "an instant freeze" and set up 
negotiations to lead to elimination of nuclear and radiological weapons. 

"If we fail to act now", the appeal says, "the inexorable logic of our past 
actions will push us... to the howling wilderness of death for all." 


Pro-Soviet and anti-US sentiments peppered early speech making at the 
conference. That prompted American Lutheran presiding Bishop David Preus, 
as he took his turn as presiding officer, to ask participants "to rise above 
national, ideological, political, and religious differences and to call all 
peoples of the earth to stop the development of nuclear arms and begin the 
process of disarming". 


Documents received general acclaim from participants under the conference's 
consensus process. No votes were taken. That left a few people publicly 
unhappy with some sections of the summary communiqué and appeals. 


Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia, who convened the conference, delivered 
an essentially theological keynote address. But he also discounted the "Soviet 
threat" to the world, called limited nuclear war an "erroneous" concept, and 
praised the Soviet missile deployment decision. 


During the conference, Wim Bartels, international secretary of the Dutch Inter- 
Church Peace Council walked out after being denied permission to address a public 
session. Most of his prepared text dealt with the West European Situation, but 
it included references to the GDR peace movement and "movements for political 
emancipation" in Poland and Czechoslovakia. Much western media attention during 
the week centered on the presence of US evangelist Billy Graham and his views of 


the Soviet religious situation, which he judged more positively than he had in 
previous years. 


Herb Davtd (interpretatton director, American Lutheran Church) 
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MISSIONERS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
NORTH AMERICAN ROLE Service:82.05.63 


VENTNOR, New Jersey, US, (EPS) - Some 200 leaders of US mission agencies, 
joined by a number of people from Third World churches, gathered at the 
Overseas Ministries Study Center here 4-7 May] for a consultation on ''The 
Role of North Americans in the Future of the Missionary Enterprise". 
Sponsored by the center and several major agencies, it was the sixth in a 
series held over a period of years on "The Future of the Missionary Enterprise". 


Participants included officials of the [US] National Council of Churches 
and some of its member denominations, Roman Catholic agencies, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board and other denominational and independent boards. 


A highly diversified group, they seemed nonetheless generally agreed that 
North Americans do have an important role in the future of the "missionary 
enterprise", and that the issue is only how to carry it out more appropriately 
and effectively. 


The concept of moratorium was recalled, but none of the agency executives 
appeared to consider it a live option. 


At the same time, the diverse group seemed to share a consensus that North 
American missionaries should give greater attention to the social context in 
which they work, especially the suffering of the poor, and to the total 

impact of the US on the countries where they serve. Criticism of the American 
government during the consultation was frequent and severe. 


The keynote address was delivered by Jorge Lara-Braud, who directs the 
Council on Theology and Culture of the Presbyterian Church in the US [EPS 
82.05.54]. A native of Mexico who is now a US citizen, he began by paying 
tribute to the contribution of North American missionaries, interpreting 
North American from a Latin perspective to mean US. "I was introduced to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ by US missionaries", he said. 


Lara-Braud then enumerated 10 reasons for "a growing ambiguity about the 
powerful role North Americans keep on playing". Among these, he said, is 
that the poor "wonder about the validity of US Christian witness when it 
comes so intimately related to an economic system which means comfort to the 
senders and destitution to them". But he went on to contend that "the role 
of North Americans in the future of the missionary enterprise is still both 
viable and valuable". 


Features of this role, he said, should include refashioning their work in 
solidarity with the poor, working more ecumenically and giving greater 
attention to such evils of their own society as materialism and violence. 


Another major address was given by Ted Ward, member of an independent Baptist 
church in East Lansing, Mich., and a professor at Michigan State University. 
A futurist and specialist in development, he serves as a consultant to 
various mission agencies. 


Ward entitled his address "Lone Ranger to Barnabas: Over and Out", and 

argued that although the day of the US missionary acting as a "Long Ranger" 
abroad is past, there remains a role for those who give themselves to serving 
the church in the spirit of Barnabas as Sina sy in Acts. "In the past, 
humility was an option; now it is a given", he commented. Like several wegaeer 
participants, Ward deplored the "political naivete of so many missionaries" 
and criticized US government support for Third World dictatorships. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
EPS 


MID EAST ORTHODOX iehctia 2 be Press 
PRIMATES IN APPEAL Service:82.05.64 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (EPS) - Four Middle Eastern Orthodox primates —- Patriarch and 
Pope Nicholas VI of Alexandria and All Africa, Patriarch Ignatius IV of Antioch 
and All the East, Patriarch Diodoros of Jerusalem and All Palestine, and 
Archbishop Chrysostomos of New Justiniana and All Cyprus - have issued a 

joint appeal, here, "to reaffirm the necessity of the Christian and Orthodox 
presence in this region". 


The three patriarchs were here in connection with a bishops' meeting of the 
Cyprus church. Their statement continues, "We appeal to all men to take into 
consideration this deep-rooted and authentic presence, its permanence and its 
right to freedom of speech, action, and sharing in the building of the unfading 
Spiritual East". 


An estimated 8-10 percent of the Middle East population is Christian, about 
three quarters of it Oriental or Eastern Orthodox, and most of the rest Roman 
or Eastern Catholic. The proportion of the Christian population has declined 
in recent years, particularly in Palestine, Turkey, and Iran. A combination 
of Christian emigration, the growth of fundamentalist religious movements, 
and the expansion of Israel has caused special concern for the future among 
several Middle Eastern church leaders. 


The primates "remind all that Orthodoxy has always been, and still is, offering 
clouds of witnesses to the true faith in God, carrying all over the earth her 
heavy cross in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the life of the world. 
Her sufferings are indeed vicarious for all Christians". 


They conclude urging "all... concerned not to allow themselves to forget these 
facts, and to take them into consideration in every assessment or vision that 
they may have with regard to this area, unique in the world in its spiritual 
and Christian heritage". 


In expectation of further meetings together, the four established a Secretariat 
of the Orthodox Primates in the Middle East, here. 


EPS 
FALKLANDS /MALVINAS Ecumenical Press 
REACTION CONTINUES Service: 82.05.65 


GENEVA (EPS) - Argentina's Roman Catholic bishops' conference has endorsed the 
Argentine government's action to demonstrate its sovereignty over the Falklands/ 
Malvinas. The bishops' statement adds that "rulers and ruled should work with 
decision and magnanimity, humility, and common sense", to avoid war. 


In Sydney, a statement from the Australian Council of Churches called for a 
negotiated, non-violent solution to the dispute. And Alan Walker, evangelism 
director of the World Methodist Council said the UK and Argentina "have dis- 
mayed and shocked the world by shedding blood on the altar of national pride". 
He added that UK resort to war "over an island relic of a discredited 
colonialism... is dangerous and irresponsible". 


In Rome, it was announced that Pope John Paul's visit to Britain [28 May - 

2 June] would be postponed if UK-Argentine confrontation continued. During 
the pope's visit to Portugal earlier this month, a Spanish priest failed in 
an assassination attempt. Unharmed this time, the pope was in Portugal as a 
Sign of thanksgiving to Mary for the failure of an attempt which seriously 
wounded him a year ago in Rome. 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS Ecumenical Press 
ACT ON INFORMATION ORDER Service: 82.05.66 


ZEIST, Netherlands (EPS) - The London-based World Association for Christian 
Communication is to help make calls for a New World Information and 
Communication Order "concrete and practical in the lives of people and society". 


A WACC report on its central committee meeting here [6-14 May] summarized that 
as the effect of the adoption of a staff paper on NWICO ope delegates represent-— 
ing the 263 WACC corporate members. 


WACC Associate General Secretary Neville Jayaweera called NWICO a "further 
advance in the struggle for liberation, this time in culture, information, 
and communication". He said it challenges power and monopoly "no matter who 
holds it", adding, "We're tempted to think only of the multinationals, but we 
must also challenge political power and totalitarian regimes whether they are 
in the West, the Socialist nations, or the Third World". 


In other action, the assembly approved WACC restructuring, and endorsed 

US$ 3.3 million in support for 130 communication projects in 49 countries in 
1983. It chose William Fore, an assistant general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, new WACC president for a four-year 
term. He succeeds Christopher Kolade, former director general of the Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation, now a fulltime executive with Cadbury Corporation. 


Among reports at the meeting was one from Albert Manuel, WACC print media 
development director. He said a series of content-analysis seminars suggests 
that many Thrid World Christian publishing houses find hardly any place for 
books on social issues important to the poor majority. Manuel said failure 

to publish material on issues such as human rights, poverty, unemployment, 

and people's participation "kills the prophetic voice of the suffering masses" 
He described Third World Christian publishers' books as often pedantic and 
weighed down with theological reflections. 


Michael Traber, WACC publications consultant, urged churches to abandon their 
"obsession with words and make more creative use of pictures and drawings" 
to communicate more effectively. 


Meeting just before the central committee, the WACC committee for its Inter- 
culturai Communication Programme reviewed ways in which indigenous cultures 
preserve their identities in five geographic areas - India, Mexico City, 
Tanzania, Philippines, and Friesland province of the Netherlands. Focus of 
the project is "group media", forms of communication involving people's 
participation in smaller groups - drama, dance, art forms, audio-visuals, 
and cassettes. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.05.67-73 


82.05.67: China-Catholic 


The New China News Agency quotes Beijing (Peking) Bishop Michael Fu Tieshan 

in support of a clause in a new draft constitution which would prevent 
overseas control of Chinese religious affairs. Most of Chinese Roman 
Catholicism has operated independently of the Vatican since the 1950s. A 
small underground group loyal to it is reported to exist. Fu says the clause 
"supports the desire of Chinese Catholics to run their churches independently". 


82.05.68: S.Africa-ban 

The South African banning order against Shangalisc Khatshwa, general 
secretary of the Roman Catholic bishops' conference in the country, was 
renewed hours before the previous one expired. That means that for the 
next three years, as since 1977, he is confined to his home at night and on 
weekends, his contacts with other people are limited, and he may not be 
legally quoted in public. 


82.05.69: NZ-Baptist 


Beginning this September, the Baptist Union of New Zealand celebrates the 
100th anniversary of its founding. It includes all but two or three of the 
country's 160-plus Baptist congregations. Baptists are thr fourth largest 
Christian grouping in New Zealand, after Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and 
Presbyterians. 


82.05.70: Australta-gay 
Religious News Service reports that a state of New South Wales bill which 


would decriminalize homosexual acts in private between consenting adults 

"has stirred religious controversy in Australia". The social responsibility 
board of the Uniting Church supports decriminalization, but James Freeman, 
cardinal archbishop of Sydney and president of the Australia's Roman Catholic 
bishops' conference, is opposed. Anglican diocesan synods have adopted 
various positions. 


82.05.71: "Eeumentcal symphony" 
A four-part, 20-25 minute "ecumenical symphony" titled "In the Name Gr lite’ 


received its debut in Leningrad last month. Though composer Marat Kamilov 
and conductor Yuri Aliev are both of Muslim background, inspiration for the 
work was the theme of the next World Council of Churches assembly (Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada, 24 July - 10 August 1983), "Jesus Christ - the 
Life of the World". 


82.05.72: Czechoslovakta-RC 

Reuters reports that the Roman Catholic Church's "policy of quiet dialogue 
with the Czechoslovak government aimed at easing severe restrictions on its 
operations... appears to have come to a halt" [related ttem:82.95.31 |. 


-05.73; Emergenctes-church ., ; ; 
the Gortd Gouneit of Churches inter-church aid commission has released 


information on three emergency situations and church response. In West 

Java, 40 per cent of the population of 200,000 has been evacuated from an 

area affected by a series of volcanic eruptions last month. Lava, rocks, 

and sulphur have polluted rivers and overrun rice fields. In southwest 
Madagascar, cyclones, floods, and continuous rain have created a pressing 

need for rice and medicines. For Ethiopia, further funds are being sought 

to maintain relief assistance during 1982. Food shortages threaten 4.5 million 
people in various of the country's provinces. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.05.74-80 


82.05.74: Refugees-stattstics 

The World Council of Churches reports it assisted in the movement of 20,025 
refugees in 1981. About four in five (15,996) were relocated to North America, 
about one in ten (2077) to Europe, and about one in 12 (1651) to Australia 

and New Zealand. 


82.05.75: Namtbta-bishops , ; ; eer 
Six South African Roman Catholic bishops have concluded after an investigation 


that South African armed forces are responsible for widespread atrocities in 
Namibia. "Reports indicate", they write in a report released this month 

[14 May] that in searching out SWAPO guerrillas the security forces stop at 
nothing to force information out of people. They break into homes, beat up 
residents, shoot people, steal and kill cattle and often pillage stores and 
tearooms". A government defence spokesperson calls the bishops’ report "mere 
repetition of the one-sided propaganda regularly churned out by the SWAFO 
terrorist organization and its communist allies”. 


82.05.76: CEC-prestdium 
The presidium and advisory committee of the 115-denomination, Geneva-based 
Conference of European Churches held its annual meeting [29 April-1 May] in 


Athens. Among issues considered were human rights, peace education, and the 
arms race. 


6305.72: eI Weld AGeese” 


Dutch "Wild Geese" are celebrating their 25th year of flight. The name refers 
to a weekly ecumenical appeal for funds for a specific relief or development 
project in cooperation with IKON, a church-related Dutch tv network. Over 

the years, the effort has raised more than 40 million Dutch guilders for such 
projects as sweaters for street kids in Colombia, typewriters for a multi- 
racial secretarial training college in South Africa, an operating table for 

a hospital in Tanzania, an ambulance for a large boarding school in Zambia. 
The name comes from a reference in the works of Danish theologian S¢ren 
Kierkeg&ard. 


82.05.78: Reltgtous storytelling 

Two workshops on "Storytelling and the Religious Message" were scheduled in the US 
2-7 May and 28 June - 2 July in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, and Danville, 
California. Participants were expected to include theologians, counsellors, 

and writers, plus storytellers from Hispanic, Appalachian mountain, American 
Indian, Afro-American, and Jewish backgrounds. 


82.05.79: US-Eastern Orthodox 

A joint commission of the Orthodox Church in America and the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America concludes, in a recent 
statement, that the current jurisdictional structure of Eastern Orthodoxy 
in North America is "inadequate to the realities of life and mission". As 
a step towards a greater expression of unity, the two denominations are to 
work towards shared efforts in mission, catechesis, lay ministry, pastoral 
and canonical questions, and external relations. North American Eastern 
Orthodox are currently grouped in several largely ethnic jurisdictions. 


82.05.80: Hattt-Lutheran 
A Latin American Lutheran study commission describes Haiti as ''the only 
place where modern-day slave trade is flourishing". 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.05.81-86 


82.05.81: Lutheran-peace 


The 20 bishops of the American Lutheran Church have issued a "Pastoral Call 
to Peacemaking" which commits them to "a regular and faithful discipline of 
personal and corporate prayer and Bible study'' related to peace. It urges 

members of ALC parishes to "join us in this discipline as we seek God's will 
for our lives in these troubled times". It calls peacemaking a "dynamic and 


aggressive pursuit of justice, mercy, and life in the face of injustice, 
suffering, and death". 


82.05.82: USSR-arrest 


A Brussels-based group, "The Silent Church", says Soviet authorities arrested 
the president of the Council of Relatives of Evangelical-Baptist Prisoners 
and five other of its leaders last month. 


ee-Uaecas. ten Feet Seatac ? b ; 
A delegation from the "Ten Feet Campaign" is on its way to the UN Second 


Special Session on Disarmament in New York beginning next month. With the 
Support, among others, of the Hiroshima YMCA, the campaign raised funds to 
buy about 25,000 meters of film taken during the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki at the end of World War II. One documentary, "Bring Back 
Humanity", has been produced by the campaign and others are planned. 


82.05.84: Helstnkt Act-Church ” , 
A five-year effort by European and North American churches to consider 


implications of the 1975 Helsinki Final Act on détente, economic cooperation, 
scientific exchange, and human rights in the two regions continues with two 
consultations this year. The third in a regional series is scheduled for 
6-11 June in Trieste, for church representatives from the Mediterranean and 
Danube areas. Its results, plus those from earlier consultations for North 
America and northern Europe, are to be shared at a larger colloquium in 
Bucharest 3-8 October. That gathering is to consider recommendations in 
terms of biblical reflection and action on specific human rights violations. 
Directed by Geneva-based Theo Tschuy, the Churches' Human Rights Programme 
for the Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act is sponsored jointly by the 
Canadian Council of Churches, Conference of European Churches, and National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. [Earlier item: 1981 EPS No.28]. 


82.05.85: Pope-comies 
Questton: What do Pope John Paul II, the Incredible Hulk, Spiderman, and 


Francis of Assisi have in common? Answer: They're all in comic books. Marvel 
Comics has announced plans for a 64-page, US$ 1.50 life of the pontiff. 
Marvel is the largest US comic-book publisher. 


82.05.86: Australta-Chtina 
Australian Council of Churches General Secretary Jean Skuse describes the 


church in China as "very much alive, full of enthusiasm and full of the joy 

of being able to meet together for worship". She was part of a nine-person, 
five-denomination ACC delegation which visited at the invitation of the 

China Christian Council and the Three Self Patriotic Movement [20 April-4 May]. 
There are an estimated 3.5 million Christians in a Chinese population 
approaching a billion. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.05.87-88 


82.05.87: Ivreland-Angltcan 

Eight bills (proposals) were before the [Anglican] Church of Ireland general 
synod which met in Dublin this month [10-13 May]. Most attention focused on 

a proposal to ordain female deacons. The synod also continued work on 

proposals for alternatives to the services in the denomination's 1926 prayerbook. 


82.05.88: Norway-revtval 
The bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway have suggested that traditional 
annual meetings of Christians from various denominations change from what the 
church's information service calls "revivalist gatherings to occasions for 
deepening the community between believers of different backgrounds". The 
bishops propose Bible days, prayer weeks, and forums for clergy as alternatives 
to the meetings, though groups such as the Pentecostalist Movement and the 
Mission Covenant Church object to the bishops' suggestion. They say the 
proposal would mean attention to theological technicalities rather than 
preaching the gospel. 

EPS 


ECUPAST: World Church News of 25 Years Ago (from EPS July 1957) EPS:82.05.89 


US-ehureh unton 
The [US] United Church of Christ was formed by the Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


Canada-no unton 

The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada overwhelmingly 
rejected a proposed invitation to the Anglican Church of Canada to discuss 
an integration of ordained ministry. 


GDR-conftsecatton 

The GDR confiscated the Berlin edition of the official organ of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany because of "grossly misleading and untrue... reports" about 
"increasing difficulties for the work of the church in the GDR". 


Austrta-church/state 
Austria appointed a commission to consider church-state relations, affecting 
both the majority Roman Catholics and minority Protestants. 


Nether lands—women 
The general synod of the Reformed Church in the Netherlands voted to allow 
women's ordination. 


S.Afrtca-aparthetd 
Two South African Anglican bishops criticized South Africa's "controversial 
Racial oo Licey. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Appeal to the Leaders and Followers of All Religions" EPS: 82.05.90 


This ts excerpted from the final appeals of the "World Conference of Reltgtous Workers for Saving the 
Saered Gift of Life From Nuclear Catstrophe" [EPS 82.05.62] 


--. To save life - humanity must unite. People of all religions and no religion, working together, 
must put pressure on decision-makers and leaders of government:... 


b) to devise an effective time-frame, with stipulated deadlines for implementing the various stages 
based on the programme of action already agreed upon in the First Special Session of the UN General 
Assembly on Disarmament, that new comprehensive programme on disarmament which, we hope, would be 
adopted by the Second Special Session in June-July 1982; 


c) to implement immediately a total freeze on the manufacture, testing and deployment of new or "improved" 
nuclear weapons; 


d) to begin destroying substantial parts of the present arsenals of nuclear weapons, thereby demons- 
trating the bona fides of disarmament agreements and providing humanity with new hope; this can be done 
unilaterally py all of the nuclear powers, as well as bilaterally or multilaterally on the principle 

of equal security for all; 


e) to conclude, ratify and implement an enforceable international convention to ban all chemical and 
climatological weapons; 


£) to declare and implement nuclear weapons free zones in Southern Africa, in the Middle East, in Europe, 
in the Indian Ocean, in Asia and wherever else possible and necessary, like that already existing in 
Latin America; 


g) to embark on a well-financed, massive and effective campaign, under UN sponsorship, for the education 
of children and adults everywhere, on the horrible consequences of nuclear war, not only for people now 
living, but also for future generations, and for all life on our planet as such; using all the mass 
media, places of worship, trade unions, educational institutions, leadership training programmes. Dis- 
seminating information and films on the experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, drawing upon the 
expertise and research of Peace Institutes, physicians' international organizations and other similar 
bodies. 


To save life, the religious organizations and peoples of the world should act together with others to 
expose the falsehood of many prevailing doctrines which are dangerously misleading, such as: 


a) the view that people can buy private shelters which will protect them from a nuclear attack; 


b) the view that a nuclear war can be fought and won; that there is such a thing as a limited nuclear 
war, and can be fought with enhanced radiation weapons, which destroy only people and not the property; 


c) that security can be granted by a pre-emptive first strike capability; 

d) that more weapons bring more security; 

e) that one nation can find its security by exposing other nations to insecurity; 

f) the view that a humane and civilized world is possible after a nuclear war. 

To save life religious people and organizations should: 

a) give active and enthusiastic support to genuine peace movements and anti-war demonstrations; 


b) buy time and space in the mass media to programmes of education about disarmament issues, put pressure 


on the media to devote more of their facilities and influence for peace education and the demand for peace; 


c) use all the means at their disposal, including pulpits, publications, festivals and worship programmes 
to promote a campaign for peace with justice and for disarmament; 


d) to initiate and support negotiations campaigns all over the world. 


Above all, the religious people of the world should with one voice condemn as a moral evil, the development, 
manufacture, testing, deployment and use of any nuclear weapons of any kind whatsoever by anyone. This is 
not a political issue, but a pre-eminently moral issue. Religions should speak humbly, with awareness of 
their own past complicity in war and violence. But they must speak clearly, audibly and unequivocally, 

for it is a matter of saving the sacred gift of life. 


We appeal to our brothers and sisters of different religions not to say or do anything which hurts the 
religious feeling, or the legitimate, and legal rights of the followers of other religions. Peaceful co- 
existence and dialogue are as necessary among religions as among nations. 


So we appeal to you, our religious brothers and sisters all over the world, to begin now, if you have not 
already done so, to speak and to act, and above all to pray, to pray fervently, to pray with hope and 
trust. May the prayer of millions rise as a canopy over the earth to protect it from the impending 

doom of a nuclear catastrophe. The Source and Ground of all being and of all life will not fail to heed 
our prayers. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "A History of Church Involvement in Peace Concerns in This Century" EPS.82.05.91 


The followtng ts excerpted from a presentatton by Ntnan Koshy, dtreector of the Commisston of the Churches 
on Internattonal Affatrs of the World Counetl of Churches. He spoke during a world conference sponsored 
by the Russtan Orthodox Church on "Religtous Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear 
Catastrophe" in Moscow, 10-14 May. [EPS 82.05.62] Another excerpt appeared as EPS 82.0587. 

The enttre text ts avatlable on request. 


We have met at a critical time in history, at an opportune moment to make a choice. The issue at stake 
is clear. The recent Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament held under the auspices of the 
wcc [1981 EPS No.34] said "Humanity's responsibility under God for His Creation is one of the issues 

at stake". And that is the theme of this Conference. 


The WCC was founded in 1948. But from the beginning of this century the ecumenical movement was gathering 
strength. There were many concerns and issues that brought the churches together. And one of those 
concerns was peace. Let me recall one or two instances. At the Hague Peace Conference in 1907 which 
instituted a distinctive "Hague system" of international relations, a number of church leaders produced 

a memorandum on the major issues before the Conference. An international conference of church leaders 
held at Constance, Germany, on 2nd August 1914, just the very day the First World War broke out had to 
change its venue. These were the beginnings of the ecumenical concerns for peace. 


Today with 300 member churches consisting of 400 million Christians from practically every part of the 
world any conflict, any threat to peace, any war in any part of the world is a matter of direct concern 
to the fellowship of the churches. The First Assembly of the WCC in Amsterdam in 1948 declared "War as 
a method of settling disputes is incompativle with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The part which war plays in our present international life is a sin against God and a degradation of 
man". That of course was about war in general. But the nuclear age had already begun and humankind 
pushed into a perilous course and the Assembly warned against the total war with "widespread and 
indiscriminate destruction". 


Over the years every new step, every new development in nuclear arms race was condemned by the WCC. 

When hydrogen bomb was discovered the WCC Executive Committee stated (February 1950) "Man's rebellion 
against his Creator has reached such a point that, unless stayed, it will bring self-destruction upon 
him. All this is a perversion; it is against the moral order by which man is bound; it is sin against 
God". By 1957 the WCC had called for cessation of nuclear testing and to bring to a halt the production 
of nuclear weapons. 


Practical suggestions for nuclear disarmament were reiterated by the Council. The Christian objection 

to the uncontrollability and indiscriminateness of modern all-art war was reaffirmed. The conviction 
about human responsibility for God's creation undergirded this affirmation. In 1961, in New Delhi, 
meeting for the first time in a developing country, the WCC Assembly underlined this theme when it stated 
"The use of indiscriminate weapons must now be condemned by the churches as an affront to the Creator and 
a denial of the very purpose of Creation". A major world conference under the auspices of the WCC 
declared in 1966 "that nuclear war is against God's will and the greatest of evils". 


Meanwhile the nuclear arsenals in the world continued to grow in numbers and in their destructive 
capability. Nuclear weapons became a perpetual menace to human society. The destructive capacity of 
weapons became immediate, complete and universal. Humankind came to be faced with the real danger of 
self-extinction. 


I do not want to go into details of the pronouncements and actions by the WCC over the period, combining 
calls to the Christian community for faithfulness and exhorting the nations of the world, seizing every 
opportunity to bring the voice of the people to the deliberations and negotiations at the international 
level. I will rather deal with more recent efforts by the WCC in the area of nuclear disarmament in 

the context described by its Central Committee two years ago "Developments in the recent period have 
brought the world closer to the brink of a nuclear war. Unless the present trends are reversed or 
immediately halted a nuclear war is now a distinct possibility". 


This was the background for holding the Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament. Thirty-eight 
witnesses representing a wide variety of theological, political, scientific and military backgrounds, 
including leaders of popular peace movements appeared before the Hearing Group. 
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ARGENTINA 


(2779): Immediately after Argentine 


forces landed on the Falklands/ 
Malvinas, this map was displayed on 
commercial advertising space 
throughout Buenos Aires. 


(2780): This monument honours the 


victorious army led by José de San 
Martin, who defeated the Spanish in 
Chacabuco in 1817, part of the 
drive for Argentine independence. 
Left side of statue depicts blacks 
who were part of the liberation 
army. 


(2781): Hundreds of thousands of 


citizens made their way to the 
Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires in 
support of the Argentine claim to 
the Falklands/Malvinas. 
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UGANDA 


(2764): In the Karamoja region, the clearing of many trees has lessened resistance 
the area's becoming more desert-like. 

(2765): At the beginning of the dry season, animals move south in search of water. 

(2766): This student attends school in the southwest, near the Rwanda frontier. 

(2768): This child carries water in a recycled container. 
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82.06.28 


Reformed okay 4-way covenant 

US churches board meets 

Ritkoaesenple backs nuclear disarmament 
World Council staff changes 

ECUPOINTS (through 82.06.27) 


05: Europe-YMCA 06: Korea-arrest 

07: France-Re formed 08: FRG-women 

09: Australia-women 10: Brazil-arrest 

11: Namibia-church 12: S.Afrcea-council 
13: Lutheran-RC 14: Faith communication 
15: Canada-peace 16: FRG-S.Africa 

17: Bishop-citizenship 18: School prayer 

19: Ghana-appeal 20: World Cup-churches 
21: Africa-support 22: Norway-autonomy 
23: Clergy surplus 24: Norway-marriage 
25: Lutheran-mission 202. OL pastor. 


27: Greece protest 
ECUVIEWS: (through 82.06.33) 


28: "Factors in the Papal Visit Decision" 

29: "Salvadoran Refugees" 

30:°"Church' and Health Care" 

31: "People's Participation and the Church" 

32: "Reflections on Material for a Churches Handbook" 
33: "Serving Peace With and Without Weapons" 
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The Untted Reformed Church has approved in principle 

a covenant between tt and Engltsh Anglicans, Methodists, 
and Moravtans. The other denominations vote between 
now and the end of July. 


The [US] Nattonal Counetl of Churches board has passed 
resoluttons on the Falklands/Malvinas and a proposed 
US-Philtppines treaty. 


The [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland has 
endorsed major efforts at nuclear disarmament. 


Among staff changes at the World Counetl of Churches 
ts the appotntment of a new press officer and edttor 
of the French-language Service Oecuméntque de Presse 
et d'Informatton: 


AXA 


REFORMED OKAY Ecumenical Press 
4-WAY COVENANT Service: 82.06.01 


BRISTOL, UK (EPS) - Proposals for a covenant between England's Anglican, 
Reformed, Methodist, and Moravian denominations cleared their first of four 
hurdles when the general assembly of the United Reformed Church, meeting here 
[17-21 May], approved them in principle, 434-196. The vote was about two 
percentage points higher than the two-thirds majority URC rules require. 


The covenant involves, among other things, mutual recognition of ordained 
ministries and the consecration of bishops acceptable to all four groups. 
The traditions which make up the URC - Presbyterian, Congregational, and 
Disciples - have historically included Opposition to bishops. 


The assembly also asked some minor changes in the covenant proposals, aimed 
at meeting some URC concerns. Among them is a call for more stress on 


bishops' service within and less on their authority over the Christian 
community. 


The chief remaining hurdle for a four-way covenant is generally considered 
to be two-thirds approval votes required at the July general synod of the 
[Anglican] Church of England, though by far most of its diocesan synods 
have voted acceptance. 


EPS 
US CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
BOARD MEETS Service: 82.06.02 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee, US (EPS) - The governing board of the 32-denomination 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA says it regrets "equally" 

the "invation of the Falkland/Malvinas Islands by ... Argentind' last 2 April 
and the UK response "through the use of massive military forces". 


> 


A resolution at its semi-annual meeting, here last month [12-14 May], also 
reaffirms the NCC "conviction that territorial and political disputes must 
be settled by negotiation rather than by resort to armed force" and urges 
both countries to comply with the UN Security Council resolution (number 502) 
on the situation [earlier items: 82.04.112, 82.04.117, 82.05.20, 82.05.21, 
82.05.22, 82.05.26, 82.05.50, 82.05.60]. 


In another church response, Lutheran World Federation Associate General 
Secretary Anza Lema said in Brazil that the "use of force in this conflict 
is disappointing and a matter of grief". He called for a "just peace" in 
the South Atlantic. 


In other NCC board actions, it opposed a proposed treaty between the US and 
the Philippines because it would be used, in the words of an NCC report, to 
"persecute Filipinos living in the US who Oppose the current Philippine 
regime’. It also called for a year of study on the application for NCC 
membership by the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches, 

a mostly gay denomination. A final vote on the application, which has stirred 
controversy, would now come in November 1983 at the earliest. 


In his opening presentation, NCC President James Armstrong, Indiana United 
Methodist bishop, said that "we are heretics" if the NCC does not address 
the issue of the nuclear arms race "unashamedly and aggressively". 


EPS 


KIRK ASSEMBLY BACKS Ecumenical Press 
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT Service:82.06.03 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - In a surprise move the general assembly of the [Reformed 
(Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland, meeting here [15-21 May], has abandoned 
its long-standing if occasionally reluctant support for UK defence policy 
and has swung its weight behind the movement for nuclear disarmament. 


By a 255-153 vote after a 90-minute debate the assembly accepted an addendum 
to a report of its church and nation committee. The addendum renounces the 
use of nuclear power for warlike purpose and urges the church to join with 
the millions, in other countries and of other faiths, who equally renounce 

the use of nuclear power for warlike purposes, and to press for the immediate 
cessation of the further manufacture of such armaments. 


On the Falklands/Malvinas crisis, the assembly showéd itself to be deeply 


divided. The government's handling of it gained the support of only 408 
votes to 335. 


On other topics the assembly urged the UK government to act in line with the 
recommendations of the Brandt Report and to announce a timetable for British 
foreign aid to reach Q.7 per cent of gross national product. It called on 
the British government to encourage the United States and others to cease 
military aid to El Salvador, and to work for a peaceful political settlement 
that respects human rights. 


It did not deplore the imposition of martial law in Poland, as it was invited 
to, on grounds that under the Yalta Agreement Britain allowed Poland to come 
under the influence of the Soviet Union. Instead, the assembly called for 
prayer for the Polish churches and that the Polish nation might progress 
rapidly to economic stability and individual freedoms. 


The assembly reasserted its conviction "that an effective form of self- 
government within the United Kingdom is an essential means of expressing 

the identity of Scotland as a responsible nation and of fostering its Common- 
wealth". The report of its church and nation committee said Scotland's iden- 
tity is today threatened, among other things, by the wastefulness of the 
"throw-away'' society and other diseases of affluence, as well as by a rising 
tide of agnosticism and neo-paganism. 


The assembly gave preliminary approval to allowing children to receive the 
Lord's Supper. The present position is that admission to "the fellowship of 
the Lord's table" occurs on becoming an adult at the same time as being 
granted the right to vote and to stand for office in the church. Under the 


new proposal, subject to approval by CS presbyteries (regional units), children 
would be admitted to communion after having received instruction in the church's 


faith and order, being of Christian character, and being ready to make public 
profession of faith. 


The assembly was warned in a finance report that unless current trends are 
reversed there could be dangerous consequences for the life and work of the 
church because of budget problems. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
STAFF CHANGES Service:82.06.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - Recent World Council of Churches staff changes include the 
appointment of a new press officer. His work is to be mainly in French, 
German, and Spanish. Théo Buss also becomes editor of Service Oecuménigue 
de Presse et d'Information, the French-language counterpart to EPS. 


Currently on the staff of Bern, Switzerland-based Third World Information 
Service, Buss is to begin his WCC work in September. He succeeds Jean- 
Jacques Bauswein, who is now director of the John Knox International 
Reformed Center, here. 


The new WCC assistant general secretary for finance and administration is 
Patrick Coidan. He succeeds Wesley Kenworthy, who has returned to England 
to study for ordination. 


Succeeding Coidan as WCC director for income coordination and development is 
Archie Turnbull, who has been director of the WCC Ecumenical Church Loan 
Fund. Succeeding Turnbull in that post is Reginald Strober, formerly the 
fund's assistant director. 


Two WCC staff were transferred to New York during the first half of the year, 
George Todd, secretary for Urban Industrial Mission, and Victor Hsu, an 
executive secretary with the WCC international affairs commission. Hsu 
assumes a post formerly held by Dwain Epps, who has become international 
affairs director for the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 


EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.06.05-07 


82.06.05: Europe-YMCA 

The general assembly of the European Alliance of YMCAs has elected a Danish 
Lutheran pastor, Kai Glud Pedersen, its new president. The alliance 
represents Europe's national YMCAs at European governmental bodies and seeks 
to strengthen YMCA work within Europe. 


82.06.06: Korea-arrest 

A Presbyterian minister, the head of the Korean Ecumenical Youth Council, a 
theology student, and an EYC member were reported arrested [21 May] in 
connection with an anti-government demonstration in Kwangju, South Korea. 

About 400 Christians took part in the demonstration, broken up by riot police. 
It called for the resignation of South Korean President Chun Doo Hwan and 
criticized US support for his government. [Earlier items: 82.05.29, 62. 0471137, 
823.045 24 Ja 


82.06.07: France-Reformed 

The annual national synod of the Reformed Church of France [20-23 May] was 
scheduled to focus on the internal life of the denomination, part of a three- 
year cycle which includes a year centred on external relations and another on 
a particular topic. Among the questions for consideration this year was the 
appropriate way to recognize lay ministers, especially those who regularly 
lead worship where ordained ministers are scarce. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.06.08-14 


82.06.08: FRG-women 

Religious News Service reports that "a new effort to tighten German [FRG] 
anti-discrimination laws has widened a rift between feminists, who want 
stronger enforcement of equal rights, and church hierarchies, who favour 
non-legislative solutions to the problem of discrimination". 


82.06.09: Australta-women 

A Sydney conference co-organised by the Australian Council of Churches has 
identified loss of due compensation, the development of incurable diseases, 
and insults from bosses, as common experiences for migrant and refugee women 
in the Australian workforce. About 200 ethnic women met there for the first 
National Migrant and Refugee Women's Speak-Out on employment and health 
problems. 


82.06.10: Braztl-arrest 

President Augusto Ernesto Kunert of the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran 
Confession in Brazil has called for the immediate release of two church 
workers arrested [14 May] in connection with a clash [4 May] over land claims, 
in which four died. Kunert says he is "confident... the two... have been 
acting as pastoral agents of non-violence during the entire [five-year] 

period of their ministry in the area". A regional church official says the 
two were not in the area on the day of the fight. 


82.06.11: Namtbta-church 

The British Council of Churches and the London-based Catholic Institute for 
International Relations are jointly fostering visits by church leaders from 
the UK, Canada, France, FRG, and US to their governments' foreign affairs 
units. Purpose is to "express anxiety over the faltering negotiations for 
the independence of Africa's last colony, Namibia". The five countries have 
been acting jointly in recent years in connection with efforts to end South 
African control of Namibia. 


82.06.12: S.Africa-counctl 

The South African Council of Churches has closed three departments and dis- 
missed six staff members, four of them in communications. SACC General 
Secretary Desmond Tutu says the council's financial problems made the action 
necessary, according to Evangelischer Pressedienst, the FRG church news service. 


82.06.13: Lutheran-RC 
The official international Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue commission met 


for a week last month [10-15 May] in Venice. Major agenda item was a draft 
statement on "models of unity". Also considered was a draft statement to 
mark the 500th anniversary, in 1983, of the birth of Martin Luther. 


82.06.14: Fatth communtcatton 

The chairperson of the Lutheran World Federation communication commission 

says the "contemporary Christian community, especially in the West, has 
demonstrated a striking inability to communicate the faith to the 'outsider'." 
John Bachman also warned that new media technology may increase programming 
with "questionable theology". Bachman spoke at the commission's meeting 

last month [6-13 May] in Blumenau, Brazil. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.06.15-20 


82.06.15: Canada-peace 


Moderator Lois Wilson of the United Church of Canada is urging "special 
prayers for the peace of the world" in UCC congregations 13 June. 


82.06.16: FRG-S.Afrtca 
The general assembly of the Reformed Alliance within the Evangelical Church 


in Germany [FRG] has voted to ask the South African Dutch Reformed Church to 
"create the conditions" to allow "official conversations" to continue between 
the two bodies. The alliance says the DRC should reject apartheid, the 
South African system of race separation. 


Be Bonk fi Ri ahop.ebhezenent 
The US Supreme Court has refused to reinstate the US citizenship of Orthodox 


Church in America Archbishop Valerian Trifa, head of the OCA's Romanian 
diocese. He gave up his citizenship two years ago after years of charges 

that in applying for it he lied about his connections with Romanian 

Naziism during World War II. He came to the US from Italy in 1950. The 
decision means the US justice department can continue deportation proceedings. 
His OCA episcopal colleagues have said they believe Trifa's denial of the 
charges against him. 


82.06.18: Sehool prayer ; , ' 
The general secretary of the 32-denomination National Council of the Churches 


of Christ in the USA has reaffirmed NCC Opposition to an amendment to the US 
constitution which would "open the door to any organized group prayer in the 
public school". Claire Randall said "such prayer is unfair to members of 
religious groups that are in the minority" and "rote recitation of a prayer 
by people who do not believe it is a disservice to religion". Last month, 
US President Ronald Reagan endorsed an amendment to "restore the right to 
pray’ in public schools. A 1962 US Supreme Court decision has generally 
meant that organized group prayer is not permitted in US public schools. 


82.06.19: Ghana-appeal 

General Secretary C.A. Ansa of the 13-denomination Christian Council of 
Ghana has appealed to the country's Provisional National Defence Council 

to disarm all soldiers and end their terrorising lives of innocent citizens. 
And President S.B. Esamuah of the Methodist Church of Chana has urged the 
immediate disbanding of various people's defence committees. He said they 
have attracted lazy, ne' er-do-wells and power-hungry youth. He also called 
for a lifting of the current curfew because it is "a direct infringement on 
the freedom of movement of the individual". 


82.06.20: World Cup-churches 

Evangelical congregations in Barcelona are preparing for a special ministry 
during the World Cup soccer/football matches in Spain 13 June-11 July. Three 
information buses are to be stationed near the stadium, the airport, and the 
train station offering Christian literature in several languages and information 
about church activities. A special phone number for Evangelical information 

is to be posted in hospitals and hotels. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.06.21-27 


82.06.21: Afrtca-support 

General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
following a month in Europe and North America as head of a church delegation 
discussing the situation in southern Africa, says the stand of those "who 
remain aloof and directly or indirectly support the oppressors... can never 
be justified". However, he commended those churches on the two continents 
who have given "moral and financial support" to church efforts against 
apartheid (race separation) in South Africa and Namibia. 


82.06.22: Norway-autonomy 


A plan to give the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) more autonomy has been 
proposed by the director of its national council, its primate, and two staff 
members of the government ministry of church and education. If accepted, an 
80-member NK annual assembly would have its first meeting next year. 


82.06.23:Clergy surplus 


A national study suggests that within a year or two, the [Lutheran] Church 
of Norway will have enough pastors to fill available positions. Thus, with 
30-35 new pastors needed each year and theological candidates expected to 
average 90 in the 1980s, the church faces a clergy surplus unless new 
pastoral job possibilities open up. 


82.06.24: Norway-marrtage 
The 10 diocesan bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway have decided to 


study further a proposal that civil marriage be made the only legally binding 
form in the country, leaving the church to perform a wedding rite for those 
who wish without the force of state law. Their action comes in tandem with 
national attention focused on a pastor who blessed a union between a couple 
who have not been married @ccording to legal norms. 


82.06.25: Lutheran-misston. 
The Lutheran World Federation convened about 140 representatives for a nearly 


two-week [18-26 May] interregional consultation on mission and evangelism, 
in Stavanger, Norway. A declaration was expected from the consultation to 
guide Lutheran mission theology for the remaining decades of the century. 


Oo. UUawes | il. DUeLOne. 
The [Lutheran] Church of Norway has appointed its first "oil pastor" - a 


chaplain for workers on the country's North Sea rigs. 


82.06.27: Greece-protest bis 
Archbishop Seraphim of Athens and all Greece has protested "in the name of 


the Risen Christ and before the whole world against the atrocities perpe- 
trated and the inhuman violation of human rights" of Eastern Orthodox in 
Cyprus, Turkey, and Albania. Welcoming participants to an international 
ecumenical church meeting in Athens. The primate of the [Orthodox] Church 
of Greece urged them to join his protest and to "inform your churches about 
the drama of our suffering brethren, and all together, for the sake of peace 
and freedom, to do whatever is necessary in all directions... for the 
elimination of such an intolerable and unacceptable situation.” 


ECUVIEW: "Factors in the Papal Visit Decision" EPS: 82.06.28 


Robert Nowell, EPS London correspondent, reflects on some of the things whtch 
influenced the dectston whether or not to call off the papal vistt to Great 
Britatn because of the Fatlklands/Malvinas crists. 


The length of time the pope needed to decide finally whether or not to make 
his planned visit to Britain [28 May-2 June] was an indication not just OL 
the importance he himself placed on it, including the major ecumenical 
gathering scheduled for Canterbury. 


The delay in reaching a decision also demonstrated the strength of efforts 

made by leaders of British Roman Catholicism to ensure that the visit went 
ahead as planned and that nearly two years' planning, hoping and preparation 

did not go to waste. These efforts involved the two British cardinals, Basil 
Hume from England and Gordon Gray from Scotland, being summoned twice to Rome 
to see the pope, first of all just before the latter's visit to Portugal and 

on the second occasion in order to join the pope and their Argentinian opposite 
numbers in celebrating a mass for peace just a week before the pope was due to 
Set foot in Britain. Between these visits Cardinal Hume sent a long memorandum 
to Rome on Saturday, 15 May, setting out the British case while vice-presidents 
of the two British Roman Catholic bishops' conferences - Liverpool Archbishop 
Derek Worlock and Glasgow Archbishop homas Winning - flew to Rome on 17 May, 
to stay there until a decision was reached one way or the other. The UK 
government did its bit by letting it be known that it would not be offended 

if during his visit the pope took care not to meet Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher or any political leaders. 


The British bishops faced a difficult task. Ina country at war there would 
be the likelihood of the pastoral visit as scheduled coinciding with news of 
battles and casualties. 


On the other hand, the consequences of the visit being cancelled would not 
only be an immense number of people disappointed, but also it would inevitably 
be misinterpreted by the broad mass of the British people as the pope coming 
down on the side of the Argentinians - who after all, unlike the British, are 
virtually all of them at least nominally Roman Catholics. It would be seen 

as confirming the wisdom of the Britons of the 16th century who broke the 

link with Rome. This effect of the cancellation would go against the Vatican's 
constant anxiety to ensure that the papacy is and is seen as impartial. 


What may have also been a consideration was the financial one. The cost of 

the visit to the Roman Catholic Church in Britain has been estimated at around 

UKE 6 million, and much this could would still have to be met in the event of 
cancellation - with no additional income from royalties on the sale of souvenirs. 
Practically all of this would have to be raised from the pockets of the faithful - 
not an easy task when an initial collection in England and Wales towards the 

cost of the visit raised only UKE 650,000. The result would be, as Cardinal 

Hume admitted, that if the visit were cancelled it would have to be a substantial 
number of years before the Roman Catholic Church in Britain could contemplate 
inviting the pope again. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Salvadoran Refugees" EPs: 62.06.29 


The following is excerpted from the 15 March tssue of Christtan Atd Information 
It ts part of an article announcing a jotnt appeal by Christian Aid (a ditvtston 
of the British Council of Churches), Oxfam, CAFOD, Save the Chtldren Fund, 

and British Red Cross, for funds to help Central American refugees. 


In El Salvador alone there is an estimated floating population in excess of 
300,000. More than 100,000 are sheltering in sanctuaries throughout the 
country, largely in the care of churches and church workers. Most of them 
have lost their homes and have fled to shelters for security and to gain some 
access to food and medical supplies. 


Many of the shelters lack even the most basic amenities like water. Health, 
sanitation and nutrition are major problems and access to the shelters is 
difficult due to constant security threats. Salvadoran organizations 
administering and providing relief supplies for the camps include the Green 
Cross and Catholic and Protestant church networks, but the relief workers face 
considerable personal risks. Ambulances and trucks continue to cross the 
country evacuating people to safety, making deliveries of food and medicines 
and moving the sick. But they face constant danger. 


In the parish of San Roque, on the outskirts of San Salvador, one group of 
refugees, mainly women and children, have been living in the crypt of an 
unfinished church for over 18 months. The sacristy of the church serves as 
the kitchen and there are only improvised latrines. 


In Honduras, Salvadoran refugees are still being moved against their wishes 
from the border areas around La Virtud and Comalancaqua to Mesa Grande, 

50 kilometres inland. There are now more than 30,000 Salvadoran refugges in 
Honduras, 80 per cent of them women and children. They began to arrive in 
1980 and have struggled hard to establish facilities for themselves in the 
border area, planting crops, rearing poultry and beginning cottage industries. 


The operation to shift 17,000 refugees from La Virtud camp and surrounding 
areas in Lempira Province to Mesa Grande near San Marcos de Ocotepeque began 
in November. The refugees fear the move will isolate them further from their 
families and allow Salvadoran troops a 'free-fire zone" on the border between 
El Salvador and Honduras with no safeguards for fleeing civilians. 


In Guatemala increased resistance among the Indian groups in the highlands 
has led the army to adopt tactics aimed at the total destruction of peasant 
communities. Planes, helicopters and heavy artillery are being used to raze 
houses in Indian villages forcing the inhabitants to flee and take refuge in 
the mountains. 


A recent letter from an Evangelical Christian leader confirmed ''the ordeal 

of our peasant brothers and sisters in the communities as a result of physical 
persecution by certain members of the national army. As part of these 
activities", said the church leader, "the army burns down homes, kills all 
those it encounters, whether children, old people or women and then makes 

them out to be the enemies, which is untrue. To escape such treatment people 
hide in the mountains for days and even weeks until the soldiers have left 
their communities. In the meantime they suffer from cold, hunger and a 
shortage of everyday clothing and blankets." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church and Health Care" EPS: 82.06.30 


This ts edited and excerpted from an article in the April 1982 tssue of Contact, publication of the 
Christian Medical Commission, part of the Geneva-based World Counctl of Churches. The author ts an 
Argentintan medical doctor active tn church-supported primary-and communtty-health care projeets in 
rural and Indian zones in Chaco province, Argentina. 


This ministry [in health care] has at least three different facets: 


1. Prophetic ministry: This is a responsibility the church has resolutely assumed throughout the ages 
and in the most difficult, dangerous political and social circumstances. In the field of health, the 
church has rightly drawn attention to the disparity between the resources available for health care and 
the amount of money invested in industry, research and technology for military purposes. The church 
must never forget the dangers that can render its prophetic ministry ineffective: 


a) limiting its activity to mere denunciation without actually committing itself to the quest for 
feasible, effective solutions; 


b) issuing denunciations on the strength of emotional reactions without being thoroughly informed about 
a subject, without proper scientific, technical and political advice; 


c) restricting the amounts allocated to health and education-related plans and projects in church 
budgets themselves. 


2. Diaconal service: Frequently the church carries out diaconal work in the health sector either without 
any clear-cut policy, or else in accordance with an institutional policy. 


a) in the absence of a policy, needs are defined on a purely emotional basis or as a result of lobbying. 
There are no guidelines for assigning priorities and energy is used in an irrational, uncontrolled 
manner to seek funds. Work is largely inefficient and ineffective as a result. 


b) According to an institutional policy, the goals of hospitals, schools, or 
other similar entities take precedence over the needs of the people. Resources are channelled into 
the working of a pre-existing infrastructure, and the health situation outside the institution is 
totally ignored. 


Diaconal service should involve the setting of health objectives for the entire population within the 
framework of a global social policy aimed at increasing the level of wellbeing and the quality of life 
for all. 


The church should play a part in the formulation and implementation of government policies; it must 
also devise and carry out its own health policies. 


3. Stewardship: The church is responsible for managing the resources available for its ministry 
according to moral standards and ethical principles and also in such a way as to meet the detected, 
felt needs of the most marginal backward segment of society. 


Health activities have a price, both in terms of the monetary value of resources, equipment and manpower 
and in terms of all the economic consequences of disease. 


In addition, the church has a great deal to do in this area. Vocations have not only to be awakened 
but also oriented in a spirit of love, service and dedication to one's neighbour, and in the sense of 
the whole person in his/her bio-physical and socio-economic environment. 


The church has an educational task to accomplish among those of its members who go through university. 
It must keep before them the precepts of respect for the human person, justice and human dignity as 
against science worship. 


The church should alert its members to remain critical of approaches whereby the individual is seen as 
an object, identified by a bed number, considered a mere case study or experimental material. 


Although we maintain that all the members of the church contribute to Christian service in the field 
of health, there is no denying that those who work in the health sector bear special responsibility in 
the way in which they go about their daily task and also in their contributions to policy formulation 
and the drafting of plans. 


The church should support and encourage the participation of these members in government-run public 
health activities in order that they may play an active part in a process of humanisation and growing 
justice within these services. 


Church members who work in these services are constantly tempted by a competitive society to satisfy 
economic and intellectual desires rather than real needs. The church has an educational task to carry 
out. The vocation to serve should exist not only during training but throughout life. 


Julto Alberto Monsalvo 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "People's Participation and the Church" Peo. Ol U0 eS | 


This is an excerpt from a newly published report of a workshop sponsored last January tn Geneva by the 
Conmisston on the Churches’ Fartictpatton tn Development of the World Couneitl of Churehes. The work- 
shop tneluded case studtes from Nigeria, Tanzania, the Philippines, Indta, Braztl, Cuba, Nicaragua, 
Netherlands, and FRG. 


An examination of the experience of the church involves two aspects: the official church structures 
and the church expressed through basic Christian communities and local congregational forms. When 
speaking of people's participation in the church, the subject of such participation is the poor and 
working-class people. In many cases programmes have been developed for participation in the churches 
which have simply increased the access of middle-class and elite groups to decision-making. Where 
such a form of participation is imposed it is simply a fashionable tool for the reconstruction of the 
non-participatory church. 


If there is to be a genuine people's participation in the church, or involvement in people's movements 
by the church, three factors are necessary: firstly, to listen to the voices of the poor; secondly, 

to make an option for the poor which involves commitment and engagement in concrete struggles; thirdly, 
to develop new biblical and theological perspectives. On this basis, the church can become a space in 
society where participation is exemplified and can participate in people's movements. As the movement 
towards people's participation develops within the church, so the churches will be challenged to change 
their practices and programmes. 3 


When the group shared experiences of people's participation and the church many examples were cited 
of individuals and groups of people motivated by the Christian faith who are struggling to involve 
themselves creatively with people's movements. In so doing they are rediscovering the meaning and 
significance of the cross and resurrection in their own lives. The Christian response to people's 
participation takes definite meaning in the expression of solidarity with people's movements for 
justice and liberation. 


People's participating challenges the church to become true to its calling by being on the side of 

the poor and oppressed. In spite of signs of hope, by and large the church establishment is captive 

to oppressive systems and in some cases supports oppressive acts. It is only the "participatory faith" 
of a church committed to justice and people's participation that can restore the dynamic character of 
the church as a people's movement. 


In examining the practice of people's participation in the church two elements must be considered: 


- the signs of hope and experiences of progress in the process towards 
people's participation. 
- the difficulties, hindrances and opposition to people's participation. 


The report then lists "stgns of hope" in terms suf structures, theology and theologteal development, 
and practice. It then outlines "dtfficulttes in the way" under four headings: "The structures of 
the church are not parttetpatory". "Theology and theologteal development in the hands of a few", 
"Personnel polictes affirm the status quo", and "The church is non-partictpatory tn its life”. 
After that, the report conttnues: 


The following issues were identified as central to people's participation and requiring further 
discussion and elaboration: 


1. How can Christian witness be effectively maintained in people's movements in societies 
marked by systematic and institutional violence? 


2. How can the churches develop more effective and concrete expressions of solidarity towards 
those involved in people's movements in stiuations of violent confrontation? 


3. How can the churches respond to the challenge posed by the need to make a political option 
for effective people's participation? 


4. How can CCPD enable the development of international struggles based on the linkage of local 
actions on TNCs? 


5. More research is needed on the structure and organization of people's movements. 
6. How can financial and human resources be more effectively shared in order to promote authentic 


people's participation... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on Material for a Churches Handbook" EPS: v82206032 


The author ts librartan at the Eewnenical Centre in Geneva and compt led the material for the new hand- 
book of World Counetl of Churches member churches. The following ts the coneluston of a longer article 
"Sel f-Portratts that Reveal Bad News", tn the May 1982 tssue of the WCC magazine One World. 


2 


The church's habit of branching out - and breaking off - in all directions wasn't simply a European 
(and later American) matter. Divisions were soon transplanted to mission lands. Indigenous culture 
was rejected and the converts had to conform strictly to the tradition, doctrines and standards of 
each mother church. Even today John Wesley's most precise disciples are as common among Polynesian 
Methodists as they are among English Methodists on Wesley's home ground. 


Pentecostal churches, charismatic movements and African independent churches are other religious 
phenomena of our times. There are a few thousand of them. And along with all the established churches 
from the Reformation era, they tend to live in splendid isolation. 


In fact, each Christian community around the world, large or small, young or old, points to its own 
tradition, interprets its own Bible, has its own theology, celebrates its own liturgy, shepherds the 
needs of its own flock and is preoccupied with its own identity. 


Some people were rash enough to believe all this changed in Amsterdam. That was where the First 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches took place in 1948. The solemn gathering pledged to stay 
together. The church of Jesus Christ was finally marching together on the road to visible unity, 
empowered for joint witness and common service. 


But were the churches really marching together? Or were they more intent on running separately - 
running their schools and hospitals with their own labels? In belonging separately to Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, John Wesley, Menno Simons or Simon Kimbangu - or together to Christ? 


After all, who were all those people? That was St. Paul's question (I Cor. 3:1-22) to the quarreling, 
divided Christians in Corinth. Who was Apollo? Who was Paul? Weren't they being "merely" human in 
claiming to "belong" to one of them? Was Christ divided? 


Terms such as scandal and renewal have often been used about Christian unity and its expression in the 
ecumenical movement. In fact, it's about sin. It is pure sin, wilful separation from God in Christ, 
unholy self-centredness, historical pettiness and craving for security that plague the churches. 


Any "new" church is bound to become something of an anachronism after half a century. And after a 
century, it has accumulated a lot of ecclesiastical dust. 


The handbook of WCC member churches will make it clear, I hope, that separated churches are historical 
accidents, conditioned by sinful aspirations and ambitions. Their finest religious insights soon 
become obstinate, stale and divisive. 


The Lord is a long way ahead of them, and the anguish of human beings, the repentance of churches 
and the worldwide praise of God are the things that will set the ecumenical movement going again, 
following the undivided Christ. 


The handbook can then be thoroughly revised. Because the presiding bishops, the moderators of the 
synods and the secretaries for ecumenical relations will write in explicit terms that his of her 
community belongs to the one holy, Catholic and Apostolic church. I cannot but anticipate that that 
day will come. 


Ans van der Bent 
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ECUVIEW: "Serving Peace With and Without Weapons" EPS: 82.06.33 


The following is excerpted from a memorandum of the [FRG] Evangelical Church in Germany, which Links 
the country's Lutheran, Untted, and Reformed regional churches. An English verston, "The Preservatton, 
Promotton and Renewal of Peace", was recently published. The German dates from last October. 


"Serving peace with weapons" is only justifiable in the context of a general policy of peace; the phras 
is not meant to imply that peace is fully served through taking up arms, i.e. through preparing for and 
engaging in war. Instead, it is clearly confined to the framework of a policy geared to peace, 
negotiations, treaties and development. This is largely how it has been interpreted. 


By contrast, the phrase "Serving peace without weapons" clearly emphasizes the non-use of arms; it 
focuses on the rejection of arms as such and-the refusal to bear them. 


This rejection is not seen as the consummation of peace, though this opinion is often heard. Anyone 
wishing to serve peace without weapons can only do so by political means, and must thus share in 
designing for peace. This is not brought out sufficiently by the motto "Serving peace without weapons" 
which does justice neither to the facts nor to the origin of the phrase. Yet many of those subscribing 
to the peace movement do so not merely for the sake of their own conscience, but in order to make a 
political point. In the present "peace without weapons" debate, more and more attention is being 

given to the issue of alternative defence strategies. This question, however, concerns a level which 
is not adequately covered by the phrase "without weapons" 


Serving peace "without weapons" or, in the even simpler terms of the other slogan, "Living without 
weapons", is now up for discussion again in the church. In one respect this is anything but Utopia: 
it offers a highly realistic opportunity for peace-oriented politics. It is not as though there were 
no room at all for the slogan "Living without weapons". Rather it has a clearly recognised location 
and a reality we are completely familiar with. Wherever agreements and alliances succeed, be it as 
the rule of law of the individual state (internal peace) or as successful inter-state alliances, there 
exists the familiar and meritorious reality that people and states can coexist without arms. It is 
possible, by means of serious policies of mutual recognition of rights and interests, to promote 
situations in which life can be lived without armaments. To give a rather obvious example: we need 

no arms vis-a-vis the USA, France, Great Britain, Holland, Belgium etc; this has certainly not always 
been the case, but it is so today. It all depends on the context in which "living without weapons" is 
situated and filled with life. 


So the phrase "Serving peace without weapons" does have a certain justification; it applies under 
certain conditions, which must be clarified, attained and maintained for peace without weapons to 
survive. It cannot be given "absolute" validity without reference to these political conditions. 

It would be abused in the church debate too, if it were claimed that Christians should "unconditionally 
refrain from using arms, i.e. without the participation in realistic peace policies that we are 
advocating. If it does not entail the assumption that we live in a world no longer in need of politica 
safeguards for peace this motto is an important and constructive way of defining and renewing the task 
set us by peace. 


Only when the political and ethical content of these two positions is kept separate is there any 
prospect of the peace debate in the church relation to specific problem areas and not ending in a 
clash of ideologies. Those who want to safeguard peace by means of weapons must also seek new ways 

of settling conflicts peacefully by agreements. Wanting to live without arms does not free us from 
the task of working for new paths towards safeguarding peace politically - through relations, agreement 
and treaties with political opponents. 


In the Federal Republic of Germany and in the ecumenical movement the churches must ask whether, and 
to what extent, they are doing the right thing to get involved in a detailed discussion of the nature 
and quality of nuclear and conventional weapons systems and military strategies. There are arguments 
in favour of doing this. But when such debates get bogged down, energies are also tied up which are 
needed to start the discussion on political fundamentals moving again, or to support those who try to 
do this. 


Where the emphases in the crucial questions of today are seen by the church itself, is far from being 
secondary. There is an unmistakable shortage of political content in church discussion in this respect 
So what can the church do in the context of the revived peace debate? 
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CHURCHES INVOLVEMENT Ecumenical Press 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA Service:82.06.34 


Geneva (EPS) - "Being obliged under the gospel of Christ to be part of the 
liberation struggle for a free and just society, the church is urged to 
maintain relations with all those involved in it, to share in actual dialogue 
with liberation movements and to give... support... to those engaged at 
various levels in the liberation struggle." 


This is one of the recommendations resulting from a consultation ‘Churches 
Involvement in Southern Africa', which took place 24-28 May in Kitwe, 
Zambia. The consultation - co-sponsored by the World Council of Churches' 
Programme to Combat Racism and the All Africa Conference of Churches - was 
attended by more than 50 church leaders from 14 African countries, and 
liberation movements including the African National Congress (ANC), the Pan 
Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and the South-West Africa People's 
Organization (SWAPO). 


In his opening address Nalumino Mundia, Prime Minister of Zambia, expressed 
appreciation for the role played by the two sponsoring church organizations 
in combating racism. The moderator of the consultation, Honourable Justice 
Annie Jiagge from Ghana, traced the history of the ecumenical movement as 
it had dealt with issues of racism, and in particular showing its support 
for the struggle for justice and dignity in Southern Africa. 


The meeting was held in the context of a noted intensification of racism on 

a global level. Among many disturbing developments participants pointed to 

the acceleration of militarization and the continuing aggression against 
neighbouring states by South Africa. At the consultation there was a greater 
awareness among the African churches about their special responsibility towards 
the liberation movements in Southern Africa. This was coupled with the 
conviction that their own freedom remains incomplete as long as South Africa 
and Namibia are not free. Therefore the main emphasis at the consultation was 
on practical steps that could be undertaken by the African churches to promote 
the cause of liberation there. 


One of the major areas identified for action by the churches was information. 
It was noted that the situation in Southern Africa was not adequately and 
properly presented in the mass media. The churches should play an important 
role in the dissemination of accurate information and interpretation of events, 
and it was recommended to establish an information network. 


Churches around the world were called on by the consultation to show solidarity 
with the South African Council of Churches, which "has become the object of a 
vicious and uncompromising attack by the South African government". Tribute 
was paid to the Namibian Council of Churches for its courageous and prophetic 
ministry. 


Reiterating the calls made by ecumenical organizations "to extend . political 
pressure upon Western governments to impose total sanctions upon the South 
African apartheid regime", the meeting recommended the special study by the 
churches of the role of transnational corporations in that country. 


The establishment of a human rights resource office was voted. A pool of 
legal experts will defend political prisoners and look into security and 
welfare of their or exiles’ dependents. 


EPS 


PAPAL VISIT Ecumenical Press 
TO BRITAIN Service: 82.06.35 


London (EPS) - The Pope's visit to Britain exceeded his own expectations, 

he told journalists on the plane taking him home. Certainly, it seems to 
have exceeded virtually everyone else's. Above all his historic pilgrimage 
to Canterbury means that relations between the Roman Catholic, Anglican and 
Free Churches have been put on to an-even closer and more cordial level than 
they were already. 


The common declaration which the Pope and the Archbishop of Canterbury signed 
after they had knelt together in silent prayer at the site of Thomas Becket's 
martyrdom in 1170, suggests that the goal of unity between Rome and Canter- 
bury is now in sight, even if some formidable obstacles may remain. As 
everyone had hoped, it announced the setting-up of a new commission to 
oversee the future dialogue between the two communions and in particular the 
process of evaluation of the work of the Anglican/Roman Catholic International 
Commission (ARCIC). But this new commission will also have the task of 
studying ''all that hinders the mutual recognition of the ministries of our 
communions" - a delicate indication that Rome is thinking how it can best 
bypass 'apostolicae curae", Leo XIII's 1896 bull, that declared Anglican 
orders "absolutely null and utterly void", perhaps by the expedient of 
recognizing that as far as Anglican bishops are concerned their orders now 
derive also from the Old Catholics, whose orders have always been recognized 
by Rome as valid - and of recommending what practical steps will be necessary 
when, on the basis of our unity in faith, we are able to proceed to the 
restoration of full communion. -Documents of this kind are very carefully 
drafted and scrutinized, and it should be noted that this passage says "when" 
and not Cif’, 


Symbolically the Pope's presence at Canterbury was an overwhelming personal 
endorsement by him of the work of ARCIC and of the way relations have 
developed so far. It was also an acknowledgement of the common faith that 
unites all the mainstream churches of Britain. The Pope, the Archbishop, 

and the moderator of the Free Church Federal Council (FCFC), Dr Kenneth Greet, 
led the congregation drawn from all the churches in a renewal of baptismal 
vows and in a re-affirmation of the apostles' creed as "the faith of the 
church". 


Canterbury thus endorsed the Catholic Church's commitment to the joint search 
for unity, and, as the service underlined, not only with Anglicanism. Free 
Church leaders greatly appreciated the opportunity for serious discussion 
with the Pope, during which he showed himself to be a Pope who listened 
alertly to what they had to say and responded “sympathetically but cautiously" 
when they raised the question of the admission to communion of non-Catholic 
members of mixed marriage families - something that from the Catholic side 

had been requested two years ago by the National Pastoral Congress in Liverpool. 
The Pope said it was a "joy" to him to learn of their hopes "for the growth 
of Christians in these countries into deeper communion" - a reference surely 
to the covenant proposals already approved by the United Reformed Church and 
to be decided on later this summer by the Church of England and the Moravian 
and Methodist Churches. He also invited the church leaders to Rome for 
further discussions with the unity secretariat and other departments of the 
Roman Curia - an invitation that is certain to be taken up. 


(more) 


But it was not just at Canterbury that John Paul II showed himself to be a 
Pope who is prepared to listen and learn. Throughout the visit to the 
Catholics of England and Wales he demonstrated a truly English degree of 
understatement and reticence. He did not come out with any of the authorita- 
rian condemnations of abortion, contraception and divorce, many Catholics - 
and others - had been dreading. The closest he came was when at York he 
condemned the "contraceptive and anti-life mentality" - which is a long way 
away from an explicit condemnation of the use of contraceptives and in fact 
is compatible with toleration, if not actual approval, of their use. While 
he stressed the indissolubility of Marriage he recognized clearly that "some 
marriages fail" and spoke about reaching out in love "to those who know the 
pain of failure in Marriage, to those who know the loneliness of bringing up 
a family on their own, to those whose family life is dominated by tragedy 

or by illness of mind or body". Again, all this was a long way from his 
insistence not so long ago that divorced and remarried Catholics could only 
be admitted to the sacraments if they undertook to live like brother and sister. 


The visit in fact suggested powerfully that the Pope listened carefully to 
what he was told by the bishops of England and Wales and followed their 
advice. This adds up to a massive endorsement of their policies and a papal 
vote of confidence in them and in the way English Catholicism has been 
developing since Vatican II. In its turn this gives added momentum to the 
search for unity with the Anglican and Free Churches, since over the past 
10 to 20 years the Catholic Church in England has become much more the kind 
of Catholic Church other Christians might be prepared to consider uniting with. 
Indeed, as Pope in England John Paul II was exercising his universal primacy 
in the manner outlined by ARCIC's final report and not at all in the heavy- 
handed and authoritarian way that has tempted several to dismiss ARCIC's 
proposals as an impossible dream. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 


EPS 
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WCC AID ADMINISTRATOR Ecumenical Press 
LEAVES KAMPUCHEA Service: 82.06.36 


Geneva (EPS) - French pastor Jean-Louis Clavaud was expelled from Phnom Penh, 
Kampuchea, by the local authorities, after his visa was not renewed in May 
of this year. : 


Clavaud was the World Council of Churches representative administrating the 
WCC/CCA substantial relief and reconstruction programme in that country, 
Started in 1979. No official reason was given for the expulsion. The WCC 
is seeking clarification from the Kampuchean government. 


Since October 1979, immediately after the Phnom Penh authorities had granted 
approval for a WCC relief programme, food aid, transport means, pharmaceutical 
manufacturing laboratories and other health care facilities were provided or 
equipped. At present the programme emphasis is on health care and agricultural 
rehabilitation. To date about US$ 18 million have been spent on the various 
relief and reconstruction projects. 


EPS 


THE POOR SEEN AS KEY Ecumenical Press 
FOR WORLD EVANGELISM Service: 82.06.37 


Wheaton, I11. USA (EPS) ~- Christians should not glorify poverty or the poor, 
warned Emilio Castro, but they should recognize that "the poor have 
historically been God's chosen vehicles for the evangelism of the world". 
Castro directs the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC). 


He made the statement in an address at a workshop on mission for editors of 
Christian publications. The event was held 24-25 May on the Wheaton College 
campus (Illinois, USA) organized by his department. 


Through expansion of churches in so-called Third-World countries will come 
renewal for the whole church, said Castro. 


He charged that "the failure to preach the gospel (among the poor of the 
earth) is one of the greatest injustices being done to the poor". Castro 
called for greater awareness of Christians towards non-Christians in our 
midst and increased dialogue. This dialogue, he said, should reflect an 
attitude of "respect for my neighbour" that becomes "my witnessing style 
towards my neighbour" 


Rejecting fears that such dialogue may compromise faith, Castro urged the 
editors to realize that there is "no more syncretistic religion than western 
Christianity that has surrendered to secularism, has smuggled in philosophies 
having little to do with the gospel, and has accepted the conclusion of 
modern science with little conversation". 


Pr. kon Bria, secretary for Orthodox studies in the WCC's evangelism commission, 
said "the historical symphony between state and church" has disappeared in 
many areas of Orthodox strength. This shift prompts fresh study of Orthodox 
understanding of mission. 


Bria explained how the mystical language of the Orthodox developed out of a 

long history and involves a particular interpretation of the apostolic tradition. 
"The whole shape of Orthodoxy is changed today", said Bria. Despite a 
triumphalist history, he said, "we are now a suffering people living under 

many restrictions", especially in Eastern Europe and parts of Asia and the 
Middle East. 


In terms of mission, he noted the Orthodox conviction that the preaching of 
the gospel is snc in the context of community. "The church is not only 
the result of mission but also the precondition for mission", he said. 
Therefore, the community of believers is seen as proclaiming the gospel, and 
not merely the individual. 


The Rev. Jacques Maury, leader of the Protestant Churches of France, said 
secularization is one of the chief challenges to mission in France, including 
mission of the Christian print media. "The churches have failed to recognize 
that money ~ Mammon - remains the main idol or obstacle to the Kingdom of God." 
he said. 


Developments in science and efforts for peacemaking also relate to mission. 
Yet the church in France, he said, has ignored new theological questions posed 
by scientific developments. He added: "If churches are not makers of peace, 
they will lose any credibility in the proclamation of the Prince of Peace". 
Maury also said ecumenism is a crucial element in mission. "It is absolutely 
clear for me that in the present and coming situations, the division of the 
churches constitutes a radical obstacle" to outreach. 


(more) 


Dr Raymond Fung, secretary for evangelism in the commission, called for more 
responsible reporting on the development of the church in China. He explained 
that "writing about China is no different from... writing about anything else... 
First, we need facts. Then, we need to put the facts in their context. And 
thirdly, if we prefer, we can put the facts... into our own context." Said 
Fung: "Given China's long period of isolation until recent years, and its 
radically different [from the West] socio-political structure and experience, 

it is of utmost importance that we firmly put the facts in China's own context." 
Fung also urged that, "in writing about Chins Gianity win. Chinas». iWee «+. be 

open to the possibilities of new understanding and new insights about the 

ways of God in our own context". 


Lowell G. Almen (EPS correspondent) 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: Comiso Conference Protests Missile Base EPS:82.06.38 


The author ts an economtst who attended the conference for the United Presbytertan 
Church, USA, and the Untted Church of Christ. Thts text ts based on his report. 


"Better red than dead' used to be the motto of the peace movement, said Tulio . 
Vinay, the founder of Italy's Agape and Riesi communities, but he added that 
the Christian attitude must be "rather dead than an assassin". 


He was speaking at a three-day international and ecumenical conference on the 
peace issue held during Pentecost in the southern Sicilian town of Comiso. 
Organized by the Italian Baptist, Methodist and Waldensian churches, the 
meeting attracted participants - Christians involved with peace concerns - 
from all over Italy and other countries. Various large churches as well as 
the World Council of Churches were represented. 


Comiso was chosen as a site for the meeting because of a decision by Nato 
planners and the Italian government to establish a cruise missile site just 
outside the town. The choice of the spot only a few miles from the southern 
coast of Sicily - in an isolated town far from the centres of power - was 
interpreted as an attempt to minimize the possibilities of a mass protest. 


Yet in the case of Sicily, this arrogant approach has stirred up a hornet's 
nest of opposition groups. They range from small local peace committees to 
the powerful Italian Communist party. The Comiso conference seemed a focal 
point of coming together for many of these groups. Paolo Ricca, a Protestant 
professor of theology in Rome, pointed out that the Church has spent so much 
time and effort over the centuries trying to develop a theology of war, that 
it had not developed a theology of peace. Quoting Bonhoeffer's statement that 
modern war is self-destruction on both sides, he reflected on the importance 
for Christians that the biblical God is a God of shalom who chose an unarmed 
man to rise from the dead. 


(more) 


Emidio Campi, the international secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation, raised a second issue by linking peace with social justice, 
particularly as it relates to the underdeveloped regions of the South. He 
reminded conference participants that it was hardly coincidental that the 
relatively poorer and more backward areas of Italy have been chosen for missile 
bases. Along the same theme of peace and justice, Sergio Aquilante, the 
Communist president of the Italian Methodist Church, addressed a public meeting 
attended by hundreds of people in the main ptazgza of Comiso, emphasizing that 
it is imperative for Christians to struggle for a peace with social justice. 
And Giorgio Bouchard, the head of the Waldensian Church, responded to an earlier 
remark made by a Communist member of parliament, who had said that it was the 
role of Christians to proclaim utopic solutions. Bouchard insisted that 
Christians must be concerned with the material conditions of injustice and the 
arms race, rather than with utopia. 


Comiso helps to provide a concrete example of the link between the issues of 
peace and social justice. Economically powerful groups in Sicily are trying 
to convince the local population that they will benefit economically from the 
missile bases. Not the least of these groups seems to be the Mafia which is 
rumoured to have bought up land around the proposed site already. Up to now, 
because of the relative economic prosperity of the small farmers in the Comiso 
region, the Mafia have never gained a foothold. 


But investigations into the recent assassination of the Sicilian regional 
leader of the Italian Communist party link his death to his. opposition to the 
missiles. 


The local situation at Comiso also shows the importance of international 
solidarity and cooperation between the different national groups in the peace 
movement. This is particularly important in Europe where the strength of 
many of the national movements is a result of concentrating local aspects of 
the international arms race. But international solidarity is required to 
prevent Nato planners from diluting the success of the central European peace 
movement, by shifting missile sites to places like Comiso. 


Joel McClellan 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Christians and Non-Christians Worshipping Together" EPS: 82.06.39 


This ts excerpted from a presentation by Timothy Lull, assoctate professor of systematic theology at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, US. He was reflecting on a posstble study 
by the theological studies dtvtsion of the Lutheran Counctl tn the USA. 


Theological study is proposed for the now common phenomenon of Christians and non-Christians worshipping 
together... 


In that spirit I offer five questions which the study must consider: 


a) What, precisely,is the religious situation today? Our work is carried out in a different cultural 
context than that of the Reformers or even of our recent predecessors. We have an awareness of 
the pluralism of the world, enhanced by modern communications and our general awareness of the 
world in which we live. It is almost impossible to avoid something of a global perspective, since 
the religious pluralism of the world is well reflected within our nation, and somewhat known in 
every local community. 


Two features of the modern religious situation are striking to me. The first is this proximity 
of all of the world religions to one another. This means especially for the first time for most 
of us proximity to the religions of Asia... 


This leads to the second feature of modern religions. Against all predications that secularism 
would remove them, and against the failures and limitations of the Christian missionary endeavour, 
several of the traditional world religions are enjoying a current vitality. Everyone has studied 
and pondered the resurgence of Islam. But Hinduism too shows no signs of passing away. The 
temples are crowded, and even modern, secularized Indian leaders seek the advice and the blessing 
of their favourite gurus... 


b) A second question follows immediately from the first. What do we say theologically about these 
religions? Here I think we must have fresh Scriptural and confessional study, even if we can 
anticipate the general form that the answers may take. Christianity has not always existed, at 
least in its current form. It has a history that includes earlier encounters with non-Christian 
paganism and the task of making decisions about cultures as diverse as Greco-Roman, Germanic, 
and Native Americans. Even if the evaluation is negative (and that ought not to be pre-supposed) , 
one will have to do more than cite St. Paul's joy that the Thessalonians turned "from idols to 
serve a living and true God". (I Thess. 1:9)... 


c) Within that question a more particular one is lurking. What do Lutherans today think theologically 
about the status of the Jewish people?... I would guess that most Lutherans are very reluctant to 
see Judaism as a totally separate religion but have come to see Israel and the Church both 
historically and today as together part of the people of God. If this is the case, then many 
Lutherans would not really consider Christian/Jewish worship to be a joining of two religions, 
but a celebration of a special unity and disparity within one faith. 


I am not here giving a theological defence of the position I have been outlining, although it could 
rather easily be done. What I am suggesting is that such a position is widely held, and that formal 
theological reflection on this matter ought to consider both the accurateness of this "branches- 
of-the-same-family" theology and the possibilities and dangers in the current interreligious 
situation... 


d) Is there an opening to some positive evaluation of non-Christian religion, and perhaps even of 
joint worship, in the Lutheran doctrine of the two kingdoms? This will seem to some a most 
unlikely, or even unhappy, place to look. But that doctrine has always asserted that God is God 
both as creator and as redeemer, both in the kingdom of the right hand and of the left... 


I will add personally that dialogue about the moral and ethical foundations of society ought to 

be possible without common worship. I will also confess to a prejudice that Christian worship at 
its heart is Trinitarian, Christological, and sacramental. Such worship is impossible in an inter- 
faith setting. But that which is penultimate or even marginal may still be of value. At this 
point worship as an affirmation of pure loyalties and our responsibilities to each other may have 
some justification. At least this approach seems more promising than the plans of the Moral 
Majority to rally us back to a Christian society which has effectively vanished, and which is a 
considerable theological risk itself. 


e) How can we best articulate what we think about salvation today, both as a witness to others and a 
clarification to ourselves? Failure to reflect on this theme leads more and more of our people to 
slip into a practical belief in universal salvation that has little Biblical or confessional 
grounding. We know what we cannot say. But what do we say? What are the claims to truth and to 
knowledge of the way which we might make today? 


How do we think about the truth of Christian faith, and how do we understand God to be present or 
absent in the rest of the world of humen life? We shall have to consider in this regard a positive 
exposition of the Christian doctrine of salvation, not exceeding the limits of the images and dark 
glass of Scripture, but not ignoring the demand that we give reasons - persuasive reasons - about our 
understanding of the relation between God, salvation, the church, the kingdom, the Spirit, the nations, 
individuals, and all those realities which must be woven together in some coherent and convincing 
pattern. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Measuring Christianity in Canada" EPS: 82.06.40 


Canada's Christians were treated to a new set of depressing statistics when Reginald Bibby recently 
released his update on the state of their churches. ~ 


Bibby, a sociology professor at Alberta's University of Lethbridge, is the person responsible for the 
one comprehensive study of Canadian Christianity. That was done in 1975, and many of the 1,500 people 
used in this latest study also participated in the first. 


One major finding in the second study is that only one in five Canadians show signsof what Bibby calls 

a commitment to traditional Christianity. Bibby's test for traditional Christianity consists of six 
affirmations or replies to questions such as belief in the divinity of Jesus, belief in life after death, 
private prayer, experiencing God and knowledge of the person who denied Jesus. (One in two Canadians 
knew it was Peter). 


Only 22 per cent of Canadians responded positively to all six points. The 78 per cent who comprise the 
movement away from traditional commitment to Christianity is most pronounced among people with United 
Church ties, says Bibby, least among Protestant conservatives and Roman Catholic charismatics. 


Other findings include: 


Although 90 per cent of Canadians claim to be Protestant or Roman Catholic, only 42 per cent are 
members of local churches and 28 per cent attend church weekly. Weekly attendance levels range from 
more than 50 per cent for Protestant conservatives to 40 per cent for Roman Catholics to 20 per cent 
for United, Anglican and Presbyterian church members. 


In his assessment, Bibby says 74 per cent of respondents "do not appear to be religious or irreligious, 
but a-religious... As a result they have at best an unfocused religious orientation with which they 
can address life's ultimate questions. These are Canada's 'religionless Christians’. "Religionless 
Christians’, he continues, include 4 in 10 conservative Protestants, 5 in 10 Roman Catholics and 7 in 
10 Anglican and United Church people. 


Bibby says churches should specialize in order to survive, just as other institutions are. He believes 
"the critical area churches can address is the meaning and purpose of life, the issue of death", and 
that to concentrate on issues like social action or "glorified" counselling would be a mistake. 


What qualifies Bibby to make his evaluation? Some people are questioning his biases, which they say 
affected the study's outcome. 


Reginald Bibby, who studied theology at a Southern Baptist seminary and who comes from what some people 
see as a conservative, Baptist background, brought a certain set of values to his study. 


According to Bibby, if a person prays, experiences God, knows who denied Jesus and believes in God, the 
divinity of Jesus and life after death, then he or she fits his description of a traditional Christian. 


Henry MacLeod, also a sociologist, says: "Bibby's conception of religion is a 'real Southern Baptist 
kind' and for him to Say that only 20 per cent of Canadians have a Southern Baptist bias, my response is 
"So what?'" 


Looking at the definition in that light partially explains why members of conservative churches "scored" 
higher than members of liberal churches. Another explanation for the score difference is that although 
some members of liberal churches are strong advocates of social justice and corporate Christian witness, 
that kind of commitment was not measured. 


A second issue concerns Bibby's assertion that churches should concentrate on issues like the meaning 
of life and death. 


The Rev. Lorne Walsh of the United Church says that for him, death is not a fundamental Christian 
question; issues like salvation, righteousness and justice are. He thinks Ribby's belief that churches 
should study death illustrates again his conservative bias. 


Lastly, MacLeod doesn't agree with Bibby when he says Canada's Christian population is "bottoming out', 
and that Canadian society is becoming more secular. MacLeod, who believes religious activity occurs in 
cycles, says although Canada is at a low point in the cycle, certain Signs (such as increased weekly 
attendance by United Church members and a 24 per cent increase in attendance in a large Anglican diocese 
of Southwestern Ontario) seem to point to heightened religious activity in the 1980s. 


As for secularization, MacLeod first said there are two schools of thought among religious sociologists. 
One group believes Canadians are undergoing secularization; the other Says Canadians are experiencing 
religious change. (MacLeod belongs to the latter; Bibby to the former). 


Thus, MacLeod questions Bibby's statement about the inevitability of secularization, but at the same 
time believes some church people have latched on to the theory because "it makes it easy". 


"Secularization is a good scapegoat for anything that goes wrong.'' However, no one, least of all Bibby's 
critics,says his information is not useful. He is one of few Canadian sociologists interested in 
religion in the country, and provides much valuable information for Canadian churches. 


Joanne Fatrhart Houlden (staf furtter, Untted Church [of Canada] Observer magaztne ) 


EPS 


ECUPAST: World Church News of 25 Years Ago EPS: 82.06.41 
(Reflected in EPS in August 1957) 


An Anglican pastoral letter in South Africa urged church members to defy a 
new law barring blacks from worshipping at churches in white communities 
without specific permission from a government minister. 


The North India Church Union Plan was finished. (The Church of North India 
formally began 13 years later.) 


Churches in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) were protesting a new law making the 
majority Sinhalese the country's official language. 


Lutheran World Federation Executive Secretary Carl Lund-Quist urged contact 
be made with Lutherans in China. 


After a two-week visit, a delegation of the Orthodox Church of Finland said 
it found in the Soviet Union "very good relations... between the Soviet 
government and the Russian Orthodox Church, based on non-interference in 
each other's affairs". 


Four New Zealand denominations - Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational, 
and Disciples - approved church union in principle. (They remain separate 
bodies to date.) 


Two statements on nuclear weapons testing and disarmament came from the 
annual meeting of the WCC central committee. It also commended a draft plan 
to merge the WCC and the International Missionary Council, and admitted 

five denominations into WCC membership, bringing the total to 170. (It is 
now 301.) The committee also reiterated WCC opposition to racial or ethnic 
segregation. 


Keith Bridston received a one-year appointment as executive secretary of 
the WCC faith and order department, succeeding J. Robert Nelson. 


It was announced at the Lutheran World Federation world assembly in 
Minneapolis that the LWF would begin a study of the "entire complex of 
Roman Catholicism". 


Some US Roman Catholic leaders voiced "amazement and dismay" over a proposed 
WCC study of "problems of religious liberty arising in Roman Catholic and 
other countries". 
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FOCUS ON DISARMAMENT 


[See EPS:82.06.03, 82.05.90, 82.05.62] 


2791: WCC General Secretary Philip 
Potter addresses the 1978 UN special 
session on disarmament. 


2792: Hundreds and thousands demon- 
stratedin Amsterdam last November, 
many with church support, on behalf 
of disarmament. (See also 2795, 2796, 
2797) 


2793: Former Swedish Prime Minister 
Olof Palme addresses members of an 
international church panel which con- 
ducted several days of hearingson dis- 
armament last November in Amsterdam. 
Their report was released last month 
[EPS 82.05.49]. 


2794: A disarmament demonstration 


organized by Women for Peace took place 


last January at the Ecumenical Centre 
in Geneva. 


(Photos: WCC) 
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Church leaders react to Israeli Lebanon actions 
Religious groups mark UN disarmament session 

Australia church: Aborigine progress or no bicentennial 
European church women meet on peace, justice 

World Christian encyclopedia out 


ECUPOINTS (through 82.07.28) 


06: GDR-peace 07: US-Presbyterian 

08: US-daycare 09: South Africa-editor 
10: Pope-Geneva oY. (Lis ‘Lutheran WJesii ts 
12: Dutch reunion 13: Pastors released 
14: Sweden-women 15: Finland-primate 

16: Australia-dialogue 17: South Africa-attack 
ifs Film prize 19: Mission cooperation 
eUsentrita-rigntce 21: Europe-Pentecost 
22: Anglican-seals 23: NAmerica-membership 
24: Nicaragua-relief 25: Finland-president 
26: Finland-peace 27: Finland-ordination 


28: Poland-aid 


ECUTEXT: Middle East Messages 


SUM OF THE NEWS and SHOPTALK are on the other stde. 


nenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of the 
1 Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations and the World Alliance of Young 
en's Christian Associations. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the WCC or its partners. 


SHOPTALK: 


8, 


2) 


Item 82.06.40 tn the prevtous EPS also marks the debut of "Letter 
from Toronto," the third and latest in that sertes, which already 
tneludes New York and London and ts projected to inelude Oslo, 
Natrobt, Budapest, Berlin, and others in months to come. In that 
item, delete the word "conservative" in the last line of the frfth- 
from-last paragraph. . 


The 1982 meeting of the WCC central committee opens 19 July in Geneva. 
It continues through 28 July. As necessary, EPS.will supplement tts 
regular weekly publication during that pertod. However, tf you have 
particular deadlines or areas of interest which need speectal attention, 
please let us know by 15 July so appropriate coverage arrangements can 
be attempted. 


Thomas Hartley Dorrts 
Editor 


SUM OF THE NEWS (49/20): 


CM 


O2: 
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The Israeit invaston of Lebanon prompts constderable church reaction. 


The second UN spectal sesston on disarmament prompts a vartety of 
reltgtous acttvtty. 


The Untting Church in Australta nattonal assembly says there must 
be stgntficant progress for Aborigines or there should be.no church 
partictpation in the 200th anniversary of white settlement of the 
conttnent tn 1788. 


A new ecwnentcal European women's organisatton holds tts founding 
meeting. 


A massive World Christtan Encyclopedia appears 14 years after tts 
priest editor began hts work. 


CHURCH LEADERS REACT TO Ecumenical Press 
ISRAELI LEBANON ACTIONS Service: 82.07.01 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Israeli military action in southern Lebanon has prompted 
generally critical church response. Acting World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Patrick Coidan urged [9 June] a "cessation of Israeli attacks against 
Lebanon and Palestinians in south Lebanon” and a "demand that Israel... with- 
draw unconditionally all its armed forces from Lebanon immediately." The 

same day, WCC International Affairs Director Ninan Koshy said "Israel cannot 
continue to ignore the Palestinian question or to use it as a pretext to 
justify armed aggression against third parties including sovereign states." 


Following messages from Middle East Council of Churches leaders, WCC General 
Secretary Philip Potter reiterated [17 June] the call for "unconditional 

and immediate withdrawgl...recalling thatthe WCC has consistently deplored the 
escalation of violence whether through random acts of brutality and terror or 
through dangerous concepts of "limited war'" [Ecutext: EPS 82.07.29 ]. 


Potter voiced WCC ''support for the need to respect and re-establish Lebanese 
integrity andsovereignty",said it "continues to recognize the need for mutually 
recognized and secure frontiers for ... Israel", and "reaffirms the need for 
realizing the long delayedrights of the Palestinian people for self-determination 
and statehood." 

In Rome, the pope appealed for an end to hostilities. Former Melkite Catholic 
Jerusalem Archbishop Hilarion Capucci said he would protest the invasion by 


going on hunger strike. 
An MECC-arranged meeting of West Beirut pastors [15 June] appealed for a 


"permanent cessation of all hostilities in all circumstances and for the 
immediate lifting of the Israeli blockade on Beirut," both said to be "crucial 
for essential relief work to advance." 


In a statement here [10 June], the World Student Christian Federation said it 
"condemns this parbarous act which is inflicting renewed suffering on defence- 
less people.'' Among other things, the WSCF statement urged "comprehensive 
sanctions against Israel." 


In Paris, a joint statement from Cimade, an ecumenical aid .@ganisation, and 
the Catholic Development and Anti-Hunger Committee. condemned "Israeli 
ageression,'' adding that "each people of the Middle East has the right to live 
in peace in its country." ns 

In the US, various church leaders sent messages to US President Ronald 
Reagan. Among them were United Presbyterian Stated Clerk William P. 

Thompson and UP Program Agency General Director J. Oscar McCloud, United 
Methodist Indiana Bishop and National Council of Churches President James 
Armstrong, and United Church of Christ President Avery Post and Disciples 

of Christ General Minister Kenneth Teegarden. 


Thompson and McCloud supported the US "commitment to defend the existence of 
...lsrael" but said it "must not be misused to cover aggressive actions against 
neighboring countries." Armstrong urged "new diplomatic initiatives...to 

begin Israel-Palestinian negotiations." Post and Teegarden offered "wholehearted 
support for the making of firm demands, backed by sanctions, for Israel to 

stop immediately military action in Lebanon." 

A four-person ecumenical team hoped to spend about a week toward the end of 
June in the affected area to express solidarity with its churches and people, 
interpret the WCC's role in humanitarian and reconciliation efforts, and study 
how the WCC might support MECC relief efforts there. The team included Acting 
WCC Emergencies and Rehabilitation Officer Frances Martin, [UK] Church 
Missionary Society Middle East Secretary John Clark, [US] National Council 

of Churches Middle East Office Director Richard Butler, and WCC Programme 
Secretary for Christian-Jewish Relations Allan Brockway. 
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RELIGIOUS GROUPS MARK Ecumenical Press 
UN DISARMAMENT SESSION Service: 82.07.02 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Opening of the UN Second Special Session on Disarmament here 
7 June served as a focal point for massive and varied demonstration of religious 
support for ending the arms race. 


Though not necessarily expecting the UN to make any decisive breakthrough, 
religious groups from across the US and other countries found SSD-2 an apt 
occasion to pray, fast, sing, preach, study and march for peace. 


Jesuit priest Daniel Berrigan and brother Philip, a former Josephite priest, 
were among the hundreds whos went further and got arrested for blocking entrances 
to the UN embassies of the five nuclear powers. 


Earlier in the spring, the Fellowship of Reconciliation and Clergy and Laity 
Concerned helped generate interest by spons°ring a US speaking tour of 11 church- 
related leaders from the European disarmament movement. 


New York's Riverside Church, as part of an annual ''Peace Sabbath" promoted 
nationwide by its disarmament program , oriented a Sunday service 29 May to 
SSD- 2. Among those attending were session delegates from the US, USSR, and 
some two dozen other countries. In addition to the sermon. by Riverside 
minister William Sloane Coffin, they heard remarks by UN Assistant General 
Secretary for Disarmament Jan Martenson. 


Terence Cooke, Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop of New York and US Roman 
Catholic military vicar,celebrated [6 June] a mass for peace and justice at 
his cathedral. The homilist was Cincinnati Archbishop Joseph Bernardin. He 
chairs a committee drafting a disarmament message US Roman Catholic bishops 
plan to issue in November. 


The same day, Coretta Scott King, quoting frequently from her husband, the 
assassinated Nobel Peace Prize winner, Martin Luther King Jr., preached at the 
Anglican cathedral here as part of a nineSunday series on "disarmament —- or 
nuclear holocaust?" 


The largest religious event was an international religious convocation 11 June, 
at the Episcopal cathedral. Several thousand people packed the building for a 
service that included Jewish, Unitarian, Shinto, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, Islamic 
and Traditional Native American, as well as Christian elements. Afterward, they 
marched to central park to plant a "tree of life.'' Some went on to the UN for 

a vigil, groups taking turns through the night. 


Religious groups were also prominent among the half million or more people in 
perhaps the largest peace rally of U.S _ history [12 June]. The evening, a 
Roman Catholic peace assembly drew 2000-3000 people for a lengthy service of 
"testimony", music and a euchrist celebrated by three bishops. 


Olle Dahlen, a Swedish diplomat who chairs the World Council of Churches' Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs, said in an interview that the 
international political situation has worsened since SSD-1 in 1978. But he 
agreed with Canadian David McDonald, a United Church of Canada minister and 
former member of parliament who is coordinating the CCIA delegation to SSD-2, 
that the campaign for disarmament has made diplomats here aware of a new 
public mood. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
EPS 


AUSTRALIA CHURCH: ABORIGNINE 
PROGRESS OR NO BICENTENNIAL 


Ecumenical Press 
Service: 82.07.03 


ADELAIDE, South Australia (EPS) - The national assembly of the Uniting Church 
in Australia says the church should participate in the 1988 comme oration of 
the 200th anniversary of white settlement of the continent only if sufficient 
progress is made to meet claims of the country's Aborigines. 


It urged UCA members to stand with Aborigines in their claims for land rights, 
freedom to rebuild their society, and financial compensations. Last year, an 
international ecumenical church team toured the country and strongly criticized 
its treatment of Aborigines [1981 EPS no. 1D ee) aoe yi, 


The assembly also asked UCA agencies to review their financial investments to 
see if they reflect UCA positions on issues such as pollution, exploitation of 
the underprivileged, and disarmament. It also affirmed a statement on peace 
from its commissions for world mission and social responsibility. 


In terms of ecumenical relations, the UCA voted to begin negotiations with 

the Anglican Church in Australia on mutual recognition of ministries and 
ministers. At one point, Anglicans were to be part of the union of Methodists 

and Reformed (Presbyterian and Congregational) which formed the UCA in 1977. 

The assembly also endorsed Australian Council of Churches' proposals for a church 
unity covenant among Australian denominations. 


The assembly defeated a proposal to stop training deaconesses, and opened the 
way to ordain men as well as women to the diaconate. 


EPS 
EUROPEAN CHURCH WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON PEACE, JUSTICE Service: 82.07.04 
GWATT, Switzerland (EPS) - "Converting patriarchy so that peace may be 


possible is a very threatening but strategically necessary step," said 
Mary Hunt, a Catholic theologian with a doctorate from California, when she 
addressed a women's conference in Gwatt, Switzerland,late in May, 1982. 
She believes that he contemporary Peace Movement tends to be led by white 
males and passes over the specific contributions of feminists, also on the 
ecclesial sector. 


This and other problems such as increased insecurity in Europe, disarmament , 
education for peace, and peace theology as seen from the point of view of 
women were on the agenda during the week-long meeting. 125 women from 25 Euro- 
pean countries explored their cultural and religious differences and under- 
lined the need for the sharing of information between them. They also hoped 

to establish closer links with Christian women from other continents. 


The Assembly marked the official setting-up of the Ecumenical Forum of Euro- 
pean Christian Women (EFECW). President of the new organization is Nicole 
Fischer from Switzerland. 


During the foundation meeting a letter was sent to the Churches in Europe to 
share the assembly's joy, but also to express participants hopes and 
frustrations, and their willingness to explore new areas of responsibility in 
the community. 


& 
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WORLD CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OUT Service: 82.07.05 


The following ts edited and abridged from an article by John Martin, communt- 
catton secretary for the London-based Anglican Consultative Counetl. 


LONDON (EPS) - Is Christianity really growing? What percentage of the world's 
population are athiestic? How many Jews are there? Muslims? 


Until David Barrett set about the process of compiling his just published World 
Christian Encylopedia (Oxford University Press), these and many other impor- 
tant questions about the religions of the world could not be answered. 


Barrett's conviction was that in an age of telecommunications, jet travel, and 
computer analysis these questions should no longer remain a matter of faith. 
So, 14 years ago, he laid his plans and from a base in Nairobi, Kenya, has 
pulled off a gigantic nation by nation survey, complete with illustrations, 
maps and statistical tables, of all the world's religions. 


The result is a 1,010 page volume. While the major focus is Christianity there 
is also data on all the world's faiths. Achieving the task required patience 
and stamina. Barrett visited 212 countries and territories. He worked with a 
team of 21 editors and consultants. He talked to over 500 local experts in va- 
rious countries. 


Barrett, a UK Anglican missionary (who incidentally compiled the official 
Anglican statistics for the 1978 Lambeth Conference) opens the volume with a 


global analysis of Christianity. It chronicles 1,300 key events in the spread 
of Christianity. There is a 66-page explanation of his methodology, a dictim- 
ary of terms, a very comprehensive Who's Who and an amazing list of names 
and adiresses of Christian angencies under 76 categories. 


Throughout there are 31 tables of global statistics and some fascinating 
projections about the future, based on computer analysis of religions in 
countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 


The most dramatic changes result from the steep rise in athiestic and non-re- 
ligious beliefs (20.8% of the world population as compared with 22 in 1900). 
Another is that of last year, Christianity has a non-white majority for the 
first time in 1,200 years. The influence of Northern Europe in the overall 
Christian world is sliding. While Westerners cease to be practising Christians 
at a rate of 7,600 per day, Africa gains 4,000 Christians per day through 
conversations and 12,000 through the birth rate. 


There are also substantial shifts in denominational terms. The fastest 

growing group is the non-white indigenous churches. Barrett says that by the 
year 2000 they will number 154 million. Pentecostalists who are now 51 million 
strong are becoming a very visible and influential force. And taken altogether, 
Evangelicals command a majority within Protestantism. 


During this century, Barrett says, Christianity has become the first truly 
universal religion in world history, with indigenous outposts in every nation 
and among many remote tribes. Though the Christian proportion is declining 
somewhat in the West, "the outreach impact and influence of Christianity has 
risen spectacularly". The church has got much closer than many realise to the 
goal of "the evangelisation of the world in this generation" ~- a slogan which 
was popular at turn of the century mission conferences. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.07.06-10 


82.07.06:GDR-peace 

Leaders of the eight federated regional Lutheran and United churches in the 

GDR have decided to sponsor 10 days of discussion, meetings, and church 
services related to worldwide peace and disarmament. Theme of the November 
event is "fear, confidence, peace." To be continued is a "swords—into-plough- 
shares" church peace symbol, though GDR authorities have banned the wearing 

of it as patch [EPS 82.04.45 ] on grounds that it is "misused by youth to 
express a way of thinking hostile to the state and to participate in an illegal 
political movement." 


82.07.07: US-Presbytertan 


This month's general assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
[beginning 22 June] included on its agenda about 75 proposals from presbyteries 
(regional units) and other sources. Among the issues to be dealt with were a 
proposed US-USSR friendship treaty, social justice in Guatemala, "creation 
science," extension of the UPC peacemaking program, and the role of the UPC 
stated clerk (chief executive officer)in filing a friend-of-the-court brief 

in a controversial court case involving tax exemption for a religious school 
which discriminates against blacks. 


82.07.08: US-daycare 


The National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA reports that a major NCC 
study of 93,000 US congregations indicate that America's churches are deeply 
involved in child day care. Two key trends from the preliminary data are a 
shift from providing services to poorer parents to "serving middle-class 
parents who pay the fees" and an increase in working mothers, divorce, and 

the women's movement helping make day care a "boom industry". Study director 
Eileen Lindner predicted about three US children in five will be involved in 
day care by mid-decade. 


82.07.09: South Afrtca-edttor ' é 
The case of the Ivor Shapiro, editor of the South African Anglican newspaper 


Seeks has been adjourned until 26 July. He is charged with offences under the 
country's internal security and unlawful organisations acts in connection with 
a Seek article quoting another priest in support of the outlawed African 
National Congress. 


82.07.10: Pope-Geneva 


Following visits to Britain and Argentina, Pope John Paul II spent 10 hours 

in Geneva last month [15 June] visiting international governmental and humani- 
tarian organisations such as the International Labour Office, International 
Red Cross, and the European Nuclear Research Organisation. A mass he cele- 
brated near the airport was attended by a congregation of estimated at 

20,000. A pastoral visit to the church in Switzerland and international 

church organizations such as the World Council of Churches is considered 
possible next year or the year after. Both aspects of such a papal visit were 
to have been part of a projected trip to Switzerland last year, but it was 
cancelled following the attempt on the pope's life. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.07.11-17 


82.07.11: Lutheran Jesutts 

Risto Lehtonen, church cooperation director of the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation, suggests a Lutheran version of the Jesuits may be needed now — 

"an international missionary order supported by a wide range of Lutheran 
churches and missionary agencies" to provide a "pool of persons in the world- 
wide church who commit themselves on a permanent basis to this mobil life... 
ready to be sent and reassigned to strategic frontiers of the church." Lehtonen 
spoke on a recent LWF consultation on mission and evangelism [EPS 82.06.25). 


82.07.12: Dutch reunion 

A decision is expected next year by the synod of the small Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the Netherlands on possible union with the country's two large 
Reformed denominations. 


82.07.13: Pastors released 
The churchworkers being held on murder charges in connection with the bombing 


of a police station in Venda, a black homeland declared independent by 
South Africa, have all been released. . i ‘tanta 


82.07.14: Sweden-women 
The triennial assembly of the /Lutheran/ Church of Sweden has abolished a 1958 


"conscience clause" which has made it possible for opponents of the ordination 
of female priests (who make up about a tenth of the CS clergy roster) to decline 
to cooperate with them. The unanimous vote came after a seven-hour debate. 
Géteborg Bishop Bertil Gdrtener, a major opponent of women's ordination, 

said he accepts the decision "with great pain...in the belief that church 
leaders are willing through all means to avoid a church split, which now seems 
close at hand, and that they will create practical ways for us to remain as 
servants of the church." The assembly also voted major structural changes, 
which mean, says CS Primate and Uppsala Archbishop Olof Sundby, "a good chance 
to work toward a church with more independence from the state than we presently 
have." 


82.07.15: Finland-primate 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland has a new primate. Chosen to succeed 


Turkuu Archbishop Mikko Juva was John Vikstr6m currently bishop of the 
Swedish-language Porvoo diocese. Juva took early retirement effective 

1 September. In something of farewell speech, Juva called for the establish- 
ment of a central church council to overcome a situation where "central admi- 
nistration is nonexistent or confused" instead of "organized purposefully and 
sensibly." 


82.07.16: Australta-dtalogue 

Theological representatives of Australia’s Uniting and Lutheran denominations 
have sent results of dialogue on issues of law and gospel to church doctrinal 
units for review. 


82.07.17: South Africa-attack 

The South African defence force has announced that a least one soldier is to be 
court martialed and others may face prosecution for an assualt on a Namibian 
congregation at worship in May. The action followed a complaint by Evangelical 
Lutheran Ovambokavango Church Bishop Kle as Dumeni. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.07.18-23 
82.07.18: Film prize 

A six-person ecumenical jury has awarded anItalian film, "Night of San Lorenzo" 
its prize at the 35th Cannes (France) international film festival. Produced 

and directed by brothers Paolo and Vittorio Taviani, the film is about a rural 
Italian village during World War II. Two other films received. special mention, 
"Yole", about trials of paroled prisoners in Turkey, and "Shadow of the Land", 
a Tunesian-French work about Third-World development. 


> 


82.07.19: Mtsston cooperatton 

Two English missionary formation institutions - Selly Oak Colleges mission 
department (ecumenical) and Missionary Institute London (Roman Catholic) have 
announced that though they have participated in a "history of hostility and 


division" they have decjded henceforth to "use every opportunity to collab- 
orate in common ventures". 


82.07.20: Afrtea-rtghts 

All Africa Conference of Churches General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa and 

Inter- African Union of Lawyers Secretary-General . Amos Wako have jointly 
urged African countries to adhere. to the African Charter on Human and People's 
Rights. It was unanim ously adopted by the July 1981 meeting of heads of govern- 
ments and states of the Organisation of African Unity. 


82.07.21: Europe-Pentecost 

Thousands of people gathered in Strasbourg (France) at the end of May for a four- 
day ecumenical European charismatic Pentecost 82 gathering. The organizing 
committee included Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed and Conserva- 
tive Evangelical representatives. 


82.07.22: Angltcan-seals 

The national executive council of the Anglican Church of Canada has voted: 
"support and concern" for Canadian seal hunters, "forgotten victims" of a 
worldwide antiseal-hunting campaign which has meant a "dramatic slump" in the 
market for seal skins. A report to the council quotes Thomas Hughes, executive 
vice-president of London-based International Society for the Protection of 
Animals that anti-hunt campaigners have fostered a "reckless indiscriminate, 
deliberate campaign of racial discrimination. and hatred... against the people 
of... Canada" with a "primary aim.... to raise funds." 


82.07.23: NAmertca-membershtp 


The new 1982 Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches reports that US church 
membership increased one percent between 1979 and 1980, representing a decline 
relative to total US population from 60.5 to 58.7 percent. Yearbook editor 
Constance Jacquet says there are “early indications that declines in mainline 
churches may be leveling off". Canadian church membership increased 0.4 per- 
cent in the same period. The 1980 US church population was given as 134,816,943, 
the Canadian as 15,342,547. Statistics are supplied by the denominations and are 
are not always comparable, for instance in the basis for calculating member- 
ship. The largest groupings of Chrisitans in the US are Roman Catholic, Bap- 


tist, Methodist, and Lutheran. In Canada they are Roman Catholic, United, 
and Anglican. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.24-28 


82.07.24: Ntcaragua-reltef 

The World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission has issued an 
initial emergency appeal for US$ 100,000 to respond to needs for shelter, food, 
medicines, blankets, clothing, and bedding in the wake of tropical storm 
Alette which hit Nicaragua 22 May. Upwards of 50,000 people were left homeless. 


82.07.25: Finland-prestdent 

Finnish President Mauno Koivisto says in a [27 May] interview with Finland's 
main church newspaper, Kotimaa, that he thinks "one should strive to let the 
church decide on its own affairs more than at present." Elected last January, 
as president he has various administrative powers in connection, among other 
things, with the appointment of the country's Lutheran and Eastern Orthodox 
bishops. He suggested a church "further from the state... would probably take 
more standS on social questions than it now does. At present", he observed, 
"the church follows a cautious, low-profile line in its relations with the 
state... The church sees itself as a loyal servant." 


82.07.26: Finland-peace 

The Ecumenical Council of Finland has issued a statement on the church and 
peace work, urging it to participate "on the basis of its own premises and 
in accordance with its own task and character," free to "condemn the ethical 
failings and transgressions of society and the state authorities." The 
statement was prepared by the Lutheran, Eastern Orthodox, and Roman Catholic 
bishops of Helsinki. 


82.07.27: Finland-ordinatton 

The bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland have recommended 
that only pastors (presbyters) and bishops be ordained. Other church employees 
would be given a formal, but non-ordinational, blessing as they take up their 
posts. That includes cantors, organists, youth workers, and lectors (female 
theologians; the ELCF does not ordain women as pastors or bishops). 


82.07.28: Poland-atd 

The World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission reports operating 
agencies related to it "have continued sending material aid to Poland at a 
steady level". In the February-April period, the monthly value of goods 
shipped was put at between US$ 1.3 and 1.7 million. Church aid agencies in 
the FRG, Norway, Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, the US, and Iceland are in- 
volved. ; 


ECUTEXT: Middle East Messages EPS: 82.0}%ee 


[Eastern Orthodox ] Patrtareh Ignatius IV of Anttoch and All the East, Prestdent 
H. Aharontan of the Unton of Armentan Evangelical Churches in Lebanon and ria = 
two of the three presidents of the Middle East Counetl of Churches - and MECC 
General Secretary Gabriel Habtb sent the following message to World Council oF 
Churches General Secretary Philtp Potter, 10 June. A similar message was ‘re- 
eetved from the third MECC prestdent, Coptte [Ortental Orthodox ] Church ‘Bishop 
Athanastos: 


Israel is invading Lebanon and causing further desctruction and suffering to its 
Population and to the Palestinian community. This is in addition to the suffering 
already endured over many years by the people of this beloved country. The Middle 
East Council of Churches hopes therefore that you will speak out and demand from 
the powers concerned that all aggression be stopped and that full Lebanese sover- 
eignty be restored. We also need your assurance that you will continue to work 
towards the establishment of a just peace in Lebanon and the Middle East as a whole. 


A reply from Potter was sent 17 June: 


I have received the moving messages sent by you as Presidents and General Secretary 
of MECC and hasten to reassure you of the continuing commitment of the WCC to 
working towards the establishment of a just peace in Lebanon and the Middle East 

as a whole. Together with many of our member churches the WCC has already urgently 
appealed for unconditional and immediate withdrawal of all Israel’s armed forces 
from Lebanon. I reiterate this appeal, recalling that the WCC has consistently 
deplored the escalation of violence whether through random acts of brutality and 
terror or through dangerous concepts of "limited war”. 


The present UN estimate of well over one million people in Lebanon being directly 
affected by the recent Israeli invasion confirms the alarming scale of the present 
crisis. The information about both Lebanese and Palestinian people suffering such 
considerable and grievous civilian casualties, with whole communities held hostage 
and deprived of relief, has led the WCC to explore every possible means to bring 
relief supplies into Lebanon. We are appealing to our member churches for urgent 
gifts in cash and, where appropriate, in material aid. We express our greatest 
admiration and give thanks to God for the heroic and effective way in which the 
churches of Lebanon and the MECC together with other aid agencies are providing 
relief facilities despite the tremendous physical difficulties and dangers you are 
are facing. 


Our immediate concern is with the urgency of ensuring an effective and durable 
cease fire to spare not only civilians but also armed forces from further futile 
Slaughter. Ona longer term, but no less urgently, we assure you of the WCC’s 
support for the need to respect and re-establish Lebanese integrity and sover- 
eignty. The WCC also continues to recognize the need for mutually recognized and 
secure frontiers for the State of Israel. Furthermore, since the issue of Pales- 
tine is inseparably linked with the security of both Lebanon and Israel, the WCC 
reaffirms the need for realizing the long delayedrights of the Palestinian people 
to self-determination and statehood. 


We are appealing to all our member churches to bear up in prayer all the Christian 
communities of the Middle East together with all their Muslim and Jewish neigh- 
bours. May you all be led into the ways of justice and peace. 


See related ttem 82.07.01 in thts EPS. 
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UK METHODISTS BACK COVENANT Ecumenical Press 
BUT DISAGREE ON INTRODUCTION Service: 82.07.30 


LONDON (EPS) - As expected, the Methodist Conference in Britain has given 
final approval to the proposal that the Methodist Church should enter into 
a covenant, as a first stage on the road to organic unity, with the Church 
of England and the Moravian and United Reformed Churches. 


The covenant will involve the four churches recognizing each other's 
ministry and sacraments, while the two churches without bishops - the 
Methodist and United Reformed Churches - will accept episcopacy into their 
system by the ordination of some of their ministers as bishops. 


The covenant proposals, which last year were given provisional approval by 
a 98 per cent majority, were approved by the conference this year by 425 
votes to 107 with five abstentions - a majority of nearly 80 per cent and 
comfortably over the 75 per cent required. They had already been approved 
by 29 out of the church's 32 districts. 


While the conference voted overwhelmingly to accept bishops as part of the 
covenant, it could not agree on how they should be introduced into British 
Methodism. Before it was a proposal that to begin with the conference 
president and the 32 district chairmen should be ordained as bishops. The 
conference was not prepared to accept this without referring the whole 
question back to the church as a whole. As a result the church's districts 
and circuits are being asked to put forward proposals to be considered at 
next year's conference. 


Behind this move is the feeling among many Methodists that perhaps the right 
person to be a bishop is not someone as exalted as the district chairman 
but the circuit superintendent, of whom there are something like 800 in 
Britain. This would have the effect of making bishops much more numerous 
than in any other church and would give a much more ‘local' feel to the 
whole concept of episcopacy. 


The covenant proposals were given final approval in May by the general 
assembly of the United Reformed Church, but their major test comes on 
Wednesday, 7 July, when they are voted on by the general synod of the 
Church of England. To be adopted they will need a two-thirds majority in 
each of the synod's three houses of bishops, clergy and laity. The wide- 
spread fear is that they will gain only something like a 60 per cent 
majority among the clergy and will therefore fail to be adopted. 


Meanwhile, at the Methodist conference the question of Christian attitudes 
towards sexual matters, and particularly homosexuality, has once again 
proved too contentious to allow it to reach a consensus. Before the con- 
ference was the third report on the subject in four years. This admitted 
that such a consensus did not exist. But, while the conference acknowledged 
"the plurality of deeply held views within the church on the various issues 
of human sexuality" and recorded its belief "that no definite judgement is 
yet possible", it did not adopt but merely took note of the report. 


And when it came to the guidelines for pastoral care attached to the 
report it did not even feel able to take note of these, as it was being 
asked to do. After an amendment to refer them back had been lost by one 
vote, discussion was shelved by a procedural device. 


Robert Nowell 
EPS 


CHURCH SUPPORT SOUGHT Ecumenical Press 
FOR ISRAELI RESTRAINT Service: 82.07.31 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has appealed to its member 
churches and national councils of churches in Western Europe and North 
America to renew their efforts to seek restraint by Israeli forces in Beirut. 


In a telex message to them on 30 June, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
said: "We appeal to you to approach urgently your government at the highest 
level to restrain Israel from unleashing its forces in an attack on West 
Beirut, and thus prevent the foreseeable tragic consequences of major assault 
and urge all parties to search for a political solution". 


The telex quoted from a message which had just been received from a WCC team 
visiting Lebanon. It said: "Reports that Prime Minister Begin has withdrawn 
the Israeli assurance that their forces will not enter West Beirut once again 
raises the spectre of mass destruction and loss of innocent life. 


"There are hundreds of thousands of Lebanese civilians and an estimated 
200,000 Palestinian refugees, many of them living 10 to a room and in base- 
ments in West Beirut. For most of these people fleeing the city as advised 
by Israeli leaflets is impossible. They have no place to go," said the 
visiting team's report. 


Representatives of church agencies helping to fund relief work in Lebanon 
are meeting at the WCC offices in Geneva on 5 July to discuss the progress 
of the $ 1.4 million emergency relief appeal and future needs. They will 
hear a report from the visiting team. 


Pledges and contributions to the emergency appeal from church agencies around 
the world have reached $ 1.2 million. Funds already channelled to Lebanon 
have been used by the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) for the purchase 
of relief supplies such as food, medicine and blankets for people in Beirut 
and the south of Lebanon. MECC is also coordinating the relief work of a 
number of smaller local agencies which are linked to secular, Christian and 
Muslim traditions. 


In continuing church reaction to the Israeli presence in Lebanon, church 
bodies in Canada, France, Australia and New Zealand have spoken out against 
the Israeli invasion. 


Leaders of nine Canadian churches issued a joint statement on 28 June. They 
condemned the invasion and stressed the need for a "negotiated settlement 
which should include the re-establishment of genuine independence for Lebanon 
and the achievement of an autonomous political entity... for the Palestinians". 
The statement added that, while Israel's desire to ensure its security was 
understandable, "no country ought to promote its security at the cost of 
another sovereign state". 


The president of the Australian Council of Churches, Antiochian Orthodox 
Church leader Bishop Gabriel Gibran, who is from Lebanon, said: "My people in 
Lebanon are the innocent victims of a war which is not of their making. 

Lebanon has become a battlefield for conflicts between other countries. The 
Lebanon must not be left to pay the price alone for their commitment to justice 
for the Palestinian people. There can be no peace in the Middle East until 
Israel recognizes the rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination". 


EPS 


POTTER: NUCLEAR DETERRENCE Ecumenical Press 
IS 'MORALLY INDEFENSIBLE' Service:82.07.32 


NEW YORK (EPS) - The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Philip Potter, has denounced nuclear deterrence as a "morally indefensible" 
military strategy. "Even a limited nuclear war, if such were possible, 
would be an unmitigated evil, and we regard as unacceptable military 
strategies which presuppose even the most limited possibility of nuclear 
war fighting", he told the United Nations Second Special Session on 
Disarmament. 


Speaking the day after British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, who 
declared that "nuclear weapons must be seen as deterrents" and had "kept 

the peace" for 37 years, Potter noted that the session had heard an argument 
for deterrence as a basis for international security. 


But, he countered, "deterrence is based on the intention and readiness to 
use nuclear weapons. It thus negates the very security it seeks to achieve. 
Deterrence offers no reliable basis for peace. It does not provide inter- 
national security. It can in no way be a step towards disarmament. On the 
contrary, it has fuelled and continues to fuel the arms race at various 
levels." He concluded: "The concept of deterrence is thus politically 
unacceptable and morally indefensible." 


Potter called attention to the public hearing on nuclear weapons and 
disarmament held by the WCC in Amsterdam last November. Its report was 
attached to copies of his address for distribution to delegates. 


"The main conviction which this hearing expresses is that international 
security is indivisible", Potter said. ''There can be no security for any 
unless there is security for all. Any nation which seeks security by 
destroying or threatening to destroy another nation or people is deluding 
itself". 


He also reported the conclusion of hearing participants that "the churches 
must unequivocally declare that the production and deployment as well as 
the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity”. 


But though nuclear arms present distinctive moral issues, Potter said, for 
millions of people in poor countries the devastation of conventional warfare 
makes "the ending of the conventional arms race" as important if not more 
important than ending the nuclear arms race. 


Potter spoke on a day (June 24) set aside for 56 non-governmental organizations 
that had asked to speak. But only a small number of governmental delegations 
sent anyone to hear the non-governmental speakers, and the visitors gallery 
was less than half filled. 


Other speakers included Christian Peace Conference president, Bishop Karoly 
Toth of Hungary, who called for an "alternative security system" not built 
on violence cr military power, Patriarch Pimen of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, Brazilian Roman Catholic Archbishop Helder Camara, who represented 
Pax Christi, and West German Evangelical Bishop Kurt Scharf, speaking for 
the peace group Action Reconciliation. 


A message from Pope John Paul II, read by Vatican Secretary of State 
Agostino Casaroli had been presented earlier during the period allotted 
for governmental statements. 


Tracy Early 
EPS 
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SHOPTALK : 


1) For those whose deadlinesrequire it, tt ts posstble to recetve 
EPS headlines (with or without the titles for ecupoints) and/or 
"sum of the news" by telex. Editors may then request parttcular 
items be telexed directly, tf they pay the costs. Please let 
us know tf you wish to be part of this service. 


2) In ttem 82.05.69, change fourth to fifth. New Zealand 
denominations tn decreastng order of stze are Anglican, 
Presbyterian, Roman Catholte, Methodist and Baptist. 


xrAX 


SUM OF THE NEWS: 


33: The whtte Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa is erttictzed 
on several fronts recently for tts posttton on aparthetd. 


34: The ending thts month of the UN's second spectal sesston on 
disarmament prompts review and reflection by church representatives 
who attended. 


35: With the Lebanon erists continuing, the WCC tssues an appeal for 
US# 3 millton tn aid, and hears a report erttteal of Israel from 
a two-person team it sent to Betrut and Sidon. 


36: Leaders of church lay tratning centres and movements for soctal 
concern around the world spend a week in Nigerta constdering 
how to do theology in the struggles of the people. 


37: With church support, Abortgines in Australta take thetr case for 
justice to the World Counetl of Churches tn Geneva and governments 
tn Afrtca. 


39: The text summing up five years of theological dtalogue between 
Roman Catholic and Disetples Peunase ie aiuce shows "more tn 


common that we expected”. 


40: Irish Methodists and Presbytertans defeat proposals to end 
theologteal conversation with the tsland's Roman Catholtes. 


41: The WCC central committee meets tn Geneva 19-28 July. 


WHITE CHURCH APARTHEID Ecumenical Press 
STAND PROMPTS CRITICISM Service: 82.07.33 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - A group of 123 of the approximately 1,500 ordained ministers 
of the white Dutch Reformed Church (GK) in South Africa have signed an open 
letter calling the country's apartheid (race separation) system biblically 
indefensible. 


Also last month, the South African Council of Churches' general assembly, here, 
voted to end dialogue with the NGK and two smaller white Reformed denominations 
until they reject apartheid as "contrary to the Scriptures, as sin and as heresy". 


Most of the leaders of the country's white minority government are NGK members. 
The denomination's general synod says "the New Testament does not regard the 
diversity of peoples as something sinful", and it has declined to condemn 
apartheid in principle. Already in the 19th century the NGK set up daughter 
Refermed churches for the country's blacks, Indians, and coloureds (people of 
mixed race). 


Among the signers of the open letter are a member of the NGK executive committee 
and the moderator of its synod in neighbouring Zimbabwe. It calls for an end 

to South African laws and practices which, among other things, ban racially 
mixed marriages, determine permissible residence on the basis of race, and 
result in forced relocation, lower wages, inadequate housing and poor education 
for non-whites. 


NGK leaders were critical of the group of 123 for going public with their 
letter. A spokesperson urged church members to wait until the NCK general 
Synod next October before reacting. Signers, many young and university 
educated, say their protest "must be understood as coming from within the NGK 
and from within the Afrikaner community, and out of loyalty to it". 


Speaking for the Southern Africa Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops, 

Durban Archbishop Denis Hurley thanked God for the 123 "who have so clearly 

and courageously proclaimed their Christian witness". Non-white South African 
Reformed leaders also praised the letter, but some doubted it would have much 
effect. "I think they will find themselves as the crossroads", said Dutch 
Reformed Mission Church theologian Alan Boesak. "I would invite them to join 
our black churches as other white NGK theologians have done". His denomination 
is one of the NGK daughter churches. 


The SACC resolution calls apartheid "a total contradiction of the gospel and 
a heresy’. Therefore, it concludes, "we can hold no useful dialogue with 
those who continue to uphold this evil system and seek to justify it on moral 
and theological grounds". Some white Anglican and Methodist representatives 
at the assembly objected to the break on grounds that Christians should not 
set pre-conditions for speaking with other Christians. 


In recent years, the NGK, not an SACC member, has declined FYED to send 
observers to its meetings. "We have begged hasht to talk to us", says Anglican 
Bishop Desmond Tutu, SACC general secretary. "Our people are suffering. We 
still say we love them [the NGK]. We really want them. All they have to do 
is say apartheid is sin." 


In another rebuff to the NGK, the synod of the [US] Christian Reformed Church 
has refused to enter into fellowship with it. A two-person CRC delegation 
visited the NGK last year. One of its members called the NGK's willingness 
to change its apartheid position "glacially slow and totally inadequate". 
Also, the synod decided to study a proposal to sever a century-old relation- 
ship with another white South African denomination, the Reformed Church (GK). 


EPS 


CHURCH REPS REVIEW UN Ecumenical Press 
SESSION ON DISARMAMENT Service:82.07.34 


UNITED NATIONS, New York (EPS) - After the mass disarmament rally drawing 
a half million people or more on 12 June, and other public events focused 
on the opening on the UN general assembly's Second Special Session on 
Disarmament (SSD-2), the session itself may have seemed anti-climatic. 


"Most NGOs [non-governmental organizations] did not place high hopes in the 
assembly as such", said Bo Wirmark,"but viewed it as a central focus for a 
broader range of activities". Wirmark was a member of the delegation of the 
international affairs commission (CCIA) of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, and also represented another NGO, the Swedish People's Parliament 
on Disarmament. 


Wimark said many NGO representatives thought Soviet foreign minister Andrei 
Gromyko "stole the show" with his pledge of "no first strike" and offer to 
allow nuclear plant inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
They felt US President Ronald Reagan failed to offer anything as impressive, 
despite scheduling that allowed him two days to consider a response, 
‘Wirmark said. 


Some observers viewed the entire session sceptically, assuming the UN can do 
nothing significant because all important decisions are made in major national 
capitals, particularly Washington and Moscow. 


That assessment was disputed by Victor Hsu, secretary of the CCIA UN liaison 
office, in an interview after the major presentations but before the assembly 
offered its final statements. 


"Tt is already an achievement that the delegates from the various governments 
were in some sense forced to come together to discuss disarmament issues", 

he said. "It has provided a focus for the international community - govern- 
mental and non-governmental - to undertake an intensive debate on the issues". 


Two days were given to 10-minute statements by 7/7 NGOs and peace institutes, 
up from 31 at SSD-1 in 1978. "The NGO speeches had a richness and imagination 
of a level absent from the government debates", Hsu said. "That was quite an 
accomplishment", he said, though adding, "whether governments were taking note 
is impossible to know". 


NGO speakers included WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Pimen, Roman Catholic Archbishop Helder Camara of Brazil (Pax Christi), 
Reformed Bishop Karoly Toth of Hungary (Christian Peace Conference), Unitarian 
Universalist Minister Homer Jack (World Conference on Religion and Peace), 

World Jewish Congress President Edgar Bronfman, and World Muslim Congress 
representative Vicar Hamdani. 


About twice as many NGOs asked for a chance to speak as were chosen. The 
selection ratified by the SSD-2 preparatory committee was made by officers 

from the NGO disarmament committees in Geneva and New York. Some NGOs expressed 
resentment at the way the process worked, and a UN representative of the Baptist 
World Alliance, Eleanore Schnurr, protested the omission of her agency. Hsu 
said the NGOs needed a formal consultative relationship to UN disarmament bodies 
giving them a right to speak and submit statements in writing. 


Only a small percentage of the seats for government delegates were filled as 
the NGO representatives spoke. The visitors' gallery was also mostly empty, 
and NGO presentations got no coverage in New York daily newspapers. For any 
such occasion in the future, Hsu advised, churches should recognize the 
importance of working in their national capitals prior to the UN session. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent} See also EPS 82.07.32; 82.07.02. 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL ASKS AID; Ecumenical Press 
TEAM REPORTS ON LEBANON Service: 82.07.35 


See also EPS 82.07.31, 82.07.29, 82.07.01. 


GENEVA (EPS) - The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council 
of Churches has appealed for US$ 3 million for relief and rehabilitation work 
in Lebanon in the next year. The appeal came after a two-person WCC team 
which visited Beirut and Sidon, returned here and reported on the situation 
and their conversation with Lanier § of the Middle East Council of Churches. 


The WCC team - Richard Butler, Middle East director for Church World Service 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and John Clark, 
Middle East secretary for the [UK] Church Missionary Society ~- reported 

[5 July] that Israeli authorities are "needlessly obstructing" the work of 
humanitarian agencies by creating delays in shipping, documentation, unloading, 
and distribution of relief supplies. 


"We do not believe", they added, "Israel is meeting the spirit of the Geneva 
Convention to take all appropriate measures to alleviate the suffering of the 
civilian population and protect their rights". They said "the number of 

people who have disappeared or been detained without official record is 

Promouna hy disturbing". They also said half a million Lebanese and Palestinians 
are "trapped" in Beirut with "nowhere to go" and "facing critical shortages of 
food, medical supplies, and shelter". 


The new appeal supplements a December 1981 call for US$1.4 million. Money 
pledged or given for that is to be used for projects previously planned in 
areas unaffected directly by the invasion, though some may also be redirected 
towards the new appeal. 


Other church reaction to the Israeli invasion has been generally negative. 
British Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Morgan said [17 June], 
"We are appalled". The British Methodist Conference urged [28 June] that 
Israel "withdraw [its] threat to assault West Beirut". Affirming the right 
of "every people in the Middle East... to live in a homeland", the council of 
the Protestant Federation of France called [20 June] for a "lasting cessation 
of hostilities and an immediate end to the blockade of Beirut". 


The World YWCA executive committee [1 July] "deeply deplored" the invasion 
and urged member YWCAs to continue to work for Palestinians’ "right to self- 


determination". An emergency meeting of the MECC [18 June] supported "all 
the efforts and measures undertaken by the president and the Lebanese govern- 
ment to save Lebanon and its capital". About the same time, the executive 


group of the WCC international affairs commission condemned the invasion and 
reiterated support for "national self-determination and statehood" for 
Palestinians, and existence "within secure and guaranteed borders" for Israel. 


In New York, President James Armstrong of the National Council of Churches 
invited US Jewish and Palestinian leaders to meet with him and heads of NCC 
member denominations to discuss "recent events in Lebanon, Middle East peace 
prospects and our appropriate role". 


In Rome, Pope John Paul continued issuing appeals for peace in Lebanon and in 
defence of the rights of Palestinians. He offered to go to Lebanon “without 
delay", if it would serve the cause of peace. 


EPS 


"DOING THEOLOGY-PEOPLE'S Ecumenical Press 
‘STRUGGLES ' .MEETING . THEME Service: 82.07.36 


IBADAN, Oyo State, Nigeria (EPS) - How can the church be about ‘'doing theology 
in the struggles of the people?" That question was on the agenda of a World 
Council of Churches consultation here [29 June - 6 July], which brought 
together about three dozen representatives of lay training centres and 
academies and movements for social concern. 


Most of the participants spent the previous week to 10 days visiting church 
people in several West African countries as part of preparation for the sixth 
WCC assembly next July in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Participants 
spent a day evaluating and comparing notes on those visits. 


During the consultation, three plenary presentations dealt with the "struggle 
of the African people" - for freedom, social justice, and theological 
relevance. Nigerian neurosurgeon Seinde Arigbede, who some years ago moved 
to a rural area with his family to do medical and community development work, 
spoke critically of a variety of forces he labeled oppressive, among them 
the legacy and continuing influence of Western colonialism and capitalism, 
"traitorous African elites" who have dominated many African countries since 
independence, and forms of Christianity, Islam, and other religions which 
make people comfortable with the earthly status quo in the hope of a heaven 
to come or in submission or by calling it God's will. 


Nigerian theologian N.Uka, Trinity College, Umuahia, criticized both of the 
world's major economic systems. . He said capitalism "cannot be considered... 
responsible and Christian". Socialism includes "some of the seeds of social 
injustice”, so that "a Christian cannot accept it hook, line, and sinker, 
without some reservations". 

He said a form of "sociocapitalism" could maximize such values as social 
justice, shared responsibility, individual initiative, and personal freedom. 
He also urged Christians not to undermine "authentic and humanizing revo- 
lutionary efforts", even though they might be giving up the possibility of 
sometimes criticize some revolutionary methods. 


Another Nigerian theologian, Christopher Oshun of the university here, said 
those seeking to do theology for "the struggling peoples of Africa" must 
"leave their ivory towers and seek to come to terms with the power behind the 
message and ministry of Africa's new prophets or apostles and their [indepen- 
dent, indigenous] churches". He suggested that two types of theology - one 
which "emerges in consequence of experience whether personal or corporate" 
and the other which "results from an existing body of truths in particular 
confession groups which has become the norm of faith'' - should be seen as 
complementary. The first is more applicable to the Third World, the second 
to the First, he noted. 


During a trip to a rural village near Ibadan, E.0. Olaoye, a staff member of 
the Ibadan-based Centre for Applied Religion and Education, cited the neglect 
of the country's rural people by the urban-based church. "Of course", he said, 
"when we want to build cathedrals we remember them. When we want to pay our 
staff we remember them''’. He also noted that the villagers traditionally serve 
water - not Coca-Cola - to visitors. "But", he asked, "could you drink it''? 
He faulted African science and technology which is not intent on solving major 
rural problems, such as adequate and safe water supply. 


EPS 


AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES Ecumenical Press 
SEEK WORLD CHURCH AID Service: 82.07.37 


GENEVA (EPS) - Australian Aborigines are seeking support of the worldwide 
Christian community in their attempt to build international pressure on 
Australia for full recognition of Aboriginal rights. 


A delegation from the National Aboriginal Conference visited the World 
Council of Churches [7-8 July], after a visit to government leaders in three 
African nations, and accused the Australian government of violating commit- 
ments made on human and civil rights. 


"We are calling upon the international community to Support us in the 
endeavour to get the Australian government to live up to its commitments", 
said delegation leader Ossie Cruse, president of the Aboriginal Evangelical 
Fellowship and chairperson of the NAC land rights sub-committee. 


Discussions with the WCC centred on ways in which churches could help give 
“international visibility" to Aborigines' concerns. The NAC wants an 
international tribunal set up to investigate Australia's human rights 
record, and is trying to develop stronger links with Third World Nations 
which can give political backing to the land-rights campaign. 


"No land means no destiny, no incentive. We are overwhelmed by a dominant 
culture and we find it harder and harder to stand against the assimilation 
policy programmed for us in Australia", Cruse said. 


NAC research officer Michael Anderson said Aborigines face the threat of 
cultural genocide. "Racism is on the increase in Australia", he said, 
citing examples such as petitions by whites against Aboriginal families 
being settled near them, and a backlash against funding for Aboriginal 
education. "They can wipe us out -- we are only small. So we are looking 
for assistance around the world". 


The NAC team's visit to the three African countries - Nigeria, Tanzania and 
Zimbabwe - was partly funded by a grant from the Aboriginal Advisory Group 
of the Australian Council of Churches. ACC General Secretary Jean Skuse said 
in a statement supporting the visit that injustice suffered by Aborigines is 
both a domestic issue for Australia and a world issue. "For the churches, 
the plight of Australia's Aborigines has been an international issue for 

10 years", she said. 


Former Australian Prime Minister Gough Whitlam, who travelled with the NAC 
delegation as legal consultant, told the WCC that discrimination against 
Aborigines is "the only blatant and continuing violation of human rights" 
in Australia. 


Whitlam, now president of the Australian section of the International 
Commission Commission of Jurists, referred to government and legal decisions 
over the last 15 years and said the Australian government now has power to 
legislate on Aboriginal affairs and override discriminatory practices in 
states. But the national government needs international pressure to move, 
he said. 


The Aborigines’ accusations against the Australian government are that it is 
violating four accepted international conventions and covenants: on the 
elimination of racial discrimination, on protection of culture and national 
heritage, on economic social and cultural rights, and on civil and political 
rights. 


An international ecumenical team visited Australia a year ago and criticized 
the country's Aborigine policies and practices [1981 EPS Noeii. 19, 21]. 


EPS 


ANGLICANS DEFEAT Ecumenical Press 
ENGLISH COVENANT Service:82.07.38 


LONDON (EPS) -— Priests in the general synod of the [Anglican] Church of 
England have blocked a proposal for a covenant between it and three other 
English denominations - Methodist, United Reformed, and Moravian. The action 
is seen as a set-back to greater church unity in the country. 


Previously approved by the Methodist and United Reformed governing bodies 
[EPS 82.07.30, 82.06.01], Anglican procedures required it be given two- 
thirds approval by the bishop , priest, and lay delegates voting separately. 
The bishops approved by 77 percent, the laity by 68 percent, but the priests 
only by 62 percent. 


The covenant would have involved the four churches recognizing each other's 
ministry and sacraments, with the Methodists and United Reformed accepting 
bishops and the four churches conducting ordinations jointly according to 

a common rite. Besides intercommunion and the interchange of ordained ministers 
the proposals also envisaged joint decision making. 


Anglican opposition to the proposals came from the church's Catholic wing. 
It centred on the view that their form would fatally compromise the Church 
of England's claim to Catholicity and Apostolicity. The covenant, however, 
represented probably the furthest English free churches . . would go towards 
meeting Anglo-Catholic requirements: 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie spoke in support of accepting the 
covenant proposals while at the same time expressing some reservations about 
the form in which they were being presented. He remained, he said, very 
sensitive about the question: "Are you in danger of sacrificing our character 
as a church which shares with the great part of christendom a ministry given 
by God as a sign of continuity and unity?" 


Although it did notplay a central part in the synod debate, another point of 
objection to the covenant was the recognition it would have given to female 
ordained United Reformed and Methodist ministers. The Church of England 
does not ordain women, though the synod has said there is no theological 
obstacle to doing so. One speaker reminded the delegates that English 
Anglicanism is already in full communion with other Anglican jurisdiction 
with far more ordained women than there are in other English denominations. 


Methodist and United Reformed leaders reacted to the synod vote with 
expressions of disappointment and frustration. The Anglican decision has 
put back into the melting pot this dream of working towards church unity by 
a road that seemed to bypass the difficulties which ten years ago wrecked 
the plan for Anglican Methodist reunion. 


Within the Church of England there is hope something can be saved from the 
wreckage and perhaps even that an improved and more acceptable version of 
the covenant can be worked out, but it is doubtful whether this is realistic. 
The picture may become clearer after the next meeting [13 July] of the 
Churches Council for Covenanting. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 


EPS 


RC-DISCIPLES Ecumenical Press 
TEXT RELEASED Service: 82.07.39 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana, US (EPS) - A 10-page, 68-point report on five years 
of official, international theological dialogue between representatives of 
the Disciples of Christ and the Roman Catholic Church has been released here. 
It says the two traditions "have more in common than we expected". 


Baptism is described as a key to Christian unity. "The fundamental unity 
which God has given us is rooted in the sacrament and cannot be destroyed", 
the report says. Disciples baptize by immersion those old enough to speak 
for themselves. Roman Catholics use various baptismal modes for persons of 
any age. Nonetheless, the representatives affirm mutual recognition of the 
baptismal rites of the other. 


The report says it is "liberating" that the practice in both traditions is 
every-Sunday celebration of the eucharist. It concludes that in light of 
"certain doctrinal convergences on some key issues which begin to be discernable 
in our work" the effort must continue "for no less than visible unity ~— not “a 
limping compromise achieved by paring away divergences, but nothing less than 
common witness to the one apostolic faith". 


Ministry and eucharist are expected to be the focus of future dialogue. The 
18 theologians from eight countries were appointed by the Vatican Christian 
unity secretariat in consultation with the ecumenical affairs committee of 
the US Roman Catholic bishops' conference, and the Disciples Ecumenical 
Consultative Council and the Christian unity council of the [North American } 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). [Earlier item: 1981 EPS NO 273] 


EPS 
METHODISTS, PRESBYTERIANS Ecumenical Press 
TO CONTINUE IRISH RC TALKS Service:82.07.40 


BELFAST (EPS) - The conference of the Methodist Church in Ireland and the 
assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland have both rejected efforts 
to end dialogue with the island's numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church. 


The Methodist support for continuing was overwhelming. The Presbyterians 

welcomed the next set of talks, scheduled for the first part of 1983, but 

added that their value for the future must be questioned "unless they take 
place more frequently and show more progress". 


A potentially divisive issue has surfaced in the Irish Republic - a proposal 
by its government to turn its law against abortion into a constitutional 
prohibition. The Roman Catholic bishops last month declined to take a 
position on the proposal before seeing the text. On the other hand, the 
Presbyterian assembly and the Methodist social welfare council expressed 
strong opposition to the proposal. The assembly, however, also declared 
Opposition to abortion, though allowing that there might be exceptional cases 
when it might be necessary. 


In other action, the assembly asked for a report on biblical grounds for 
divorce and re-marriage of divorced persons. It recommended serious 
consideration of UK government proposals to introduce a measure of home rule 
in Northern Ireland. 


A resolution on disarmament calls "the escalating arms race ... contrary to 
the mind and will of God in Christ". It urges UK and Irish Republic UN 
representatives to do "everything in their power... to enable the general 
abolition of nuclear weapons and all weapons of mass destruction..." 


EPS 


WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLES IN GENEVA Service: 82.07.41 


GENEVA (EPS) - The final meeting of the 140-member central committee of the 
World Council of Churches before the WCC assembly 24 July-10 August 1983, 

is scheduled at WCC headquarters here 19-28 July. Major item on the 
committee agenda was the assembly, held every seven or eight years. It is 
expected to attract about 4,000 people to Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


Several parts of the committee schedule dealt with details of assembly 
planning and aspects of its theme ("Jesus Christ - the Life of the World"), 
four sub-themes, and eight major issues. Plenary sessions were also planned 
on issues connected with faith and order, world mission and evangelism, and 
justice and service. 


The faith and order session was centred on the international, ecumenical 
theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry approved by 
the faith and order commissioners at their meeting last January in Lima, 
Peru [EFS 49/02]. The central committee was to formally transmit the 
document to the world's churches, asking for their reactions before the end 
of 1984. 


The mission and evangelism session was to include presentation and discussion 
of a proposed ecumenical affirmation on the subject. -The committee initiated 
work on:-the document .in 1976. In May 1980 [1980 EPS No.14, 15], the WCC held 
a world mission and evangelism conference... 


The justice and service plenary was to combine elements of several recent 

WCC programmes and studies related to transnational corporations, militarism 
and disarmament, political ethics, and resource sharing. Together they raised 
issues connected with concern for a just, participatory, and sustainable society. 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter and Canadian Anglican Primate Ted Scott 
(moderator of the central committee) were scheduled to present their reports 

on the 19th. Discussion of those reports and presentation of the WCC financial 
report were scheduled for the following day. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.07.42-43 
82.07.42: UN-WCC . . 


UN Secretary Javier Perez de Cuellar visited World Council of Churches head- 
quarters in Geneva on 6 July. He was received by WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter and attended a working luncheon with senior staff. Discussion 
during the visit centred on developing the well established contacts and 
collaboration between WCC programmes and various UN Agencies. The secretary- 
general cited the WCC contribution to major areas of UN concern, such as 
human rights, disarmament, refugees, development and racism. 


82.07.43: FRG-US 

An FRG bishop (Eduard Lohse, Lutheran, Hannover), says after a six-month study 
leave in the US that FRG churches could learn from the US church situation. 

He said he is impressed by the comparatively high church attendance, active 
participation in congregational life, and warm welcome to visitors in many 

US parishes he was in contact with. 
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UK churches act on S.Africa divestment 
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Healing archbishop relieved of post 
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Pastoral visit to Lebanon set 


ECUPOINTS (through 82.07.65) 


49: Zaire-Presbyterian 50: Church-migrants 

51: Church-aid 52: France-radio 

53: Brazil-sentence 54: Czechoslovakia-visas 
55: Anglican-poll 56: Ireland-letter 

57: Ecumenical education 58: France-prize 

59: Presbyterian-reunion 60: Poland-ecumenical 
61: IFOR-forgery 62: "Ec-You-Menical" 

63: NZ-NCC/RC 64: India-visas 


65: US-Brethren 


ECUTEXTS: (through 82.07.67) 


66: “Doing Theology in the Struggles of the People" 
67: "Ecumenism and the Church in Socialist Countries" 


Also tin this EPS: 


RECENT WCC PUBLICATIONS: other side of this sheet 
SHOPTALK: other stde of thts sheet 

SUM OF THE NEWS: other stde of this sheet 

PHOTO OITKOUMENE: last sheet 


nical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of the 
zouncil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations and the World Alliance of Young 
N's Christian Associations. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the WCC or its partners. 


RECENT WOC EUBLICATIONS: 


Fatth_& Order Paper No.111: "Baptism, Eucharist and Mintstry" 
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as are tntttal reports on the annual meeting of the WCC central 


“committee. 


In EPS 82.07.41, paragraph two, change sentence two to read: 
Last month, the document was sent to the world's churches, 
asking for their reacttons before the end of 1984. 


AAR 


OF THE NEWS : 


Governing bodtes of two Brittsh denomtnattons act on the questton 
of ending financtal ttes wtth corporations whose practices are 
eonstdered supportive of the whtte-minortty government of South Africa. 


The executtve comntttee of the World YWCA condemns the Israelt 
tnvaston of Lebanon, acts to wtthdraw tts funds from a Swiss bank 
linked to South Afrtca, and accepts the restgnatton of tts general 
secretary. 


A Zambtan Roman Catholte archbishop whose healing ministry caused 
controversy ts summoned to Rome. 


The Engltsh Churches' Counetl for Covenanting holds tts last meeting, 
following Angltcan defeat of tts proposals. Just before the sesston, 
a leading Angltcan supporter of them drops dead. 


An tnternattonal ecumenical pastoral vistt ts planned to the church 
and people tn Lebanon. 


UK CHURCHES ACT ON Ecumenical Press 
S.AFRICA DIVESTMENT Service:82.07.44 


LONDON (EPS) - English Anglicans and British Methodists have both taken steps 
towards ending investment links with companies whose operations are considered 
supportive of the white-minority government in South Africa, 


The Methodist Church annual conference referred a resolution on divestment 
in such companies to its president's council for advice about possible legal 


obstacles to implementation. UK law requires charities to obtain the best 
available return on investments. 


Later this month [9 July], the Church of England general synod resolved that 
such divestment is now an appropriate basic policy to adopt as a "contribution 
to bringing about peaceful change in South Africa". Majority support for the 
approach came despite a memorandum from the South African embassy which 

argued that effective economic sanctions against the country would lead to 

the destitution of the black population and thus to violence. 


Though both expressed their strong opposition to apartheid, London Bishop 
Graham Leonard, head of the CE social responsibility board, and Ronald Harris, 
head of the Church Commissioners (the group which administers CE investments) 
also opposed the course favoured by the majority. They said other strategies 
might better be employed sometimes. 


In another action, the synod asked for the introduction of legislation which 
would permit female priests ordained in other parts of the Anglican communion 
to function publicly as priests when in England. 


EPS 
WORLD YWCA ACTS ON LEBANON , Ecumenical Press 
BANKING, STAFF RESIGNATION Service: 82.07.45 


ANNECY, France (EPS) - The 20-member executive committee of the World YWCA 
has condemned Israel's invasion of Lebanon, decided to stop doing business 
with a Swiss bank which makes loans considered supportive of the white- 
minority government of South Africa, and accepted the resignation of General 
Secretary Erica Brodie. 


The Lebanon statement, reported previously [EPS 82.07.35], was approved 

early in the two-week meeting [28 June-9 July] here. It says there is 

"no moral defence for the death, injury, and destruction which have occurred", 
and describes the "attack and occupation of Lebanon by Israel" as a threat 

to world peace and a violation of international law. 


The withdrawal affected the Union Bank of Switzerland, with which the World 
YWCA has had an account primarily for current transactions. At the time of 

the decision, it included about SF 480,000, mostly in short-term investments. 

In the last year, two other Geneva-based international ecumenical organizations, 
the World Council of Churches and the World Student Christian Federation, 

have announced similar action. [EPS 82.03.06, 1981 EPS No.25]. 


The general secretary gave no reason as she announced her resignation from 
a post she has held since 1978. She joined the World YWCA in 1976. 
She has been in various YWCA staff positions for 30 years. 


In her farewell report, she urged an activist stance for the organization, 

a move beyond "traditional programmes of cake-icing, floral decorations, 
keep-fit classes, hostels, educational and cultural lectures". She added 
that it needs to "touch those whose need is greatest - the slum dweller, 

the rural community, the urban poor, and those women who have special 
problems in society, such as the single mother, the prostitute, the lesbian, 
the drug addict or alcoholic, the elderly and lonely, the jobless". 


EPS 


HEALING ARCHBISHOP Ecumenical Press 
RELIEVED OF POST Service:82.07.46 


LUSAKA, Zambia (EPS) - Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo has been 
relieved of his post as head of the archdiocese here. A report on the situ- 
ation by the Zambian ecumenical fortnightly National Mirror says Milingo was 
asked to go to Rome to "pursue for a certain period theological studies and 
quiet reflection, as well as to seek medical advice from the doctors". 


The archbishop, the Mirror reports, has been involved in a controversial 
healing ministry for some years. In February 1978, the chairperson of the 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Zambia instructed him to stop it, 
a decision which reportedly prompted a variety of protests to other church 
leaders and the papal representative in the country. 


The newspaper quotes further from the letter to Milingo from Archbishop 
Giorgio Zur, papal representative in Zambia. It says "it is felt that you 
are at present unfortunately unable to fruitfully govern the archdiocese". 
It adds that a permanent replacement will be named for him after his time in 
Rome unless doctors find him in good health and he gives "the necessary 
guarantees that would make it possible for you to lead the archdiocese in a 
positive and fruitful manner". 


Earlier, there was a visitation of the archdiocese by Maurice Otunga, the 
Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop of Nairobi. 


EPS 


COVENANTING COUNCIL CLOSES; Ecumenical Press 
COVENANTING ADVOCATE DIES Service: 82.07.47 


LONDON (EPS) - The Churches’ Council for Covenanting, which drafted proposals 
for a covenant among four English denominations, met for the final time 

[13 July] in the wake of the defeat of its plan because less than two-thirds 
of the priest members of the [Anglican] Church of England general synod voted 
in favour [EPS 82.07.38]. 


On the way to the session, Guildford Bishop David Brown, who chaired the 
Church of England mission and unity board and thus spearheaded efforts to get 
Anglican approval, collapsed and died. He was 60 and was described as greatly 
disappointed by the synod vote. 


A brief statement from the council, which also included Methodist, United 
Reformed, and Mora’ ian representatives, said "the search for unity will con- 
tinue", but it spoke of the end of an era and approach inaugurated by the 
"Lambeth Appeal" on church unity from the world's Anglican bishops in 1920. 
The council was formed in the wake of the 1972 defeat of a plan for English 
Methodist-Anglican reunion. ~ 


Brown, a missionary in Sudan and Jordan from 1952-66, was also greatly 
interested in Christian-Muslim dialogue. He chaired the British Council of 
Churches' committee for relations with people of other faiths and the 
Conference of European Churches' committee on Islam in Europe. 


EPS 


PASTORAL VISIT Ecumenical Press 
TO LEBANON SET Service:82.07.48 


pee Giso EPS 82.07.35,_61, 29, 01. 


GENEVA (EPS) - Three church leaders were scheduled to make a pastoral visit 
to the church and people of Lebanon under the auspices of the World Council 
of Churches for several days during the week of 18 wULY: 


Proposed for the delegation were Lutheran Archbishop Olof Sundby (primate 

of the Church of Sweden and one of the six WCC presidents), Eastern Orthodox 
Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America), and Protestant Federation of France President Jacques Maury (a 
pastor of the Reformed Church of France). On their return, they were to 
report to the meeting of the WCC central committee, here [19-28 July]. 


Meanwhile, church reactions continue to the confrontation in Lebanon between 
Israeli troops and forces of Syria and the Palestine Liberation Organization. 


The past president of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA 
sent an open letter to Israeli Prime Minister Manachem Begin [2 July] asking 
Israel to "show its strength as a nation by taking bold initiatives for 
peace, not more opportunities for war and destruction". 


A communiqué from a meeting of West Beirut presbyters from several Christian 
traditions, under the auspices of the Middle East Council of Churches [9 July], 
called on Israel to "immediately lift the inhuman siege of the area and thereby 
alleviate the suffering of its people". 


Last month, a meeting of leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 
with representatives of overseas partner church agencies [19 June] urged 
support for "all measures to end the conflict" and bring about "permanent 
peace, with justice and security for all peoples of the Middle East". 


About the same time, in New Orleans, Louisiana, US, messengers to the annual 
Southern Baptist Convention accepted an appeal from officials of the SBC 
foreign mission board and declined to approve a resolution reiterating an 
SBC theological view that Israel is God's chosen people and the Israeli state 

a staging ground for the end of time. The board said passage would endanger 
SBC missionaries in Lebanon and elsewhere in the region. 


Earlier this month, the [US] Anti-Defamation League rejected a proposal from 
the NCC that church, Jewish, and Palestinian representatives meet to discuss 
the situation. The ADL was critical of the proposed Palestinian participants 
because they are "actively engaged in support" of the PLO which is "calling 
for the destruction of the State of Israel". The Synagogue Council of America 
said it would "welcome the opportunity" to discuss the Middle East with NCC 
representatives. 


Two US presiding bishops - John Allin of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church and 
David Preus of the American Lutheran Church- issued Lebanon statements. Preus 
urged new peace initiatives by US President Ronald Reagan. In appealing for 
relief funds, Allin said "there is no simple answer to the vastly complex 
political issues that face Lebanon and the Middle East". 


Turku Archbishop Miko Juva, primate of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in 
Finland, criticized some Finnish pastors for their support of Israel's Middle 
East actions of recent weeks on grounds that as the people of God they are 
carrying out God's will. Juva said it is blasphemous to say that God is 
"responsible for this violence and for the massacre of thousands of women 
and children by the Israeli war machine". 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.49-54 


82.07.49: Zatre-Presbytertan 


The Presbyterian Community in Zaire, a constituent body of the Church of 
Christ in Zaire, has criticized the CCZ moderator for having "widely exceeded 
the powers which are vested in him by the constitution of the church". The 
assembly, reports Reformed Press Service, resolved that if things do not 
change, the community will "review" its CCZ membership. 


82.07.50: Church-mi grants 


The seventh general assembly of the Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers 

in Europe has adopted a set of priorities for the committee, among them, 
defence of immigrants' political rights, assistance to struggles against 
xenophobia and racism, greater pastoral care for migrants, further research 
on issues related to the return of migrant workers to their own countries, 

a study of the role and position of migrant women, attention to the situation 
of Christian minorities in Turkey and the Middle East, continuation of 
Christian-Muslim dialogue, and investigation of the situation of disabled 
migrant workers. 


82.07.51: Church-atd 


The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches 
reports that in 1981 it and 18 church-aid agencies in 13 countries handled 
material aid shipments worth US$ 66.7 million. The CICARWS report includes 
agencies in Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, FRG, GDR, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, and USA in eight aid categories - | 
clothing and footwear; agricultural equipment; tools; and seeds; administration 
and industry; medicines and medical equipment; food; shelters; blankets; 
building; transport and vehicles; miscellaneous. The figure includes only 
procurement and shipments made through headquarters, not purchases by local 

or regional field offices. 


82.07.52: France-radto 

Paris Roman Catholic Archbishop Jean-Marie Lustiger, Reformed Pastor Jacques 
Maury, president of the Protestant Federation of France, and Greek Orthodox 
Bishop Meletios, president of the Orthodox Interepiscopal Committee of France, 
have requested government permission to operate an ecumenical local radio 
service for the Paris area. The proposed station would be an outgrowth of 
Radio Notre-Dame de Paris, operated by the Paris Roman Catholic archdiocese 
since last November. 


82.07.53: Braztl-sentence 

A Brazilian military court has sentenced two French Roman Catholic priests 

to prison terms of 15 and 10 years on grounds that they were "intellectually 
responsible" for the peasant ambush of a police patrol in which one died and 
six were wounded last August during a land dispute in the north of the country. 
Also last month, two Brazilian Lutheran church workers, jailed in connection 
with a 4 May clash over peasant land claims in the same area were released. 

No charges were pressed. [Earlier items: 82.04.80, 82.06.10] In the four 
cases, church leaders said those arrested did nothing illegal. 


82.07.54: Czechoslovakta-vtsas 

Czechoslovakia has declined to grant visas to Roman Catholic bishops from 
France and FRG to attend this month's celebrations in the country marking 

the life and work of the ninth century Slavic missionaries Cyril and Methodius. 
No reasons were given. [Earlier items: 82.05.31, 82.05.72]. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.55-59 


82.07.55: Angltcan-poll 

The [Anglican] Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA has disputed a claim 
by pollster George Gallup that the denomination has lost a third of its 
membership in a bit more than a decade. Episcopal management information 
system director John Schultz calls the figure "ridiculous", because, he says, 
Gallup "calls anyone an Episcopalian who so designates himself", rather 

than "active Episcopalians" who are included in official parish membership 
Statistics. Schultz says the denomination lost no more than 15 percent of its 
membership in any decade since membership peaked in 1966. Gallup made his 
comments at a press conference sponsored by Opponents of the 1979 Episcopal 
prayerbook. 


82.07.56: TIreland-letter 

Iwo Irish church leaders - R.H.A. Eames, Anglican bishop of Down and Dromore, 
and A.J. Weir, Presbyterian general assembly clerk, have written to the US 
group "Friends of Ireland" expressing concern that "the impression has been 
given that in your public Statements and policies you are concerned with the 
views of only one section of this community", those favouring political union 
of the island's two parts, one an independent republic, the other a section 
of the UK. Both Weir and Eames visited the US last year "to give a more 
balanced picture of what was in fact happening in Northern Ireland". They 
added that they met with leaders of the new organization and "were particularly 
appreciative of the fact that your movement was a direct challenge to those 
in the States who sought to support violence as the only apparent means of 
solving the Irish question". 


82.07.57: Ecumenteal Educatton 

"Education for effective ecumenism" was the theme of a 10-day international 
workshop last month [20-29 June] at Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva. Four 
dozen participants considered ecumenical learning from a variety of 
perspectives - as learning about ecumenical church issues, as learning done 
in a context which draws input from a variety of Christian traditions, and 
as a concern for global justice and peace in line with the meaning of the 
Greek word "oikoumene", the whole inhabited earth. The workshop considered 
"theological education", "faith and order", "mission and justice" and "other 
issues", and shared ecumenical educational experiences, including the danger 
that inadequately prepared ecumenical educational approaches may prove 
divisive. A workshop report is expected in September. 


82.07.58: France-prize 

A French-language Protestant Literary, Prize has been created by two French 
publishers, Librairie Protestante and Service Concordia. Purpose is to 
encourage books for the general public which present what are described as 
"special qualities of the Protestant personality" such as precision and 
rectitude, enterprisingness, sense of family, love of liberty, and concern 
for education. 


82.07.59: Presbytertan-reunton 


The annual assemblies of the two main US Presbyterian denominations have 
overwhelmingly approved a plan to reunite the two groups, whose predecessors 
split more than a century ago on the issue of slavery. If enough of the two 
denominations' presbyteries (regional units) approve (two-thirds in one case, 
three-fourths in the other), a 3.1 million-member denomination could be 
formed from the two next year. 


FCUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.60-65 


82.07.60: Poland-ecumentcal 
The ecumenical climate in Poland has improved since Jozsef Glemp became 


primate of the country's numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church, according 
to Zdzislaw Pawlik, general secretary of the Polish Ecumenical Council, which 
groups most of the country's other denominations. Pawlik, in Geneva last 
month, said many difficulties remain, but that Glemp has been "very open and 
quite progressive". 


82.07.61: IFOR-forgery 
The Dutch-based International Fellowship of Reconciliation has discovered a 


forged letter sent to various West European church letters under the name of 
IFOR General Secretary James Forest. The letter "attempts to use the name 
of IFOR to discredit the growing disarmament movement", according to a 
statement from Forest. "We are distressed", says Forest, "that, by means of 
a forgery, some person or persons are attempting to use IFOR's name as a 
means to criticize [peace and disarmament] movements with which we are 
associated". 


82. 0faboe tc—ton Mentcas, 
The 32-denomination National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 


has released a poster and button with the theme "ec-you-menical". NCC 
Assistant General Secretary for Information J. Warren Day says they are a 
response to increasing attacks on "the ecumenical idea". "Being ecumenical", 
he says, isn't something that just church leaders and church institutions 

do, but something essential for every Christian. The ecume-ical movement 
isn't a 'they', but a 'we'," he adds. 


82.07.63: NZ-NCC/RC 
Leaders of the 10-denomination National Council of Churches in New Zealand 


and that country's Roman Catholic Church met last month to discuss a new 
ecumenical organization which would include the RCC and other non-member 
New Zealand denominations. NCC Secretary Angus MacLeod said the initial 
proposals - to go to the NCC general meeting next month and the RCC bishops' 
conference in September - are "just at the discussion stage, but we believe 
they could herald a new day in ecumenical cooperation for this country". 


82.07.64: Indta-visas 
Leaders of the National Council of Churches in India have written to Prime 


Minister Indira Ghandi asking that she change a government policy which has 
made it difficult for foreigners to obtain visas to study and teach in 
Indian church schools and other institutions. The NCCI letter says such 
persons enhance "the effectiveness of our service to the nation" and that 
visas have not been asked for people to work in parishes or to do work for 
which qualified Indians are available. 


82.07.65: US-Brethren ‘ 
The US treasury department has replied to 27 staff members of the Church of 


the Brethren who sent 30 pieces of silver to President Ronald Reagan during 
Holy Week to urge him to reconsider cuts in social-service programmes 

[EPS 82.04.134]. A department letter said the silver pieces would be sold 
and the money given to a migrant health programme. One of the staff members 
says the group is glad to help that programme but “our major concern was to 
encourage a change in economic policy, and to that appeal we have had no 
response". 


ECUTEXT: "Doing Theology in the Struggles of the People" EPS:82.07.66 


The following ts excerpted from a message by partictpants in a world consul- 
tation of leaders of lay-training centres and movements of soctal concern. 

It took place tn Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria, following visits by many of the 
parttetpants to churches in West Africa. Addressed to those churches, 
ecumenteal bodtes, and the communities from whtch the parttctpants come, the 
message reflects on thetr vitsttatton expertence. [See EPS 82.07.36]. 


... We especially appreciate being alerted to temptations that the church 
faces everywhere in the world: 


1. To be preoccupied with its own institutional affairs, which draws away 
people and resources from involvement with the larger human struggles, 
and encourages weak and inconsequential ecumenical events that generate 
more talk than shared life and action. 


2. To allow planning and decision-making to rest in the hands of a select 
few, which limits broad-based participation. In this way important 
contributions are excluded from this vital process. We wish 
particularly to identify: | 
- women who, through the exercise of their newly discovered sense of 
freedom, dignity and worth, can transform and enrich the whole 
social order; 

—- young people who can stretch the vision of us all when we listen 
and attend to their criticism and challenges; 

- impoverished rural and urban people, and other social groups who 
are similarly marginalized. 


3. To continue education that trains people to be uncritical in 
perpetuating sterile, even demonic, structures rather than to be 
sensitive to the desperate need for justice. 


WE HAVE SEEN how people are deprived of even the basic necessities of food, 
water, adequate shelter, and employment. 


WE HAVE HEARD the stories of those who daily live with the consequences of 
this deprivation. 


WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED people who have foresaken personal gain to identify with 
those who struggle. 


WE HAVE BEEN CONFRONTED by the reality that many of us come from countries 
whose policies contribute to the increase of deprivation by the maintenance 
of the existing unjust international economic order which imposes counterfeit 
life and brings death to millions. 


WE HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED in our understanding that the struggle for life in 
West Africa, as in other regions of the world, requires the courage to 
identify oppressive forces, unmask them for what they are, and extricate 
ourselves and others from their power over us. 


WE ARE CONVINCED that relevant theology comes our of the struggles of the 
people. The very history of the people of God is a witness to this. 
Relevant theology is therefore necessarily pursued ecumenically, communally, 
self-critically, and with untiring commitment... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Ecumenism and the Church in Socialist Countries" EPS: 82.07.67 


The following is excerpted from an aide-memotre prepared following a consultation last month [8-11 June] 
in Budapest of representative of World Council of Churches member denominations in Bulgarta, Czechos- 
lovakia, GDR, Hungary, Poland, Romania, USSR, and Yugoslavia. These tnelude Eastern Orthodox, Reformed, 
Lutheran, Untted, Moravian, Reformed Catholte, Old Catholic, Baptist, and Oriental Orthodox bodies. 


This natural conformity of interests among the churches from socialist countries has as its major 
impulse the concern for the validity of Christian witness in a new socialist secularized society. 
Witness and service in different social and political situations in the present divided world are part 
of the purpose of the World Council's very existence. 


Therefore, it can be said that the time has come and conditions are ripe for the World Council and 
its leadership to acknowledge more openly that the member churches from socialist countries are an 
important integral part of the world fellowship of Christians, and hence on an equal basis with 
churches from the West and from so-called Third World countries. That is why they should assume 
greater responsibility in the life and activities of the WCC, as well as in the leadership of the 
Counei bess 


Special attention should be given to the areas and issues where churches from socialist countries, 
in the context of their particular situation, can and must contribute-in the most effective way. 
Such areas of interest, in our understanding, might be: 


a) Christian witness in a radically secularized society, framed in a particular, difficult and 
responsible question: "How to relate our witness and service to the people who share Marxist 
ideoloty?" Experience of the churches in socialist countries can be of some use and benefit 
to Christians in the Third World where society is in the process of rapid social and ideological 
change in the direction of socialist order. 


b) Christian response to the model of socialist society (in particular in Eastern Europe). Closely 
related to the problem of social justice and human dignity, this will be of paramount interest 
for brothers and sisters in Western Europe, North America and in developing countries. 


c) The area of peace, disarmament, international cooperation, the danger and threat to human and 
ecological survival in the universal catastrophe of nuclear holocaust. Churches in socialist 
countries have a lot to say and do in this regard. They have already wide experience and fine 
achievements in their struggle to save the sacred gift of life from nuclear catastrophe. The 
best and most effective example of such noble activity is the World Conference of Religious Workers 
for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe, held recently in Moscow, as well as 
other conferences for peace held in various countries. The final documents of the Moscow conference 
(an Appeal to the Leaders and Followers of all Religions, an Appeal to all Governments of the World, 
and an Appeal to the Second Special Session on Disarmament of the United Nations, which is now being 
held in New York) found a very wide echo in international public opinion and are highly appreciated 
by many churches, religious organizations and outstanding religious and political leaders... 


Congregations of our churches with particular ecumenical interest should be enabled to realize themselve 
more fully as part of world Christianity. Visits between churches and congregations are to be encourage 
in order to eliminate false information and prejudices and to promote ecumenical cooperation. 


Our churches have to strengthen the ecumenical fellowship inside the respective churches and countries 
as well as within the whole region in order to witness and to serve more effectively in the new social 
structures. : 


In their duty concerning peace initiatives, our churches should seek cooperation with all forces of 
good will, regardless of political, ideological and other differences, to promote peace, detente and 
disarmament, to strengthen peace structures for the sake of the common security of nations. The 
churches may feel responsible to make special efforts in situations where all other means seem to be 
exhausted. 


EPS 


oto olkoumene 


LY 1982 _ EPS: 82/P8 


(2801): 


ILE EAST (2800): Damascus Gate, Jerusalem 


98): Baptism, Coptic Orthodox, Cairo (2801): Mosque of Omar (Dome of the Rock), Jerusalem 


99): Old town, Jerusalem Photos: WCC (Bruce Best) 


(2804) 
KAMPUCHEA 


(2802): Winnowing of latest rice harvest in Siem Reap. 


(2805): Phnom Penh cotton factory operates with machinery supplied 
through the World Council of Churches. 
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(2803): Dr Duong Quynh Hoa directs pedriatic hospital in Ho Chi Minh-City. 

(2804): A woman and child wait for medical assistance at the pediatric 
hospital. 
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82.07.96 ECUTEXTS (through 82.07.97) 


"Tasks for the Church in the Middle East Crisis" 


"Letter from Oslo" 


"Disarmament and the Church" 
"The Role of the Church in the South African Struggle" 


"Reflections on SSD II" 


96: "Just Development for Fullness of Life: An Orthodox Approach" 
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SUM OF THE NEWS: 


68: The central committee of the World Counctl of Churches 
begins tts work with reports by tts..moderator, Canadian 
Angltean Primate Ted Scott, and WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter. 


69: Protests lead to suspenston of controverstal German 
church audits of expenditures by Thtrd World partner 
churches and agenctes. 


AAXAAS 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts tnterested in coptes of these sttuatton reports 

on vartous parts of the world from the World Counctl of Churches 
Commtsston on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service may 
request them from Secretary for Emergency and Rehabtlitatton 
Programmes, CICARWS, WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 


Kampuchea (No.39, 17 June) 

East Ttmor (1 July) 

November 1980 Earthquake tn Italy (No.7, 2 July) 
Angola Humanitarian Atd (No.3, 14 July) 

Peru Floods (No.1, 15 July) 


WCC. HEAD REFLECTS ON Ecumenical Press 
INSIGHTS, CONFLICTS Service:82.07.68 


GENEVA (EPS) - In his report prepared for the meeting here of the World Council 
of Churches central committee, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter outlined 
ecumenical emphases and points of conflict he has perceived in recent years. 


Since the last WCC assembly, in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1975, Potter said, the 

WCC has in many ways been "reflecting on and seeking to communicate the 

reality and hope of the Kingdom of God''. But, he said, the question of "how 

we relate our faith to the burning and harsh realities of our world today" 

has also meant "debates and conflicts within the churches, between the churches, 
between the churches and the council and the ruling powers in our societies". 


An emphasis on the importance of the people - especially the poor - and their 
full participation in church and society has been another emphasis, Potter 
observed, and has also meant conflict. "Many of our churches", he said, 
"though being the people of God, are dominated by a hierarchical élite who 
claim to speak for the people and are hardly conscious of the fact that they 
are themselves captive to traditional and ideological vested interests... 

Our churches are not generally people's churches, but churches which are 
socially accepted or dominated by privileged persons". 


Moreover, Potter said, while "our churches have had a long history of giving 
aid and attending to the poor by charitable works... they have hardly addressed 
themselves to the structures which perpetuate poverty and have generally not 
been willing to enter into the struggle for justice for the poor". He said 

the timidity and fear with which churches face the question of the full 
participation of women is "symptomatic of much else when we speak of ‘people's 
participation'." 


In general, Potter said, convictions about people's participation and solidarity 
with the poor have "constituted more of a threat than a promise" to churches 
"caught in the power structures of society which have given them privilege 

and status" and so they are "suspicious of the kinds of things that the people 
are saying and that the council has been trying to convey to them". 


Potter summed up the vision~ the WCC attempts to put before the churches as 
that of "the one church committed to God's purpose to carry on the redeeming 
work of Christ for the whole creation towards the unity of the human family 
in a sustainable world". He observed that much of its work is done through 
extra-church networks. 


"Our failure", he said, "has been that we have not in the process, endeavoured 
to relate the networks to each other and to the local churches". He called 
for more of a "living encounter with the church in each place through all the 
people who have been involved in the work of the council". 


In his address to the committee, its moderator, Canadian Anglican primate 
Ted Scott, argued that every political system and culture tries either 
deliberately or unconsciously to "domesticate" the church and fit it into 
state purposes. This issue is becoming even more complicated now that 
"religious states" are again becoming prominent, he said. 


"We continually have to face the problem as to whether our ultimate loyalty 
is to God or to the state or culture in which we live," Scott said. He 
described the ecumenical movement, and the WCC as a central expression 

of it, as a way of enabling churches to challenge each other about their 
ultimate loyalty. '"We need to welcome, not resent this," he said. 


EPS 


OVERSEAS CHURCH AUDITS Ecumenical Press 
SUSPENDED AFTER PROTEST Service:82.07.69 — 


The following appeared tn a slightly longer form tn All Africa Press Service, 
news and features service of Natrobt-based Africa Church Informatton Service. 


The recent demand by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) that books of 
autonomous churches and institutions in the Third World which receive money 
from the Kirchlicher Entwicklungsdienst (KED) - EKD's financial wing —- be 
audited by the EKD auditor-general has sparked a heated debate. 


And the director of the Association for World Mission (EMW) in Hamburg, Martin 
Lehman-Habeck, has described it as a scandal. At its recent session in May, 
EKD's council, however, decided to suspend debate on the subject. 


The council decided that the EKD auditor general will conduct audits at the 
offices of the member-organizations of the Association of the Churches' 
Development Service (AGKED) in West Germany. 


These organizations include Bread for the World, Service Overseas, the 
Protestant Central Agency for Development Aid, the Association for World 
Mission and the Churches' Development Service. They will be audited for 
funds which they allocate to applicants abroad. 


The AGKED agencies are required "to keep complete records of the necessary 
documents available" for the EKD's auditor-general. This includes for 
example, financial statements of the partner churches or reports of indepen- 
dent auditors overseas. 


The decision of the council may seem absolutely plausible and essential. 
But this decision affects the identity of the development service of the 
church and the relationship between churches. 


Mistrust developed with at least one partner when in September 1980 the 

EKD auditor-general, Hugo-Dieter Zschucke, and the secretary for church 

service and KED secretary at the head office, Warner Conring, paid a visit 

to the South African Council of Churches. SACC General Secretary Desmond 

Tutu protested against the visit and said in a letter to the EKD that the 

event was an “unhappy example of ecclesiastical neo-colonialism" and paternalism. 


After all, this step of going abroad deviated from the prescribed rules laid 
down in the "Regulations for the Examination of the Use of Funds of the Churches’ 
Development Service". The KED regulations say the study and recognition of 
incoming financial statements and auditors' reports that have been approved by 
a responsible body overseas is the duty of the staff of the AGKED agencies. 
‘However, Zschucke referred to the final sentence of the KED regulations, which 
says the procedures laid down in the regulations leave the auditing right to 
the EKD auditor-general untouched. The deduction from this regulation - that 
a German church officer of the EKD's audit unit could travel around in foreign 
countries to conduct audits - struck the staff of the AGKED agencies as being 
a relapse to the Stone Age of the ecumenical movement. 


Bodies like the Committee for Ecumenical Service /Bread for the World allocation 
committee, the board for the Association for World Mission and the annual general 
meeting of Service Overseas also passed resolutions against EKD audits abroad. 


Lehmann-Hebeck perceives in this demand a typical dilemma of the German churches 
"because we are constituted as bodies under public law. Apparently, we must 
unalterably champion our legal viewpoint and carry it into the ecumenical world 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.70-75 


82.07.70: Old Catholte-women 

An official study of the possibility of ordaining women as deacons has begun 
in Old Catholicism. Its bishops are to gather responses from their consti- 
tuencies. Old Catholic synods in Switzerland and FRG requested the study. 


82207 P7FI= (SHL8S=t0 

A second showing of a Swiss Protestant tv programme on Swiss banking and 
apartheid (race separation) in South Africa has been cancelled after a 
spokesperson for one Swiss bank requested that an interview with the spokes- 
person included in the programme be omitted in the rebroadcast. Programme 
director Loyse Andrée withdrew the whole programme instead. It centred on 
last September's World Council of Churches announcement that it was ending 
its business with two Swiss and one FRG bank because of their activities in 
South Africa. [1981 EPS No.25] 


82.07.72: Eastern Orthodox-RC 

The official Eastern Orthodox-Roman Catholic international theological 
dialogue commission met in Munich [30 June-6 July] with the theme "The 
Mytery of the Church and the Eucharist in the Light of the Mystery of the 
Holy Trinity". A commission announcement said a document reviewing the work 
of the group since it was established in December 1979 would be published 
"in the near future". Atmosphere of the latest meeting was described as one 
of "openness and fraternal cooperation". Place and date of the next plenary 
commission are to be decided. Its theme is to be "Faith, Sacraments, and 
Unie. 


82.07.73: Athos-Easter 

The superiors of the Eastern Orthodox monastic communities on Mount Athos, 
Greece, have told [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios that 
they don't like the idea of a "common celebration of Easter with heretics 
of all denominations". They were replying to his Easter message which, 
among other things, expressed a hope that it would soon be possible for all 
Christians to observe Easter on the same day. 


82.07.74: Yugoslavta-Orthodox 

A communique from the meeting of the Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church, 
most of whose members are in Yugoslavia, says that "everywhere the church 
confronts constraints and pressures" hindering catechetical work with children, 
celebrations of the feast of its patron Saint Sava,construction and restor- 
ation of church buildings, and contact with youth. The Serbian bishops complain 
also that the church is being deprived of "what few material resources remain 
to it''’. Meanwhile, the Yugoslav press has denounced as "nationalistic", 
chauvinistic", and 'agressive" an appeal by 21 priests and monastic superiors 

on behalf of Serbs in the Kosovo region. The official church magazine says 
the media attacks are an effort to "divert discussion" from the issue of 
threatened Serbs in the area. 


82.07.75: Ghana-oaths 

A joint statement from the Christian Council of Ghana and the Ghanaian 
[Roman] Catholic Secretariat urges Christians not to think that they must 
engage in practices and customs enjoined upon them by traditional chiefs, 
such as the taking of non-Christian oaths. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07./76-81 


82.07.76: Zambta-schools 


Christians in Zambia make up about two-thirds of the country's six million 
people. Recently, their leaders have urged them to fast and pray as part of 
an effort to convince the government to change its plans to teach Marxist 
political theory in schools. Zambia President Kenneth Kaunda denies the 
teaching would interfere with religious education or with Zambia's "national 
code of humanism", a form of Christian socialism. [Earlier item: 82.04.136] 


E2007 27H: LWP—worsht p : : . 
Lutheran World Federation worship secretary Eugene Brand has warned that 


laudable efforts to adapt worship forms to local culture can in some cases 
present a "danger of exchanging one kind of cultural captivity for another". 
There needs to be, he said in Geneva last month, ''a balance between our own 
culture and material from other parts of the world", lest "we.. blunt the 
international aspect" of the church. Brand recalled a visit to a youth group 
during a recent trip to Asia. "I readily agreed with them that "their music' 
should be used in the hymns, only to discover that they were talking about 
Western pop music and not indigenous Asian music". 


82.07.78: Mozambtque-church 

General Secretary Isaac Mahlalela of the Christian Council of Churches in 
Mozambique has appealed to the government to reopen mission stations closed 
shortly after the country gained independence from Portugal in 1975. Mahlalela 
noted that. some mission personnel had not supported independence efforts, but 
"we feel that the relationship between the government and the churches has 
improved tremendously in the last few years to the extent that these mission 
stations can be reopened to serve the needs of the people". 


82.07.79: Namtbta-chal lenge 

The executive committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia has challenged 
allegations by a Namibian political leader that "the blood of this country is 

on the hands of the Catholics and Lutherans because they assist the murderers 

to murder well", a reference to church support for efforts to gain the country's 
independence from South Africa. The committee called the statement by President 
Kuaima Riruako of the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance "irresponsible" and 
challenged him to test the substance and validity of the allegations "by 
repeating them outside the protection of the national assembly". 


82.07.80: Tatwan-defrocked 

Wu Wen, a Taiwanese Lutheran pastor defrocked by his denomination because 
of his arrest for being part of an anti-government demonstration, and denied 
reinstatement following his release from prison earlier this year, has been 


accepted onto the clergy roster of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. 
[Earlier item: 82.04.42] 


82.07.81: GDR-pactftsm 

Presiding Bishop Johannes Hampel of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
the GDR has urged the GDR government to be more tolerant of pacifism. In 
recent months, the GDR government has criticized peace efforts by some GDR 
Christians. [EPS: 82.04.113] 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.82-89 


82.07.82: Scotland-Free 

The general assembly of the United Free Church of Scotland has issued a 
dissent from the generally positive ecumenical response to the pope's visit 
to Britain earlier this year. It says such papal trips are part of a subtle 
effort to regain a world position comparable to that of the medieval papacy. 


Oa.0(edor REO~WCC 

Can member denominations of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod also belong to the 
World Council of Churches? A committee of the Grand Rapids, Michigan, US- 
based RES has concluded that while WCC membership is "regrettable" and 
carries ''possible negative influence", it is not grounds of itself to 
terminate a denomination's RES membership. The dual membership of the 
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands (GKN) is a major cause of the study, 
requested by the 1980 RES meeting for consideration at its 1984 gathering 
in Chicago. 


82.07.84: Brundin-obit 

Radio Sweden journalist Gertrud Brundin, 45, died 13 July after a long 
battle with cancer. She was long active in communications and other 
activities of the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation and 
[Lutheran] Church of Sweden. 


82.07.85: Angola-war 

Angola Council of Churches General Secretary Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga has 
appealed to the international community to condemn South Africa's "secret 
war'' against Angola. He said the war there is "just as ferocious as any 


other wars except that the other wars receive more publicity". 


82.07.86: FRG-imntgratton 

Rome-based Inter Press Service reports that a government proposal to curb 
immigration into the FRG "has met with stiff opposition from foreign residents, 
church, and many political groups". FRG has about 4.6 million foreign 
residents, about 7.5 percent of the population. The largest group is the 

1.6 million Turks. 


82.07.87: Vattean-bank 

The Vatican has appointed three outside bankers to audit the dealings of the 
Institute for Religious Works, the Vatican bank, with a scandal-ridden | 
Italian financial institution, Banco Ambrosiano. 


82.07.88: Ntgerta-women 

Earlier this year, the Presbyterian Church in Nigeria ordained its first 
woman minister —- Mgbeke George Okore. The denomination approved women's 
ordination in 1979. 


82.07.89: Naples-rock 

Corrado Ursi, Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop of Naples, has denounced a 
concert by the rock group Rolling Stones scheduled for his city 17 July. 

He called their performances "musical manifestations which pretend to be 
art but which are vehicles for violence and drugs". 


ECUPAST: World Church News of 25 Years ago (from September 1957 EPS) EPS: 82.07.90 


Kerala Christians protested a government proposal to put all schools in the 
Indian state under government control. 


The Christian Council of Ghana asked then Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah to 
withdraw a deportation bill which was used against two Muslim leaders. 


A weeklong North American conference on "the nature of the unity we seek" 
was held in Oberlin, Ohio, US. It was sponsored by the Canadian and US 
councils of Churches and the World Council of Churches. Five Eastern 
Orthodox representatives abstained from the final message on grounds that 
true church unity already exists in Eastern Orthodoxy. 


The Roman Catholic bishops of mostly Roman Catholic Colombia denied that any 
persecution or attacks on Protestants were caused by religious differences. 
The vice president of their secretariat said "political factors" were a 
major cause because Colombian Protestants "have generally aligned themselves 
with anti-clerical liberals and some have jeunad guerrilla in the provinces 
warring against the conservative government". 


ERS 
ECUVIEW: "Tasks for the Church in the Middle East Crisis" EPS:82.07.91 


This ts the coneluston of an address by Winan Koshy, World Counetl of Churches 
international affairs director, to a group of inter-churech aid of fictals in 
Geneva, 5 July, to consider the Lebanon sttuatton. 


1. to mobilize further international public opinion to ensure that 
Israelis lift the siege of Beirut. Unless there is disengagement 
of Israeli forces and withdrawal, there cannot be any meaningful 
negotiations; 


2) to redouble support to the Middle East Council of Churches and the churches 
for humanitarian programmes of relief and rehabilitation. 


3) to mobilize international public opinion on the human rights issues 
involved: detention of thousands of Palestinians in conditions 
contravening Geneva conventions and the disappearance of a very large 
number 3 


4) to support all efforts for reconciliation within Lebanon including 
that between the Lebanese and the Palestinians and for the building 
of a new national consensus. The sovereignty of Lebanon and the 
political aspirations of the Palestinian people are not incompatible. 
The churches inside and outside have a special responsibility to 
ensure that their efforts are in the direction of building a 
genuinely pluralistic society; 


5) to treat the resolution of the Palestinian question as urgent and 
support positive initiatives for a comprehensive settlement of the 
Middle East issues; 


6) to recognize that we have reached a new stage in Christian-Jewish 
relations and dialogue. There is greater need for dialogue today. 
But there are new considerations and we may need to seek new partners 
for dialogue. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Letter from Oslo" BPS: 82.07.92 


They may just have been some of the more far-reaching words from the church for years here: the loud 

no to nuclear arms voiced by the ten [Lutheran] Church of Norway bishops last April. Praised by groups 
as different as "No to Nuclear Arms" and the Norwegian Defence Association, the statement, "Kirken og — 
freden" ("The Church and Peace") seems to have offered answers people have been awaiting for a long time. 


In their document the bishops speak broadly without going so far as to prescribe specific political 
action. And, while their call to the world's leaders to dispose of all nuclear arsenals is loud and 
clear, the bishops add that sufficient national defence systems still have church support. 


Nevertheless, the bishops have taken some shelling for their statement. Conservative national dailies 
found the episcopal nuclear pacifism naive, tending to support the demand for unilateral Western dis- 

armament. Returning the fire, the bishops told the papers that they could not have read the statement 
properly. A central concern was precisely to protest the arms race in all states and military blocs. 

the bishops said. 


Criticism also came from active church quarters. Among others, former theology professor Carl Fr. Wisldff 
said pastors and bishops are not entitled to argue theologically that nuclear weapons are decisively 
more inhuman than other modern weapons. 


There is even an astonishing piece of ecumenism in the bishops' peace statement, at least when remembering 
that not all of them are in favour of Church of Norway's membership in the World Council of Churches. 

In their programme for peace on the congregational, national and international levels, the bishops say 

the church should "actively participate in the work for peace and justice, freedom and human dignity, 
within the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation". 


On another front, state/church matters are moving now. There are chances that the new Church Assembly 
will gather for its first session already late next year. Church autonomy and resources are to be 
strengthened on all levels, while keeping the state-church system for decades to come, the Storting 
(Norway's parliament) said last year. 


Only five years ago, few would have dared to expect this rapid development. Most probably, it is due 
to the fact that both state and church have discovered pragmatism and "Realpolitik" as efficient tools 
to settle organizational matters. 


With 92 per cent of the population as members, the Church of Norway has never had to be particularly 
active in local ecumenism. There is a tradition of alliance ecumenism, gathering Lutherans and 
Protestants for local prayer weeks once a year. But, Norway and Iceland are now the only Nordic 
countries still lacking a national council of churches. 


But, here too, things are moving. Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot, the Church of Norway primate, last 

year repeated his wish for a national council of churches which can include the Roman Catholic Church. 
Going step by step, the bishops’ conference is now preparing guidelines for local church councils. 
Intended to be ecumenical, these councils may still see sceptics remain outside. With more than 

40,000 members, the Pentecostalist Movement has up to now refused any cooperation with the 15,000-member 
Roman Catholic Church. But the Church of Norway, or at least the bulk of its members and leaders, wants 
to walk hand in hand with both. 


In early July, Denmark, Norway and Swedenwere preparing to re-establish their diplomatic ties with the 
Vatican, broken more than 450 years ago. The three countries are now the only major states in Western 
Europe without official diplomatic relations with the Vatican See. As for Norway, the country's Rome 
embassy has become increasingly important as a listening post for international affairs in recent years. 
Norway's government minister of culture and science, Lars Roar Langslet, a Roman Catholic, was received 
by Pope John Paul II in late June, probably touching the question of diplomatic relations. 


But, just now summer holiday is putting at least a temporary end to most debates and problems here. 

As in 1977, the traditional round of Christian summer rallies is enriched by an attempt to gather people 
across the many dividing lines within the Church of Norway: Norske Kirkedager 82 (Norwegian Church Days), 
sponsored by the National Council of the Church of Norway. Close to 2,000 participants, among them 
guests from sister churches abroad and from the ecumenical movement were to meet in Norway's ancient 
church capital of Trondheim 7-11 July. 


And for the first time in modern times, the Gothic Nidaros Cathedral opens its gates for a mystery play 
written for the Church Days: "Jeremiah - a play of hope and future", by pastor and author Eyvind Skeie 
and organist and composer Trond Kverno. Performed by leading Norwegian actors, the play is a strong 
expression of the Christian hope in threatening times. 


Pivind ~stang (editor, Church of Norway Information Servtce) 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Disarmament and the Church" EPS:82.07.93° 


The following ts an edited excerpt of the 24 June statement by World Counetl of Churches General Secretary 
Philtp Potter to the second UN general assembly special sesston on disarmament [EPS: 82.07.32, 82.07.02] 


From its inception in 1948, the World Council of Churches has attempted to grapple with the issues of 
the causes of war, the arms race, militarism and the over-riding need to work for disarmament and 
international security in peace. The Council has particularly sought to awaken the conscience of 
Christians to engage themselves unremittingly in the cause of disarmament and peace. 


It is thereforce gratifying that this engagement of Christians has been reflected in their active 
participation in the present popular movements for peace. These movements demonstrate a new sense of 
determination which has gripped people around the world. This is a determination to stop and reverse 
the arms race. Compared with the public mood in 1978 when you last met, the growing massive strength 
of movements of people of every walk of life and ideological position gives us hope that the political 
will to take concrete steps to disarmament will emerge, and that governments will respect and act on 
HIS WL sie 


I would like to highlight a recent effort made by the World Council of Churches to assist the churches 
in understanding the complex issues related to the pressing need for disarmament, particularly nuclear 
disarmament. Over the past thirty-five years, the Council and its member churches had already 
declared their commitment to world peace based on justice; their concern that the majority of the 
world's people and nations, though threatened, have no voice in the determination of policies; their 
distress that vast resources, both of wealth and scientific effort are being diverted from basic 

human needs to armaments; their concern about the acceleration of the militarization of society 

all over the world; their increasing awareness that there is no ‘technical solution' to the dilemma 
of increasing armaments increasing insecurity. 


It was on the basis of these declarations and perceptions that we held a Public Hearing on Nuclear 
Weapons and Disarmament in Amsterdam in November 1981. We were fortunate in securing witnesses of 
the highest calibre and conviction from nuclear weapon states, and from East and West, North and South. 


The main conviction which this Hearing expressed is that international security is indivisible. There 
can be no security for any unless there is security for all. Any nation which seeks security by 
destroying or threatening to destroy another nation or people is deluding itself. The security of 
powerful nations cannot be achieved by destabilizing the political, economic and social structures of 
other nations. The cause of security is not maintained by humiliation of nations or brutality to 
people. Security has to be sought in mutual trust and respect between nations, in enabling people to 
participate fully in the life of their nations and across national borders, and in cooperation between 
nations and peoples for peace with justice for all. 


It is argued that deterrence provides the basis for international security. Deterrence is based on 

the intention and readiness to use nuclear weapons. It thus negates the very security it seeks to 
achieve. New weapons and new strategies have introduced new elements to deterrence. Deterrence offers 
no reliable basis for peace. It does not provide international security. It can in no way be a step 
towards disarmament. On the contrary, it has fuelled and continues to fuel the arms race at various 
levels. The concept of deterrence is thus politically unacceptable and morally indefensible... 


The increasing technological sophistication and destructive power of modern conventional weapons is 
blurring the distinctions between conventional and nuclear weapons. However, some major ethical 
differences between nuclear war and conventional war deserve special attention. These differences 
relate to the unpredictability about the scale of devastation, the indiscriminate character, the long- 
term radiation, effects on future generations and eventual destruction of the biosphere in nuclear war. 
The very survival of humankind and of all creation under God is at stake. This demands a special 
responsibility from all those who believe in God. Therefore the Hearing stated: ''We believe that 

the time has come when the churches must unequivocally declare that the production and deployment as 
well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity and that such activities must be 
condemned on ethical and theological grounds." 


The specia! concern about nuclear weapons in no way minimizes the massive destruction and extensive 
damage continuously caused by conventional arms race. The wars and armed conflicts after the Second 
World War have claimed the lives of millions and are still claiming new victims. Practically all of 
them have taken place in the developing parts of the world, the very same parts of the world where 
people are struggling against poverty. These are the places which have become the testing ground of 

the most modern, sophisticated and lethal weapons. Therefore to millions the ending of the conventional 
arms race becomes as important as, if not more important than, the ending of nuclear arms race... 


In April this year I had the privilege of presiding over the Conference convened by the Special Non- 
governmental Organization Committee on Disarmament (Geneva) on World Public Opinion and the Second 
Special Session. It brought together a broad range of political, religious and socio-professional 
organizations, altogether some 430 representatives from 85 international and 127 national organizations 
and movements for peace and disarmament from 47 countries. It was another manifestation of the growing 
strength of organized public opinion demanding peace. Among other matters, the Conference strongly 
urged that the proposal for a World Disarmament Campaign be put into effect. It is our fervent hope 
that this Campaign will receive the support of this special session and of governments. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Role of the Church in the South African Struggle" EPS:82.07.94 


The following ts an edited excerpt from an article by Elizabeth Schmidt, a doctoral candidate in African 
ntstory at the Untverstty of Wisconsin, US. It appeared in the 1982/14 issue of PCR informatton. 


Many blacks. are sceptical that the church will ever change. According to Buti Tlhagale, a Roman 
Catholic priest from Soweto, "Ordinary white Christians are pre-occupied with security, riches, and 
land. They are worried about the communists on the border. They are concerned about a strong govern- 
ment that will protect their material possessions." 


White dissenters are equally doubtful. Wolfram Kistner, head of the Justice and Reconciliation Division 
of the South African Council of Churches, shook his head. "People who support the present system claim 
to be Christian, yet they are involved in the massive exploitation of people. I don't know how much 
hope there is for the church. Repression is getting stronger." 


Many Christians fear that if the church does not change radically, it will be regarded as a "collaborator 
with apartheid" and face total rejection during the post-liberation period. Such was the fate of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Mozambique. However, there is hope in the example of the Zimbabwean and 
Namibian churches, which have played a significant role in the liberation struggles of their respective 
countries. 


Some South Africans are consciously looking to Zimbabwe, Namibia, and even Latin America in an effort 
to find a role model for their own church. Cape Town theologian Jim Cochrane has expressed great 
admiration for the church in Namibia, where the people are fighting to liberate themselves from South 
African rule. "The Namibian church is deeply connected to the struggle and deeply spiritual as well. 
It is the people's church and the people's struggle", he explained. Although he believes that "the 
lessons and experiences of the church in Namibia are of inestimable value in South Africa", Cochrane 
despairs of realchange in the South African church. "None of the major South African denominations 
have taken these insights into their own churches. They are indifferent to the experiences on their 
own doorsteps." 


The conflict of fundamental attitudes, both religious and political, has caused serious polarization 
within the Anglican, Methodist, and Roman Catholic churches in South Africa. On the one hand, there 
are members who feel that the church'should not involve itself in politics". Even more extreme are 
those who feel that the church has abandoned the gospel and is now preaching communism, vioience, and 
racial hatred. Examples of such attitudes recently appeared in The Citizen, an English-language news- 
paper secretly funded by the South African government. One letter to the editor began: 


"As a South African Catholic, I feel it my duty to say that the Roman Catholic churches 
appears to be overrun with Marxist principles. Sowing seeds of hatred seems to be the 
most obvious political mission of priests and bishops... I ask why are these people 
allowed to remain in South Africa when the last thing they want to do is create or preach 
peace and the Word of God?" ... 


On the other hand, there are members who claim that the church is not radical enough. They criticize 
the predominantly white church structures for "mirroring the country's oppressive political and 
economic system". They are impatient with the church's endless "declaration of intent", written and 
filed away, but never acted upon. These people feel that the church should embark upon a programme 
of militant action, "assuming a leading role in the liberatory struggle", aligning itself openly 
with the oppressed masses. 


Few of the radicals believe that such a transformation will ever come about. Not even the South African 
Council of Churches, headed by the outspoken apartheid critic, Bishop Desmond Tutu, will adopt such a 
radical stance, they say. Recently, Bishop Tutu called upon SACC member churches "to abandon neutrality", 
charging that to be "neutral" in South Africa is tantamount to supporting the oppression of the poor. 
However, according to one minister, "Bishop Tutu knows he doesn't have the support of the leaders of 

the mainline churches. Nor does he have their financial backing. Ninety-five percent of the Council's 
funding comes from overseas sources". On the whole, the Council of Churches is a moderate body whose 
members are drawn from established church hierarchies, firmly entrenched in the political and economic 
system. These affluent white churches have a stake in maintaining at least some semblance of the 

status quo. 


While the future looks grim for the church in South Africa, some of its most active members are still 
optimistic. Beyers Naude, a dissenting minister in the Dutch Reformed Church, admits that "the churches 
as institutions and structures will not make a meaningful contribution to liberation". However, he adds, 
"Religious organizations and individuals operating within the church will make a great contribution". 
Bishop Tutu acknowledges that "in many instances, the institutional church is part of the problem". 
However, he notes, "The whole almost always fails. Only a few make it. This has always been true." 
Many are called, but few are chosen... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on SSD II” EPS: 82.07.95 


Tne following ts excerpted from a note on the UN Second Special Sesston on Dtsarmament (SSD II), 7 June- 
10 July. It was prepared by Vtetor Hsu, New York-based staff person of the Geneva-based World Counetl 
of Churches international affairs comnisston (CCIA) for the meeting of the WCC executive committee tn 
Geneva in mid-July. 


Although it is perhaps too early at this stage to make a realistic assessment of SSD II, UN observers 
have generally attributed, with varying degrees of emphasis, the following factors to account for the 
apparent failure of SSD II: 


a) Unfavourable political climate: in contrast to a favourable domestic climate for governments to 
take imaginative and bold measures for disarmament, the SSD II negotiations were hampered by a 
resurgence of tension between East and West - a product of super power rivalry and belligerence - 
as well as by middle power defensiveness and general economic and political fear and frustration on 
the part of all governments. In addition, during the SSD II deliberations brutal wars erupted and 
cast long shadows from the tip of South America to the Middle East. Consequently, instead of serious 
negotiations acrimony and accusations dominated the normally sober debates in the UN chambers. 


b) Preference for bilateral negotiations: it is reported that the two superpowers demonstrated little 
interest in making constructive proposals for a multilateral approach to a comprehensive programme 
for disarmament. Given that they possess more than 75% of the world's nuclear arsenal, this attitude 
left many delegations frustrated and resentful. While the Geneva US/Soviet negotiations are seen to 
be critical in terms of arms control measures, several Third World delegates see no reason why a 
global disarmament programme has to wait for the results of the Geneva talks. 


c) Magnitude of Issues: although the primacy of nuclear disarmament is generally acknowledged, the 
strategies and concrete measures for achieving this objective are given different priorities by each 
political bloc. The attainment of consensus about the minimal steps for disarmament is further compli- 
cated by the linkages to other issues such as New International Economic Order, development, peace 
and security, and human rights. Moreover, the non-compliance with some of the existing international 
agreements, such as the Non-Proliferation Treaty, has not only raised questions about the sincerity 
of certain nuclear power states but also poses serious complications in the negotiations for a 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in terms of verification and strict guarantees. 


In view of the meagre achievement of SSD II - (i) reaffirmation of the Final Document of SSD I, (ii) a 
strengthening of the UN Disarmament Fellowship Programme, (iii) launching of the World Disarmament 
Campaign - it is pertinent to point out some of the implications of this failure for the United Nations. 
First of all there is likely to be a further erosion of the public confidence in the institution because 
it has not responded to international public opinion by moving beyond rhetoric to institutionalize 
important disarmament measures to prevent the dangers of nuclear war. The failure to translate wide- 
spread interest on and support for disarmament into meaningful results may well lead the public to yield 
to the temptation to discount any future participation. Secondly, the unsatisfactory outcome of SSD II 
raises doubts about using the UN as the appropriate forum for disarmament negotiations and whether the 
multilateral approach for these negotiations is a viable option. Thirdly, the consensus procedure of 
the UN has proven again to be frustratingly cumbersome and may prompt other initiatives which will have 
grave implications for the raison d'étre of the UN. 


However, there were several positive comments to be made about the holding of SSD II: It provided a focal 
point for the international community to engage in an intensive debate about and support for disarmament... 
There is heightened awareness among public opinion about the complexities and the magnitude of both the 
issues at stake and the homework which needs to be done in creating impact on the political processes 
nationally and internationally... Politicians and policy makers are forced to take into account the 

public outcry against the nuclear arms race... 


In the aftermath of SSD II, several major tasks may be identified for the churches: 


a) World Disarmament Campaign: WDC has three primary purposes: to inform, to educate and to generate 
public understanding and support for the objectives of the UN in the field of arms limitation and 
disarmament. Voluntary contributions are sought from "NGOs, foundations, and trusts, and other 
private sources". The churches may consider (i) making financial contributions to the WDC which is 
being run under the auspices of the Centre for Disarmament, (ii) seeking ways to relate directly to 
the Centre and (iii) engaging in an intensive educational programme fo their congregations. 


b) National Capitals: Churches need to encourage peace and disarmament groups in their countries to co- 
ordinate a systematic and well-informed lobbying at their capitals with a view to effectivity and to 
achieving a better understanding of the political process. At the same time the relation of power to 
military spending and systems as well as the concept of the unlimited right to wage war and use weapons 
of mass destruction must be categorically challenged. 


c) Peace and Disarmament Movements: the churches should help to foster and nurture the growing number 
of peace and disarmament movements by strengthening their activities, deepening their analysis of 
the issues and understanding of the political struggle and by promoting unity among a coalition of 
many different viewpoints. 


d) Interpretation of UN Disarmament Activities: In spite of the failure of SSD II, the churches should 
help to guard against the danger of a further erosion of public confidence in the United Nations. 
Although a certain degree of disillusionment about the institution is wholly justified, it is 
necessary to point out that world disarmament cannot be realized by the holding of a UN Special 
Session. SSD II must be seen in the context of a long and persistent struggle of the community of 
nations and of every man and woman. The UN continues to provide a focal point of debate and dialogue 
without which no agreements on effective disarmament measures may be achieved. 


EPS ig 


ECUTEXT: "Just Development for Fullness of Life: An Orthodox Approach" _ EPS:82.07.96 


The following ts excerpted from the report of a consultatton with thts theme which was held 22-30 June 
tn Ktev. Partictpants tneluded representatives of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox and Nestortan churches. 


-Those in authority should be reminded unceasingly in word and deed of their responsibility to work for 
a more just, participatory, and sustainable society, a responsibility which ultimately belongs to all 
of us as citizens. Tolerating and perpetuating the structures of injustice not only inhibits 
development, but also encourages and provokes regress. Justice is a divine demand, and we have the 
duty to seek it for all in our own time. 


The way of the gospel is not, of course, the violent overturn or change of existing economic, social 

or political structures. But the church is in the world to be a blessing, a light and an inspiration. 
While continuing in prayer and thanksgiving, the church has to offer herself, her individual members, 
but also her structures and corporate life, as an example of justice, participation, and flowing of life. 


Further, the church has to be an untiring preacher and worker for peace through justice as a primary 
pre-condition for the wholesome development of humanity, that is, a development which is both spiritual 
and material, individual and social. It is both spiritual and material because it was the good will 

of God to create human beings as a bond between spirit and matter, endowing them with the Divine image. 
It is both individual and social because we have been created in the image of God who is a communion 

of persons: the Holy Trinity. Throughout the ages, the witness to this faith has been expressed 
through service, or DIACONIA, to the neighbour and to the world. 


In defining the terms "Microdiaconia" and "Macrodiaconia", the Orthodox recognize the danger of over- 
emphasizing the difference between these two concepts. In reality, there exists only one diaconia 

in the church under two different forms: "Macrodiaconia" by and to individual members, 'Macrodiaconia" 
as service to societies and their structures. The basis for both these forms of service is agape, or 
love for God and humanity. Both Diaconias are extensions of the Eucharistic Service. Both are a 
liturgy after the liturgy. Both express the missionary task of the church. 


In different countries and societies, there may exist different forms of service. In some cases, the 
church's influence can extend to all aspects of society: social, economic, cultural, and political 
life. Each church is an agent of development in the context in which it lives and witnesses. In some 
situations, the church can be directly involved in the public and economic life of the nation. Thus, 
for example, in the Middle East, the local churches and the WCC are giving support to the suffering 
people of the region, providing financial assistance, building homes and hospitals for refugees, etc. 
In other contexts, the churches are able to serve the people by keeping homes for the aged, hospitals, 
educational institutions, etc. The church can and must contribute to the cultural life of the society. 
National Churches can be greatly enriched, for instance, by different forms of ecclesiastical art such 
as church architecture, iconography, hymnography and church music. 


It must be emphasized that the churches should continue to exert their constructive influence on the 
social, public, and cultural life of nations. In such circumstances when the churches cannot have 
direct influence, individual Christians can be the voice of the church. 


The churches have a special God-given duty to work for the realization of justice and peace, for the 
development of peoples and nations. The churches should be ready to defend human rights (freedom of 
conscience, freedom of speech, freedom of belief) and condemn their violations. 


One of the noble tasks of the church today is to work for the preservation of peace on earth. It is 
important to recognize that in its Christian sense, peace does not mean merely the absence of violence 
or open conflicts. It means peace within the heart of each human being, peace with neighbours, peace 
in society and in the whole creation. The foundation of this kind of peace is to be found in the 
reconciliation of man with Jesus Christ. It is important to recognize that Christians are not 
necessarily seeking peace at any price. Rather, they seek only that peace which is based on justice 
and on the realization of human rights. However, when conflicts arise, they are to be solved by 
peaceful means and not by violence. 


For Orthodox Christians and for Orthodox mission today, it is essential that our faith be expressed in 
everyday life as "Orthopraxia". It is our duty to participate in all aspects of society, contributing 
to just development of life. However, it is very important to remember that the salvation of human 
beings and that of the world is the ultimate mission of the church. All our development expresses, in 
an incomplete way our striving towards the Kingdom of God, which can never be fully realized in this 
world, but only in the Eschaton, the age to come. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Jesus Christ, Life, and Traditional Cultures" EPS: 82.07.97 


The following its excerpted from the report of a consultation on the theme of the 1983 World Counetl of 
Churches assembly ("Jesus Christ - The Life of the World") from the perspective of tradittonal cultures. 
The three dozen participants met in Hawatt [28 June-6 July] and ineluded representatives of Pactfte 
Islands cultures, Maori people (New Zealand), Aboriginal people (Australta), tndtgenous peoples of the 
Americas, and traditional peoples of Hawatt, the Philippines, and Indonesta. 


All the cultures that we represented see life as the Gift of God. Understanding of life in the 
traditional cultures did not simply include human or biological life. Many of our cultures saw the 

whole creation as an expression of life. The land, water, sea, air, plants, animals an humans all formed 
a unity of life in which the human life is but a part. 


Human life receives its full expression and receives its enrichment only in its natural and inalienable 
relationship to nature. This is why in most of the cultures that we represent, the land is considered 
sacred and is called "Mother Earth". The land, the rivers, the seas and the air are seen as givers 

and sustainers of life, and not as mere "physical environment" to be tampered with. Thus we recognized 
a common tradition about life that held the local and the universal, the animate and the inanimate as 

a single entity. 


More specifically, in all our traditions life is expressed in community. The tribal laws, customs, 

ceremonies and festivals all seem to have the one purpose of holding the community together. The under- 
standing of community goes well beyond the living and embraces the ancestors that have gone before, and 
in some cases, the yet unborn. The belief in the spirits in most of these cultures is to be understood 
in terms of this eagerness to hold the totality of life in harmony - the human, nature and supra-nature. 


In some cases this belief in the spirits and some of the other traditional beliefs have led to destructive 
and malign expressions. But we felt that there are within these traditions rich understandings of life 
and community that needs to be given fuller recognition than has yet been given. 


"What does Christ mean to and within these cultures?" we asked ourselves. Many themselves eriticized 
the earlier missionar outlook that rejected the traditional cultures as 'primitive', even though we 
recognized that some of the destructive aspects of our traditional cultures have been removed by the 
advent of the gospel. 


There is a need to seek to understand the persuasiveness of the old beliefs and the ways that they 
have influenced and still influence the formation of persons and their beliefs. We recognize the need 
to understand Christ from within the insights, convictions and understandings of the traditional 
cultures, so that the truth of the Christian Gospel may be built on the inner being and life of the 
people. 


When Christ is not presented within the cultural formation of the person, we tend to live, as one of 
the participants puts it, "with two heads and two hearts", one at the service of the church and one 
at the service of the traditional culture. 


Many of our cultures had concepts that can readily relate to Christ, In many ways we were able to see 
Christ as the fulfiller of some of our longings. Christ as the one who heals, as the one who reconciles, 
and as the one who gives himself for the community are images that spoke very meaningfully to us. There 
were many "salvation models", as it were, within our traditions into which Christ made much sense. He 

is the sustainer of life; he is the life giver; he is the one who gives his life for the life of the 
community. He is the one who heals, teaches and reconciles. His life stands in unity with the creatures 
and with all of life. 


Our experience of the gospel as "foreign", we recognized, had to do with the way it has been presented 

to us. The Gospel can never be foreign to us if we had used our local cultural traditions to explore 

the mystery of God and what God has done within our cultures through Christ. When understood from 
within our cultures the gospel, we recognized was truly "native". The celebration of the gospel through 
singing, dancing, chanting and through our own symbols not only help us to interiorize the gospel | 
within us, but to contextualize it and to build community within us. The rediscovery of the person 

and life of Christ within our own cultures was essential to our understanding of Christ as the life of 
the world. 
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MISSION, EVANGELISM Ecumenical Press 
AFFIRMATION OFFERED Service: 82.07.98 


GENEVA (EPS) - Inviting people to accept personally the saving lordship 

of Jesus Christ and to be guided by God's "preferential option for the poor" 
are part of a new ecumenical covenant for Christian mission suggested by a 
World Council of Churches statement. [See also EPS 82.07.107]. 


Also highlighted in the covenant statement are the need to build up new 
local congregations, the centrality of the eucharist, solidarity between 


churches separated by political boundaries, and the call to witness to all 
people. 


Entitled "Mission and Evangelism - An Ecumenical Affirmation", the statement 
was presented for adoptionto the council's central committee at its session 


here, It was approved by the WCC world mission and evangelization 
commission last May. 


It recalls that the modern ecumenical movement grew out of the church's 
conviction that Christian division impedes witness, and points to "a growing 
awareness among the churches today of the inextricable relationship... 
between ecumenism and evangelism". 


Out of their diverse experiences and traditions, churches "have learned to 
recognize each other as participants in the one worldwide missionary 
movement'', it says. This means that together "they can affirm an ecumenical 
perception of Christian mission". 


As a way of describing the "new urgency today" of evangelism, which centres 
on the call to repentance, the announcement of forgiveness,and a new start 
in relations with God and neighbours, the statement proposes a series of 
ecumenical convictions. 


On conversion, it says: "The proclamation of the gospel includes an invitation 
to recognize and accept in a personal decision the saving lordship of Christ". 
God as Father calls each of his children to "a fundamental personal act of 
allegiance", but the call to conversion should also be addressed to nations, 
groups and families ~ "to proclaim the need to change from war to peace, 

from injustice to justice, from racism to solidarity, from hate to love". 


The statement affirms the gospel for "all realms of life". It notes that 

"in some countries there is pressure to limit religion to the private life 
of the believer - to assert that freedom to believe should be enough. The 
Christian faith challenges that assumption". 


The document says the eucharist renews missionary conviction. It calls 
common witness a natural consequence of unity in Christ. It says there is 
"no other or better instrument for the fulfilment of the missionary vocation 
than the local congregation". The poor are affirmed as having a central 

role in God's evangelism. A preferential option for the poor is "a guideline 
for the priorities and behaviour of all Christians". 


On the question of witness among people of other faiths, the document says 
"Christians owe the message of God's salvation in Jesus Christ to every 
person and to every people". Urging witness that is humble, repentant, 

and joyful, it notes that Christians have often looked for the worst in 
others and passed negative judgments on their religions. It urges Christians 
to be aware of their neighbours’ deepest convictions even as they bear 
witness to Christ "who calls all persons unto himself". 
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"ALMOST THERE' ON WORLD Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL FINANCIAL HEALTH Service:82.07.99 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has recovered substantially 
from its decade-long financial crisis, closing the last fiscal year with 

a near-balanced budget and good prospects for future financial stability. 
"We're almost there", said Patrick Coidan, WCC assistant general secretary 
for administration and finance. He hopes to present a clean bill of 
financial health when the council meets for its world assembly in Canada 

a year from now. 


Members of the policy-making WCC central committee, in session here 
[19-28 July], greeted the finance report with appreciation and a measure 
of relief. The group has had economic troubles on its agenda especially 
since 1978 when foreign currency exchange rates fell dramatically and 
created serious deficits. 


A number of factors account for the relative recovery. Member churches 

have increased their contributions, the council has modified its own 

internal management policies, and some savings have been recorded in programme 
budgets. But the largest gains were attributed to factors over which the 
council has no control, namely renewed strength and stability of the US dollar 
in relation to the Swiss franc and the maintenance of high interest rates in 
the world's major financial centres. 


While the total financial position is sound, however, several factors 

continue to pose problems, the central committee's finance committee reported. 
Undesignated income used to cover general administration and some programme 
costs is undersubscribed, and Swiss inflation continues to increase the 
council's operating expenses. Budgets have also been adversely affected by 
the devaluation of other currencies in which the WCC receives income, notably 
the FRG (West German) mark, Swedish crown, French franc and British pound. 


The WCC is also still seeking SF 1.5 million from member churches and other 
sources to cover the nearly SF 7 million budget for the assembly. "I am 
very grateful for the stability we have achieved", Coidan said, ''but we 
remain vulnerable to currency fluctuations... and certainly we can't count 
on high interest rates to make up differences". 
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COMMITTEE PLENARIES Ecumenical Press 
HAVE SEVERAL FOCI Service:82.07.100 


GENEVA (EPS) - In its plenary sessions during its first week, the 1982 meeting 
of the World Council of Churches central committee highlighted several aspects 
of WCC activity. 


One session focused on the statement of theological convergence on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM) approved by the meeting of the WCC faith and 
order commission in Lima, Peru, last January [EPS 49/02]. Remarked commission 
vice-moderator John Dreschner, "If a man and a woman should look into each 
other's eyes and say what the churches... say to each other [in the BEM text], 
and not get married, one could sue for breach of promise". 


Another session brought together results to date in four areas of WCC concern 

- transnational corporations, political ethics (especially the role of "people's 
participation"), military and disarmament, and the sharing of material and 

other resources. [EPS 82.07.93,95; 82.07.33, 82.05.58, 82.03.75, 82.04.62, 
82.05.83, 82.05.62; 1981 EPS No.33, 34]. One participant, UK economics 
professor Reginald Green, said the issue of transnational corporations is 

not an abstract economic question, but ultimately about the "nature of a 

good society" and thus a priority for any church agenda. 


Another plenary included presentation to the committee for action of an 
ecumenical affirmation on mission and evangelism [82.07.98, 107]. 
Committee members also reacted to WCC General Secretary Philip Potter's 
report, in which he outlined biblical and theological bases of WCC work in 
recent years and criticized, among other things, various church structures 
as out of touch with the people, especially the poor. [EPS 82.07.68]. 


Reformed Churches in the Netherlands presbyter Marja v.d. Veen-Schenkeveld 
said it is precisely an important role of the WCC to be a "sting in the 
life of the churches". She said recent Dutch church statements and actions 
on such issues as racism and the church in solidarity with the poor were 
helped greatly by WCC work in these areas. 


Church of Norway bishop Per Lénning praised Potter's "strong and uncompromised 
answer'' to various criticsms of the WCC, including his exposition of the 
biblical and theological bases of its work. But, he said, it is important 

not to be "self-righteous" in WCC defence or to suggest that it is always a 
Situation of "people against reluctant church leaders" in support of ecumenical 
initiatives. "Self criticism is much more necessary than self defence", 

he suggested. 


[Anglican] Church of Ireland presbyter E.P.M. Elliott thanked the general 
secretary for making committee members "uncomfortable". He said he would 

not take issue with him so much as suggest different emphases. If WCC 
initiatives are "not particularly welcomed by the churches", he said, it may 

be sometimes because the churches are correct in their judgement. He 

Suggested that the status quo "is not always wrong" and cautioned against 
possible tendencies in the WCC towards "dangerous, cruel utopianism". But, 

he concluded, "Here I may be critical. At home... I defend [the WCC] like mad." 


Presbyterian Church in Trinidad and Grenada representative Dorinda Sampath 
praised Potter's emphasis on listening to the people, especially the poor. 
[US] United Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews said "some of the so-called 
hierarchical elite" have suffered for their defence of the World Council. 
And, he said, however faulty they may be, one must trust church structures. 
"This is a world council of churches, not a world council of grassroots 
Christians", he said. 
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5-CHURCH SOUTH AFRICA Ecumenical Press 
COVENANT UP FOR VOTE Service: 82.07.101 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (EPS) - The recently defeated four-church English 
covenant proposal [EPS 82.07.47, 82.07.38] is not the only one for which 
1982 is a critical year. 


Five denominations in South Africa are voting on a similar proposal at their 
general synods, assemblies, and conferences in the next months. They are 
the [Anglican] Church of the Province of South Africa, Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa, Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, Tsonga Presbyterian 
Church, and United Congregational Church of Southern Africa. 


The plan from the Church Unity Commission is a step towards possible union 
of the five. For now, the covenant would involve mutual recognition of 
ministries and membership, joint ordinations of all future ministers, and 

a commitment to coordinated and joint work, witness, and worship, including 
the establishment of united congregations. 


The covenant would be inaugurated by services of recognition and reconciliation 
to be held in various centres. Members would recognize one another by reading 
part of the covenant together and sharing with each other a sign of peace. 
Clergy would be recognized by a prayer of affirmation and the laying on of 
hands. 


Dimension, the Methodist newspaper, and Seek, the Anglican one, jointly 
published three pages of articles on the plan. They suggest it faces many 
of the same obstacles as the English proposal. 


In one,Methodist President Simon Gqubule and Anglican Archbishop 


Philip Russell question whether the proverbial "people in the pews" are 
really longing to move closer to those in other denominations. 


CUC secretary Joseph Wing says reservations about the act of recognition 
and reconciliation being seen as reordination, and Anglican reservations 
about the ordained women of other denominations, remain threats to covenant 
approval. 


Another story records opposition to the covenant from the Anglo-Catholic 
wing of South African Mglicanism, on grounds that the view of bishops 
stated or implied by CUC is inadequate. 


The issue of the alcoholic content of communion wine in joint celebrations 
of the eucharist is the subject of an article, while another quotes 
supporters of the view that "until black theological aspirations become an 
integral part of the quest for church unity, any unity achieved can mean 
nothing for blacks in the church". 
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ECUMENICAL VISITORS Ecumenical Press 
REACT TO AUSTRALIA Service: 82.07.102 


The following ts edited and excerpted from material provided by the Australian 
Counetl of Churches. 


SYDNEY (EPS) - The isolation of Australia, of Australian people and of the 
views of many people in the churches was the major insight gained by the 
recent World Council of Churches team visit to the Australian churches. 


Six people from WCC member churches .in Tanzania, India, Austria, Canada, 
Thailand and UK visited local congregations and met with church Leaders in 
six states last month [18 June - 1 July]. The team visit is one of more than 
60 being organized by the WCC in an attempt to enable local congregations to 
share in the preparations and thinking for the sixth WCC assembly to be held 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 24 July - 10 August 1983. 


"I became particularly aware of the isolation of people, as a nation and in 
their own community. People are even isolated in the suburbs where they live 
on a quarter acre block with surrounding walls" said Reinhild Traitler, an 
Austrian on the WCC staff. 


"Congregations were mostly concerned about their own problems" commented 
Stanley Samartha (Church of South India). "Their understanding of other 
cultures, histories and faiths was nil" he said. On several occasions after 
he spoke, the first question generally related to the problems of poverty 
and hunger in India. 


"People were only interested in the physical needs of our countries" » he 
continued. "There was no interest in the culture, social, religious or 
political life of our people" he said. 


Gladys Chiwanga, [Anglican] Church of the Province of Tanzania, travelled with 
Samartha in New South Wales and Queensland and her experiences were similar. 
Chiwanga would speak about her country, "but the question always was ‘How do 
you use the aid we send you?'" she said. "Aid is not the most important thing. 
We want to share more with the churches in Australia. How do we work together 
as Christians?" she asked. 


A second key insight to emerge from the visit was the longing of people around 
Australia for a more satisfying community life. "Everywhere we went, people 
talked about the tensions in their community life - divorce, family life, 
youth unemployment, youth suicides, the meaning of sex and sexuality in this 
situation," Samartha said. 


For English Anglican deacon Carl Kuusk, the visit to South Australia and 
Western Australia was like "a mirror being held up to my face, I saw a 
reflection of the church in my own society". "I saw a very comfortable church, 
both in affluence and in attitudes - where people seemed to have retreated into 
a cosy spirituality," he said. 


Canadian Greek Orthodox Bishop Sotirios was puzzled why the mass media showed 
no interest in the visit. "Is it because they don't take the work of the 
churches seriously or is it that there is simply no interest in ecumenism?" 
he asked. 


The team recognized how superficial their impressions may be, but discussion 
with other church leaders gathered in Brisbane prior to the Australian Council 
of Churches general meeting to hear from the team tended to confirm the 
impressions gained. 

EPS 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
SUPPORTS ABORIGINES Service: 82.07.103 


BRISBANE, Queensland, Australia (EPS) - The general meeting of the Australian 
Council of Churches, here [2-6 July], has urged Australian federal government 
efforts to avoid confrontations with Aboriginal representatives during the 
Commonwealth Games, beginning here in late September. 


The meeting "rejected any use of violence as a means of solving social 
problems", supported rights of peaceful protest, "deplored any exercise of 
special police powers" which may deny those rights or "have the counter- 
productive effect of inciting violence". 


The games are to be a focus of protest by Aborigines in connection with their 
efforts to secure land rights and other changes in government policy towards 
them. The general meeting passed several other related resolutions on 
Aboriginal issues, the churches and the Queensland state government. It 

also heard requests from Aboriginal representatives for church support for 
their protests, which, they stressed, are intended to be peaceful. 


In other action, the meeting accepted the Catholic and Apostolic Assyrian 
Church of the East, a Nestorian denomination, as its 13th member, and 
established a faith and order commission (to which ACC non-members - Baptist, 
Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Presbyterian - are to be asked to appoint 
members or observers). 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.07.104-106 


82.07.104: Lefebvre-retirement 
Traditionalist Roman Catholic Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre says he will step 


down as head of his movement in September, the Swiss news agency ATS reported. 
He also said he will not take part in the consecration of any bishops, though 
he will continue to be "available for ordinations" despite a Vatican ban on 
his activities since 1976. 


82.07.105: Latin Amertca-Evangelteals 
The Wheaton, Illinois, US-based World Evangelical Fellowship reports formation 


of the Confraternity of Evangelicals in Latin America, a grouping of 98 
denominations and other church organizations in the region. The founding 
meeting was earlier this year in Panama. 


82.07.106: Lutheran-charismatic 


A gathering of 31 Lutheran theologians and pastoral leaders from 10 countries 
spent a week last month [15-22 June] working on what they plan as a compre- 
hensive statement on theological and pastoral perspectives on the charismatic 
movement in Lutheranism. Another consultation on it is scheduled for October 
1983. Among the areas to be addressed in the document are the legitimacy of 
the renewal movement within Lutheran theology and tradition, its continuity 
with past church renewal, the contention that without charismatic renewal 
Lutheran churches do not realize the fullness of faith, and differences of 
position between Lutheran charismatics and Pentecostals. 


ECUTEXT: "Mission and Evangelism - an Ecumenical Affirmation" EPS: 82.07.107 


The fotlowing ts excerpted from a docwnent approved by the WCC commission on world misston and evangelism 
Ae wa 7 


in May 1982. [See also 82.07.78]. 


Ecumenical Convictions: 


In the ecumenical discussions and experience, churches with their diverse confessions and traditions 
and in their various expressions as parishes, monastic communities, religious orders, etc. have 
learned to recognize each other as participants in the one worldwide missionary movement. Thus, 
together, they can affirm an ecumenical perception of Christian mission expressed in the following 
convictions under which they covenant to work for the kingdom of God. 


Conversion 


The proclamation of the gospel includes an invitation to recognize and accept in a personal decision 
the saving lordship of Christ. It is the announcement of a personal encounter, mediated by the Holy 
Spirit, with the living Christ, receiving his forgiveness and making a personal acceptance of the call 
to discipleship and a life of service. God addresses himself specifically to each of his children, 

as well as to the whole human race. ' 


While the basic experience of conversion is the same, the awareness of an encounter with God revealed 
in Christ, the concrete occasion of this experience and the actual shape of the same differs in terms 
of our personal situation. Conversion happens in the midst of our historical reality and incorporates 
the totality of our life, because God's love is concerned with that totality. Jesus' call is an 
invitation to participate in his servant body, to share with him in the struggle to overcome sin, 
poverty and death. 


The call to conversion, as a call to repentance and obedience, should also be addressed to nations, 
groups and families. To proclaim the need to change from war to peace, from injustice to justice, 
from racism to solidarity, from hate to love is a witness rendered to Jesus Christ and to his kingdom. 


The Gospel to all Realms of Life 


In the Bible, religion was never limited to the temple or isolated from daily life (Hosea 6:4-6; 
Isaiah 58:6-7). The teaching of Jesus on the kingdom of God is a clear reference to God's loving 
lordship over all human history. We cannot limit our witness to a supposedly private area of life. 
The lordship of Christ is to be proclaimed to all realms of life. 


In the fulfilment of its vocation, the church is called to announce Good News in Jesus Christ, 
forgiveness, hope, a new heaven and a new earth; to denounce powers and principalities, sin and 
injustice; to console the widows and orphans, healing, restoring the brokenhearted; and to celebrate 
life in the midst of death. In carrying out these tasks, churches may meet limitations. constraints, 
even persecution from prevailing powers which pretend to have final authority over the life and 
destiny of people. 


In some countries there is pressure to limit religion to the private life of the believer - to assert 

that freedom to believe should be enough. The Christian faith challenges that assumption. The church 
claims the right and the duty to exist publicly - visibly - and to address itself openly to issues of 

human concern. 


The Church and its Unity in God's Mission 


To receive the message of the kingdom of God is to be incorporated into the body of Christ, the Church, 
the author and sustainer of which is the Holy Spirit. The churches are to be a sign for the world. 
They are to intercede as he did, to serve as he did. Thus Christian mission is the action of the body 
of Christ in the history of humankind ~ a continuation of Pentecost. 


The celebration of the eucharist is the place for the renewal of the missionary conviction at the 
heart of every congregation. The eucharist is bread for a missionary people. We acknowledge with 
deep sorrow the fact that Christians do not join together at the Lord's table. This contradicts God's 
will and impoverishes the body of Christ. The credibility of our Christian witness is at stake. 


It is at the heart of Christian mission to foster the multiplication of local congregations in every 
human community. This task of sowing the seed needs to be continued until there is, in every human 
community, a cell of the kingdom, a church confessing Jesus Christ and in his name serving his 
people. The building up of the Church in every place is essential to the gospel. 


Mission in Christ's Way 


Our obedience in mission should be patterned on the ministry and teaching of Jesus. He gave his love 
and his time to all people. He spent long hours in prayer and lived in dependence on and willing 
obedience to God's will. An imperialistic crusader's spirit was foreign to him. Churches are free to 
choose the ways they consider best to announce the gospel to different people in different circumstances. 
But these options are never neutral. Every methodology illustrates or betrays the gospel we announce. 

In all communications of the gospel, power must be subordinated to love. 


Often, the primary confessors are precisely the non-publicized, unsensational people who gather together 
steadfastly in small caring communities, whose life prompts the question: "What is the source of the 
Meaning of your life? What is the power of your powerlessness?", giving the occasion to name THE NAME. 
Shared experiences reveal how often Christ is confessed in the very silence of a prison cell or of a 
restricted but serving, waiting, praying church. 
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ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" EPS: 82.07.108 


Convening of the UN General Assembly here from 7 June to 10 July for its Second Special Session on 
Disarmament (SSD-II) aroused an intense response from the religious community. But the response was 
directed almost exclusively to the opening of the session, and intensity seemed to evaporate after 
the delegates actually got down to work. 


Churches and other religious groups not only supported the mass demonstration in Central Park on 

12 June, but also held many events of their own. The largest was an interreligious service on 11 June, 
that packed the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine. Also notable was a large, lengthy and 
fervent Roman Catholic rally, with eucharist celebrated by three bishops in the evening of 12 June. 
Participants endorsed civil disobedience, and some of them put their principles into practice 14 June, 
by joining roups that blockaded UN embassies of the five major nuclear powers and got arrested. 


After demanding action from the UN, however, the general public did not stay around to see what the 

UN would do. The zeal that brought a half million people to Central Park did not suffice to fill the 
few hundred seats allotted visitors to SSD-II. Churches and other NGOs (non-governmental organizations 
got two days (24-25 June) to present their views, and brought in several speakers of note to address 

an almost empty hall. Given UN habits, it was perhaps inevitable that most delegate seats would 

remain empty those days, but the visitors' section could have been filled to give the speakers and 

the UN community a sense that somebody did care. Many of the half million came from a distance and 
had to return home, but New Yorkers, too, apparently lost interest. The local press gave no coverage 
to the NGO speakers, nor did they attempt to enhance their public impact by holding press conferences. 


As the UN talked of disarmament and wars proceeded, church leaders here said little about the Falklands/ 
Malvinas but entered into the debate on Lebanon, ominous for new tensions it brought Christian-Jewish 
relations. Though dissent came from many individual Jews, the major Jewish organizations, all based in 
New York, gave Israel full backing. Archbishop John Roach, president of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, and Cardinal Terence Cooke, president of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association, 
quickly called for an Israeli withdrawal. But the Synagogue Council of America, representing Reform, 
Conservative and Orthodox Judaism, labelled their statement "simplistic" for not also urging PLO and 
Syrian withdrawal. It declared, "In responding to attacks and terrorist actions, Israel is acting 

as a nation obliged to do so in defence of the rights of its own citizens and of its national future" 


Jewish relations with the National Council of Churches (NCC), long under strain, sank further when 
the NCC adopted a new policy statement on the Middle East in 1980. Although it endorsed Israel's 
right to exist "as a Jewish state", and said the PLO must do likewise, it angered Jews by also 
asserting that Israel must accept the PLO as a participant in peace negotiations. After the invasion 
of Lebanon, William Howard, 1979-81 NCC president, wrote an open letter to Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin recalling a visit to him at the time the NCC had the statement under consideration, 
deploring the invasion as Israel's “darkest hour" and urging Begin to "stop the senseless bombing". 


For the numberous Christians of like mind, dialogue may become more difficult with Jews such as 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committee. In a radio 
commentary delivered from Israel, he said the conflict had "demonstrated Israel's military genius", 
"proved the decisive superiority of American military technology over that of Russia" and "given a 
reeling setback to international terrorism". 


Christian-Jewish relations were not helped either when 16 members of the Jewish Defense League took 
over the World Council of Churches office here on 19 May, and held it until they were arrested by 
police. They were demanding that the WCC censure Billy Graham for his statements in Moscow. 


Meanwhile, some moves towards Christian unity are visible here. United Presbyterian officials expect 
that the required two-thirds of their 151 presbyteries will accept a plan of union with the [Southern] 
Presbyterian Church in the US. But whether the necessary three-fourths of its 60 presbyteries will 
approve, they still wonder. The plan - a mending of a Civil War split - won overwhelming approval 

by the general assemblies of both churches in June. 


A warming of relations among US Orthodox bodies is reported by Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos, 
chairman of the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the America (SCOBA). Some lack of cordiality, 
he says, marked relations after the Moscow Patriarchate in 1970 gave autocephaly to its jurisdiction 
here and it took the name of Orthodox Church in America - presumptuously, other Orthodox felt. But 

now, Ilakovos says, SCOBA is being "revitalized" and more unity of action is in prospect. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
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"ASSEMBLY BRIEFING (1)" EPS: 62.07.109 


A year from now, the stxth assembly of the World Council of Churches ts 
scheduled to be underway. Constttuttonally, the assembly ts the "supreme 
legislative body governing" the WCC, meeting about every seven years. It 
chooses from among tts membershtp up to 145 to serve on a central committee 
whteh meets annually tn the years between assemblies. But an assembly mtght 
more aptly be desertbed as a famtly gathering of the world church, a time 

for tts representatives to come together, look at where tt has been, consider 
where tt ts gotng, and revtew tssues confronting tt now and tn the years 
ahead. From time to time tn the next year, EPS wtll provide tnformatton 
about the assembly meant to be of spectal use to journalists. 


Date: 24 July - 10 August 1983 
Place; Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
Theme: "Jesus Christ -- the Life of the World" 


Sub-Themes: ULite, sareirtcor Cod: 
"Life confronting and overcoming death" 
"Life in its fullness" 
"Life in unity" 

Issues: "Witnessing in a Divided World" 
"Taking Steps towards Unity" 
"Moving towards Participation" 
"Healing and Sharing Life in Community" 
"Confronting Threats to Peace and Survival" 
"Struggling for Justice and Human Dignity" 
"Learning in Community" 
"Communicating with Conviction" 
(Two more to be added) 


Previous 
Assemblies: 1948, Amsterdam, Netherlands 


1954, Evanston, Illinois, USA 
1961, New Delhi, India 

1968, Uppsala, Sweden 

1975, Nairobi, Kenya 


Cost: The assembly's budget is SF 6.9 million. This includes some 
subsidies for participants from churches which need assistance 
with travel costs, but it does not include travel costs paid 
directly by member churches. Nor does it include the value of 
donated goods and services. 


Delegates: Up to 930, 85% elected directly by member churches, 15% elected 
by member churches after nomination by the central committee. 
The 15% category is meant to mitigate disproportions in the 85% 
category in terms of, among other things, confessional, lay, 


female, and youth representation. 


Attendance: 


Accreditation: 


Worship: 


About 4,000 total estimated, including delegates, journalists, 
accredited visitors, representatives of non-member churches, 
representatives of other Christian organizations, special 
guests, WCC staff, translators and interpreters, stewards, etc. 


Journalists should contact the WCC Communication Department, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, except those from 

the US or Canada. US requests should go to the US WCC office, 
475 Riverside Drive (Room 1062), New York, NY 10115. 

Canadian journalists should contact the Assembly Media 
Coordinating Committee, 85 St. Clair Avenue East, Toronto, 
Ontario M4T 1M8, 


An Assembly Worship Committee has been formed. Its members 
come from FRG, Canada, Argentina, US, Cameroon, and India, 
and whose denominational backgrounds are Lutheran, Eastern 
Orthodox, Methodist, Anglican, Reformed, and United. Among 
its decision and actions so far: 


1) A tent is to be set up as a permanent and distinct place 
for assembly worship. 


2) The closing service is to include foot washing as a sign 
of humility and servanthood. 


3) Recordings of new hymns prepared for the assembly are to 
be distributed ahead of time to allow assembly participants 
to become familiar with them. 


4) The committee agreed on an order for daily worship at 
the assembly which minimizes the need for translations. 


5) The committee is compiling an assembly worship book to 
include prayers, affirmations, litanies, intercessions, 
poems and other written and artistic material related to 
the theme and sub-themes. It is also to include a 
selection of liturgical music - canons, acclamations, 
responses, and new hymns from around the world. The 
basic hymnbook, however, is to be the ecumenical Cantate 
Domino. 
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(2818): 
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NTRAL COMMITTEE 1982 [This EPS; also 82.07.41, 68] 


817): Committee members vote. Three of the six WCC presidents are in the first row 
(left to right): T.B. Simatupang (Indonesia), Cynthia Wedel (US), José Miguez- 
Bonino (Argentina). 

818): Seated is committee moderator Ted Scott (Canada). Standing (left to right) are 
vice-moderator Jean Skuse (Australia), WCC deputy general secretary Konrad Raiser, 
and WCC general secretary Philip Potter. 

819): The first WCC general secretary, W.A. Visser 'T Hooft,chats with committee member 
Harry Ashmall (UK, Scotland). 

820): Two East European committee members discuss a point: Metropolitan Nicolae (left, 

_ Romanian Orthodox) and Bishop Tibor Bartha (Hungarian Reformed). 
otos: WCC (M.van Appelghem) 


KAMPUCHEA 


(2812): Bicycle repair shop, Siem Reap. 

(2813): Market scene, Krakor. 

(2814): Children in Phnom Penh. 

(2815): The director of restoration at 
the ancient Angkor temples looks 
at statues damaged during the 
Pol Pot regime. 

(2816): A crocodile crop is part of an 
agricultural programme in Siem 
Reap. 


Photos: WCC (Helmut Reuschle) 


(2816) 


(2815) 


Unless otherwise spectfied, photos tn Photo Otkoumene are avatlable from the World Coune 


of Churches (Photo Seetton), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Prices are avatlable on request 
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82.08.01 World Council: end West Beirut siege 
82.08.02 Visitors describe ‘absurdity, scandal, and horror' in Beirut 
82.08.03 WCC committee okays 2 public statements 
82.08.04 Three new members for World Council 
82.08.05 Staff cut at Pacific @hurches conference 
82.08.06 Media and Third World people church consultation theme 
82.08.07 US church reps critique Reader's Digest article 
82.08.08 November inauguration set for Latin American council 
82.08.09 2000 Norwegians at church days 
82.08.10 Delegation "snubbed' by Lesotho council 
82.08.11 ECUPOINTS (through 82.08.16) 
11: Anglican-Orthodox 12: Denmark-radio 
13: Denmark-peace 14: US-ad 
15: Runcie-Falklands/Malvinas 16: GDR-Luther 
82.08.17 ECUTEXTS (through 82.08.19) 
17: "A Church Agenda on Transnational Corporations" 
18: "Nuclear Issues for the Church" 
19: "Mission & Evangelism - An Ecumenical Affirmation" 
82.08.20 ECUVIEW: "Reflecting on the Falklands/Malvinas Crisis" 


Also tn thts EPS: 


RECENT WCC PUBLICATIONS: other stde of thts sheet 
SUM OF THE NEWS: other stde of thts sheet 
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Handbook of Member Churches of the World Counetl of Churches: 
("a handy compenstum of tmportant tnformatton on churches, 
nattonal and regional ecounetls of churches and Chrtsttan 
world communtons" edtted by Ans J. van der Bent) - SF 29.50, 
US$ 14.95, UKE 7.50. 


The Softa Consultatton: Orthodox Involvement in the World Counctl 
of Churches: (report on a meeting tn May 1981, edited by Todor Sabev) - 
SESISMEOU NUE Se Owe oe, UKENS. oC: 


Fatth & Order Paper No.113: "Towards Vistble Untty" (study papers 
and reports of the 1982 meeting of the Fatth & Order Commtsston) - 


SF 19.90, US$ 9.95, UKE 5.70. 


CCIA Background Information 1982/2: "Invaston of Lebanon: Chrtstran 


Response tn Face of the Threat to Lebanese and Palesttntan Extstence" 
(ine luding eompt lattons of Chrtsttan -reacttong. tn Lebanon, 

statements by churches and eewnentcal organtzattons worldwide, 

and htstorteal perspectives and analyses) - SF 5. US$ 2.50. 


AX 


SUM OF THE NEWS: 


01: The WCC central committee calls for the "tmmedtate Itfting of the 
stege on West Betrut" and condemns the "Israeli tnvaston of 
Lebanese terrttory”. 


02: After a weeklong pastoral vtstt to Lebanon a member of a four- 
person tnternattonal ecumentcal team desertbes Betrut as a 
"concentration of absurdity, scandal, and horror”. 


03: The WCC central committee approves statements on the recent UN 
dtsarmament sesston and "extrajudtctal executtons". 


04: Three more denomtnattons - Finntsh. Orthodox, Tanzantan Moravian, 
and Indtan Methodist - jotn the WCC. 


05: The executive committee of the Pactfte Conference of Churches cuts 
the PoCwetalf te pour: 


06: Medta and Third World people is the topte of a two-day US ehurch 
consultatton. 


07: Ten US church representatives erttictze an article in the August 
Reader's Digest crtttcal of the WCC. 


08: The Latin American Counctl of Churches prepares for tts inauguration 
tn November. 


09: Norway's Church Days attract 2,000 to a vartety of events. 


10: A delegatton from the All Africa Conference of Churches constders 
ttself snubbed by leaders of the Chrtsttan Counctl of Lesotho. 


WORLD COUNCIL: END Ecumenical Press 

WEST BEIRUT SIEGE SERN tRane =O 

GENEVA (EPS) - The policy-making central committee of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting here [19-28 July], has demanded the "immediate lifting of 
the [Israeli] siege on West Beirut", and condemned the "Israeli invasion of 
Lebanese territory". 


The committee action came after more than two hours of debate on a document 
which includes a summary of a report by a three-person international ecumenical 
team which made a weeklong pastoral visit to Lebanon [EPS 82.08.02] 


The WCC recommendations call "the recovery of Lebanese territorial integrity... 
a key to peace and justice in the region" with the withdrawal of "all foreign 
forces" necessary to accomplish this. Besides the newly arrived Israelis, 
Syrian and Palestinian forces have long been operating in Lebanon. 


The document "protests the actions of the Israeli forces in barring free 
access of international humanitarian agencies to places of detention of 
prisoners and refugee relocation centres, as well as the interdiction of 
basic necessities destined for the victims". 


It calls for the "resolution of the Palestinian question on the basis of 

the Palestinians' right for self-determination including the rach kot 
establishing a sovereign Palestinian state". It also asks "initiatives 

for a just, comprehensive settlement in the Middle East, by which the rights 
of Lebanon, Israel and other states of the region to live in peace within 
secure and recognized boundaries are guaranteed". 


WCC member churches are asked to do six things, including "to help mobilize 
international public opinion" on the Lebanon situation, to assist Lebanese 
churches and the Middle East Council of Churches in aid and reconciliation 
efforts, to "support those in Israel who are working for a just peace in 

the area", and to pray for the "Lebanese, Palestinian and Israeli peoples". 


Much of the debate concerned the extent to which the statement should 
concentrate on the recent Israeli action and the impressions of the visiting 
team, or also include references to actions over the years by the Palestinians 
and Syrians. 


In a 48-43 vote, with seven abstentions, the committee substituted the 
language about Palestinian self-determination including the right of 
establishing a Palestinian state for proposed language, "to seek actively 
the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state". 


In another change, it was agreed to modify the description of the Israeli 
warfare as "directed especially against the refugee camps" with the clause, 
"even though the intention may have been to destroy the forces of the PLO". 


The statement was voted on in several parts. There were a few abstentions 
or negative votes on some of them. 


EPS 


VISITORS DESCRIBE ‘ABSURDITY, Ecumenical Press 
SCANDAL, AND HORROR' IN BEIRUT Service:82.08.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - West Beirut, according to the president of the French Protestant 
Federation just back from a weeklong ecumenical pastoral visit to Lebanon, is 
a "concentration of absurdity, scandal, and horror". 


Jacques Maury and his colleagues on the visit - Lutheran Archbishop of Uppsala 
Olof Sundby (primate of the Church of Sweden and one of six World Council of 
Churches presidents), Eastern Orthodox Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh (Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America), and WCC Middle East secretary 
Ghassan Rubeiz - reported to a session of the WCC central Committee, meeting 
here [19-28 July]. 


Maury described the people of Lebanon as "exhausted, despairing, divided". 
Having suffered from Palestinian and Syrian forces, he said, Lebanon is now 
invaded by the Israelis, "transformed so soon after the Holocaust into an 
imperialist and dominating power". 


The French church leader noted "incredible contrasts" in the area, with 
life 10 kilometres north of the affected city continuing in the style of 
a holiday resort. In the city itself, however, blood, milk, petrol, and 
water are in short supply. 


Uncertainty about Israel's possible final assault on the city means "suspense 
is absolutely intolerable", Maury said. He called that a kind of "moral and 
psychological torture", and voiced fears that in the end Beirut would be like 
the battle of Stalingrad in World War II - house-to-house fighting, 100,000 
dead, and a "haggard horde of mad survivors". 


Rubeiz described parts of Beirut as a "ghost town'', with the destruction in 
some places resembling a "mini-Hiroshima". He said Israeli authorities are 
impeding the follow of relief supplies. 


Maximos reported that some church representatives blame the presence of the 
Palestinians for provoking the Israeli action, and that in general Christian 
leaders call for the removal of all foreign forces - Israeli, Syrian, and 
Palestinian. Rubeiz said the Palestinians "are being scapegoated by a segment 
of Lebanese society", who are happy that Israel has "solved the Palestinian 
problem". 


Among his other observations, Rubeiz, who is Lebanese, said that as a result 
of being so tired and demoralized by the situation, some Lebanese are willing 
to accept "unjust temporary solutions". He said few Lebanese he met during 
the week have a "balanced perspective" which takes account of Lebanese 
domestic divisions, Israeli "hegemony", Arab "intrigues" and superpower 
Manoevering as factors in the current crisis. 


He did note among "signs of hope" in the crisis a decline in Christian-Muslim 
sectarianism and hostility. 


Sundby said "realistic" might be the best way to describe the church leaders 
the group met, rather than "optimistic" or "pessimistic". The people, he 
said, "seem to be demoralized but looking for signs of hope". He added that 
many express bitterness that Lebanon is suffering because of a problem that 
concerns the whole region. The churches, he said, should help shine the 
"searchlight of public world opinion" on the situation, especially with 
regard to lifing the Israeli blockade. 


The visitors brought back a letter from Middle East Council of Churches leaders. 
It reiterated the desire for the "withdrawal of all foreign forces" and 
recognition of the "rights of all the peoples concerned". 


EPS 


WCC COMMITTEE OKAYS Ecumenical Press 
2 PUBLIC STATEMENTS Service: 82.08.03 


GENEVA (EPS) - The 140-member, policy-making central committee of the World 
Council of Churches has unanimously approved public statements on the recent 
UN disarmament session (SSD2) and "extrajudicial executions" - government -— 
encouraged murders by agents acting "unofficially." 


The SSD2 statement calls the "failure" of the five-week session, which 
ended 10 July, "deeply disappointing and...cause for alarm." Among 

several causes, it lists "the recent inflation of bellicose rhetoric...from 
some capitals" and the lack of opportunity for countries other than the 

two superpowers to be involved in serious disarmament negotiations. 


Among its recommendations, the statement urges churches to cooperate 
wherever possible with the World Disarmament Campaign launched by SSD2. 
It also urges them to cooperate with the "growing number of peace and 
disarmament movements in different parts of the world to mobilize a 
forceful world public opinion." 


Notwithstanding the "disappointing results" of SSD2, the UN is described 

as "central to realizing global aspirations for peace and disarmament." 
Governments are urged to negotiate effectively "toward general and complete 
disarmament" and people are urged to pray for peace. 


The statement on extrajudicial executions observes that "all politically 
motivated killings, whether or not carried out by governments directly or 
by individuals, groups or organizations are reprehensible and deserve the 
strongest condemnation. But," it continues, "what makes extrajudicial 
executions so scandalous is the culpability cf authoritative organs of 
government, whose rightful task is the protection of all its citizens." 


In its condemnation of the practice, the statement welcomes the role of 
national and international groups in the documentation and investigation of 
the phenomenon. It makes 13 recommendations to churches and individual 
Christians to help publicize and combat the practice. 


In a third action related to international issues, the committee instructed 
the WCC anti-racism programme (PCR) and international affairs commission 
(CCIA) to investigate the recent proposal by South Africa to turn over 
portions of its territory to neighbouring Swaziland. That would also make 
800,000 black South Africans Swazi citizens. PCR and CCIA are to offer 
information and advice to the WCC and its member churches on possible 
protest action. 


In another action, the committee asked the WCC staff to provide information 
to member churches about the Malvinas/Falklands controversy between the UK 
and Argentina in the South Atlantic. During the central committee, 
representatives of churches in the two countries met privately and found what 
British Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Morgan called "wide 
areas" of agreement. Nonetheless, noted WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, 
though the hostilities are over, the "basic issues remain unrésolved" [See 
EPS 82.08.20]. cag. 


EPS 


THREE NEW MEMBERS Ecumenical Press 
FOR WORLD COUNCIL Service: 82.08.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - Membership of the World Council of Churches has expanded to 
304 with the acceptance by the WCC central committee of three new churches 
whose membership numbers almost 800,000. 


The three are the Orthodox Church of Finland, the Methodist Church in India 
and the Joint Board of the Moravian Church in Tanzania. The Methodist Church 
in Samoa, formerly an associate member of the WCC, was also accepted into 
full membership, having passed the 25,000 minimum membership needed. 


The Orthodox Church of Finland has a membership of 58,500. It is one of 
Finland's two established churches along with the Lutheran Church. 


The Methodist Church in India was inaugurated last year following its 
independence from the United Methodist Church in the USA. Its membership 
totals about 600,000 and its ministry is conducted in 15 different languages 
throughout the country. 


The Joint Board of the Moravian Church in Tanzania represents three churches 
with their own constitutions working in three regions of the country. With 
a membership of more than 113,000, the Tanzanian Moravians form the largest 
national grouping of Moravians in the world. 


The central committee also accepted requests for affiliation by two national 
councils - the United Christian Council in Sierra Leone and the Council of 
Churches in Namibia. The Sierra Leone council includes 12 denominations, 
the Namibian six. 


Among other actions, the committee: 


- Urged WCC member churches to "enable the widest possible involvement 
of the whole people of God at all levels of church life in the 
spiritual process of receiving" the 1982 Lima international 
theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
[EPS 49/02]. 


- Asked development of plans for a Fifth World Conference of Faith 
and Order, approximately in 1987. The last such conference was in 
Montreal in 1963. 


- Approved an ecumenical affirmation on mission and evangelism 
[EPS 82.07.98, 107; 82.08. 19] 


- Urged churches to take "clear positions" on various issues related 
to nuclear weapons [EPS 82.08.18] 


- Called on churches to take various actions regarding transnational 
corporations [EPS 82.08.17]. 


EPS 


STAFF CUT AT PACIFIC Ecumenical Press 
CHURCHES CONFERENCE Service: 82.08.05 


SUVA, Fiji (EPS) - The executive committee of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches has decided to reduce PCC staff to four - general secretary, 
assistant general secretary, treasurer, typist - effective 18 September. 


A letter from Jabez Leslie Bryce, Mglican Bishop in Polynesia and PCC 


chairman, said the decision was taken after a review of PCC aims, finances, 
and current staffing. 


PCC General Secretary Baiteke Nabetari, who began work early this year, is 

to be retained. The PCC has also had full-time executive staff to coordinate 
communications, Christian education, chaplaincy, church and society, family 
life, and research activities. 


The Bryce letter says the executive committee decided "to make a new start 
and do away with the present structure. The respective programmes have 
outlived their effective significance, because churches in the Pacific 

today are ssuming more and more the role of PCC in many fields. We agreed", 
it continues, "that finances do matter in examining our priorities so that 
we work according to what is realistic, and what we can afford". 


In a memo to the staff, the executive committee said in its new form, the 
four-person PCC secretariat is to "become a living link for facilitating 
the sharing of resources available in each church". As a "clearing house", 
it is also to "give greater promotion of the local churches and national 
councils of churches to be the church in their respective places. The 
emphasis is put on a staff with "special, dedicated and pastoral qualities". 
Staff reduction is also to “ensure that we become less dependent on outside 
resources". 


The 1980 PCC budget was F$ 726,449. Its membership of 31 jurisdictions 
including 11 Roman Catholic dioceses. 


EPS 
MEDIA AND THIRD WORLD PEOPLE Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH CONSULTATION THEME Service: 82.08.06 
NEW YORK (EPS) - "The media are potentially one of the greatest threats to 


the survival of Third World people, outside of the nuclear arms race", 
declared Kenyon Burke, executive of the church and society division of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 


Burke made his comment in welcoming about 75 mostly black, Hispanic, and 
Asian-American participants to a "Third World Consultation on Racism in the 
Media", here [14-15 July]. He added that Third World people face two kinds 
of problems in media portrayals - stereotypes and omissions. 


Another speaker, Eldridge Spearman, press assistant to Walter Faunteroy, 
delegate of the US federal district in the US Congress, spoke of "attempts 
to diminish black political power... by media not telling about or mis- 
representing the actions of black leaders". 


Black television producer Gil Noble said US media use "all kinds of false 
images to disorient Third World people, to turn us against each other... 

The media have put out images that have rendered our young people unable to 
respect themselves, their parents and communities or to organize to do battle 
against the forces that enslave us", he added. 


Besides the NCC racial justice department, the Council on Interracial Books 
for Children, the YWCA, and the World Council of Churches Programme to 
Combat Racism were involved in sponsoring the consultation. 

EPS 


Ecumenical Press 


US CHURCH REPS CRITIQUE 
Q Service:82.08.07 


READER'S DIGEST ARTICLE 


GENEVA (EPS) - Ten US representatives, here in connection with the 1982 
meeting of the World Council of Churches central committee [19-28 July] have 
described an article on the WCC in the August issue of Reader's Digest as 
"biased and unfairly negative... unsubstantiated by facts and contrary to 
the realities we have personally experienced". 


The article, "Karl Marx or Jesus Christ", is particularly critical of the 
WCC Programme to Combat Racism and says that membership of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in the WCC "effectively neutralizes WCC criticism of 
socialist countries". 


The US church people say the article uses demeaning*phrases, "superficial 
stereotypes and code-words which obscure the rich Christian community that 
we experience" in the WCC. "To dismiss our friends and colleagues as ‘anti- 
western’, ‘anti-capitalist', 'Marxist', 'leftist', etc. is to do them an 
injustice", they add. 


The ten contrast the article's suggestion that the WCC's "initial goal of 
Christian unity withered over the years" with the international, theological 
consensus text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry which came before the 
committee. It, they say, "affirms that on these central matters of faith 
we are now closer together than the churches have been for centuries". 


The group pledges itself to "respond immediately and directly to all questions 
and concerns raised in the minds of our members" by the Digest's "distortions". 
Signing the statement were John Allin, presiding bishop, Episcopal Church; 
Arie Brouwer, general secretary, Reformed Church in America; Robert Campbell, 
general secretary, American Baptist Churches; Paul Crow, ecumenical officer, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); James Crumley, [presiding] bishop, 
Lutheran Church in America; John Groenfeldt, president of the northern 
provincial elders conference, Moravian Church in America; Robert Huston, 
ecumenical officer, United Methodist Church; John Meyendorff, theologian, 
Orthodox Church in America; Avery Post, president, United Church of Christ; 
and William P. Thompson, stated clerk, United Presbyterian Church. 


EPS 


NOVEMBER INAUGURATION SET Ecumenical Press 
FOR LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL Service: 82.08.08 


LIMA, Peru (EPS) - The official inauguration of the Latin American Council of 
Churches (CLAI) is set for 16 November, here. After decades of discussion 
and proposal, CLAI (in formation) was established in 1978. 


CLAI groups 110 denominations and ecumenical organizations in Latin America, 
including Pentecostal, Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, Reformed, Nazarene, 
Quaker, Baptist, and Qthodox bodies. 


Administratively, CLAI is to be divided into six sub-regions. Its main 

areas of concern are mission and evangelization, social action and development, 
promotion and stewardship, relief and pastoral care in disaster areas and 
situations, and special concerns of women and children. In all, it is meant 

to encourage Christian engagement in the Latin American context and promote 
Christian unity on the continent. 


EPS 


2000 NORWEGIANS Ecumenical Press 
AT CHURCH DAYS Service: 82.08.09 


TRONDHEIM, Norway (EPS) - God offers future and hope even in our threatening 
time. That was the message close to 2,000 people brought back from Norske 
Kirkedager 1982 (Norwegian Church Days), here in Norway's old church capital 
[7-11 July]. With a spectrum of services, Bible studies, stage events, small 
groups, and plenaries, the theme had come a long way since it was first taken 
down by the prophet Jeremiah: "I will give you future and hope”. 


And they must have been tears of hope and joy people were wiping away as they 
left Nidaros Cathedral, after watching the mystery play written for the 
occasion: "Jeremiah - a play of hope and future". Written by pastor and 
author Eyvind Skeie and organist and composer Trond Kverno, and - performed 
by leading Norwegian actors, it is a mighty witness of the Christian hope 
across al ages. 


Introduced in the Church Days newspaper as coming"from Geneva with love", 
Mission Director Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches and General 
Secretary Carl Mau of the Lutheran World Federation were among the foreign 
guests attending. Castro's visit to Trondheim was ecumenical news in itself, 
for there has been no official contact between Norwegian mission agencies and 
the WCC since the International Missionary Council joined the WCC in 1961. 
The Uruguayan Methodist theologian met Norway's mission friends with their 
own medicine, asking them why they did not use the Church Days as an occasion 
for active evangelization in the Trondheim area. 


Probably the broadest gathering of church people in the country this summer, 
the Church Days still were only a [Lutheran] Church of Norway undertaking. 
At the present stage of ecumenism here, ecumenical church days of the German 
model would most likely gather far fewer participants. However, both Roman 
Catholics and Pentecostalists participated in a seminar on local ecumensin. 


Also within the Church of Norway, Church Days revealed that "ecumenism" still 
has progress to make - 2,000 participants is less than half of what one of 
the voluntary organizations within the church may gather for a summer rally 
alone. 


Of the participants 400 were below the age of 12, and a special programme 

was prepared for the younger children. Of the more than 30 groups and 
seminars for adult participants, one on social responsibility of the local 
congregation attracted the largest number. Another popular group treated the 
charismatic movement within the church. This group was lead by one of the 
central persons in Norway's Lutheran charismatic movement, which only one 
week later gathered 6,000 people for its third "Oasis" rally in Kristiansand. 


One aspect of this summer's Church Days which has already caused debate is 
the attempt to gather all organizations, institutions and groups working 
within the church on a "church market". Intended as a forum for information, 
it even included a working group for homosexuals, Apen Kirkegruppe (Open 
Church Group). Although the bishops' conference has stressed the need to 
include homosexuals in the church, criticism has been voiced that this group 
was allowed to appear alongside more traditional Christian organizations. 


Divind Ostang (editor, Church of Norway Informatton Service) 
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DELEGATION 'SNUBBED' Ecumenical Press 
BY LESOTHO COUNCIL Service: 82.08.10 


MASERU, Lesotho (EPS) - A 14-person international ecumenical delegation on 
human rights has ended a visit to this small southern African kingdom without 
a hoped-for meeting with officials of the Christian Council of Lesotho. 


The head of the delegation, Anglican Central African Archbishop Walter 
Makhulu, who is also president of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 

which organized the visit, said the delegation would not have come to Lesotho 
had it known the CCL would "snub" them. "It seems", Makhulu said, that 
"council executives do not want to incur the displeasure of their superiors", 

a reference to possible government pressure on the CCL not to have the meeting. 


The same day [20 July], a government radio broadcast called the team a 
"secret delegation" and "biased". It did meet with leaders of the Lesotho 
Evangelical Church, whose relations with the government have been strained 
for some time. Evangelical leaders reportedly told the visiting delegation 
about government interference in church elections last year. 


About a year ago, a prominent church newspaper editor, Edgar Motuba, was 
killed by persons unknown. About the same time, Ben Masilo, then Evangelical 
vice president and CCL president fled the country after complaining of 
harrassment by government security forces.[1981 EPS No.25]. 


The delegation also met with two government officials, though their request 

to meet Prime Minister Leabua Jonathan was denied. They attributed the 
country's difficulties to opposition groups in exile in South Africa and 

said the government is greatly concerned about recent killings and kidnappings 
of church and political leaders. 


Besides the Evangelical Church, the CCL includes Anglican, Methodist, 
Assemblies of God, and Roman Catholic jurisdictions. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources. EPS: 82.08.11-13 


82.08.11: Anglican-Orthodox 

A communique from the international Anglican-[Eastern] Orthodox Joint 
Doctrinal Commission indicates that the group spent a week in Canterbury, 
England [12-19 July] considering three topics - the mystery of the church, 
participation in the grace of the Holy Trinity and Christian holiness, and 
Christian worship and the maintenance of the Christian faith. The three 
topics are to be dealt with further at the commission's meeting next year. 


82.08.12: Denmark-radto 


Danish church groups are reportedly showing interest in an experiment of the 
Danish cultural affairs ministry which allows interested groups to produce 
local radio and tv programmes. 


82.08.13: Denmark-peace 


Many Danish congregations held special peace services on 21 June, the 
longest day of the year in the northern hemisphere. Attendance in some 
cases was reported as far above what was expected. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.08.14-16 


82.08.14: US-ads 

Church World Service and five other US agencies involved in relief work in 
Lebanon have disassociated themselves from an ad in several newspapers 
critical of Israeli actionthere. The six said they are "dismayed" that 

their agencies were associated with "direct criticism of one of the parties 

in the current Lebanese conflict". They said the unknown group which 
sponsored the ad, "Concerned Americans for Peace", did not have the agencies’ 
permission to use their names. "We deplore violence but we are not taking 
sides in the political dispute", the agencies said, noting that identification 
with one side or the other could hinder their efforts to give assistance. 


82.08.15:Runete-Fatk lands /Malvinas 

At a national, ecumenical service in London marking the end of the fighting 

in the Falklands/Malvinas, [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie 
said God must never be claimed as an exclusive supporter of one nation or 
group. "War", he said, "springs from the love and loyalty which should be 
offered to God being applied to some god-substitute, one of the most dangerous 
being nationalism". He also urged a halt "to... the international trade in 
arms, which contributes so much to the insecurity of the world". Some UK 
politicians criticized the service as insufficiently patriotic. 


82.08.16: GDR-Luther 

GDR authorities have announced they are restoring a monastic cowl, reputed 
to have been worn by Martin Luther, as part of their contribution to the 
500th anniversary next year of his birth. The 16th century church reformer 
is described in GDR government publications as an early champion of 
revolutionary reform. 
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ECUTEXT: "A Church Agenda on Transnational Corporations" EPS:82.08.17 


At tts 1982 meeting, tn Geneva [19-28 July], the WCC central committee urged 
WCC member churches to constder issues ratsed by transnattonal corporations 
(TNCs) tn ftve ways: 


1. Work, in close collaboration with those affected and involved in TNC. 
issues, on theological reflection on TNCs and related economic problems; 


2. Facilitate the education of their respective constituencies on political 
economic matters, not only by means of systematic study and reflection, 
but also through a process of collective discovery which comes from 
living, acting and being involved with those who are directly affected 
by TNCs. Collection and interpretation of people's stories related to 
TNCs could be useful for educational purposes and as empirical evidence 
to deepen understanding of the questions raised by the programme; 


3. Share among themselves and with ecumenical organizations the experiences 
that they have had,and why and how some decided to reconstruct their 
investment portfolios in the light of theological and ethical criteria; 


4. Stimulate initiatives such as churches" participation, jointly with 
other actors concerned, in the drafting and enforcement of national 
and international codes of conduct for TNCs. 


5. Continue a critical dialogue with business executives, especially 
representatives of TNCs on national, international and regional levels, 
in order to explore jointly with them how to express Christian social 
responsibility in matters related to transnational business. 
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ECUTEXT: "Nuclear Issues for the Church" FPS: 82.08.18 


The followtng ltst of potnts was commended by the World Counetl of Churches 
central comntttee at tts 1982 meetings [19-28 July] as tssues on whtch the 
world's churches "should now take clear postttons". 


a) A nuclear war can under no circumstances in no region and by no social 
system, be just or justifiable, given the fact that the magnitude of 
devastation caused by it will be far out of proportion to any conceivable 
benefit or advantage to be derived from it. | 


b) A 'limited' nuclear war is unlikely to remain limited, and therefore any 
contemplation of such 'limited' use of nuclear weapons should be dis- 
couraged as dangerous from the outset. 


c) All nations now possessing nuclear weapons or capable of doing so in the 
foreseeable future should unequivocally renounce policies of "first use", 
as an immediate step towards building confidence, 


d) The concept of deterrence, the credibility of which depends on the 
possible use of nuclear weapons, is to be rejected as morally unacceptable 
and as incapable of safeguarding peace and security in the long term. 


e) The production and deployment of nuclear weapons as well as their use 
constitute a crime against humanity, and therefore there should be a 
complete halt in the production of nuclear weapons and in weapons research 
and development in all nations, to be expeditiously enforced through a 
treaty. 


f) All nations should agree to and ratify a comprehensive test ban treaty 
as a necessary step to stopping the further development of nuclear 
weapons and technology. 


g) All means leading to disarmament both nuclear and conventional should be 
welcomed as complementary and mutually reinforcing - multilateral 
conferences leading to effective decisions, bilateral negotiations 
pursued with daring and determination and unilateral initiatives leading 
to the relaxation of tensions and building of mutual confidence among 
nations and peoples. 


h) ---The time has come when the churches must unequivocally declare’ that 
the production and deployment as weil as the use of nuclear weapons are 
a crime against humanity and that such activities must be condemned on 
ethical and theological grounds. 
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ECUTEXT: "Mission & Evangelism - An Ecumenical Affirmation" EPS: 82.08.19 


The following ts excerpted from a document approved by the WCC central committee 
during tts 1982 meeting in Geneva [19-28 July]. Another excerpt appeared as 
EPS? 3620075 107 


Good News to the Poor 

It is a cruel reality that the number of people who do not reach the material 
level for a normal human life is growing steadily. An increasing number of 
people find themselves marginalized, second-class citizens unable to control 
their own destiny and unable to understand what is happening around them. 
There is also a tragic coincidence that most of the world's poor have not 
heard the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; or they could not receive 
it, because it was not recognized as Good News in the way in which it was 
brought. 


A growing consensus among Christians today speaks of God's preferential option 
for the poor. This raises the question of the Gospel for all those who 
objectively are not poor or do not consider themselves as such. It is clear 
Christian conviction that God wants all human beings to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of truth, but we know that, while God's purpose is for the 
salvation of all, he has worked historically through the people of Israel 

and through the incarnation of his own son Jesus Christ. While his purpose 

is universal, his action is always particular. What we are learning anew 
today is that God works through the downtrodden, the persecuted, the poor 

of the earth. And from there, he is calling all humanity to follow him. 


For all of us, the invitation is clear: to follow Jesus in identification 

and sharing with the weak, marginalized and poor of the world, because in 

them we encounter him. The preferential option for the poor, instead of 
_discriminating against all other human beings, is, on the contrary, a guideline 
for the priorities and behaviour of all Christians everywhere, pointing to 

the values around which we should organize our lives and the struggle in which 
we should put our energy. 


Mission in and to Six Continents 

Everywhere the churches are in missionary situations. Even in countries where 
the churches have been active for centuries we see life organized today without 
reference to Christian values, a growth of secularism understood as the absence 
of any final meaning. The Christian affirmations on the worldwide missionary 
responsibility of the church will be credible if they are authenticated by a 
serious missionary engagement at home. 


The story of the churches from their earliest years is the story of faithful- 
ness in their respective localities, but also the story of the carrying of 
the gospel across national and continental boundaries. The history of the 
church, the missionary people of God, needs to continue. Each local parish, 
each Christian, must be challenged to assume responsibility in the total 
mission of the church. There will always be need for those who have the 
calling and the gift to cross frontiers, to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to serve in his name. 


Witness among People of Living Faiths 

Christians owe the message of God's salvation in Jesus Christ to every person 
and to every people. Christians make their witness in the context of neigh- 
bours who live by other religious convictions and ideological persuasions. 

True witness follows Jesus Christ in respecting and affirming the uniqueness 

and freedom of others. We confess as Christians that we have often looked 

for the worst in others and have passed negative judgement upon other religions. 
We hope as Christians to be learning to witness to our neighbours in a humble, 


repentant and joyful spirit. 
P joy Pp EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Reflecting on the Falklands/Malvinas Crisis" EPS: 82.08.20 


During the 1982 meeting of the WCC central committee, [19-28 July] members and 
others from Argentina and the UK met to discuss "the crists in thetr countrtes' 
relattonshtps because of the sttuatton tn the South Atlantte". Afterwards 

they tssued the followtng report: 


It was deeply regretted that: 


a) many years of negotiations between the Argentine and British governments 
failed to resolve the dispute over the Falkland Islands/Islas Malvinas; 


b) there were wrong perceptions on both sides as to the intentions and 
expectations of the other party; 


c) armed conflict broke out. 


It could not be accepted that this was the only or the best course of action 
open to our countries for the solution of the conflict. 


It was recognized that Christians in Argentina, Britain and Ireland had 
failed to be sufficiently aware of the potential dangers in the attitudes 
of the Argentine and British governments to the Falkland Islands/Islas 
Malvinas problem. 


It was acknowledged that there had been failure to use the ecumenical fellow- 
ship to counsel together to help avoid the present conflict and to promote a 
deeper understanding of the issues involved. At the same time, there was 
reason to be grateful that throughout the conflict frank and open communication 
had been maintained between Argentine and British churches. 


It is incumbent on Christians in Argentina, Britain and Ireland to continue 
to pray and work for peace and reconciliation and to seek the mind of Christ 
for the aftermath of the crisis in the South Atlantic. The conviction is 
shared that the conflict has not resolved the problem which caused it. The 
deep historical elements which lie behind the conflict, as well as other 
economic, cultural and geopolitical factors which influence it have not been 
removed. 


The group believed it to be of utmost importance that the conversation between 
individuals that took place during Central Committee should continue between 
the churches of Argentina, Britain and Ireland. It believed such conversations 
could assist the reconciliation of Argentina and Britain and the discovery of 

a just and peaceful solution to the problem. It is not clear how this can 

be done, but individual members of the group committed themselves to ask their 
churches to explore all possible ways of continuing the conversation, calling 
on the Consultative Council of Churches in Argentina, the British Council of 
Churches and the World Council cf Churches to assist in this undertaking. 
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SUid_OF THE NEWS: 


21: The WCC central committee urges churches to "commit stgniftcant 
finanetal and human resources to the struggle of tndigenous 
people for land rights". 


22: The WCC international affairs director replies to an Israelt 
ambassador's complaints about a WCC statement on Lebanon. 


23: A South African government commisston ts about to begin publte 
hearings on the South Afrtcan Counctl of Churches. 


24: A New Zealand Presbytertan report finds prospects for immedtate 
progress on church unton "negligtble" and the future "murky". 


25: The Untted Chureh of Canada general counetl ts betng asked to 
affirm rights for linguistic minorittes - English in Quebec and 
Freneh tn other provinces. 
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SHOPTALK : In EPS 82.07.84, make the date 30 June. 


CHURCH ACTION URGED ON Ecumenical Press 
INDIGENOUS LAND RIGHTS Service: 82.08.21 


GENEVA (EPS) - The policy-making central committee of the World Council of 
Churches has urged the more than 300 WCC member churches to "commit 
Significant financial and human resources to the struggle of indigenous 
people for land rights". The committee action came on the last day of its 
1982 meeting, at WCC headquarters here [28 July]. 


The committee statement [EPS 82.08.34] focuses primarily on the original 
inhabitants of the Americas, Australia and New Zealand "who have experienced 
a common history of colonial invasion and dispossession of their land by 
nations with predominantly Christian populations". 


The statement links questions of land rights to "the right to political power 
through self-government and economic power through the right to choose what 
happens on the land". It says that "invasion, colonization, brutal sub- 
jugation, and genocidal practices... in many cases have left the survivors 
without a territory, denying them their rights to an identity". 


Besides suggesting various ways for churches to support indigenous people, 
the committee urges WCC sub-units to help "gain international recognition 

for self-determination of the indigenous people on the lands to which they 
claim title by indigenous tradition or treaty". The WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism is. to "set up suitable mechanisms to examine the policies of inter- 
national banks and other corporations which finance development projects 
affecting indigenous people and to take appropriate action to ensure that the 
rights of indigenous people are fully respected in such development programmes". 


Also at its last session, the committee approved a change of procedure for 
meetings of the WCC assembly. It would allow the possibility of avoiding 
votes on matters which are considered to "go against the ecclesiological 
self-understanding" of a particular Christian tradition. The committee also 
approved a statement of intent that the composition of the new committee 
elected by the assembly "be in accordance with both the Size and the specific 
nature of the [Eastern and Oriental] Orthodox churches". 


Both actions were strongly supported by Orthodox representatives, as necessary 
to ensure an appropriate and harmonious Orthodox contribution and relation- 
ship to the WCC. However, some central committe members voiced unease about 
the implications of or reasons behind the decisions. Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodoxy have been allocated about 23 per cent of the 900-plus delegates to 
next year's assembly. 


Roman Catholic-WCC relations were discussed by the committee in closed session. 
It voted to "receive with appreciation" the recent report of the RC-WCC Joint 
Working Group, and to authorize the WCC executive committee to review and 
finalize the WCC response next February. Meanwhile, "both the report and the 
response. would remain internal documents". 


Among the conclusions reported by the JWG after its meeting last April was 
that Rome and WCC member churches "Share in the one ecumenical movement and 
are guided by an increasingly common understanding of the goal of visible 
church unity" [EPS 82.04.86]. 
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WORLD COUNCIL REPLIES Ecumenical Press 
TO ISRAELI OBJECTIONS Service: 82.08.22 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches international affairs director 
Ninan Koshy has replied to criticism by an Israeli ambassador of a WCC 
statement on Lebanon [EPS 82.08.01, 02, 36]. 


Ovadia Soffer, Israel's Geneva-based permanent representative to the UN, 
calls it "deplorable" that the WCC statement "touched only one aspect of 

the Lebanese question, isolating it from its general context, and neglected 
numerous other aspects of this dramatically complex situation". He describes 
portions of the WCC statement as “plainly libelous" and "purely political". 


Koshy rejects that characterization of the WCC document. "With thousands 
of innocent civilians having been killed and thousands more lying injured 
in hospitals, and with hundreds of thousands of people without homes, we 
consider this a veritable example of where the political cannot be divorced 
from the humanitarian", he writes. 


Soffer calls it "particularly scandalous" to "accuse Israel of preventing 
all visits by humanitarian organizations to terrorists taken prisoner, and 
of obstructing relief work". Koshy says the WCC "stand[s] by our statement 
that access to these camps has been generally denied in contravention of 
the Geneva Convention. Your statement concerning the total collaboration 
given to the [International Red Cross] cannot be backed up by fact". 


Koshy adds that it would be easier to speak well of Israel's humanitarian 
aid efforts, referred to by Soffer, "were that aid extended not only to the 
suffering Lebanese, as you state, but also to the suffering Palestinian 
population in the same areas". 


Soffer speaks of a "systematic genocide of the Lebanese Christian community” 
by forces of Syria and the Palestine Liberation Organization, with the 
"massacre of the entire population of Damour... a sinister example". He says 
the WCC "remained mute" about that, and the "deliberate profanation" of 
Lebanese churches by the PLO. 


Koshy calls Damour a "complicated case of domestic Lebanese-Palestinian 
politics", and describes the "massacre" reference as a"distortion of the 
truth. Our statement points out", he goes on, "that many of the towns and 
villages have been partially destroyed in the years of conflict". 


The WCC official calls Soffer's "allegation that it is 5000 Palestinians 
holding the entire population of West Beirut prisoner... untenable". Rather, 
he writes, "It is the Israeli encirclement and siege of Beirut which is 
holding people, particularly the poor, prisoner". 


Koshy concludes by noting that the WCC has "consistently since its 1948 
foundation assembly advocated that Israel should have safe and secure and 
guaranteed boundaries, as it has been consistent in acknowledging that the 
Palestinian people have the right to self-determination and statehood within 
their own nation. The suffering of your own people throughout history, 
while fully acknowledged, cannot in any way justify the immense suffering 

of the people living in Lebanon caused by Israeli invasion and siege..." 


[Note to journalists: Copies of the Soffer and Koshy statements are 
available on request]. 
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SA INVESTIGATES Ecumenical Press 
CHURCHES COUNCIL Service: 82.08.23 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (EPS) - A special government investigating body, 
the Eloff Commission of Inquiry, is preparing to begin public hearings on 
the South African Council of Churches, reportedly this month or next. 


In his address to the annual SACC national conference here, SACC President 
Peter Storey said the decision to appoint the commission is entirely political. 
He said he is unaware of any parallel in recent history in which a government 
which calls itself Christian had decided to investigate the church. 


The commission has been researching SACC financial records and accounts, and 
has taken up office space at SACC headquarters. Storey said church leaders 
have declined to respond individually to the commission in order to underline 
SACC unity. 


During the SACC conference, former SACC secretary-general John Rees was 
arrested on charges of fraud or theft in connection with SAR 295,000 of 
SACC funds. The prosecutor acted though the SACC has not charged Rees with 
anything. 


According to a report in Ecunews, SACC news service, the arrest announcement 
"hit the conference delegates like a bombshell". An SACC delegation left 

the conference to be present at Rees' court appearance. The conference voted 
to express "love, concern, and prayers" to Rees and his family. The prosecutor 
told Rees he is not to communicate with several SACC-related persons. 


During an informal meeting of the conference executive committee, Storey 
offered to resign because his close friendship with Rees might be considered 
a conflict of interest. However, Ecunews reported, "the vast majority... 
did not want to accept his resignation". 


Ecunews described the Rees arrest as "perfect timing from the government's 
point of view... Church leaders... saw it as a planned move to cause as 

much embarrassment as possible to the SACC... It is pointed out that the 
alleged facts on which police based their arrest have been known to them for 
many months". 


In another financial development, SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu, 
announced he is returning a gift of SAR 14,000 he received as part payment 
for a house in Soweto when he became general secretary in 1978. 


Tutu said the gift came from an anonymous European donor through Rees. 
Storey said the gift has been linked to SACC refusal to bring charges 
against Rees. He said no SACC money was involved in the donation and the 
SACC believes neither Tutu nor Rees acted improperly. Tutu said he decided 
to return the gift - borrowing money to do so - only because of the "flack 
relating to the matter". [1981 EPS No's. 31, 30 and 28]. 


An estimated 90 percent of SACC income comes from overseas. 
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"MURKY WATERS' SEEN Ecumenical Press 
FOR NZ CHURCH UNION Service: 82.08.24 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand (EPS) - "Murky waters beckon" on the question of 
church union, according to a report in Outlook, magazine of the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand. It calls "prospects for immediate progress... 
negligible". 


Last year's PCNZ general assembly asked that a representative conference be 
held to look at church union matters following a "tepid" response in last 
year's PCNZ referendum on the subject. On the basis of a 1971 plan, only a 
slight majority (52.7 percent) of communicants who voted were in favour of 
a union with one or more of four other denominations. 


The report notes that only New Zealand Methodists are "solidly agreed" to 
the union plan, and that New Zealand Anglicans are "committing much energy 
to closer relations with the Roman Catholic church". 


For example, bishops of those two denominations have written their clergy 
commending a Roman Catholic-Anglican non-eucharistic service to be used by 
combined congregations throughout the country the last Sunday of next month. 
The gatherings, they say, "should help bring the cause of Christian unity 
from the periphery to the centre of our church consciousness and church 
activities". 


As for Methodist~Presbyterian union on a "fresh basis", the report indicates 


that bishops may be a hang-up. "It was clear last year that many Presbyterians 


were frightened of bishops", Outlook says. "However, Methodists take the 
episcopal part of the plan quite seriously in intention if not in precise 


form. No way ahead with them can ignore their wish for a form of personalized 


oversight (episcope). They are not going to buy into a modified Presbyterianism". 


Among factors affecting church union in the 1980s, the magazine says, are the 
country's approximately 400 interdenominational union and cooperating parishes; 


the charismatic movement, many of whose members consider church structures 


of "little moment"; congregationalism, which finds some parishes "increasingly 
suspicious of structures and financial or bureaucratic pressures imposed from 
‘outside'"3and the Reformed concept of the priesthood of all believers which is 


"degenerating into an everybody does everything attitude, instead of a 
recognition that all have gifts to be used for the body of Christ according 
to capacity and calling". 
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CHURCH SUPPORT ASKED FOR Ecumenical Press 
MINORITY LANGUAGE RIGHTS Service:82.08.25 


MONTREAL (EPS) - The general council of the United Church of Canada, meeting 
here |9~15 August],has been asked to support minority language rights for 
English~speakers in mostly French Quebec and for French-speakers in Canadian 
provinces where English is dominant. 


A UCC taskforce on French-English relations notes that the UCC has long 
supported the right of the Quebec majority to take steps to prevents its 
disintegration as a cultural entity and ensure its growth and development as 
a "vibrant reality on this continent". 


But, it says, some of the recent decisions of the provincial government have 
caused the English minority to feel threatened. Nonetheless, it counsels 
against a "reactionary or ghetto" stance. 


In another report to the council, the UCC international affairs committee 

says Canadians should be able to redirect their taxes from military 
expenditures to peace programmes. It says Canada should be a nuclear-weapons- 
free zone and asks the appointment of a church advocate to promote peace and 
disarmament in Canada. 


The report says the Canadian government should foster “positive and realistic 
Canadian initiatives to strengthen our role as peacemaker", review controls 
on export of military goods, and adopt a firm policy of not using food as a 
weapon to secure changes in foreign or domestic policies of governments whose 
people need famine relief. 
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WORLD BAPTIST COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
FACES BUDGET DEFICIT Service: 82.08.26 


NAIROBI, Kenya (EPS) - The general council of the Baptist World Alliance 
considered both mission opportunities and a serious BWA budget deficit at 
its weeklong meeting here. It also voted to accept the All Africa Baptist 
Fellowship as the fifth BWA regional body. 


The financial report showed that BWA, living on reserves accumulated before 
1980, now receives but 51.6 percent of funds needed to meet its minimum 
operating budget. "Such a deficit cannot continue", said BWA budget committee 
chair Jack Jones, “or the BWA must drastically curtail operations or cease 

to exist". 


BWA President Duke McCall said he thinks new activities by Third World 
Baptists and their new sense of participation will lead to more active 
financial support of BWA causes. "Heretofore, those bodies felt Baptists 
in North America would surely do it all, but I believe that is changing", 
he said. 


In other action, the council: 


= Approved "Out of Darkness into the Light of Christ" as theme for the 1985 
Baptist World Congress in Los Angeles. 


- Voted a 1983 relief budget of US$ 2 million. 


~- Passed resolutions on world hunger, fundamental freedoms, disarmament and 
peace. 


- Heard reports about possible international theological discussions between 
Baptists and Lutherans and Baptists and Roman Catholics. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.08.27-33 


82.08.27: Japan-Anglican/RC 


In June, the Japanese Anglican-Roman Catholic theological dialogue commission 
met to discuss the work of the international dialogue commission of the two 
traditions (ARCIC). Main subjects for discussion were reportedly the papcy, 
the Virgin Mary, and priestly ordination. The November meeting of the 
Japanese commission is to take up what Anglican participants consider the 
excessively severe Vatican response to the ARCIC report [EPS 82.04.87]. 


82.08.28: Basque-btshops 

The four Roman Catholic bishops of the Basque region of peP eae have criticized 
a proposed law which, they say, would reduce the region’ Ss autonomy. Their 
pastoral letter also criticizes the ‘terrorist violence' of some Basque 
separatists. 


82.08.29: Caechos Lovakta-dts play 

The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency KIPA reports that "despite the frequent 
interventions of Czechoslovak authorities to prevent Christians from publicly 
proclaiming their faith, there has been in recent weeks, in Czechoslovakia, 

a notable increase in participation in public religious activities". 


82.08.80: Iutheran-diaconate 

The deaconess community in the Lutheran Church in America has voted to 
"study the implications of its reorganization to include men". One of the 
LCA's regional synods is asking that efforts be made to "remove barriers to 
male service in the LCA diaconate". The LCA has ordained female pastors 
since 1970. 


82.08.31: Indonesta. -ban 

The Indonesian attorney general has banned books by Hamran Ambrie, a convert 
from Islam to Christianity. Ambrie's 17 books about his faith are formulated 
in the context of his Muslim background. Somé defend Christianity in 
relation to Islam, others respond to distortions of Christianity in Muslim 
publications. Ambrie has appealed to Indonesian President Suharto. 


82.08.32: Braztl-military 
Rome~based Inter Press Service reports that the Brazilian military is 


trying to improve relations with the country's numerically dominant Roman 
Catholic church. One sign is the invitation to two archbishops to speak 
at the war college. One, Eugenio Salles of Rio de Janeiro, spoke about 


"basic Christian communities", a topic, IPS notes, "particularly disagreeable... 


to the armed forces". Paulo Evaristo Arns of Sao Paulo has yet to accept 
the invitation. The IPS report says the military government is "worried by 
the church's position with regard to the November elections", for example 
the church's "campaign of enlightenment". Arns says that effort means to 
provide information "to make it possible for the people themselves to see, 
judge, and finally elect" [See also EPS 82.07.53]. 


82.08.33: Lebanon-medical 
A group of about two dozen nurses and doctors was scheduled to arrive in 
Lebanon the second weekend of August, in response to an appeal for medical 
personnel made by church agencies related to the World Council of Churches 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS). The group is expected to remain 
three months. It is hoped that another group can be sent later in the month. 
The Middle East Council of Churches is handling on-site arrangements and 
assignments for the team. 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Land Rights for Indigenous People - Challenge to the Churches" EPS: 82.08.34 


The following ts excerpted from a World Council of Churches central committee statement on land rights 


for indigenous people, particularly the Maori of New Zealand, the Aborigines of Australia, and the 
Indians of the Americas [EPS 82.08.21]. 


The indigenous people's struggle for land rights is challenging the Church to be faithful to its gospel 
of reconciliation and to the biblical affirmation of the creation of all human beings in the image of God. 


Crucial to the Christian understanding of reconciliation between peoples is the demand for justice. 
God's revelation has led Christians to a new understanding of their prophetic role in witnessing to the 
biblical priority for justice. In the light of this fact, the Church's mission is to express solidarity 
with the oppressed in all the ways compatible with the faith and in recognition of its guilt in the sin 
of racism. The racist denial of indigenous identity can only be combatted when the oppressed are 
empowered spiritually, economically and politically. 


It is generally recognized that historically the churches first made contact with indigenous people 
through missionary and evangelization endeavours. Today indigenous people are urging them to re-examine 
their total life to ensure that: 


traditional ownership of the land be respected and guaranteed; indigenous culture and spirituality 
be respected rather than violated; the presentation of the gospel remain open to the value of 

all indigenous cultures instead of becoming an instrument of domination; cooperation in serving 
indigenous people rather than competition in proselytism characterize the relationship between 
different denominations; the life style practised by Christians living and serving among 
indigenous people reflect the basic biblical ethos; educational programmes be designed in 
consultation with the indigenous people, controlled by them and respecting the traditional 

values and cultures of the people. 


In many countries, churches have taken courageous stands and engaged in action in support of land rights 
for indigenous people. 


In the 1970s, rapid resource development in northern regions of Canada provided a focus for Canadian 
churches to challenge the moral and ethical values of the development model and to address the claims 

9f the indigenous people. Through the formation of the ecumenical coalition, Project North, the churches 
have made a commitment to the support for indifenous rights in Canada. More recently, Canadian churches 
have taken shareholder action in opposition to the destructive policy of a transnational mining company 
9peration on indigenous land, and have taken political action to oppose Federal Legislation which 
seriously undermines the right of the indigenous people to the resources of their land. 


In Brazil in 1980, 27 missionaries from 5 national churches gathered with various Indian leaders in the 
Amazonia to examine the present tragic situation of the indigenous peoples. The Evangelical and the 
satholic Churches’ representatives recognized their contribution to the colonialist enterprise of 
jomination. They confessed their mistakes and the wrongs committed against the indigenous people, of 
having shown contempt for their cultures and having divided the people by forming different denominations 
and sects. In response they pledged their total solidarity in defence of land rights and ethnic 
identities of the indigenous people. 


Over the past two decades, there has been a growing awareness within the churches of Australia of the 
mature and results of the dispossession of the indigenous people. The churches have increasingly 
identified with the indigenous people's struggle and in 1981 acted with courage in inviting a WCC team 
to visit the indigenous people as a way of increasing international attention to the situation. 


In light of these experiences, understandings and challenges, the central committee appeals to member 
churches to: 


|. listen to and learn from indigenous people in order to deepen Christian understanding of (and 
solidarity with) their legal rights, their political situation, their cultural achievements and 
aspirations, and their spiritual convictions; 


2. commit significant financial and human resources to the struggle of indigenous people for land rights; 


3. become politically involved on the side of indigenous peoples and join the struggle against those 
powers and principalities which seek to deny the land rights and human rights of indigenous people; 


4. support indigenous people struggling for land rights in their effort to build linkage with other 
indigenous people around the world; 


}. act as a sign to the wider community of the churches' commitment to justice for indigenous people; 


a) to recognize the rightful claims of indigenous people and take steps to transfer land and 
property to them; 


b) to set up procedures to deal with the claims or demands of the indigenous people made upon the 
churches; 


ec) to support the struggle of the people in their land claims through national and international 
Courts of Law; 


o% 


examine their investments in national and transnational corporations with a view to taking action 
to combat corporate policies affecting the lands of indigenous people; 


7. urge their government to ratify and implement all relevant United Nations and other inter-governmental 
instruments for the protection of the rights of indigenous people; 


8. urge their governments to formulate adequate and effective national land rights legislation recognizing 
the collective property of the indigenous people. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Extrajudicial Executiors - Tasks for the Church" EPS:82.08.35 


At tts 1982 meeting, the World Counetl of Churches central committee approved a statement on extra- 
judtetal executions — "the unlawful and deliberate extinction of life outstde any judicial process 

and tn dental of the protection of the law, carried out by order of a government, with its consent, 

or tn complictty or colluston wtth government offietals" [EPS 82.08.03]. The statement urges WCC member 
churches and tndividual Christians to do'13 things in response to the phenomenon: 


1) encourage and engage in human rights education, placing emphasis on the principle that extrajudicial 
executions cannot be justified under any circumstances; 


2) promote activities which will lead to a better understanding among the public regarding preventive 
measures against extrajudicial executions, such as early warning and alert systems already in 
effect for torture and disappearances; 


3) render support and protection for local human rights organizations and other bodies whose activities 
include the monitoring of extrajudicial executions; 


4) challenge governments' attempts to rationalize and legitimize extrajudicial executions; 


5) encourage the elaboration of guidelines for establishing RST baie a government has investigated 
sufficiently and in good faith reports of killings; 


6) encourage governments to permit independent investigations on their territories and to use their 
diplomatic channels for fact-finding and pressure elsewhere; 


7) seek appropriate ways to strengthen or cooperate with the existing national and international 
mechanism for investigation, reporting and good offices, as well as other forms of speedy intervention 


8) continue and intensify their efforts to cause their governments to ratify the International Covenants 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and on Civil and Political Rights adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly, 16 December 1966. Attention of governments should be called to the 
importance of ratifying specifically Article 41 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, by 
which a state can express its willingness to allow other nations to raise questions, through a 
careful procedure, about its compliance with provision of this Covenant; 


9) study and seek the application at all levels of governments of the "Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners" adopted on 30 August 1955, by the First United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, in view of the fact that many extrajudicial 
executions occur during imprisonment; 


10) seek to ensure the compliance of their governments with the provisions of these important inter- 
national instruments, recognizing that while the Declarations are not legally binding, they do 
represent a large international consensus and carry very substantial moral weight; 


11) urge their governments to cooperate with current UN efforts to examine the phenomenon of extra- 
judicial executions and to assist the Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on 
"Summary and Arbitrary Executions" in his mandate "to submit a comprehensive report on the 
occurrences and extent of the practice of such executions together with his conclusions and 
recommendations" by February 1983; 


12) strengthen their cooperation with the Working Group on Involuntary and Enforced Disappearances 
established by the UN Commission on Human Rights and to seek a renewal of its mandate beyond 1983, 
and 


13) encourage and collaborate with others' initiatives to establish an international strategy to 
eliminate extrajudicial executions and to create effective international machinery to ban such 
executions. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Statement on Lebanon" EPS: 82.08.36 


The following was adopted by the 1982 meeting of the central committee of the World Council of Churches 
[EPS 82.08.01, 02]... The first portton, summarizing the report of the team which visited the country, 
has, been: sitghtly abridged: 


... The Lebanese people have long suffered the presence of foreign and irregular military forces, but 
the report spoke also of some special cruelties occasioned by the Israel invasion. Villages and towns, 
many of them already partially destroyed in years of conflict, have been not only badly shelled by the 
Israeli invading forces, but many have been razed. Even though the intention may have been to destroy 
the PLO forces, the warfare has been directed especially against the refugee camps, whose often poor 
inhabitants have been forced to flee with the few possessions they could gather from the ruins. 
Families have been separated. Thousands have been detained and sent to camps, access to which has 
been generally denied to international humanitarian agencies such as the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, contrary to the Geneva conventions. Arrests and detentions continue, forcing many 
Palestinian men into hiding. The refugees have been forbidden to erect rudimentary shelters such as 
tents even at the sites of their former camps. Supplies of food, water, medicines, fuel and other 
basic survival items have been interdicted when destined for even the most needy victims. The people 
have been subjected to pressures aimed at further dividing the Lebanese and turning them more bitterly 
against the Palestinians. 


The delegation spoke with special urgency of the plight of West Beirut, describing its siege by the 
Israeli forces as horrible and scandalous. They portrayed the intolerable physical and psychological 
pressures. on a people waiting for a final, devastating attack. West Beirut is a powder keg, they 
reported, which could explode, with unimaginable suffering and loss of life. While the peoples there 
desparately hope to be spared, they doubt that current efforts to head off the assault will succeed. 
The situation deteriorates from day to day. 


The delegation praised the courageous witness of Christians and Muslims and paid tribute to the 
emergency relief efforts of the MECC and other organizations under the severe restraints imposed by 
the occupying forces. 


The Lebanese people continue to express their longing to reestablish sovereignty over their own land, 
and to begin to rebuild a harmonious, unified nation which had once exemplified Christian-Muslim 
rapprochement. To achieve this, they demanded the withdrawal of all foreign forces and the re- 
establishment of Lebanese territorial integrity. Many also made clear the imperative need of the 
Palestinian people for a state of their own, which they saw as necessary for any lasting, just 
settlement. 


Moved by this report, profoundly desirous of preventing an assault on West Beirut, and of contributing 
to’ a solution to this conflict so that this tragedy will not again be repeated for any of the people 
involved, the Central Committee of the WCC, meeting in Geneva, 19-28 July 1982: 


1. demands the immediate lifting of the siege on West Beirut and urges governments and intergovernmental 
organizations to spare no effort to this end; 


2. affirms its conviction that the recovery of Lebanese territorial integrity is a key to peace and 
justice in the region, and that for this to be realized, all foreign forces must be withdrawn from 
Lebanese territory; and urges the United Nations and governments, especially those of the USA, the 
USSR, the European Community, and the Arab States to use their influence to secure for the Lebanese 
the opportunity to build a just and unified society after years of political disruption and fighting; 


3. condemns the Israeli invasion of Lebanese territory, appeals to the Israeli government to implement 
UN Security Council resolution 509 and other relevant resolutions, and reiterates its rejection of 
the use of military force to resolve political conflicts; 


4. protests the actions of the Israeli forces in barring free access of international humanitarian 
agencies to places of detention of prisoners and refugee relocation centres, as well as the inter- 
diction of basic necessities destined for the victims; 


5. calls upon the United Nations and all governments to treat with utmost urgency the resolution of 
the Palestinian question on the basis of the Palestinians’ right for self-determination, including 
the right of establishing a sovereign Palestinian state, and to support initiatives for a just 
comprehensive settlement in the Middle East, by which the rights of Lebanon, Israel and the other 
states of the region to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries are guaranteed; 


6. urges the member churches: 


a) to bring the concerns expressed above to the attention of their governments and to press upon 
them the urgency of appropriate action; 


b) to help mobilize international public opinion, demanding respect for human rights and 
international norms governing the behaviour of military forces in times of armed conflicts, 
especially with respect to the treatment of the thousands of detained persons; 


c) to assist the churches within Lebanon in their attempts for reconciliation with a view to 
achieving harmony and unity among all communities in the country; 


d) to continue to support generously the MECC and the churches in the area in their programmes 
of relief and rehabilitation and to support humanitarian organizations in their efforts to 
have access to all parts of Lebanon to provide emergency assistance; 


e) to support those within Israel who are working for a just peace in the area; 


£) to continue to uphold in intercessions and prayers the Lebanese, Palestinian and Israeli peoples. 
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ECUVIEW: "Ecumenism in South Africa" EPS: 82.08.37 


United Congregational Church of Southern Africa Secretary Joe Wing addressed the general conference of 
the South Afrtean Council of Churches last 20-24 June. In one part of his talk, he trted to "peer... 
tnto the somewhat foggy decade or two ahead for ecunentsm in South Africa". 


... 1. The Church Unity Commission, after 20 years of negotiations, has reached the stage where its 

five member churches are about to vote on a covenant which, if accepted, will bring the Anglican, 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational churches into a relationship whereby their members and 
ministers will be reconciled and mutually recognized [EPS 82.07.101]. The effect of the covenant will 
be to bring into one conciliar fellowship some-four million Christians in South Africa. In order to 
implement the requirements of the covenant in regard to mission and ministry, ecumenical councils will 
be necessary at regional and national levels. These councils will make arrangements for ordinations 

and plan for and give oversight to united congregations, of which there will be an increasing number 
after covenanting. The covenant would bring together in a close conciliar fellowship all the covenantings 
churches, and the councils which would emerge would become vehicles for’ joint action, mission and service 


2. The proposed union of the Presbyterian Church of SA and the United Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa, which could take place in 1984, would further reduce the number of SACC members. 


3. The most significant development in the church in the next two decades is likely to be the dialogue/ 
confrontation between the churches in the Dutch Reformed family. The black Reformed churches have 
already brought pressure to bear on the [white] NGK in regard to a fully integrated united Reformed 
church. The NGK has indicated that union is not appropriate at the present time. Faced with increased 
political division within its own white membership the NGK is not prepared to jeopardize its own unity 
with the black Reformed churches. 


Pressure from the general council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the formation of 
ABRESCA, an alliance which brings together black members of Reformed churches in South Africa, will 
either bring the NGK closer to other Reformed churches or drive them into deeper isolation. Whatever 
happens to the NGK, the possibility of the black Reformed churches uniting is a real one and such a 
united church would be a powerful body in the South African context. 


4. The diversified Lutheran family in South Africa has already drawn closer together... Lutheran 
churches... have been most generous supporters of the SACC in recent years. 


5. ..«. The Roman Catholic Church in South Africa [is likely to come]into full membership of those 
ecumenical bodies of which it is now only an observer member. 


6. There are clear indications that the ever-increasing number of Independent churches are achieving 
a greater measure of cohesion and their closer association with the SACC suggests that they are willing 
to participate more fully in ecumenical relationships. 


7. The Charismatic Movement has created a new climate of relationships between Pentecostal churches 
and member churches of the SACC. Churches like the Apostolic Faith Mission have recently taken the 
initiative in planning a national and ecumenical day of prayer. They constitute a larger sector of 
the Church in South Africa and need to be taken into account in any future ecumenical relationships. 


There is a kind of agglomerating process taking place in the churches of South Africa which is likely 
to gather momentum in the next two decades. There are some who see in this the threat of a tremendous 
concentration of ecclesiastic power in a sort of super church, or in six major churches. The extra- 
ordinary thing is that union churches resulting in the creation of larger denominations often lead to 
greater diversity and less centralization than is usually the case in smaller denominations with a 
close historical or ethnic affinity. They can be much more open because their internal organization 
is more diversified. 


If there is a drawing together of the South African churches in the next twenty years, the role of the 
SACC must change. The council will cease to be a big basket in which two or three big churches and 

a large number of medium-sized and smaller churches can find a way of being together. Instead, it 
should become a vehicle for consultation, research, development, the pooling of resources and joint 
action. This would mean that the council would not do its own thing as an organization distinct from 
the churches, but would act on behalf of the churches in all matters of common concern and cooperative 
endeavour... / 
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ECUVIEW: '"'People-Oriented Health Care in the Struggle for Justice"  EPS:82.08.38 


The following ts excerpted from a report by the Christian Medtcal Commisston, 
a sub-unit of the World Counetl of Churches, on tts South Amertcan Regtonal 
Conference on Health, Healing, and Wholeness which met tn Quito, Ecuador, 
14-23 June. The 71 partictpants from 10 South Amertecan countrtes, Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, and the Domintcan Republic tneluded theologtans, pastors, soctal 
workers, psychologtsts, doctors, nurses, health promoters, and admtntstrators. 


Reports from the various countries of Latin America made it clear that the 
health problems of the region cannot be isolated from other issues. Mal- 
distribution of land and land tenure questions are directly responsible for 
widespread hunger and malnutrition. Lack of adequate housing and safe water, 
the mal-distribution of resources and poor education as well as generally 
unsanitary conditions are responsible for a great deal of ill health in these 
countries. 


The group stressed that behind all of these are the fundamental questions of 
social injustice, the lack of human dignity and the wide gap between the rich 
and the poor people. This was substantiated by those who cited figures which 
indicate that 67Z of the children under five years of age in a number of the 
countries are mal-nourished. 


Although the actual situation of many Latin American citizens is so difficult, 
the group acknowledged the riches which are to be found in the people them- 
selves. They have the capacity to be responsible stewards of their own health. 
This can never be realized, however, unless they take full participation in 
health care programmes. 


Here the contribution of traditional medicine and community-based health 
promotion are important factors which must be utilized and strengthened. 

But to have this opportunity to participate and to live a more abundant life, 
to be the owners of their own destiny in justice and health, will require 
changes in the unjust structures of society and liberation from oppression. 


Much of this meeting was devoted to an energetic search for new understanding 
of the churches" mission in health today in Latin America. This was pursued 
through theological reflection, Bible studies and a vigorous exploration of 
all the issues. 


How can a wholistic approach to health be realized in the lives of Latin 
American people? One Bible study leader, recalling,a text from the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, stated that Jesus Christ himself had "declared war on infant 
mortality". The tragic loss of children in the many areas where infant 
mortality is high is but one measure of the magnitude of the healing task 
which confronts the church as well as the nations. 


The church is called on to be a prophetic voice denouncing injustices and 
promoting life. The good news includesthe declaration of God's purpose for 
His whole creation: people should live together in community and fellowship, 
sharing life, which Jesus intends that we enjoy in abundance. 
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OF THE NEWS [49/28] 


The second general counctl of the World Alltance of Reformed 
Churches opens. 


The Lutheran World Federation executive committee hears a call 
for world Lutheranism to weleome a new ecumenical theo logical 
convergence text. 


The annual conference of the [US] Church of the Brethren asks 
for defence cuts, decides to study abortton further, and sets 
guidelines for the denominatton's ecumentcal acttvtty. 


An [Anglican] Church of England working group proposes unt lateral 
nuclear disarmament. 


A New Zealand Presbyterian consultation considers whether church 
unton tn that country might be a dead duck. 


A New Zealand church report on ractsm ts critictzed by the prime 
mintster. 


WORLD REFORMED Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL MEETS Service: 82.08.39 


EMBARGO: unttl 00h30 GMT, 18 August 1982 


OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada (EPS) - The second general council of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches was to meet here 17-27 August. The Geneva-based WARC, a 
union in 1970 of the Alliance of the Reformed Churches Holding the Presbyterian 
System and the International Congregational Council, groups about 150 denomi- 
nations Gncluding 16 united churches) in about 75 countries. 


In his prepared address on the council theme, "Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory", Czech Reformed theologian Jan Milié Lochman suggested that the 
"element of pleasure... in our response to the glory of God, an element of desire 
and joy" has "for the most part... received far too little attention in the 
Reformed tradition. 


"Indeed", he continued, "we occasionally meet... a certain suspicion of joy and 
beauty. It is high time to correct this tendency", he suggested, "not merely 
in order to bring more joy and beauty into our style of living and into our 
church services, but also in the interest of a relevant ethic and in order to 
counteract the temptations to adopt a utilitarian attitude to our fellow human 
beings and our fellow creatures". 


In his prepared report, WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret highlighted 
questions of apartheid and racism, human rights, justice, and peace as "four 
major problems" which WARC member denominations raise with regard to Reformed 
witness today. 


The council had before it a proposal from the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands to "strongly denounce the ideology and practice of apartheid", 
the South African system of race separation. WARC membership includes 
both black and white South African Reformed churches. 


In the course of a review of WARC and ecumenism, Perret proposed a conference 
or study programme involving especially the 16 WARC members formed by the 
union of Reformed and non-Reformed denominations. "It is no longer good 
enough", he said, "to keep on repeating how welcome these churches are in 

the alliance. What we need to do is to define more clearly their specific 
contribution". 


Perret described Reformed-Roman Catholic relationships as “at a complex and 
critical point", where "hopes jostle with disappointments and real advances 
are mingled with anxieties". He also urged a doubling of the WARC annual. 
budget, to about US$ 500,000. . 


The council theme was scheduled to be dealt with in three sections - the 
people of the covenant and the mission of the kingdom, the power of grace and 
the graceless powers, and the theatre of glory and a threatened creation's hope. 


Study material for the delegates also included presentations on six theological 
issues - catholicity, confession and the act of confessing the faith, worship, 
wealth and power, racism, and the theological understanding of human rights. 
Among others scheduled to address the council were Canadian Anglican archbishop 
Ted Scott, and German Reformed theologian Jiirgen Moltmann. 
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LUTHERANS URGED Ecumenical Press 
TO WELCOME 'BEM' Service: 82.08.40 


VANCOUVER, British Columbia, Canada (EPS) - Lutheran World Federation 
General Secretary Carl Mau has urged world Lutheranism to welcome the new 


ecumenical theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, ministry 
(BEM) [EPS 49/02]. 


Mau told the annual meeting of the LWF executive committee [4-13 August], 


that BEM, product of decades of work by theologians from virtually all 
Christian traditions, should please Lutherans because "they have always 
affirmed the approach of theological dialogue as a hopeful way to manifest 
greater unity’. He proposed that the next LWF assembly, in Budapest in 
1984, "take up the text, use it liturgically, study and comment upon it to 
stimulate and encourage the member churches in this decisive ecumenical 
process" 


Speaking on arms control, Mau said the subject is a global, not just an 
East-West concern, because "the arms races in many parts of the world are 
impoverishing countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America". 


In his report, Tanzanian Lutheran Bishop Josiah Kibiria, LWF president, 
urged the LWF to take the initiative in establishing an ecumenical peace 
commission as a "platform to speak on this matter with a single and strong 
Christian voice". He also said nuclear-arms questions may require a 
Lutheran judgement in terms of fundamentals of the faith, as the last LWF 
assembly condemned apartheid (race separation) in those terms. 


Kibira also suggested that a logical result of the view that all parts of 
the church need to both give and receive in mission, would be the addition 
of area desks for Europe and North America in the LWF structure, and 
inclusion of projects from those areas on the LWF "statement of needs". 


LWF Communication Chairperson John Bachman presented a paper to the committee 
on church response to the "communication revolution". In the face of it, 

he said, "a comprehensive strategy is needed. The rapidity of developments 
calls for initiative rather than reaction". 


Noting that "other institutions are preparing to increase their influence 
by employing the new media", Bachman observed that "the church marks time 
while whole segments of society, besinhang with young eee turn to other 
sources of enlightenment or corruption". 


He warned that "church leaders may not recognize the importance of acting 
decisively. What is happening is a gigantic evolutionary step... Before 
we realize it fully, there will be significant changes in the ways humans 
communicate with one another. The whole characters of societies may be 
transformed". 
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BRETHREN ASK Ecumenical Press 
DEFENCE CUTS Service: 82.08.41 


WICHITA, Kansas, US (EPS) - The annual conference of the Church of the 
Brethren [20-25 July] has called for a unilateral 10-percent reduction in 
US defence spending and nuclear weapons stockpiles. It also called for a 


nuclear weapons freeze as "a first approach to reaching the goal of general 
and complete disarmament". 


Citing position statements that date back to 1785, the conference reaffirmed 
opposition to war and conscription for military training. It also heard 
from Brethren member Enten Eller, who is to be the first person tried in the 
US for failing to register for conscription under terms of a recent law. 


After spending most of a day debating an abortion paper, the conference 
referred it back to the denomination's general board for another year of 
study. An update of the denomination's 1972 statement, it says "Brethren 
oppose abortion because it destroys human life. Our position, however, is 
not a condemnation of those persons who reject this position or of women 
who seek and undergo abortions. It is a call for Christ-like compassion in 
finding creative alternatives to abortion". 


The conference adopted a paper to guide Brethren ecumenical activity in the 
1980s. It stresses ecumenism 48 opportunity for the denomination to share 
its commitment to ''servanthood, peacemaking, simple life, discipleship, 
radical witness, personal and communal integrity, and confidence that the 
scriptures are the ‘infallible rule of faith and practice". 


The conference also urged the US congress to relax immigration restrictions, 
and appealed for the legalization of the presence of US residents who have 
immigrated illegally and thus lack residence documents. 


EPS 
ANGLICAN REPORT: END Ecumenical Press 
UK NUCLEAR DETERRENT Service:82.08.42 


LONDON (EPS) - The UK should adopt a policy of unilateral nuclear disarmament, 
according to a Church of England report due to be published in October and 
expected to be debated by the Anglican general synod next February. 


The report recommends not only that the UK should give up its independent 
nuclear deterrent but also that it should withdraw facilities for US nuclear 
weapons to be based in Britain, including the controversial cruise missiles 
due to be deployed from next year. 


The report was drawn up by a six-member working party headed by Salisbury 
bishop John Baker, and including one Quaker, Sydney Bailey, and one Roman 
Catholic moral theologian, Brendan Soane. 


If the report were accepted by the synod - and up till now many leading 

members of the Church of England, including Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie, have resisted unilateralism - it would be a further boost for the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, which has been experiencing a revival of 
support over the past few years. It would also strengthen the view of those 
who think the Church of England is straying from what they consider its 

proper role as the country's established church. The recent Falklands/Malvinas 
service, which some criticized as insufficiently patriotic [EPS 82.08.20] and 

a proposal from a group of Anglican clergy to revise lines in the UK national 
anthem which speak ill of other countries are also cited by supporters of this 
view. 


EPS 


CONSULTATION: CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
UNION A NZ DEAD DUCK? Service:82.08.43 


The following ts excerpted from a report on a recent Presbyterian Chureh of 
New Zealand consultatton on church union. Plans to unite five New Zealand 
denominations - Disetples, Anglican, Congregattonal, Methodist, and 
Presbytertan - have faltered in recent years [EPS 82.08.24]. The report on 
the consultation first appeared tn the August tssue of Outlook, PCNZ magazine. 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand (EPS) - Among themes that the participants had to 
confront were: union is a dead duck, we don't love bishops, we don't like 
voting in houses, seek a new way ahead, we're frustrated by lack of progress, 
we're concerned about union and cooperating parishes, look at federal union, 
fear of bureaucratic superstructures if organic union were achieved. 


Of the three areas of local, regional and national’ progress, the local level 
seemed to many to hold out the most promise, through inter-denominational 
prayer, fellowship, worship, study, social activities and social action. 


Most agreed that a main aim should be to affirm the value of co-operative 
ventures and learn from them. But, there were opportunities to change the 
imbalance between local, regional and national activity. It was felt local 
action in mission should be encouraged at the national level and initiated 
and furthered by the regional and local church. 


Some trenchant comments were directed against organic union efforts. "Satan's 
blind alley", was one parish opinion. "Church union is on the road to Rome", 
Said another. "After 60 years of failure, we still claim that it's God's 
will", was a third. 


Some issues needed to be worked on at national level, including mutual 
recognition of ministry and membership, the exercising of oversight, different 
styles of union, the multicultural element, and Christian initiation (baptism, 
confirmation). 


All the negotiating churches are deeply ambivalent, if not divided, on the 
kind of unity now being sought. This is a major conclusion of a paper before 
the consultation written by Dennis Povey, secretary of the Joint Commission 
on Church Union. Another major point is that there seems no enthusiasm to 
press towards another decision point within at least the next five if not ten 
years. "All are aware that failure to achieve a union produces a range of 
response from relief to cynicism and despair", he remarked. 


Difficulties which have defeated church union efforts at national level lie 
almost entirely in the area of order rather than faith. "These difficulties 
become almost insuperable at the middle level - presbyteries, synods, bishops, 
etc.'' A new range of ecumenical and anti-ecumenical sentiments and experiences 
have been brought to bear by the multi-cultural nature of the churches and society} 


Management of the present disunity becomes difficult in an atmosphere of confused 
intentions. "Union and cooperating parishes are like children who have married 
and hope their parents will do the same. Parents being parents have decided to 
remain in-laws. Will they be friendly or unfriendly in-laws; will they be 
distant; will they be close? Will they try to pull their married children apart; 
will they support them? Will they give them freedom to shape their future or 
will they demand that they come home and look after mum and dad?" Povey asked. 


Church union is like smoking, said Povey. "We've tried to give it up but we 
can't". Referring to evangelistic thrusts in some of the negotiating churches, 
he commented: "Evangelism can often be the way we dignify competitiveness". 


EPS 


NZ CHURCH RACISM REPORT Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS PM'S CRITICISM Sarui ea ae 18% 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand (EPS) - New Zealand Prime Minister Robert Muldoon 
says a recent church publication, "Racism - a White Problem", takes a too 
negative approach: 


In an interview in the August issue of Outlook, magazine of the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand, Muldoon says he and "at least some churchmen" think 
"we are making a mistake when we point up differences and alleged injustices 
relating to the Maori people in particular... It's a kind of self-fulfilling 
prophecy. It creates what it claims is there originally and multiplies 

it", he continues. 


Muldoon says the protests of some young Maoris are influenced by overseas 
situations where racial problems are very real. He suggests that the Maori 
mainstream considers radical Maori material exaggerated, illogical, and 
propagandistic. 


Anglican priest Bob Scott, coordinator of the National Council of Churches 
racism program, says Muldoon "just doesn't understand the problem" because 
he sees it only in terms of prejudices, not taking account of the imposition 
of a dominant white culture on the Maoris and other minorities. "There is 

a deepseated white racism which needs to be confronted", Scott adds. "When 
people object to the term racism, it is usually a mask for saying, 'We don't 
want to discuss it.'" 


The disputed report was prepared by the Ecumenical Secretariat on Development, 
with Scott as a consultant. He says among the several racist myths in New 
Zealand are that minority cultures have equal apportunities and/or special 

_ privileges in the society, and that they should do something about race 
problems ("'the old blaming the victim thing"). 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.08.45-47 


82.08.45: Tutu-passport 

A South African supreme court judge has dismissed [10 August] an application 
by South African Council of Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu for the 
return of his passport. It was withdrawn last April after he returned from 
a speaking tour in Europe and North America. The South African internal 
affairs ministry said Tutu should not have a passport because he "vigorously 
propagated an economic boycott against South Africa while he was overseas". 
[See also EPS 82.08.59]. 


82.08.46: Phtltpptnes-—arrest 

The official Philippines news agency says government agents arrested five 
people, including two priests, for subversive activity, following a raid on 
a Roman Catholic parish in the north of the country [8 August]. The govern- 
ment has charged, and Roman Catholic leaders denied, that radical elements 
in the church engage in subversive activities. 


82.08.47: Korea-US 

A three-member team of US church people arrived in Seoul [27 July] to examine 
the situation in the wake of what [US] National Council of Churches release 
describes as "mounting labour unrest" in the South Korean capital. The team 
was invited by Urban Industrial Mission groups related to the National Council 
of Churches of Korea. The NCC report says the situation is "disintegrating" 


with violence related to the prospective closing of a Control Data plant in 
Seoul. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.08.48-52 


82.08.48: "Educating elders" 

If its presbyteries (regional jurisdictions) approve, the Presbyterian Church 

in the US, will begin to ordain "educating elders" as a result of approval of 

the concept by the PCUS general assembly. Currently, the denomination ordains 
deacons, ruling elders (elected parish leaders), and teaching elders (presbyters). 
Supporters of the change cite the need to give church educators more care and 
support for their work and to make them more accountable to the church as a 
whole. John Calvin's use of the office of "teacher" in 16th century Geneva 

is also cited. 


82.08.49: Fatr-Chrtsttan 

Four large Christian multi-media exhibits are featured at the world's fair 
running in Knoxville, Tennessee, US, till the end of October. They are 
sponsored by Seventh-day Adventists, Churches of Christ, Southern Baptists, 
and the Association of Christian Denominations (a temporary grouping of 16 
bodies including Presbyterians, Lutherans, Anglicans, Pentecostals, Eastern 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholics). The Southern Baptists have their own 
building. The other groups are located near the corporate exhibits in the 
lifestyle and technology pavillion. 


82.08.50: Lutheran-communtecatton 

LUCIA has joined ALICE and LUC in Lutheran communication jargon. LUCIA is 
Lutheran Communications in Asia, to be launched next year. Already operational 
are All-Africa Lutheran Churches Information and Coordination Center (ALICE) 
and Lutherans United in Communication, a Latin American group. 


82.08.51: BCC-Sikhs 

The British Council of Churches community and race relations unit is asking 
that UK law be changed to make it clear that discrimination against Sikhs is 
in the same category as discrimination against Jews. The call came after a 
court decision that it is not discrimination for a school to require a Sikh 
pupil not to wear a turban and to cut his hair. "The churches in Britain 

are deeply concerned about restrictions on Christians in other countries and 
it would be inconsistent not to acknowledge the need for members of other 
faiths to be able to practice their religious observances freely in Britain," 
the unit says. 


ee ee ene finds that nearly three of five adult members 


of the Episcopal Church used to belong to other denominations - mostly 

United Methodist (26 percent), Roman Catholic (9.3), and Baptist (16.9). 

In 1978, about one Episcopal adult in two came from other traditions. The 
survey also found that no more than one percent of Episcopalians say they 

are particularly concerned about issues which a 1979-80 Gallup survey 
identified as key issues facing the US church - abortion, interfaith marriage, 
voting prejudice, and the place of homosexuals in society. Two Episcopalians 
in five support closer relations with Roman Catholics, three in five increased 
cooperation with Protestants. One in five say communication between the 
national church and the people is good. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS .82.08.53-59 


82.08.53: England-ecumentcal 

Following rejection of a four-denomination covenant by the [Anglican] Church 
of England [EPS 82.07.47], its leader, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, 
says Anglicans should be more flexible in terms of local ecumenical 
cooperation. © He has invited leaders of the other groups involved 

in the proposed covenant to discuss next ecumenical steps on a local level. 

He said their warm response in the wake of the Anglican rejection is a 
"tribute to their Christian charity". 


82.08.54: Law of the Sea 

Washington representatives of 13 US religious groups say US President Ronald 
Reagan's decision not to sign the UN Law of the Sea Treaty may not be in the 
best interests of the US. They say it would be better for the US "to be a 
party to the treaty or at the very least to keep all our options open with 
regard to future agreement with its provisions". Among signers of the 
statement are Methodist, Brethren, Roman Catholic, United, Baptist, and 
Presbyterian representatives. 


82.08.55: Ntearagua-church/state 

The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency KIPA reports "increasing signs of a 
deterioration of relations between the Roman Catholic church and the govern- 
ment leaders" in Nicaragua. It notes that Managua Archbishop Miguel Obando 
Bravo has been critical of the Sandinista government, though a third of the 
priests are estimated to sympathise with it. One priest-critici of Obando 
Bravo has appeared on television, and the archbishop has threatened some of 
his critics with excommunication. 


82.08.56: Orthodox-China 

The Eastern Orthodox cathedral in Harbin, Manchuria, China is reportedly 
soon to be reopened for worship. It has been used as a warehouse for the 
last 25 years and is the first Orthodox church reopened since the Cultural 
Revolution. 


82.0857: Philitpszobt1t 
J.B. Phillips, a pioneer translator of the New Testament into contemporary 
English,died 21 July. The English Anglican priest was 75. 


82.08.58: Nigerta-handtcapped 

A four-day conference on communicating withthe deaf and the blind was held 
last month under the auspices of the Christian Council of Nigeria. Among 
10 resolutions approved by participants were ones suggesting the cutting 
of red tape in the supply of material and equipment through government 
channels, and more church support for homes for the handicapped. 


82.08.59: Tutu-degree 

Because South African authorities do not permit South African Council of 
Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu to travel abroad, ~ President 
Michael Sovern of Columbia University came to South Africa to present Tutu 
an honorary doctorate of sacred theology. . 

"To express our respect [for Tutu],"' Sovern said, "with the highest honour 

in the gift of our university, we would go to the ends of the earth". In his 
acceptance address, Tutu reportedly called the South African apartheid (race 
separation) system "as vicious as naziism and communism". 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 82.08.60-64 


82.08.60: Czechos lovakta-Amnesty 

In its August newsletter, Amnesty International, the London-based human rights 
organization, says "freedom of religion has again been under attack in Czecho- 
Slovakia". The AI report says that "earlier this year, the unofficial Czecho- 
slovak human rights movement known as Charter 77 protested against the 
"persecution' of priests and religious believers and described 1981 as 'a 
veritable year of religious trials'. The Roman Catholic Church - already 
under tight control - has been a particular target of repressive action by 

the authorities and AI has details of at least 10 Roman Catholics sentenced 
during 1981 and 1982 to terms of imprisonment for non-violent activities 
connected with their religion", Amnesty reports. [See also EPS 82.05.31]. 


82.08.61: Uganda-archbtshop : 

Silvanus Wani, Anglican archbishop of Uganda and bishop of Kampala, was shot 
and wounded in the thigh by robbers who took his car in the centre of the 
Ugandan capital [8 August]. His driver was unharmed. 


82.08.62: Pope-Central Amertca 

In a letter to the Roman Catholic bishops of El Salvador, Pope John Paul has 
condemned violence by those seeking to institute "a new social order" and by 
those who "use principles of national security to justify brutal repression". 
In a letter to bishops in neighbouring Nicaragua, the Pope criticizes 

"the infiltration of clearly ideological aspects into the idea of "people's 
churches' which follow a certain political radicalism, class struggle, and 
violence as means to achieve their objectives". He says that a "people's 
church opposed to the church led by the legitimate pastors is a grave 
violation of the Lord's will and plan for salvation". [See also EPS 82)..02°65, 
oc. UorOL 4s 


82.08.63: Congo-ecumentcal 


The annual session of Congo Ecumenical Meetings is scheduled to begin on 

3 September in Brazzaville. The Roman Catholic, Evangelical, Kimbanguist, 
and Salvation Army representatives are to examine plans for next January's 
celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. CEM fosters 
exchanges of preachers and choirs and joint worship services among the 
participating bodies. 


82.08.64: Lebanon-atd 


A month after it was launched, an appeal for US$ 3 million in church 

assistance for Lebanon relief work is about three-quarters subscribed, with 
more than US$ 2.3 million pledged by or received from denominations or 
Christian agencies in eight countries: Canada (Anglican and United churches), 
Denmark (Danchurchaid), France (CIMADE), FRG (Bread for the World), Netherlands 
(General Diakonale Raad, Wild Geese), Switzerland (HEKS), UK (Christian Aid), 
US (Church World Service). A 4 August Lebanon situation report from CICARWS, 
the World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission, which is coordinating 
the appeal, indicates that the Israeli bombardment has "increased the 
debastation and forced thousands of people into the very congested areas... 
Fires are raging out of control. There is no water or power and little food. 
An outbreak of typhoid is threatened. Medical authorities report a high 


increase of infectious diseases with children the worst sufferers..." 
[See also EPS 82.08.36]. 


SCUTEXT: "Church Letter on the Falklands/Malvinas" EPS:82.08.65 


The following ts excerpted from a letter sent last month "to our friends and brothers in the ecumenical 
famt ly" from the prestdent and secretary of the Argentine Consultative Counetl of Churches. The CCC 
includes btshops, prestdents, or moderators of the country's Anglican, Disetples, River Plata, Evangelical, 
Inited Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Reformed, and Waldenstan denominattons. 


[he end of hostilities has been received by our people with a strange mixture of sentiments ranging 

From indignation and frustration to relief and hope. During these last days the armed forces of our 
sountry have given their first official report on the losses in the Malvinas Islands: 712 dead, a larger 
1umber of missing in action, wounded, sick, and detained on the islands. With time we will have all 

the elements to complete the painful picture which affects thousands of families across the whole country, 
and which reveals once again the inhumanity and the meaninglessness of war as a means of resolving 
oroblems between nations. 


[o the challenge which this post-war period presents to pastoral action in all the Christian Churches 

9f our country must be added an inevitable process. of a critical review of all that happened, not only 
in the South Atlantic, but also in the last decades of military absolutism in our country; but above all 
an impostponable process of recovery of our institutions and our democratic system, which has been 
repeatedly delayed by successive de-facto governments, in spite of the cries of all the sectors of our 
people... 


[Thus there arises for us Argentines one of the greatest challenges of our history, following decades of 
jisencounters, of arbitrariness and of varied forms of violence. More than ever it will be indispensable 

for us to proceed counting on the presence of Jesus Christ and of the unexchangeable values of the 

Gospel if we are to build our mediate and immediate future on the rock and not on quick sand (Mathew 7:24-27). 


But finally, the picture of our situation would not be complete if we did not say that our conscience as 
Shristianshas been affirmed through this costly and painful experience by the forming of other convictions 
yhich we must not fail to share honestly with you. In the first place, the conviction has been affirmed 
in our people regarding the justice of the Malvinas cause, completely independent of the justification 

Ir not of the procedure followed by the Military Junta which has been governing us since 1976; also 
yithout reference to the military power of the nations involved in the dispute. 


In this sense we shall continue supporting our present or future leaders in their efforts to achieve 

the recovery of the territory which belongs to us historically and geographically and, at the same time, 
we demand of them the return of full sovereignty to our people; without this, sovereignty over the land 
becomes a mere fiction. 


For this reason we raise our request to our brethren in Great Britain, the countries of Europe, the 
United States, and other nations of the earth that they may make their thought weigh on their respective 
government so that the decolonization approved by the United Nations shall become a fact; and the 
international organizations shall place themselves at the service of justice rather than of the five 
great powers, whose veto converts the decisions of their highest bodies a true farce. 


In the second place, we must confess that if it is true that we had serious doubts regarding the validity 
of the supposed "western and Christian" alliance, now the events which we have recently experienced have 
combined to confirm our doubts. The colonialist attitude of the Conservative government of Great Britain 
together with the supportive attitude of the majority of European countries and of the Republican govern- 
ment of the United States; as well as this government's attitude in the 0.A.S. in flagrant violation of 
the Interamerican Reciprocal Defence Treaty, have made clear the profound crisis of a West which 
conserves very little of Christianity and very much of materialistic and imperialistic spirit. 


God, in his infinite wisdom and providence has granted that the South Atlantic crisis has placed in 
evidence a much deeper crisis of values, which we Christians have the unavoidable duty to examine if 
we want to find for our human race new ways of living together and surviving. 


In the third place, the South Atlantic crisis has made manifest a moving and unmerited solidarity of 
the people of Latin America with the people of Argentina. Before, as well as during and after the war 
we have had signs of an understanding, of an identification with the cause of the recovery of the 
Malvinas Islands which is leading our nation to a true rediscovery of its Latin American identity... 


Finally, we give thanks to God because above the tragedies of war, the voice of hate and vengeance and 
the arrogance of many of our national leaders, we Christians, both Catholics and Protestants, in Great 
Britain and Argentina have been able to keep open channels of communication and prayer, which have 
prevented us from falling into the madness of war-fever and of ultra-nationalism. We believe that it 
becomes progressively more evident that our faith in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
totally incompatible with absolute trust in "principalities and powers", who, though still wearing 
Christian clothing, are in fact more clearly showing the signs of the Anti-Christ rather than the 
values of the kingdom. 


The radical alternative is becoming even clearer when one looks at the arms race and the monster of 
war. One wonders if the hour has not come for our confession of faith as disciples of Jesus Christ 
to include the rejection of these contemporary idols which threaten humanity with destruction... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from London" Ecumenical Press 
Service: 82.08.66 


Some High Tory churchmen are indignant over the Falklands service. MPs 
like Julian Amery and Sir John Biggs-Davison complained that there was not 
enough thanksgiving over the liberation of the Falkland Islanders from the 
Argentine yoke. Even the prime minister herself was reported variously as 
having been hopping mad, furious, livid, or just plain angry - though these 
reports were later denied. 


There was thanksgiving, however. But it was a sober kind of thanksgiving: 
for the ending of hostilities; for the courage and determination shown by 
all who took part; and for the safe return of so many. This was indeed the 
starting-point of the sermon given by Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie: 
"Particular thanksgiving for the courage and endurance of those who fought 
in the South Atlantic". 


But the service also included the theme of peace and reconciliation, with 
prayers for this led by one of the Falklands campaign's staunchest opponents, 
Kenneth Greet, Methodist Conference secretary. It was this perhaps that 
stuck most in Tory gullets, along with the way Runcie's sermon developed 

into a denunciation of war that echoed (and quoted from) Pope John Paul's 
recent denunciation at Coventry and that was all the more powerful for © 
coming from someone who had experienced war himself (and been decorated for 
gallantry) and who recognized that at times "with the greatest reluctance 
force 1s necessary in order to hold back the chaos which injustice and the 
irrational element in man threaten to make of the world". 


But church leaders remained unmoved by the protests. CardinalBasil Hume, who 
led the prayers of remembrance for the fallen, thought the service struck all 
the right notes.. He described Runcie's sermon as "courageous and deeply 
Christian". St. Paul's Dean Alan Webster pointed out that the tone of the 
service was set by the presence of the bereaved. 


Relatives of the 254 British servicemen killed in the South Atlantic made up 
about a quarter of the congregation. Their presence induced a sobriety in 
which jingoistic rejoicing would have been completely out of place. 


What the row revealed is the unhappiness a certain type of Conservative feels 
over the way the Church of England has gradually been adopting a critical 
distance with regard to the nation and its elected government. It may still 
see itself as the church of the nation and be thankful for its established 
status, as a way of ensuring that’God is not completely forgotten in the 
nation's public business. But it does not feel it has to give a blank cheque 
of spiritual approval for everything the nation gets up to. It is trying to 
develop its role as the conscience of the nation; and consciences can be 

very uncomfortable things to have around at times. 


But for a certain brand of Tory the Falkland Islands service was proof that 
the Church of England has fallen into the hands of trendy, pacifist liberals. 
One MP remarked during the House of Commons adjournement debate that if the 
church did not stop busying itself with secular subjects like nuclear dis- 
armament or pacifism or welfare matters in general and did not get back to 
being concerned with fundamentals like sin and redemption, then perhaps 
Parliament should step in and once again exercise control - a control now 
delegated to the Church of Emgland general synod. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
EPS 
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TORAL VISIT TO LEBANON [EPS 82.08.01,02] 


21): Three World Council of Churches representatives met with the French ambassador 
to Lebanon, “Paul-Marc Henry (center) during their weeklong pastoral visit last 
month. The three visitors were French Protestant Federation President 
Jacques Maury (left), Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Olof Sundby (right), and Greek 
Orthodox Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh, US (next to Sundby). Accompanying the team 
was Middle East Council of Churches General Secretary Gabi Habib (front row). In 
the second row are a French embassy employee (left) and Lebanese Evangelical Pastor 


Robert Sarkissian. 


22): Mosque in West Beirut. 
23): Palestinian camp in Sidon. 
24): Apartment building in West Beirut. 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE PERSONALITIES: 


Among those participating in sessions of the 1982 meeting of the WCC central committee in 
Geneva [EPS 82.07.68,98,99,100; 82.08.01,02,03,04,21] were three church leaders who spent 
a week in Lebanon during the meeting on a pastoral visit: French Protestant Federation 
President Jacques Maury (2825), Greek Orthodox Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh, US (2826), 
and Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Olof Sundby, one of the six WCC presidents (2827), 


central Committee member Pauline Webb (2828), a British Methodist and BBC journalist, chai: 
the committee making preparations for the next WCC assembly, in Vancouver, British Columbi. 
canada, 24 July - 10 August 1983. Present as a visitor was South African theologian Alan 
Boesak (2829). The moderator of the WCC Faith and Order Commission, Greek Orthodox 
theologian Nikos Nissiotis (2830) participated in discussion of the ecumenical theological 
convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) sent to the world's churches fo: 
their official reaction and "spiritual reception" earlier this year [EPS 49/02]. 


Photos: WCC. 


less otherwise spectfted, photos in Photo Otkowmene are avatlable from the World Coune 
‘i e (Photo Seetion). Bor 66. CH-12971 Ceneng 290. Prievce ano ming tinhlo nn weonuce 


MENICAL PRESS SERVICE Me ie hs 


Box No 66, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Telephone (022) 988988 or 98 94 00. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Cable Oikoumene Geneva. 


82.08.67 
82.08.68 
82.08.69 
82.08.70 
82.08.71 


82.08.94 


LIBRARY 
World Council of Chumehes 
150, route de Ferney, 
1211 GENEVA 20 


22-28 August 1982 (49/29) 


Baptists urge covenant on religious tolerance 

India bishops urge government action 

Lebanon, Namibia, ecumenism on Lutheran committee agenda 
Namibia church seen near split 


ECUPOINTS (through 82.08.93) 


71: Polynesia-nuc lear 72: Saudi Arabia-explulsion 
73: Tutu-Middle East 74: Company-satanism 

75: Bulgaria-instruction 76: Vietnam-RC 

77: Nicaragua-message - 78: Ghana~reaction 

79: UN-human rights 80: Lesotho-warning 

81: Moravian-US 82: Handicapped-US 

83: Anglican-Aborigines 84: Baptistm-gay 

85: Reformed-just war 86: Switzerland-bishops 
87: Turkey~Armenian 88: Baptism-unmarried 

89: Burma-church role 90: Philippines-detainees 
91: Baptist-resolutions 92: -Patriarchs-Middle East 


93: Arts in the church 
ECUVIEWS (through 82.08.97) 


94: “Haiti Today" 

95: "On Witnessing to Hindus" 

96: "Concerns of the Church in Britain" 
97: "The Church's Attitude to Learning" 
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The general counctl of the Baptist World Alltance urges a 
UN covenant on the elimtnatton of reltgtous tntolerance. 


The btshops of the Church of South India ask the Indtan 
government to act on several of the country's soctal 
prob lems. 


The executive comntttee of the Lutheran World Federation 
aets on Namibia, Lebanon, peace tssues, and ecumentsm. 


One of Namtbta's Lutheran denominattons seems headed 
towards a spltt. 


BAPTISTS URGE COVENANT Ecumenical Press 
ON RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE Service:82.08.6/7 


NAIROBI, Kenya (EPS) - The general council of the Baptist World Alliance has 
urged the UN to draft a covenant on elimination of religious intolerance. 

At its annual meeting, here, the council also expressed regret that two 
existing international human rights covenants, plus more than 16 conventions 
on specific aspects of the subject, have not been ratified by all nations. 


The council urged an end to race separation, restrictions on freedom of 
expression, association, and movement. It commended the concept of the 
recent UN special session on disarmament and asked the 124 BWA denominations 
in more than 90 countries to consider their role in the World Disarmament 
Campaign endorsed by the session. 


Noting that 16 October is World Food Day, the council asked the BWA membership 
to make October "world hunger month" - a time for Baptists to focus on problems 
of hunger and malnutrition. The council also resolved that "food for the 
hungry can never be seen as a political weapon". 


In another action, the council appealed for US$ 100,000 as an "initial fund" 
for aid to Lebanon. [See also EPS 82.08.26]. 


EPS 
INDIA BISHOPS URGE Ecumenical Press 
GOVERNMENT ACTION Service:82.08.68 


KOTAGIRI, India (EPS) - The conference of the 20 diocesan bishops of the 
[United] Church of South India has urged government action in connection with 
several social issues. 


Speaking of the "widening gap between the rich and the poor", the bishops 
ask the government to "bring about socio-economic justice to the oppressed 
and exploited sections of the society", notably "millions" who "still g0 
hungry" and victims of "unemployment... alarmingly on the increase". 


Noting "divisive force and religious fanaticism disrupting the communal and 
religious harmony in several regions", the bishops appeal for state and 
national government action to "safeguard the legitimate rights of the minority 
communities" in the mostly Hindu country. [EPS 82.05.51]. 


Referring to "increasing incidents of ill-treatment and attacks on the 
Harijan" (untouchables), the bishops urge more government protection. They 
also say that "the law and order situation throughout the country is 
deteriorating" with "travel by road and rail... increasingly hazardous". 
The government is urged to "arrest these evils". 


In an appeal to the CSI, the bishops ask renewed commitment to unity and 
ecumenism. 


EPS 


LEBANON, NAMIBIA, ECUMENISM Ecumenical Press 
ON LUTHERAN COMMITTEE AGENDA Service: 82.08.69 


VANCOUVER, British Columbia, Canada (EPS) - The 30-member executive committee 
of the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation has urged members of the 97 

LWF denominations to "pray for the peace of Namibia" and "take whatever 
actions are possible for you in support of the efforts to reach an agreement 
between all parties concerned". | 


The vote came after the committee heard Martti Ahtisaari, the UN secretary 
general's special Namibia representative, describe the coming weeks as 
"crucial" in efforts to win agreement on a plan to grant independence to 
the South-African-ruled country. He warned that if the current efforts are 
not successful, "we may face an extremely long delay in efforts to find a 
diplomatic solution". 


On Lebanon, the committee sent a letter to the Middle East Council of Churches 
affirming LWF "commitment to work with churches in the war-torn region". The 
committee asked LWF General Secretary Carl Mau to explore the idea of a church 
commission on world peace including Roman Catholic and World Council of 
Churches involvement, with recommendations for action to come at the next 
committee meeting, January 1984 in Hong Kong. 


On ecumenical matters, the committee commended a proposal, to be voted on 

by four US denominations next month, for "interim sharing of the eucharist" 
between US Anglicans and Lutherans. It voted to reconvene the international 
Anglican-Lutheran working group to, among other things, "make recommendations 
with the intention of proposing how the two communions might achieve full 
communion". 


The committee also heard reports and took actions on Lutheran relations with 
Baptists, Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholics, and Reformed. It asked LWF 
agencies to assist Lutheran response to the recent international theological 
convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) [EPS 49/02]. 


In connection with a special session to mark the LWF's 35th anniversary, 
Hungarian theologian Vilmos Vajta urged Lutheranism to recover a "genuine 
evangelical catholicity" in its worship. "The incarnation of Jesus Christ 
in the form of sacramental participation is the key to the coming world", 
he said. He also observed that the fact that some LWF members are not in 
communion with others is "an open wound in world Lutheranism and a real 
hindrance to ecumenical credibility". 


Vajta referred to a “unionism neurosis" in some parts of Lutheranism 
related to state-inspired efforts in Prussia in the early 1800s to force a 
union of Lutheran and Reformed Christians. ''There is nothing in common 
between the unionism of the 19th century and the recent developments of the 
ecumenical movement and its concepts of unity", Vajta said. ''For this very 
reason, one of the tasks of the Lutheran churches is to rid themselves at 
last of this neurosis". 


He added that Lutheranism's confessional concerns do not undermine ecumenism, 
but provide it with an essential element. He said the "hope for the future" 
of the LWF "lies in developing a dynamic which does not see church unity 
limited to the Lutheran churches, but goes on to seek to rediscover this 
unity in worldwide Christianity". 


EPS 


NAMIBIA CHURCH 


SEEN NEAR SPLIT Ecumenical Press 


Service: 82.08.70 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (EPS) - A report in Lutheran World Information, news service 
of the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, indicates that the "crisis" in 
this country's German Evangelical-Lutheran Church (DELK) "is coming to a head". 


The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has called the white denominations 
Landesprobst (suffragan bishop) back to the FRG. If Paul Gerhard Kauffenstein 
nevertheless decides to stay in Namibia, the relationship between the two 
churches would be broken, thus ending the supply of EKD pastors and considerable 
financial aid. 


Earlier this year, three EKD pastors returned to the FRG to protest Kauffen- 
stein's leadership. LWI reports a DELK split seems likely, perhaps a portion 
of its membership joining the white Namibian Reformed denomination related to 
South Africa's Dutch Reformed Church. 


DELK and the country's two large black Lutheran denominations are grouped in 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia. Speaking at the annual 
meeting of the LWF executive committee in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 
this month, President Hendrik Frederik of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

one of the three, said it is a "shame and a great sorrow that the Lutheran 
family in southern Africa had difficulty in practicing and living the unity 
proclaimed". 


Kauffenstein's critics say he has made Lutheran unity impossible by his 
leadership style. He is also criticized for his relationship to the South 
African authorities, who administer Namibia. A majority of the country's 
Christians are Lutherans. 


In another Namibian Lutheran split, Frederik said a group of about 1,000 
coloured (mixed race) Namibians formerly with the ELC have formed the Rhenish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Former ELC President Lukas de Vries heads the 
new group. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.08.71-73 


82.08.71: Polynesta-nuc lear 
The synod of the Evangelical Church of French Polynesia has asked France to 
stop its South Pacific nuclear tests. 


82.08.72: Saudt Arabia-expulsion 

A Baptist pastor and two Roman Catholic priests were expelled from Saudi 
Arabia last month, a few weeks after the building their congregation shared 
in Jiddah was closed. No reason was reported for the action. Christians in 
the country are estimated at fewer than 100,000, less than one percent of 
the mostly Muslim country. 


82.08.73: Tutu-Middle East 
General Secretary Desmond Tutu of the South African Council of Churches has 


sent messages to Israeli Prime Minister Menechem Begin, Palestine Liberation 
Organization Chairman Yasser Arafiat, and Middle East Council of Churches 
General Secretary Gabi Habib, in connection with the Lebanon crisis. Tutu 
asks Begin to be "true to great Jewish traditions" and to "stop cruel bombing 
of Beirut". He tells Arafat that he is "praying for all involved in Middle 
East conflict and that God will inspire you to greater realism about Israel's 
existence". The message to Habib offers assurance of "our fervent prayers 
for peace and God's strength in these horrible days". 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.08.74-81 | 


82.08.74: Company-satantsm 
Procter & Gamble has asked US clergy to help squelch a rumour that the 


company's "moon and stars" trademark is linked with corporate support for 
devil worship. The company sent letters to 48,999 clergy in 19 US states 
asking their cooperation. 


82.08.75: Bulgarta-instructton ; 
The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency KIPA reports new Bulgarian regulations 


which prevent youth under 16 from receiving religous instruction. 
82.08.76: Vtetnam-RC 


The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency KIPA says the Vietnamese communist party 
has given its leaders instructions to isolate the clergy and divide the 
country's Roman Catholic church. : 


82.08.77: Ntcaragua-message 


The government of Nicaragua first banned and then allowed publication of a 
letter from Pope John Paul which, among other things, supports Managua 
Archbishop Miguel Obanda Bravo [EPS 82.08.55, 62]. The archbishop has been 
critical of the Sandinista administration. A government spokesman said the 
decision to ban publication was taken because it "could have been used to 
further the cause of counter-revolutionaries". 


82.08.78: Ghana-reactton 
Both the 13-denomination Christian Council of Ghana and that country's Roman 
Catholic bishops have condemned the murder of three Ghana high court justices. 


82.08.79: UN-human rights ; 
In its annual report, the UN human rights committee names 22 countries 


where political opponents are abducted and often never seen again. It urges 
special safeguards to combat the phenomenon. The countries listed are 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Cyprus, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 
Guinea, Honduras, Indonesia, Iran, Lesotho, Mexico, Nicaragua, Philippines, 
Sri Lanka, Uganda, Uruguay, Zaire, South Africa, and Namibia. Last month, 
the World Council of Churches central committee urged churches to help 
combat a related practice - extrajudicial executions [EPS 82.08.03]. 


82.08.80: Lesotho-warntng 
The Lesotho Liberation Army, a group opposed to the southemn African kingdom's 


government, has criticized some church leaders for allowing the country's 
prime minister "to use your churches as armories as well as hiding places 
for himself and his clique of thugs". The LLA appeal adds that as a result, 
"you are conforming your churches to battlefields which we will not be 
hesitant to enter into" in pursuit of "the enemy of the nation... and his 
henchmen... We warn all the concerned churches and missions to see to it 
that this stops with immediate effect, because if this is not done we won't 
be ashamed of hitting our enemy where it is". 


82.08.81: Moravtan-US 
The agenda for the quadrennial northern provincial synod of the Moravian 


Church in America [22-28 August] includes election of a new president, a 
US$ 1.5 million church extension effort, and several social issues — peace 
and disarmament, abotion, criminal justice, world hunger, genocide, and 
environmental concerns. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.08.82-87 


82.08.82: Handtcapped-US 

An American Lutheran consultation on the placement of handicapped seminarians 
and the continued service of disabled pastors has concluded that they "offer 
the church the promise of effective ministry and the fulfillment of personal 
vocation". It urges continuing efforts to combat the "negative impact of 
handicappism" and to understand "the positive potential of ministry by dis- 
abled persons, both clergy and lay". 


82.08.83: Angltcan-Abortgines 

A committee of the Anglican diocese of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, 

has issued an endorsement of most of last year's report by visiting ecumenical 
team which critized the country's treatment of Aborigines [1981 EPS No.21]. 
However, it says, the team's report fails to give proper recognition to the 
current and past work of Australian churches and missionary agencies. It 

also questions the report's conclusion that “only international solidarity 

can bring the necessary pressure to achieve the goals of the Aboriginal 
people". The committee's view is that "international interference is 

neither warranted nor appropriate". 


82.08.84: Bapttsm-gay 

After two years of study and consultation with its classis (regional 
jurisdiction), a congregation of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
near Rotterdam has decided to baptize [22 August] a child whose guardians 
are. two female homosexuals who are members of the parish. The decision 
has provoked controversy. 


82.08.85: Reformed-just war 

The synod of the Christian Reformed Church in North America has approved 
a statement questioning whether just wars are possible today "in view of 
the destructive power of modern weapons". It urges "the nations of the 
world... to establish a framework of mutual agreement to scrap these 
weapons, and to do so without delay under international surveillance". 


62.08.86: Switzerland-btshops 

A tentative proposal by Swiss Roman Catholic authorities to increase the 
number of dioceses in the country from six to nine - including the naming 
of resident bishops for Geneva and Zurich, cities where the work of the 
16th century church reformers John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli.was centred, 
has aroused Reformed opposition, mostly in Geneva. A Geneva member of 
the Swiss parliament warns that the plan is "awakening old demons" of 
religious strife. Counting all the non-Swiss resident in Geneva in 
connection with the many international organizations headquartered there, 
the canton is predominantly Roman Catholic, although counting only the 
Swiss it is mostly Reformed. 


82.08.87: Turkey-Armentan 

The Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] patriarch in Istanbul, Shnork Kaloustian, 
appealed [11 August] for an end to Armenian terrorist attacks on Turkish 
targets. He urged Armenians worldwide to "disown these misguided and 
fanatical elements''. Contemporary Turkish-Armenian animosity goes back to 
what Armenians consider Turkish genocide against Armenians in the Ottoman 
Empire during World War lI. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.08. 88-93 


82.08.88: Baptism-unmarrted 

Officials of the Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau (FRG) say they will 
look into the case of a minister who refused a request for the baptism of a 
child whose parents said they would continue to live together but not get 
married. With the approval of the parish council, the minister said he wished 
to avoid giving approval to the relationship by administering the sacrament. 
Other ministers have announced they would baptize a child in similar 
circumstances. 


82.08.89: Burma-ehurch role 


Kyaw Than, head of the Ticpind Theological Institute in Burma, said during a 
recent visit to the FRG that there is a change taking place in the role of 
the church in that mostly Buddhist country, where Christianity has been 
peripheral and foreign missionaries not allowed. He said the departure of 
the missionaries in the 1960s did not weaken the church, but rather made it 
more self-reliant. Today, he added, Christians are often involved as advisors 
or initiators in government-planned development projects. He said Burmese 
Christians are not out to "convert" but rather to "testify creatively" to 
their faith. 

82.08.90: Philtpptnes—detatnees ; og, 

The task force on detainees of the Roman Catholic association of major 
religious orders in the Philippines says at least 459 people have been 
illegally detained and 62 killed by the military there this year. A nun 
speaking for the group said detainees are tortured, despite official denials. 
The Philippine defence ministry said all arrests are covered by warrants or 
presidential commitment orders. It reiterated the government position that 
it would investigate any charges against soldiers if evidence is submitted. 
The task force estimated a total of at least 7,000 were arrested without 
warrants, 268 disappeared, and 1,163 were killed between 1975 and 1981. 


82.08.91: Bapttst-resoluttons 


The annual session of the [US] Pregressive National Baptist Convention has 
passed 12 social and political action resolutions, mostly critical of 

policies of the US government. It also condemned the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. Among other things, the resolutions urge a nuclear weapons freeze, 
an end to US aid to El Salvador, suspension of US trade with South Africa, 
and opposition to a constitutional amendment to allow prayer in state schools. 


82.08.92: Patrtarchs-Middle East 

The Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, and Eastern Catholic (Melkite) 
patriarchs of Antioch, based in Damascus, have urged US President Ronald 
Reagan to act to stop the bloodshed in Lebanon. Ignatios IV, Maximos V Hakin, 
and Ignatius Zakka I said that as spiritual leaders of many of those in the 
affected area they could not be silent in the fact of the suffering of their 
flocks and the threat to civilisation there. 


82.08.93: Arts tn the church 
The co-founder of the [US] Ecumenical Council for Drama and Other Arts sees 


a resurgence of church interest in the arts, despite the recession. Wilma 
Ringstrom made her prediction at the council's annual meeting last month, in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. She said the renewed interest is reflected in both 
"liberal" and "conservative" denominations. The council's meeting included 
workshops on drama, liturgical dance, clown ministry, creative dramatics, oral 
interpretation, and visual art. 


ECUVIEW: “Haiti Today" EPS: 82.08.94 


The following ts translated and excerpted from an arttcle by Théo Buss, who 
jotns the World Counctl of Churches staff next month as editor of Service 
Oecuméntque de Presse et d'Informatton (SOEPI), the French-language counter- 
part to EPS. He is currently on the staff of the Swtss-based Third World 
Informatton Service. 


After the death of Francois Duvalier ("Papa Doc") in 1971, the regime became 
somewhat less oppressive, though one could hardly speak of any fundamental 
change. His son, Jean-Claude Duvalier ("Baby Doc"), offended world public 
opinion less directly. The Tontons-Macoutes, the Duvalier secret police, 
became less overtly repressive. People detained no longer disappeared so 
systematically. In certain cases there was a semblance of legal due process. 


The media took advantage of the relative relaxation to support the rights of 
the people. Workers, in connection with newly formed trade unions, began to 
exercise some of their rights. 


But from 28 November 1980, this mild improvement was halted. Overnight, the 
government reversed the trend. Parties and unions were suppressed. A general 
repression worthy of Papa Doc was launched. This new wave of terror was 
unleashed over the country in the wake of the election of US President Ronald 
Reagan. 


During Reagan's inauguration, 20 January 1981, the director of Haitian 
television told his audience: 'Human rights are finished". From that time, 
the government acted without restraint. Systematic oppression - physical, 
psychological, and economic, initiated by several repressive actions directed 
from the presidential palace - again became the order of the day. 


Even religious liberty was curtailed. Outspoken preachers were silenced. 

The Haitian Conference of Religions, author of a document critical of the 
regime, was severely reprimanded by the Roman Catholic archbishop of Port- 
au-Prince, who is close to the Duvalier circle. The government is now trying 
by all manner and means to control international assistance and development 
agencies, church-related or secular, which still offer some opportunity for 
free dialogue... 


Like those from Vietnam, the Haitian boat people have been in the news. The 
bulk of them leave the country for economic reasons. In Haiti, they are barely 
able to survive. Exile does not solve their problems, however. 


Many are sent back by the American coast guard and are jailed upon their return 
to Port-au-Prince. Some disappear forever. Some are killed in their boats 

as they leave the island. Others are pursued and subject to mistreatment or 
imprisonment in the Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Miami, New 
York or on the high seas. 


The US government has established camps at Krome in Florida and at Fort Allen 
in Puerto Rico. They are surrounded by barbed wire to keep the boat people in. 
Nonetheless Haitians continue to flee their country. "The sea's teeth are 
less sharp than Duvalier's", they say. 


Haitians have reacted to the situation, but the repression is such that most 
opposition politicians are dead or in exile... As long as the US government 
continues to support the Duvalier regime - albeit at arm's length - it seems 
likely that the efforts of brave Haitians to overthrow it are doomed to 
failure. 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: "On Witnessing to Hindus" EPS: 82.08.95 


The following ts the last portton of an open letter that appears in the 

July tssue of the monthly evangeltsm letter of the World Counetl of Churches. 
Its author, Wesley Artarajah, a Srt Lankan Methodtst, ts WCC programme 
secretary for Chrtsttan-Htndu-Buddhist relations. Coptes of the enttre 
letter are avatlable from Raymond Fung, WCC evangeltsm secretary, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. 


In the Bible the human predicament and alienation from God is depicted 
in the framework of "sin-fall and alienation from God". Much of the ways 
we understand the significance of Christ speaks to this framework. A good 
example is the understanding of Jesus as the Christ - the Messiah. The 
concept and all that it means is well understood within Judaism and the 
church that was evolving out of it. 


But the Hindus understand the human predicament in an entirely different 
framework, using such concepts as Karma, rebirth, cycles of life-processes, 
etc. How do they perceive the human condition? In what way can the good 

news become incarnate within this tradition? These are points worth pondering. 


There are some who feel that this is an unnecessary preoccupation. "All people 
are alienated from God; they are in sin; and what is needed is the direct 
presentation of the gospel", they would say. You should consider whether 

this is really so. The Hindu religion, culture and belief are so entrenched 

in the Indian heart and mind, that it is difficult to imagine a Hindu who 

does not operate on the above thought-form consciously or otherwise. This 

is a matter on which you should reflect further... 


Let me mention just one more point. This relates to the presentation of the 
Gospel and an expectation on how it should be received. Some evangelists 
think that the Gospel message is a "package-deal"'. They would insist that 
Christ and all that Christians have come to believe about him (saviour, son 
of God, redeemer, etc.) should be accepted by the hearers. Often this 
package includes baptism and church membership. In an earlier age, this also 
included a change of name, dress and culture: If you want to witness to 
Christ to a Hindu, you should first get over the "package" idea. 


The Hindus would accept Christ as a great teacher, guru, saint, etc. and one 
should never attempt to enforce one's own understanding on them. It is of 
interest that even Christ's disciples had various perceptions about who 
Christ was and they grew in their own understanding with the passage of time. 
What is wrong with it? Let Christ be to them who he will be to them. 
Insistence on this matter is what alienated Mahatma Ghandi from Christianity 
as a religion. 


Let me conclude with a word on our attitude to the act of witnessing itself. 
The most important lesson I have learned from the ministry of Christ is the 
great integrity with which he approached people. The Hindu is not an object 
for conversion. He or she is a fellow pilgrim with whom we share the decisive 
impact Christ has had on our own lives. Even as we do so, we should be 
prepared to listen to any witness he or she may have to offer to us. Their 
lives may be greatly enriched by our witness. Similarly, we may be enabled 

to see the unsearchable riches of God through their witness to us. 


In such witness situation a Hindu may recognize a challenge to discipleship 
to Christ which he or she may want to accept openly in freedom. On the other 
hand, the Hindu may see no reason why he or she has to make such an open commit 
ment of discipleship to Christ. Can you, in both circumstances, accept the 
Hindu as your brother or sister who stands, like you, under the unfathomable 
love and grace of God? 

EPS 
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ECUVIEW: "Concerns of the Church in Britain EPS: 82.08.96 


The following ts excerpted from notes on a visit by a seven-person World Counctl of Churches team to the 
church in Britatn for nearly three weeks in late May and early June. The vitsttors tneluded a Srt Lankan 
Methodist, an Egypttan Ortental Orthodox, a Dutch Reformed, an Argentinian Methodist, a Kenyan 
Pentecostal, a Mozambtquan Anglican, and a US Methodist. About 70 such team visits to the church in 
about 90 countries are being held this year and next tn connection wtth the WCC assembly next 24 July - 
10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


a) The concern for unity: Both the papal visit and the covenant voting had introduced additional 

_ impetus to the unity concern of the churches. The papal visit was in many ways a significant event. 
Even those who had serious reservations about the papacy, and about the visit itself, agreed that 
the pope came through both to the British public and to the churches as a "father in God" deeply 
concerned with peace and unity... The visit will give further impetus to the 300 ecumenical projects 
at the local level, where congregations have shared church buildings and in some cases team ministries. 
Although most of these projects are done in collaboration between Anglican and other Protestant 
churches, e.g. Methodist, United Reformed, some include Roman Catholics. 


b) The inner city, race relations, inter-faith dialogue: The problems of the inner city (violence, 


crime, police-public relations and youth unemployment) and the related race relations are of great 
concern. They are knotty problems, but there is much awareness and commitment to deal with them 
concretely. It was encouraging to see that some of the church leadership has not been overwhelmed 
by the complexity of the problem and the divisive issues involved. 


Similarly the issue of inter-faith relations is also very much in the forefront and the team met 
Many persons who voiced this specific concern. However, a large number of parish leaders seems 
unaware of this problem, and view the question of ethnic and racial minorities as something outside 
their immediate concern. Some are concerned, but do not know how to deal with it. They are not 
sure of the way to deal with the issue of ecumenical witness in a multi-racial society. 


c) Unemployment and education: With three million unemployed at the time of the visits, unemployment 
and education were issues that came up in all encounters. The problem of unemployment is not seen 
only as a question of being out of work. There seems to be a whole complex of issues. 


To begin with,the British society has to support larger and larger numbers of old and retired 
persons who are unable to contribute to the life of the nation. Modernization and technology have 
effectively reduced not only the power of the workers, but also their sense of worth and importance. 


Youth feel especially marginalized because of unemployment... af; 


The whole concept of "work" as a meaningful way of spending one's life is perceived to be under 
threat. Many face the threat of long-term unemployment, and still others have no prospect of 
employment at all. What does this mean to persons and society? Again, since education and 
training have hitherto been primarily geared to immediate employment, what does one make of the 
future of education and training programmes? These are some of the questions being asked... 
There is the problem of massive unemployment of youth and all that it means to the social fabric. 
The need for a new theological interpretation of work was expressed by many. (The document 
"Theology of Work" was just published in Wales). 


d) Relations with Conservative Evangelical churches and movements: While there is an overall general 


decline of membership in the mainline churches, there is renewed activity in the more Evangelical 
churches, the Pentecostal, sectarian and black churches. While there are some reservations, there 
is also an increasing awareness of the need for dialogue between the mainline churches and these 
movements. Though the team did not have any concrete experience of this aspect, the concern was 
expressed and seems to occupy the minds of the church leadership. Several remarks were heard on 
the growth of Evangelical groups and how the majority of students in theological seminaries seemed 
to be more inclined to the 'evangelical' rather than the ‘ecumenical’. The question is how to get 
behind the labels 'evangelical' and ‘ecumenical' and enter into real dialogue. 


e) Church and nation: The Falklands/Malvinas crisis again highlighted the questions relating to 
church and nation. There seems to be an increasing sense within the churches that they have less 
and less impact on the life of the nation. In some places churches have already begun to see their 
role as a "prophetic voice" within the nation. This raised many questions about the "established 
church" and its future. Can the church openly criticize certain government actions? 


As in many other countries, the churches in Britain seem to have two types of members. One type is 
those persons who seem to take the church as it is and go on the way things have always been. 

Then there is another group of persons very much aware of the issues and problems facing 
the church and nation, and committed to act on the gospel imperatives, despite the increasing 
erosion of the churches' influence on the lives of individuals and the nation. The team was 
impressed withthe level of this commitment. 


f) Northeran Ireland and peace education: It is difficult to describe the Northern Ireland experience 
of the team members in a brief way. On the one hand we were shocked to see how the division 
between the Roman Catholics and Protestants has remained entrenched despite modernisation, 
urbanisation and the high levels of church attendance. We were surprised by the insularity of the 
people and how little impact the outer world has made on them. We were heartened to see the efforts 
at peace education and the service of many devoted persons who are working for peace and reconciliation... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Church's Attitude to Learning" EPS: 82.08.97 


The following ts a portion of an article, "Reflections on Church, Children, and Youth", whtch appears 


in the current (1982/2) newsletter of the World Counetl of Churches educatton office. Its author, 
John Suteltffe, ts general secretary of the London-based Christian Educatton Movement. 


‘Some churches have taken bold steps to involve children and adults in learning and worshipping together, 
with the result that the adults have developed new attitudes: a sense of enquiry, openness to exploration 
honesty in questioning and in the use of language, acceptance of each other and each other's experience. 


Above all, adults have learned that they are learners and that it is enriching to be a learner. This 
attitude contrasts strongly with that of the adults in many congregations who attend to celebrate holy 
communion regularly, but their minds and emotions, and therefore their opinions and social consciences, 
are not engaged. 


The attitude to learning in the adult church is not only significant for the adults and the potential 
life and activity of the church. It has two important effects on the church's work with children: 

it radically changes the nature of the church's community life and brings children and adults closer 
together and able much more to share and minister to each other; second, it changes what those who work 
with children think about the goals of their work. 


Often, in the past, Sunday school has been seen as an end in itself. The educational aims have not 
been clearly defined, but it has been hoped that children would leave with a knowledge of Christ and a 
commitment to serve him. For a very few, this has been formalized in confirmation or church membership. 


Either way, on leaving Sunday school or on being confirmed, it has been unwittingly communicated to 
young people that that was the end of the process. They had in some sense arrived. This message was 
communicated because it was the unconscious attitude of both teachers in Sunday school and of the adult 
church. A process had been completed... 


Once the adult congregation has a strong conviction about itself as a learning community the implicit 
messages of the community are radically different. The teachers and ministers or clergy are also 
learners. There is no end process, only appropriate commitments en route. There is no point at which 
to leave. There is no joining, in a membership sense; rather there is continued participation. 


The Sunday school is neither independent nor able to determine limited objectives because it has a stong 
sense of its own participation in the whole community of faith. The Sunday school is not limited to 
experience within the peer group only, because of the close relations, the interrelation, between it 

and the adult community. (Indeed, many would say that in this context Sunday school can be abolished). 


The opportunities contained within such developments are clear. The challenge is how to persuade 

adults that there is a fuller and more interesting way. How can adults be persuaded that their own 
growth, that of their children and of the church as a community of faith and social force depends, 

among other things, on their attitude to learning? How can they be helped to see ministry not as one 
person but as the whole church? How can they become participators rather than delegators in the church's 
teaching ministry? 


These are some of the questions which seem to me to be of fundamental importance in the churches I know. 
They may have a wider significance. I do not see Christian education:programmes in the churches 
depending on the availability of educational gadgetry, flannelgraphs, overhead projectors, teachers, 
Sunday school, and so on. I see it as being dependent on the fundamental attitudes of the church 
community. It has to do with our understanding of the nature of the church. 


It is precisely at this point that we come face to face with the problem of the churches in the West. 
Like many individuals, they seem to have become immobilised by all that assails them, pressures from 
without and within. They lack, in general, the motivation. 


By motivation I mean that deep sense of commitment to Christ the liberator who offers comfort through 
liberation, not through platitudes: I mean a deep sense of commitment to the future as that which is 
to be shaped rather than accepted; I mean a deep sense of being part of a corporate body, historic 

and universal, which has only lived when it has changed; I mean finding tradition in the living Christ 
in the company of his people, rather than in the way things were done in the past. 
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HINDUISM (See item in this EPS 


(2831): Hindu temple, Trichinopoly, India. 


(2832): Hindu dancers, Bangalore, India. 


(2833): Hindu worshippers, Bali, Indonesia. 


(2834): Hindu temple, Bangalore, India. 


(2835): Wesley Ariarajah, World Council of Churches 
programme secretary for Christian-Hindu- 
Buddhist relations. 
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HAITI (See item in this EPS) 
(2836, 2837): “Scenes from Brooklyn, one of the 
slum areas of Port-au-Prince. 
(2838): Haitian workers 
(2839): Haitian farmers 


(2840): Workers carrying sacks of coconuts. 
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At the general counetl of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
aparthetd - race separatton tn South Africa - ts a major focus 


‘of attentton. 


An 'unprecedented' meeting between Presbyterian and governing 
party representatives takes place on Tatwan. 


Two member denomtnattons erttictze the Lutheran World Federatton. 


US Lutheran and Anglican conventions have before them a. proposal 
for a new relationship - "tntertm shartng of the euchartst". 


US church leaders meet separately with US Jewtsh and Palestintan 
representattves on reactton to the Lebanon sttuattion. 


SA APARTHEID ON Ecumenical Press 
REFORMED AGENDA Service:82.09.01 


OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada (EPS) - Apartheid - race separation in South Africa - 
dominated much of the first week of business of the general council of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, meeting here [17-27 August ]. 


Eleven South Africans - nine blacks and two whites - said they would abstain 
from the receiving the sacrament at the opening communion service to protest 
the presence jn the congregation of representatives of two white South 
African WARC denominations which support, or at least decline to condemn, 
apartheid. Representatives of the two, the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) 

and the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (NHKA), said their views were mis- 
represented. 


To help prepare for possible action later in the meeting, a public hearing 
on the apartheid issue was held. Some representatives of the approximately 
150 WARC denominations in about 75 countries have urged the council to 
condemn apartheid as heresy. Another proposal is that the NGK and NHKA be 
suspended from full WARC membership until they condemn apartheid, help 
blacks who suffer as a result of it and allow blacks to worship in their 
congregations. 


Other topics on the WARC agenda are the peace movement, and a major study 
of the meaning of Reformed witness today. The latter is expected to 
determine policy and future development of the alliance for much of the 
rest of the decade. WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret observed that 
many WARC members wish to see the alliance more dynamic and able to act on 
their behalf. 


Delegates were particularly moved by a call to prayer for General Secretary 
Kao Chung-Ming of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, now in his third year 
of a seven-year prison sentence, charged with anti-government activities. 


In a message to the council, Kao described his missionary work among his 
fellow prisoners. "I will continue doing missionary work, so please do not 
worry about difficulties here", he wrote. "Pray for me that I can fulfill 
my call from God". 


Eight denominations were admitted to WARC membership — five from Indonesia 
and one each from Botswana, Zaire, and Brazil. [Earlier item: EPS G2200.39 |. 
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TAIWAN MEETING Ecumenical Press 
"UNPRECEDENTED ' Service:82.09.02 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (EPS) - What its newspaper describes as an "unprecedented" 
meeting has taken place between leaders of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 
and the island's ruling Guomintang Party. 


Taiwan Church News reported in its 25 July issue, which reached Geneva at 
the end of August, that despite differences of opinion on certain issues, 
the six-hour session, asked for by the party, was "frank and helpful". 


The denomination, which with the Roman Catholic church accounts for the bulk 
of the island's 1.1 million Christians (about seven percent of the population), 
has been critical of the government in recent years. Its general secretary, 
Kao Chung-Ming, is in prison. 


Church leaders reportedly raised eight concerns: the release of Kao and 
another PCT leader, Lam Man-Chun; a renewed understanding of the World 
Council of Churches, of which the PCT is a member; a tax on church funds; 
ways to reduce the mistrust between government and various groups in society; 
misunderstandings about the PCT; the nation's future; ways to "promote 
international respect for the 18 million people in Taiwan"; and government 
policy towards the commercial development of mountain land. 
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LUTHERAN FEDERATION'S Ecumenical Press 
POLICIES CRITICIZED Service: 82.09.03 


VANCOUVER, British Columbia, Canada (EPS) - Two of the 97 member denominations 
of the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation have criticized LWF policies 
and practices related to their special concerns. 


In a letter to the LWF executive committee, meeting here, the Toronto-based 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia in Exile said the LWF shows a "lack of 
support for the freedom struggle of the Baltic nations" Latvia, Estonia, and 
Lithuania, which were”forcibly occupied and incorporated”"into the Soviet Union 
towards the end of World War II. The exile denomination also said USSR 
representatives of Baltic Lutherans are "compelled to express the views of 

the Soviet government" and said LWF publications fail to refer to "the tragedy 
of these nations". 


; Z 
Committee member Janos Kalvanas, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church : 


of Lithuania, disagreed, and LWF General Secretary Carl Mau said the organizatior 
is guided primarily by its member churches on the territory concerned and : 
"seeks to make every effort to strengthen them in their ministry". : 


In another complaint, President Raul Denuncio of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Argentina said LWF neutrality on the Falklands/Malvinas 
issue is a sign of the organization's northern, colonialist bias. Mau said 
the LWF would continue to further North-South Dialogue, and deal fairly with 
all LWF members. 


: 
| 
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US ANGLICANS, LUTHERANS Ecumenical Press 
ASKED TO SHARE EUCHARIST Service: 82.09.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - Representatives of US Anglicans and Lutherans were asked this 
month to approve "interim sharing of the eucharist". Supporters call 
it a "new term to describe a new relationship" and a “major ecumenical advance. 


Involved are four denominations - the Episcopal Church and three Lutheran 
bodies (Lutheran Church in America, American Lutheran Church, and Association 
of Evangelical Lutheran Churches) which account for about two-thirds of the 
country's Lutherans. Substantially identical resolutions were placed before 
the four separate conventions, the last of which concluded 15 September. 


Under the interim sharing proposal, the Lutheran and Episcopal bishops of a 
given area could "by mutual agreement... permit common, joint celebration 

of the eucharist within their jurisdictions" when they "deem that local 
conditions are appropriate". Both a Lutheran pastor and an Episcopal priest 
would be present at the altar as a way of "expressing unity in faith and 
baptism as well as the remaining divisions which they seek to overcome; . 
however," the resolution adds, "this does not imply rejection or final 
recognition of either church's eucharist or ministry". 


Other parts of the resolution affirm mutual recognition that the four bodies 
are "churches in which the gospel is preached and taught", and call for 
mutual prayer and support (including covenants or agreements between 
congregations and regional jurisdictions), common study of the Bible and of 
Anglican and Lutheran history and theological traditions, joint use of 
physical facilities, and joint programmes of religous education, theological 
discussion, mission, evangelism and social action. 


Also proposed is a third in the US Lutheran-Episcopal dialogue series, 
which began in 1969, to discuss such questions as “implications of the 
gospel, historic episcopate, and ordering of ministry... in the total 

context of apostolicity" with the aim of establishing "full communion". 


Commenting on the proposal, the Episcopal ecumenical relations commission 
calls the proposed relationship "unique". It observes that in 

the resolution the four denominations express a willingness on the basis of 
what they affirm about each to have their clergy "symbolically to stand 
together at the altar, although not yet in place of each other there. This, 
-+- we believe, will be a significant and responsible step" towards unity. 


At World Council of Churches headquarters here, Faith and Order Director 
William Lazareth called the proposal of "potential world-wide Significance". 
That is because Lutherans "would be acknowledging that their confessional 
commitment to authentic scriptural ecumenism means far more than domestic 
pan-Lutheran mergers" and because Anglicans "would be recognizing the 
sacramental integrity of another liturgical church whose worship of the 
triune God is likewise centred in the proclamation of the gospel within 

the celebration of the eucharist". 


In London, Anglican Consultative Council Secretary-General John Howe noted 
that a projected 1983 meeting of the international Lutheran-Anglican joint 
working group would be assessing the results of regional encounters between 
the two traditions, particularly in Europe, Tanzania, and the US. 


Lutheran World Federation Interconfessional Dialogue Secretary Giinther Gassmann 
called the proposal "very important" because it represents a "direct, practical, 
concrete" result of theological dialogue, a demonstration that such efforts are 
"worthwhile". He noted that the LWF executive committee last month commended 
the plan, which, he said, "will also be an encouragement to go in the same 
direction in other parts of the world", such as Europe. 
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CHURCH LEADERS MEET WITH Ecumenical Press 
JEWISH, PALESTINIAN REPS Service: 82.09.05 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Leaders of the 32-denomination [US] National Council of 
Churches —- including NCC General Secretary Claire Randall and Indiana United 
Methodist Bishop James Armstrong, NCC president - have met separately with 
representatives of five American Jewish organizations and the Palestinian 
Congress of North America, a 55-organization umbrella group. 


Some NCC members have been accused by Jewish spokespeople of uncritically 
accepting Palestinian charges against Israel. Palestinian leaders have urged 
the NCC to be more vocal against Israel's use of US weapons in the Lebanese 
invasion. 


The meetings were closed and off the record, but some participants commented 
afterwards. Armstrong said he is pleased by what happened at both gatherings 
and projected additional meetings. 


Marc Tanenbaum, American Jewish Committee national interreligious affairs 
director, called the NCC-Jewish session "a good meeting, a tough and difficult 
meeting that finally ended up very constructive". He said Roman Catholics 
and Evangelicals are more balanced in their view of the Israeli invasion 

than NCC denominational leaders. Liberal Protestant statements, he suggested, 
tend to make the Palestine Liberation Organization"appear to be innocent 
victims and portrayed Israel as some demon or Satan", 


Tanenbaum said it is “absolutely essential for Protestant moral credibility 
to condemn ‘decisively the PLO's constant resort to terrorism, violence, and 
massacre... At the same time", he added, "it is important for the Jewish 
community to recognize the need for justice and support of human rights of 
the Palestinian people". 


PCNA Executive Director Jawad George said he perceives a genuine NCC concern 
about the Lebanese crisis, but asked NCC leaders to go further. "We believe 
that member churches of the NCC should be doing more to serve as the 
conscience of America with respect to the war of genocide that the Israelis 
are perpetrating against the Palestinians and Lebanese civilians", he said. 


NCC Middle East Director Richard Butler said the meetings "demonstrated... 
the different perceptions which people have of the same facts". He observed 
that "these difference perceptions are found within the National Council... 
as well as between Jewish organizations and the Palestinians, and this is 
something we are struggling with constantly". 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.09.06-11 


82.09.06: Netherlands-cutbacks 

The 25-year-old Dutch Protestant Center for Family Planning reports it has 
more work to do, but cutbacks in government funding and decreasing income 
from supporters have forced it to eliminate its magazine. Also projecting 
cutbacks because of declining income (and falling membership) is the French- 
language section of the Netherlands Reformed Church, whose 16 congregations 
have roots among French-speaking Reformed Christians in what is now Belgium. 


82.09.07: Netherlands-energy 

A Dutch committee fostering national discussion about energy —- especially 
nuclear power - has support from several churches and other groups. Ina 
new phase of its work, it is looking for 1,000 volunteers to lead discussions 
in churches and other places on energy issues. 


82.09.08: Eeumentcal-fi ln 
The six-member ecumenical jury at the International Film Festival in Locarno, 
Switzerland, has awarded its prize to a Swiss film, "Parti sans laisser 
d'adresse" ("Moved, No Forwarding Address") by Jacqueline Veuve. The jury 
praised it as a CMe of an environment and a prison system which, 
in part, destroyed a person" and a "careful and realistic look at the last 
months of the lite of a drug addict". The jury also singled out a Venezuelan 
film of Thaelman Urgelles, "La Boda" ("Marriage"), for a special mention. 
Jury members were designated by two organizations - Interfilm (based in 
Hilversum, Netherlands) and International Catholic Cinema Organization (based 
ineParis). 
ee 09.09: Nrearagua- film 

A film based on experiences of a group of American Lutheran Church members 
who visited Nicaragua and Mexico to study hunger was later edited by the ALC 
to remove statements critical of US policy in the region. ALC Presiding 
Bishop David Preus asked the ALC church in society office to review the film. 
The office approved the film with the deletions and additions of a 
notice that it is not an ALC "social statement". The fel tay Ss producer nal tea 
the new version "much more bland". Preus said, "If we're going to have 
strong social statements made, they're going to be made by the persons 
elected by the church and given that responsibility", rather than by "over- 
night experts" 


82.09.10: Africa-Independent 

About 45 church leaders from 20 countries are expected in Nairobi in November 
to finalize details of a new Organization of African Independent Churches. 
There are an estimated 6,000 such denominations, large and pad on the 
continent, many of them formed as the result of schisms. 


82.09.11: Chtle-unemployment 

Chile's Roman Catholic bishops have urged that the fight against unemployment - 
20 percent in the country - be made a high priority, instead of being considered 
a lesser or a tolerable evil. The message from their recent assembly also 
touches on crime by youth, drug use, the activities of religious groups such 

as the Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses, and the "people's-church" movement 

for "basic Christian communities". With regard to the last, the bishops 
indicate their concern to improve the quality of church life, accept criticism, 
and maintain constant dialogue with the faithful. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.09.12-16 


82.09.12: US-unechurched 

Two Americans in five are considered unchurched - that is, they do not belong 
to a congregation and have not attended a worship service for at least six 
months, other than on special occasions. A new survey of the unchurched for 
an interfaith organization, Religion in American Life, finds many of them 
bitter about organized religion though positive about its role in teaching © 
moral values. Organized religion is rejected on grounds it is materialistic, 
too powerful, hypocritical, and irrelevant. 


82.09.13: Canada-apo logy 

The general council of the United Church of Canada has apologized to one- 
time UCC China missionary James Endicott, who was forced to resign from the 
UCC clergy roster in 1946 following his public support for the Communist 
forces who opposed and eventually overthrew the Nationalist government of 
China. During the 1950s, his work on behalf of peace and East-West détente 
drew criticism from Canadian government and church leaders. (Lester Pearson, 
later Canada's prime minister, once called Endicott a "Red stooge"). The 
general council resolution says the church caused Endicott "much personal 
hurt and anxiety". It adds that "events in the past 30 years have borne 
out many of his predictions and prophetic actions on the issue of world 
peace", and "affirms the faithful and courageous contribution he made to 
the cause of peace and global justice". 


82.09.14: Offtce reorgantzed 

The New York office of the US Conference for the World Council of Churches 
has been reorganized. Following a sabbatical leave,Executive Secretary 
Keith Bridston becomes a WCC consultant devoting special attention to 
theological issues related to the next WCC assembly, 24 July - 10 August 1983 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. William Jones, conference finance 
officer, has been named office manager. Nancy Clark continues in the office 
as New York-based WCC communications officer. The US conference coordinates 
US support for and interprets WCC programmes,and is a liaison between the 

26 US-based WCC member denominations and WCC headquarters in Geneva. 


82.09.15: Jamatca-Rastafartantsm 

A committee of the 10-denomination Jamaica Council of Churches has begun a 
detailed study of Rastafarianism, a religious group which considers the late 
Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie God. The Rasta movement is a notable force 
in the Caribbean and in West Indian communities in West Europe and North 
America. Often critical of the establishment, including the church, it has 
been seeking recognition as a valid religion. The committee is to recommend 
future action to the JCC this month. 


82.09.16: GDR-bapttsm 

Representatives of GDR (East German) Baptist and Evangelical (Lutheran and 
United) denominations have formed a joint commission to study the contemporary 
relevance of Reformation-era condemnations of Anabaptists (those favouring 
baptism of those able to speak for themselves, even if they have been 

baptized as infants). At an initial meeting, representatives of both 
traditions gave a historical-critical assessment of the condemnations. 

Results from the series of four meetings are expected next March. The first 
meeting was reportedly marked by "mutual openness...a joyous community in 

the Spirit”. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:?82.09.17-18 


82.09.17: Ireland-divorce 

The standing committee of the general synod of the [Anglican] Church of 
Ireland has criticized a proposal to have a referendum to change the Irish 
Republic's constitution to forbid abortion. The committee, rejecting 
abortion in general, sais "there can be medical circumstances in which a 
termination of pregnancy is required". It adds that the referendum 
proposal "will not... promote a responsible and informed attitude to the 
issue of abortion. We gravely doubt the wisdom of using constitutional 
prohibitions as a means of dealing with complex moral and social problems". 
Currently, abortion and contraception are prohibited by Irish law, divorce 
by the Irish constitution. Representatives of Ireland's Methodists and 
Presbyterians have also opposed the referendum, while the bishops of the 
numerically dominant Roman Catholics have seemed more favourable [EPS 82.07.40]. 


82.09.18: Argentina-RC bishops 

Argentina's Roman Catholic bishops say "it would be a great contribution to 
restore democracy, for the [military] government to take effective steps to 
solve the serious problem of the missing people, prisoners without trial, 
those who have completed their sentences and are still in DGLeONads to .nfom 
[about their fate] and release them". In a statement following their annual 
conference, they also urge that the state of siege in effect since 1976 be 
lifted, and warn against a coup against the current government, on grounds 
that would hinder steps to restore democracy, which Argentine President 
Reynaldo Bignone has promised by March 1984. 


ECUPAST: World Church News of 25 Years Ago from EPS of October 1957 EPS:82.09.19 


US church leaders were opposing actions by the governor of Arkansas to prohibit 
blacks and whites from attending the same school in the state capital. 


Egyptian church leaders sent a letter to the government protesting a "policy 
of discrimination and injustice" against the Christian minority in the mostly 
Muslim country. 


A plan to unite Canada's Anglican and United denominations was reported. 
[The two remain separate]. 


The Patriarchs of. the Russian and Bulgarian Orthodox churches jointly appealed 
for the prohibition of the manufacture, use, and testing of atomic weapons. 


A Hungarian church delegation visited Chinese Christians at the invitation 
of the Three Self Movement. 


German bishops protested GDR emphasis on secular youth dedication ceremonies, 
held as a counter to church confirmation rites. The GDR home affairs minister 
issued a sharp reaction to the protests. 


The [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece set up a special department to 
"observe and control the activities of foreign proselytisers". 


The convocation of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden defeated - 62-36 - a 
government bill to permit the ordination of female priests. [The Swedish 
church and most of world Lutheranism now ordain women]. 


ECUVIEW: "Singing a New Song in Zimbabwe" EPS:82.09.20 


The following ts adapted from an article prepared by the London-based World 
Assoctatton for Christian Communtcattion. 


For generations Christians in Zimbabwe have sung hymns brought by missionaries 
from Europe and North America. They sing in African languages, but the tunes 
and texts are from Wesleyan hymns, German chorales or American gospel songs. 
Liturgies have been direct translations from those used in parent churches 

in the West. 


This is changing rapidly through groups such as the Ecumenical Arts Association 
(EAA) in Zimbabwe, which brings together students, teachers and musicians from 
various denominations. The World Association for Christian Communication 
provides support for this programme, which was founded as a reaction to the 
exclusive use of Western art forms. 


EAA works to build a national identity through Zimbabwean art forms. Christians 
in developing nations, such as Zimbabwe, are aware as never before of their 
rich heritage in the traditional arts, and are abandoning the old notion that 
these are somehow 'pagan' and inappropriate for the church. 


A recent EAA workshop at the Old Umtali Mission produced a dozen new musical 
compositions, for example. More than 85 people from all parts of the country 
took part in the week-long programme during which one group, made up of 
musicians, composed the songs. Similar creative work was done by other groups 
involved in writing, art and drama-dance. 


The EAA has recently published a selection of music composed at its workshops 
in order to give schools and churches opportunity to try out these new songs. 
Some of them will likely become part of the musical tradition of the country. 
A cassette will soon be available featuring these songs accompanied by 
traditional instruments such as drums, mbira and marimba. 


The themes for EAA workshops have paralleled the national themes for Zimbabwe 
announced each year by Prime Minister Robert Mugabe. Reconciliation and unity 
were emphasized in 1980 and 1981. The government's theme for 1982 is 
"Transformation of Society". The arts workshop took the theme "Transformation 
for Renewal", based on Paul's words to the Romans (12:2). "Let God transform 
you inwardly by a complete change of your mind..." 


Besides the national workshops, the EAA studies and teaches traditional dance 
and drama. New writers produce plays on current issues for performance in 
local languages. Guidance is provided in writing poetry and prose in the 
three main languages of Zimbabwe, as well as offfering practical experience 
in basic journalistic, skills. 


Experiments in various art media take place, including batik, wood carving, 
stone carving, clay sculpting, textile printing and painting. Traditional 

Shona and Ndebele musical concepts are explored and used as a basis for new 
compositions. African musical instruments have been produced for sale. 


Olof Axelsson, a Swedish ethnomusicologist who specializes in African music 

and has worked for many years in Zimbabwe with the EAA, speaks of two other 
benefits from this emphasis on Zimbabwean art forms: ''We rub out denominational 
lines along with the compartments of sacred and secular which are Western 
concepts which don't exist in the Zimbabwean situation", he says. 


EAA members include churches of the Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran, Reformed 
(Congregational) and United traditions, as well as the Student Christian 
Movement and the Young Women's Christian Association. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Religious Developments in Today's World" EPS:82.09.21 


The following ts excerpted from a presentation prepared for a semtnar at the 
annual Frankfurt (FRG) Book Fatr. Its author, T.K. Thomas, ts World Council 
of Churches publications editor. PUBLICATION IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 2 OCTOBER. 


Religion does indeed manifest itself in ways that sometimes appear retro- 
gressive, even bizzare. Often it is used to bolster nationalisn. Frequently 
it is exploited for political purposes. The revival of Islamic fundamentalism 
in many societies, the rise of Hindu militarism in India and of the Moral 
Majority in the United States are all examples of the backward step which 

the human search for religious relevance often takes. 


We have indeed a proliferation of new faiths and the rise of sects and cults 

of many kinds. We have a variety of distortions and deviations of old faiths. 
It is a curious fact that where people throw out by the front door what they 
consider to be yesterday's religion, they usher in by the back door aberrations 
of religion. We have little use for Moonism in Asia, but it has a big 
following in America. Ordinary people in India manage without the consolations 
of transcendental meditation and the antics of god-men, but these seem to 
gather with great ease devotees and dollars in the West. 


Fortunately, such lapses into idolatry and such return to obscurantism are 
not the only realities on the religious scene in our day. We have had 
positive and encouraging developments in recent years. 


Among such developments is the fact that religions today are more ready for 
dialogue. It took a long time for people to recognize the fact that there 
were indeed religions other than their own. It took even longer for people 
to accept the fact of religious pluralism and the need for co-existence. 
From such grudging approval of necessary co-existence, they may move, 
however slowly, to the still distant goal of pro-existence, existence one 
for another. 


This means, in turn, that God himself may be emancipated. The God of the 
tribe may give way to the God of the people. The God of Christianity, for 
example, if he is the living God, must also be the God of Hinduism and Islam 
and Communism as well. He must be the God of irreligion as much as the God 
of religion. The dialogue of religions could thus lead to the relativization 
of religions and the liberation of God. 


Among the positive developments is also the democratization of religion. 

The rule of priests has no future. Hierarchies are on the wane. Religion 

is being set free from its old bondage, and in turn it is being recognized 
that it can set free people -- not after they die but for life in this world, 
here and now. 


Behind the Christian clichés like "involvement" and "identification" and 

"the priesthood of all believers", and behind the Christian pre-occupation 
with "liberation" and "development", there is this conviction that the church 
can no longer "afford to walk through the world lifting its skirts like a 
dowager visiting the slums" (John Cogley, "Religion in a Secular Age"). 

It is the conviction that people matter, and that the poor may after all 
inherit the kingdom, that theology does not come only out of the scholar's 
study but also from the struggles of people... 
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ECUVIEW: "Older People in the Church" EPS:82.09.22 


The following ts an edited excerpt from a booklet on the church and the aging 
being prepared by the World Council of Churches family educatton office. 
Compiled and edited by Randall Boggs, consultant to the office, tt ts avatlable 
from next January on request to the office. 


The churches can do much to restore the aging to lives of continued fullness 
and contribution, to reverse the debilitating stereotype of the aging as 
rigid and unproductive citizens and so to help all their members come to 

terms with both growing older and dying. The older person represents a 
storehouse of experience and expertise that can immeasurably enrich congre- 
gational life. Furthermore, as many aging retire, they have more time to 
devote to their interests and engagements, inside and outside of the church... 


Practically speaking, there is much that the aging can do in their congre- 
gations. The aging can continue to contribute to the running of their 
churches through their committee memberships. The older members need not 
be retired from such responsibilities simply because of their age. The 
aging can serve invaluably as teachers of Sunday school classes, leaders 
of Bible study groups, and other learning activities. These older members 
can be dynamic perspective-givers who draw upon their experience and sense 
of history. 


This perspective that age gives can well be used in worship. Testimonies, 
prayers, and meditations by the aging can work both to stimulate spiritual 
growth in all ages and dispel the notion that old age is a time of unthinking 
and degeneration. 


The church, then, is really one institution where all ages are called with 
the same directness to be members. Access (at least from a theological 
point of view) is not contingent on any qualification other than willingness 
to participate. Thus, in the church the stage is set for the enriching 
exchange of experience, commitment, and affection among the generations. 

How more urgently is this needed when family members are so often separated 
or estranged from the roots which could nurture them? 


Older people can extend a church's ministry and strengthen its network through 
their visiting other members and those considering joining. Their visits can 
inform the pastor of those who need special attention or help. The enthusias- 
of their work for the church can prove infectious, too, and aid church growth 
and congregational renewal. The aging can organize activities, not only for 
themselves, but for other age groups as well. 


The aging's vocational and avocational skills can be put to good use. Older 
members' expertise in finance, law, business, clerical work, maintenance, 
gardening, and cooking are all valuable in the churches' ministering effectivel 
Not only can these resources be made available to the churches, but through a 
well-organized community-service volunteers plan, the aging can contribute 
significantly to community development. 


The spiritual resources of the aging should not be ignored, either. The 
aging, including the shut-ins, and the hospitalized, can lead active prayer 
lives, interceding for people and the work of the church... 
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ECUVIEW: "Biological Manipulation of Life -Challenge to the Church" EPS:82.09.23 


The following ts excerpted from a report on the 1976-82 programme of the 
World Counctl of Churches'church and soctety sub-unit. The stx spectfic 
areas of mantpulation tt constders are genetic engineering, in vitro 
fertilization ("test-tube babies"), prenatal diagnosts and selecttve 
abortion, ownership of new living organtsms, control of human behavtour, 
and publte health and the use of scarce medical resources. 


Developments in modern biology have not only revolutionized our understanding 
of life, they have resulted in the new ways listed below of manipulating 
living organisms, including human beings. These developments raise two 
concerns for the churches. Firstly, how can the churches come to a better 
understanding of the nature of life in all its manifestations in the light 

of both faith and the new knowledge? The churches lack a theology of life 
related to the biological understanding of life. 


A second task for theology and for the churches is to work out responsible 
attitudes in the light of faith for the proper use of these new discoveries. 
The challenge here is to ensure that human life is enriched as a result of 
new discoveries, and that life is enhanced rather than threatened by 
scientific advances. This challenge has, as yet, hardly been faced. 


The theme of the WCC Assembly ''Jesus Christ, the Life of the World", is a 
clarion to us to face these two tasks, that is to make sense of the claim 
that Christ is the unity of all life including the knowledge of life the 
new biology brings, and to use rightly this knowledge... 


The ethical issues concerned with the biological manipulation of life involve 
two critical questions. How are we to deal with the problems and opportunities 
that scientific and technological advances have produced? Secondly, is the 
direction in which science and technology have encouraged us to go the right 
one in which to continue? 


Much of the response to these questions fails to reflect a Christian under- 
standing of human existence and that of other living creatures. Overriding 
any particular issue is the need for an understanding of what constitutes 
the value of human life and life in general. Without clearer thinking on 
this question an ethical response will be haphazard and at times disastrous. 


The churches should be in the forefront of thinking in these areas. Up to 

now, they have given little serious attention to these matters. If the churches 
are to make a contribution to public thought and policy, they must make major 
efforts to grasp the scientific and ethical issues in their inter-relationship. 


On the one hand it will not be adequate merely to repeat old teachings, or to 
issue edicts or prohibitions as though the churches were the sole cutodians 

of moral authority. Nor, on the other hand, will it be responsible to leave 
the decision to the momentum of science, technology and economic considerations 
as though serious human values were not at stake. Any helpful work of the 
churches requires serious ethical exploration with the involvement of 
scientific research workers and practitioners. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church and the Liberation Struggle in Namibia" EPS:82.09.24 


The following is edited and excerpted from an address by General Secretary Albertus Maasdorp of the 
Counetl of Churches in Namibia to a consultation in Zambia earlter this year on "Churehes' Involvement 
in Southern Africa" [EPS 82.06.34]. 


I think the crucial question is how does the church, the church in Africa relate to the liberation 
struggle. Does the church have a kind of observer status, observing what is going on in the struggle? 
Or does the church contribute to this liberation struggle by caring for the victims of the struggle? 
Or is the church part of the liberation struggle or even more specifically is the church part of the 
liberation movement? 


I think, friends, that in being honest we can say that for most of the churches it is true that we are 
observing the struggle. And for others, it may be true that we contribute by helping the victims of 
the struggle. I am of the opinion that as to whether the church is part of the liberation movement is 
an issue that is not yet settled. Not even within Africa, not within South Africa, and even not within 
Namibia. 


I think it is true we have many Christians, theologians, professionals and lay, that are ready and 
willing to identify the church with the struggle. I think that we have many sympathisers, activists 
that share this opinion. Yes even a few church leaders who represent themselves as within the struggle 
of liberation. 


But I think even in Africa it is only a very tiny minority that share this opinion. It is especially 
those people who attend conferences like this, that are involved, that have found a theological basis 
for the liberation struggle. They have become experts, they are the ones that produce all the state- 
ments, statements that most often land on the shelves in the church headquarters. 


This may sound very critical, but I thought that I would be honest with you, and I think that if this 
consultation is to be a success, we have to see and ask ourselves, how much do we really involve the 
Church in the broadest sense of the word? Whether we really succeed in mobilising the church to be 
part of this movement, this liberation movement. 


Did you ever cry for your people? Was there ever a moment in your life where you look at your people 
at a distance and start crying over them? There are many Namibians, and I believe South Africans 
looking to that situation, crying. I do it for my own people, and this happened when I saw the hope- 
lessness of the situation in Namibia. I will depart from this topic a little bit by sharing with you 
my reasons for being so pessimistic, for being so sad, for seeing that hopelessness in the Namibian 
situation... 


In discussing with the Western Five [US, Canada, UK, France, FRG] it became clear that it is not the 
concern of the Namibian people that they have on their hearts, but better relationships with South 
Africa - and for one reason - for their own economic interest. I have come to the conclusion that as 
far as the Western Five is concerned, they cannot help in bringing Namibia to independence. 


Looking at South Africa there is no evidence that South Africa is serious, genuine in its negotiations 
with the West to bring Nemibia to independence, to the contrary South Africa is building up its own 
power within Namibia and it is oppressing the people of Namibia more than ever before... 


But even when we look at the churches, in these days. very much involved in discussions on the liberatii 
of Namibia with some of our sister and mother churches, that is, the churches in Germany- even then 
I can hardly find any reason to be optimistic. 


What are the arguments that the churches in Europe seem to be busy with in our day? The question of 
violence, certainly. They have long consultations and discussions on violence, and they demand from 
us to take a stand and position on this issue of violence. 


We from Namibia said, time and again, we reject violence, we cannot accept violence. I personally 
believe that if I have to accept violence, I have to accept South Africa's presence, because if there 
is anything that demonstrates and symbolizes violence for me, I see it in South Africans being in 
Namibia. But there is a strange phenomenon in discussions in Europe, at least in Germany. When they 
talk of violence they are actually and in reality talking about black violence. The violence caused 
by the terrorists, guerrillas... The war is said to be against communism... 


This is not how we see the war in Namibia. Our position is that communism is not a threat for the 
Namibian people, not at this point. We see the black man being the threat for the minority regime in 
South Africa. It is we, who pose a threat for the minority whites in Namibia. The war against the 
people of Namibia is not against communists. They are against the civilians who are Christians, who 
confess Christ, who belong to the Christian church... 
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REFORMED ALLIANCE Ecumenical Press 
SUSPENDS CHURCHES Service: 82.09.25 


OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada (EPS) - The general council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches has declared apartheid (South African race separation) 
"heresy" and voted to suspend two of its South African member denominations 
because they refuse to condemn it. 


Suspended were the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) and the Dutch Reformed Church 
of Africa (NHKA), all-white denominations to which many South African govern 
ment leaders belong. 


In addition, the council chose Allan Boesak, a theologian of the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church (NGSK, a denomination established by the NGK for persons classi- 
fied in South Africa as coloured, that is of mixed race), as its new president. 
He succeeds James McCord, sta aac: of Reformed seminary in Princeton, New 
Jersey, US. 


The vote to suspend was about 90%. NGK representativeJ.W. Potgieter said the 
alliance action was one of amputation, instead of healing. "Is this what Jesus 
Christ would have done if he were here today?" he asked other delegates. The 
suspension is to be lifted if the denominations stop excluding blacks from church 
services, reject apartheid, and help those suffering from race separation. 


Supporters of the council action described racism as a form of idolatry, and recalled 
general council condemnations of it dating back to 1964. They judged the 

South African situation one in which "a church needs to draw a clear line 

between truth and error." 


In other action, the council voted to highlight two concerns in ARE work by 
creating special sections for religious and civil liberty and women's concerns 
in the WARC cooperation and witness department. 


Delegates from.the more than 150 WARC denominations in about 75 countries aps 
proved a major study document on "Reformed Witness Today," expected to shape 
the WARC agenda in the coming decade. It discusses 13 subjects - confessing and 
confessions of faith, Jesus Christ and the Word of God, the call to freedom in 
the communion and discipline of the church, Scripture aipeee worship and 
preaching and the Lord's Supper, church order and ordained ministry, catholi- 
city of the church, racism and South Africa, community of women and men, cul- 
tural diversity, human wealth and power, human rights, and peace. 


Also approved were reports on "The People of the Covenant and the Mission of 
the Kingdom,"' "The Power of Grace and the Graceless Powers," and "The Theatre 
of Glory and a Threatened Creation's Hope" 


The council expanded the size of the WARC executive committee from 22 to 32. 
The new committee includes a greater proportion of representatives from 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Among other things, the new committee 

was asked to "make representations to the authorities in Taiwan and Korea 
on behalf of those unjustly imprisoned." Leaders and other members of 
Reformed denominations in both places have been in conflict with their 
governments. 
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REFORMED COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
ACTS ON ECUMENISM Service: 82.09.26 


OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada (EPS) - The general council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches has taken several actions related to Reformed ecumenical 
involvement. 


The council, governing body for the alliance - a grouping of more than 150 
denominations in about 75 countries, endorsed a second phase of official 
Reformed/Roman Catholic international theological dialogue, It is to focus 
on the theme of the unity of the church in the modern world. 


The council also called for reactivation of the international Lutheran/Reformed 
Joint Committee, and proposed that a priority on its agenda be a 1981 report 

on Reformed/Lutheran relations. That report cites the Leuenberg Agreement as 

a "model for further development." Under its terms most of Europe's Lutheran, 
Reformed, and United denominations are in full communion with each other. 


The Lutheran World Federation executive committee, meeting earlier in the month, 
reacted positively to suggestions that points and proposals in the 1981 report 
should be discussed between representatives of the two traditions. In other 
actions, the council voted continuation of Reformed/Anglican and Reformed/Ortho- 
dox dialogue, okayed conversations with the International Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations on the theme of the church and Israel, and agreed 
to pursue the question of WARC relations with the World Council of Churches. 


Lukas Vischer, ecumenical officer for the Swiss Protestant Federation, was 
elected moderator of the WARC theology department. 
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REFORMED ASK: IS ANY Ecumenical Press 
WAR JUSTIFIED TODAY? Service: 82.09.27 


OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada (EPS) - Can any war be justified today? Reformed denom- 
nations around the world are being asked to consider that and other questions 
in the years ahead. 


In the section on peace in the provisional text of a document on Reformed wit- 
ness today, approved by the general council of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches meeting here, WARC members are asked to "re-examine traditional justi- 
fications for war in Reformation teaching, in view of the development of nu- 
clear arms for national defense.. is... consistent with trust in God." It 

urges Reformed churches to "join with all people of good will in an urgent 
search for ways of disarmament." 


The section on human rights calls both "personal freedoms and social welfare... 
essential to human dignity" and says "different combinations of rights are most 
important in different situations in a divided world." The text recommends 

that "the churches set forth together a basic core of human rights that may not 
be violated without protest and action by the ecumenical agencies of the church 
as a whole." It suggests that the core would include "the right to life against 
starvation or mass murder, the right to dissent against total control of mind 
and speech, and the right to personal integrity against torture." 
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CHURCH HEALTH WORKERS Ecumenical Press 
ASSIST IN WEST BEIRUT Service:82.09.28 


The following ts excerpted and abridged from a report from the Middle East 
Counetl of Churches. 


BEIRUT (EPS) - Five dozen health workers, recruited by national church agencies 
in response to the Lebanon emergency, are now deployed in hospitals, clinics, 
and community programmes here. The programme is an initiative of the Middle 
East Council of Churches. Workers have come from the Netherlands, Denmark, 

US, UK, Australia, New Zealand, Sweden, and FRG (West Germany). 


The group includes surgical, hospital and community teams from Holland, Denmark, 
US, New Zealand, Australia, Sweden, and FRG (West Germany). It is hoped that if 
the situation in West Beirut eases, more team members will be deployed elsewhere 
in Lebanon. Two doctors are currently assessing needs in the south and visiting 
a hospital seriously affected by fighting in the east. 


West Beirut's sophisticated health services remain strechted. Every hospital 
in the city received direct hits. Emergency hospitals, operating theatres and 
medical centres have been set up in schools, theological colleges, underground 
car parks, and cinemas. Attempts are being made to reopen two hospitals in the 
south of the city. 


The full-scale emergency and shortage of personnel meant that local medical 
personnel worked round the clock to maintain essential services. With the 
arrival of the MECC health workers, some have been able to return to eight-hour 
shifts for the first time in months. 


Thousands were wounded during the bombardment on West Beirut, and the lack of 
water has made it virtually impossible to provide the high standards of care 
necessary for serious trauma and burn cases. Despite highly skilled nursing 
there has been a high incidence of infection, which has been aggravated by the 
lack of clean bed linen and the difficulties of maintaining hygiene in inade- 
quate buildings. 


Although the siege has lifted and water and electricity are now back, pipes 
have been damaged and many electricity cables are down. Displaced people crowl- 
ed in empty offices and apartment blocks are still fetching poor quality water 
from newly dug wells or basement taps, as many pumps are not working. In some 
places sewage and water pipes have intermingled, and garbage collection and 
burning is sporadic. 


However, local health workers believe that the community's ability to adapt 

to constant upheaval and devastation in the last eight years has helped to 
contain the risk of epidemics and severe malnourishment. Even so, the cramped 
conditions have led to increases in measles, chicken pox, mumps, and some 

cases of polio. There is also concern about the likely effects on mental health 
following the bombing, displacements and separations that have affected hundreds 
of thousands of people. 


As well as handling the medical programme, the MECC continues to assist with 
food distribution and emergency relief. It is in a unique position to help 
in the emergency as it is the major independent international organization 
to have maintained a West Beirut headquarters since the troubles began. 

MECC General Secretary Gabi Habib calls the presence of the overseas 

medical workers "an expression of solidarity with those...suffering in 
Lebanon. It is being given in the most concrete way possible, by quietly 
providing essential medical services..." 
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1982 WCC RACISM GRANTS: EMBARGO: 12hGMT ws. Ecumenical Press 
53 GROUPS GET US$ 500T 8 September 82 Service:82.09.29 


GENEVA (EPS) - Fifty-three groups in 20 countries are sharing US$ 489,500 in 
grants this year from the special fund of the World Council of Churches' 
Programme to Combat Racism. 


Almost half the money goes to three southern African organizations, all of 
which have received PCR grants before: The African National Congress gets 

US$ 65,000 for projects related to agriculture, refugees, vocational training, 
information, and publications "for maintaining the momentum domestically and 
internationally against the apartheid regime" of South Africa. The Pan 
Africanist Congress of Azania gets US$ 45,000, mainly for its publications 
related to "work for racial and political justice in South Africa through 
mobilization against the offensive apartheid regime". 


The third southern African grant -— US$ 100,000 and the largest - is to SWAPO 
for its "humanitarian activities for the victims of illegal military 
occupation [by South Africa of Namibia], and maintenance and upkeep of its 
administrative work". 


Crants from the fund are covered by designated contributions. These have 

come from WCC member denominations, local congregations, councils of churches, 
missions, ecumenical groups, individuals, and the governments of Sweden, 
Norway, and the Netherlands. Including the 1982 grants, US$ 5,264,500 has 
been given through the fund since it began in 1970. 


Six criteria govern Fundgrants. Among them are that the "purpose of the 
organizations must not be in conflict with the general purposes of the WCC, 
and that the money is for "humanitarian activities (i.e. social, health and 
educational purposes, legal aid, etc.)". Also, "grants are made without 
control of the manner in which they are spent, and are intended as an 
expression of commitment by the PCR to the cause of economic, social and 
political justice, which these organizations promote". [see EPS 82.09.45] 


Over the years, the grants have prompted some criticism, notably in 1978 
when the Patriotic Front, then struggling against the government of Zimbabwe 
(then Rhodesia), received US$ 85,000. One of its leaders, Robert Mugabe, 
has been the country's prime minister since independence in 1980. 


The rest of the 1982 grants are divided by country as follows (all figures 
in thousands of US$): Japan, two groups, 15; Australia, eight, 52; 

New Zealand, two, 9.5; New Caledonia, one, 6; FRG, two, 7.5; France, five, 
20; Netherlands, one, 6; Portugal, one, 4; UK, five, 20; Austria .sOone. 3625 
Belgium, three, 10.5; Ireland, one, 3.5; Norway, one, 3.5; Switzerland, 
three, 10.5; Colombia, one, 10; Panama, one 10; US, ten, 81; Canada, two, /7. 


The two Latin American grants of US$ 10,000 each go to the Cauca Regional 
Indigenous Council (Colombia) for an emergency fund to assist indigenous 
people "persecuted and harrassed by the army and police” in connection with 
struggles over land rights, and to the Guaymi General Congress (Panama) to 
help pay for two meetings to "develop a strategy of self-protection" for 
Guaymi people "threatened by the greed of the transnational companies who 
conspire to deny them their land rights". 


Two groups in Japan receive aid. The National Council for Combatting Discrimnat 
gets US$ 11,500 for its publication and other activities. The US$ 3,500 

grant to the Japan Anti-Apartheid Committee is for "intensification of its 
campaign against Japanese-South African economic and nuclear collaboration. 

In New Caledonia, a French territory in the South Pacific, a grant of 

US$ 6,000 to the Independence Front is for work in "mobilization and education". 
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CHURCH RACISM GRANTS EMBARGO: 12hGMT Ecumenical Press 
TO NA, NZ, AUSTRALIA 8 September 82 Service: 82.09.30 


GENEVA (EPS) .- Of the 53 grants from the World Council of Churches special 
fund to combat racism announced this month [8 September: EPS 84,09 029 ai 
about two-fifths (22 totalling US$ 149,500) go to groups in North America, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 


Twelve are receiving their first each aid: 


- Federation of Iand Councils, Alice Springs, Australia: US$ 11,000 for 
coordination and support to Aborigine land councils for "information and 
expertise in the protection of ... land rights". 


- South Eastern Land Council, Northcote, Australia: US$ 6,000 "to strengthen 
its organizational capacity to work for Aboriginal people's right of self- 
determination and self-management". 


- Yiyili Aboriginal Community School, Fitzroy Crossing, Australia: US$ 6 ,000 
to help fund a school for children of three Aborigine communities. 


- Centre for Third World Organizing, Washington: US$ 3,000 for its program 
to "forge links between... organizers from... domestic organizations and 
progressives struggling in the international arena". 


- Greensboro [North Carolina US] Justice Fund: US$ 10,000 to help it "seek 
justice in racially stimulated slayings and to prevent miscarriage of 
justice". 

- Lakota Treaty Council, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, US: US$ 3,000 to help it 
develop and document American Indian land claims to the Black Hills area. 


~ Oglala Lakota Legal Rights Fund, South Dakota, US: US$ 3,000 to "intensify 
their activities in the defence of their land rights". 


- [US] Southern Organizing Committee: US$ 3,000 to assist a "people's news- 
paper which will help build the movement against racism and for social 
justice". 

- National Union of Panamaneans, New York: US$ 3,000 for its general work 


and its project on "black population and problems of national development 
in Panama and Nicaragua". 


~ New Zealand Anti-Apartheid Movement: US$ 3,500 to aid efforts to highlight 
racism in New Zealand and foster "greater consciousness of the need to lend 
positive support to the national liberation movements in southern Africa". 


- Toronto Committee for the Liberation of South Africa: US$ 3,500 to support 
efforts to “inform the Canadian public about the injustice of apartheid and 
racism" through "public education and political action, support for 
liberation movements, publication, research, and book sales". 


- Washington Office on Africa: US$ 15,000 to initiate "crucial new programmes" 
and strengthen existing ones which "encourage progressive US foreign policy 
towards southern Africa". The office is sponsored by nine US denominational 
agencies, the United Auto Workers union, and the American Committee on 
Africa. 


The largest of the 22 grants is US$ 30,000 to TransAfrica, to support the 
Washington-based group's "continued employment of two legislative assistants 
responsible for tracking policies and preparing testimony and policy positions 
on issues affecting Africa and the Caribbean". 


EPS 


EUROPEAN GROUPS GET 23 EMBARGO: 12hGMT Ecumenical Press 
WCC ANTI-RACISM GRANTS 8 September 82 Service:82.09.31 


GENEVA (EPS) - Of the 53 grants from the World Council of Churches special 
fund to combat racism announced here this month [8 September; EPS 82.09.29] 
about two-fifths (23 totalling US$ 89,000) go to European groups. This 
includes five each to French and UK groups, three each to Swiss and Belgian 
organizations. 


Eight are receiving their first such aid: 


Coordination Committee for Moroccan Workers in Europe, Netherlands: 
US$ 6,000 to help pay for a yearly gathering of about ‘7,000 Moroccans 
from all over Europe, their "only possibility to maintain a link with 
their home country and among themselves". 


Amilcar Cabral Information and Documentation Center, Portugal: US$ 4,000 
to assist its work on Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea Bissau. 


Liverpool 8 Law Centre, UK: US$ 4,000 to help it "provide legal and advice 
services, a community centre in which many local people would have 
confidence, and a kind of communication centre through which the community 
can make speedy contact with the police". 


Migrants Action Group, London: US$ 4,000 to “intensify its work against 
racism in employment and housing as they affect migrant workers". 


Social Services for Foreigners, Brussels: US$ 3,500 to assist with 
"conscientization of public opinion, legal assistance to foreigners, 

and fighting against discrimination and injustice in the administration". 
Nearly a million foreigners live in Belgium. Many are subject to 
"increasing discrimination and racial tension". 


Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement: US$ 3,500 to employ a field officer, print 
promotional material, and purchase resource material such as films. 


Namibia Association, Elversum, Norway: US$ 3,500 to support its public 
education on behalf of Namibian independence. 


The French and German sections of the Anti-Apartheid Movement of Switzerland: 
US$ 3,500 each to help finance "intensified campaigns against Swiss banks 
with heavy investments in South Africa". 


Five French groups, previous recipients of special fund grants, each get 

US$ 4,000 - Association of Moroccans, Association of Algerian Workers, 
Association of Haitian Workers, Movement against Racism and for International 
Friendship, and the General Union of Senegalese Workers. 


Three UK groups which received grants in the past also receive US$ 4,000 each 
this year - Institute of Race Relations, Searchlight, and Southall Youth 
Movement. 


In the FRG, two previous recipients get 1982 grants. The Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and Information Centre on Southern Africa, US$3,500; IAF (a group 
working to "improve the situation of national minorities and women" especially 
bi-national and bi-cultural couples in Germany), US$ 4,000. 


A grant of US$ 3,500 goes to the Anti-Apartheid Movement in Austria, also a 
previous recipient. 
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“ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS782 09, 3g2—20 


82.09.32: Italy-Waldenstan 

Last month's annual synod of Italy's Waldensians and Methodists included on 
its agenda ecumenical and church-state relations. A preparatory document 
for the gathering calls "Catholicism and Protestantism. ..two ways to under- 
Stand and live Christianity." But, it adds, "the papacy, independent of 
the person who occupies it, remains an insurmountable barrier on the 

road to Christian unity." 


82.09.33: Bonhoeffer—film 

"Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Memories and Perspectives," a film, on.the jJife and 
work of the German theologian martyred by the Nazis at the end of World 

War 2, is now being distributed by Trinity Films, Minneapolis, Minnesota, US. 


82.09.34: Braztl-discredit 

The Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop of Sao Paulo, Paulo Evaristo Arns, 

told a press conference that there is a well organized and financed group 

of professionals at work throughout Brazil to discredit the church and its 
leaders by use of faked copies of church publications. The government and 
the church have been at odds on several matters in recent years. 


82.09.85: Swttzerland-Lesotho 

The missionary synod of the Protestant Churches of French-Speaking Switzerland 
has urged the Swiss government to reconsider proposals for technical cooperation 
with Lesotho "until there are democratic elections under international 

control" in the southern African country. The synod also expressed support 

for the Lesotho Evangelical Church, which has been in conflict with the 
government. 


82.09.86: NZ-survey 

New Zealand's Presbyterians and Methodists are being Surveyed about their 
attitudes toward various doctrinal issues, the position of the church in 
the world, church involvement, and giving, among other things. Basic 
results are expected by year's end. 


82.09.37: SA-tnvesttgatton 

The Eloff Commission, a South African government group investigating the 

South African Council of Churches, was scheduled to hold its first formal 
Public hearings 1-16 September in Pretoria. SACC General Secretary 

Desmond Tutu was to begin the testimony with a discussion of SACC aims and 
objectives in historical perspective, and its structural development over 

the years. SACC spokespeople have charged that the government is trying 

to intimidate the council via the commission. The SACC has been a strong 
critic of the government's apartheid (race separation) policies. /EPS 82.08.23/ 


82.09.38: Coggan-ICCJ 

Donald Coggan, former archbishop of Canterbury, has been elected honorary 
President of the International Council of Christians and Jews at its 
annual meeting in Berlin last month. Theme of the gathering was "Jews 
and Christians between the Past and the Future." 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 7827509. 39-44 


82.09.39: Finland-chtldren 

The Lutheran parishes of Tampere, Finland, have set up a children's telephone 
distress service, said to be the first of its kind in the country. Staffed 
by parish youth workers and child counselors, it is meant for children who 
feel they don't have adults to whom they can talk about their problems and 
concerns. In a related effort, the churches provide "School godparents" - 
youth workers available in city schools on a regular basis for children 

who need someone to talk to. 


82.09.40: SA-restgnatton 

The Anglican bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman in South Africa has resigned. 
Earlier this year, South African authorities refused Graham Chadwick 
permission to live or travel in most of his diocese. He was forced to 
Stay in that portion of it located in Bophuthatswana, a black homeland 
declared independent by South Africa. In his resignation statement, 
Chadwick said it had become impossible to lead the diocese under such 
travel restrictions. "God and his church are never defeated," he said. 

"T have no doubt that he will bring good out of evil." 


82.09.41: Afrtca-assasstnatton 

The Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches has condemned the 
murder last month in Maputo, Mozambique, of Ruth First. Exiled from 

South Africa, she was active in the African National Congress, outlawed 

by the South African government. “Only the hand of notorious state 
terrorism of fascist South Africa would plot for her demise," the AACC said. 


82.09.42: Czechoslovakta-RC 

Czechoslovak authorities are complaining that the Vatican decree of last 
March forbidding clergy to be part of organizations with political purposes 
has led to resignations from "Pacem in Terris," a Czech group whose aim is 
"the struggle for peace in the world." The group, whose membership has 
included the majority of the country's approximately 3,200 Roman Catholic 
clergy, has been praised by the communist government for its efforts. 

Karel Hruza, head of the government religious affairs secretariat, said 
the Vatican is acting against "religious institutions whose purpose is 
peace and social progress" while accepting "those which attack socialism." 


82.09.43: Namtbta-shell 

Bishop Kleopas Dumeni of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church 
in Namibia reports that a South African defence forces anti-aircraft 
shell damaged the newly rebuilt ELOC printing plant last month. The 
facilities were destroyed by unknown bombers in 1973 and again in 1980. 
They were rededicated last June. 


82.09.44: SA-expulston 

The South African Council of Churches reports that 1,500 students have 
been expelled since the end of July from Fort Hare University in South 
Africa. They account for about two-thirds of the black school's 
enrollment. One lecturer was suspended and four have resigned in 
connection with the protests, related to living conditions on the campus. 
Students have gone to court seeking reinstatement. The case opened at the 
end of August and continued into September. 


ECUTEXT: "Criteria for the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism" EPS:82.09.45 


The eriterta were approved by the World Council of Churches central committee 
tn 1969 and slightly revised in 1976. Items on the 1982 grants appear as 
EES Gew0 Gwel moun 


The purpose of the organizations must not be in conflict with the general 
purposes of the WCC and its units, and the grants are to be used for 
humanitarian activities, (i.e. social, health and educational purposes, 
legal aid, etc.) 


The proceeds of the fund shall be used to Support organizations that 
combat racism, rather than welfare organizations that alleviate the 
effects of racism and which would normally be eligible for support from 
other units of the World Council of Churches. 


a) 


b) 


The focus of the grants should be on raising the level of awareness 
and on strengthening the organizational capability of the racially 
oppressed people. 


In addition we recognize the need to support organizations that align 
themselves with the victims of racial injustice and pursue the same 
objectives. 


The grants are made without control of the manner in which they are 
spent, and are intended as an expression of commitment by the PCR to 
the cause of economic, social and political justice, which these 
organizations promote. 


a) 


b) 


c) 


The situation in Southern Africa is recognized as a priority due to 
the overt and intensive nature of white racism and the increasing 
awareness on the part of the oppressed in their struggle for liberation. 


In the selection of other areas we have taken account of those places 
where the struggle is most intense and where a grant might make a 
substantial contribution to the process of liberation, particularly 
where racial groups are in imminent danger of being physically or 
culturally exterminated. 


In considering applications from organizations in countries of white 
and affluent majorities, we have taken note only of those where 
political involvement precludes help from other sources. 


Grants should be made with due regard to where they can have the maximum 
effect: token grants should not be made unless there is a possibility of 
their eliciting a substantial response from other organizations. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Collective Bargaining in the Church: Pros and Cons" EPS: 82.09.46 


Stnee 1975, the Evangelteal-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) has had a system 
of colleetive bargaining ecovertng about 15,000 SELK employees - from pastors 
to gardeners. "Industrtal actton" ts permttted, though any on strtke are re- 
qutred to continue to perform tasks connected wtth proclamatton, sptrttual 
care, dtaconal work, sacraments, marrtages, burtals, and ehurch discipline. 

The followtng ts excerpted from an assessment of the system by Juhant Vtekkola, 
executive secretary of the SELK church and soctety commtttee. 


What is seen above all as the most positive aspect of the system is that it 
gives the church's various personnel groups the opportunity to exert democratic 
influence in relation to their own remuneration and other terms of employment. 
This is beleived to have the particular effect of enhancing the situation of 
the lowest-paid, bringing them close to the general level in society. There 

is not yet any research material on the matter. The system is also considered 


to increase employees' sense of security by limiting opportunities for arbitrary 
action. 


The system has also aligned wage levels and wage-payment practices throughout 
the country and in different kinds of parishes. And it is now easier to attune 
wage policy to the economic situation in the church and in the nation ---- 


From the viewpoint of principle, questions still arise from the basic inter- 
pretation on which the system is based with regard to the relationship between 
employer and employee. Is the relationship between the church and its employees 
one of struggle, in which an employee can only protect his interests by joining 
force with others and resorting to effective means of industrial action? Who 

in the church is the employer to whom the employees" demands are made? Is a 
strike a proper thing in a church? So far, the right to strike has not been 


exercised, but on one occasion an agreement emerged only after strike notice 
had been served. 


Also in practice, lack of clarity regarding the church's role as an employer 
and its responsibility for personnel management has proved problematic. The 
relationship between diocese and parish in personnel management is one of the 
distinctive features of the church that were not given adequate consideration 
when the system was being created. In particular during the initial stage, the 
[ negotiating] delegation was viewed as a strange element that had appeared in 

the administration of the church and caused distrust and friction. Things 

were not helped at all by the fact that representatives of this church "labour- 
market administrative" body initially demonstrated an obvious lack of under- 
standing of the church's traditional administrative model. Indeed, the dele- 


gation remains isolated and detached from the church's other administrative 
and financial structures. 


The centralized system of agreement has also proved to a certain extent in- 
flexible and poorly adapted to special local features.... An assertion often 
made is that the system does not provide adequate opportunities to take account 
of the special nature of the church's work and its personnel administration. 


In negotiations and agreements, the church is too closely bound by personnel 
policy solutions created in society as a whole. 


The church has never before hag to think its personnel policy through in a 
theological light nor to define its line. However, a study dealing with this 
has been launched by the bishops’ conference and a church programme of prin- 
ciples relating to personnel policy is expected to be ready next year. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church in the Midst of Hinduism" EPS:82.09.47 


The following ts excerpted from a tonger article, "Jesus Chrtst - the Itfe of 
India", tn the October issue of the Internattonal Revtew of Mtsston, published 
by the World Counetl of Churches world mtsston and evangeltsm commisston. 

fts author, Parmananda Divarkar ts an Indtan working tn Rome as asststant to 

the head of the Soctety of Jesus. Hts Jesutt responstbtlittes tnelude questtons 
of mtsston and ecumentsm; he ts a comntsston consultant. [Related ttem: 

EPS 82.08.95]. 


--- In spite of progress in making the church at home in India, Christianity 
still has a foreign look about it. Our eucharistic liturgy, the communion 
service of all churches, for example, follows the western liturgical traditions. 
Some persons have suggested that the answer is to be found in becoming ortental 
Christians because we are in India. But what is meant by ortental Christians 

is oriental in reference to the west! To think that oriental Christianity is 
necessarily more adapted to the genius of India than occidental Christianity 
reveals a western bias in itself. 


In the context of Hinduism, the overwhelming religious tradition of India, one 

might ask: does not the "average" Hindu want to be westernized? What have 

we done by going back to some kind of archeologism that has got hold of some 
Christian communities in India? While the "average" Hindu may be very wester 
ized in his social and professional life, deep in his spiritual life he is very 
Indian and very Hindu. Whereas we Christians are trying now to indianize our 
social lives and to some extent the external forms of religion, deep in our 
spiritual lives we are still western Christians. Our way of accepting Christ 

is still very much cast in the western mode. 


So the result is that, in spite of much friendly contact, there remains a 
problem of real communication at a deep, meaningful level. This brings again 
the question raised earlier: have we not failed to get to the heart of the 
Christian message - the dying and rising again? 


In Hinduism the church encounters a religious situation that is unique in 
missionary experience. It would seem obvious that the traditional or classical 
missionary approaches do not function. Two of these approaches have been tried 
extensively over the years: the "filling-the-void" approach that concentrates 

on bringing the message of salvation to save people from their sinfulness, 
ignorance and destination of hell, and the "fulfillment" approach that announces 
that Christ will bring to fulfillment all their aspirations and longings. 


Is there another possibility? Hinduism has shown a remarkable power not only 
of survival, but of continuity, of self-identity. It has maintained this 
identity without having any of the structures - doctrinal, organizational, 
whatever, which Christian churches believe are absolutely necessary for 
identity and for survival. 


Whatever may be our justification for this belief, the fact is that Hinduism 
does not have any doctrinal authority, any structures, any common worship. 

The "liturgy" is very much centred in the family, not in the community. It 
has been able to survive what we call heresy and schisms... Hinduism has 
certainly suffered persecution and proselytism, but it has survived and is 
vital today. It is not the same as it was in the past, but it has an identity; 
there is something there that we cannot just brush aside... 
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ECUVIEW: "The State of Church Union" EPS: °82.09248 


The followtng ts excerpted from the tntroductton to Fatth and Order Paper No. 
115, "Survey of Chureh Unton Negottiattons: 1979 - 1981". Avatlable on request 
to the WCC Fatth and Order Commtsston, tt was prepared. by Mtchael Kitnnamon, a 
commtsston executive secretary. The paper covers developments tn Canada, 
England, France, Ghana, Indta, Ireland, Malaysta, New Zealand, Seotland, 
Southern Afrtea, Srt Lanka, UK, US, Wales. | 


Past surveys have often focused, understandably, on the doctrinal obstacles to 
union (e.g. episcopacy) and, thus, on the search for dactrinal consensus. Ex- 
perience shows, however, that while such consensus is important it does not 
guarantee the unity we seek; unity, on the other hand is possible even without 
full consensus if the churches have the will to live as one reconciled body. 
The report from Colombo is quite clear that the biggest obstacle in most church 
unions is not theological disagreement, but the fear of change, the fear of 
losing a comfortable sense of identity. 


With this in mind, negotiations in Ghana, the US (COCU) and elsewhere are 
shifting their focus from the patient building of consensus to the building of 
commitment (and the overcoming of fear) through programmes of education. Doc- 
trinal consensus will certainly not be.ignored in future negotiations: But a 
new stress on education, and on the local "reception" of agreements already 
achieved, does seem.to be emerging. 


Another way of approaching this issue is to point out the incredible number of 
negotiations that have determined to move towards union by "steps" or "Stages". 
The negotiations in England, southern Africa and the US (COCU) are all committed 
to full visible unity, but are moving, first, towards an intermediate "covenant" 
relationship (usually involving mutual recognition of members and ministries 

as well as regular eucharistic fellowship and joint action for witness and 
mission). Wales already has a more limited covenant and the Disciples-United 
Church of Christ and Disciples-United Church of Canada negotiations are both 
exploring possible models of growth by stages. 


What we see from this survey, in other words, is not so much a loss of momentum 
in church union as a more dynamic - and more realistic - understanding of what 
the search for visible unity actually entails. Union is obviously not viewed 

in these survey reports as an "all-or-nothing", onetime achievement, but as a 
process of gradual growth that allows the churches to deepen their commitment 
to each other at all levels of their life. ... 


Even organically united churches, as they readily acknowledge, are stages 
between federal/cooperative structures and the still-to-be-realized completion 
of visitle unity in a "conciliar fellowship Of local churches which are them- 
selves truly united". We long for the day, said the Colombo delegates, when 
all Christians in each place can fully express the fact that they belong to- 
gether in Christ, and can take responsibility for each other by making together 
the decisions which guide their worship, witness and service. ..... 


This broader, more dynamic understanding of ecumenical growth means that union 
negotiations must anttetpate a wider and deeper unity. The Ghana plan, for 
example, incorporates the historic episcopate despite the fact that the present 
negotiationg churches are non-episcopal. In England, the Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists discussed believers' baptism prior to their formation of 

the URC in 1972, which made it easier to initiate discussions - and build trust - 
with the Churches of Christ after 1972. «+. 


(References tn the text to Colenbo refer to last November's tnternattonal 
consultation in Sri Lanka of united and untting churches. See 1981 EPS no. 53.) 
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82.09.49 Japan church leaders urge: repent on texts 

82.09.50 Australian churches hold conference on disarmament 
82.09.51 South African church council probe begins 

82.09.52 Closer Lutheran/Anglican relations urged in Europe 


82.09.53 ECUPOINTS (through 82.09.61) 


53: Okinawa-nuclear 58: Ghana-support 
54: Nigeria-Muslim 59: Netherlands-peace 
55: Lutheran-Jewish 60: Brazil-church/state 


56: Rawlings-priesthood 61: Latin America-RC 
57: Biko-martyr 


82.09.62 ECUVIEWS (through 82.09.66) 


62: "Christian Reaction to the Lebanon Crisis" 
63: "Liberation Theology: A Chinese Perspective" 
64: "On Reporting Christian Activities in China" 
65: "Jesus Christ - the Life of Europe" 

66: "Letter from Toronto" 


SHOPTALK and SUM OF THE NEWS are on the other stde. 
PHOTO OIKOUMENE ts the last. sheet. 
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SHOPTALK: 


1) In EPS 82.09.27, line etghttnsert omitted words as follows: 
.. nuclear arms." The sectton also ratses the questton of whether "trust 
tn nuclear arms for nattonal defense... ts... conststent ete. 


2) Projected coverage in the next two EPS tneludes the second preparatory 
conference for the proposed Great Synod of Eastern Orthodoxy (Geneva), the 
tnternattonal Old Catholte congress and btshops' conference (Vienna), and 
the world Pentecostal assembly (Natrobt), all of whtch meet in September. 


3) A sttuatton report on the Lebanon emergency (number 14, 27 August) ts 
avatlable on request from the WCC tnter-church atd comnisston's emergenctes 
secretary. 


SUM OF THE NEWS: 


me mee ee ee a ee 
ee ee es ee ee en ee ae ee 


49: Japanese church leaders have urged the government to repent because of 
history textbook revtstons called for by the government educatton ministry. 


50: A speaker at an Australtan church conference on dtsarmament urges churches 
to draw a moral limit in the midst of complex dtscusstons and technical 
uncertatnttes. 


51: The publie-hearing phase of the South Afrtcan government's probe of the 
South Afrtcan Counetl of Churches opens. 


52: Europe's Lutherans and Angltcans are urged to draw closer together, tn- 
eluding to jotntly celebrate the euchartst under certatn condtttons as 
a step toward full communton. 


JAPAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
URGE: REPENT ON TEXTS Service :82.09.49 


TOKYO (EPS) - The controversy about revisions of sections of Japanese text- 
books which refer to Japanese actions in the years before and during World 
War 2 has prompted a church call for government repentance. 


A joint statement from Nagoya Roman Catholic Bishop Soma Nobuo of the Japan 
Catholic Commission on Justice and Peace, General Secretary Nakajima Masaaki 

of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), and Chairperson Oosima Koiti 
of the special committee on the Yasukuni Shrine issue of the National Christian 
Council of Japan, warns that the textbook changes are a sign that "the 
government is intending to lead the consciousness of the next generation away 
from three principles of the [Japanese] constitution: the sovereignty of the 
people, renunciation of war, and basic human rights". 


The statement singles out as objectionable changes "such as '‘invaded' becoming 
"entered' [in reference to Japanese military actions], the concealment of 
repression and exploitation during Japan's colonial rule, and the elimination 
of details of the atomic bombings". 


The church leaders say "many Japanese are deeply concerned about the 
government's movement to the right ... Our relationships with the churches in 
Asia reveal that they too are concerned about the rightist movement in Japan". 
The government education ministry can serve "the true national interest", they 
add, "only by discarding prejudices, facing facts as they are, and determining 
to educate our next generation based upon humble reflection of our past sins. 
We urge the ministry of education to repent and to make every effort to respond 
sincerely to the opinion of the people." 


Among the textbook revisions suggested by the government were removal of a 
reference to 700,000 Koreans "forcibly" brought to Japan, a suggestion that a 
reference to the Japanese military occupying Nanking and murdering many 
civilians be "treated so as to stress the abnormal and confused situation at 
the time", and a prohibition of the use of the word "invasion" with regard to 
Japanese actions. 


A sentence which says 10 million children, women, and elderly were killed in 
areas of Japanese military action was rejected because it "gives a bad 
impression to the students". The government suggested elimination of the 
sentence, "Asian people experienced immeasurable suffering and damage from 
the war" because "there are also opinions that the war enabled other Asian 
countries to gain their independence". 


A reference to "serious social problems" because of the return of Okinawa to 
Japan was described as "too dark and pessimistic. Add some good effects", 
the government advised. 


In another reaction on the textbook issue, the 30 participants from 16 
countries in last month's Christian Conference of Asia youth conference, held 
in Japan, sent. a message to Japanese Prime Minister Suzuki Zenko and Education 
Minister Ogawa Heiji vigorously condemning "the distortion of historical 
facts regarding the Japanese aggressive wars against Asian countries". It 
describes the revisions as "further proof of your government's non-repentance 
for the responsibilities of the war and insincerity towards peace". 


Christians are about one percent of the Japanese population. 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES HOLD Ecumenical Press 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT Service :82.09.50 


CANBERRA, Australia (EPS) - Churches were urged to "go between" the public 
debate on the arms race and the policy debate within government at a church 
conference on disarmament here last month [27-29 August]. 


Bryan Hehir, associate secretary for international justice of the [US] 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops, said the church should help "create 
a community of conscience", and draw a moral limit in the midst of complex 
discussions and technical uncertainties. 


The gathering was co-sponsored by the Australian Council of Churches and the 
[Australian Roman] Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace. Tracing Roman 
Catholic thought on the issues of nuclear weapons, Hehir said, "Generally 
speaking, in Catholic teaching today there is a strong consensus against any 
idea that the use of nuclear weapons can be fitted within any moral doctrine. 
There is a hesitancy to condemn possession of nuclear weapons", he added, 
"but there is unreserved condemnation on the use of resources for increasing 
the arms race rather than diverting these resources to more worthwhile 
purposes." 


Research Officer Harvey Perkins of the Uniting Church in Australia based 
his examination of the issue on the doctrine of the image of God. “If we are 
made in the image of God, we can have some faith in humanity. We should not 
deny that image in others and this implies that creation puts the future of 
life in human hands and therefore the future of life must not be surrendered 
by human beings", he said. 


Referring to the national debate about Australia's defence ties to the US, 
Perkins called for building people's awareness and understanding "so that they 
can deny to themselves the civilian use until the danger of military use is 
removed". He added that "in Australia this applies particularly to uranium 
mining and communication bases". 


In a presentation of readings, music and symbolic movement, a group of women 
from the ACC Commission on the Status of Women led the conference to reflect 
on the impact of war on women. The presentation was based around the Greek 
myth of Demeter and Persephone with contemporary readings. 


Quaker participant and physicist Barrie Pittock reported to the conference 
that the Australian Institute of Physics meeting the week previous had, for 
the first time, taken a political stand against the use of nuclear weapons. 


Tasmanian medical doctor Doug McClean followed with a call to all participants 
to invite their family doctors to join Australian Doctors for the Prevention 
of War. Many other participants referred to the growing peace movement in 
Australia, which in April led to the largest rallies seen in Australian cities 
since the Vietnam War years. 


A proposal that provoked much discussion was the call for Australians to get 
to know and make friends with Soviet families. "As Christians we must reject 
the view that we should hate the Russian people", said one speaker. Several 
others supported this proposal and pointed critically to the federal 
government's continuing ban on exchange of scientists between Australia and 
the Soviet Union. 


Russell Rollason (informatton officer, ACC) 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL PROBE BEGINS Service:82.09.51 


PRETORIA, South Africa (EPS) - A lawyer for the South African Council of 
Churches says it will "not obstruct" the investigation of its affairs by the 
Eloff Commission, a government group. S.F. Kentridge said the SACC would 
"cooperate by making documents available". 


In his opening remarks, Kentridge reiterated SACC objection to the appoint- 
ment of the commission. He said South African law allows appointment of such 
commissions when there are issues of "public concern". He said charges of 
SACC "financial irregularities" affect only itsmembership, not the public. 

He also noted steps the SACC has taken recently in terms of better financial 
management. 


Also addressing the opening day of the commission's public hearing, SACC 
General Secretary Desmond Tutu delivered what the Rand Daily Mail newspaper 
described as a "three-hour sermon on Christian ethics". 


The Mail said the three commissioners "sat straight-faced" as Tutu described 

the commission's appointment as "tantamount to blasphemy", the South African 

system of race separation as heretical and evil, and the country's political 
system in general as one of "injustice, exploitation, and oppression". 


The Mail said Tutu responded to questions from Kentridge by denying that the 
SACC supports terrorist attacks or that it preaches revolutionary theology. 
He agreed that the SACC has had financial problems, but said it is able to 
put its financial house in order and has already taken steps in that 
direction. 


On the second and third days of its hearing [2-3 September] the commission heard 
from former SACC ombudsman Eugene Roelofse. The Mail reported he described 

SACC financial problems as its "Achilles heel." He said SACC leaders tried to 
cover up financial irregularities, and that as he pressed the point, he felt 
increasing hostility from Tutu and others toward him. He also said SACC funds 
meant for the South African Theological College of Independent Churches were 
misused, that physical conditions there were "untenable" and that the college 
became a gathering place for "undesirable elements." 


From the US, Religious News Service reported that commission investigators 

met early last month with US government and church officials in New York and 
Washington on the SACC investigation. Ernest Lefever, head of the Institute 
for Ethics and Public Policy in Washington, is reportedly among those who met 
with the investigators, though RNS reported an institute spokesperson declined 
to confirm that report. 


One investigator, K.P.C. Van Lieres, reportedly said he would "look into the 
matter" of visas for interested US churchpeople to attend the commission's 
public sessions. He also reportedly agreed that under South African rules 
for such inquiries, secret witnesses may be called. 


The SACC groups denominations representing most of the country's Christians, 
but does not include those to which many in the country's white leadership 
belong. Most of its funding has come from abroad. Were the South African 
government to ban the SACC, it would be unable to legally maintain overseas 
contacts. 


EPS 


CLOSER LUTHERAN/ ANGLICAN Ecumenical Press 
RELATIONS URGED IN EUROPE Service:82.09.52 


HELSINKI (EPS) - European Anglican and Lutheran representatives are 
recommending that denominations of the two traditions authorize joint 
celebrations of the eucharist under specific conditions as a step toward full 
communion. 


The final report of the commission, which held its third meeting here 
[26 August - 1 September], is to be released later this year following 
editorial revision. It also recommends mutual open communion, joint 
consultation and decision-making, and increased exchanged to further 
knowledge of the other. 


The commission met previously in Edinburgh (1980) and Munich (1981). Its 
report notes agreement or convergence on doctrinal questions such as 
justification, eucharist, ordained ministry, episcopacy, and the nature of the 
church. It refers extensively to previous theological work, including the 
international Anglican/Lutheran theological dialogue of 1970-72, the 1981 
report of the US Lutheran/Anglican dialogue, the 1982 international theological 
convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), and reports from 
the international Lutheran/Roman Catholic and Anglican/Roman Catholic 
dialogues. 


Anglican commission members are from the Church of England, Church of Ireland, 
Church in Wales, and Scottish Episcopal Church. The Lutherans are from the 
Church of Norway, Church of Sweden, Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, 
Lutheran Church in Hungary, United Evangelical Lutheran Church in the GDR, and 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church of [the Federal Republic of] Germany. 


Also this month, conventions of US Lutherans and Anglicans were voting on a 
proposal to authorize "interim sharing of the eucharist". [EPS 82.09.04]. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS :82.09.53-55 


82.09.53: Oktnawa-nuclear 
At their 1982 annual meeting Baptists on Okinawa condemned the existence and 
use of atomic weaponry, which "despises the dignity of human life". 


82.09.54: Ntgerta-Muslim 

General Secretary C.0. Williams of Christian Council of Nigeria has expressed 
concern about those he describes as extremists who are trying to turn the 
country into a Muslim state. He said their methods include ridicule and 
falsification. He also criticized increasing consultation and interaction 
between Nigerian government offices and Islamic organizations, thus 
strengthening them. About 90 percent of Nigerians are Christians or Muslims, 
in roughly equal numbers. 


82.09.55: Lutheran-Jewish 

The fourth Lutheran World Federation consultation on the church and the Jews 

met last month (22-28 August) near Geneva. It noted Lutherans' "special 

problem" in light of "certain vitriolic statements about the Jews" made by 

Martin Luther, the 500th anniversary of whose birth is next year. The 
consultation regretted that such statements, "that Lutheran churches today 
universally reject’; have been used to "further anti-semitism." The 

consultation also suggested that getting back to Christianity's Jewish 

roots can be "the starting point of...contextualization" for Third World churches. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.09.56-61 


82.09.56: Rawltngs-priesthood 

In an interview with Paris-based Jeune Afrique magazine, Chairman Jerry 
Rawlings of Ghana's ruling Provisional National Defence Council says he 
thought twice in his career about becoming a priest. Rawlings, an air force 
flight lieutenant, also observed that "Jesus Christ was himself a fighter, 
But down here when priests talk about Jesus Christ, they portray him as some 
lamb who never touched a fly. Jesus Christ has even proved that violence 
is sometimes necessary." 


82.09.57: Btko-martyr 

The bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of South Africa are 
reportedly planning to discuss whether to add Steve Biko to the church 
calendar as a martyr. The black consciousness leader died while detained by 
South African authorities in 1977. Also proposed for the calendar is 
Phakamle Mabija, a church youth worker who died in detention the same year. 


82.09.58: Ghana-support 

During two days of talks with members of Ghana's ruling Provisional National 
Defence Council, the country's Roman Catholic bishops reportedly assured the 
PNDC of their desire to assist in the fight against domination, suppression, 
disease and hunger. They also reportedly called for a foreign policy of 
"positive neutrality", and an end to political detentions. 


82.09.59: Netherlands-peace 

A group of Dutch Roman Catholic bishops has met with representatives of the 
country's Interchurch Peace Council (IKV) to voice concerns that the IKV 
sometimes seems to be tied too closely to the programmes of particular 
political parties at the expense of its church connections. IKV leaders 
reportedly said. the IKV's church relations remain fundamental even though 
there is an effort to relate it also to other groups in society. Both sides 
reportedly agreed on the necessity to intensify IKV-church contacts so as to 
avoid misunderstandings. 


82.09.60: Braztl-church/state 

Rome-based Inter Press Service reports that the Brazilian government is ''busy 
forging stronger links with the Protestant churches". It notes the recent 
appearance of Brazilian President Joao Baptista Figueiredo and four cabinet 
ministers at a religious rally attended by 100,000 people and led by Baptist 
evangelist Nilson do Amaral, "a kind of Brazilian Billy Graham". IPS calls 
it "the first move of its kind" by government leaders in a quarter century, 
and also observes that "state governors and associated politicians have been 
making overtures to Protestant leaders for some time", especially Pentecostals 
and Baptists. IPS adds that Brazil's Lutherans and Methodists "are staying 
relatively distant from the dominant political powers". 


82.09.61: Lattin Amertca-RC 

About 70 Latin American Roman Catholic bishops met for two weeks this month 
in Lima to discuss the church's pastoral role in big cities, The annual 
conference of the Latin American Episcopal Conference (CELAM) might also 
consider guerrilla violence and human rights, a conference spokesperson said. 
The meeting is not open to the public. 


ECUVIEW: "Christian Reaction to the Lebanon Crisis" EPS :82.09.62 


The following ts exeerpted from "Middle East Peace Option - Is It Sttll Alive 
after the Israelt Invaston of Lebanon". The article by Ghassan Michel Rubeiz, 
Middle East secretary at the World Council of Churches, was prepared in 
connectton with a sertes of public meetings on the Middle East planned in 
Canada tn mtd-October. The complete text ts avatlable on request to him at 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The references to Maronttes are to the majority 
grouping of Lebanese Christians. They emerged as a distinet communtty in the 
seventh century and have been tn communion wtth the bishop of Rome stnce 1181. 


As Arabs, Lebanese Christians feel that the Palestinians deserve a homeland. 
Moreover, most church leaders opposed the Israeli invasion. Those Christians 
who welcomed the Israeli invasion have fallen into the Israeli trap of promised 
"power partnership". 


There is a long history, among conservative Christian communities, of reliance 
on Western powers for protection which dates back to the Crusades. The Moslem 
conservative communities have parallel dependency - on Arab countries. Both 
Lebanese communities have yet to feel unified enough to stop depending on 
foreign allies to preserve their domestic security at times of crisis. 


Many Maronites may have welcomed the Israeli invasion of Lebanon perceiving 
the Palestinians as such invaders of Lebanon, due to military, political and 
demographic character of Palestinian presence in the Lebanon. The Maronites, 
themselves armed and organized, felt threatened by the Palestinians and their 
popular base among non-conservative Lebanese communities. 


Also the Maronites perceive themselves as the most patriotic and responsible 
force capable of protecting Lebanon from "foreigners". But the problem is 
that Maronites were no less responsible for introducing foreign elements into 
the country, namely Western powers in the past and the Israelis in more recent 
years. The Maronite elites also believe that their political supremacy in 
Lebanon is threatened by a grassroot social revolution generated by the 
Palestinian presence in Lebanon. The PLO is not only a struggle for nation- 
hood; it is also, basically, a secular, social Arab revolution. 


The Syrian presence in Lebanon (no longer based on international law due to 
the expiration of the Arab League Mandate), has also played a role in further 
alienating the Maronite community from the Palestinian world. The protracted 
presence of the Syrians in Lebanon and their varying alliances with the 
Palestinians have not helped relations with the Maronites. 


While mentioning the reasons which have contributed to the current Maronite- 
Palestinian crisis, one ought not to forget the related factor of an overall 
Arab failure and inefficiency in dealing with the problem of Palestine... The 
Arab countries have left small and vulnerable Lebanon with the disproportionate 
role of supporting Palestine. 


This Arab displacement of responsibility to Lebanon has angered the Maronites 
more than it has other political groups. The liberal communities in Lebanon 
have pragmatically accepted such Arab inefficiency in dealing with Palestine 
and assumed the challenge of solidarity with the Palestinians. Nor are 
Maronite conservative politics supported by the Christian world outside 
Lebanon. ... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Liberation Theology: A Chinese Perspective" EPS:82.09.63 


The following ts excerpted from an arttcle by K.H. Ting, moderator of the 
Chinese Nattonal Christtan Three-Self Patrtotie Movement Committee, 

prestdent of the China Christtan Counctl, and prinetpal of Nanjing Unton 
Theologtcal College. Published last year by the Christian Conference of 
Asta, the enttre article appears in the fortheoming World Council of Churches 
book "Mintstry by the People". 


We do not know very much about liberation theology. We know we are for 
liberation and we are for theology and we are also for liberating theology 
from its bondage to western history, to colonialism, and so on. From what 
we gather from books on liberation theology we are very sympathetic with its 
emphasis on the necessity for a change in social systems, which its 
opposition to reformism, with its criticism of social developmentism, with 
its stand for liberation and for revolution, and with its relating theology 
not only to philosophy but even more to social sciences. 


Of all of these we really are very appreciative, very Sympathetic. Its 
emphasis that theology should not only be responsible to our church 
traditions but should have an accountability for the reconstructions of human 
history - we think that is great. But many of my Christian colleagues would 
hesitate to say that they themselves are liberation theologians because we 
somehow feel that we must not relativise the absolute or absolutise the 
relative. 


I can make it clear by a reference to a recent article in "The Christian 
Century" written by James Cone whom we respect highly as a black theologian. 
He said in this article, "I still contend that the gospel is identical with 
the liberation of the poor people from social-political oppression". Now he 
didn't say that Christian Gospel supports or requires this. He said that it 
is identical with and it is this word we would hesitate to use. 


We are very sensitive on this matter, probably because we are post-liberation. 
We sympathise with the liberation theologians' support of the poor and concern 
for material uplift. But we feel that Christian theology must deal first of 

all with the relationship between human beings and God. That is a much more 

ultimate question which theology must not shy away from. 


We in China needed liberation. We do not want to return to our pre-liberation 
days. Yet we do not think that political liberation is a solution to that 
much more ultimate problem - the problem between human beings and the ultimate 
ground on which the whole universe is structured. The question of life in 
Jesus Christ - that, somehow we feel that liberation theologians have not 
dealt with adequately. Maybe we need to read more of their books. 


New China has definitely produced better men and women but these better men 
and better women are not the same as the "new man" that St. Paul speaks of. 

I am very grateful that my colleague spoke about St. Augustine's remark: 

"Thou hast put a restlessness in our heart so that we would find no rest until 
we rest in Thee". This restlessness is something that we experience even 
after our political liberation. 


As to the sympathies for the poor, while we are in agreement with liberation 
theologians, we from our own experience think that it is not something to 
absolutise. In post-liberation China we still have poor people. ... [Yet, ] 


the very suffering that we experienced during the days of the Cultural Revolution 
was exactly due to the doctrine of perpetual revolution of the poor against 
the wealthy, and that is why we would hesitate to idealise the poor... 


ECUVIEW: "On Reporting Christian Activities in China" EPS:82.09.64 


This ts excerpted from a talk earlter this year by Raymond Fung, World Counetl of Churches evangelism 
Secretary, to a group of religious magazine editors meeting in Wheaton, Illinots, US, A longer verston 
appeared in the Spring/Summer 1982 tssue of China Notes. 


One of the most common expressions we come across in covering Christian activities in China is "Christia 
participation in the United Front". In the West, more often than not, the expression is regarded 
negatively, suggesting Christians conspiring to sell out their faith to the Communists. 


In China, the expression is openly and proudly positive, with a precise meaning, "Your participation in 
the common task of nation building is invited. Whoever is not against us is with us". We, as writers, 
can conjure up the opposite of what it actually conveys in China by simply citing the expression. In 

this case, to communicate accurately, we need to provide an explanation, to provide the proper context. 


Then there is this concern for China's constitution which provides for the freedom to propagate atheism, 
but not the corresponding freedom to propagate the Christian faith. Everyone agrees that it is a bad 
clause. The Three-Self leadership has formally proposed that it should be removed, as it should be. 


But we miss a great deal without the context which includes Muslim-dominated areas within China. Bad 
as it is, this clause is meant to protect non-believers living in areas where religion dominates, as 
much as it is to discriminate against religious people. 7 


Christianity is a fact in China. But in context, it becomes apparent that Buddhism and Islam are 
bigger facts. The primary concern of the government's Religious Affairs Bureau is not Christianity. 
This fact ought to be borne in mind when writing about Christianity in China. 


A basic perspective in getting hold of China's context is so obvious that I hardly dare mention it. 

It is simply that China is a tightly controlled society run by a Communist Party. There are no 
organized activities without reference to government. There is no public decision without reference 
to party policies. Whether we like it or not, this is the normal state of affairs in China, and it is 
so for all aspects of life. 


Religious freedom, therefore, has to be understood in this context and not in the context of the 

United States. Christians in China cannot hold open-air evangelical meetings. Nobody can hold public 
meetings except the Communist Party and its affiliates within the structure of the state. Therefore, 
if.we report that there are no open-air evangelistic meetings in China, we are being factually accurate. 
That this indicates to us that there is limited religious freedom in China may be a proper judgment. 


But in so doing, we are not saying anything about the reality of Christianity in China. In fact we 
are distorting China's present church-state relations, insinuating something sinister which is not 
warranted... 


By stating the obvious within a given context, and isolating it from its own context, we can turn the 
normal into the abnormal, giving it a significance, often negative and sinister, that it does not 
possess in its original context. In my opinion, this tendency is the case with a very large proportion 
of Christian reporting on Christianity in China. 


Another area of sorry reporting has to do with the relationship of the public churches and the Christian 
groups meeting in homes. Of the latter, data are even more difficult to verify. But once again, the 
main problem has to do with the placement of facts in context, in this case finding the right context... 


By affirming the house churches, and choosing to place them in opposition to the public churches, a 
writer can insinuate that the latter are Bible-denying and principle-compromising, without actually 
saying so and without producing a single shred of evidence. A careful examination of the statements, 
policies and achievements of the Three-Self leadership will show that there are no compelling facts 
for us to situate the house church movement in opposition to the public churches. 


The movement should be seen, in my opinion, primarily in the context of the Cultural Revolution, the 
isolation and poverty of the Chinese rural countryside. There is, however, one way to see the movement 
in opposition to the public churches, and that is the tension between local and national expressions 

of Christian consciousness and Christian mission. 


So this is my simple suggestion. In writing and reporting on China, please be contextual. Place the 
facts in Chinese context. Try to see from the Chinese perspective. This, I believe, is no more than 
a standard communications requirement. In this case, however, there is an additional reason. 


Christians in China, regardless of where they worship, have made it clear that their way is the way of 
Self-government, Self-support, and Self-propagation. They claim the protagonists role in God's drama 
in China. Therefore, taking their context seriously is a necessary sign of respect and of solidarity. 
Not taking their context seriously is a denial of the Three-Self principle that they hold so dear. 


ECUVIEW: "Jesus Christ - the Life of Europe" EPS :82.09.65 


The following ts excerpted from a longer article with the same title in the October issue of International 
Review of Misston, published by the World Council of Churches world mission and evangelism commission. 

Its author, Martin Lehmann-Habeck, directs Evangelisches Misstonswerk, Hamburg, FRG, and is a 

conmtsston consultant. 


+++ It seems to me to be maintaining an imperialistic heritage if the Europeans claim that they should 
be considered according to their national or other peculiarities whereas they expect people from 
Vietnam, from India and from Indonesia to understand and present themselves as Asians. What, then, 
are the factors that constitute what today may be called Europe? 


The heritage of Greek and Roman antiquity - especially Greek philosophy and Roman law - have been 
amalgamated with the Christian religion of oriental Jewish origin. Christianity has been the prevailing, 
the licenced religion, fostered by state authorities from emperor Constantine's time on. Christian 
states, Christian empires have been typical of Europe. The alliance with the powers that be caused the 
great schism in the church; the accommodation to the profane powers resulted in the Reformation, which 
brought about further divisions of Christian and secular Europe. 


Conquest of nearly the entire world, imperialistic colonial rule over it and exploitation of it by the 
different powers of Europe are equally constitutive of Europe, as was the widespread Christian mission 
to "the ends of the earth" and the resurgence of modern science and technology that dominate life to 
the remotest corner of the globe today. In the imperialistic tradition, the development of modern 


technology has taken place - at least jointly - with military technology, as Europe has been the cradle 
of two world wars. 


As a result of this, Europe is divided by the frontier line of two ideological world blocks today, 
actively involved in and, at the same time, threatened by the arms race of ideologically and militarily 
hostile alliances of powers. The threat of death hangs over Europe from weapons which can extinguish 
advanced life on the globe for millennia it not forever. Europe suffers daily the threat of life by 
the painful division between east and west, a division which the healing forces of life are constantly 
trying to counteract. This is, of course, my very special and intimately experienced German context 

in the centre of Europe. 


But isn't Europe itself a threat to life? It is a huge economic power block of industrialized economies 
which, in order to keep going, need to impoverish the natural resources and the labour resources 
provided by the less industrialized countries. This way Europe threatens future life on our globe by 
wastage of resources and pollution of the environment. If we, finally, agree to the proposition that 
the economic system that Europe profits from is exploitative to the so-called Third World and even 
helps to sustain oppressive regimes in that part of the world, then we need to draw the conclusion that 
Europe is one cause of poverty and starvation in our world, a cause of death, a threat to life for 
millions of human beings. 


Is it fair to generalize in this respect and to refer to eastern and western Europe alike? There are, 
admittedly, some differences, but as eastern state economies function according to the same laws as do 
western economies, these differences are only a question of degree. Eastern economies may not yet 
consume as many resources from abroad as western ones do... 


--- As Jesus Christ is the life of the world, he can also be proclaimed to Europe as the promise for 
life. This implies, as evangelism quite often does, a serious call to repentance, i.e. to turn away 
from living at the cost of the rest of the world, from securing what we understand to be life by all 
possible means including arms, from unscrupulously experimenting with biological and physical nature 
in order to perceive the mystery of life and to shape new forms of life by human power. 


The promise of Christ will not be realized by Europe unless its people turn away from the idolatries 
that threaten life on our globe as a whole. The challenge to Europe is to surrender to that kind of 
life that grows out of sacrifice; the first things to sacrifice are our peculiar pride, our aspirations 
to a secure life by accumulating the wealth of the earth, our security in the face of worldwide hunger, 
starvation and oppression. 


What seems equally important to me to be sacrificed for the sake of our future is our European spirit 
of scientific experimental progress that presumably leads us to unlimited new horizons of knowledge 

and skill. Ignoring the sinfulness within people and human societies, we keep developing whatever we 
can. Nothing seems to be holy in itself, i.e. for the sake of securing life or for the sake of God who 
wants life to be protected. We betray ourselves by assuming that every new achievement will eventually 
be an improvement of life. 


I wonder how long God can suffer such a species to violate his creation; I am not at all certain 
whether there will be a future for Europe at all according to God's plan. But what I know is that if 
there is any chance for a future life of Europe, it is only by a serious change of our lifestyle, of 
our devotion, of our attitude. There is no room for any cheap proclamation of the gospel of grace. 


The chance we have for evangelism in Europe is that God does not want the sinner to die but that he wants 
him/her to repent and to live (Ez.33:11). Moreover, inasmuch as Europe has been described as a threat 

to life in our world, we do at any rate need to transform our concept of life and to change our style 

of living for the sake of others who are affected by us. 


The task of the churches is to accept and to present te the people the role of servanthood to life. 

They have to realize, first, to what extent they are still captivated by the spirits of power and death 
that rule over Europe. They are challenged to accept freely the role already assigned to them - the role 
of minority churches in a non-Christian society. The churches are called to testify to life in the midst 
of death; they are to be symbols of life and even islands of the new, eternal life in this world. This 
is their unmistakable identity. Does this criterion describe our churches? 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from Toronto" EPS :82.09.66 


Support for disarmament, election of a social activist and evangelical moderator, and a new post to co- 
ordinate native ministry marked the 29th general council of the United Church of Canada, which met last 
month. 


The biennial council was attended by 450 delegates from across the country. Because of its Montréal 
location, more of an effort was made to practise the church's theoretical bilingualism. 


A highlight for many was election of Clarke MacDonald, 62, as moderator. MacDonald, who describes himself 
as an “evangelical liberal", has been a strong proponent of the peace movement though the ecumenical 
coalition Project Ploughshares and for native people through the Project North coalition. He follows 

Lois Wilson, first woman moderator, who brought a global and social-justice perspective to her two-year 
ministry. 


Another election was that of Phil Cline, 54, former head of the church's Alberta Conference, to its most 
important administrative function as executive secretary of general council. Cline, who will continue his 
pastoral, teamwork style of ministry, hopes to decrease grassroots alienation from national office. 


The need for such work was evident at general council. There was anger toward national office for stands 
some people see as controversial; a prime focus for those feelings was the church's preliminary report on 
human sexuality. 


The report, which shocked many people with statements affirming premarital and extramarital sex in some 
situations, was only to be discussed at this council. Delegates were requested not to take action on the 
study for fear of unduly influencing those chosen to write the final paper, but did pass a petition 
stating the mission division's draft statement should not affirm any "genital" relationships outside of 
marriage. 


In their haste to do so, delegates didn't realize non-affirmation of emotional, secondary relationships 
was included so a new petition correcting that was later brought to the floor. Because of lack of time, 
it and a few dozen other petitions were referred to various church bodies. 


Another concern was treatment of Canada's French-speaking population. Delegates’ awareness of that issue 
increased after more than half spent a weekend billetted with a French-speaking family. (Eighty-three 
percent of them rated the experience "great" on follow-up questionnaires.) During the week, delegates 
voted in favour of French immersion courses for newly-ordained ministers working in Quebec, and more churce 
resources available in French; they again reaffirmed Quebec's right to decide whether to remain in Canada. 


In other actions: 


~- Stan McKay Jr., an outspoken defender of native rights, became the church's first native ministry co- 
ordinator. He will work with native people and make their concerns known throughout the church. 


~ Delegates voted in favour of making Canada a nuclear-weapons free zone, and urged the Canadian 
government to direct money to development instead of military work. They also agreed national staff 
should look into hiring a staffperson to coordinate disarmament work throughout the church. 


- The church's Task Force on the Changing Roles of Women and Men in Church and Society, which recently 
released guidelines for inclusive language, received a slap on the wrist when delegates passed a 
motion which celebrated the task force's work while stating inclusive language must not be "imposed" on 
church people. Hostility has arisen not so much because the task force espouses words like "chair- 
person" but because it hopes to change hymns, scriptures and "God-language" - that is, use words 
conveying God as Mother and/or Father. On the positive side, there were more women taking Pte 
roles at council and more people attuned to inclusive language. 


~ A grassroots theological examination of United Church beliefs will take place over the next six years. 
People will have a chance to discuss the significance of Jesus in today's world, the nature and purpose 
of God, and what it means to live as a covenant people. 


The next general council is slated for 1984, and after that meetings will take place every three years. 
That change was made so congregations have more time to study, reflect and respond to issues,and to 
reduce costs. 


In other Canadian church news, the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Toronto will decrease by half its givings 
to the social-justice oriented, overseas development group, the Canadian Catholic Organization for 
Development and Peace (CCODP). Although CCODP received $1 million in 1981, only $500,000 will reach the 
organization this year while, in what seems like a major shift in goals, $750,000 will go to the Toronto 
Pastoral Missionary Programme. That new body, according to a statement from Cardinal G. Emmett Carter, 
will correct two of what he called CCODP's limiting factors: it does not support projects in Canada nor 
does it support projects of an evangelical, pastoral nature. 


While CCODP does not yet know the effects of the cutbacks, there will be an immediate loss of matching 
funds from the federal governments. 


And a small but influential Canadian newspaper, The Catholic New Times, has received the 1982 International 
Press Association award for general excellence as a national newspaper. The New Times, started five years 
ago, operates on a shoestring budget and focuses on social issues. While it doesn't have the large 
circulation of The Catholic Registrar, the paper received in most Roman Catholic households in Canada, its 
circulation is now at 9,500 and still growing. 


Joanne Fatrhart-Houlden 
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SUM OF THE NEWS: 


me me ee ee ee ee ee 
eee ee we ee we we ee ee 


67: Representatives of world Eastern Orthodoxy meet near Geneva for a 
secend conference to prepare for a projected Great Synod, the first for 
Eastern Orthodoxy ‘tn 1200 years. 


68: The conventton of the Lutheran Church tn Amertca approves a commitment to 
ecumentsm. It and two other US Lutheran denomtnattons agree to form one 
new Lutheran church by 1988. 


69: The counetl of the Evangelical Church tn Germany speaks about the sttuatton 
of the 4.6 mtllton foretgners tn the FRG. 


70: German church and farm representatives debate questions of hunger and 
plenty. 


71: The Nattonal Counetl of the Churches of Christ tn the USA reacts to 
12 "myths" betng spread about tt. 


72: A meeting between Pope John Paul and Yasser Arafat prompts strong Israelt 
reactton and a vtgorous Vattcan reply. 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts interested in coptes of these sttuatton reports on vartous parts 
of the world from the World Counetl of Churches Commission on Inter—-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service may request them from the Secretary for Emergency 
and Rehabtlttatton Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


1) Lebanon Emergency (No. 15, 6 September) 
2) Asta Floods - Emergency in India (7 September) 
3) Kenya - Ftres (8 September) 


ORTHODOX CONTINUE Ecumenical Press 
SYNOD PREPARATION Service:82.09.67 


Chambésy, Geneva (EPS) - The projected Great Synod of Eastern Orthodoxy is 
being advised not to make changes at present in the way in which most Eastern 
Orthodox calculate the date for the celebration of Easter. 


That is one of several recommendations to the Synod agreed by the second Pan- 
Orthodox synod preparatory conference which met for a week [5-12 September] 
at the Orthodox Centre here. 


In general, Eastern and Western Christians have come to interpret differently 
the guidelines of the fourth century Council of Nicaea about the Easter 
calculation, so that roughly three years in four, Eastern Christians celebrate 
Easter one to several weeks later than Western Christians. (The Orthodox 
Church of Finland, however, follows the Western system.) 


Experts in astronomy had previously advised that a more careful following of 
Eastern Orthodoxy's own norms for the calculation would usually lead to a 
common Easter, which depends on the time of the full moon which follows the 
beginning of spring in the northern hemisphere. Nonetheless, the bishops from 
the 14 Orthodox churches who signed the report of the conference decisions 
said that the faithful "are not prepared, or, at least, are not sufficiently 
informed, to consider and accept a change in the determination of the Easter 
date". 


Thus, they conclude, any changes are "reserved to a more propitious time 
according to God's will", but add the hope that a systematic sharing of 
information about the question among the faithful will make it possible for 
Eastern Orthodox to "advance together on the way toward a common celebration" 
of Easter. 


Among other recommendations, the conference suggests no changes in current 
practice which allows priests and deacons to marry before, but not after, 
ordination, and which allows up to two divorces and remarriages for Eastern 
Orthodox in some situations. Monks who "are reducted by an ecclesiastical 
decision to the lay state" would be allowed to marry. 


On the question of fasting regulations, the conference urges more input from 
the various Orthodox churches pending recommendations from a future conference. 
That third preparatory meeting is also to consider relations of Orthodox 
churches with the rest of the Christian world, Eastern Orthodoxy and the 
ecumenical movement, and the "contribution of local Orthodox churches to the 
realization of Christian ideals of peace, liberty, fraternity, and love among 
peoples,and the suppression of racial discrimination". 


The projected synod could be accepted by Eastern Orthodoxy as an ecumenical 
council, the first so recognized by that tradition since the seventh 
ecumenical council in 787. The hierarchs who signed the conference report 
represented the patriarchates of Constantinople (Istanbul), Alexandria 
Antioch (Damascus), Jerusalem, Moscow, Serbia, Romania, and Bulgaria, and the 
churches of Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Georgia(USSR), Czechoslovakia and Finland. 


Bishops from two churches - Orthodox Church in America and Japanese Orthodox 
Church - whose autonomy or autocephaly (self-governing or independent status) 
is not formally recognized by some parts of Eastern Orthodoxy are not among 
the signers. 


EPS 


ECUMENICAL COMMITMENT Ecumenical Press 
VOTED BY US LUTHERANS ; Service: 82.09.68 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky, US (EPS) - The convention of the Lutheran Church in 
America has okayed a major statement of its commitment to ecumenism, which 

it describes as "the experiencing and the ongoing task of expressing the unity 
God gives in the life of the church." 


The statement goes beyond committing the church "only to pan-Lutheranism or 

only to Roman Catholic rapproachment" and pledges the LCA to "affirm its kinship 
and to demonstrate its unity pea all those who are evangelical and catholic in 
the church." It says ecumenism "must permeate, inform, and vitalize every 

aspect of this church's faith and life." 


The document affirms as LCA goals "implementation of-dialogue results, and 
acknowledgement and evaluation of shared experiences with Anglicans [see EPS 
82.09.91], those of the Reformed traditions, and Roman Catholics. The vision 
of this church," it continues, "must include Orthodox, Methodists, Baptists, 
Conservative Evangelicals, and Pentecostals, with whom contacts and dialogues 
have been limited or have only begun." 


It adds that"this church acknowledges the vision of fuller unity such has been 
presented by the World Council of Churches and its Faith and Order Commission, 
and the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA," and declares 
"that the ecumenical committment to the unity of the church is among its 
highest priorities under the proclamation of the gospel." 


Also during its convention, the LCA joined two other US Lutheran denominations — 
American Lutheran Church and Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, whose 
conventions met simultaneously in other cities - to approve efforts to unite 

the three by 1988. The new denomination would include about two-thirds of the 
country's 8.5 million Lutherans. 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter, who was at the ALC 
convention when the votes were announced, predicted the new church would have 
a "stronger impact" ecumenically. He said it was one of the most "moving days 
of my life to be here to witness this great moment." Both the LCA and ALC be- 
long to the WCC. 


The new denomination would be the fourth largest in the US, after the Roman 
Catholic Church, Southern Baptist Convention, and United Methodist Church. 

John Roach, Roman Catholic archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and president 
of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, called the decision ''new and 
important... Although it is of immediate concern to Lutherans, I believe tc 
represents another significant step in the broader movement of ecumenism," he 
said. 


EPS 


GERMAN CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS ON FOREIGNERS Service: 82.09.69 


The followtng ts adapted from a report tn the September bulletin of the 
Evangelteal Church tn Germany , a grouping of the regtonal Untted, Reformed, 
and Lutheran churches tin the FRG. 


HANNOVER, FRG (EPS) - About 4.6 million foreigners are living in the Federal 
Republic of Germany at present. They came to earn their living when the German 
economy had a great demand for workers which could not be met by the indigenous 
population. Meanwhile the economic situation has changed dramatically and there 
are nearly 2 million unemployed. 


In the public debate on ways of combating unemployment, the economic problems 
of the Federal Republic are occasionally blamed on foreigners alone. Contra- 
dicting this view, the council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has 
now made a statement emphasising that "migrant workers and their families are 
not the cause of our present economic problems" and that "a considerable number 
of them are still needed today for certain jobs." 


Freedom of movement and freedom of choice for all where jobs are concerned are 
considered by the council to be goals worth striving for, and not only within 
national borders. However, the council feels that the counties of the European 
Community, having agreed to guarantee the free choice of jobs within each 
other's territories under certain conditions, should continue to limit the 
influx of foreign workers from countries outside the community. 


The council regards it as a "matter of great concern" that some groups of 
foreigners are increasingly separating themselves off from other people and 
avoiding contacts with their German neighbours. "Such tendencies make it more 
likely that foreigners will be rejected by the German population and more 
difficult for them to become integrated into their new environment." 


The council considers that immigrants who are permitted to stay and work in the 
Federal Republic for more than just a few years should have the right "to 

bring their spouses and under-age children with them or to have them join them 

later, or to marry non-Germans and to be united with them in Germany." Foreign 

parents should decide as early as possible whether they wish their. children to 

be brought up in the Federal Republic or in their native country. 


The council is of the opinion that adequate school facilities should be available 
for all foreign children living in the Federal Republic. The Evangelical Church 


in Germany also favours job-creating measures in the countries of origin of 
migrant workers, and improvements in the counselling facilities available to 
those who wish to return home. 


Another point raised by the council is that it should be made easier for refu- 
gees who have been granted political asylum to be reunited with their families. 
About 4.5 per cent of the foreigners living in the Federal Republic have 
applied to the authorities for political asylum, a right which has been granted 
to approximately 79,000 foreigners since 1953. 


The EKD council is of the opinion that under-age children and spouses of refugees 
who have been granted political asylum should be given equal rights with the 
relative they have followed to the Federal Republic, even if they cannot prove 
that they have been persecuted for political reasons themselves. 


The EKD council calls upon the member churches of the EKD, all local Protestant 
churches and individual Christians to "do all they can to help Germans and 
foreigners to live together in harmony." In this way, it says, the church will 
be obeying the scriptural commandment to practise love, which reminds us that 
God cares for the stranger who lives among his people. 


EPS 


FRG CHURCH & FARM REPS Ecumenical Press 
DEBATE HUNGER & PLENTY Service: 82.09.70 


The followtng ts adapted from a report tn the September bulletin of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, a grouping of the regtonal Untted, Reformed, 
and Lutheran churches tn the FRG. 


HANNOVER, FRG (EPS) - Christians in Germany do not understand how people can 
be starving in developing countries while the industrialised countries produce 
food surpluses. This was a reason behind the decision of the Protestant and 
Catholic development aid agencies to hold a study conference earlier this year 
in conjunction with the German Farmers' Association. A hundred scientists, 
development experts, journalists and politicians were invited to take part in 
the debate on the problem of hunger and plenty. 


Both sides agreed that food aid is indispensable in many emergency situations, 
but that it can be dangerous if it puts the indigenous farmers out of work and 
makes people dependent on foreign food supplies. Because starving people need 
work and money, it is necessary to create more purchasing power in the developing 
countries, it was agreed. : 


There was no agreement, however, as to whether this should be achieved by 
these countries exporting part of their farming produce to industrialised 
countries, even if this is to be used as animal feed. In the opinion of experts 
in agricultural economics, the industrialised world should buy everything the 
developing countries can produce more cheaply, including animal feed, as these 
countries need foreign currency. 


Church representatives drew attention to the fact that enough food is available 
for everyone worldwide. Hunger is caused by people, who are thus morally 

obliged to do what they can to combat hunger at its roots. All were agreed on this 
point, but differences of opinion remained when it came to locating the direct 
causes of hunger, whether climate, soil, eating habits, flight from the land, 

the international economic order, or population growth. 


Noone denied that great progress has been made in recent years by agricultural 
research. As far as the so-called "green revolution" is concerned, however, 
it was pointed out that experience has shown it is mainly the rich who benefit 
while the poor cannot obtain the most basic foods or cannot pay for them. 


A church representative asked, "Is it not true that, as everyone has to eat, 
food has become a particularly attractive target for the commercial activities 
of transnational corporations? What is their main aim: to satisfy people's 
hunger, or to make a profit?" This alternative met with vehement contradiction 
from some quarters. 


The disagreements voiced at the conference were reported in some newspapers. 
This debate formed part of the dialogue programme being conducted by church 
development aid agencies with political parties, industry, the German Trades 
Union Congress and the German Farmers' Association. The proceedings are not 
generally open to the public. 


EPS 


US CHURCHES COUNCIL REACTS Ecumenical Press 
TO 12 'MYTHS' ABOUT ITSELF Service: 82.09.71 


NEW YORK (EPS) - In an effort to spread "accurate information about the 
ecumenical movement", the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA has published a four-page supplement to its quarterly "Chronicles". 


The bulk of the supplement discusses a dozen "myths" about the NCC "that 
suréaty from time to time. It is apparent to us", the supplement continues, 
"that only a small number of people believe these myths, but they are often 
a very vocal and active minority". 


The NCC says the Aree are often used as fund-raising gimmicks by ... groups 
on the right" and are "sometimes widely circulated, even by groups or 

Sd ai bg who may know that they are unfounded". It expresses confidence 
that "any person slightly familiar with the council's activities would find 
these accusations ridiculous". 


The 12 generalizations the NCC deals with are that it 
- "is out of touch with the grassroots". 

- "dictates to local churches and speaks for them". 

- "funds violent revolutions overseas" 

- "funds communist front groups". 

- "is pro-PLO". 

- "is planning a de-sexed version of the Bible". 

- "does nothing but take positions on public issues" 
- "always takes a left-leaning position on every issue" 
- "has endorsed homosexual lifestyles" 

- "wants to prevent school children from praying". 

- "is against capitalism". 

- "is trying to be a super church". 


In addition, the supplement offers a list of 31 "spokespersons for ecumenical 
work" in various US states. A page-plus message from NCC General Secretary 
Claire Randall included in the supplement is headlined "Be Not Afraid: 
Sources of Strength in Difficult Times". 


EPS 


ISRAEL PROTEST, VATICAN Ecumenical Press 
REPLY ON ARAFAT MEETING Service: 82.09.72 


ROME (EPS) - Pope John Paul's plan to meet briefly, privately with Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestine Liberation Organization [15 September] has 
promted strong Israeli reaction, and a vigorous Vatican reply. 


The Italian press quoted asenior Israeli government spokesperson as saying 
"the church, which never said a word about the massacre of Jews for six years 
in Europe, and has had little to say about the killing of Christians for seven 
years in Lebanon, is now ready to meet a man who has killed in Lebanon, and 
who wants the destruction of Israel to complete to work of the Nazis." 


The Vatican statement, attributed to the Holy See rather than, as is usual, 
the Vatican press office, called Israeli charges an "outrage against the truth" 
and "more than surprising... almost incredible." 


It recalled John Paul's condemnation of the Nazi genocide during his 1979 visit 
to Auschwitz, site of a Nazi concentration camp, and suggested that Israelis 
"have forgotten... how much the pope, the holy see, the Catholic Church... ip 
various countries did to protect and save thousands and thousands of Jews before 
and during the Second World War." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.09, 73-75 


82.09.73: US-blaeck/whtte 


The [US] National Council of Churches planned a four-day Partners in 
Ecumenism conference this month [14-17 September]. Purpose is to build a 
"partnership for change" among black and white church leaders, especially 
because of the "sense of urgency created by the challenge of these dark 

and difficult days". PIE Director Don Jacobs says he hopes the conference 
"will increase the size of the network of church people across the country 
who are working on public policy issues related to the poor and minorities". 


82.09.74: US-prtsoners 

The [US] National Council of Churches planned a three-day consultation on 
ministries to female prisoners this month [16-18 September]. The agenda 
included offences committed by women, access to bail, treatment by the courts, 
sexual exploitation, effects on family life, prison conditions, and health 
needs. The number of women in prison in the US increased by 74 per cent 
between 1971 and 1979. Elizabeth Scott, NCC justice for women director, 
says a hope for the NCC Women in Prison Resource Project, of which the 
consultation is a part, is "creation of programmes within the denominations 
which a be very actively involved in handling the problems of women in 
prison". 


82.09.75: Soctetas Oecumentca 


Societas Oecumenica completed a five-day scholarly consultation early this 
month [1 September] near Sonderborg, Denmark. The group's president for 

the next two years is to be Joseph Vercruysse, a Jesuit professor at the 
Gregoriana Pontifical University in Rome. Several of the reports and papers 
dealt with aspects of the work of the Holy Spirit. Most of the 40 attending 
were from Denmark, FRG and DDR (West and East Germany). 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: $2.09. 76-33 


82.09.76: Natton butlding 
An international Lutheran consultation in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe has concluded that 


church and state have joint responsibilities for nation building. Participants 
mentioned service to humanity, promotion of justice and human rights, and 
commitment to peace as areas of special concern, notably where ethnic, linguistic, 
tribal, caste, political, economic, and/or cultural structures hinder national 
unity. The approximately 40 participants came from Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa, 
Liberia, Tanzania, Madagascar, India, Indonesia, Brazil, Canada, USA, GDR, FRG, 
Sweden, and Ethiopia. 


82.09.77: Sweden-synod 
Groups described as high-church, opposed to the ordination of women, and in 


favor of renewal and revival efforts in response to a "spiritual crisis in 
the parishes of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden" have announced plans to form 
an independent organization within the state church. Two priests leading 
efforts to form a "Free Synod" have been criticized by their bishop, Per Olof 
Ahrén of Lund. 


82.09.78: Kenya-synod 
Kenya's Roman Catholic bishops have issued a pastoral letter supporting the 


leadership of Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi and calling for discussion and 
implementation of a renewal programme in personal and social living to avoid 
future unrest. Read in Kenya's Roman Catholic parishes in mid-September, it is 
a response to the failed coup in Kenya last 1 August. 


82.09.79: Mafta-btshops 

Several Roman Catholic bishops in Italy have denouced the Mafia in the wake 

of its assassination of a high Italian police official sent to investigate the 
secret organization in Sicily. 


82.09.80: Pentecostal—-dtvorce 
The 33d general conference of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada has declined 


a proposal to allow its ministers to officiate at marriages involving divorced 

persons. In other action, the conference approved legislation creating a frame- 
work for an ecclesiastical court of discipline for PAC clergy, and appointed a 

fulltime administrator for social development and emergency relief. 


82.09.81: Swiss anniversary 
The Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches says it intends to be part of the 


national planning for the celebration of the 700th anniversary of the Swiss 
Confederation in 1991. : 


82.09.82: Norway-growth 
Six of Norway's Lutheran bishops have signed a statement asking an alternative 


to the country's policy of growth. 


82.09.83: Switzerland-RC ; : 
In a pastoral letter issued in connection with a Swiss national day, 19 September, 


the country's Roman Catholic bishops discuss pollution, waste of energy and 
natural resources, and lack of communication among people. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.09.84-89 


82.09.84: Namtbta-FRG 


Landesprobst Paul-Gerhard Kauffenstein, head of the small, white German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia (DELK) has refused a request by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) that he return to the FRG. Kauffenstein 
has been symbol of a controversy about the denomination's relationships with 
the country's black Lutherans. Kauffenstein's refusal could jeopardize DELK / 
EKD personnel and financial ties [EPS 82.08.70]. 


82.09.85: Alcoholtsm-cehurch 


Executive Director Kenneth Lawton of the International Christian Federation 
for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction has urged church-govern- 
ment action to deal with alcoholism and other form of drug abuse. Lawton spoke 
at the fourth world congress sponsored by the International Commission for 

the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Dependency. Also addressing the group, 
which met in Nairobi, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi urged efforts to stop 
the international drug traffic and to counsel youth "so that a stronger and 
soberer future generation could be bred." 


82.09.86: Zambta-meeting : ; Y ] 
Zambian church leaders are seeking a meeting with President Kenneth Kaunda to 


discuss their differences, particularly as they relate to the teaching of 
"scientific socialism" in state-run schools [EPS 82.04.136]. A meeting proposed 
for last June or July was postponed at the church leaders' request because 

they want to consult with Kaunda, not his representatives. Dennis M'Passpu, 

head of conference and research at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, who is making 
arrangements for the meeting, said it has not yet taken place "obviously because 
the president is an extremely busy man with more pressing matters." 


82.09.87: Ghana-restgnatton ; 
Roman Catholic priest Vincent Damuah and two other members of Ghana'a ruling 


Provisional National Defence Council have resigned. An official statement said 
Damuah's resignation was demanded by representatives of workers defense com- 
mittees in Accra following the priest's condemnation of the destruction of 
Masonic properties in the capital by demonstrating workers. 


82.09.88: Australta-—Palestine 


A six-person delegation organized by the Australian Council of Churches has met 
Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser and urged his government to support the 
rights of the Palestinians to their own state and self-determination, and the 
security and safety of Israel. The group also met with ambassadors or other 
representatives to Australia from Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, and Syria, plus a 
representative of the Palestine Information Office in Melbourne. ACC General 
Secretary Jean Skuse said "church people around Australia have been shocked by 
the brutality of the war in Lebanon... We felt we must express our very deep 
concern to all those who can play a part in stopping the fighting. 


82.09.89: Australta-famtltes 

The education commission of the Australian Council of Churches organized a four-day 
national conference on "Families in Australia" in Melbourne this month 

[18-21 September]. The list of speakers and resouce people for the gathering was 
described by the ACC as an "ecumenical who's who of Christian family ministries 

in Australia today." 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.09.90-92 


82.09.90: Treasurer-restgnatton 

The parttime treasurer of the Lutheran Church in America, L. Milton Woods, 
resigned shortly after being elected to a third term at the LCA convention 
this month. Woods, executive vice president of Mobil Corporation, took the 
action after the convention voted nearly unanimously to direct the LCA finance 
office to "act in a prudent manner consistent with legal requirements to exer- 
cise the option of divestment of securities of corporations which have direct 
investment in South Africa." 


82.09.91: Angltcan-Lutheran 

Conventions of US Anglicans and Lutherans have approved "interim sharing of 
the eucharist" with each other. Hailed as a "new term to describe a new re- 
lationship" and a "major ecumenical advance," it allows bishops of the two 
traditions to permit joint celebrations of the eucharist in certain situations 
while discussions continue toward "full communion". [See EPS 82.09.04]. 


82.09.92: Guatemala-Norway 

Norwegian Church Aid reports at least 180 Indians were killed and 283 houses 
destroyed as paramilitary groups attacked three Guatemalan villages earlier this 
month. Local landowners have accused NCA development projects in the area of 
promoting communism. Survivors phoned NCA headquarters in Oslo for help. It 
granted US$ 30,000 and put up a refugee camp outside the capital. NCA Latin 
America representative Petter Skauen said the agency's efforts in health, 
housing, education, and communications "apparently causes landowners to fear 
that we are contributing to make Indians more aware of their social status." 


ECUPAST: World Church News of 25 Years Ago EPS: 82.09.93 


Archbishop of Canterbury Geoffrey Fisher said the ordination of women would 
not be a live issue in the [Anglican] Church of England for 50 years. 


In the US, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) said it was ready to 
consider union with the newly formed United Church of Christ. [The two 
denominations are currently talking about whether to begin a union process]. 


The Hungarian Reformed Church complained to the World Council of Churches 
about what is called unwarranted WCC interference in the denomination's 
life. The letter was a reaction to WCC statements and actions during the 
Hungarian uprising earlier in 1957. 


A [Lutheran] Church of Norway bishop, Kristian Schjelderup, was criticized 
for his view that "there is a punishment, but I believe that an everlasting 
punishment in hell is contrary to the spirit of God's revelation in Christ. 


New Zealand Presbyterians were pressing ahead with union plans with three 
other denominations - Methodist, Disciples, Congregational. [No union has 
come about yet. See EPS 82.08.43,24]. 


ECUVIEW: "Moving Towards a Pacific Theology" EPS:82.09.94 


The following ts excerpted from an article of the same title tn the Aprtl/ 
June tssue of Misston Revtew, publtcatton of the Untting Church tn Australia. 
Its author, Stone 'Amanakt Havea, ts former princtpal of the Pactfic 
Theologtcal College, Suva. 


In trying to think of a Pacific Theology that is rooted in the local soil, and 
to help it to take shape, I would suggest some guidelines: 


1) Theological thinking must be open to methodologies available for us; and 
it mustbe moving. We must start with what is concrete .- the land, the sea, 
the trees, etc. If Christ had been born to a Pacific culture, he would have 
spoken our languages, observed our do's and dont's in our customs and 
practices, eaten our yams and daros, drunk our coconuts, celebrated with the 
kava or chewed the betel nuts. 


2) Pacific Theology is not an end in itself, nor is it a separate entity from 
the uniqueness and the significance of God's revelation, treation and 
Salvation to the whole world and the universal church. 


3) Theology is only a vehicle and a means of discovering the hiddenness of 
God, using our languages, history, cultures and the scriptures (the gospel) 
as measuring rods to interpret and to decide what to accept and what to reject. 


4) Pacific Theology does not aim at regionalising theology, but it is a way of 
illustrating what is applicable in the Pacific context and history. 


Let me suggest a few illustrations to clarify what I am saying... 


Pacific concept of time does not aim at rushing to be punctual. It aims at 
fulfilment. In the outer islands, when prayer time coincides with the fishing 
time, the prayer will have to wait. The islanders will see first that the 
"daily fish'"' is caught, before they come to prayers an hour later and say the 
Lord's prayer for the daily bread ... 


I am quite sure that if Jesus had been born to a coconut culture, he would have 
used the coconut instead of the bread and wine. Wheat and grapes are foreign 
and meaningless to the Pacific peoples. It was at Cana of Galilee that Jesus 
performed his first miracle by turning water into wine. Certainly, he would 
have done a similar thing in the Pacific. 


The coconut is a life-giving tree to the Pacific peoples. It signifies mission 
to people - when it falls, it is like water; it rolls down to the lowest level. 
It is like going down with food and water, and industry and economy, because 
they are all inside. When it is in the current or river, it floats, and 
finally lands on a new situation and a new environment, sets roots to grow and 
bears fruit. 


From the same fruit, there is the flesh (kernel) and the juice, which is more 
significant than bread and wine. The body and the blood come from one and the 
same fruit - but the bread and wine, they come from two different plants: 
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EMBRYO EXPERIMENTATION ‘Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS CHURCH REACTION Service: 82.10.01 


LONDON (EPS) - Reports, since denied, that Robert Edwards, a pioneer in the 
technique of in vitro fertilization that led to the birth of the world's 
first '"test-tube baby" in 1978, had conducted experiments on "spare" human 
embryos, have sparked a vigorous debate on the ethics of the whole business, 
with UK church people and others calling for closer controls. 


Last month [26 September] Edwards spoke to a meeting of the Medical Journalists' 
Association at Gatwick and answered their questions. He has since described 

as "wholly false" reports from the meeting which said he had carried out 
experiments on a dozen "spare" human embryos. 


Still, the original report aroused strong reactions. An Anglican priest, 
Walter Hedgcock, former principal deputy secretary of the British Medical 
Association and now scientific advisor to the Anglican bishop of Norwich, said 
he was "horrified" by what he heard at the meeting. As a doctor, priest and 
Christian, he said, he finds "quite unacceptable" talks about experiments on 
spare human embryos. "One has got to realize that these are potential human 
beings," Hedgcock said. "It is really like pinning a baby down on a board 

and doing experiments on it." 


John Gladwin, secretary of the Church of England's Board for Social Responsibility , 
said he thought the reports added to the urgency of a current government 

enquiry on the subject. "Although Christians have a variety of views about 

the status of the foetus," he said, "all Christians would be concerned to 

treat the foetus with moral respect as developing human life." 


Middlesbrough bishop Augustine Harris, president of the social welfare 

commission of the English and Welsh Roman Catholic bishops' conference, commented: 
"This is Huxley's "Brave New World" coming out, isn't it?" He said it is the 
church's job to identify the area where legitimate experimentation might 

take place, and as far as he could see, this is the very narrow area of 

assisting married couples to have children. 


Life, a group opposed to abortion, called for an investigation with a view 

to prosecution of Edwards or any who discard unwanted embryos. It is seeking 
legislation which would allow in vitro fertilization only in cases where the 
fertilized ovum is re-implanted in the mother's womb. 


The UK Medical Research Council was expected to issue guidelines this month to 
permit some "scientifically sound" research on "spare" human embryos. Informed 
consent of donors of both ovum and sperm would be required. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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THEOLOGIANS PALIT Ecumenical Press 
BLEAK SA PICTURE Service:82.10.02 


LONDON (EPS) - A bleak and depressing picture of the present situation in 
South Africa has been painted by two Methodist theologians, the husband and 
wife team of David Stacey, principal of Wesley's College, Bristol, and Morna 
Hooker, Lady Margaret's Professor of Divinity, Cambridge, following three 
weeks' visit of theological colleges and university departments of theology 
in the country. 


They report their amazement at the way every problem is reduced to a racial 
problen there. "All personal, structural, organizational, theological, 
liturgical, ecumenical, etc., issues are seen as aspects of the race problem," 
they write in a pamphlet, "Reflections on a Visit to South Africa", published 
by the Christian Institute Fund trustees. "Almost-.all our discussions, 
including those on what one might call 'safe' themes like prophetic symbolism 
or the authorship of Ephesians, resolved themselves into discussions of 

racial issues, often conducted on polemical lines ... 


"Tt is no metaphor to call both whites and blacks neurotic," they add. ''Fear 
determines everything. The South African who can reason logically about the 
situation, who can be impressed by evidence, and who can actually change his 
.mind on some racial issue, was a most unusual person. Consequently we learned 
more about presuppositions and symbols than we ever did about arguments. We got 
used to people traing to unload their presuppositions on to us." 


They describe the sense of frustration among the blacks as "truly awful'. They 
say ''a successful black uprising can be ruled out," but "what cannot be ruled 
out is an unsuccessful one. This seems to us extremely probable and it will 
only make matters worse." 


Referring to lawlessness among many young blacks, Stacey and Hooker say: 

"The old tribal structures have been broken down and with them the restraints 
and customs on which social morality was founded.'"'" They add that urban blacks 
can hardly be expected to embrace the white man's law which simply humiliates 
them at every turn. 


In general, they say, the church in South Africa simply reflects the tensions 
in society and does little to resolve them. "It is sad to sit through a 
service on the theme of 'The Neighbour', in an all-white congregation. There 
was no mention of the blacks throughout, though the black township was less 
than a quarter of a mile away,'"' they write. "It was sad to worship in a white 
church that shared a site with a black church. Both churches were Methodist, 
but they were in different circuits and they did nothing together. 


"It was sad to see devout Christians taking black servants for granted. There are 
are some very brave whites, but by and large white Christians are simply 
conformists. As for the injustices of society, we were told again and again 

that the majority of whites don't know and don't want to know." 


The theologians also speak of a "weakening of the biblical basis of faith" which 
"leaves a gap that is filled, as far as the blacks are concerned, by their 
traditional religion. The next stage may well be the emergence of a 

syncretistic faith in which the New Testament provides the icing on a very 
traditional African cake. The whites are in no position to prevent this relapse. 
On the contrary, it is their attitudes that have caused it. Just as there are 
no innocent whites, so no white faith can be accepted entire by a black man." : 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.03-08 


82.10.03 Lesotho-Disctples Ai 
The directors of the International Human Rights Program of the [US] Christian 


Church (Disciples of Christ) have asked the US government to use its "influence" 
to urge Chief Leabua Jonathan, leader of Lesotho, to return it to "normalcy by 
calling for UN supervised elections and to grant safe and sure amnesty to 
opponents forced into political exile." [See also EPS 82.03.60; 82.08.10; 
82.08.80] 


82.10.04: Visser 't Hooft - award 

W.A.Visser 't Hooft, the first general secretary and now honorary president 
of the World Council of Churches, is to receive [16 October] a Four Freedoms 
Medal from the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Centennial Commission. The medal 
title refers to a 1941 speech by the then US president which spoke of "four 
essential human freedoms" - speech and expression, worship, from want, and 
from fear. Visser 't Hooft is being honored because of his "eminent 
contributions to the ecumenical movement, to the bringing together of the 
various religions of the world, to the definition of universal values that 
should guide all of mankind, and especially your extraordinary service on 
behalf of" the WCC. 


82.10.05: Creed-gtudy 

A study on the implications of the fourth-century Nicene Creed for the church 
in 20th century Europe got underway with the first meeting of a small group 
in Frankfurt, FRG, last month. The study is co-sponsored by the Conference 
of European Churches and the [Roman Catholic] Council of European Bishops‘ 
Conferences. 


82.10.06: Calvin-congress 
More than 150 theologians and historians from five continents met in Geneva 


last month for a congress on the thought and times of John Calvin, 16th- 
century church reformer whose work was centered there. Among other things, 
the group reviewed the reformer's 1500 sermons. 


82.10.07: UK-cable tv 

In a comment to the UK commission studying cable television, the [Anglican] 
Church of England fears cable's expansion would lead to "the lowest common 
denominator of quality in programme material" and undermine worldwide "respect 
for the quality of British television." It voices misgiving about cable 
leading to "the excesses of the electronic church" and a "debasement of 
religious programmes on television." Also, adds the comment, "the possible 
economic and industrial advantages [of cable tv] would be gained at a high 
price if we find ourselves with a decimated public service broadcasting 
System and a more divided society." 


82.10.08: Bapttst-fraud 

Acting President Giinter Wagner of Baptist Theological Seminary, and Director 
John Wilkes of the European Baptist Press Service, both based in Riischlikon, 
Switzerland, have condemned and disclaimed a "completely fraudulent" letter 
sent last month and ascribed to the two organisations. They say the letter 
was mailed to "an unknown but probably vast number of churches, church 
organizations, church press organs, international agencies, secular 
publications and individuals in various countries" and contains "stark 
political declarations against current peace activity." The letter in question 
speaks of the "alarming rise of pacifism in Europe", the "leading role" of 
communists in European and North American peace movements, and the current 
"massive superiority" of the USSR over the US in many areas of weaponry. 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.10.09-14 


82.10.09: 'Death Fltght' 

Under pressure from church stockholders and other groups, Western Airlines, a 
US company, says it will stop transporting Salvadorans deported by the US 
government. Critics call the daily trip from Los Angeles a "death flight" 
because at least some returned to El Salvador would face official reprisals. 
The Western flights were made under an informal arrangement with the US 
government immigration agency. 


82.10.10: Condensed Btble 
Reader's Digest has issued a condensed version of the Bible based on the 


Revised Standard translation (RSV). The Old Testament has been cut by a half, 
the New by a quarter. General editor for the project is Princeton University New 
Testament Professor Bruce Metzger who chairs the RSV Bible committee for the 
[US] National Council of Churches. 


82.10.11: Sweden-monks 

Monks at a Swedish Lutheran monastery, Oestanbaecks Kloster, reportedly plan 
to become Roman Catholics in the wake of decisions earlier this year which 
retain significant ties between the government and the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden. 


82.10.12: UK-ecumenteal 

A proposed joint letter from the ecumenical affairs division of the British 
Council of Churches and the ecumenical commission of the conference of English 
and Welsh Roman Catholic bishops has been scrapped. The letter, a follow-up 
to the pope's visit to Britain earlier this year, suggested ways Christians 
could respond together to the trip. One section was addressed to bishops and 
other church leaders, and the commission apparantly decided it could not be 
part of a venture which seemed to suggest to bishops what to do, or commit 
them to a certain course of action. 


82.10.13: China-church 

President K.H. Ting of the China Christian Council reports that church 
buildings have been reopening at the rate of four or five a week since 1979, 
so that more than a thousand are now available. "Of course that's not nearly 
enough,'' he added during a three-week visit to the British Council of Churches 
as leader of a seven-person delegation. "But many Christians have worshipped 
in homes, related to churches." He described the Chinese Christian situation 
as "post denominational," though Roman Catholics and Protestants are separate. 
Ting said there are now more Christians in China than there were when the 
communists took power in 1949. He said Christianity has become more attractive 
now that it is 'de-westernized.""' After the UK the group visits FRG, Sweden 


and Finland. 


82.10.14: Anglican-Old Catholtie 
Participants in an international Anglican-Old Catholic Chest agaica 2 conference 


in Vienna last month reported "a wide extent of agreement" on the subject of 
authority in the universal church, but "noted that the nature and practical 
working of a universal primacy as distinct from the present practice of the 
Roman Church would need more study and explanation before either Anglicans 

and Old Catholics could accept it. It was also suggested," the group's report 
continues, "that the concepts of indefectibility and infallibility in relation 
to the church need more discussion between Anglicans and Old Catholics." 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 2 tortie on 2) 


82.10.15: Indta-Orthodox 

[Oriental Orthodox] Catholicos of the East Baselius Mar Thoma Mathews says. the 
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church he heads will continue dialogue with other 
Indian Christians, notably Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and representatives of 
the [United] Churches of North and South India and the Mar Thoma Church. He 
was speaking during celebrations marking the 70th anniversary of the transfer 
of the catholicate to Kerala, in southern India. As part of the celebration, 
70 houses were given to 70 poor families. Several government, church and 
other religious representatives attended. Metropolitan Emilianos of Silibria, 
delegate of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, said differences 
between the two families of Orthodoxy, dating from the fifth century, are 
"mostly due to non-theological factors." In contemporary dialogue, he said, 
"we have discovered together our convergence on matters of faith." 


82.10.16: US-membershtp 

An interdenominational study of data on adherents of US Christian and Jewish 
groups shows membership growth well behind US population in the years 1971-80. 
Then population increased 11.5 percent and religious adherence rose 4.1 percent. 
Other portions of the data suggest a possible trend toward smaller congregations 
and increasing religious pluralism. The latter is suggested by an increase of 
158 percent in the number of counties in which no one Christian tradition 
accounts for at least a quarter of the population. 


82.10.17: Zambta-archtbishop 


Acting General Secretary Richard Cremins of the conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops of Zambia says there has been no official communication between the 
conference and the Vatican or Lusaka Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo since the 
archbishop was summoned to Rome last April in connection with Vatican concern 
about his faith-healing efforts [EPS 82.07.46]. Cremins was quoted in the 
newspaper Times of Zambia as saying the matter is "very personal and very 
delicate" and that there is nothing the Zambian Roman Catholic Church can do 
about it. 


82.10.18: Madagascar-appeal 

Leaders of Madagascar's four major Christian traditions - Anglican, Lutheran, 
Roman Catholic and Reformed - have issued a joint message urging trust and unity 
in the country based on Christian principles. The message comes at a time of 
political unrest. A report from the Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service says the message seems clearly to be a "call for stabilisation in the 
country’ at a time when "news from international sources Suggests increasing 
evidence of corruption in government circles and persecution of opposition 
groups in the north." 


82.10.19: Synod postponed 
The general synod of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian has been 
postponed a second time because of lack of funds. The quadrennial meeting of 
the denomination, which includes members in Malawi and Zimbabwe, was to have 
taken place in 1981. 


82.10.20: WARC-withdrawal 
A white South African denomination suspended from membership in the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches because of its Support for the country's system 
of race separation (apartheid) has resigned from the world body. The Dutch 
Reformed Church of Africa (NHKA) said the WARC action mixed politics and religion 
and that "a policy of separate and equal opportunities is not in conflict with 
the Scriptures." Also suspended was another white South African denomination, 
the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK). [EPS 82.09.25] 
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82.10.21: Boesak-e lectton 

Allan Boesak, elected last August as president of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, was defeated 242-235 in an election for moderator of his 
own denomination, the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) in South Africa. 
The defeat followed a disputed ruling that allowed about 100 white ordained 
ministers to vote even though they have declined to join the NGSK, one of the 
three non-white "daughter churches" of the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK). 
Boesak was later elected to the NGSK number-two post of assessor. The position 
of Boesak and other NGSK opponents of the government's apartheid (race 
separation) policies is thought to have been strengthened during the two-week, 
quadrennial general synod, which voted to join the South African Council of 
Churches and condemned various government laws and practices. 


82.10.22: Northam-obtt 

Frank Northam, the World Methodist Council's Geneva representative, died last 
month. [19 September]. WMC General Secretary Joe Hale called him a "valued 
associate and colleague, a man of enormous energy ... a thoroughly committed 
churchman." 


82.10.23: Angltecan-massacre 

The Anglican bishops of the Middle East say the perpetrators of the Beirut 
massacre last month,though often described as "Christian Phalangists ," can 
"in no way ... be regarded as Christians." 


82.10.24: R€=-sperm banks 

The creation of sperm banks has been condemned in a commentary in the Vatican 
daily as "particularly racist," notably because their purpose could include 
breeding 'supermen and superwomen." 

82.10.25: Hungary-church/state 

Hungarian church-state relations are “invariably normal and good" and "both 
[church and state] profit from the situation" according to Hungarian Prime 
Minister Gyoergy Lazar. He was answering a question about increased religious 
liberty in Hungary while on a visit to Austria last month. 


82.10.26: Europe-consultatton 

An international, ecumenical consultation on cooperation between churches and 
governmental institutions in western Europe was planned by the Federation of 
Protestant Churches of Switzerland this month [8-12 October] in Interlaken. 
Scheduled to address the group were several diplomats, politicians and 
theologians. Among subjécts on the agenda were building peace and a more just 
society, migrant workers, ecology, pluralism, and ecumenism. 


82.10.27: Focolare-wWCC 

The founder of the Focolare Movement,Chiara Lubich, visited the World Council of 
Churches this month [5 October]. With several colleagues, Lubich explained the 
origins of her international ecumenical renewal movement which began in 1943 in 


Italy under Roman Catholic auspices. Its name means "hearth" or "family fireside" 


It includes an estimated 2.5 million people around the world. 


82.10.28: Denmark-cooperatton 

Several of Denmark's small "free churches" (most Danes are at least nominal 
members of the country's Lutheran "folk church") are extending their cooperation 
in terms of publishing, Bible courses and common post-graduate study for their 
clergy. 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Messages on Lebanon" EPS:G2010.29 


The following were sent last month by World Counetl of Churches General 
Secretary Phtltp Potter tn the wake of the massacre of Palestintans tn 
Betrut. The first went to UN General Secretary Javter Perez de Cuellar, the 
second to Middle East Counctl of Churches General Secretary Gabriel Habtb. 


In view of the failure of the international community so far to make 
arrangements for peace-keeping in Lebanon and to ensure the protection of 
the civilian population in that country, a fact tragically highlighted by 
the massacre of hundreds of Palestinians in the two refugee camps in Sabra 
and Chatila in West Beirut, we urge the United Nations: 1) to take 
immediate steps for sending an international peace-keeping force under UN 
auspices with a broad mandate and for a sufficiently long period; 2) to 
demand the prompt and complete withdrawal of the Israeli army from Lebanon 
and of other foreign forces which continue to be there without the consent 
of the Lebanese government; 3) to institute an international inquiry into 
the massacre in the Sabra and Chatila camps in West Beirut taking into 
account that West Beirut was occupied by the Israeli army and that the 
roads to the camps were under its control and surveillance. 


We support you in your efforts for peace and justice in Lebanon and for 
all the peoples in the Middle East. 


Fre eae’ MICe eee 


-..- We join with all those who have expressed their abhorence and shock at 
the massacre of hundreds of Palestinians, men, women and children in the 
Sabra and Chatila camps in West Beirut. We do not have adequate words to 
express our feelings. We condemn in the strongest terms this crime against 
humanity. We express our deep-felt sympathy and condolence to the families 
of the victims and to all Palestinian people. 


We are appealing to the United Nations for immediate deployment of a peace- 
keeping force to Lebanon. We are further urging the UN to institute an 
international enquiry into the massacre in the two refugee camps, taking 
into account that West Beirut was occupied by the Israeli army and that the 
roads to the camps were under its control and surveillance. 


We reiterate our solidarity and fellowship with you and all your colleagues 
in the MECC as you continue to minister to the needs of the people in 
Lebanon under such difficult circumstances. We continue to uphold you in 
our prayers with the fervent hope that efforts for reconciliation and unity 
in Lebanon will succeed. 
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ECUVIEW: "On Witnessing to Hindus — Responses" EPS :82.10.30 


EPS 82.08.95 ts an excerpt from a reflectton by Wesley Artarajah on Chrtsttan 
witness to Hindus. Excerpts from replies to that reflection follow. They 
appear tn much greater detail in the August evangelism letter of the World 
Council of Churches. Coptes of the entire letter are available from 
Raymond Fung, WCC evangeltsm secretary, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


If the Hindus do not find any reality in such a Christian witness, e.g., 
"Christ is the Only Way", we cannot force them to accept it. The Holy Spirit, 
after a Christian witness, functions among the hearers. and a few would become 
genuinely converted. It is my opinion that after a person has recognized the 
truth of the Gospel, he or she gradually would accept it at his/her own 
volition. (Israel M. Kabalimu, Bukoba, Tanzanta) 


In dialogue, too, love and truth are inseparable. The ruthless fanatic for 
truth is just as incapable of dialogue with people of other faiths as the 
Christian who, out of a spurious love, keeps silent about the consequence of 
rejecting the truth. Christian mission is constantly exposed to both these 
dangers. But the special temptation to which dialogical mission seems to be 
most exposed is that of telling only half the truth, out of a mistaken 
tolerance or fear of the reactions of the partner in dialogue. But the whole 
truth is: "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever refuses 
to believe in the Son will never see life; the anger of God rests on him or 
her." (John 3:36) (W. Morgenstern, Dresden, German Democratic Republic) 


This assertion - that Christ is God, and therefore redeemer of mankind - must 
vindicate itself. If human techniques can lead to the experience of God, 

then God is nothing but fiction, an illusion created by imagination. What is 
needed is not the negation of this truth (that Christ is God) by entering into 
a false pluralism (all roads lead to Rome), but a re-interpretation in the 
context of historically-conditioned human experiences. The need of preaching 
Christ as a redeemer exists as much now as it did when the event of Incarnation 
took place. If this point is missed in our Christian life, we have missed the 
central meaning of Incarnation, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

(Mott Lal Pandit, New Detht, India) 


I am not sure that your generalization "Hinduism" holds water. In fact it is 
my impression that you by "Hinduism" simply mean that limited part of neo- 


Hinduism ... Neither Nordic people nor Indian people have been able to find 
the truth by themselves. Nor has the Jewish people been able to. No one can 
experience or see Truth. It has to be revealed "from outside". We cannot 


escape that hard fact. Faith can only be shared when it has been accepted as 
a gift which is and remains in a way foreign to all of us. 
(Johannes Aagaard, Denmark) 


The oppressive dimensions of casteism are not merely rooted in economic or 
social realities, but are reinforced by the religious world view. Any 
witness to the religious world view of Hinduism must not neglect the 
religious sanctioning of casteism... A crucial area therefore for Christian 
witness to Hindus is to begin with the questions of the marginalised within 
Hinduism, the women and the poor, and to share the answers of Jesus which 
affirm the validity of their questions and of their judgements. The aim of 
Christian witness is not to enable the literate sophisticated Hindu to have 

a religious encounter with a mystical figure from another religious tradition. 
The Gospel comes with questions. It enables the questions of the marginalised 
Hindus to be affirmed, and addressed by the Gospel, and addresses those 
questions to the socially elite Hindu. (Vinay Samuel, Bangalore, India) 
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ECUVIEW: "Evangelization of the Poor and the Church's Mission"  Eps-:82.10.31 


The following ts excerpted from "Theological Reflections on a New Age of 
Misston", an article by Claude Geffré in the October 1982 tssue of 
Internattonal Review of Misston. The Dominican priest ts professor of 
fundamental theology at the Catholic Institute of Parts. IRM ts published 
by the world mtsston and evangeltsm commission of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Today, free of the encumbrance long laid on it by the historical link between 
missionary enterprise and colonial expansion, the church of Christ is anew 
the witness of the hope of the poor. Some have even spoken of a new spring- 
time for the church insofar as it has given proof of a "preferential option 
for the poor"... Colonized in the past by "Christian countries", the 
countries of the Third World are patiently winning back their independence, 
their identity, their dignity. The local churches in those countries cannot 
therefore preach the Good News of the coming kingdom without taking the part 
of the most deprived against the injustice of international financial forces 
Or against neo-colonial powers... 


The evangelization of the poor by the poor is a "sign of the times" for the 
universal church. At present the churches of the Third World are challenging 
those of the First World. It is not just an appeal to the generosity of the 
Christians of rich countries for their most deprived brethern. It is an 
invitation to conversion addressed to the whole church, which should still be 
commemorating Jesus’ identification with the weak, the poor, the voiceless of 
this world. 


The poor are God's privileged partners in this dialogue and they embody a 

word of God to all the churches. They remind them that the proclamation of 
the kingdom of God goes with the rejection of all absolutizing of human 

power, be it political power, race privilege, the power of a particular nation 
or of a social class. Thus they invite the churches to reject all compromise 
with political power or financial pressure so as to be wholly free to carry 
out their mission. It is particularly the task of the churches of the First 
World to challenge the consciences of political leaders and persuade them to 
take action upon those economic and political mechanisms that lead to the 
violation of the rights of millions. 


Poverty means the enslavement and dehumanization of the human being in all 
his dimensions. Those of the "consumer society" who experience the death of 
God and suffer spiritual stupor in an environment dominated by profit, sex, 
drugs, and alcohol are also poor, awaiting the liberating word of the gospel. 
So true is it that the churches of the Third World (above all in Latin 
America) are becoming aware of their missionary responsibility towards the 
godless men of the countries where Christianity is long established... 


It is true then that the liberating word of the gospel ought to be addressed 

to all men and women, rich and poor, who are under the slavery of sin and of 
every sort of dehumanization. But this does not affect the priority of the 
church's mission to the poor, that is to the oppressed, the deprived, the 
voiceless. Those who are critical of the very expression "preferential 

option for the poor" should not forget that it has not merely a contingent 
basis in the unjust situation of the contemporary world, but an ecclesiological 
basis. 
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ECUVIEW: "China's New Constitution" EPS :82.10.32 


The following ts excerpted from the August tssue of China Talk, published by the 
Hong Kong-based China Liatson Office of the United Methodist Church. It 
discusses the article in the proposed new PRC constitution whteh deals wtth 
religion. The full text of the 1982 draft reads: Article 35: [1] Cittzens of 
the People's Republte of China enjoy freedom of reltgtous belief. [2] No 
organs of state, public organizations or individuals shall compel ettizens to 
belteve in reltgton or disbelteve in reltgton, nor shall they discriminate 
against ctttizens who belteve, or do not believe, in reltgton. [3] The state 
protects legitimate religtous activities. No one may use religion to carry 
out counter-revoluttonary activittes or acttvittes that disrupt public order, 
harm the health of citizens or obstruct the educattonal system of the state. 
[4] No reltgtous affatrs may be dominated by any foretgn country. 


Three comments need to be made regarding this article: 


A. Freedom to believe/not to believe (35.2). The key words are discriminate 
and compel. There is dual protection here for both believers and non- 
believers. The matter of discrimination is aimed chiefly at ultra-leftists 
who, in key positions, still harbour unfriendly feelings towards religious 
believers. 


Unlike many of their Latin American counter-parts, Chinese Christians seldom 
speak of the possibility of '"Christian-Marxist dialogue" and most Chinese 
Marxists would never entertain the idea of being "Marxist-Christians". 
However, in this renewed era of cooperation and friendship with non-party 
elements, China's leaders seem quite genuine and anxious to re-implement a 
long-held policy of religious freedom. Probably only followers of the Gang 
of Four would welcome a return to the state of religious suppression which 
prevailed during the Cultural Revolution. 


Speaking about the resurgence of religious practice among many Chinese 
citizens, one leading party member recently commented, "This is a question of 
objective existing social ideology and can never be and should not be solved 
by compulsory means". 


B. Legitimate religious activity (35.2). The Chinese version reads "ordinary". 
or "regular" religious activities. The fact that "legitimate" is not clearly 
defined may be intentional on the part of the drafters. However, what is 
clear is the determination of government and religious leaders not to permit 
or encourage the revival of witchcraft, sorcery and other forms of feudal 
superstition. Although the Chinese press regularly reports accounts of such 
practices, they are now clearly outside the domain of permitted constitutional 
policy and practice. 


The 1978 Constitution included the proviso "to propagate atheism". This phrase 
is absent from the 1982 draft, possibly indicating a more relaxed approach by 
the authorities to what constitutes "legitimate" religious practice. If this 
is true, article 35.3 still contains a protective proviso to insure "no one 
may use religion to carry out counter-revolutionary activities or activities 
that disrupt public order ae 


C. Foreign intervention (35.4). This article appears to be directed towards 
three elements of religion in China: possible outside Muslim interference in 
China's sensitive border regions; continuing Vatican-Chinese Catholic Church 
tensions; and Protestant groups outside China actively engaged in Bible 
smuggling and other efforts to undermine the "post-denominational" stance of 
the Chinese Protestant Three-Self Movement (self-propagation, self-finance 
and self-administration ). 
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ECUVIEW: "Smelly Animals in the Ark" EPS:82.10.33 


The followtng ts excerpted from a talk by Doug Dargaville, secretary of the 
Vietorta Counetl of Churches in Australta at the VCC annual general meeting 
earlter this year. It was printed tn the June/July tssue of "In Untty", 
publicatton of the Australian Counctl of Churches. 


Ecumenism is about commitment to one another... 


I stress this common aspect of ecumenism because many recent documents and 
statements seek to express more limited goals, in which churches enter into 
relationship with other churches for pragmatic reasons, and begin to by-pass 
the harder disunities by emphasising bilateral conversations with more 
amenable churches, and of engaging in an "economic ecumenism", based on 
expediency or survival. 


The new proposal for a Canadian jater-church fellowship points somewhat in 
that direction. It seems to demote the function of the present Council of 
Churches to a co-ordinating body for a variety of programmes. My training in 
administration tells me that may be a useful step to enable ecumenism to 
travel light, but it also tells me that it loosens the ties of. commitment of 
the churches to one another... 


For three reasons it seems to me that an Assembly of the Victorian Council of 
Churches is important: 


1. It is a fellowship of sharing: It expresses our willingness to share with 
one another, to listen, to understand. This seems to me to be the significant 
difference from "economic ecumenism". When we are intent on joint programmes, 
it is almost as if we were trying to hide our differences, so that we might 
not rock the ecumenical ship. Unless there is real understanding such voyages 
will not get far. We need to accept one another warts and all. As the 
Japanese leader of our Asian Ecumenical Course put it "in the Ark of God there 
are many smelly animals'’. So our moving around from church to church is both 
to enable each to express hospitality and each to be more clearly seen within 
the fellowship. 


2. It is an opportunity of celebrating our unity: The opening service of this 
and every meeting of the Council is a celebration of the faith we hold in 
common. Prayer and theological reflection need to become a more important part 
of the life of the Council. Beyond that too, we need to find ways of jointly 
celebrating our faith. That is why the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
continues to be important, and this year's theme is specially relevant: "May 
all find their home in you, O God". 


3. It is a preparation for common witness: The readings of the common 

lectionary for the first Sunday in Lent emphasise the covenant between God and 

man, and draw attention to the "rainbow sign''. For me it has gained a new 

Significance, not unrelated to the OIKOUMENE. 

(a) It comes after the storm, reminding us that we cannot expect a smooth voyage. 

(b) It is a dazzling display of the colourful variety of God's creation. 

(c) It arches over the Ark of God, joining us together under the one covenant. 

(d) It is a symbol of God's patience with his Church, and of its hope for the 
future. 

(e) It is light, shining, making visible. 
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ECUVIEW: '"'The Challenge of New Religious Movements from India" EPS:82.10.34 


The following ts the coneluston of an Engltsh-language summary of a newly 
released study, "Religtous Dimenstons of Transcendental Meditatton"” by 
Director Harrt Hetno of the Finntsh Lutheran research instttute. 


1. Meditation, mysticism, and religious experience: In the background of the 
expansion of meditation tendencies there apparently is a general need to 
experience life more all-inclusively, even more mystically, than is the case 
today. This need is hardly limited to only the realm of meditation, but it 
apparently also concerns prayer life, sermons, sacraments, etc. Personal 
experiences receive especially heavy emphasis in India-originating yoga and 
meditation movements. 


The escalation from one level of consciousness to the next and the expansion 
of consciousness have indeed become fundamental life experiences for many 
people. Apparently man, anxiously feeling himself both orphan and lonely, 
seeks communion with both the transcendence and himself through the experience. 
There is a desire to experience life more harmoniously and all-inclusively, 

to discover its dimensions of depth and to see through its fragmentation. 

Even personal communion with other people is attempted to be developed through 
mutual experiences. 


The task of the churches in this situation is to help guide the interpretation 
of spiritual experiences on the basis of the parishioners! own faith. 

Foreign religious concepts gain a foothold when the interpretation of an 
experience must be searched for outside the church. In the near future the 
churches obviously must face some sort of a re-evaluation of the tradition of 
the Christian mysticism. 


2. Spiritualism: The fascination of Indian and generally Asian spiritualism 
within Western culture and its youth, in particular, may for a great part be 
explained by the emphasis of spiritual growth, expansion of consciousness, 
holism and harmony included in them. The recent rise of these movements seems 
to be connected with a more general footing gained by spiritual tendencies and 
values. 


In their Western types most movements originating in India do not presuppose a 
radical detachment from the prevailing society or life situation; on the 
contrary, they do promise an ability,.to enjoy its opportunities more deeply. 
In the form of having adjusted to the Western culture these movements are an 
ideological and religious challenge to the churches and to the entire Western 
culture. 


3. Health and Therapy: Besides the TM movement, many other Oriental movements 
as well, for instance most of the yoga appearing in our country, are connected 
with the growing interest in relaxation, spiritual well-being and health. In 
the yoga taught by such movements the ascetism present in traditional yoga has 
had to recede and the emphasis has been transferred into the experiences of 
well-being and happiness. The questions concerning health and sickness also 
seem otherwise to become more central in our postindustrial societies, where 
the other basic needs have been satisfied rather well. 


The new therapeutic movements take a critical view of the institutional medicine 
of the West, which they consider to be too atomistic, too concentrated on 
somatic signs and symptoms and too committed to scientific thinking. They also 
challenge the church to concentrate on questions of health and sickness and to 
evaluate the congregational activities from the therapeutic aspect. 
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SUM OF THE NEWS: 


40: 


41: 


Church leaders in Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, and the Philippines 
have tssued statements about the Japan history textbook revtston 
controversy. 


Two groups have been formed tn Zambta to support the Roman Catholte 
archbishop of Lusaka, called to Rome last April. 


A Natrobt-based organisation teaches management skills to church leaders. 
The Nattonal Counetl of Churches tn New Zealand approves plans for a new 
ecumenteal structure to include the country's Roman Catholtes. 

Two leaders of efforts to approve a four-—denominatton covenant in England 
reflect on why the effort fatled. 

The counctl of the Protestant Federatton of France urges a reactton to 
events tn the Middle East whtch reflects gospel princtples. 


An advisory committee urges publication of three monographs related to 
tssues artsing from the World Counetl of Churches study of the community 
of women and men tin the church. 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts interested tn coptes of the followtng sttuation reports from 
the World Counetl of Churches Commisston on Inter-Churech Atd, Refugee and 
World Service may request them from the Secretary for Emergency and 
Rehabtlttatton Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


1) Floods tn Northern and Eastern India (no. 1, 30 September) 


2) Lebanon (no. 17, 30 September; no. 16, 24 September) 
3) Lesotho School Rebutlding (no. 1, 20 September) 
4) November 1980 Italy Earthquake (no. 8, 14 September) 


CHURCH COUNCILS REACT TO Ecumenical Press 
JAPANESE TEXT REVISIONS Service:82.10.35 


TOKYO (EPS) ~ Christian councils in Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, and the 
Philippines have issued statements on the controversy over revisions of 
Japanese history texts dealing with the period before and during World War 2 
[EPS 82.09.49]. 


The central committee of the National Christian Council in Japan says the 
revisions have "glossed over Japan's invasion of other Asian countries and the 
Pacific Islands." It links the changes to a "weakening of our people's desire 
for peace and the growing trend toward militarization." The committee asks 
that "true historical facts" be included in Japanese texts and adds that "the 
church should understand its war responsibility in accordance with the facts 
of history." 


A statement from General Secretary Kwok Nai Wang of the Hong Kong Christian 
Council says it does not wish to "perpetuate guilt feelings among the Japanese 
people." Adding that "we do not want another major arms conflict in Asia," 
the Hong Kong statement suggests that "the past horrifying experiences may 
deter the next generation from launching such a conflict." 


A statement from the National Council of Churches in Korea calls the textbook 
revisions part of Japan's "rightist resurgence" and "a problem for Korea and all 
of Asia." It urges a meeting of Japanese and Korean church leaders to discuss 
possible joint action "in relation to this common problem." 


The National Council of Churches in the Philippines offers its "deep concern and ~ 
strong support" for the NCCJ position in an effort to "maintain at all times 
truth and justice in the total life of the individual and more so in the systems 
of society." 


EPS 
ZAMBIAN GROUPS FORMED Ecumenical Press 
TO SUPPORT ARCHBISHOP Service: 82.10.36 


KABWE, Zambia (EPS) - Two groups have been formed in Zambia in an effort to 
get Lusaka Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo back from Rome. 


A report from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service says the two 
groups have "vowed to fight Milingo's case tooth and nail." It adds that the 
Zambian Roman Catholic leadership and the government "seem to have washed 
their hands of the issue." Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda says it is up to 
the country's Christians to work things out, without state involvement. 


Milingo was summoned to Rome last April [EPS 82.07.46; 82.10.17] on grounds 
that he was "unable to fruitfully govern the archdiocese." His faith-healing 
efforts over several years are a major factor in the controversy which has 
surrounded him. 


A support group formed in Lusaka is headed by a government employee, Simon 
Mwambe, an Anglican.The one here is led by a diocesan church worker, Peter 
Mutafunegwa. 


In what ACIS describes as “hard-hitting speech," Mutafungwa accused the 
country's Roman Catholic leadership of sending negative reports on Milingo to 
Rome, resulting in the Vatican summons. 
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AFRICAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
LEARN MANAGEMENT SKILLS Service: 82.10.37 


The following is excerpted and adapted from a report by Kafut Ameh distrtbuted 
by Watrobi-based Africa Church Information Service. 


NAIROBI (EPS) - The low level of management skills among church leaders gave 
birth in March 1975 to an organisation that today stands unique in Africa - 
Christian Organisations Research and Advisory Trust. CORAT today prides itself 
in having assisted over 1,000 people gain practical management skills. 


The organisation operates under an advisory council of church leaders from 

various parts of Africa, who represent Anglican, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, 
Methodist,Lutheran and Baptist churches. It also handles consultancies covering 

a series of management skills. Beneficiaries include bishops, pastors, develop- 
ment and planning officers, church hospital and school administrators, association 
executives and boards of directors. ; 


CORAT senior consultant Gordon W. Brown says management ability is "the key 

need in churches and Christian organisations in Africa today." With the increasing 
involvement of churches and Christian organisations in diverse programs and 
projects influencing life even in the remotest parts of the continent, efficient 
leadership through management ability is of paramount importance. CORAT, there- 
fore, takes a look at the management of its client organisation, and develops 

and promotes a Christian approach to management. 


A typical CORAT workshop could be in the areas of organisational analysis, long- 
range organisational planning, communication, reports and proposals, project 
planning, financial management, job clarification and description, planning 
major meetings and costing. The training courses are run mainly by CORAT's 

four senior staff headed by executive director William Temu. Assistance is 

also provided by associate consultants, Christian professionals in the academic 
and business world. 


What distinguishes CORAT's approach to management consultancy is the extent of 
emphasis placed on how to relate attributes such as love, care and fairness as 
set out in the Bible to management situations. "We emphasise, for instance, 
that managers must set the example in all things," Brown says, "and actively 
care for others. Our most important contribution is the depth of thought we 
have given to Christian understanding of management. Through our courses, 
Chris aa leaders begin to see how important management is through Christian 
eyes." 


CORAT is currently organising a third management course for church administrators 
The three-month course here is being attended by 21 students from nine countries 
and eight denominations.. Temu recently conducted a two-week course for 
development workers in Zambia, while a series of one-day seminars was also 
completed recently here. 


The successes of CORAT are best seen through a few examples. An international 
funding agency requested CORAT to hold a workshop for leading medical 
administrators in Africa. The Episcopal Church of Liberia invited CORAT to lead 
a short course in management and finance for its senior staff, while the Sierra 
Leone United Christian Council also requested a similar course. The Conference 
of Anglican Provinces in Africa (CAPA) invited CORAT to teach its newly installed 
bishops management skills. 


To ensure an all-round management skill promotion, Brown says a major thrust of 
CORAT's activities in future will be in the area of "driving the management skills 
down to lower levels". In this connection, the organisation has already designed 
a 45-lesson correspondence course in management for development workers. 
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NEW NZ ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
STRUCTURE ENDORSED Service: 82.10.38 


CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand (EPS) - The general meeting of the 12-denomination 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand has agreed in-principle to a 
proposal for an ecumenical structure to include the Roman Catholic Church. 
The meeting also gave general approval to the draft constitution and rules 
for what would be called the New Zealand Council of Churches. 


If approval also comes from the country's Roman Catholic bishops, redrafted 
proposals would be sent to the country's denominations in the new year. NCC 
General Secretary Angus MacLeod said the approval "could be one of the most 
Significant steps we have made and could herald the beginning of a new era 
in ecumenical fellowship in New Zealand." 


The meeting also passed a resolution inviting "member churches and allied 
organisations or individuals" to add to a fund set up to help meet the costs 
of those who suffered hardship because of their protest against last year's 
New Zealand tour by the Springbok rugby team from South Africa. 


MacLeod stressed, following some strong negative reaction to the action, that 
the fund consists "only of donations provided by concerned individuals who ear- 
marked their gifts for this purpose. No person or church," he added, "is 
obliged to contribute and no NCC funds are involved." He also noted that 
because "almost every NCC member church passed resolutions strongly opposing 
the tour" they "have some responsibility for those who suffer as a result," 
such as those who have lost jobs because of court cases in connection with 
anti-tour protests. 


In other action, the meeting: 


- Sent a discussion paper on overseas aid , "Part of the Problem or Part 
of the Solution," to member denominations. 


~- Asked a working group to look into ways the church and individuals can 
provide for the disabled. 


- Decided to convene a consultation on Christian witness in schools. 
- Gave priority to setting up a commission on mission and evengelism. 
- Supported the peace movement in the country. 


~ Decided to sponsor a consultation on Christian response to apartheid 
(race separation) and liberation struggles in southern Africa. 


- Affirmed the rights of all Middle East nations to exist and right of 
the Palestinians to a national homeland. 


- Supported a request that appointments to ecumenical bodies reflect 
the bi -cultural nature of the New Zealand church. 
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3 REASONS SUGGESTED Ecumenical Press 
FOR COVENANT FATLURE Service: 82.10.39 


LONDON (EPS) - The chairman and secretary of the Churches' Council for 
Covenanting have suggested three reasons for the failure earlier this year 
of the proposals for a covenant between England's Anglican, Methodist, 
Moravian and United Reformed denominations. 


The covenant would have meant joint ordinations, mutual recognition of 
ordained ministries and bishops for the Methodists and Reformed. It was 
defeated when the priests in the [Anglican] Church of England general synod 
approved it by 62 percent, less than the required two-thirds majority 

[EPS 82.07.38]. 


In their assessment, former Oxford Anglican Bishop Kenneth Woollcombe and 
Methodist lawyer and Oxford don Phillip Capper cite first the haste with 

which the covenant proposals were drafted and presented to the churches 

once the four of them had accepted ten propositions as a suitable basis for 
covenanting. This was compounded by the inflexibility of the various churches’ 
machinery for considering such proposals and the way they were out of step 
with each other. 


"If another council returns to the task of formulating unity proposals, it 
will have to insist, before it ever publishes them, that the churches agree 
in advance to a harmonized procedure for approving them," the two write, 
adding later: '"Next time a slower and more effective way must be found to 
achieve eventual consensus between churches." 


Second is the way the Church of England's comprehensiveness makes it virtually 
"un-unitable with," except by individuals. Criticizing the Church of England's 
understanding of itself as a bridge church with Rome at one end and the Free 
Churches at the other, the two note that with the commitments involved 

in the covenant the three Free Churches would have been well within the span 
represented in English Anglicanism. 


"How are the other churches ever to determine the mind of the Church of England 
and engage in fruitful discussion with it, while minorities can always combine 
to deny the truth as it is seen and represented by the majority in the church?" 
they ask. 


The third factor cited is the lack of whole-hearted positive enthusiasm for the 
covenant: 'In the end, in all the churches, even amongst those who voted in 
favour, there was a general lack of the enthusiastic heart and will to make 

the covenant happen: and so it died," they say. 


One spin-off from the attempt at covenanting is that on 27 October, Woollcombe is t 


be one of the consecrators for a new Moravian bishop, Geoffrey Birtill, a member 
of the CCC. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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GOSPEL REACTION URGED Ecumenical Press 
TO MIDDLE EAST EVENTS Service: 82.10.40 


| PARIS (EPS) - The council of the Protestant Federation of France has asked 
1ts commissions on the church and the people of Israel and the church and 


Islam to work together to foster reactions to the current Middle East situation 
which reflect the gospel. 


Also on the council's agenda at its meeting here last month [25-26 September] 
were the November 1983 federation general assembly, ministry to the sick, and 
relations with the ecumenical community of Taizé. 


The council decided that, a brief text should be sent to federation parishes on 
contemporary questions related to health. It heard of plans by its commission 
on social, economic, and international questions to concentrate in the next 
months on unemployment and disarmament. 


Brother Roger, leader of Taizé, and several of his colleagues, discussed with 
council members the Protestant roots of the community, its current role in the 
ecumenical movement, and its support for a position of "universal pastor" in 
the church. Taizé was a federation member until 1971. Three Taizé brothers 
currently serve on federation commissions. 


Members of the federation are the country's two Lutheran and two Reformed 
denominations, the Federation of Evangelical Baptist Churches, the Evangelical 


Gypsy mission, the National Union of Independent Evangelical Reformed Churches 
and the People's Mission. 
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WOMEN/MEN STUDY Ecumenical Press 
MONOGRAPHS ASKED Service:82.10.41 


GENEVA (EPS) - The advisory committee dealing with follow-up to the World 
Council of Churches' study of the community of women and men in the church 
has urged publication of three monographs dealing with issues raised by the 
study, which was completed at the end of last year. 


The publications would deal with identity, Scripture and the "web of oppression." 
At its meeting here, the committee also considered the way in which findings 

of the study might influence next year's WCC assembly in Vancouver,. and how 

the WCC should pursue after that a concern for issues raised by the study. 


During its half-decade, it included local groups and regional meetings; 
consultations on the ordination of women, theological anthropology (what it 
means to be created male and female in the image of God), and the authority 
of Scripture in light of women‘s experiences; and an international gathering 
in Sheffield, England. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.42-47 


82.10.42: Methodtst-award 
A 16-member committee has chosen Kenneth Mew of Zimbabwe to receive the 1982 


World Methodist Peace Award. Mew has been principal of Ranche House College, 
Harare, for the past 18 years. An announcement from the World Methodist 
Council said Mew's "influence was significant in extinguishing fires of hatred 
that might have engulfed Zimbabwe in the struggle for independence. Since 
independence its government has looked to Ranche House to assist in training 
diplomats, providing crash courses for civil servants and journalists." 


82.10.43: Evangeltcal-chureh 
Meeting in Rome this month, the council of the European Evengelical Alliance 


considered Evangelicals’ relationships to church structures. Both a diversity 
of Evangelical views and a new interest among them in the subject in recent 
years were noted. 


82.10.44: Communtcattons technology 

About 30 UK church leaders met for two days near London this month [4-5 October ] 
to discuss the moral and social implications of communications developments 
such as cable television, satellites, and computers. The gathering was 
organized by the British Council of Churches and the London-based World 
Association for Christian Communication. Part of the discussion focused on 
how churches might creatively react to the new technology, neither shunning it 
completely nor embracing it uncritically. Participants considered how a 
concept of a "broadcast church" might avoid what are seen as negative aspects 
of the US "electronic church." Possibilities of "interactive television," 
inviting viewer response, were considered positively. 


82.10.45: Stngles mintstry 

The Lutheran Church in America plans to distribute a study guide on ministry 
to and with single persons in urban areas. It is a result of a series of 
consultations this year in five US cities with a large number of single 
residents. Among the "countless thoughtless slights that erect barriers" 
with regard to single people, consultation participants cited a congregation's 
refusal to let single people advise youth groups, or pressure put on a single 
person being considered for a pastorate to discuss marriage plans. They 
suggested that "singles ministy" could well begin by consciousness-raising 
among married people, in an effort to allay their fears and temper their false 
illusions. 


82.10.46: Norway-USSR | 

The first [Lutheran] Church of Norway official delegation to visit the Soviet 
Union returned this month [8 October]. The group reports it discussed peace, 
disarmament, human rights and ecumenical relations with Eastern Orthodox, Baptist 
and Lutheran representatives, as well as the government vice minister for 
religious affairs. Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot, delegation leader, says it 
presented a list of Christian prisoners compiled by a Norwegian organisation, 
Mission Behind the Iron Curtain, to the government minister, who said he would 
look into their cases. 


82.10.47: Presbytertan-Lebanon 
[US] United Presbyterian Church Moderator James Costen and Stated Clerk 
William P. Thompson have urged US President Ronald Reagan to halt military 
and economic aid to Israel until the country's government is willing to withdraw 
from Lebanon and start negotiations for a diplomatic settlement in the area. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.48-54 


82.10.48: Methodtst-membership 

The 120-member executive committee of the World Methodist Council, meeting in 
\Brussels, heard that world Methodist membership has increased to 23.7 million 
from 20.8 million in 1976. In the same period, the figure for the Methodist 
"community" - members plus those related to a Methodist denomination in some 
other way - went from 49.6 to 51.7 million. Also on the committee agenda 
were a discussion of relations with United churches, many of which include 

erstwhile Methodists; ecumenical relations, addressed by US United Methodist 
Bishop William Cannon, committee chairman; and the charismatic movement, 
addressed by Leo Jogef Suenens, retired Roman Catholic cardinal-archbishop of 
Brussels. 


82.10.49: Lutheran-Reformed 

The third session in the current round of official theological dialogue between 
US Lutheran and Reformed representatives ended this month. The theologians 
talked about the ministry of the whole people of God, including such topics as 
functions, cultural context, and different understandings. The 14-member group 
comes from four Lutheran and five Reformed denominations. 


Geel. oe Up oACT 

The [US] National Council of Churches has granted US$ 55,000 to the South 
African Council of Churches as a "show of support" during the SA government's 
SACC investigation (EPS 82.09.51, 82.08.23). Receiving the grant in New York, 
SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu said it would be used "for the kind of 
work for which the government is..... attacking us" because "we are in direct 
opposition to their policies," chiefly apartheid (race separation). 


82.10.51: Ethtopta-report 

The information officer of Norwegian Church Aid says the agricultural situation 
in Ethiopia is not a "catastrophe", but rather "normal" - that is, with "large 
population groups..... -living at subsistence level."'" Svein Tornas spent 
several weeks in southern Ethiopia before making his report in Oslo this month. 
The NCA official noted a paradox that Ethiopia exports food to the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe while also receiving it from the US and Western Europe. 


82.10.52: Archbtshop-—departure 

An archbishop of the Orthodox Church in America has agreed to voluntarily leave 
the US. Valerian Trifa surrendered his US citizenship in September, 1980, 
following allegations that he participated in war crimes against Jews in his 
native Romania in the early 1940s. The US justice department says when he 
entered the US from Italy in 1950 he lied about his leadership of the Romanian 
fascist movement. Based near Detroit, Trifa has been overseeing OCA parishes of 
Romanian background. Earlier, other OCA bishops accepted Trifa's position that 
there are no grounds for government action against him in connection with his 
World War II activities. Trifa says he would like to go to Switzerland, 


82.10.53: Vattean-bank 

The Vatican has announced that the outside experts asked to investigate 
dealings between the Vatican bank and the scandal-ridden Italian Banco 
Ambrosiano have finished their work. The Vatican did not disclose what they 
found or recommended. 


82.10.54: Reltgtous tv 

Twenty-seven agencies of US denominations and other church groups are sponsoring 
a two-year US$ 165,000 survey of the effects of religious tv viewing, notably 

to determine whether religious broadcasting brings people to church or keeps 
them away, and whether and how the programs affect viewer. attitudes. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.55-60 


82.10.55 BCC-response 

An article last month by Clifford Longley, [London] Times religious affairs 
correspondent, on the 40th anniversary of the British Council of Churches was 
titled "a monument to polite discussion." Its various negative observations 
about the BBC have prompted the council to distribute four supporting letters 
from UK church leaders taking issue with Longley's characterizations. 


82.10.56 SA-Methodist 

The Methodist Church of Southern Africa began a yearlong celebration of the 
100th anniversary of its independence from the British Methodist Conference 
in 1883 at its conference in Johannesburg this month [13-21 October]. The 
denomination's 10 districts are located in South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Botswana and Mozambique. Among the anniversary goals are recruit- 
ment of 200 new full-time ministers - 100 ordained and 100 lay, the latter 

to be part of a new "order of the laity" for those specializing in areas such 
as health care, social work, community development or communication. Also 
planned are an evengelistic campaign to reach 100,000 people and a fundraising 
effort with a goal of SAR 2 million. 


82.10.57 Italy-church/state 

Italian Prime Minister Giovanni Spadolini says efforts to conclude an 
agreement between the Italian government and the Italian Waldensian-Methodist 
church will take more time, though he told the denomination's synod in 1981 
he would press for such a formal statement of relationships. It now appears 
that it is to await revision of the concordat between Italy and the Vatican. 
Almost all Italians are at least nominally Roman Catholic. 


82.10.58 WNtearagua-re port 

In recent months, there have been differing secular media reports about the 
scope and even the existence of difficulties between the government and the 
church in Nicaragua, which is mostly Roman Catholic. Last month, two 
officials from the [US] National Council of Churches, back from a visit to the 
Central American country, said reports of religious repression there are 
exaggerated and part of a general trend in the US to discredit the Sandinista 
government. ''We are satisfied" said Church World Service executive director 
Paul McCleary, "that there is no systematic repression of religious freedom 
in Nicaragua. There is, however, a lack of clarity about the role of the 
church in this new society" which "has led to some mistakes on the part of the 
government, mistakes it seems eager to correct." 


82.10.59 Guyana-prob lems 

Caribbean Contact, a monthly related to the Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
reports that the Guyana Anglican Bishop Randolph George has linked that 
country's economic problems with a general erosion of political rights and 
freedoms there. Speaking to the 20th annual delegates conference of the 
country's Clerical and Commercial Workers Union, George said that "if we were 
to demand credible information, a disciplined police force and discover ways 
of making our indignation known, we would be on the way to recovery." 


82.10.60 Soltdartty-criticism 

Both the pope and the head of the Roman Catholic Church in Poland, Warsaw 
Archbishop Jozef Glemp, have criticized the decision of the Polish parliament 
to dissolve all of the country's trade unions, including Solidarity. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.61-66 


82.10.61 Madagascar-church unton 


Nairobi-based African Church Information Service reports approval for a new 
United Protestant Church of Madagascar has been voted by the general synod of 
the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar. The union is to take effect 
following approval by the synod of the Malagasy Lutheran Church. The two 
denominations have cooperated over the years in the Federation of Protestant 
Churches in Madagascar. The UPCM would have about 1.5 million members and 
1,500 clergy, roughly comparable in size to the country's Roman Catholic 
population. About half the country's nine-plus million people are considered 
Christian. The synod adopted a constitution, a common confession of faith 
and a liturgy for the United church. 


82. 10168 Zambta-USSR 

Back from a two-week visit to the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union, 
a seven-person delegation from the Christian Council of Zambia remarked on 
Soviet church-state cooperation. The visit was a follow up to one last year 

by a Soviet church delegation invited by Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda. 

CCZ Chairman Philip Simuchoba praised Kaunda's initiative and said it is now 
up to the churches in the two countries to maintain the relationships furthered 
by the visits. 


82.10.63 Braztl-Lutheran 

The 13th general assembly of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in 
Brazil (IECLB) was scheduled this month in Porto Alegre [20-24 October]. Priority 
agenda item is land. An IECLB report notes that nearly half of its 800 ,000 
members are small farmers, threatened with loss of their land because of "heavy 
taxes of the government and the low prices of agricultural products." In the 

same report, IECLB President Augusto Ernesto Kunert refers to tensions within 

the denomination between those who prefer a "much more radical attitude of 

the institution facing the social reality of the country" and others who favor 

a "closed church in their own internal situation." 


82.10.64 Pentecostal-con ference 

Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi told the 13th Pentecostal World Conference 
that Christians should launch a global ecumenical crusade against poverty. 
About 10,000 attended the conference from 80 countries. Conference leaders 
said Nairobi was chosen for the gathering last month because of the great 


vitality of Christianity in Africa. The first such conference was in Ziirich 
in 1947. 


620d Ue GineCPC-UN 

Three leaders of the Prague-based Christian Peace Conference have urged its 
member denominations and groups to encourage their members to support and 

pray for the work of the UN, especially on Sunday, 24 October. Included are 
suggested liturgical material for the day plus a four-page listing of "some 
important events and activities of the UN system" in 1981-82. One of its 

sections describes the Israeli attack on West Beirut earlier this year as 

"the climax of a policy of banishment and genocide in conflict with international 
law." 


82.10.66 Ethtopta-re lease 

The longtime dean of Holy Trinity [Oriental Orthodox] Cathedral in Addis Abab, 
Habte Mariam, has reportedly been released after eight years of detention by 
Ethiopian authorities. Friends report that he looks well, seems unchanged, 
and preached the gospel while in prison. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.6/7-/2 


82.10.67 Honduras-refugees 


The Toronto-based Inter-Church Committee for Refugees has urged the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees to send more staff to camps in Honduras to protect 
25,000 Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees there from "the repression that 
accompanies the militarisation of the border." In a 30-page report, ICCR says 
the UN "shows evidence of becoming an increasingly weakened authority in 
discharging its protection responsibility." 


82.10.68 El Salvador-charges 

Rome-based Inter Press Service reports that Pedro Arnoldo Aparicio y Quintanilla, 
Roman Catholic bishop of San Vicente, in El Salvador, has accused Jesuit~-run 
Central American University of supporting guerrillas in the country. The bishop 
also reportedly expelled 10 church workers in league with the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front and estimated that 30 priests are working with left 
guerrillas. IPS says "local observers say Quintanilla's accusations presage a 
new wave of attacks against ...religious circles which oppose the Salvadoran 
government.'' It cites figures from another of the country's Roman Catholic 
bishops, Arturo Rivera y Damas, that 65 priests and other church workers are 
prisoners of government forces, with 49 killed in "countless armed attacks on 
churches and other religious centres." 


82.10.69 Ecumentcal-fi lm 

An ecumenical jury has awarded "Plains of Heaven," the first feature film by 
30-year-old filmmaker Ian Pringle, its top prize at the 3lst International 
Filmweek in Mannheim, FRG. The film is set in the remote Australian mountains 
where two men work at a satellite relay station. The jury says it "effectively 
shows the need for human interdependence and our relationship to nature ina 
technological age." Second prize went to a US documentary, "Roses in December," 
which "challenges the public morality of US involvement in El Salvador." The 
jury here, and at other festivals such as Berlin, Cannes and Locarno, is under 
the auspices of Interfilm (International Interchurch Film Center), an 
ecumenical group promoting dialogue between the church and the cinema world. 


82.10.70 Spatn-dtvorce 

Pastors of the Spanish Evangelical Church have suggested guidelines for dealing 
with divorce and remarriage. They deal specifically with divorce between non- 
Christians, church members and ordained ministers. Though it allows the 
possibility of divorce for ministers, as for any church members in some 
Situations, it counsels against allowing a pastor who is chiefly responsible 
for a divorce to continue in pastoral ministry. 


fs pm NN NE A IE Ee PIN LO 

A joint working group of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches and 
the Prague-based Christian Peace Conference met in Prague at the end of last 
month [27-29 September]. A communique from the meeting, the group's third since 
1974, said main subjects of discussion were results of the second UN special 
disarmament session earlier this year and application of them to the work of the 
two ecumenical bodies. 


Cae LO. Pon BY LA Nm Dee land 

More than three dozen church representatives from Britain and Ireland met in 
Liverpool last month [7-9 September] to consider "present and future options 

in British-Irish relations in the light of the gospel." The gathering was under 
the auspices of the British and Irish Councils of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic bishops of the two islands. 
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ECUVIEW: "Caribbean Ecumenism" EPS:82.10.73 


Roy Neehall ts now in his lOth year as general secretary of the Cartbbean 
Conference of Churches. The following ts excerpted from hts reflection on 
hts region's ecumenical sttuation in Cartbbean Contact, a CCC-assoctated 
monthly. 


Unity of the peoples of the Caribbean has been a motivating force and even the 
unity of the church has not received as much direct attention. If there isa 
greater sense of unity among Caribbean Christians today than in 1973, it has 
evolved out of the experience of co-operation and joint action rather than 

out of a blueprint or a design on unity that someone has drafted on a desk. 

It is this kind of unity that has the potential to outlast and subsequently to 
overcome the historic differences between churches. 


-I-can think of numerous points at which the CCC in the past nine years has been 
the servant of that evolution. Having been together and stayed together for 
almost a decade it is unlikely that there will be a turning back. Rather, it is 
more likely that the recognition that we are one will become more and more a 
subjective experience of the churches, and, hopefully of all Caribbean peoples. 


Has the unity been seriously tested? I believe that whenever we have tried to 
stand together on some critical issues that affect the lives of our people we 
have faced the most serious tests, In fact, it is around these issues that 
new divisions have appeared. 


As I look back, the most controversial issues have been those related to the 
question of justice within the general range of human rights and political 
involvement. It is when the CCC has taken a stand in support of the "underdog" 
to use a colloquial expression, and by implication against a government, or 
economic system or an elite class that the most threatening division of opinion 
has appeared. 


It is a credit to the leaders of the member churches that when one has disagreed 
with a statement or an action taken with the support of others they have not 
lessened their commitment to the ecumenical movement. But I think it is wise 
for us to begin to anticipate the issues that may arise over the next few years 
and begin to test ourselves as member churches over against the options open 

to us in certain precise arenas in which social justice is the burning issue. 


For instance, where will we stand if an armed insurrection with outside support 
attempts to remove the totalitarian dictatorship in Haiti; or if the US should 
invade Cuba; or if an international commission of enquiry puts the blame for 
Walter Rodney's assassination .on the Guyana Government; or if CARICOM decides 

to expel from membership those gobernments that refuse to hold elections; or if 
Belize is taken over by Guatemala and we are asked to assist a liberation movement 
of Belizeans; or if Tobago secedes from Trinidad; or if Cuacao becomes independent 
and is promptly annexed by Venezuela? 


As I reflect on the many ways in which the churches have been participating in 

the social and economic development of Caribbean nations and the vast amounts of 
money, energy, technical services and time invested over the past nine years in 
development planning programmes and projects, I realise what a large network of 
Christian people have come to take this kind of activity for granted as an integral 
part of the mission of the church. It was not always that way, as I can remember 
how difficult it was at first to move discussion among church people from a 

concept of development as welfare and charity to an acceptance of such ingredients 
as social justice, more equal distribution of goods and services and people's 
participation. 
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ECUVIEW: "Church and State in Grenada” EPS:82.20.74 


The following ts edited and excerpted from a report tn Cartbbean Contact, a 
monthly assoctated with the Cartbbean Conference of Churches. The newspaper 
asked the prestdent of the Counetl of Churches of Grenada, Hoskins Huggins, 
to evaluate the sttuation tn the tsland nation under the current People's 
Revoluttonary Government dtrected by Prime Mintster Maurtce Btshop: 


Huggins, speaking after consultation with his colleagues of the CCG, said that 
they enjoyed total freedom of worship but listed as "areas of concern": 


1. Continued detention of citizens for long periods without charge or trial; 
2. Failure by the PRG to hold elections as originally promised; 

3. Delay in processing applications for work permits for ministers of religio. 
4. Restrictions of local church publications, such as the Catholic Focus; 
2 


. Recent acquisition by the PRG of a three-storey building, Boulougne 
Ecumenical House, without adequate consultation with the owners. 


6. Difficulty the CCG is experiencing in arranging meetings with the prime 
minister and other ministers of government. 


Huggins said the churches are willing to co-operate with the government and are 
aware of the many achievements of the PRG but that the government's failure to 
meet with church leaders and have consultations are not helping to "improve 
matters". 


The PRG said through the prime minister's office that so far as the government 
is concerned, it wishes to maintain good relations with the churches and hoped 
that church leaders will "do more than say that they want to have good church- 
state relations". 


So far as the detainees and the question of new elections are concerned, the PRG 
said its position on these issues is quite clear: 


The position of the detainees "will continue to be under review and charges and 
releases will continue to be made as we have been doing over the past three 
years". Elections will take place when plans for constitution reform are ready. 


The CCG, said the PRG, also knows the government's policy with respect to Catholic 
Focus and other "unauthorised publications at this time". 


There is no question of the government ever denying work permits to priests and 

if there have been delays for periods longer than usual, then the government is 

quite willing to look into the matter to "clear up areas of misunderstanding" it 
said. 


The PRG further explained that so far as meetings with the CCG are concerned, 

the prime minister himself has held a number of meetings with church representative 
but feels that such meetings in future can take place whenever "really necessary" 
and not for the sake of merely having consultations with him. Church leaders are 
also free to meet with other cabinet ministers, the PRG said. 


On the acquisition of the Anglican Church property, the PRG explained that the 
building has not been in use for a long time, is in a state of disrepair, and that 
the government has offered to undertake all necessary repairs if it can have 

the building as an agricultural training centre. 


However, Huggins said plans had been advanced for the building to be renovated for 
use aS an ecumenical centre. 
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Church consultation treats human rights 

Church report urges end to UK nuclear deterrent 
World YWCA sponsors rights consultation 

GDR synod considers peace symbol, issues 

Global perspective urged for West European church 


ECUPOINTS (through 82.10.94) 


80: Norway-aid 87: Finland-doctrine 
81: Norway-pastors 88: Japan-Baptist 

82: Czechoslovakia-church/state 89: Finland-pastors 
83: Penn-commemmoration 90: US-ecumenical 

84: Nigeria-bishops 91: Mormons-Christian 
85: Finland-elections 92: US-employment 


86: Finland-collection 93: Luther-significance 


94: Clergy dress 


ECUVIEWS (through 82.10.96) 
95: "No news is bad news" 
96: "The ten principles of the Helsinki Final Act" 


ECUTEXT: "Statement concerning Madrid" 


SUM OF THE NEWS Q@nd SHOPTALK are on the other stde 
PHOTO OIKOUMENE ts the last sheet 
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SUM OF THE NEWS 


75: An tnternattonal, ecunenteal consultation meets tn Bucharest to constder 
human vights in light of the 1975 Helsinki Final Act on securtty and 
cooperatton tn Europe. ; 

76: A report of a Church of England working party urges the UK to give up 
tts tndependent nuclear deterrent . 

77: A World YWCA consultation on human rights constders such tssues as 
disappearances in Argentina, aparthetd in South Africa, and a range of 
abuses agatnst women. | 

78: The synod of GDR United and Lutheran regtonal churches deals with vartous 
questions related to peace, notably a controverstal swords-into-plough- 
shares symbol. / 

79: A consultation of Western European church representatives takes up "the 
future of democracy and the responstbtlity of the churches." 

SHOPTALK: 

1) A gathering of leaders of the organtsattons of Chrtsttan world communtons 
takes place at the end oj’ October tn Geneva. Coverage ts planned for 
EPS tssue 38. 

2) With regard to EPS 82.09.09, Herb David, interpretation director of the 


Amertcan Lutheran Church, writes to tndicate that "the tape never was 
edited to remove statements erttical of US policy" and that the ftlm's 
producer "claims he was misquoted" about a second verston of the film betng 
uch more bland." David also notes that an ALC office did revtew "a rough 
cut of the tape and there was an addition indicating tt did not represent 

a soctal statement of the church". Source of the EPS item was a magazine 
of another US Lutheran, denominatton. 


CHURCH CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
TREATS HUMAN RIGHTS Service:82.10.75 


BUCHAREST, Romania (EPS) - A 40-participant, international, ecumenical 
consultation on "Christianity, Human Rights and Confidence Building" has 


recommended more careful work on implications of religious liberty, including 
the right to act in society based on ethical principles of one’s faith. 


That and two other general recommendations - that churches share information 
with one another on the implementation of human rights in their own countries, 
and that there be a seminar to compare the legal, theological and human rights 
traditions in different areas-have been passed on to the working committee of 
the Churches' Human Rights Programme for the Implementation of the Helsinki 
Final Act (CHRP), consultation organizer. 


Based in Geneva, CHRP is co-sponsored by the Canadian Council of Churches, 
Conference of European Churches and [US] National Council of Churches. The 
five-day gathering here this month [3-7 October] comes mid-way through the 
five-year life of the programme, and follows three sub-regional consultations 
held near London last October, in New York last February and in Trieste (Italy) 
last June. The Helsinki Final Act of August 1975 was the conclusion of the 
conference on European security and cooperation. 


In his introductory remarks, CHRP Secretary Theo Tschuy suggested that churches 
develop "an independent forum for human rights activities." He observed that 
with "some laudable exceptions" currently "almost all complaints about the 
violation of human rights stem from groups and circles which are politically 
conservative or right-wing in tendency, whose judgement is biased and often 
quite unobjective." 


Thus, he proposed a church-related “alternative agency of information and | 
action on behalf of human rights, providing objective information and operating 
in a way which establishes trust and confidence." Referring to such activity 
in Latin America, South Africa and East Asia, Tschuy said "we still have a lot 
of leeway to make up in Europe and North America, most of the nations of which 
are the Helsinki signatories. 


The consultation heard presentations on human rights in the Helsinki framework, 
human rights and biblical revelation and possibilities for church action in 
human rights [EPS 82.10. 96]. Participants came from the GDR, USSR, US, Greece, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Cyprus, Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, UK, France, Bulgaria, 
FRG, Denmark, Hungary, Belgium, Romania, Norway, Poland and Canada. 


According to the group's communiqué, "at numerous points the close relationship 
between the necessity of international détente for the increased observance of 
human rights, the complexity of the question of human rights even where there 
was good intention, and the need to give priority to the maintenance of peace 
and the protection of the basic right to live, were stressed by the speakers 
and in the discussion." The group also issued a message in connection with the 
re-opening next month [9 November] of the Second Helsinki Review Conference, 

in Madrid. [EPS 82.10.97]. 
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CHURCH REPORT URGES END Ecumenical Press 
TO UK NUCLEAR DETERRENT Service:82.10.76 


LONDON (EPS) - The UK should give up its independent nuclear deterrent. That 
is one suggestion in a report - "The Church and the Bomb: Nuclear Weapons and 
Christian Conscience" - released by the [Anglican] Church of England's social 
responsibility board. 


It is expected to meet considerable opposition when debated at the February 
meeting of the denomination's general synod. It was prepared for the board by 
a seven-person working party chaired by the Anglican bishop of Salisbury and 
including a Roman Catholic and a Quaker. 


The report does not adopt a pacifist position.It follows guidelines set out by 
US author Charles Osgood for unilateral action aimed at stimulating a response 
from the other side. Its approach is thus one of arguing for unilateral action 
in the hope that this will break the ‘log-jam that hitherto has held up progress 
towards multilateral disarmament. 


"Unilateral action within an overall multilateral approach is not incompatible 
with care for security, nor need it destabilize the situation, or create an 
international situation that invites adventurism," the report says. "It is 
probably the policy behind which it would be possible to rally the largest 
number of concerned people.’ Nonetheless, the report does not envisage the UK 
pulling out of NATO and adopting a neutralist stance. 


While recognizing that on nuclear weapons "There are clearly a number of 
positions for which a respectable moral case can be made," the report concludes: 
"T¥¢ is in our view proven beyond reasonable doubt that the just-war theory 

as this has developed in western civilization and within the Christian church, 
rules out the use of nuclear weapons. The evils caused by this method of making 
war are greater than any conceivable evil which the war is intended to prevent, 
and they affect people who have nothing to do with the conflict...How can 

we witness to a God of love, if we say that it does not matter that millions 

of people should die in agony, including many not involved in the quarrel?" asks 
the report. 


The report writers are not impressed by the argument that we should die rather 
than surrender our values. "The issue is not," it says, "whether we will die 
for our beliefs, but whether we will kill for them." 


The report says there are no risk-free decisions to be taken on the issue of 
nuclear weapons: ''You may either decide for a nuclear component in deterrence 
and risk nuclear war, or decide against it and risk the political and human 
consequences of blackmail and defeat by someone with fewer moral inhibitions." 
The working party concluded that for a Christian the second risk is preferable. 


A recent, pre-report survey of Church of England clergy found 40 percent 
agreeing that the UK independent nuclear deterrent should be scrapped, 49 
percent disagreeing. The report has been criticized by UK government 
representatives, who describe it as the work of an umrepresentative group 

of activists. It has been welcomed by the leader of the chief UK opposition 
party. 


At a news conference, Salisbury Bishop John Austin Baker responded to 

objections to criticisms on public issues coming from one of the UK's 

established churches. He said that in a free society one ought not to 
identify the party in power and its policies with the state. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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WORLD YWCA SPONSORS Ecumenical Press 
RIGHTS CONSULTATION Service: 82.10.//7 


HODDESDON, England (EPS) - Disappearances in Argentina, apartheid in South 
Africa and a range of abuses against women were on the agenda of the World 

YWCA Human Rights Consultation here this month [4-12 October]. The consultation 
drew 50 YWCA members from 26 countries who documented human rights problems 

and reported on measures to counter violations of rights. 


Participants drafted a human rights document for study at the quadrennial YWCA 
World Council, in Singapore,November, 1983. They also asked national 
associations to emphasize human-rights education, self-examination and action 
prior to the council. One area for action identified by the consultation was 
violence against women. 


A dozen speakers addressed the consultation, including a lawyer, two theologians, 
the director of the British section of Amnesty International, a black community 
worker in London, and resource persons for the three focuses of the consultation - 
racism, sexism and economic injustice. 


In an address on racism, Sheena Duncan, president of Black Sash, a South African 
women's human-rights group, described the increasing exclusion of black persons 
from power, lands and employment in South Africa. 


"There is suffering elsewhere in the world," Duncan observed. "What makes South 
Africa so bad is that apartheid is deliberate evil done by a government that 
claims to be Christian." 


Personal accounts of human rights violations came from two young women, 

Marita Jeffrey and Stella Cross, who told of the kidnapping of their brothers 
by Argentine security forces in 1976 and their subsequent disappearances. 
Jeffrey estimated that 15,000 to 30,000 persons disappeared in Argentina in the 
late 1970s. Some 300 mothers of disappeared persons, including her own mother, 
regularly demonstrate in Buenos Aires" Plaza de Mayo, Jeffrey said. 


A Chilean woman, Adriana Borquez, told of her detention and torture in Chile 
in the 1970s. Since her release and exile in Britain, she has worked with 
Busqueda, an organization which searches for disappeared persons in Latin 
America. "We are not only searching for the disappeared,'' she said. "More 
profoundly, we are searching for the truth." 


YWCA members provided case studies and vivid descriptions of human rights 
concerns touching women - domestic violence, pornography, prostitution~-tourism, 
patriarchal laws, economic exploitation in free trade zones and dowry abuses 
leading to deaths of brides. Other issues discussed included child labour, 

the dispossession of Palestinians on the West Bank and discrimination against 
migrants and racial and ethnic minorities. 


YWCA panelists detailed a variety of human rights initiatives in which YWCAs 
have joined with other women's organizations, including boycotts of South 
African products in the Federal Republic of Germany, campaigns for family law 
revision in South Korea, support for battered women's shelters in Canada and, 
in India, anti-dowry marches and protests in front of homes in which kerosene 
immolations of brides have been labelled accidental by the husband's family. 


Paul Oestreicher, secretary of the Division of International Affairs for the 
British Council of Churches, criticized western assumptions that human rights 

are "A Third World problem" and that "we in the West have a civilizing influence 
because of our faith and history." All societies are "more or less oppressive," 
he stated, and, lamentably, “organized Christianity has seldom been on the side 
of liberation." 


Ellen Clark (World YWCA Communteattons dtrector) 
EPS 


GDR SYNOD CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
PEACE SYMBOL, ISSUES Service:82.10.78 


GDR (EPS) - Several peace issues, especially as they relate to the situation 

in the GDR, were taken up by the national synod of the Federation of Evangelical 
[United and Lutheran] Churches in the GDR, here at the end of last month, 

[24-28 September ]. 


In an action on a controversial "swords-into-ploughshares" symbol, the synod 


decided to concur with a decision of the federation leadership to discontinue 
production of patches with the symbol on them. However, it retained the symbol 
itself as a logo for church activities and materials related to peace questions. 


Wearing of the patch with the symbol, which recalls a Bible verse and includes 
a rendering of a statue at the UN donated by the Soviet Union, has been 
forbidden by GDR authorities. They say it is used to express pacifist or other 
opposition to GDR policies. These include support for armed forces to counter 
what is considered a military threat from the West. [EPS:82.04.45,113; 82.07.06] 


The synod had before it a major report on peace questions prepared by the 
federation leadership, including such subjects as Christian pacifism and non- 
combattant military service. It noted that military service can be a way to 
serve one's neighbour, and that there are social risks involved in exercising 
the pacifist or non-combattant option. The GDR church has urged a form of 
social service as an alternative to military service for conscientious 
objectors, though the government has rejected that idea. 


The synod urged an option for military reservists to serve in a non-weapons- 
carrying engineering unit. Such a choice is currently open to first-time 
draftees. It also said that school children who refuse pre-military training 
in the classroom on religious grounds should not be penalized. 


Speaking of peace issues more generally, the report deals with dangers of 
atomic confrontation and ways to prevent or reduce them. It also suggests a 
danger to peace in thoughtlessly dismissing alternative points of view. 


A commentary on the synod in the [West] German Evangelical Alliance Information 
Service said "many" of the synod members "and not only the youth delegates were 
upset about the 'pastoral caution' and the ‘over anxiousness within the church'" 
in the face of government disagreement with some church positions and actions 
related to peace. 


EPS 


GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE URGED Ecumenical Precs 
FOR WEST EUROPEAN CHURCH Service:82-.10.79 


INTERLAKEN, Switzerland (EPS) - The church in Westeri Eurcpe needs to act ‘with 

a global perspective, in particular "taking account’ of the situation in’ the Thix4 
World and Eastern Europe. That is among the conclusions of a conference of 80 

theologians and church leaders which ended here this month {12 October]. “Their 
theme was "the future of democracy and the responsibility of the churches.™ 


According to a report on the gathering from the news service of the Federation 
of Protestant Churches of Switzerland, participants observed that bit by bat 
Western Europeans are “becoming aware of challenges and problems.common to all 
of them - unemployment and the lack of democratic participation, for example." 
They also observed a tendency for confidence in institutions and political 
leaders to decline. 


Some present reportedly found the conference's final document and some of the 
discussion too dull and pessimistic. Others urged greater cooperation with 
Roman Catholics. 


The gathering in Switzerland came at about the same time as nearly 80 Roman 
Catholic bishops from 26 countries met in Rome for a five-day symposium on 
evangelization. That group also heard a plea for more ecumenical cooperation. 
The Roman Catholic leader of England and Wales, Cardinal-Archbishop Basil Hume 
of Westminster, observed that non-Christians "find an easy target ,for.criticism" 
in the"scandalous lack of unity" among Christians. 


Hume, who gave the keynote address, also spoke of "an ever vaster de-Christian- 
ization in many European countries" and a "terrifying" increase in the number 
of non-practicing Christians. Hume was critical of "severe limitations on 
religious liberty" in sections of Eastern Europe. Among those present were 
bishops from the Soviet Union, GDR, Hungary, Poland and Yugoslavia. Cardinal- 
Archbishop. Franz Kénig of Vienna urged his fellow bishops to help "show tha 
the church does not favor the western bloc, but rather works for the 
reconciliation of the two Europes." 


EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.10.80-81 


82.10.80: Norway-atd 

The Norwegian international development agency (NORAD) has postponed a proposed 
evaluation of Norwegian church mission projects in Latin America it supports. 
Among other things, the study is an attempt to measure their religious and 
cultural effects. Norwegian Santal Mission General Secretary Gunnleik Seierstad 
Says his group does not oppose the evaluation, but "we do feel NORAD should 
first evaluate the effect of the bulk of the NK 3 billion (milliard) development 
aid, before turning to mission projects representing a mere NK 30 million." 

The postponement is to allow mission agencies receiving NORAD support to help 
prepare the evaluation. 


82.10.81: Norway-pastors 

The general assembly of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway Pastors' Association has 
voted to work for a joint trade union for all church employees. Currently, the 
association is a member of the national organisation of university graduates (AF). 
Some PA members consider AF efforts to raise wages for pastors, already better 
paid on average than other church employees, a bit embarrassing. A combined 
association for all church workers is seen by some as a preferable sign of 
solidarity. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS: 82.10.82-87 


82.10.82: Czechoslovakia - church/state 
Czechoslovak Culture Minister Milan Klusak told a government-supported 


organisation of Roman Catholic clergy, Pacem in Terris, that the government 
"cannot permit church-political conditions in the country to be determined 
from the outside" nor allow the church to be "drawn into a political game 

the aims of which are attempts to weaken socialism.'' Earlier this year, a 
Vatican decree forbidding priests to be part of organisations with political 
purposes led to resignations from Pacem, whose membership has included the 
majority of the country's approximately 3,200 Roman Catholic clergy [82.09.42]. 
In an open letter to the country's Roman Catholic bishops, the organisation 
contested the ruling. Church-state relations in Czechoslovakia are among the 
most strained in Eastern Europe. 


82.10.83: Penn-commemoratton 

To commemorate the 300th anniversary of the arrival of William Penn in what is 
now Pennsylvania (US), and his Quaker ideals regarding human rights, tolerance, 
freedom and peace, plans are being made to have bells rung around the world 
between 15h00 and 16h00 local time, 24 October. Spearheading the effort is 

Oscar Muspratt, Anglican vicar of Penn,English ancestral home of the Penn family. 


82.10.84: Nigerta-btshops 

The four Roman Catholic archbishops of Nigeria have condemned intolerance and 
personal political struggles in the country,warned Nigerians against greediness 
and reproached some of them for laziness. 


82.10.85: Finland-electtons 

Finland’s new Lutheran archbishop, John Vikstrém, has warned against the 
country's church councils becoming "miniature models of secular local authorities.' 
Next month [14-19 November], 12,500 people are to be elected to church boards 
and councils for four-year terms in the 594 parishes of the Evengelical-Lutheran 
Church of Finland, the denomination of about 90 percent of Finns. Vikstrém and 
some other bishops favour the possibility of candidates for council elections 
using identifying labels. But, he says, “the problem is how to reconcile those 
two opposing aspects, opposition to politicization and a desire for openness." 
He adds that the country's political parties are entitled to take an interest 

in parish elections, but "those elected on political lists should remember that 
they are representatives of the congregation and have its best interests in 
mind." 


82.20.86: Finland-collectton 

Parishes of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland are providing the country's 
school children with work projects as part of a drive to collect FM 3 million 

for humanitarian aid projects chosen by SWAPO in Namibia, the Democratic 
Liberation Front in El Salvador and the government of Nicaragua. Under the 
programme, children in upper grades do a day's work and donate what they are 

paid for it to the fund-raising drive. 


82.10.87  RFanland-doetrine 

According to a report from the Finnish Lutheran news service, Juhani Simojoki, 
information director for Lutheran congregations in the country's capital, Helsinki. 
"aroused considerable comment" by suggesting in a speech to a group of clergy 
that some theologians and pastors are unconvinced about doctrines such as the 
reality of hell, the second coming of Jesus, or resurrection of the dead. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS:82.10.88-94 


82.10.88: Japan-Baptist 

In separate general assemblies, the Japan Baptist Union and the Japan Baptist 
Convention have urged church support for the elimination of nuclear weapons, 
and protested government connections with a revival of national interest in 
the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine, whose “original purpose," notes the JBU, "was to 
glorify war by honouring the dead who fought for the emperor of Japan." The 
JBC also protested the government's revision of Japanese history textbooks. 
[EPS 82.10.35]. 


82.10.89: Finland-pastors 

Both the former and new primates of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, 
Turku Archbishops Mikko Juva and John Vikstrém, say the country's pastors have 
too much work to do. The church's news service says the reason is not a shortage 
of pastors or would-be pastors (only 40 percent of those applying to enroll at 
the Helsinki theology faculty this year could be accepted), but rather because 
there are currently only about 1,400 posts available for pastors and lectors 
(female theologians) in the country's 594 parishes. 


82.20.90: US-eeumentcal 


Community of Reconciliation, a congregation in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, US, 
has joined four US denominations - United Church of Christ, United Presbyterian 
Church, United Methodist Church, and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
The ecumenical project took three years of work and eight months of meetings. 

A representative of a fifth denomination, American Baptist Churches, also 
attended, and the 200-member parish hopes in time to join it as well. 


82.10.91: Mormons-Chrtsttan 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, based in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
US, has announced that it is adding a new subtitle to its scriptural Book of 
Mormon, "another testament of Jesus Christ." The Mormons also recently completed 
an edition of the Bible with cross references to the Book of Mormon and the 

two other Mormon scriptures - Pearl of Great Price, and Doctrine and Covenants. 
At its recent general conference, where the new subtitle was announced, several 
speakers expressed concern that Mormonism is often viewd as non-Christian. 


82.10.92: _ US-employment 

Christian leaders related to the Full Employment Action Council were part of 

a rally in Washington this month to protest news that the US unemployment rate 
has topped 10 percent. FAC is made up of about 80 labor, religious, civil rights 
and other organisations. 


82.10.93:  LIuther-stignt ficance 

About 40 scholars of Martin Luther, plus several bishops, gathered in Waldfischbach, 
FRG, this month [12-15 October] to discuss the ecumenical significance of the 
l6th-century reformer, whose 500th birth anniversary is in November 1983. 

Traditions represented included Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Reformed, 
Methodist, Anglican and Mennonite. The five sessions considered Roman Catholic 
Luther research, Luther's influence on Reformation statements of faith, Luther's 
view of the church, his view of the Bible and the world, and his motif of 

“simul iustus et peccator" (Christians being simultaneously just and sinful). 


82.10.94: Clergy dress 

Clergy and members of religious orders in the Roman Catholic diocese of Rome 
have been told to dress distinctively. The directive follows expressions of 
dissatisfaction from the pope, head of the diocese, about an increasing 
number of them dressing like other people. 
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ECUVIEW:"No News is Bad News" EPS:82.10.95 


The followtng ts excerpted from an article of the same tittle by Frank Mthalte 
tn The Ttmes of Papua New Guinea. References to NBC are to the country's 
broadcasting service, those to Mattkt to Akus Mattkt, acting head of reltgtous 
broadcasting for NBC. 


On many, many Sunday mornings the minutes set aside for church or mission news 
are not used at all. The announcer explains, "We have received no church or 
mission news for this week." 


That is almost unthinkable. There are some 32 religious bodies in PNG today, 
who have 60 percent of the population in their pale. And they have no news? 
No news is bad news..... 


If churches would only tell the media more about what they are doing, they 
would enjoy a more positive public image. Then the,occasional bit of negative 
news - which any organisation must weather now and then - would disappear like 
a minute drop of water on the hot stone of good news which had been broadcast 
for months and years... 


Just recently our government was sworn in and it announced its new ministries. 
Among them was a new one, which should have greatly interested the churches, 
namely, the ministry of religion. People expected churches to react to this 
and question just what that ministry would concern itself with. The topic 
could not have been more timely for Christians. 


But not too much happened in the line of church reaction, except for a few 
telephone interviews which elicited some off-the-cuff generalities. 


Matiki said that rank and file churchgoers like to hear reports particularly 
of overseas meetings, to which they have sent delegates at considerable 
expense. They would like to hear something for their money. 


When delegates return from ecumenical or other world conferences, the Christian 
public of PNG would like to have a public report of what happened. And by that 
the NBC and its audience do not mean reading off the duplicated minutes which all 
the departing members received with their goodbye handshake. 


What our audience wants, Matiki insists, is a breakdown of what happened at the 
meeting, an explanation of just what it had to do with PNG, just what was relevant 
to our religious situation. What can we learn from the meeting? 


The feeling of the NBC religious programming staff in Moresby is that the main- 
line churches of PNG are not sold on communication. They talk about it, have 
committees about it, present papers about it, but they don't seem to believe in 
it enough to assign members specifically to communicate beyond the range of their 
voices. 


In Marshall McLuhan idiom, the NBC has the medium and the churches have the 
message. But contrary to that guru's axiom, in our case the medium is NOT the 
message. It has none, if the churches don't produce any. 
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ECUVIEW:"The Ten Principles of the Helsinki Final Act" EPS:82.10.96 


The following ts a summary of matn concerns of the 1975 Helstnkt agreement 

on securtty and cooperation tn Europe. It was part of a presentatton by 

Gunnar Stalsett, director of the Norwegtan Bible Soetety, to an tnternattonal 
colloquium on "Christtantty, Human Rights, and Confidence Butlding" this month 

tn Bucharest, Romanta [38-7 October, EPS 82.0 - 75, 82.10.97 ]. In hts presentation 
Stalsett stressed that all 10 principles relate to human rtghts and 

all are mutually interdependent, thus negating any "tsolated defitnttton or 
ptecemeal approach in working for the implementatton of these rtghts." 


Vs 
ae 
oe 
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Sovereign equality; respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty. 
Refraining from the threat of force as a means of settling disputes. 
Inviolability of frontiers. 


Territorial integrity of states; refraining from making each other's 
territory the object of military occupation or other direct or indirect 
measures of force. 


Peaceful settlement of disputes. 


Non-intervention in internal affairs. The participating states will refrain 
from any intervention, direct or indirect, individual or collective, in the 
internal or external affairs falling within the domestic jurisdiction of 
another participating state, regardless of their mutual relations. They 
will accordingly refrain from any form of armed intervention or threat of 
such intervention against another participating state. 


Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including freedom of 
thought, conscience, religion or belief..... 


Equal rights and self-determination of peoples. All peoples have always 
the right, in full freedom, to determine when and as they wish, their 
internal and external political status, without external interference, and 
to pursue as they wish their political, economical, social and cultural 
development. 


Cooperation among States. They will endeavour to promote mutual understanding 
and confidence, friendly and good-neighbourly relations among themselves, 
international peace, security and justice. They will equally endeavour, in 
developing their cooperation, to improve the well-being of peoples and 
contribute to the fulfillment of their aspirations through, inter alia, the 
benefits resulting from increased mutual knowledge and from progress an 
achievement in the economic, scientific, technological, social, cultural 

and humanitarian fields. They will take steps to promote conditions favourable 
to making these benefits available to all; they will take into account the 
interest of all in the narrowing of the differences in the level of economic 
development, and in particular the interests of developing countries throughout 
the world. 


10. Fulfillment in good faith of obligations under international law. 
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ECUTEXT: "Statement Concerning Madrid" EPS: 82.10.97 


Anttetpating the re-opening of the Second Helstnkt Revtew Conference (Madrid, 

9 November), a 40-delegate consultatton of the Churches' Human Rtghts 

Programme for the Implementation of the Helstnkt Final Act, meeting tn 

Bucharest, Romanta, thts month [3-7 October; EPS 82.10.75 ] tssued a statement, 
excerpts of whteh follow. The Helstnkt Final Act, stgned by most of the | 
countrtes of Europe, the US, and Canada, deals with several aspects of 
European internattonal relattons. 


In our view, the necessary compromise should have two elements: 1. Agree- 
ment on a mandate for a "Conference on Confidence Building Measures and 
Disarmament in Europe"; 2. Substantial progress in the field of human rights. 
A substantive and balanced concluding document from’Madrid along these lines 
would serve to bring the Helsinki process forward, and therefore serve détente 
and security in Europe. 


With respect to the proposed conference on Confidence Building Measures and 
Disarmament Measures in Europe, we would give support to a set of confidence — 

and security - building measures that cover the whole of Europe from the Urals : 
to the Atlantic, and which are of military significance, politically binding 

and verifiable. 


With respect to human rights, we look for a new determination from all 
participating states to more effective exercise of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in an uninterrupted process that shows new and recognisable 
results. We give full support to an interpretation of human rights which takes 
into account all aspects of the Final Act: the right to live and to a future of 
peace, freedom and justice, social and cultural rights, religious and minority 
rights. 


As churches, we are deeply committed to the principle of religious freedom as 
expressed in the Helsinki Final Act and see the need for a more effective 
realization of this principle by signatory states. We declare our readiness 
as churches and international church organizations, acting within the 
constitutional framework of our respective countries, to engage in a 
consultative process with our respective state authorities whenever that is 
called for. 


Likewise, we see the need for a continuous renewed dedication to seek further 
concrete steps to secure in every-day life the interests of minorities as 
provided for in the Final Act. 


We encourage the search for new instruments for strengthening human rights work 
within the Helsinki framework, such as voluntary bilateral talks on issues of 
uuman rights between participating states as well as meetings of experts 

for this purpose. 


We ask for concrete steps to be devloped for the strengthening of cooperation 
in humanitarian and other fields, such as a continuing favorable development 
in the broad field of family matters, contacts and exchange between churches 
and individuals and between young people, as well as a freer and wider flow of 
information... «s 


As churches we commit ourselves to continue to work for disarmament, peace, 

justice, freedom and human rights on the basis of the Helsinki Final Act. We 
ask the congregations of our churches to support the governments' work with 

their prayers as they assemble for their arduous task in Madrid, 
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GROWING OLD 


At a UN-sponsored conference earlter 
thts year, tn Vtenna, delegates from 
120 countrtes pledged to enhance the 
ltves of the agtng as tndtvtduals so 
that they can enjoy “in mind and in 
body, fully and freely, thetr advanc- 
tng years tn peace, health and 
securtty"” 
Photos :dJ. Tay lor ,H.Domentg,S. Salgado. 
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A whtte South Afrtcan denominatton, tts membership privileges suspended 
tn August be the World Alliance of Reformed Churches over the tssue of 
tts support for aparthetd, decides at tts general synod to stay tin 

WARC and asks a commtsston to study aparthetd - with a report due in 
four years. . 


Church-state relations in Nicaragua continue to be subject to dtfferent 
tnterpretattons. 


The new Norwegtan budget dtsappotnts Church of Norway leaders. 
Computers are coming to some US congregattons. 


The Eeumentcal Coalttton on Third World Tourism begtns its task as 
watehdog of the tourtsm tndustry. 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts tnterested tn coptes of the followtng sttuatton reports from the 
World Counetl of Churches Commtsston on Inter-Church Atd, Refugee and World ~ 
Service may request them from the Secretary for Emergency and Rehabtlttatton 
Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 


Asta Floods 1982 (18 October) 

Floods tn Ortssa - Indta (no. 2, 14 October) 

Kenya - Mathare Valley Fire (no. 1, 13 October) 

Tonga - Cyclone Isaac (no. 3, 12 October) 

Ethtopta - Drought and Displaced Persons (no. 8, 5 October) 


WHITE SA CHURCH STAYS Ecumenical Press 
IN REFORMED ALLIANCE Service 82.11.01 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The every-four-years general synod of the white Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK) has decided to remain in the World Alliance of Reformed 


Churches. The 234-230 vote to withdraw was short of the two-thirds majority 
required for action. 


In August, the WARC general council voted overwhelmingly to suspend membership 
privileges of the NGK and another white South African denomination (NHKA) until 
they reject the country's apartheid (race separation) policies. The NHKA has 
since left WARC.[EPS 82.10.20]. 


The NGK referred any change in its apartheid position to a commission to 


report in four years. Most South African government officials are NGK 
members. 


South African theologian Allan Boesak, WARC president and a member of the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK, one of three non-white NGK daughter 
churches), said after the synod vote that "we're not sure in South Africa 
if we have four years left..... to seek peaceful solutions." 


In other action, the synod rejected contraception and abortion. Following a 
_ heated debate, it did allow women to become deacons, which would mean that 
some of the representatives at the 1986 synod could be women. 


VIEWS VARY ON NICARAGUA Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH-STATE SITUATION Service 82.11.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - How go church-state relations in Sandinista Nicaragua? It 
depends on whom you ask. New-York based Religious News Service reports that 
"conservative religious groups...are pressing US church leaders to raise an 
outcry over what they see as Sandinista persecution of the [Roman] Catholic 
Church and smaller Protestant" groups. 


The RNS report also speaks of the "Nicaraguan Catholic Church hierarchy and 
the Sandinista government in a bitter feud" over various government actions 
and attitudes, especially since a state of emergency was declared last March 
following violence linked to anti-Sandinista groups. It also notes several 
sources of church support for the government, both in.and outside the country. 


During a recent visit to Switzerland Nicaragua church representatives invited 
by Swiss Reformed Interchurch Aid spoke positively of Sandinista social and 
political accomplishments. They said that there have been some government 
mistakes and church-state difficulties, but suggested general good will and 
efforts to overcome problems and disagreements. 


In a recent letter to Rome on behalf of various "base communities" and other 
church groups, some unofficial or in tension with the hierarchy, the pope 
was asked to convene a "national synod" to mark the fifth anniversary of 
Sandinista rule in 1984, and also to contribute to Roman Catholic unity in 
the country. 


EPS 


CHURCH . DISAPPOINTED Ecumenical Press 
BY NEW NORWAY BUDGET Service 82.11.03 


OSLO (EPS) - The 1983 national budget for Norway was presented by the Conservative 
government last month, and representatives of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway were 
disappointed. It includes ten new posts for pastors and other church workers, 

five in connection with starting the country's 11th diocese. The church's 

national council gets an increase to cover effects of inflation, while there is 

no increase for the .CN foreign relations council. 


National Council Director Johannes Ulltveit-Moe noted that all parts of the 
society are affected by budget stringencies. '"Obviously," he said, "the church 

is also willing to carry its part of economic burdens, but even with that mind I 
find 1983 grants to the church disappointingly narrow." Foreign relations council 
theological consultant Ola Tj¢érhom said the proposal could have "serious effects" 
on that group. 


In reflecting recently on church financing - which includes a state grant to the 
church averaging NK50 per member per year - Ulltveit-Moe suggested. that having 
church costs "hidden" in the public budget weakens church people's. feeling of 
responsibility. He said introduction of a church tax might strengthen it. 


Also related to church finance is a recent government proposal to start, selling 
more than 200 farms belonging to rural vicarages. CN leaders say any large- 
scale sales should be delayed till the question of ownership is settled and 
specific investment plans are prepared. 


Since 1809, a special fund, administered by the government church and education 
ministry, has been disposing of what was, until the Reformation, church 
property. Who owns the property now is unclear. Its value runs into billions 
of kroner. The ownership question would be significant should the church be 
separated from the state. 


EPS 


COMPUTERS COMING Ecumenical Press 
TO CONGREGATIONS Service 82.11.04 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - The church has used other "tools of the times" - printing 
presses, microphones, typewriters, automobiles. Likewise, the use of 
computers by congregations seems inevitable. So concludes a study by a 
Consultation on the Congregational Use of Computers, a grouping of six US 
Lutheran denominations. 


The consultation discovered that parishes using computers effectively greatly 
altered how their staffs spend their time. Energies formerly devoted to 
accounting and recordkeeping are freed to organize volunteer programs using 
computerized talent and skill banks, to plan visitation and follow-up of 
potential members, and to assist in identifying members needing special 
attention, it reported. 


Congregations of four of the denominations are currently testing specially 
designed computer software. Meant to enable parishes to perform 23 
administrative functions on microcomputers, it is scheduled to be more widely 
available for church use during the first part of 1983. 


EPS 


TOURISM WATCHDOG Ecumenical Press 
BEGINS OPERATION Service 82.11.05 


BANGKOK (EPS) — The world's tourism industry now has a church watchdog 

in the Third World. The Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism has 

opened here to set up an information and resource network to monitor, publicise 
and reverse the present damaging effects of tourism on the Third World. 

It also promotes alternative forms of tourism, more sensitive to the needs of 
host nations. 


The coalition is the result of a Christian Conference of Asia international 
workshop on tourism held in Manila, Peel apeines. in 1980, where churches 
expressed increasing alarm at tourism's influence on cultural, economic and 
ecological life. The office is headed by Peter Holden, formerly with the 
South Australian Council of Churches. 


Working through local groups, the coalition aims at minimising the negative and 
maximising the positive effects of tourism, including its educational value. 


Earlier this year, British media revealed how very young girls, recruited from 
poor families in northern Thailand, are being put to work in Bangkok's sex 
palaces to serve an expanding sex tourism industry. In an attempt to escape 
abject rural poverty, 300,000 women in Bangkok alone have some sort of sex- 
related employment. 


The educated minority are continually being poached by tourism from lower-paid 
government service jobs. Andrew Hutchinson, who works with Christian Aid's 
education department, says, "English-speaking waiters in the hotels and go-go 
dancers often receive expensive educations and some would have become health 
workers, forestry officers, teachers and administrators in their home villages 
until the prospect of dancing for dollars became too much." 


The coalition sees danger in a country becoming over-dependent on tourism. If 
the host nation's image suffers for political or other reasons, there is often 
little other industry to fall back on when the tourists don't appear. For 
example, the October issue of Africa Business says the Seychelles expect a UK 
£4.67 million deficit from lost tourist revenue after 'Mad Mike" Hoare's 
failed coup attempt in November 1981. 


The coalition considers that years of painstaking effort in the development of 
local communities are being wasted and that a major campaign is needed to 
educate governments and the travel industry before the damage becomes irreparable. 


The above ts adapted from a report by Christian Atd, a divtston of the British 
Counetl of Churches. It ts among the coalttton's financtal supporters. 
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82.11.06: Angltcan-business 

The National Federation of Self Employed and Small Businesses has formed a 
four-person religious affairs committee because of "undue attention" given 
views of the English Anglican general synod. The committee's new report calls 
synod views on such issues as employment laws and new technology "highly one- 
sided and political" with a "deep rooted tendency to analyse economics from 
the Marxist side." It calls the synod social responsibility board "anti- 
business." Secretary Paul Brett of the Church of England Industrial Committee 
said those who call the synod anti-business "either...haven't read the 
documents or they have some other purpose in repeating these charges." 


82.11.07: Jackson defeated 

After 29 years of the presidency of Joseph H.Jackson, the largest mostly black 
US denomination - National Baptist Convention USA Inc. - has a new leader. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Pastor Theodore Jemison defeated Jackson at the recent 
NBC convention. Jemison said he didn't want to run against Jackson, who is 

in his 80s,but it seemed he was "not going to ever retire." Jemison says he 
thinks the NBC voice has not been loud enough in "unemployment, politics, .and 
the whole matter of civil rights." In 1961, some of the denomination's 
congregations and leaders left to form the Progressive National Baptist . 
Convention. NBC membership estimates range between 5 and 7 million. 


82.11.08: Baptist-tdenttty 

The American Baptist Churches in the USA has an identity problem according to 
the denomination's ministry commission's executive director. Paul Madsen says 
commitment of new ministers to ABC identity is weakened because three-fifths 
of ABC clergy come from other church groups, mostly Baptist. He also said 
present trends suggest a clergy shortage ahead for the ABC. 


82.11.09: Presbytertan-stereotypes 
An agency of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA has voted to develop 
materials to help persons overcome sex, race, and age stereotypes. 


82.11.10: Europe-confessing 

About 100 participants from 17 countries attended the fourth convention of 
European Confessing Fellowships. Theme of the three-day gathering, which 
ended last month, was "Protestant Responsibility for Europe.'' The group 
condemned abortion, pornography, common-law marriage, sexual abuse of young 
people, legitimisation of homosexuality, and euthanasia. Austrian Lutheran 
Bishop Oskar Sakrausky, ECF chairman, seid Europe should turn back to God. 
He said Western Christians should demcenstrate and collect signatures on 
behalf of Soviet Christians, "the best" of whom, said another speaker, "are 
now dying in prison."' In another address, Peter Beyerhaus, director of the 
missiology and ecumenical theology institute at Tiibingen (FRG) University, 
accused the World Council of Churches of "terrible distortion of biblical 
truths." He said documents prepared for the WCC assembly next July/August 
contain "dire misrepresentations of Christology." He criticized expositions 
of "people's theology" and decried what he congiders syncretism in 
ecumenical circles. 


82.11.11: Argenttna-chureh 

New York-based Religious News Service reports that "buffeted by severe 

inflation and unemployment and six years of harsh military rule, Argentine 
workers are beginning to find in the [Roman]Catholic Church a vehicle to vent 
their frustration." In addition, RNS continues, "the once conservative hierarchy 
is responding with calls to bring back democracy and ‘rule of law.'" 
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82.11.12: France-ltfesty le 

The Roman Catholic bishops of France have Suggested that people should adopt 
simpler lifestyles, spend less on consumer goods, and give up extra jobs they 
hold in order to finance luxuries - freeing those positions for the unemployed. 
The bishops' statement, "Towards New Lifestyles") observed that "except for 
those who are poverty-stricken, the defense of one's standard of living is not 
the most urgent goal today." 


62.11.13: Chile-tortyure 

The Roman Catholic archbishop of Concepcion, Chile, says anyone proven to have 
tortured prisioners will be excommunicated. Manuel Sanchez Berguiristain's 
declaration was sent to regional authorities "to show our concern for the 
physical and psychic treatment. of the arrested people.'"' Most Chileans are at 
least nominally Roman Catholic. 


82.11.14: Greece-church/state 

Athens Archbishop Seraphim, head of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece, 

and Socialist Prime Minister Andreas Popandreou, in separate statements, have 
reported a satisfactory government-church relationship. In the months after 
last year's Papandreou electoral victory, the church strongly opposed government 
plans to introduce civil marriage. The Papandreou electoral program anticipated 
eventual church-state separation. 


82.11.15: Angola-kidnap 

Alexandre do Nascimento, Roman Catholic archbishop of Lubango in southwest 
Angola, and six nuns, were reported kidnapped last month near the Namibian 
border. South African and anti-government Angolan forces are active in the 
area. The archbishop was an active supporter of Angolan independence from 
Portugal. 


Be TE 16S "Potand=Ac 

The Soviet Union last month published what one Western news agency described 

as among the "shrillest [Soviet] attacks" on Polish Roman Catholicism, charging 

it with funding and otherwise aiding sabotage, strikes, armed uprising and 

counter revolution. The article in the weekly Literary Gazette spoke of "priests 
in churches [who] offer up frenzied prayers for arrested state criminals" and of 
"agitated parishioners [who], leaving the churches, turn into political hooligans." 


Gacii.17 Bossey—season 

The ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, located at Bossey, 

near Geneva, has begun its 3lst academic year. Its 60-plus participants come 
from more than a dozen Christian traditions round the world. Theme of this year's 
institute offerings is "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" also the theme 

of the WCC assembly next 24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 


82.11.18: Emergeney 82 

Described as "the first exhibition that covers all aspects of disaster preparedness 

and relief,"' the Emergency 82 international congress took place in Geneva last 

month [20-24 October]. Among three non-commercial exhibitors was the inter-church 

aid sub-unit (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. CICARWS Communications 

Coordinator Robin Gurney said the WCC booth "stood out" as an effort to "show 

a human face" - the people helped - amid the 100-plus exhibits of technology 

such as specialised vehicles, access equipment, communications systems, emergency 

shelters and temporary housing, field hospitals, medical and paramedical 

equipment supplies, emergency water treatment and distribution, and fire-fighting 

equipment. 
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82. Laer err Pommmada-Bec 

The international affairs division of the British Council of Churches says 
that the outlawing of the Solidarity labor movement in Poland and "the 
imposition of related repressive measures" means earlier assurances by Polish 
authorities about civil liberties and the protection of workers' rights "have 
come to nothing."' Its statement last month on “the Polish crisis" urges 
"resumption of dialogue between the government and the people" and notes that 
they "face another hard winter. Their need for food, medical supplies and 
other humanitarian aid is greater than ever." Another church statement - 
from the Paris-based Catholic Development and Anti-Hunger Committee - promises 
CDAHC support for the struggle to renew Polish society. 


82.11.20: Methodtst-aleohol 

A survey of British Methodist ministers shows theynumber who say they don't 
drink alcohol has decreased from 64.6 to 36.8 percent in the past 20 years. 
82.11.21: Closed churches ; 


Per Lénning, former [Lutheran] Church of Norway bishop of Borg, says too many 
churches in the country are closed on Sunday. In a recent article, Ldénning 
says he was once told by an official of the government ministry of church and 
education that a bishop cannot require a parish pastor to conduct more than 
one service a Sunday. "One of the reasons given was the danger that the 
sermon would be repeated, Lénning wrote. CN parishes generally include more 
that one church or other place for worship. 


82.11.22: Norway-con ference 

The annual Conference on Christian Approaches to Defence and Disarmament 
attracted 50 generals, peace activists, diplomats, peace researchers, theologians, 
and church leaders from 10 countries to Sundvollen, Norway. Reports from the 
closed meeting indicated those present were most clearly split on whether 

peace movements strengthen or weaken democracy, and also on whether disarmament 
can be initiated by a unilateral. first step from one of the world's military 
blocs. There was more agreement on the view that traditional notions of a 

just war may not fit the nuclear age. Among those addressing the CCADD meeting 
were Norway's current and former ministers of defence. 


82.11.23: Norway-anntocentests 

Amniocentesis is a procedure which makes it possible to know if a baby is 
likely to be born with any physical defects. A proposal by the Norwegian 
government to offer the procedure to all pregnant women over 38 has been 
criticized by the Council of Evangelical Churches. It predicts an increase 
in abortions as a result. The country's Federation for the Mentally Retarded 
has also objected to the plan. 


82.11.24: Norway-homosexua lity 

The Norwegian public prosecutor says the country's 1981 laws prohibiting 
discrimination against homosexuals do not rule out biblically based criticism 
of homosexuality. "It cannot be indictable to quote from the Bible," Magnar 
Flornes said, "even if the quotation is insulting. We should be extremely 
careful not to declare one interpretation of the Bible indictable." Church 
leaders and media representatives are reported generally pleased with Flornes' 
position. But General Secretary Oddbjgérn Leirvik of the Norwegian Student 
Christian Movement says religious expression should not receive special treat- 
ment in a case like this. 
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82.01.25: UK-tv 


Most of Britain's denominations have formed the British Churches' Committee for 
Channel Four scheduled to begin broadcasting this month. Unlike the British 

tv pattern to date, the new channel four has no fixed slots for religious 
programs. In addition, several UK denominations and church agencies are among 
64 voluntary bodies supporting the International Broadcasting Trust. It plans 
to supply the new channel with 22 half-hour programs next year, including a 10- 
part series, "Common Interest." Its first effort, "Lucky You, Lucky Me" is 


described as a "satirical exploration of public and media attitudes to the 
Third World." 


62.11.26: Bragtl-securtty 
Brazil's Roman Catholic bishops are urging an end to the country's law on 
national security, describing it as an "instrument of oppression" frequently 


used to "prevent just strikes, neutralise ligitimate opposition, and limit 
pastoral action by the church." 


82.11.27: dJamatea-lyrtcs 

Rome-based Inter Press Service reports that the Jamaica Council of Churches 
has expressed concern about the moral content of many songs, films and plays 
presented as entertainment. The comment came in the wake of "intense public 
debate" about lyrics of the winning song in this year's festival competition. 


The song is said by some to have lyrics with sexual connotations which demean 
women. 


62.11528: UKaenya ci ite 

Concerned about the growth of what are described as "cults and Christian 
fanatical groups"' in Kenya, its National Christian Council sponsored a seminar 
near Nairobi on the issue. Attended by more than 60 church leaders and 
theologians, it urged care about accepting foreign financial assistance and 
greater efforts to help church members avoid false teaching. It recommended 
study of the history, teachings, and methods of the groups and formation of a 
united front against them. The seminar also challenged the country's denomin 
denominations to consider whether their attitudes and actions are among factors 
leading people to join such cults. 


82.11.29: Guatemala-peasants 

The human rights commission of Pax Christi International and two other groups 
(The International Anti-Torture Association and the general secretariat of the 
Swiss League for Human Rights) reported last month that 5,000 Guatemalan peasants 
were threatened with death by government forces surrounding them and demanding 
that they blame anti-government forces for the massacre of 300 peasants in the 
Same region early last month. The announcement from the Roman Catholic peace 
group said the situation is"unhappily, not an isolated case in Guatemala" since 
the Rios Mantt Government came to power last March. A government spokesperson 
denied that the Indians are threatened by its forces. Rather, they were said 
to have asked government protection from the anti~sovernment forces. 


82.11.30: Sweden-hockey 


A Swedish ice hockey team is playing with a church emblem and slogan - a big 
red heart and a burning flame and the words "I am with you" - on its shirts 
this year. The emblem was designed by [Lutheran] Church of Sweden Bishop 
Martin Loennebo. Nonetheless, the team has not been doing well. A local 
newspaper suggests more direct church involvement, for example, by arranging 
prayers at home games. The church paid about US$ 4,000 for the chance to 
have the emblem worn. 
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82.11.31: Namtbta-DELK 

The synod of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia (DELK) - a small 
white denomination with ties to the Evengelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD) - 
has put off elections till next March or April. The postponement is an effort 
to avoid a confrontation with the EKD, which has recalled DELK Landespropst 
Gerhard Kauffenstein. He has refused to return and EKD has said it would cut 
off financial and personnel links in that case. Kauffenstein opponents say he 
opposes Namibian Lutheran unity - there are two other, large, mostly black 
Lutheran denominations in the country - on racial grounds. Earlier this year, 
six of the eight DELK board members resigned in protest of Kauffenstein's 
leadership. He is a candidate for re-election. 


82.11.32: Ethtopta-prison 


A Norwegian and a West German church agency with missionaries working with 

the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus say the president 

and other leaders of the EECMY Western Synod have been in prison since 12 
September, accused of anti-revolutionary activity. Some church prisoners have 
been tortured, they add. The central government is reported to have set up a 
commission to investigate the church's difficulties with the authorities of 
Wollega Province, where 200 of the synod's 320 church buildings are reported 
closed, and church meetings forbidden during the week. The two agencies are 
the Hermannsburg-based Lutheran Mission Agency and the Stavanger-based 
Norwegian Missionary Society. 


82.11.33: Europe-Bapttst 

The 1984 European Baptist Congress, peace issues, and developments in 
theological dialogue among different Christian traditions were chief items 

on the agenda of the annual session of the European Baptist Federation council 
which ended last month in Denia, Spain. An EBF announcement described the 
resolution on peace and disarmament as "one of its strongest and most objective 
ever." 


ECUPAST: World Church News from EPS of December 1957 ERS, 82,41 b34 


The National Christian Council of Japan complained that a government 
proposal to show films for school children on Sunday morning would "seriously 
impair Sunday school attendance throughout the nation." 


The Soviet government congratulated Patriarch Alexius of Moscow and all Russia 
on his 80th birthday. It was reportedly the first time a government leader 
addressed the patriarch as "your holiness." 


Philip Potter became executive secretary of the World Council of Churches youth 
department. [He joined the WCC staff in 1954 and is currently WCC general secretary 


There were protest against the five-year hard labour sentence given GDR- 
pastor Siegfried Schmutzler for "inciting to boycott." 


Elected leaders of the Lutheran Church in Hungary were reported replaced by 
government~appointed successors. 


A World Council of Churches aid programme through the Polish Ecumenical Council 
entered its second phase. 
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ECUTEXT: "Team Visit Communique - USSR" EPS 82.11.35 


As part of preparation for the next World Council of Churches assembly (24 July - 
10 August, Vancouver, Brittsh Columbta, Canada), about 70 ecumentcal team vistts 
have been underway since last March [EPS 82.03.78]. The following is excerpted 
from the report, co-signed by former Moderator Lots Wilson of the United Church 
of Canada and Metropolitan Philaret of Minsk and Byelorussta, chairman of the 
external church relations department of the Russtan Orthodox Church, on the 

vtstt to the USSR last month [15-18 October]. Team members came from Kenya, 
Nigerta, Costa Rica, FRG, Philippines, South Korea, Norway, Ethtopta, India, 
Papua New Guinea, Finland, Jamaica, US, Canada, and Switzerland. 


In the discussion the following topics were touched upon: the theology of the 
cross, the Orthodox veneration of icons, Christian mission, the co-operation 
of Christians with the followers of other religions and all people of good will 
for the benefit of humanity, the role of women in the education of children 
including religious education, the question of language in communicating the 
gospel, the theological and ecumenical education of women and youth, the issues 
of human rights (including religious freedom), the actual tasks and specific 


contribution of churches to the strengthening of peace and justice in the whole 
world... 


The main theme of the Vancouver assembly, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World," 
is a message of great concern to all the participants of our meeting, for its 
focuses on the need for Christians to co-operate with all people, as the one 
family of the human race, for the benefit of all peoples and nations. The notion 
of the "life of the world" includes all the problems of the struggle for social 
justice, for both men and women, equal possibilities for the development and 
cooperation in the building of a just society. 


In this context the possible contribution to the solution of these questions 

which may have a long experience of life and witness in the condition of a 
socialist secularized society which organically includes the church members and 
where Christians as well as followers of other religions and non-believers fully 
and actively participate in the development of different aspects of the life 

of the Soviet nation, has its proper role and importance. This experience enriches 
the ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches; it helps to solve the 
problems of the broken world and it helps the WCC to maintain its world expression 
and actively serve the future unity of Christians and the unity of people in 

the whole world. 


We pray that the assembly will show to the world the unity of Christians in their 
striving for the creation of a worthy style for all people, for the peaceful and 
harmonious development of all the regions in the world, for peace without 

arms among all nations. In this context the speakers stressed that it was 
important to reflect properly at the Sixth Assembly the problems of the WCC 
programme against militarism and for disarmament, since this is directly linked 
with the strengthening of the help to the developing countries in order to meet 
urgent needs of human race. 


The participants in the meeting were unanimous in their understanding of the 
importance of the visits and conversations of such kind for the witness and 
service of Churches and for the ecumenical movement in general. They consider 
such visits a useful contribution to the betterment of relations between East 
and West and the developing countries. 
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ECUVIEW: "Murals, Sexism and Evangelism" EPS 82.11.36 


The following ts excerpted from the September evange lism letter of the World 
Counctl of Churches mtsston and evangeltsm commtsston (CWME). Its author, Ana 
de Gareta, ts CWME asststant director and secretary for educatton for mtsston. 


A complex of apartment buildings close to us has striking entrances that contain 
enormous murals. These colourful paintings depict various continents and regions 
of the world. There are murals dedicated to Asia, Africa, the Pacific, the 

Andes region of South America, Europe and the United States. The artist had 
given careful attention to the inclusion of details that would immediately 
identify the region. The Andian painting had a llama, and indigenous man 
playing flute, majestic mountains, etc. After a detained look at each of the 
paintings, I was left with a restless feeling. Where and who were the women 
depicted here? Ma 


I'm not usually on the look-out for an anti-female bias. But what 1 saw in 
these murals made my heart sink. The very few women included here were either 
extremely stylized or exotic. 


Jn the painting representing Africa, I found a scarcely clad woman with elongated 
neck, staring into space. In the mural of the Pacific, I saw a flower-laden 
maiden, equally idle. In fact, this Tahitian maiden seemed to have been 

projected out of the painter Gaugin's head. Gaugin was prominently painted. He 
was the real subject of the Pacific mural. The mural representing Europe doesn't 
include a woman at all, depicting as it does, only the "giants" of European 
culture. The same or worse is true of the US mural - only a woman's legs are 
painted. 


The message that came across from these murals couldn't be more eloquent: women 
don't exist significantly. Women are incidental to historical processes. Women 
are idle. The are objects of adventurous or exotic fantasy. They are abstract. 
The African woman is like no African's mother, sister or cousin. The Tahitian 
maiden hasn*‘t had a hard day in her life. 


I thought of flesh-and-blood sisters in Latin America: the young women at the 
university who give themselves generously to solidarity actions, often 
organizing events on a national scale; my sisters in the churches who are the 
very life-blood of their communities; the women who made possible the triumph 

of the Nicaraguan revolution; the women of the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina, whose 
silent weekly march is a protest so loud that the whole world has heard it; my 
sisters who raise families and at the same time work in factories, offices, 
laboratories, classrooms, or in plantation. The paintings betrayed them. The 
paintings betrayed all women everywhere... 


If we look for a reason for the unfairness of the murals, a benevolent (male) 
reader may argue that the distortion is simply unconscious, that no evil is 
intended. But for those of us concerned about evangelism, this is precisely the 
point. We know that unconsciousness and oversight play an important part in 
personal and structural sin. 


The lack of recognition of women and their inherent value as equal parttakers of 
the"Imagio Dei" is a very subtle blindness. It is subtle enough to have become 

one of the most resilient. It is as rampant in the church as in society. In the 
Christian community, we are in disgrace because half of our members are marginalize 
both in theory and in practice. This blindness and hardness of heart stands under 
judgement as a sin that impoverishes the gospel. How many potentialities for 
evangelism are lost because of the marginalization of women? 
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ECUVIEW: "Human Rights & Biblical Revelation — Some Questions" EPS 82.11.37 


The following ts excerpted from a presentation by Martin Stohr, of Arnoldshatn 
Evangelteal Academy, Sehmitten, FRG. Stéhr spoke to a consultatton on 
"Chrtsttantty, Human Rights, and Confidence Butlding" last month tn Bucharest, 
Romanta [3-7 October; EPS 82.10.75]. 


Can the church within one European country exercise a prophetic function with 
another European country? If so, how is this to be done? Is the diplomatic 
rule of non-interference valid at this point? Is it possible to build up an 
ecumenical network that comforts and admonishes, across state frontiers, without 
regard to social systems? 


Can the church of one country or social system become an advocate and inter- 
preter of human beings in another country and its social system? If so, how? 


May a Christian, may a church, only engage in favour of the rights of others? 
Or only in favour of the rights of other Christians? May churches and 
Christians also struggle for their own rights? When does this apply? What are 
the criteria? 


If, as it is said, the interdependence between different parts of the world in 
our time and the (controlled) structuring of all phases of life creates a feeling 
of powerlessness among many and if, as part of a defensive mechanism, 
individuals retreat into the private sphere, it must be asked what small steps 
individual Christians and the churches can take, in order to assure 

individual and institutional human rights through action which frees and which 
creates peace and justice. 


What reasons speak 


a) for or against the thesis that only after a successful and comprehensive 
order of peace and détente individual human rights can be implemented? 


b) for or against the thesis that only the implementation of the rights of 
individuals and minorities belong to the task of Christians and churches,but 
not the design of an order of peace and its social and economic under- 
pinnings? 


If Christians and churches are the seismographs which register the human-made 
vibrations and dangers to the image of God among human beings, each member of 
the working groups should describe and analyse an illustration from his/her own 
country and another illustration from some other country, which constitute 
present-day threat to the "image of God". 
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ECUVIEW: "An Ecumenical Human Rights Movement" EPS 82.14.38 


The following is excerpted from a presentation by Swiss Reformed theologian 
Theodor Leuenberger, to an tnternational colloquium of "Christtantty, Human 
Rights, and Confidence Butlding" which met tn Bucharest, Romanta, last month 
[3~-7..0Oetober, EPS 62.10.75]. 


A truly ecumenical human rights movement is going to have to do everything in 
order to develop the still basically western body of international law and 
human rights into a universal system of international law covering the needs 
of the Second, Third and Fourth Worlds. We must keep the global framework in 
mind, and assume that the age of classical European international law is 
actually over. 


An ecumenical human rights movement will have to seek dialogue with the 

different regions of the world, with philosophies and international organisations, 
for it is here that something like a "pre-juridical" form of a global society 

has to develop. Such forms of community are extremely important for the 
development of law. Law is too easily reduced to the role of preserving and 
protecting. It is vital for the Third World in particular to give greater 
emphasis to the productive functions of international law. 


Global society is too complex to allow the imposition of western norms. If 
standards are to be effective they must be in harmony with the dynamics of 
existing processes. Such transideological, transcultural and transnational 
codes are today involved in the tedious process of emergence. It is necessary 
for the different cultures and regions to articulated their legal and cultural 
awareness more clearly and to feed it into universal norms. 


The contrasts and contradictions here are huge. For all that, the general 
interdependence of the world now no longer allows the isolation of problems 

and conflicts. The whole of global society is determined by the same technological 
and economic dynamics, and the process of internationalisation is progressing 
inexorably. 


Everything now depends on the ability of the West, the East and the South to 

deal appropriately with such complex and many-layered realities, i.e.with a 

host of different realities. In an age of increasing interdependence the challenge 
lies in perceiving this host of differing realities and processes as accurately 

as possible. There are as many different realities as there are societies and 
cultures. 


Our own and foreign conceptions and interpretations of the world are being more 
consciously examined from the angle of their historical setting and conditioning 
factors. Intercultural research into development seeks to draw up "ethno- 
pluralistic world models", which acknowledge, rather than gloss over, historical 
and cultural disparity. Only thus can the confrontation between different 
global systems, and the exponents of world-views, be fruitful. 


In this process of confrontation it is becoming increasingly clear that the 
officially proclaimed divergencies often no longer correspond to the real ones. 
The ideological dividing lines between world-views are not as straight as they 
are theoretically held to be....In fact, world-views in East and West, in North 
and South, have been almost hopelessly left behind by the present moves towards 
interdependence in Europe, the Arab world and Africa, likewise in the Pacific 
and Australasia. Technological and economic universality confronts stagnating 
world-view particularism..... 
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Executive officers of global agencies representing more than a 
dozen Christtan traditions hold their annual conference and focus 
on church untty. 


After a two-week vistt, an tnternattonal church team urges US 
churches to push for a "new ecunentsm". 


Presbytertans tn Ghana appeal to the country's leaders to 
tnvesttgate attacks on "innocent ctttzens". 


What ts described as the number-two post in world Anglicanism, 
secretary-—general of the London-based Anglican Consultative 
Counetl, ts to be filled beginning next year by a US priest. 


The government comntsston investigating the South African Council 
of Churches resumes its public hearings and focuses on finance 
and consctenttous objection to milttary service. 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts interested in coptes of the following sttuatton reports 
from the World Counetl of Churches Commisston on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service may request them from the Secretary for 
Emergency and Rehabilitatton Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20: 


1) Zambta - Imusho Reltef (27 October) 


2) Ethtopta - Drought and Displaced Persons (no. 9, 26 October) 


CHRISTIAN COMMUNION Ecumenical Press 
REPRESENTATIVES MEET Service 82.11.39 


GENEVA (EPS) - Visible Christian unity was a major theme at the annual meeting, 
here late last month [26-28 October], of executive officers of global agencies 
representing more than a dozen Christian traditions. 


Participants in the 26th annual conference of secretaries of Christian World 
Communions came from international Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Anglican, Reformed, Methodist, Baptist, Adventist, Quaker, Salvation Army,Mennonite, 
Brethren, Evangelical, and Disciples organisations. More specifically, their 

church union reflections focused on roles and relationships of CWCs, uniting 


and united churches (UUCs), and the World Council of Churches in a common 
ecumenical effort. 


In a major presentation to the conference, WCC Faith and Order Executive 
Secretary Michael Kinnamon outlined two sets of CWC-UUC issues - those "for 
the most part 'resolved'" and other "points of tension" which "emphasize 
different aspects of the search for Christian unity." 


Kinnamon spoke of general agreement that "locally united churches and CWCs are 
both parts of the one ecumenical movement," and that "there is not, and 

cannot be, a uniform pattern of relationships between united churches and 
CWCs.'"" He also noted that "many CWCs are officially committed to support 
efforts towards local church union." 


On the other hand, the US Disciples theologian observed disagreements, at 

least in emphasis, on such questions as the relative importance of visible 
church unity on the local level, in contrast with wider approaches, as, for 
instance, in official international theological dialogue between representatives 
of two or more Christian traditions. 


Another point at issue is the degree to and form in which distinctive elements 
of the current Christian traditions would or should persist as the church 
visibly reunites. There is, Kinnamon said, some tension between emphases on 
"transformation and continuity." 


Kinnamon made a third point under the heading "commitment and consensus" - 
the stress on trust by some and on doctrinal agreement by others as the "more 
essential to church union." 


Participants’ responses to Kinnamon's presentation varied from partial to 
general agreement, including different assessments of what changes of structure 
and attitude might be necessary for reunion. The group did agree with a 
recommendation from a world UUC consultation late last year that UUC and CWC 
representatives should meet together under WCC auspices. 


In other action, the conference: 


- Chose World Methodist Council General Secretary Joe Hale to chair the 
conference from 1982-84, succeeding World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
General Secretary Edmond Perret. Secretary B.B. Beach of the the General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists continues as CWC conference secretary. 


- Asked the WCC Faith & Order Secretariat to continue coordinating the Forum 
for Bilateral Dialogues, especially with a FBD conference planned for next 
Qctober. 


~ Heard reports on inter-church partnership in mission, religious liberty 
developments around the world, and preparations for the WCC assembly next 
24 July-10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


- Honored retiring Anglican Consultative Council Secretary General John Howe. 
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CHURCH TEAM Ecumenical Press 
IN US VISIT Service 82.11.40 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - Following a two-week visit to the US, church leaders from 
a dozen countries have asked US churches to push for "a new ecumenism... 
bigger than our own town,...ecumenical in the global sense." 


After spending time in 20 southern, southwestern, and midwestern US cities, the 
group also urged greater "advocacy for responsible social policy". The visitors 
added that they "do not exempt ourselves from criticisms" and promised to take 
their challenges to US Christians back to their own churches and countries. 


The visit was among about 70 around the world planned in connection with the 
sixth assembly of the World Council of Churches, next 24 July - 10 August in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The team visited church councils, 
denominational leaders, congregations and community organisations, and also 
stopped at the White House and the US foreign affairs department. Two more 
US visits are planned, in January and April. 


The group said US church attempts to feed, clothe, house and otherwise aid 

needy persons seem "to be treating the symptoms and not getting to the cause," to 
be operating "on the aspirin level." Instead, it said churches "must face the 
fact that they have a tremendous amount of power and should use it properly... 

to put pressure on the government to pursue acceptable social policies." 


It asked,''Are you afraid to change the system because you are so much part of 
the system yourselves with your wealth, your affluence, and your great invest- 
ment in property?" 


The group said it found "in the midst of this wealthy First World country 
conditions of poverty, squalor, deprivation and hunger that we would normally 
expect to find in the least developed parts of the world." This included learning 
that in a poor area's health center the five diseases most commonly treated are 
the same as in developing countries, headed by malnutrition. 


The effects of poverty, it said, "are made so much worse by the pervading evil 
of racism which we found to be still firmly engrained in the society at every 
point," and often not recognized. It expressed sadness about "the grip which 
racism has on the churches themselves."" Integration "is not the real point," 

it added, but cooperation across racial lines to deal with poverty and injustice 
where "black churches as well as white are not doing all they can." 


Churches seem to be “indifferent to the plight" of refugee and minority groups, 
the visitors said. They criticized "the way in which the U S_ government is 
applying the law about economic and political refugees." 


The group said it is encouraged by efforts for peace but feels "many people 
still have not realized the gravity of the nuclear threat." It especially 
urged that black and white groups need to see the connection between justice 


issues and peace issues and not work on them separately. The visitors expressed 
surprise and pleasure at the amount of Roman Catholic participation in local 
‘councils and other ecumenical activities. 
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GHANA PRESBYTERIANS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL TO GOVERNMENT Service 82.11.41 


BAWKU, Ghana (EPS) - The 53rd synod of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has 
urged the country's Provisional National Defense Council to investigate 

several examples of "brutal murder, assault and kidnapping of some innocent 
citizens,'' since the 31 December 1981 revolution brought the PNDC to power. 


The synod communique added its assurance of support for the PNDC "insofar as 
they pursue justice, truth and respect for human life...But the church shall... 
continue to remind them about any lapses in achieving these ideals." 


The Presbyterian representatives alsonoted "with concern that instead of our 
revolutionary leaders finding ways of feeding a hungry nation, we are rather 
subjected to vain ideological and verbal warfare which could generate 
indifference and hostility which could send the nation further into the abyss 

of squalid poverty and starvation." They urged the PNDC to "adopt a more sober 
and realistic approach...We would appreciate if our revolutionary leaders would 
recognise the humble contributions which the churches have made, and are making 
and can make further to improve the life of the people." 


In other parts of its communique to the PNDC, the synod lamented "vandalism 
and violence" and the "ever rising increase in prices of all basic commodities." 


PCG Moderator I.H. Frempong, in his address to the opening of the synod, 

urged the PNDC to release all political detainees. During a press conference, 
he urged the media to help break down artificial barriers of mistrust, 
disharmony, ill feeling and indolence among Ghanaians. 


Also addressing the synod was a regional PNDC representative. He urged the 
church to help the PNDC carry out an economic and agricultural transformation 
of the country. 


In another action, the synod said all PCG leaders "must be wary of associating 
themselves with secret societies whose social image appears to be rather 
negative in the opinion of many people despite some positive values which 

they purport to pursue." It added that "all pastors and church agents who 

are lodge members must sign a declaration as to who should bury them at 

death - the lodges or the church." 


EPS 
NEW SECRETARY GENERAL Ecumenical Press 
NAMED FOR ANGLICANISM Service 82.11.42 


LONDON (EPS) - What has been described as the number-two post (after the 
archbishop of Canterbury) in world Anglicanism is to be filled from the 
beginning of next year by a US priest. 


Samuel Van Culin, executive for world mission of the [US] Episcopal Church, 
succeeds Scottish Episcopal Bishop John Howe as secretary general of the 
Anglican Consultative Council. Howe is retiring from the post after 14 years. 


Speaking of his new position, Van Culin noted that it is "not a position of 
jurisdiction. It is a position of service. It is not a position of authority, 
it is a position of partnership . and mutuality.'"' He said the ACC has an 
ecumenical task to "focus as much energy and co-operation as possible on the 
task of seeking the unity of the universal church, which is God's will." 


EPS 


SA COMMISSION FOCUSES ON Ecumenical: Press 
CHURCH COUNCIL FINANCES Service 82.11.43 


PRETORIA (EPS) Public hearings by the Eloff Commission, the government inquiry 
into affairs of the South African Council of Churches, resumed following a 
month's recess. One focus is a 246-page financial report on the SACC from 
1975-81. . 


The report, by accountant J.J. Wessels of the firm Theron and van der Poel, 
deals with alleged irregularities and lack of proper record-keeping. It 
says there has been improvement since 1980, but records were igttbk 
unsatisfactory" to the end of last year. 


Also included are details of SACC financing during the period. Of SACC income 
of SAR 20,296,166, less than one percent (SAR 209,853) came from within the 
country. Of donations of SAR 17,475,013, 97 percent came from overseas, more 
than half (52.6 percent) from FRG (West Germany), largely from the Evangelical 
Church in Germany and related organisations. 


SACC contributions from the Geneva-based World Council of Churches were about 
a tenth of the total. Other country totals were Denmark (17 percent), Netherlands 
(6.5percent), US (3 percent), and UK (2.5 percent). 


The hearing is expected to adjourn this month, to resume in late January. Also 
scheduled for this round.were two theological witnesses to discuss the question 
of conscientious objection to military service. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS &2.11.44-45 


82.11.44: RC-Methodist 

The two US bishops who jointly chair the official, international Roman Catholic- 
Methodist theological dialogue said after the group's session in Switzerland 

last month that "while there is further need for continued discussions around 
our understanding of the sacraments and the church, both Catholics and Methodists 
see the church as God's living sign in and to the world of God's saving act in 
Jesus Christ...The church is sacramental in nature," continued Baltimore 
Auxiliary Bishop J. Francis Stafford (Roman Catholic) and North Carolina Bishop 
William R. Cannon (United Methodist), "and the sacraments, whether they be two 

or seven, point to God's redeeming act for us in Jesus Christ." 


82.11.45: OC-women 

The international [Old Catholic] Bishops Conference says "a permanent diaconate 
for women in the same manner as for men is possible in principle and desirable 

in many places," though "the office of this diaconate and the rite of ordination 
will still have to be clarified. Once these clarifications have been settled. 
within the IBC," the statement continues, "the member churches of the Union of 
Utrecht will be free to introduce such a diaconate.'' The IBC groups leaders of 
churches in communion with the Old Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht, Netherlands. 
The bishops met following the 23d international Old Catholic Congress, in Vienna, 
where one focus of attention was a view of Old Catholicism as an alternative to 
catholicism represented by Rome. Old Catholic roots are in three small 
secessions from Roman Catholicism - in the early 18th century in the Netherlands, 
in the latter 19th century in Switzerland, Germany, and Austria, and at the end 
of the 19th century in North America (which now also includes bishops in 

Poland). 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.11.46-53 
82.11.46: NGK-interractal 

The recent general synod of the white South African Dutch Reformed Church 
[NGK] has rejected by a large margin any change in the country's immorality 
law, which, among other things, prohibits interracial marriage or sexual 
relations [See also EPS 82.11.01] 


82.11.47: El Salvador—sermon 

The Roman Catholic leadership of El Salvador, in a sermon in San Salvador 
cathedral said to reflect its views, has charged that the government is 
trying to "eliminate all possibility of dialogue in the country" by taking 
action against five leaders of the Democratic Revolutionary Front, an 
organisation of groups opposed to the current administration. Recent 
inconclusive government and anti-government military actions said priest 
Jésus Delgado, point to the need for a reconciliation and dialogue between 
the parties in conflict. 


BP otl 48: Creatton-study 

The Institute for Ecumenical Research, in Strasbourg, has announced a new 
study project on "creation - an ecumenical challenge". The study is to focus 
on three areas - an analysis of the view of creation which appears in 
confessional documents of various Christian traditions, an analysis of 
contemporary church positions insofar as they reflect some understanding of 
creation, and an application of these views to the contemporary social 
question of environmental protection. The IER is associated with the Geneva- 
based Lutheran World Federation. 


82.11.49: Sweden-deve lopment 

This year's Swedish Ecumenical Development Week [14-21 November] has the theme 
"Acting and Trading for Freedom" ("Handla f6r frihet"), and includes emphasis 
on living without weapons and what the poor have to share with the rich. 


82.11.50: Ban extended 

The South African banning order against Beyers Naude, an outspoken white 
Reformed opponent of apartheid (race separation) has been extended for three 
more years. In effect for five years. It was to expire 31 October. A banned 
person's freedom of association and movement is severely curtailed and he 

or she may not be quoted in the media. The government order was criticized 

by church leaders and opposition politicians. The banning of another apartheid 
critic, Anglican priest David Russell, was also to expire 31 October.-It has not 
been extended. 

O2n biwds,, wCopitrexpope 

The Roman Catholic Cardinal-Archbishop of Vienna,Franz Konig, is reported to be 
the first overseas visitor for Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Pope and Patriarch 
Shenouda III since he took up residence in a desert monastery in September 1981. 
The pope's move to the monastery came in connection with government action against 
what were described as extremist threats to national unity [1981 EPS no.25]. 
Most of those detained then have since been released. 


82.11.52: Ireland-condemnatton 
Irish Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, and Anglican leaders have condemned recent 
terrorist killings in Northern Ireland. 


82.11.53: Nuclear waste 
The Japanese Roman Catholic bishops' commission on justice and peace has 
condemned the dumping of nuclear waste in the Pacific. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.11.54-59 
82.11.54: Botswana-ecumenical 

After more than a dozen years, an unusual ecumenical community in southern . 
Africa is getting new pastoral leadership. Since June 1970 English Anglican 
priest Ronald Wynne has been ministering among Hambukushu refugees in Etsha, 
northwest Botswana. The new Etsha congregations have an ecumenical, not a 
denominational, identity, but Botswana church leaders have agreed that the 
Hambukushu Christians are full members of all the denominations which make up 
the country's council of churches (except Roman Catholic Church). Wynne is 
now retiring. Five persons - two from New Zealand, two from the US, and one 
from the Netherlands - have responded to anappeal to continue the pastoral 
leadership, to help with what Wynne describes as "building an ecumenical 
community as part of a traditional African society within.a New Testament 
Ssituation.'' He expects that by the end of their seven-year commitment, 
Hambukushu leaders will assume full responsibility for it. 


62.lisoo:s outley-Obut 

Church musician Erik Routley died unexpectedly in his sleep last month while 
on a lecture tour in Nashville, Tennessee, US. Professor of church music at 
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, New Jersey, US, Routley was aminister 
of the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom. He was almost 65. 


82.11.56: France-eucharist 

Representatives of the Inter-Orthodox Bishops'Committee in France and the 
Protestant Federation of France met last month [21 October] to discuss the 
eucharist in their traditions. A report on the gathering says the discussion 
demonstrated that the "differences are less marked than one might have thought". 
Dialogue is to be pursued on such issues as the connection between the 
celebration of the eucharist and Christian service in the world, cultural and 
historical influences on theological expression,and the Bible as norm for 
theology. 


82.11.57: Indta-slumdwellers 

A national forum on problems of Indian slumdwellers has been set up following 
a three-day conference of representatives of 33 voluntary agencies at the 
Ecumenical Christian Centre in Bangalore, location of the forum's coordinator's 
office. The forum is to aid slumdwellers to organise at regional, state, 

and national levels to further their cause. A report from the meeting says 

it "highlighted the inhuman urban land legislation, the apathy of the bureaycracy 
and the intimidation by the police...which harass the slumdwellers. The 
political parties, which consider the slums as instant vote-banks, contribute 
only to negative political processes in the slums. '’The slumdweller himself} 

it adds, "is by no means above corruption, for the traditional leadership in 
the slums tends to be exploitative." 


82. LTVO8 Y NoArcaces 

The ecumenical Church in Community Coalition is urging New Zealanders benefitting 
substantially from new tax rates and rebates to recycle some of their extra 
income to people trying to house themselves and find work. The CCC is 

supported by the NZ Roman Catholic justice commission, National, Council of 
Churches’ church and society commission and Ecumenical Secretariat Development. 


82.11.59: Spatn -study 4. : 
A Spanish Roman Catholic report, issued on the eve of Pope John Paul's visit 
to Spain this month, outlines several aspects of what it considers a grave 
crisis of faith among Spaniards most of whom are at least nominally Roman 
Catholic. It speaks of a de-Christianising of Spain, though it concludes that 
there are "probably" more believers than doubters in the country. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.11.60-65 


82.11.60: USSR-Lutheran 

Following a visit to Lutheran congregations in central Asian sections of the 
Soviet Union, Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Carl Mau reports 
their "clear desire...to be in closer contact with each other...and to have 
more contact with Christians all over the world." The congregations, made up 
of ethnic Germans, are the remnants of the Lutheran Church of Russia, which 
went out of existence as a formal structure in the 1930s. Since 1976, LWF 
representatives have visited the congregations each year. Mau noted "an 

urgent need for Bibles, hymnals, occasional service books and other liturgical 
material, as well as materials for Christian education, sermon helps, leadership 
training, theological education and the like" among the congregations. He also 
observed a "positive development in the ability of the congregations to carry 
out their work, and a continued improvement in their relations to government 
authorities." 


82.11.61: Georgtan Orthodox 

Paris-based Orthodox Press and Information Service (SOP) reports an 
"intensification of religious repression" against the Georgian [USSR] Orthodox 
Church. The SOP report draws heavily on a long protest letter from Zviad 
Gamsakhourdia. SOP also says the recent congress of the Soviet republic's 
Communist Party complained of growth of Georgian Orthodox seminary enrollment, 
religious marriages, and pacifist sentiments among the young. SOP estimates 
that the Georgian church currently has about 40 houses of worship open, 
compared with 1500 60 years ago. SOP is published under the auspices of the 
Inter-Orthodox Bishops' Committee in France. 


82.11.62: Romantan-priests 

Paris-based Orthodox Press and Information Service (SOP) reports that three 
Romanian Orthodox priests have been forbidden to exercise their ministry. They 
and two other priests signed a June 1981 protest to Romanian Orthodox Patriarch 
Justin against what they described as repressions and difficulties suffered 

by the church there. 


82.11.63: Canada-Lutheran 

Startup date for a proposed united Lutheran denomination in Canada has been 
put back a year - to January 1986. Chief sticking point at the meeting last 
month in Saskatoon of representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Canada and the Lutheran Church in America - Canada Section was the number of 
regional units for the new body. The merger commission meets again next 26-29 
January in Winnipeg. 

82.11.64: France-survey 

A new survey of the French people says about four-fifths of them consider 
themselves Roman Catholics, but about half think the church is out of date. 
Release of the poll came when the country's Roman Catholic bishops said during 
a conference that both the church structure as a whole and its priests are in 
great financial difficulty. Other poll responses, in the Christian magazine 
"Panorama Today,'' indicate that seven people in 10 think priests should be able 
to marry and almost half favor ordination of women. Almost half said the 
church has little impact on their religious beliefs. 


82.11.65: Italy-Mafia 

Sicily's Roman Catholic bishops have reaffirmed a 1944 decision that Mafia 
members committing or participating in a crime are thereby automatically 
excommunicated. Bishops of the Calabria region have also condemned the 
organisation, as an "ignoble scourge of society," and a sign of"socio-economical 
and cultural retreat." 
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ECUVIEW: "The Task of the Churches in Western Europe". EPS 82.11.66 


The following ts excerpted from a presentation by NWinan Koshy, World Counctl of 
Churches tnternattonal affairs dtrector. He spoke at a eonference on "the 
future of democracy and the responstbtltty of the churches" last month [8-12 
Oetober] tn Interlaken, Switzerland [EPS 82.10.79] 


Two different logics are at work among the nations of Europe; one is the logic 

of integration and the other the logic of diversity. While promoting supra- 
national forum for the management of their common interests, different historical 
traditions, political customs and divergent national structures weigh heavily 
upon these countries. So there is an undecided balance between the logic of 
intergration and the logic of diversity. 


Any discussion on Western European unity has to take seriously the nature of 
West Europe's relationship with the US. One cannot deny the general impression 
that economic and political policies of Western Europe with regard to the third 
world are often subservient to those of the US. It is often difficult to find 

a West European policy as distinct from that of the US. I do not deny that 
there are differences of opinion and even tensions in the Western alliance. But 
in most cases policies with regard to the third world are commonly pursued by 
the US and Western Europe with the domination of the US. 


Western European economy is characterized by the free market system. This goes 
to the very heart of the present international economic order. Here I will 
quote somebody from the North. Judith Hart, former British minister for 
development said about the free market system: "Mind you it is only free for 
the powerful and it is only a market for the rich and it is a chaos rather 

than a system"... 


Any discussion on Western Europe has also to deal with East-West relations. 
These relations are sometimes described in terms of mutual threat. Tensions 
in Europe and in the world as a whole are built around this mutual threat. But 
this needs more clear analysis. There has been relative peace in the European 
theatre after the end of the Second World War. But the third world has been the 
scene of most of world's violence since 1945. The cost of upheaval and 
destruction has been tremendous. Many of the conflicts in the third world 
have been originated there itself. But some have been transferred to there 
from outside. On some there has been the super-imposition of the East-West 
conflict. Sometimes struggles for justice and dignity by the people of the 
third world are distorted by perceiving them as part of East-West struggle. 
Western Europe's relationship with Eastern Europe is a matter of crucial 
Significance to the third world. 


A word about the role of the churches: The question of the relationship of the 
European churches to European institutions is a very important one. But I think 
that a prior question ought to be asked. What is the role of these churches at 
the national level and in relation to the national political institutions? Do 
they give the impression of supporting the ideology of status quo and of providing 
the religious sanctions and spiritual aroma for the establishment and its power 
structures? Or do they take a critical approach? 


The question of church unity also is relevant in the context of the discussion 
on the witness of West European churches at the level of West Eruope. I hope it 
will not be the widening of the Christian ghetto or a united front to save the 
establishment but a real unity achieved through partnership in mission, that is 
unity through common response to Christ present and acting in Europe today. When 
the churches give more consideration to the function of the church in the 
contemporary world they may have greater illumination about the centre of the 
church itself. 
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ECUVIEW: “Letter from Oslo" EPS 82.11.67 


It was brewing as the previous "Letter from Oslo" [82.07.92] was written, and 
has become clearer since: the swing in Norway's traditionally staunch support 
for the state of Israel, following the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in June. 

The still unsettled Israeli role in the September massacres of Palestinians 

in West Beirut has added to the suspicion here that Menachem Begin's leadership 
might not be the best for Israel at the moment. 


However, recent public opinion polls indicate that the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation is not gaining the foothold-Begin has lost in Norway over the 
last months. Most probably, Norwegians are now increasingly seeing that the 
Middle East conflict cannot be settled without finding solutions acceptable 
both to Israel and the Palestinians. 


This more pragmatic stand is now also defended by leaders of Norway's Christian 
Democratic Party. Contributing to spread this attitude among Norwegians in 
general have probably also been the large number of Norwegians who have served 
in the UN forces in southern Lebanon, UNIFIL, since 1978. 


Besides the labour movement, church people and Christian groups are among 
Israel's staunchest supporters in Norway. Despite small groups like Christians 
for Palestine (Kristne for Palestina), many active church people still tend to 
think of contemporary Israel and its actions as fulfillments of Old Testament 
prophecies. 


Israel's Lebanon campaign this year has caused frustration among people here 
wanting to stick to a fundamentalist understanding of the Bible on the question 
of modern Israel. Some of their leaders, as General Secretary Per Faye Hansen 
of the Scandinavian Carmel Institute, an Oslo-based organisation running 
churches and information centres in Israel, seem only more convinced that the 
state of Israel should have the full support of Christians abroad. Recently, 
Faye-Hansen said "theologians and Arabs" are enemies of Israel. 


Others, such as the Norwegian Mission to Israel and Leif Michelsen, a conservative 
theology teacher in Bergen, are emphasising the need to read the Old Testament 

in the light of the New. Enjoying the confidence of large groups belonging to 

the voluntary organisations within the Church of Norway, Pastor Michelsen says 

it is impossible to think that modern Israel is always acting out God's will. 


In August, Norway's leading Christian writer and commentator Hallvard Rieber- 
Mohn, died at the age of 60. Lutheran by birth, he became Roman Catholic in 
his youth and entered the Dominican order. From the early 1950s, this 
minority-church priest came to play a more central Christian role in larger 
parts of society here than any representative of the majority Church of Norway. 


2 


Facing the dwindling daylight of Nordic late autumn, before snow again will 
brighten our days, church people here may expect some pieces of news even in 
bleak November. The assembly of Church of Norway diocesan councils gathers, 
probably for the last time before the church gets its general synod. The ten 
Church of Norway diocesan bishops meet for their autumn session, followed by 
the usual media expectations for a word or two from the church. Preparations 
for the new diocese of Mére, on the west coast, are moving ahead. And Bérre 
Knudsen, a parish pastor who is protesting Norway's liberal abortion law by 
refusing to perform his duties as a civil servant, has a new round in court. 
Earlier this year, a county court acquitted Knudsen against government claims 
he should leave his Balsfjord vicarage, near Troms¢. 


Qivind ~stang (editor, Church of Norway Information Service) 
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ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" EPS 82.11.68 


Recent events have brought the most painful days in living memory for Christian- 
Jewish relations. The tension is felt keenly here because the US has the 

the largest Jewish community in the world, and it is centered in New York. 
Though individual Jews decried the invasion of Lebanon, Jews as a community 

gave Israel fervent support and bristled at criticism from church sources. 

Some success in the search for understanding, if not agreement, was reported 
after President James Armstrong and other officials of the National Council 

of Churches met with Jewish leaders in August. (They also met with some 
Palestinians.) 


Into an atmosphere already tense came the announcement that the pope would 

meet with Yasser Arafat (15 September), then news of the (16-18 September) massacres 
at Sabra and Shatila. Bishop Francis Mugavero of Brooklyn, moderator of the | 
US Roman Catholic secretariat for Jewish relations, was deluged with telegrams 

of Jewish protest against the Arafat meeting. While defending the pope's action 
Mugavero expressed sympathy for the hurt felt by Jews. But other Catholics 

reacted angrily when Jews charged that, in meeting Arafat, the pope endorsed 
terrorism and therefore incurred responsibility for killings by the (Maronite 
Catholic) Phalangists, and later for the death of a child in the Rome synagogue 
bombing. 


Mainline Protestants have long been taking Middle East positions that disturb 
Jews. After the massacres, this trend was carried to new lengths by the two 
top officials of the United Presbyterian Church--Moderator James Costen and 
Stated Clerk William Thompson--in a call for suspension of all US aid to Israel 
economic as well as military. But by then many Jews were themselves torn over 
whether to continue upholding the Begin government, and on 24 September a group 
of prominent rabbis called for investigation of the massacres. 


Lutheranism in the US is now moving toward a new era in its history, but with 
considerable uncertainty about what that era will be like. In September, three 
denominations voted in separate conventions to move toward creation of a new 
united church, perhaps by 1988. But while progressing toward unity for two- 
thirds of US Lutherans, they could accentuate the cleavage between themselves 
and the conservative Lutherans of the Missouri Synod, who even now refuse "altar 
and pulpit fellowship" with them. 


Another uncertainty is how the new church will relate to Christians outside 
Lutheranism. An ecumenical spirit was evident in September as three Lutheran 
conventions approved a limited form of eucharistic sharing with US Anglicans. 
Dorothy Marple, assistant to Lutheran Church in America Bishop James Crumley, 
says she expects the new church to be strongly ecumenical, but its NCC member- 
ship cannot be assumed. The LCA belongs to it and the World Council of Churches, 
but the American Lutheran church only to the WCC. The third, small, denomination 
involved belongs to neither. ALC Presiding Bishop David Preus advocates a new 
US ecumenical body of wider membership, a proposal with little apparent prospect 
of success. 


People associated with conciliar ecumenism are nonetheless looking for ways 

to act more effectively and present their case more persuasively. They have 
felt somewhat under siege lately as a result of a Reader's Digest article 
assailing WCC racism grants, reports of other journalistic blows in the 
making and battles with a coalition of conservative evangelicals and political 
neoconservatives who formed the Institute for Religion and Democracy last 
year. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
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ECUVIEW: "Rethinking Church Unity in Hong Kong" HpSepect 1.09 


The following ts excerpted from an article by Philip Lam, executive secretary 
of the communtcattons centre of the Hong Kong Christtan Counctl. 


-.-Today is not the right time for us to talk about church organic union in 
Hong Kong. But surely it is the right time for us to talk about church unity 
and to talk about it in a more practical way. It is from this point of view 
that I would like to put the following agenda for us Christians to contemplate. 


iy Though the theological imperative does not create church organic union, 
we still need the right theological perspective. The work of the church 
is always based on theological assumptions. A deeper theological under- 
standing of church unity is the first step toward a willingness to consider 
and an acceptance of church unity... 


oa Books on the theme of church unity are seldom seen in Chinese. Though 
we need not change our printing priorities, church publishing houses could 
help the situation by producing one book on the theme of church unity each 
year. This would be a great contribution to the future of the church here... 


a Church unity, if it is not understood at the grassroots level, has no 
meaning at all. Church leaders in Hong Kong are now more open to the idea 
of unity. The difficulty of promoting church unity is not, therefore, at 
the leadership level, but at the parish level. The view of the minister 
of a local: congregation is more or less provincial... His loyalty to his own 
denomination is sometimes demonstrated by pointing a critical finger at 
others... 


4. A common interpretation of communion, baptism, the ministry, and the means 
of grace, would be a giant step forward. If this sounds a bit too 
difficult, then the advocacy of the mutual acceptance of each other's 
communion and baptism and the exchange of pulpits might be good starting 
points. The power of a symbol is usually stronger than a thousand words. 


a. History has proved that self-support is the first step towards organic 
church unity. To be financially independant of foreign mission support 
is a historical demand. In Hong Kong today, it seems to also have become 
a political imperative. Fortunately, most churches in Hong Kong today 
have already achieved this goal. A few newcomers might have to struggle 
to do so. The same goes for church organizations. 


6. Besides financial linkage, a few churches or church organizations still 
have missionary administrators. Again, it would be a wise choice to 
train local people to take up these responsibilities. This is not a 
theological must, but a historical one. 


T Church unity always needs a strong ecumenical body to promote it, and 
strong leadership to forge the movement. In the absence of a charismatic 
leader, varieties of cooperation is a good strategy. 


8. Some of the social services which have been developed by the churches are 
no longer an expression of church unity. This is partly because individual 
denominations are running the same kinds of services. At the same time, 
there is now less demand on the churches to financially support them. 

This fact loosens the churches' commitment and subsequently, the church 
becomes an outsider to the services given. New projects or large scale 
projects whose very existence depends on the churches have to be developed 
if we wish social service to be an expression of church unity... 
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ECUVIEW: ‘Chinese Christianity Since 1977" EPS 82.11.70 


The following ts a summary of key stages tn the restoratton of public Christian 
Life and work in China. It ts based on a paper prepared by the Tao Fong Shan 
Ecumenteal Center tn Hong Kong. An arttele about tt appears tn the November 

One World, magazine of the World Counetl of Churches. 


Late 1977: The first signs are seen of some official flexibility about religion, 
with public discussion and the establishment of both the Institute for the Study 
of World Religions and the Chinese Association for Atheism, which affirms that 
"religion can have a revolutionary content". 


February 1978: Six Christians are among 16 religious leaders at a national 
political conference, indicating the end of the Cultural Revolution's exclusion 
of religion. 


May 1978: Reports of an article in China denying the need for uniform public 
opinion and quoting Mao on the freedom to hold various.opinions and to advocate 
theism or atheism. 


July 1978: China Islamic Association re-established. (By the end of the year 
a number of mosques, and Buddhist monasteries, have been opened again.) 


January 1979: Persecution of religious groups denounced publicly at a meeting 
in Shanghai of 800 religious leaders and municipal personnel. For the first 
time, the restoration of religious organizations is officially declared. 


March 1979: The People's Daily draws a clear distinction between religion 
and superstition; the Bureau of Religious Affairs recommences work. 


April 1979: Protestant Christians are told at a meeting that a number of church 
buildings will soon be available for re-opening. 


August 1979: Four Christian leaders are among a delegation to US and Canada, 
the first occasion for Christians from China to make such a visit since the 
early 1960s. 


October 1979: The People's Daily marks a major development in policy with an 
article establishing that believers are free not only to worship and organize 
publicly, but also to propagate their faith, and that atheism cannot be 
propagated inside religious buildings. 


February 1980: An enlarged meeting of the Three Self-Movement (self-government 
self-support, self-propagation) in Shanghai issues open letter to "Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ of Whole China", 


May 1980: Roman Catholics establish a national administrative commission and 
a bishops' conference, headed by Bishop Zhang Jiashu. . 


October 1980: Meeting of 176 Protestant leaders from 25 provinces formally re- 
establish the China Christian Council, to supervise the work of churches and 
pastors, clergy training, Bible and other printing, and strengthening contacts 
among all churches and believers in China. 


February 1981: Nanjing theological seminary is reopened, while official figures 
show that 120 churches have been re-opened in less than two years. 
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SUM _OF THE NEWS 


71: The World Counetl of Churches condemns a recent Internattonal 
Monetary Fund Loan to South Afrtca. 


72: Tenstons between church and government tn the Phtltpptnes prompt 
a meeting between representatives of the.two stdes. 


73: The Cartbbean Conference of Churches has a new general secretary. 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts tnterested tn coptes of the followtng sttuatton report: 
from the World Counetl of Churches Commtsston on Inter-Chureh Atd, 
Refugee and World Service may request them from the Secretary for 
Emergency and Rehabilttatton Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


1) Vtetnam - Typhoon Naney (4 November) 


WCC PUBLICATIONS 


Ihe Winds of God: The Canadian Chureh Faces the 1980s ("desertbes 


and interprets the church tn Canada, tts struggles and achtevements, 
and the challenges it faces today" - no. 16 in the Risk Book sertes, 
by Rodney M. Booth): SF 8.90, US$ 4.50, UKE 2.40 


Growing Together in Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry: A Study Guide 
(Fatth and Order Paper No. 114, by Willtam Lazareth): SF 4.90, 


US$ 3.95, UKE 2.25 


WCC PROTESTS IMF Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICA LOAN Service 82.11.71 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has strongly condemned the 
decision of the executive board of the International Monetary Fund to 
approve a US$ 1.07 billion loan to South Africa. 


Speaking for the council [9 November] at a UN-sponsored seminar here on the 
role of transnational corporations in South Africa and Namibia, WCC Inter- 
national Affairs Director Ninan Koshy said, “the defiance of world public 
opinion by the IMF and the cynical manner in which some powerful countries 
have acted should not go unchallenzced." 


Koshy saic the loan, opposed 121-3 in a UN general assembly vote [22 October] 
comes when'repression is mounting in South Africa," when there are "new 
evictions and terror tactics" directed against the country's black majority, 
and when the country "is vigorously pursuing its attempts for political and 
economic destabilization of neighboring countries especially Angola and 
Mozambique.” 


The WCC official called the "claim by the IMF that there are no "political' 
considerations involved and that the decisions are 'technical'...untenable." 
He said recent experiences of Grenada, Vietnam, Nicaragua. Tanzania, and 
Jamaica in being denied loans, or having them granted with "conditions with 
serious political implications...expose the claim by the IMF that its 
decisions are non-political." 


He also cited an IMF loan earlier this year to El Salvador which "the 
United States forced through - although IMF staff had judged that the 
standby programs under which the loan was made could not be implemented." 
The US, whose influence in the IMF is substantial, supported the South 
African loan. 


Koshy linked South Africa's need for the loan to costs of imports of "military 
and related supplies.’ It is, he said,"'roughly equal to the increase in 

South Africa's military expenditures from 1980 to 1982." He also spoke of 

US$ 571 million in IMF loans to South Africa in 1976 and 1977. Their amount, 
he said}almost exactly corresponded to the increase in South Africa's arms 
spending during that period." That sum, he added, was more than any country 
received at the time except Mexico and the UK, ‘and more than the rest of 
Africa together." 


The WCC official also objected that "austerity measures which invariably 
follow IMF loans" would chiefly affect adversely South Africa's black majority 
who “have no vote in the affairs of their country." 


He concluded by judging that the IMF loan "also gives a green signal to 

private banks and corporations to continue loans to and investments 

in South Africa." Also, he said, the loan “has again underlined the special 
responsibility of churches and Christians in West Europe and North America whose 
governments by supporting such actions continue to undergird the policies 

of the South African regime." 


Coptes of the Koshy text are avatlable for journalists on request. 
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CHURCH MEETING SET ON Ecumenical Press 
PHILIPPINES SITUATION SEMmViCe Hevdes fa 


MANILA (EPS) - a group of Roman Catholic bishops was scheduled to meet with 
Philippine government leaders this month [18 November] in the wake of 
government action in recent months against church workers accused of supporting 
anti-government rebels. 


The announcement, by Bacalod Bishop Antonio Fortich, head of the National 
[Roman Catholic] Association for Social Action, Justice, and Peace, followed 
a government warning that foreigners, including 5,000 missionaries, might 

be deported if judged to be engaging in anti-government activities. 


Labour Minister Blas Ople, who ordered a review of the foreigners’ work status, 
said, "In the case of the missionaries, the government is grateful for what 
they have been doing but a very few were reported to have been od bik the 
terms of their stay by engaging in dubious political activities” | 


In one case involving missionaries, Mario Hidalgo, commander of a government. 
anti-rebel task force on the island of Negros, told reporters this month that 
multiple murder charges would be filed against two priests, Brian Gore,from Perth, 
Australia and Neil O'Brien, from Dublin. Hidalgo alleged that the two were 
involved in the murder of a town mayor. Both priests vigorously reject the charges. 


Gore was first arrested in September, and was jailed for four days last month 
after being accused of incitement to rebellion and possession of firearms and 
ammunition. His parishioners responded by flocking in scorching heat to the 
Kabankalan police station, saying they would not eat or leave until Gore and 
six Filipino church workers were freed. They were released on US$ 12,000 bail 
to the cheers of 3,000 supporters. Gore says the charges are a frame-up and 
that the military has been after him for a long time and opposes his work 
"because we have credibility and they don't". He also says he has been 
expecting new charges aginst him to give the government a basis for his 
deportation. A hearing in the case is set for 6 December. 


In another incident here last month, government troops shot dead a priest - 
alleged to have joined communist guerrillas in the northern Philippines - in 
a clash in the northeastern province of Ilocos Sur. 


Church leaders here say they detect a systematic attempt by the government. of 
President Ferdinand Marcos to suppress some of the church's more controversial 
activities. The task force on detainees of the Roman Catholic association 

of major religious orders in the Philippines said earlier this year that at 
least 459 people have been illegally detained and 62 killed by the military 
since January [EPS: 82.08.90]. 


Marcos has said repeatedly that the church is not being persecuted. Says Defence 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, "we are not persecuting the church. In a democratic 
society, there must be a free exchange of ideas. Some elements of the [church] 
heirarchy are prone to criticize the government and we take that as part of the 
democratic process; but if we criticize them, they should not shout about 
persecution”. 


The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency Kipa notes that historically, church and 
state in the Philippines have enjoyed “cordial relations." But now, it reports, 
observers say "relations between the church and the government have never been 
at such a low level." The primary cause is said to be church support in 
various forms for movements opposed to the Marcos government. 
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CARIBBEAN COUNCIL GETS Ecumenical Press 
NEW GENERAL SECRETARY Service 82.11.73 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (EPS) - Rome-based Inter Press Service reports the 
appointment of a new general secretary for the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches. Trinidadian Methodist Allan Kirton succeeds Trinidadian Presbyterian 
Roy Neehall, who has held the post since 1973 [EPS 82.10.73]. His resignation 
is effective at year's end. 


The CCC continuation committee, meeting here, appointed Kirton and praised 
Neehall for his "outstanding contribution to the region's ecumenical movement." 
The CCC groups Methodist, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Disciples, Baptist, 
Moravian, Reformed, Salvationist, United, Pentecostal, and Oriental Orthodox 
jurisdictions in Dutch-, French-,Spanish- and English-speaking islands of the 
Caribbean, plus Guyana and Suriname in northern South America. 


In an interview reported by the Caribbean news agency CANA, Kirton said one 
of the "facts of life in the Caribbean is pluralism." He said the CCC ought not 
to be ideologically or politically aligned. 


Also in the report, Kirton called it "remarkable" that the CCC survived its 
first decade "especially when the tide is moving in the other direction. 
Regional organisations are breaking up." He said a priority for the CCC is 
decreased dependence on non-Caribbean funding for its work. 


When Kirton takes office, the CCC secretariat is to be transferred here from 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. At the same time, Kirton said, a CCC restructuring is 
to take place to improve CCC efforts in two main areas - development and renewal. 
“For example,"he said, "when you work with fishermen to start a cooperative, 

it must not just end with being able to find an improved way of Pivine ss 

We need [also] to see how we can help those fishermen to discover the church, 

to discover Christ and to realise that what CCC is doing for them is part 

of what Jesus is doing in the Caribbean." 


Questioned about a church role in regional development, Kirton is 

quoted as saying, "It's not just a question of singing hymns and feeling sweet. The 
The church also has to do with coming to terms with the condition and structures 
which threaten the kingdom of God---There are kingdoms that are not of God 

and these need to be assailed and overthrown by the church." 


EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS’ 82.11.74-75 


82.11.74: Namtbta-counctl 

The general meeting of the Council of Churches in Namibia has decided to 
establish two more departments - social welfare and theology. The CCN also 
increased its denominational full membership by two, to nine, with the addition 
of Namibian Roman Catholic and Methodist jurisdictions. 


82.11.75: Indta-counctl 

The National Council of Churches in India has a new general secretary - Mathai 
Zachariah. His predecessor, M.A.Z. Rolston, resigned to become bishop of 
Chandigarh in the [United] Church of North India. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS+82e14 76782 


82.11.76:  Pope-Inqutsttton 

Pope John Paul says the Spanish Inquisition was guilty of “errors and excesses" 
in its 16th and 17th century efforts to combat heresy, which included 
persecution, torture, and execution. Also during his visit this month to Spain, 
the pope met with leaders of the approximately one percent of the country's 
Christians who are not Roman Catholic. He described ecumenical relations as a 
high priority for him, and expressed joy that they have improved in Spain in 
recent years. In a meeting with leaders of the tiny Spanish Jewish community, 
he spoke of their "common spiritual heritage" with Christians. 


82.11.77: YM/YwW-prayer 
Theme of the week of prayer and international friendship of the World Alliance 


of YMCAs and YWCAs [7-13 November] is "Do Not Lose Heart," a reference to 2 
Corinthians 4:16. 


82.11.78: Braztt-Lutheran 

The 13th general assembly of the Evengelical Church of Lutheran Confession in 
Brazil (IECLB) has approved several themes to guide the denomination's work 
during the next four years - land distribution problems of small farmers, land- 
less people, and migrants; ecological education; distribution of wealth; -peace, 
justice, and non-violence; and relations between richer countries of the 
northern hemisphere and those of the southern half of the globe. Ina final. 
message the assembly speaks of millions in the country who are poor and suffering 
and urges commitment to change "so that the land and its riches be better 
distributed and used both in the country and in the cities." Augusto Ernesto 
Kunert was re-elected IECLB president. s 


82.11.79: ILtthuanta-beltevers 


The Communist Party daily for Luthuania has urged young Lithuanians to resist 
efforts to make them Christians and accused Roman Catholic priests in the Soviet 
republic of frighteneing parents into sending their children to church. 
Religious belief, the paper said, is "outdated and alien" and used by the 
West to subvert Soviet youth. = 


82.11.80: US-abortton 


Four US denominational agencies - United Presbyterian general assembly office, 
American Friends Service Committee, United Methodist church and society board, 
and American Baptist national ministries unit - say _ an Akron, Ohio, abortion 
statute violates US constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion and 
expression. The law, now being challenged in court, requires detailed state- 
ments to women seeking abortions, including descriptions of possible physical 
and psychological dangers of abortion. 

82.11.81: Swttzerland-chotce 

Told by the synod council of the Evangelical Reformed Church of Vaud, part 
of the Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzerland, that he must choose 
between being a parish pastor and a legislator,Berthold Pellaton has resigned 
from the legislature. Pellaton said in a letter to the council that he 
accepted its requirement - "scandalous" and "contrary to gospel" - only because 
of his attachement to his parishioners. He said he would "work within" for a 
change in church attitudes. As a sign of support for his stand, parish 
activities were suspended for two weeks. 

82.11.82: UK-tmmtgratton 


The community and race relations unit of the British Council of Churches has 
urged changes in proposals to revise UK immigration rules. The BCC-proposed 
changes would make the new rules less restrictive. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.11.83-88 


bo li,gs: Chyurch=peace 

Church-related peace programs have been launched recently in Sweden and the 

GDR (East Germany). The Swedish effort began last month with a parish-based 
drive to collect signatures for a world disarmament petition. The effort, 
supported by the Swedish Ecumenical Council, also includes public demonstrations 
and special television programs. Next April, Archbishop Olof Sundby is hosting 
a conference of world Christian leaders on peace issues. This month in the 
GDR, a 10-day church-sponsored "peace week" was held with the theme ''swords 
into ploughshares."' Some aspects of recent GDR Evangelical (Lutheran and 
United) peace actions and statements have caused church-state tensions. 
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82.11.84; Sweden-membersht p 

An estimated 250,000 members of the Gi heres Church of set [SK]. are. un- 
baptized. Among the items on the agenda of the state church's new central 
board, which meets for the first time next March, is whether to change 

that. The board has asked the SK bishops for a recommendation. 


SE.TITOS: Canada=SA 

Representatives of the Canadian Council of Churches, the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops, the United Church of Canada, Anglican Church of Canada, 
and Lutheran Church in America-Canada Section, have urged South Africa to 
withdraw its troops from Angola because their presence "remains a stumbling 
block to the successful conclusion of the talks" about Namibian independence 
from South Africa. 


82.11.86: Japan-court 

Christians have been testing two Japanese laws in recent court proceedings. 
Japanese-American missionary Ronald Fujiyoshi has refused to be fingerprinted 
in connection with his application for an alien registration certificate. He 
says his refusal is related to human-rights concerns. In another case, Kyodan 
(United Church of Christ) parish pastor Sawa Masahiko is contesting the right 
of the Tokyo government to hold occasional classes for school children on 
Sunday. Sasa says this violates Japan's constitutional protection for 
"freedom of religion." 


82.11.87:. Methodtst-dectstons 

The judicial council of the [US] United Methodist Church has ruled in two 
cases which have caused controversy in the 9.6-million-member denomination. 

It affirmed the right of Bishop Melvin Wheatley to appoint a homosexual to the 
staff of a Denver congregation. The court said in "the existing law of the 
church...we find no provision making same-sex orientation a disqualification 
for ordination."’ In a second case, it ruled there was inadequate consultation 
between Mississippi and national UMC leaders before the national global 
ministries board granted funds for the defense of a black Mississippi 
politician charged with murder of a political opponent. The onetime major 

of Tchula, Mississippi, Eddie J. Carthan, was acquitted after a three-week 
trial. 


82.11.88: No prize 

The Farel Prize,for the best religious television programs in French-speaking 
countries, was not awarded this year. Last month, the jury decided none of 
the productions in competition merited it. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.11.89-95 


82.11.89: UK-nuclear 


According to a survey by the religious television program "Credo," England's 
Anglican bishops are fairly evenly divided on the subject of the UK keeping 

its separate nuclear deterrent and US nuclear bases. A recent English Anglican 
working group report [EPS 82.10.76] urged that the country give both up, a 
position supported by 13 bishops (with six leaning strongly in that direction), 
while 17 were opposed. Four said "don't know" and nine had no comment. Asked 
if the UK should use nuclear weapons if attacked, 24 said no if attacked by 


nuclear weapons, 27 no if attacked by conventional forces. The yes response 
was 11 and eight. 


82.11.90: Sundby-Rtksdag 


Retiring Uppsala Archbishop Olof Sundby, primate of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden, has urged the new Swedish Riksdag (parliament) to work to make Sweden 
amore human, a warmer society." Sundby was preaching at a service marking 


the opening of the new parliament. His successor is likely to be appointed 
early next year. 


82.11.91: Sweden-merger 


The publishing houses of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden and the Swedish 
Mission Covenant Church are merging. The new company is to be called Verbum. 
The two denominations separated in 1878, although most Covenanters are also 
at least nominal members of the established church. A report in News from 
the Church of Sweden says the publishing merger "may be seen as yet another 
step to an even closer alliance" between the churches, part of their 
"progressively..-.closer cooperation during the last 20 years." 


82.11.92: Sweden-chureh/state 


The new government minister for church affairs in Sweden is a 39-year-old 

Social Democrat, Bo Holmberg. He says he goes to church ‘when it is necessary" — 
for baptisms and funerals. He adds that he feels somewhat unfamiliar with the 
duties of his job, and that his own children are unbaptized. 


82.11.93: Methodtst-support 


Britain's Methodists are being asked to sign a statement of support for a 
South African who resigned from the Methodist ministerial roll in 1977 to 
protest what he saw as church failure to oppose apartheid (race separation) 
sufficiently strongly. Cedric Mayson is scheduled to be tried next February 
on charges of supporting the banned African National Congress and planning 

to encourage strikes and boycotts. The campaign, with support from the South 
African Methodist leadership, is backed by British Methodist Conference 
President Norwyn Denny and two of his predecessors. 


82.11.94:  UK-ecumenteal 


A 12-person ecumenical delegation has been chosen to visit Rome, probably 
next April, as a follow-up to initiatives begun in the wake of Pope John 
Paul's visit to Britain last May. The delegation includes English and 
Scottish Roman Catholic representatives and leaders of the [Anglican] Church 
of England, Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal Church, [Reformed @resbyterian) ] 
Church of Scotland, Unitéd Reformed Church, British Methodist Conference, and 
British Council of Churches. 


82.11.95: Canada-nuclear 


A special two-day conference was scheduled this month [11-12 November] to 
assist the Anglican Church of Canada to develop a policy on the subject of 
disarmament, and increase awareness among Canadian Anglicans on issues 
involved. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Albania and Religion” EPS 82.11.96 


The following ts excerpted from a background paper prepared for a colloqutum 
on "Chrtsttantty, Human Rights and Confidence Building." It met last month 

in Bucharest under the auspices of the Churches! Human Rights Programme for 

the Implementatton of the Helstnkt Final Act" [EPS 82.10.75]. 


The radical suppression of all organised religious activity in Albania ever 
since 1967 is causing grave concern, even though this government is the only 
one in Europe which has not signed the Helsinki Final Act. One is, among 
other things, struck by the fact that Albania's chief of state, Enver Hoxcha 
has declared his country to be "the world’s first atheistic state". He has 
also expressed the hope that the rest of the world would follow his example 
sooner or later. 


It is reported that 2,169 churches, mosques and monasteries have been closed 
down. Many of these have been converted to "secular use". Others have been 
destroyed outright. Private worship is forbidden. Punishment is severe for 
those who are caught. Although there are many protests, these make no 
impression on Albanian leadership. Moreover, the isolation of this small 
nation makes it virtually impossible to gather reliable information. Very 
little is known on the impact of these measures upon the daily life and 
thinking of the people. 


Albania's attitude towards religion cannot be disassociated from this historical 
background. For instance, the government's occasional sharp attacks against 

the Vatican recall memories of occupation by the Venetians and the Italians, 
where Catholic churches were seen as agents of cultural penetration. Ina 
similar way, Orthodox religious activity appears to remind the Albanian 
government of Greek territorial claims along its southern frontier. 


The strong-hand "solution" against these fears - real or imagined - was found 
in radical secularisation, which did not even favour the Muslim majority. 
Integration along secular lines ("Albania as religion" - Enver Hoxcha) seemed 
the only way out. It recalls, in some ways, Ataturk's secularisation policy 
after 1923 in Turkey. 


The census of 1938 gave the following religious distribution: 697 
Muslim, 20.7% Orthodox, 10.3% Roman Catholics. There is no information on 
the present situation. The Hoxcha government declared, in 1944 already, that 
the existence of the different religious communities was a danger to national 
unity, and it took severe measures to restrict their influence. 


In 1949 the Orthodox Church had to sever its relations with the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople. As a newly autocephalous church it elected, 
in 1966, its own primate in the person of Bishop Damien Kononessi. Roman 
Catholics were compelled to sever relations with the Vatican in 1950. Several 
bishops and priests were liquidated and foreign clergy deported. Fear of the 
political intentions of the Vatican and of the Greek government were cited as 
key reasons. After the dissolution of religious connunities in 1967, Bishop 
Kononessi was arrested. He died in prison in 1973. 


No ready-made solution seems available to promote religious liberty in Albania. 
Condemnations probably only serve to harden existing attitudes. Most likely, 

a new generation will have to arise in Albanian leadership which may be willing 
to reconsider religious liberty. Christians outside Albania could, however, 

use the time until then in order to prepare the ground for a future dialogue 
with Albanians. Such a dialogue would have to be animated by a respect for 
Albania's national independence, development and unity. The wounds historically 
caused to Albania by religious divisiveness must be healed by a careful process 
of mutual forgiveness and reconciliation. 


EPS 


ECUVILEW: "Human Rights in Turkey" EPS 82.11.97 


The followtng ts excerpted from a background paper prepared for a colloquium 
on "Chrtsttanitty, Human Rights and Confidenee Butlding." It met last month 

tn Bucharest under the ausptces of the Churches’ Human Rtghts Programme for 

the implantatton of the Helstnkt Final Act" [EPS 82.10.75]. 


It is not enough to remind Turkey that it has signed the current modern human 
rights conventions, in addition to promising to respect the rights of minorities 
as spelled out in the Treaty of Lausanne. It is far more important to understand 
how the Turkish people approach human rights in the light of the teachings of 
Islam, which is still a powerful force, and of Kemalist secular nationalism, 
which strongly opposes any separatist minorities, regardless of religious 
affiliation. 


It is nevertheless possible that a dialogue on human rights can be established 

on the basis of Islamic/Christian theological, and of secular moral,considerations. 
If a breakthrough, however minimal, were to be achieved on this point, social 

and political problems could perhaps be better approached. 


In the first place, it must be acknowledged that the human rights understanding 
in Islam is different from that of Christianity, especially where practical 
application is concerned. This is because the conception of the fundamental 
"God-event'" is similar and yet different in each of the two religions. Each has 
a missionary vocation and each believes that God will give "his" religion victory 
over all others in the end... 


Through the ecumenical movement Christians have, in recent decades, begun to 
evolve a more tolerant and all-inclusive conception of human rights, mainly 
because their notion of God's ultimate victory has begun to change. It must 

be admitted that this enlargement is in no way shared by all Christians, when 

one recalls those intolerant religious attitudes that stimulate the Irish conflict, 
or Christian Fundamentalism once again promoting both racism and nationalism. 
American Jesuit David Hollenbach suggests a possibility for initiating a dialogue: 
"An approach that is both more consistent and more likely to succeed is that 
which addresses the root causes of the religious conflict itself. If religious 
particularity is a major obstacle to a genuine sense of universal community, then 
this obstacle must itself be overcome if human rights are to be enhanced. 


"This is a properly religious and theological task. Although political, military 
and economic factors are crucial causes of human rights violations in the region, 
solutions on these levels are bound to fail if they are seen as religiously 
inacceptable."... Most important, Hollenbach adds, each religious community must 
find sufficient idealogical reasons within the structures of its own faith which 
fully grant human rights to the other community. 


The above theological approach confirms one of the basic insights of the Helsinki 
Final Act, namely that human rights are rarely achieved by confrontation, but 
by recourse to confidence building. 


Not mere tolerance - although this is already an achievement —- but reconciliation 
together with acceptance of the other as a son or daughter of God, and consequently 
as our brother or sister, is the presupposition sine qua non without which human 
rights implementation is impossible. In order to lay the groundwork for such 
reconciliation - which is admittedly a painfully slow process - it is important 
that the churches do not become human rights advocates against the Turkish 
authorities but, rather, develop a careful (and informed) dialogue with them 
without condemnation... 
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ECUVIEW: "Uniting Church in Indonesia?" EPS) O200hs 95 


The following ts excerpted from an article in the November tissue of One World, 
magaztne of the World Counetl of Churches. Its author, Fridolin Ukur, ts 
church history professor at Sekolah Tinggt Theologta seminary in Jakarta and a 
former staff member of the Nattonal Counetl of Churches of Indonesta (DGI). 


--Most of the council's member churches have also put behind the official names 
of their churches the wording agreed upon by the last assembly: "In fellowship 
with the DGI". There's an awareness of being part of a wider Christian 
community. 


One instance of the ecumenical progress that churches have made is in the new 
settlements which have emerged around the development projects such as housing 


schemes, factory compounds, transmigration areas, a A Dey projects and 
university campuses. 


Christians in such areas, finding themselves remote from their mother churches, 
have initiated new Christian communities which are independent of traditional 
denominational ties... 


For many years, however, the official churches have looked with suspicious 
eyes upon these communities. They are still new, they have not yet entered 
the organized life of the churches, and so they have no place in the structure! 


It was not until the 1982 central committee of the DGI that the member churches 
agreed to recognize these new ecumenical communities and to acknowledge their 
clear function in the life of the churches throughout the nation.. 


They have recognized, with a certain humility, that these groups are the work 
of the Holy Spirit and that they are encouraging the Indonesian churches to 
understand new ways and means by which the uniting church is being brought 
into life. 


With some more trust in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the churches could 
find themselves moving into a more determined expression of their unity in 
Indonesia. For that, however, the next general assembly of the DGI at Ambon 
in 1984 will need the courage to take some important decisions. 


One of these will be on the charter of unity. In this charter, the history of 
each individual church as an ethnic, territorial or confessional body is 
recognized, along with its part in the holy, universal church of Jesus Christ. 


Faithful to the call of the Lord that they may be one (John 17:21 and Galatians 
3:28), in response to the work of the Holy Spirit, and drawing on the vision 

expressed by the founding of the DGI, the churches would be asked to affirm in 
the charter that the time has come to proclaim one Uniting Church in Indonesia. 


The charter could become a preamble to a second document committing the churches 
to each other, in which they would declare their common understanding of the 
Christian faith. This would also make contemporary Indonesian society the 

context for this understanding - an attempt at common faith in the land of temples 
and mosques. 


Other topics are being prepared for further discussion at the Ambon assembly. 
These range over common bases for church order, common liturgy, a hymnal, a 
guide book for catechical work and other needs. 


The conviction is that this Uniting Church will not strive for a uniformity 
which denies the specific characteristics of its member bodies, but rather provide 
an open community in which all varieties of church life can grow together and 


enrich each other. 
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ECUVIEW: "Poland" EPS 282511299 


The followtng ts excerpted from an article in the November tssue of One World, 
magazine of the World Counetl of Churches. Its author, Uffe Gjerding, ts WCC 
Europe secretary. He was in Poland tn September for a meeting of an ecumentcal 
task force coordinating atd from church-related agenctes through regional 
committees of the Polish Ecumenical Council. PEC groups etght denominations 
(Old Catholte,.Tutheran, Eastern Orthodox, Baptist, Methodist, Reformed) with 

a membershtp of about half a mtllton. Most of the 36 mtllton Poles are Roman 
Catholtes. 


...-As members of the Poland task force and the Polish Ecumenical Council met with 
Roman Catholic leadership and decided to open four more popular kitchens as a 
joint operation to serve free meals to the most needy in Warsaw, the willingness 
to venture new steps of ecumenical cooperation was confirmed. 


At parish level it may well take longer for these Signs of new ecumenism, 
also visible in the many common celebrations and encounters during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity earlier this year, to break through. 


But the task of distributing material aid has revitalized the regional 
ecumenical committees of the Polish Ecumenical Council, and it can be hoped 
that the ground for the next steps in local ecumenical cooperation in other 
spheres of church life has been laid. 


Local ecumenical seminars are likely to be part of the programme for the forth- 
coming visit by a team of international church people as part of the preparation ~ 
for the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly in Vancouver in mid-1983. 


One of the contrasts in Poland at present is that, while there are uncertain 

results from the farmers’ harvest and the factories' output, the churches can 
report excellent "harvests". It is common to hear that church attendance has 

increased by 50 to 100 percent. 


Children's and youth camps run by the churches during the recent summer 
holidays have attracted more participants than ever before, radio and TV 
broadcasts of non-Catholic programmes have started, there is a brisk sale of 
Bibles - the plans are to import and print 450,000 Bibles in 1982-83 - and 
new church buildings and church-sponsored homes for old people are being built 
or planned. 


In a time when many parts of life are uncertain, it seems that people are turning 
to the church for guidance and support. Non-Catholic churches report that many 
of their peripheral members have become active and that some previously un- 
committed people are actively joining the Protestant churches. Some parishes are 
providing courses in adult catechism for those showing renewed interest in 
Christian faativ. 


A central message of that faith is about peace and reconciliation. But this is not 
an easy message to transmit as the people of Poland react in various ways to the 
recent political and economic events. 


Some feel the introduction of a military regime was a pragmatic solution to 
unsolved problems. But frustration, bitterness and feelings of helpelessness are 
widespread. Some are apathetic and resigned. Others choose demonstrations as 

a way of showing their feelings and demanding change. The road to economic and 
political stability for Poland still looks long and tricky... 
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INDIA CITY SCENES: 


(2875) Early morning in Madras (2876) Water for Madras street dwellers 


2877) Cooking breakfast on a Madras Street (2878A) Laborer at the Nongloi 


Resettlement Colony, an area for resettled slum dwellers about a half hour by 
bus from Delhi. 
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INDIA FLOOD SCENES: 


(2879) Marooned village of Oranga in Cuttack District 

(2880) Scramble in Balianta Area of Puri District for food dropped by 
helicopter 

(2881) Severe erosion caused by rushing waters in Hamirpur District 

(2882) The national highway between Cuttack and Bhubaneshwar cut by floods 


The inter-church aid sub-unit of the World Council of Churches has appealed 
for US$ 400,000 to assist with relief in Orissa State. Major flooding there 
was caused by unprecedented heavy rains last August. The flood was preceded 
by a severe drought and a cyclone at the beginning of the year. A situation 
report on the Orissa floods is available on request. See EPS 49/37. 


(The photos on the other side are from Christian Aid, a division of the British 
Council of Churches. Those on this side are from the Orissa state government.) 
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Latin American Council of Churches inaugurated 
SA Council of Churches rejects mystery letter 
Archbishop said to urge unity; supporter fired 
New initiatives seen in British ecumenism. 
Human rights focus of US church board 

World Reformed head reviews SA situation 
Guatemala rights on church team agenda 
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108: GDR-ban 115: Baptist-partnership 
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More than 300 church representatives meet near Lima, Peru, to 
formally tnaugurate the Latin Amertcan Counetl of Churches (CLAI). 


An unstgned letter from "unhappy staff members" of the South Afrtcan 
Counetl of Churches ts desertbed as a "smear." 


The Roman Cathdlie archbishop cf Lusaka, Zambta, called to Rome last 
Aprtl tn connectton wtth controversy about hts fatth-healtng mtntstry 
and hts admtntstrative abtlittes, ts reported to have urged acceptance 
of the Vattcan aetton for the sake of church untty. Meanwhtle, an 
archdtocesan employee leading efforts to have him returned to Zambta 
has been ftred. 


New Brtttsh ecumentcal tntttattves are seen tn the wake of the papal 
vtstt and defeat of a four-denomtnatton covenant earlter thts year. 


Human rtghts tn vartous forms are dealt wtth at the semt-annual meeting 
of the governtng board of the [US] Nattonal Counetl of Churches. 


The new prestdent of the World Alltance of Reformed Churches revtews the 
sttuatton tn South Afrtca following the WARC dectston to suspend member- 
shtp prtvtleges of two whtte South Afrtcan denomtnattons whtch support 
aparthetd. 


A US church team has accepted a Guatemalan government tnvttatton to make 
an on-site investigation of reports that government troops have massacred 
hundreds of peasants. 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journaltsts interested tn coptes of the following sttuatton reports 
from the World Counetl of Churches Commisston on Inter-Chureh Atd, 
Refugee and World Service may request them from the Secretary for 
Emergeney and Rehabitlttatton Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20; 


1) 1982 Floods tn Nticaragua/Honduras (no.2, 11 November) 
2) Lebanon (no. 18, 29 October) 


LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
OF CHURCHES INAUGURATED Service 82.11.100 


HUAMPANI, Peru (EPS) - More than 300 delegates, observers, and visitors from 
more than a 100 denominations and ecumenical organisations, assembled here, 

near Lima, this month [11-18 November] to formally inaugurate the Latin American 
Council of Churches (CLAI). 


The festive opening ceremonies including worship led by Evangelical, Lutheran, 
Anglican, Methodist, and Pentecostal representatives, music and drama from 
different parts of the continent, and greetings from a bishop representing the 
numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church, which does not hold CLAI membership. 
A Chilean pastor working in New York City linked Christians grouped by CLAI 

to an estimated 20 million Hispanics in 6,000 congregations in North America - 
"like Israel in Babylon," he said with some humor. 


CLAI's chief aim is to "promote the unity of God's people in Latin America, as 
a local expression of the universal church of Christ, and as a sign of and 
contribution to the unity of the Latin American people.” A staff for CLAI (in 
formation) has been at work during the last four years in six regions. CLAI 
secretary general is Gerson Meyer. 


Theme of the inaugural assembly was "Commitment for the Kingdom."’ Principal 
address on the theme was delivered by Argentine Methodist theologian José 
Miguez-Bonino. He said an "artificial separation" of church preaching from 
social problems and concerns"often means the churches lead an impoverished life, 
far from reality, without action on behalf of the neighbor, contradicting 

Jesus' commandment of love." 


Miguez~Bonino warned against "two grave errors - on the one hand, failing to 
discern, erasing, the frontier between those with him and those against him, 
and on the other, showing an exclusivistic spirit which separates us from those 
who are also with Jesus." He said those familiar with the "Evangelical 
panorama in Latin America, in the past and in the present, see easily that it 
is the second which is our chief sin." 


He linked some Latin American church visions to outside causes, but also placed 
blame on Latin American church people themselves, especially those who let 
themselves "be bought by promises of prestige or power or material resources.” 
The theologian added that efforts for unity must deal seriously and carefully 
both with those who warn against turning the gospel into simply a societal 
renovation program, and those who warn against a cheap gospel of "prace without 
commitment, of God's kingdom without justice." 


Miguez~Bonino observed that "those whom Scripture calls preferentially to our 
attention make up the majority in Latin America - peasants, exploited and 
marginalized indigenous peoples, undernourished children, voiceless masses, 
the persecuted, those without rights, those condemend to early deaths, the 
unemployed - the list is endless." 


EPS 


SA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
REJECTS MYSTERY LETTER Service 82.11.101 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - A five-page anonymous letter from “unhappy staff members" 
was sent this month to member denominations and overseas financial supporters 
of the South African Council of Churches. 


SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu described it as a "smear letter which most 
certainly did not come from a present staff member, although it clearly comes 
from sources who have access to SACC information and know something about its 
donor partners." 


Following a meeting, the staff in a statement rejected the letter as an attempt 
to divide it, discredit Tutu and "besmirch the SACC as a whole." SACC President 
Peter Storey said ''the kinds of methods used against us belong to the gutter 
area of the political arena. The stakes must be very high to discredit us." 


The letter says the SACC "has disintegrated and deterioriated under" Tutu, and 
that the writers ''face the very real possibility of retribution if we speak out 
openly and against the real situation." 


Storey said the SACC national exucutive, meeting here, expressed fullest 
confidence in Tutu and all staff. The staff statement similarly expressed 
fullest confidence and trust in Tutu's leadership. 


The letter noted that most SACC funds come from overseas sources [EPS 82.11.43], 
said they are "disbursed disproportionally for semi-political rather than 
evangelical or strictly religious activities", and spoke of "alienation" between 
the SACC and its member denominations. 


EPS 
‘ARCHBISHOP SAID TO URGE Ecumenical Press 
UNITY; SUPPORTER FIRED Service 82.11.102 


LUSAKA, Zambia (EPS) - Lusaka Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo, 
summoned to Rome last April in connection with controversy about his faith- 
healing ministry and administrative abilities [EPS 82.07.46], is quoted as 
appealing to Zambian Roman Catholics to accept the Vatican decision in the 
interest of church unity. 


The National Mirror newspaper quoted the archbishop as saying in a phone call 
that he is "extremely agitated" to learn of campaigns launched to get him back 
to Zambia. Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports "widespread 
resentment at the archbishop's prolonged absence among the ordinary worshipers." 


The report came after one leader of Milingo support efforts was dismissed from 
his post as secretary of the Lusaka archdiocese by the archbishop administering 
it in Milingo's absence. Elias Mutale said Peter Mutafungwa would be out of the 
job until "he himself shall humbly show that he is ready to cooperate with the 
rightful authority of the Catholic Church." The archbishop also accused the 
newspaper Times of Zambia - church "enemy number one'-of biased reporting about 
the case. 


In another development, Ronald Carver, secretary of the Zambia Anglican Council, 
has emphasized that a leader of another local Milingo support group, Simon 
Mwambe, an Anglican, is "in no way speaking for the Anglican church." Its 
attitude, he added, "is of deep sympathy for our Roman Catholic friends who 
have enough problems without outsiders interfering in what is essentially their 
own affair." 
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NEW INITIATIVES SEEN Ecumenical Press 
IN BRITISH ECUMENISM Service 82.11.103 


LONDON (EPS) ~ Two events in British church life earlier this year have changed 
its ecumenical landscape. One was the visit of the pope [EPS 82.06.35]. The 
other was the failure of the covenant proposed among England's Anglicans, 
Methodists, Moravians, and United Reformed [EPS 82.07.38]. In the wake 

of both have come various ecumenical initiatives. 


For one, the Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales have proposed a 
formal conference involving them and other Christian leaders. In a statement 
after their [8-11 November] meeting, the bishops said the conference agenda, 
"as we see it, must inevitably concern the nature of the church of Christ. 

In this context we shall be very ready to consider our present reservations 
about strengthening our association with the British Council of Churches." 


Roman Catholics have had BCC observer status since 
has been discussed on and off over the past decade. The bishops decided not 
to join in 1974, but in 1978, a joint BCC-RC working party concluded that 


concern that BCC statements might diverge from official RC teaching is not 
really an obstacle to membership. 


In 1980, the RC National Pastoral Congress urged the bishops to reconsider. 


Pope John Paul reportedly expressed surprise during his visit that Roman 
Catholics are not BCC members. 


1967. Their full membership 


The proposed conference, expected to be held next year, would thus provide a 
new context in which these difficulties could be resolved. Its genesis seems 
to have resulted from meeting involving, among others, Westminster Cardinal- 
Archbishop Basil Hume, president of the bishops’ conference, Canterbury Archbishop 


Robert Runcie, and BCC General Secretary Philip Morgan: The conference was 
welcomed by Runcie, who described it as a genuine attempt on the part of 


Hume and himself to see more strategic thinking in British Christianity. 


Earlier the general synod of the Church of England passed a motion looking 
forward to the time when the BCC "will be representative of all the major 
Christian Churches in Britain." In the debate, Runcie said he would like to 

see Roman Catholic participation in the council. "I hope," he said, "that we may 
be attentive from within the BCC to any suggestions the Roman Catholic bishops 
may wish to make as the council establishes its new role end structure." 


Introducing the debate, Daphne Wales, acting chair of the CE Board for Mission 
and Unity, pointed out that the failure of the covenant proposals means that for 
the first time since 1954 there are no interchurch negotiations on church unity 


going on in England. "Always the churches have used their own negotiations as 
a reason for not allowing the BCC to play a serious role in matters of Faith 
and Order," she said. "Should not the BCC be asked to help fill this vacuum?" 


Said Runcie: "With the post-covenant dilemma of the British churches, the BCC 
can now play a more prominent role in seeking unity 1M faith as well as in 
witness." 


All this was reflected in the synod not only reaffirming its commitment to the 
BCC "as the major ecumenical forum and agency in this country" but also going on 
to ask the BCC to pay increased attention to the closely related concerns of 
faith and order and of mission and evangelism. The synod then declared itself 
ready to consider giving the BCC increased financial support for this purpose. 
The Church of England's grant to the BCC is UK £103,000 this year and is to be 
£124,000 in 1983:The cost of adding an extra executive to the BCC staff, taking 
secretarial help and other costs into account. is reckoned at around UK £20,000 
a year. fHobert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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HUMAN RIGHTS FOCUS Ecumenical Prass 
OF US CHURCH BOARD Service 82.11.104 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Various aspects of human rights took much of the attention of 
the semi-annual meeting of the governing board of the 32-denomination [US] 
National Council of Churches. It met here this month [3-5 November]. 


Among other things, the board heard three representatives from the Polish 
Ecumenical Council, and South African theologian Allan Boesak, new president 

of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. The Poles said "church life is very 
vivid at this time," despite martial law. Boesak faulted the current US 
government approach of "constructive engagement" with South Africa. "The 
changes that have come in South Africa," he said, "have not come from "pats on 
the back’ from outside governments, but from pressure from the people inside." 


Faced with an application for NCC membership from Metropolitan Community 
Churches, a denomination ministering mostly to homosexuals, the board voted 
to spend a portion of its next meeting [11-13 May] in "discussing fully, 
openly, and seriously the issues raised" by the application, according to the 
NCC report of the meeting. Voting on the application is to be completed by 
the end of 1984 at the latest. 


An NCC report on child care was released during the meeting. It says US 
churches are the largest single provider of child day care in the country, 
and among those centers receiving public funding, three in four report being 
hurt "severely" by federal budget cuts. 


A study panel on bioethical concerns made its final report after two years of 
work. A governing board policy statement on the subject is expected by 1984. 
Among other things, the report deals with human rights as they relate to 
increased possibilities of genetic engineering. 


The board voted opposition to proposals in the US to require balanced federal 
budgets "without regard to human need in the present economic crisis." It 

also advocated "positive approaches" to counter the "resurgence of the terrorist 
activities of the Ku Klux Klan" and voted opposition to "any efforts to curtail 
the jurisdiction of the federal courts," notably on such issues as prayer in 
state-run schools and busing to achieve racial integration in schools. 


The board "strongly protested the US government's involvement in activities 
designed to destabilize the government of Nicaragua" and urged the Reagan 
administration to "reverse its policy of seeking military solutions to the 
conflicts in Central America." 


In other actions the board: 


- Keferred to committee a proposal by the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch- 
diocese of North America that Israel be censured for human rights violations. 

- approved a projected 1983 NCC budget of US$ 33.48 million, up from US$ 32.01 
million projected for this year. 

— protested government efforts in Japan to "revise school text books to "attempt 
to evade responsibility...for atrocities toward other people” before and during 
World War 2 [EPS 82.09.49]. 

- urged the US government to "end all attempts to determine and to direct 
Japanese defense activities to be part'of US strategy." 

—- supported "Central America Week" next 18-27 March as a way to promote further 
study, reflection, and action. 

- celebrated four recent steps toward Christian unity, three involving US 
denominations, and the international Anglican-Roman Catholic (ARCIC) report. 


EPS 


WORLD REFORMED HEAD 
REVIEWS SA SITUATION 


Ecumenical Press 
Service 82.11.4105 


GENEVA (EPS) - The new president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
Says the decision of the WARC general council to suspend membership privileges 
of two white South African denominations was a theological action with "very 
important political implications." [EPS §2509525), 


Allan Boesak, a theologian of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK, a 
denomination which works primarily with those defined as "colored" - mixed 


race — by South Africa), made his observations during a visit to WARC headquarters 
here. 


The smaller suspended denomination (NHKA) has since resigned from the alliance. 
At the synod of the larger (NHK) last month, a motion to leave WARC received a 
majority, but not the two-thirds majority required to take effect. The synod 


also declined to change its policy which allows congregations to bar non-whites 
from worship. Most do. 


Boesak said theology is important in South African society, with supporters of 
apartheid (race separation) often invoking biblical support for it. The NGK is 
the denomination of most of the country's white political leadership. Thus, 
Boesak said, the WARC declaration that apartheid is sinful and heretical, has 
caused "turmoil" and "confusion" in the white Reformed community, because a body 
representing a world Christian fellowship has undercut in the strongest way ''the 
moral basis for apartheid." He said the WARC action also gave 'new courage” and 
"new opportunity" to South African Christians opposed to race separation, with 


"resistance to the policy of the government" no longer an option but a Christian 
duty. 


Asked whether he is concerned that his statements might cause the South African 
government to restrict his freedom of movement or speech, Boesak said he would 
continue to speak "as long as God gives me the freedom" for the sake of the truth 
and because many others are not free to speak. "My own safety," he said, "is no 


longer the overriding concern...I am a little bit more afraid of Cod that I am 
of the South African Government." 


EPS 


GUATEMALA RIGHTS ON Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH TEAM AGENBA Service 82.11.106 


NEW YORK (EPS) - When [US] National Council of Churches protested human rights 
violations, including a reported massacre of peasants by government forces 
[EPS 82.11.29], Guatemalan President Rios Montt denied it. He also invited 
the NCC to send a team to the area to see for itself. 


The council has accepted the invitation, reports William Wipfler, NCC human 
rights officer. The NCC said it specified that such delegations are generally 
sent only if they are allowed free, unaccompanied access to places they 
choose; given assurances that the content of interviews remains confidential, 
and that those interviewed do not suffer any kind of reprisal; and guaranteed 
access to appropriate government representatives. Wipfler said the Guatemalan 
embassy in Washington has given appropriate assurances in terms of the team's 
work. 


In a related action, the president of the US Roman Catholic bishops' conference 
St. Paul-Minneapolis Archbishop John Roach, has urged the US government not to 
resume military assistance to Guatemala. Roach said aid should not start again 
until there is "substantial and verifiable" proof that the country's human- 
rights situation has improved. The US administration has proposed such an aid 
resumption. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in brief from Church and Secular Sources EPSu82atigdO7s 102 


82.11.107: WNtgerta-rtots 

The Nigerian Government reported [10 November] that 206 people were killed in 
religious riots in northern cities last month. In Kano, five people died in 
violence which the government blamed on Muslims trying to burn down churches. 


82.11.108: GDR-ban 

Church people in the GDR (East Germany) have begun collecting signatures on 
a petition urging a ban on the sale of all military toys, which they say 
condition children to accept war. The action by a group in Berlin was begun 
during 10 days of concentration on peace issues sponsored by the country's 
Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran and United] Churches [EPS 82.11.83]. 


82.11.109: Phtltpptnes-accusatton 

Philippine Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile has accused [12 November] "a 
handful of priests and nuns" of "cavorting with Marxism." In a news-agency 
interview, Enrile said the government accepts criticism, provided those who 
make it do not break the law. He said it is wrong to suggest, as did the 
Roman Catholic cardinal-archbishop of Manila, Jaime Sin, that many priests 
are unwittingly caught in conflict with the military because they are the 
only available conduit for complaints on such matters as military abuses. 
[See also EPS 82.11.72] 


62,11.110:. Israel-protest 


The decision of the Israeli government not to renew the visa of Australian 
Archbishop Karekin Kazandjian, who holds the number-two post in. the Armenian 
[Oriental Orthodox] Patriarchate of Jerusalem, has prompted protests from other 
Christian leaders in the city and World Council of Churches General Secretary 
Philip Potter. In a telegram to Israeli Foreign Affairs Minister Yiszhak 
Shamir, Potter called the action an "infringement of the rights and freedom 

of the religious communities as provided by...international treaties." 


82.11.111: RC-Pentecostal 

The 10th session of the official Roman Catholic-Pentecostal international 
thedlogical dialogue took place in Collegeville, Minnesota, last month 
[25-29 October]. The group continued a discussion of ministry, topic 

for the group at its previous meeting, last year in Vienna. A report on the 
dialogue since 1977 was discussed. It is to be released next year and 
include such topics as faith and experience, speaking in tongues, healing, 
biblical inspiration, Mary, tradition, worship, and ministry. 


82.11.112: Thatland-hope 

The Church of Christ in Thailand held its 17th general assembly last month. 

A report in the press service of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches observes that "this is a time of change in Thailand and especially 
for the church. Missionaries say that they have witnessed more changes in 
the last four years than in the 30 preceeding years. Many problems lie 
ahead: the church has not grown in pace with the growth of the population 
---and a certain number of largely financed schools and agencies sometimes 
attract students and leaders away from the seminary and from other activities 
of the church. But on the whole," the report concludes, "the situation is 
presently more stable than it was some years ago and there is room for hope 
that the work of the church can go ahead at a steady pace." Aroon Tongdonmuan 
was elected CCT moderator. Assembly debates included the cost of the CCT 
literature program and whether or not church schools and hospitals operate in 
accordance with the purposes for which they were set up. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.11.113-120 


82.11.113: Austrta-Czechoslovaktia 
In connection with a visit to Austria by Czechoslovak leader Gustav Husak, 
Austria's Roman Catholic bishops have expressed their "concern for and 


solidarity with" Czechoslovak and other Christians whose religious liberty 
they judge greatly limited. 


82.11.114: | Portugal-aborttion 
The Portuguese parliament has declined, 126-106, to decriminalize abortion. 


Decriminalization was strongly opposed by the leadership of the numerically 
dominant Roman Catholic Church. 


82,11.115: Bapttst-partnership 
Three European Baptist jurisdictions - Spanish Baptist Union, Portuguese Baptist 
Convention, and European [English-language] Baptist Convention - have voted 


partnership ties with US Baptist jurisdictions. In the Caribbean, the Dominica 
Baptist Union has been organized. 


82.11.116:  UK-defense 


The English and Welsh Roman Catholic bishops and Secretary Kenneth Greet of the 
British Methodist Conference have separately expressed misgivings about nuclear 
weapons and UK defense policy. Greet said in a sermon in Cambridge [14 November] 
that "measured by the criteria of the just war, nuclear warfare is simply 
inadmissible." The bishops said they want to meet with UK Foreign Secretary 
Francis Pym to "reflect the deep concern of many of our fellow citizens and of 
ourselves at the additions soon to be made to our nuclear arsenal." As for 
deterrence theory, they said "the experience of history and of human sinfulness 
is against'"' the view that it will prevent a future nuclear war. 


Beis del 5 ol Lee dC Dud LOL TG. 

Hong Kong-based Asia Lutheran News says a recent gathering of Indian Christian 
leaders at Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and Research Institute 
concluded that the church, notwithstanding the role of some Christian leaders 
in India's struggle for independence, has not played an adequate role in nation 
building there. 


82.11.118: . Tatwan-renewal 


A Taipei-based Church Renewal Research and Development Center has been 
established to serve several denominations in Taiwan. . 


82.11.119: Afrtca-independent 


Bishop Mathew Ajuoga of the Church of Christ in Africa says some African 
denominations with overseas ties are using foteign money in efforts to lure 
members from "independent African churches" because they view them as "lost 
brethren, separatists, semi-Christians, half-pagans." He was speaking at the 
second conference, in Nairobi [6-13 November],of the Organisation of African 
Independent Churches. Opening the OAIC conference, Kenyan local government 
minister Moses Mudavadi urged the church to provide guidelines for modern 
living and strive to harmonise African traditional values with those of modern 
urbanised industrial societies. 


82.11.120: UK-dtsestabltshment 

York Anglican Archbishop Stuart Blanch, who holds the number-two post in the 
Church of England, has questioned a proposal from a recent mission partners 
consultation. It suggested that the denomination is hampered in its mission 
by its ties to the state. "If after all disestablishment were the secret of 
effective mission," he observed at this month's meeting of the CE general 
Synod, "then our brethren in the Free Churches and the Roman Church ought to 
be doing much better than they are. They ought to be making converts by the 
shoal." 
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ECUTEXT: "Bearing Witness in Western Europe" EPS 82.11.121 


The following ts excerpted from a letter to churches and councils of churches 
tn Western Europe sent tn the wake of an tnternattonal consultation last month 
tn Interlaken, Switzerland [82.10.79]. Dated 9 November, tt is signed on 
behalf of the consultatton by church representatives from France, FRG, Sweden, 
UK, Netherlands, Norway, Greece, and Italy. In making tts proposals, the 
consultation urged "no heavy new structures....at the West European level," 
continued committment to other ecumenical organtsations, notably the Conference 
of European Churches, "a much larger place... for women," and fresh exploration 
of "partnership wtth the Roman Catholie Church," which ts not a member of CEC. 


.--Obviously, each church has a primary responsibility within its own immediate 
context. But the exchange which we have had here in Interlaken has made clear 
that the witness of the churches in the face of the problems of the region as 

a whole requires to be made more visible than hitherto it has been. The 
churches have no solutions to offer to the problems of society but their 
witness represents a dimension which is essential to the future of society in 
Western Europe. 


We mention, in particular, two aspects. In a period when many complain that 
decisions are taken at levels and in places remote from them,the churches need 
to work for greater possibilities and a stronger sense of participation in 
decision-making. But even more important, the churches have a duty to raise 
their voice for the disadvantaged and to remind their countries in the present 
Situation of crisis not to neglect the solidarity with the poorer nations. 


Much is already being done. We are grateful for the work on certain issues 
done by bodies like the Churches Committee on Migrant Workers in Europe , the 
Association of Lay Academies etc. and for the research on themes of common 
interest done by institutes like Ecumenical Research Exchange (ERE). We are 
grateful for the fact that the churches, as part of their witness, have found 
ways of relating to the supranational institutions in Western Europe. 


The creation of the Ecumenical Commission on Church and Society in the European 
Community (ECCSEC) with its secretariat in Brussels,and the setting up of the 
Ecumenical Secretariat for Relations with the Council of Europe in Strasbourg 
are significant steps in this respect. But the conviction which emerges from 
our Interlaken meeting is that these dispersed efforts need to be drawn together 
and made more effective. 


But will such an effort on the part of the churches in Western Europe disturb 
the relations with the churches in Eastern Europe? Clearly, the-churches in 
Western Europe must continue to regard as a priority the fellowship with all 
European churches. They need to give their full support to the Conference 

of European Churches which carries a bridgebuilding function in our politically 
divided continent. Whatever can be done together must be done together by the 
churches of all Europe. 


There are issues, however, arising in the context of West European society 
which require a specific response. Representatives from Eastern Europe who 
were present at the meeting reminded the participants forcefully of this fact. 
To work on these issues does therefore not mean isolating ourselves. On the 
contrary, we consider a more coherent witness in Western Europe to be the 
appropriate contribution to the wider fellowship of the churches. The same is 
true with regard to the churches of the Third World [whose representatives at 
Interlaken]...pointed to the fact that,seen from the perspective of the Third 
World, West European governments act much more as a unity than we are normally 
ready to admit. They pointed to a series of urgent specifically West European 
issues which the churches should take up for their sake... 
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ECUVIEW: "Church Response in Lebanon" EPS 82.11.122 


The following ts excerpted from a report on a weeklong vtstt to Lebanon thts 
month by two World Council of Churches staff members - Stuart Kingma, director 
of the Chrtsttan Medical Commtsston, and Ghassan Rubetz, Mtddle East secretary. 
This section deals with the emergency, reconstruction, and rehabilttatton (ERR) 
program of the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC). 


MECC's program of ERR constitutes a Christian witness in a country that has 
bathed in blood. The international ecumenical team of some 80 doctors and 
nurses sent to Lebanon in August via MECC during the siege of West Beirut has 
been a major human contribution. The team served in all needy parts of Lebanon 
with courage and commitment. The entire country is indebted to this team,and 
the government is well aware of this creative response from MECC. 


The ministry of health is now ready to receive more input from the ecumenical 
family via MECC. Most of the members of the team will have left Lebanon by mid- 
November, the end of a 3-month period of service. Discussions in Beirut seem 

to indicate the need for additional medical specialists such as health consultants 
and planners, primary care personnel and experts in physical rehabilitation. 


A second dimension of ERR programs is in agricultural development. Irrigation, 
forestation and land reclamation activities will receive even more attention 
in the coming rehabilitation phase. To halt migration to the city the people 
of the South and the rural East need to be engaged in useful agricultural 
activities. MECC is promoting agricultural programs within a community 
development approach, utilizing local leadership and other native resources. 


A third area of priority is naturally reconstruction of church-related 
institutions and housing for the poor. MECC's new rehabilitation plan to be 
submitted by the end of November will show a long list of schools, churches 
and social centers for repair or rebuilding. A selected number of communities 
in the South and in West Beirut will be helped in housing reconstruction; self- 
help principles will be applied. 


Local contributions from rich Lebanese and other Arab sources are impressive 
but not adequate enough to bring shelter to every family. MECC will also make 
some contribution to UNRWA housing in one of the camps. 


An ecumenical agency meeting is planned for the near future to discuss MECC 
priorities and programming. The 4,4 million dollar appeal (3 million in July 
82 and 1,4 million in December 1981) will be examined in relation to the 
projected needs of ERR in 1983. Additional money might be needed for the 
coming rehabilitation phase. 


MECC has to spell out its priorities clearly and define its role to match its 
human and physical resources. The needs are massive, the actors in the field 
of rehabilitation are too many. There is fear of fragmentation, confusion 
and abuse of resources. The government ought to take the lead in coordination 
and planning. MECC is very supportive of the new government's effort to lead 
the country. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on a Central American Journey" EPS 82.11.123 


The following ts edtted from a report by Mary Solberg, Central American 
concerns program coordtnator for New York-based Lutheran Immigration 

and Refugee Service. It appeared thts month in the news service of the 
Lutheran Counetl tn the USA. 


The reality of the violent drama unfolding in Central America was clear even 
in Mexico City. The person with whom we stayed represents a Salvadoran relief 
agency that cannot work openly in El Salvador for fear of reprisals against 
their staff by the Salvadoran government security forces. 


Several Guatemalan relief agencies, also, are based in Mexico City. They 
cannot work within their own country, either, where they are viewed as 
subversives by the government because of their work to help Guatemala's 
Indians (half of the country's total population of 7.2 million) survive 
escalating violence, massacres, and government repression. Church officials 
with whom we spoke both inside and outside Guatemala told us that possibly as 
many as one million people are displaced within Guatemala. 


More than 30,000 Guatemalans who have fled across the border into Mexico 
occupy perhaps two dozen refugee camps in the Mexican state of Chiapas. 
Guatemalan military operations, including incursions by army troops and 
paramilitary squads into Mexican territory, have terrorized and destroyed 
the lives of tens of thousands of Guatemalan peasants. 


At one of the camps we visited in southern Mexico, we found about 300 Guatemalans 
living in miserable conditions. There were no tents. The refugees lived in 
makeshift homes with sheets of plastic stretched over pole frames. There 

was no running water, and virtually no medicine to treat malaria, dysentery, 

and fevers. Mexican peasants were sharing what little food they had with the 
refugees, 


There seemed to be thousands of little children: there were probably only 
hundreds, dirty little half-dressed kids with bellies distended from malnutrition. 
There were beautiful Indian women, all of whom were probably 20 years younger 
than they looked, trying to take care of the children and the old men and 

women with them. We saw very few men, and even fewer young men. 


The stories the Guatemalan refugees told us were similar from.one camp to 
another: their village surrounded by the army, which arrived in helicopters -- 
a way of distinguishing the army from the guerrillas -- drove all the people 
into the church in the village center, and then burned the church to the ground. 
Others told us of having seen brothers, sisters and children, hacked to death 
with machetes, beaten with sticks and rocks. 


Several days later, when we arrived in Guatemala City, we were struck by the 
eerie, tense calm, and by the sight of police armed with machine guns, standing 
on many corners. It seemed to us that people in the capital were living ina 
different world from the one inhabited by the refugees from the countryside. 


Church workers told us that Guatemala's leader, Rios Montt, was beginning to make 
good on his promise to curb violence in the city and expose corruption among burea 
crats. Tragically, however, he was also making good on his promise to be ruthless 
in destroying what he perceives as a Communist insurgency in Guatemala's rural 
areas. Rios Montt, who describes himself as a born-again Christian, believes he 
has a direct mandate from God to govern Guatemala. He has declared a state of sie 
throughout the countryside, a declaration that gives the Guatemalan army a license 
to kill. Church workers said violence against Guatemala's Indians amounts to 
genocide. "And," one said, "it is being done in the name of God." 
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01: Btshops of four Indtan denomtnattons meet and warn of 
"divistve forces." WNuclear weapons tssues, human rights, 
freedom of the press, and church untty are other subjects 
of thetr dtscusstons. 


02: The agenda of the tnaugural assembly of the Lattin Amertcan 
Churches tneludes tndtgenous people and ecumentsm. 


03: Five stages tn the understanding of Christtan service are 
outlined at an tnternattonal consultatton on "dtakonta." 


04: Stxteen partner agenctes of the South Afrtecan Counetl of 
Churches affirm their support of the counctl and tts 
agenctes. 


05: A three-part world-wide call for peace ts set thts Christmas, 


RECENT CICARWS SITREPS: 


Journalists tnterested tn coptes of the followtng sttuatton report 
from the World Council of Churches Commtsston on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service may request them from the Secretary for 
Emergency and Rehabtlttatton Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


1) Rwanda (no. 1, 22 November) 


2) Lebanon (no. 19, 19 November) 


WCC PUBLICATION 


Jesus Christ - the Life of the World (‘an Orthodox contrtbutton to 
the Vancouver Theme' - edited by Ion Brita): SF 11.90, US$ 5.95, 
UK$ 3.50. 


INDIAN BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
CONFER, SPEAK Service 82.12.01 


BANGALORE, India (EPS) - The bishops of four Indian denominations — [United] 
Church of North India, [United] Church of South India, Mar Thoma Church, and 
Methodist Church in India - met here for five days [8-12 November] last month. 


In statements released after their conference, the church leaders warn that 
"divisive forces are gaining strength and threaten the national integrity 
and communal harmony of our country. The various religions, languages and 
cultures that had enriched the common life of India are now being used to 
divide people." They urge that such forces be "identified and dealt with." 


The bishops also deplore a "disproportionate use of national resources for 
amassing arms," a reference to the third of the national budget allocated for 
"military build-up." They also call for an end to "piling up nuclear weapons" 
and "the dumping of nuclear waste in the Pacific Ocean." 


Speaking of the situation of India's lowest social class, the bishops ''condemn 
the atrocities committed against Harijans in Spite of constitutional 
guarantees and protections." They also speak against "inhuman treatment meted 
out to women and other weaker sections" and urge the government to "take 
strong steps against those who are inflicting cruelty and exploiting" any 
"downtrodden" groups. 


The church leaders also reject "all attempts to curb" press freedom, and ask 
that Christians in the Arunachal Pradesh area of the country be able to "enjoy 
their fundamental rights [of freedom of religion] without any hindrance." 


On various matters of church organization, the bishops suggest an "exchange of 
personnel between the churches in India for mutual understanding of one another 
and for partnership in the gospel work." They also resolve to "continue our 
search for a common mind on matters of faith and theology by constituting a 
common forum with representatives drawn from our respective theological 
commissions gf the four churches." 


The bishops describe their conference as a "unique opportunity to the bishops... 
serving from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and from Bombay to Assam, with different 
linguistic and cultural backgrounds, to come together and share with one another 
the concerns of the gospel in relation to the life and mission of the Church 

in India. There was time for prayer and worship, reflection and discussion. 

It was also a time of fellowship, which gave the bishops a foretaste of the 

joy which awaits the churches in India as they move forward towards fuller 
unity." 
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LATIN AMERICAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLY SPEAKS; ACTS Service 82.12.02 


HUAMPANI, Peru (EPS) - The inaugural assembly of the Latin American Council 

of Churches (CLAI) [EPS 82.11.100], has emphasized ecumenism, pastoral work of 
"solidarity and consolation" and concern for the region's indigenous population 
in its statements and actions. 


The more than 300 participants - representing 85 member denominations, six 
associated ecumenical organisations, 23 observer denominations and ecumenical 
organisations, and 29 other interested groups - also chose a 16-member 
governing body to be headed by Argentine Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura. 
Its membership includes four women, two indigenous persons, six lay people, 
and five aged 30 or less. 


The assembly established the post of CLAI coordinator for work with indigenous 
people, to be named in consultation with indigenous-leaders. An assembly report 
speaks against "national laws...geared toward...extermination" of such people. 
"In the name of Christian civilisation," it objects, "indigenous people are 
deprived of their land, and culturally alienated from their own communities." 


Speaking of ecumenism, the assembly said Christians would find themselves 
reunited in Christian action in solidarity with "the poor, the weak, the 
oppressed, and the marginalized." In calling for an ecumenism based on gospel 
values of "service, love, solidarity, and justice," the assembly said ecumenical 
relations need to be "nourished from the Bible and theology...so as not to 

fall into mere pragmatism and activism." 


A notable absence at the assembly was a representative of the conference 

of Latin American Roman Catholic bishops (CELAM), which had accepted an 
invitation to send one. Among the local church leaders bringing greetings was 
an auxiliary bishop of the Lima Roman Catholic archdiocese. 


EPS 


CHURCH CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
HELD ON ‘'DIAKONIA' Service 82.12.03 


GENEVA (EPS) - An international, ecumenical consultation on "diakonia" (service 

by the church) was held here at the end of last month [22-26 November]. Convened 
by the World Council of Churches world service commission (CICARWS), it 

included about 30 representatives of church-related, service-oriented programs. 


In his opening address, "Contemporary Understanding of Christian Service," 
Kentaro Buma, a United Church of Christ in Japan +(Kyodan) pastor and director 

of a workshop for the physically handicapped near Tokyo, outlined five stages 

in understanding Christian service - meeting the needs of the uprooted, 
accepting those served as "equal partners in our work,’ promoting the integration 
of those served into the community, helping the community to sacrifice in 
connection with diakonia, and welcoming the ministry which those served can 

offer to the whole community. 


"We should not monopolize Christian service," Buma observed, "keeping it to 


ourselves. The important task for us is to let the ‘least of these' make a 
witness in the community." 


The consultation also heard case studies on diakonia in Chile, Lebanon, GDR, 
Sri Lanka, and South Africa. The three previous CICARWS diakonia consultations 
were in 1965 (Geneva), 1966 (Swanwick,UK), and 1978 (Crete). 


EPS 


PARTNER AGENCIES SUPPORT Ecumenical Press 
S.AFRICAN CHURCH COUNCIL Service 82.12.04 


ZURICH (EPS) - Representatives of 16 partner agencies of the South African 
Council of Churches, meeting here last month [16 November ],voted to “reaffirm 
their support for the work and witness of the SACC under the leadership of 
Bishop Desmond Tutu," its general secretary. 


The agency representatives also say they "treat with contempt all attempts to 
discredit the leadership of the SACC," "encourage the SACC and its member 
churches to continue to support one another in the struggle for peace and 
justice for all in South Africa," and "commend the actions taken by SACC to 
continue to serve the needs of the poor and oppressed in South Africa.” 


The statement comes in the context of a South African government investigation 
of the SACC, and in the wake of an anonymous letter from "unhappy staff 
members" critical of Tutu [EPS 82.11.101]. He called the letter a "smear" 

and a statement signed by all SACC staff repudiated the unsigned document. 


Agencies associated with the statement of support are Bread for the World (FRG) 
Protestant Central Agency for Development Aid (FRG), Protestant Association 

for World Mission (FRG), Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) (USA) , Church 
World Service (USA), Norwegian Church Aid, [Lutheran] Church of Norway foreign 
relations council, Danchurchaid (Denmark), ICCO (Netherlands), Dutch Interchurch 
Aid, Interchurch Aid of the Netherlands Reformed Church, ADB (Netherlands), 
Christian Aid (UK), French Swiss Missionary Department, HEKS (Switzerland) , 

and World Council of Churches inter-church aid commission (CICARWS). 


In another reaction to the anonymous letter, the standing committee of the 
[Anglican] Church of the Province of South Africa expresses "concern" about 

the "attempts to discredit the SACC...It believes that anonymous communications 
are inappropriate between Christians, and, therefore, calls on all persons to 
ignore this letter and its content." It notes particular support for Tutu, 

who is an Anglican bishop. 


EPS 
PEACE CALL SET Ecumenical Press 
FOR CHRISTMAS Service $2412.05 


GENEVA (EPS) - ''Peace on Earth: A World-Wide Ecumenical Call," has been launched 
by an ad hoc ecumenical committee based here. The group's three-part, world- 
wide effort set this month involves a Sunday stressing justice and peace (12th) ,a 
Sunday of fasting as an act of repentance and solidarity (19th), and the 

lighting of a candle on Christmas Eve as a gesture of friendship and hope. 


The committee is urging that the equivalent of the cost of one meal be given 
to support the work of the UN Children's Fund, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, or any organisation with similar aims. The committee has secured 
endorsements from, among others, General Secretaries Edmond Perret of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Carl Mau of the Lutheran World Federation 
and Philip Potter of the World Council of Churches. "We often wonder what we, 
as individuals,can do to make the world a more just and peaceful place," Potter 
observed. "This worldwide ecumenical appeal...offers an opportunity, among 
others, to make our contribution." 


This year's effort is an outgrowth of similar, less widespread Christmas 
efforts in 1979-81. Headquarters of the coordinating committee is Christmas 
for Peace, Rue Gourgas 24, 1205 Geneva. The coordinator is Maurice Graber, 
a Swiss Reformed pastor. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.12.06-14 
82.12 SORS! sie terrace 

A working party which met in Hong Kong to consider Christian broadcasting to 
China has concluded that there is a need for broadcasting sympathetic to the 
country's recognised church leadership. Currently, more than 360 of’ the 
approximately 400 hours beamed to China each week are transmitted by Transworld 
Radio and Far East Broadcasting. A few Roman Catholic programs are sent by 
Radio Vatican in Italy and Radio Veritas in the Philippines. The meeting 
was convened by International Mass Media Institute. The Norwegian group 

1s to present a report to next May's Lutheran World Federation communication 
commission meeting. 


82.12.07:  Sweden-devaluatton 

Two Swedish church organisations - Swedish Lutheran Relief and Church of Sweden 
Mission - report they need to raise US$ 23million more to support their projects 
because of the recent 16 percent devaluation of the Swedish currency. 


82.12.08: Finland-frtendshtp 

The Finnish Lutheran Church Center for Diakonia is encouraging members of 
parishes to develop long-term friendships with sick and old people in their 
neighborhoods. About half the country's Lutheran parishes participate in the 
program, which recruited and trained nearly 9,000 such neighbors last year. 


82.12.09: USSR-death 
Baptist sources in the FRG report the death of Nikolai Chrapov, leader of a group 


of Soviet Baptists who decline to register with the government. He was 68 and 
reportedly died in a detention eamp. 


82.12.10: Hempel-elected 


The Lutheran bishop of Saxony, Johannes Hempel, has been elected head of the 
Federation of Evangelical [United and Lutheran] Churches in the GDR. He 
succeeds the United bishop of the Saxony church province, Werner Kruse. 


82.12.11: Pales'tintans—-home land 


The North Africa conference of Roman Catholic bishops met in Algiers and 
reaffirmed the right of the Palestinians to "a homeland with institutions of 
their choice." 


82.12.12: RC-weapons 

US Roman Catholic bishops have given general endorsement to a proposed pastoral 
letter on nuclear arms, expected to be published in final form next May. Their 
draft says nuclear weapons should never be used in response to non-nuclear 
attacks or against civilian targets, and that their role in deterrence ought 

to be only as a means to arms control. It also questions the propriety of 
individual Roman Catholics carrying out some aspects of US strategic policy. 
Representatives of the US administration have been critical of parts of the 
draft, and a group of "concerned Catholics" has been formed to state the case 
of Catholics who"believe in a strong, credible deterrent.” 


82.12.13: Austrta-Lutheran 

Austria's Lutherans have a new bishop. Dieter Knall, a regional church 
official based in Graz, was elected by the church synod to succeed the retiring 
Oskar Sakrausky. 


82.12.14: Prtests-recruttment 
A Vatican report, released last month 18 months after it was drawn up, says one 


reason the church is having difficulty recruiting priests is "inconsistencies 
between the faith and real life shown by [some church] people and institutions." 
No institutions are referred to specifically. 
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ECUPOINTS - News in brief from Church and Secular Sources EPo G2 whose « 
82.12.15: Srt Lanka-detenttion 

News agency reports from Sri Lanka indicate that several clergy - Roman 
Catholic, Anglican and Methodist - were detained last month in connection 
with subversion charges, though some were later released. The government 
newspaper "Evening Observer" said terrorists are disguising themselves as 
Christian clergy in some places. 


82.12.16: Clergy-parltament 


The general synod of the [Anglican] Church of England has urged the church to 
"stand alongside the poor" and consider a redistribution of financial resources 
to further inner-city work. It also called for a higher government priority 

to building and upgrading housing, and for an increase to "an acceptable level" 
in the government death grant. It now covers 10 percent of the average funeral 
cost of UK £300. The synod also asked, in a 181-147 vote, that the government 
end the ban on Anglican clergy in England and Scotland, clergy of the [Reformed 
(Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland, and Roman Catholic clergy from taking seats 
if elected to the UK parliament. 


82.12.17: Archbtshop-freed 


Alexandre do Nascimento, Roman Catholic archbishop of Lubango (Angola) has 
been freed. He had been detained since 18 October by forces opposed to the 
Angolan government. Two other church workers taken with him were released, 
but four Angolan nuns remain in the hands of the Unita movement. [Earlier 
item: @PS 82:44 15 ]. 


82.12.18: Pht ltpptnes-arrests 

In a new report on the situation in the Philippines, London-based Amnesty 
International says the "principal victims of repressive methods practiced by 
the Philippine authorities are parish priests, members of religious orders, 
and lay church workers engaged since the beginning of the 1970s in social 
action programs among peasants, workers, and squatters. [Related item: EPS 
B2Z.11./ Zeke | 


82.12.19: Indochtna-Vattcan 

The Brussels-based, Roman Catholic-related International Press Center ina 
roundup report last month [12 November] described Indochinese Roman Catholicism 
as becoming increasingly out of touch with the Vatican. IPC notes that no 
bishops from Kampuchea, Vietnam, or Laos attended the third conference of the 
Asian Roman Catholic bishops' federation, at the end of October in Bangkok. 


82.12.20: Australta-census 

In 1977, several Australian denominations, including Methodists, formed the 
Uniting Church in Australia. But in the latest Australian census, 3.4 percent 
of the population - nearly 500,000 - describe their church membership as 
Methodist, while "Uniting" is the choice of 4.9 percent, about 700,000. A 
Uniting Church spokesperson said the results reflect the nominal denominational 
adherence of many people in the country. Overall, about three-quarters of 
Australians told the census takers they are Christian, while 10.8 percent said 
they have no religious affiliation and another 11.4 percent did not answer or 
inadequately answered the voluntary question. The "no affiliation" category 
has risen from 6.7 percent in 1971. 


82.12.21: France-'sects' 

The French government has commissioned a report on "problems posed by the 
development of religious sects and pseudo religions in France."' It is to be. 
ready next 15 February. 
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ECUTEXT: "German Church Responsibility for Peace" EPS 82.12.22 


Since 1980, several consultattons have been held between representatives of 
the two canes federations of Untted, Lutheran, and Reformed territorial 
churches - the Evange Lica lL Church in Germany [FRG] and the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR~-on questtons of church responstbility for 
peace. The following ts excerpted from a longer jotnt statement by the two 
bodtes earlter thts year. 


Cooperation between churches (in particular neighbouring churches) must be 
strengthened and extended by means of confidence-building and open 
discussions on the problems they have in common and those which cause strains 
between the two sides (talks between the governing bodies of the churches; 
working groups to deal with special matters, etc.). Here each side should 
regard different views as a challenge of their faith, a call to take a fresh 


look at their own point of view on the basis of the experience of the other 
side.. ee 


Examining one's own social role includes examining the images governments project 
about themselves and their intention. When assessing the strengths and weaknesses 
of each side, comparisons between individual points must be avoided, and the 

aim should rather be to piece together a general picture. The churches should 
speak in favour of the principle of representing the social reality of the 

other side factually and without propagandistic distortions.... 


Talks between church and political leaders in their own sphere, at which the 
churches share experiences and suggestions, can be used to improve relations 
between neighbouring states with differing political and economic systems, to 
arouse understanding for the other side and thus to help in managing crisis 
Situations. The churches should also unselfishly put their mutual contacts 
at the disposal of their governments when this seems necessary in order to 
maintain and develop the relations between their states... 


Our churches must emphasise that political efforts to safeguard peace have 
priority over a preoccupation with military security, and therefore must 

(1) call for the establishment of a European peace order on the lines laid 

down in the Helsinki Final Act, (2) increase the awareness of the responsibility 
for the development of a more just world economic order shared by all 
industrialised nations, and (3) improve the effectiveness of peace education in 
all areas of public and social life by conducting their own programmes, 
exercising aceon criticism and supporting suitable initiatives. 


In their seetivdte dud statements our churches must make it clear that the 
following are essential elements of any future peace order; (1) that each side 
credibly expresses that it has a positive attitude towards the existence of and 
coexistence with the other side, (2) that each side takes the other side's need 
for security into consideration,(3) that each side refrains from trying to achieve 
maximum power and strives to create optimum security for both sides, (4) that 

each side reduces factors which arouse distrust and increase the feeling of being 
threatened, and does what it can to create confidence, (5) that each side tries 

to develop a type of armament which shows as credibly as possible that their only 
intention is to defend themselves. 


Even if an action appears to have only symbolic value, it should not be too 
readily dismissed, but seriously considered. Our churches must draw attention 
to ways in which the system of deterrence is increasingly tending to jeopardise 
peace, and to the effects of this system on prevalent life-views and the co- 
existence between people. It is especially in this area that the mission of 
political action should not be undertaken without also offering the service 

of the liberating Word of God in preaching and pastoral care. 
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ECUVIEW: ‘Political Tasks of Disarmament Education EPS 82.12.23 


The following ts the coneluston of the keynote address at an tnternattonal 
sympostum on disarmament education, 26-29 October in Htroshima. It vas 
delivered by Victor W.C. Hsu, member of the staff of the Commtsston of the 
Churches on Internattonal Affairs, sub-unit of the World Council of Churches. 
The reference to SSD II ts to the UN disarmament sesston earlier thts year. 


The most important political task of disarmament education, it seems to me, 

is to address itself to the urgent need for overcoming what social scientists 
call the psychopathology of mistrust, fear and hatred which erips our world 
today. The crucial goal will be to make use of every means at our disposal 

to promote an atmosphere of trust -- the willingness to recognize a common 
humanity in its differences of race, culture or ideology and to be more open 
and honest with each other in the pursuit of collective security in our nuclear 
age. 


Education at all levels Should seek to establish possibilities of meaningful 
contact between peoples in mutual respect. Ironically, more intensive 
strategies must also be devised to make the optimal use of the press and other 
mass media which possess awesome capabilities for breaking down the present 
almost insurmountable barriers of mistrust, and for opening up possibilities 
of mutual understanding. 


Secondly, disarmament education whether through textbooks or political activity, 
should foster and strengthen the notion of interdependence, and place accent 

on the interrelatedness of such issues as the arms race, militarism, the 
militarization of societies, the violation of human rights and development... 


People must be helped to have a global rather than a parochial understanding 

of their world and of their role in it. Disarmament can only take place when 
there is a will to achieve a more just economic order, to share material and 
human resources in an equitable way and to facilitate the participation of all 
in the life of society. The North/South conflict is at least as great and 
perhaps even greater than the East/West conflict because the East/West conflict 
of political and economic interests is frequently being played out in wars with 
and without arms in the South. 


Finally, disarmament education must help translate the public's sense of 

urgency and greater awareness on disarmament issues into a consistent and 
broadly-based political action with a view to creating impact on governments’ 
policies. This implies several immediate tasks: familiarizing the public 

about the political structures from the municipal to the national levels, 
providing timely information on proposed legislation affecting nuclear questions, 
Suggesting concrete ways for the involvement of concerned persons in lobbying 
efforts, building trust among groups and broadening the coalitions,and above 
all-nurturingthese coalitions into a mature and persistent political force. 


In the past few years a public momentum has been generated in favor of disarmament. 
It is essential that the momentum inthe:post-SSD II period be maintained and that 
the peoples' hopes and efforts are not disappointed but rather are transformed 

into a policy for peace. This political task is the most formidable challenge 

of our time.. It is indeed a matter of life and death, a struggle of hope against 
despair, of collective resistance against passive subjugation. It is a noble 

fight worth waging. I urge you to persist to the bitter end. We shall overcome. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Church of South India at 35" EPS, 82.12.24 


The following ts excerpted from an article in the publtcatton of the Madras 
diocese of the [United] Church of South India. Its author, Lessite Newbegin, 
ts now professor at the Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham, England. He was a 
misstonary tn Indta and then a CSI btshop. The CSI was tnaugurated 27 
September 1947. 


Thirty-five years ago the inauguration of the union in South India was a 
matter of mixed joy and fear in churches around the world. Many rejoiced at 
this great new step; others feared that essential elements in the Catholic 
inheritance of the church were being imperilldd. 


For us in South India it was a time of immense joy and exhilaration. When 

the decisive words had been spoken, and the great congregation in St. George's 
Cathedral rose to sing the Te Deum on that bright September morning, we knew 
that God had done something new. We looked at each other with a new freedom 
and joy, because the barriers between us had been broken down and we were no 
longer Presbyterians or Anglicans Or Methodists but members in the one family 
of God. 


And part of the joy was that we knew we could never go back, that it was a 
final commitment, that there could never again be Anglicans or Methodists 

of Presbyterians in South India. We had burned our boats and we were totally 
pledged to one another and to our Lord. 


In the months which followed we had to learn a lot from each other. Qur ways 
of doing things had been so different. For some people it was a shock to 
find that customs which had never been questioned were challenged by other 
customs and traditions. But it was exactly this questioning and this 
challenge which forced us to go back to the Scriptures and to ask afresh: 
"What does God want us to do now". It was this which gave a sense of fresh- 
ness and excitement to those early days after the union. . 


Thirty-five years later, the CSI is no longer a novelty. The churches 

in Britain and the US who got so excited about us, have largely forgotten 
that the CSI exists. And a generation has grown up in South India which 

can also take the GSI for granted. Is there a danger here?...I will just ask 
some of the questions that are on my mind. 


1. It is part of our constitution that we are committed to the eventual union 
of all Christians in one fellowship. Are we pressing forward in love and hope 
and faith towards union with the Lutheran and Baptist churches who are our 
neighbours? I know how much discouragement there has been, but I hope we do 
not give up hope or cease to go on seeking for this wider unity. 


2. The CSI is large and prosperous. It is attracting a great deal of foreign 
support in various ways. Thirty-five years ago we hoped that a united church 
would be more independent of foreign money than before and therefore able to 
develop in a thoroughly Indian way. Is there a danger of too much foreign 
money now flowing into our programmes? 


3. The sources of our life and strength lie (humanly speaking) in the village 
congregations. But the urban middle-class elements in the Church are growing in 
strength and in their intellectual and spiritual contribution to the common 
life. Is there a danger of the village congregations being left on the margin?.. 
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ECUVIEW: "Letter from Toronto" EPS: 62.12.4225 


Members of Canada's peace movement are launching a vigorous campaign to win 


the right to allocate taxes to peace instead of defence spending, and they 
plan to take the federal government to court. 


More than 60 people, mostly Christians who conscientiously object to war, have 
joined the Peace Tax Fund Committee (PTFC). When paying their 1982 taxes to 
Revenue Canada, they sent a cheque for 10.5 percent of what they owed- the per- 
centage of tax money the Canadian government spends on defence - made out to the 
Peace Tax Fund. When that cheque was returned with a note asking for a cheque 
made out to the Receiver-General, PTFC members refused. They deposited the 
cheques in a trust fund to prove no one wants to avoid paying taxes and plan 

to leave the money there until a legal decision. 


PIFC members base their case on the country's new constitution which guarantees 
freedom of conscience. They believe that means Canadians opposed to war can 
follow their conscience and refuse to contribute funds to build weapons. They 


. also point to government rulings which exempt conscientious objectors from 
nilitary service. 


PTFC is now trying to raise C$50,000 to cover legal costs. It hopes to garner 
support from Canadians who agree with their platform but are not self-employed 
and thus have no control about deduction of inc6me tax. 


idith Adamson, a Quaker from Victoria who is spearheading the campaign, 
vill represent the group in court since only one person needs to win the right 
to refuse to pay taxes for military use before all Canadians have the right. 
Adamson says,''If we could use a tenth of one per cent of the money spent on 
arms for peace research, we could find alternatives to going to war." 


An orientation weekend was held recently in Montreal to better inform North 
American delegates about their role at the upcoming World Council of Churches' 
assembly in Vancouver. About 60 of the 250 Canadian and American delegates 
attended the event, where they learned more about the WCC and talked to 
Janadian coordinator for the assembly, Gordon Howe. 


[ssues and procedures at the assembly were also discussed. A highlight was 
cole-play of the kind of situations one can expect in Vancouver such as 
-‘ranslation services breaking down and North American feminists dialoguing 
vith Orthodox priests. Delegates also discussed press relations since there 
are fears some North American publications may be engaged in a campaign to 
liscredit the WCC: and the assembly. 


panada's Roman Catholic community is excited about two recent events. 


first, it was announced that Pope John Paul II is to visit Canada in 1984. 
Mates, length and places have not been chosen; that will be planned by a 
sommittee of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


second, the pope recently canonized the country's first woman saint. Marguerite 
sourgeoys was a native of France who came to Canada in 1653 in response to a 
-all for teachers. Upon her arrival, she discovered there was a greater need 
[or working with poor people; she did that four years, then opened several 
schools for native and white children. She also founded the order of the 
songregation of Notre Dame which now has more than 2,600 sistets in Canada and 
ther countries. 


loanne Fatrhart-Houlden (Untted Chureh [of Canada /]Observer) 


ECUVIEW: ''Farewell Sermon of Beyers Naudé" EPS 82.12.26 


At the end of October [EPS 82.11.50], the South African ban on Beyers Naudé, in 
effect since 1977, was extended for three more years, thus continuing severe 
restrictions on his freedom to assoctate and communteate. The following is an 
excerpt from his farewell sermon to his congregation of the whtte Dutch Reformed 
Church INGK] in September 1963 on the text Acts 5:29 ("We must obey God rather 
than men."),. Afterwards, he became director of the then newly formed Christtan 
Institute, and as a result lost his place on the NGK clergy roster. The sermon 
appears in a new book, "Not Without Honour: Tribute to Beyers Naudé," published 
by Ravan Press, Johannesburg. 


---Qur text this morning also has meaning for our Nederduits Gereformeerde 

Kerk. We are in the particularly privileged and therefore responsible position, 
that a voice of our church can reach afar and exercise great influence. As a 
church tied closely to the people, the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk is also 
living intensely close to the people during this time when the future existence 
of our people is threatened, and every true Afrikaner feels very close to his 
people during this time of anxiety, and I consider myself an Afrikaner who 
wishes to serve his people with the same love and loyalty as in the past. 


Now I know, there are many who would say today, that now is not the time to 
speak out, even though there are many things that are unjust and morally 
indefensible, now is the time to remain silent and to stand by your people. 


Brothers and sisters, however well-meant such a viewpoint may be, donot we as 
Christians understand that such an attitude is born of fear and that fear is a 
sign of unbelief? Do we not confess and believe that if we obey God in everything 
according to his Word, we can also leave our future and the future of our people 
safely in his hands? Whose kingdom comes first, the Kingdom of God or that of 
our people? What is more important, that we will stand together or that we will 
stand with God? And what does it mean, to stand with God, except that we should 
claim the kingship of Jesus Christ over all people, thus also over our people, 
also as it concerns our ecumenical and race relations. And when we as Nederduits 
Gereformeerde Kerk fear or refuse to do this boldly, then we fail our people, 

then we commit treason against our people. 


If the NG Kerk does not understand and exercise more deeply this obedience 
demanded by God, then we will suffer endless loss and sorrow. Not only will we 
lose or frustrate the best intellectual and spiritual forces in the ranks of 

our ministry; not only will we lose the trust of thousands of our members who 
are seeking biblical light on the controversial questions of church and state, 
kingdom and nation, colour and race, and not finding it now in their church. But 
even more than this, our church is in the process of irrevocably alienating 

the hearts of our daughter churches and is closing the way for her witness to 
the churches of Africa. If our church continues with this deliberate and fear- 
inspired process of isolation, with its tragic withdrawal from the holy catholic 
church in South Africa, in Africa, we will spiritually wither and die... 


.».-In closing, this text also has meaning for other churches in South Africa and 
for the Christians in those churches, white as well as non-white. You who 
together with us confess loyalty to Christ and his Word, is your primary obedience 
and loyalty to Christ? Are you willing to call your people and your racial group 
to seek and to put this obedience above all other things? Even where this clashes 
with their deepest human sentiments? Are you willing to recognize injustice where 
injustice is committed, even against the Afrikaner? ...To all Christians...who 
sincerely seek this obedience to God...comes his glorious assurance...-if God is 
for us, who can be against us. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 1982 


by Dr Philip A. Potter 
General Secretary, World Council of Churches 


"What a life!" we often sigh, when we feel tired, when we cannot 
cope with our existence, when things do not go well, when we are 
ylost in the complexities of our world, and we grope in the dark 
and see no future for our life and the life of others. 


"What a life:" is the cry of hundreds of millions who have little, 
who see their loved ones die of starvation, whose labour brings 
no reward, whose bodies are weak and diseased, who are cast out 
as refugees and have nowhere to go or are chased from where they 
go. 


"What a life:" exclaim millions who protest against the wasting 
of material and human resources, the polluting of air and earth, 
the manipulation of life, the exploitation of people's bodies for 
selfish and fleeting pleasures, the loss of a sense of meaning 

in a world where no one seems to heed the threats to life. 


"What a life?" is the daily expression of dark despair of those 
who are denied the right to a fruitful life because of their sex 
or’ race or class, or because they challenge the forces of the 
denial of life and are silenced, imprisoned, tortured, treated 
as if they had never lived, and end up in the darkness of death 
by their persecutors. | 


‘"What a life:" is the shrug of the shoulder of those who conspire 
against life in order at all costs to preserve their own way of 
life or national security, as they coldly calculate the ways of 
surviving as merchants of death through military or terrorist 

war with arms and economic war without arms. 


"What a life?" That question was put long ago, in the Epistle of 
James, addressed to believers scattered around his world. James 
responded to their question: "What is our life?" with the words: 
"You are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and 
we shall do this or that'" (4:14-15). 


"If the Lord wills". At this Christmastide, our sigh, our cry, 
our dark despair, our cynical shrug is answered by the message 
that the Lord has willed our life. His will was his Word. And, 


CHRISTMAS MESSAGE/2 


as the Gospel of John declares: "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... In him was 
life, and the life was the light of human beings" (1:1-4). 
God's will, his Word became flesh, taking on our human life, 
that we may have life and have it in all its grace and truth in 
the freedom to give ourselves for others and in the open light 
of meaningful existence. 


This was no cheap grace or glib truth, for John goes on to say: 
"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over- 
come it” (1:5)... Our -sigh:.and,-cry -of; "Whatica;-Adfel’yarencsaid in 
the darkness which threatens to overcome us and snuff out our 
life. The message of him who became our life, Jesus Christ, is 
that his life, his freedom to love and give, to be open and 
illumine our existence, has shone through the darkness of denial 
and death. He, our risen Lord, shines in the darkness of our 
yworld. He says to us: "Truly, truly, I say to you, who hears 
my word and believes God who sent me, has eternal life; he/she 
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life" 
(John 5:24). 


What a life! It is a life in "Jesus Christ - the Life of the 
world". That is what we are called to affirm with our lives this 
Christmastide and as we prepare for the Sixth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches next year. People say "What a life!" 
in a world full of the darkness of death rather than of the light 
of life. But in Jesus Christ, we stake our lives on the con- 
viction that life is a gift of God, that God's gift of life with 
Christ enables us by faith to overcome the forces of death, that 
life in Christ is ours in all its fullness, and that this life 
unites us with all in love. 


This conviction is a vocation, and this vocation is a promise, 
for he who is our life shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
cannot overcome us. And he who is life shines in love. May we 
this Christmastide open our hearts to the coming of this life 
in love for the whole world. May our Christmas response to 
"What a life:" be: "We know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the sisters and brothers" (I John 3:14). 


NOTE TO JOURNALISTS: The message ts avatlable on cassette, read in French 
and Engltsh by Philtp Potter, and tn German by WCC Deputy General Secretary 
Konrad Ratser. French and German translations of the text are also avatlable. 
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SUM OF THE NEWS 


27: The tnternattonal affatrs director of the World Counetl of Churches 
urges the Palestine Ltberattou Organtsatton to declare tts tntentton 
to recogntse Israel. 


28: The (Angitcan) Church of the Province of Southern Africa deetdes, not 
to jotn a proposed untty covenant wtth Methodists, Congregattonaltsts, 
and Presbytertans. 


29: The Organtsatton of African Independent Churches urges the Egyptian 
government to allow Coptte Pope Shenouda to reswne active pastoral 
leadershtp. 


30: A (US) Nattonal Counetl of Churches team has concluded that forces 
of the Guatemalan government have engaged in mass killing in 
ratds on the rural populace in recent months. 


51: The dtrector of Christtan Atd, a diviston of the British Counetl 
of Churches, says supporters of the former (Somoza) government in 
Nicaragua are systematically killing reltgtous community leaders 
and others supportive of the current (Sandintsta) government. 


52: A statement from more than 300 US reltgtous leaders faults US 
government poltcy toward Central America. 


33: A Norwegtan regtonal court has deprived a pastor of hts parish 
post. He has refused for four years to perform hts duttes as 
a ctvtl servant to protest Norwegian laws permitting abortton. 


34: Nigertan church leaders votce "grave concern" at attacks on 
churches by "some fanatical Moslem elements." 


35: The Brttrsh Counetl of Churches says tt ts "ready for change so as 
better to serve the growth tnto untty." 


36: The Evangelteal Church of French Polynesia urges French President 
Frangots Mitterand to stop French nuclear tests tn the region. 


37: A substanttal "solidarity fund" for South Astan theologtcal 
educatton ts proposed. 


38: An tnternattonal, ecwnentcal seminar calls "dtakonta" (a Greek word 
for service) "essential for the life and well-betng of the church." 


PLO URGED TO DECLARE Ecumenical Press 
INTENTION ON ISRAEL Service 82.12.27 


GENEVA (EPS) - The international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches has suggested that "the time [has] come for a declaration of 
intention’ by the Palestine Liberation Organisation to "recognise Israel's 
right to exist as a state, in order to strengthen the present political 
momentum for achieving genuine peace." 


Ninan Koshy spoke here in connection with UN observance of an International 
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People [29 November]. Calling the PLO 
"one of the most viable [liberation movements in recent history] in genuineness 
of motivation, grass roots appeal, organisational structure and international 
Support and standing," Koshy said "the urgency of the situation makes new 
demands on PLO to take advantage of the favorable factors, to capitalise on 

the good will it has earned and to take bold steps." 


He added that it is "obvious that any steps beyond such a declaration fof intent to 
recognize Israel] would be subject to fulfilment of a number of conditions: by 
Israel and other countries." He did not elaborate in the speech on the’ conditions. 


Koshy noted WCC concern for the Middle East over the years, most recently in 
resolutions of the WCC central committee last July which urged a just, 
comprehensive settlement in the area, with guarantees to enable Lebanon, 
Israel, and other states in the region to live in peace within secure and 
recognized boundaries. The committee also said "the resolution of the 
Palestinian question on the basis of the Palestinians' right for self- 
determination, including the rights of establishing a sovereign Palestinian 
state'"’ is of “utmost urgency." 


Koshy said that in WCC member churches, which exceed 300 in more than 100 
countries, “there is more than ever recognition of the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people and support for their struggle for the realisation of 
these rights." He added that condemnation of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon 
earlier this year “has been strong...in our churches around the world... They--.. 
have demanded the unconditional and total withdrawal of all. foreign. forces. 
from Lebanon." 


He noted that the WCC for the last several years "has pleaded for mutual 
recognition by the Israeli and Palestinian peoples not necessarily as a 
precondition to, but rather as a product of negotiations." He said the WCC 
supports efforts of ''peace movements in Israel and among sections of Jewish 
people around the world who also affirm the rights of the Palestinian people 

and plead for coexistence of the two peoples in two mutually recognized states." 


Referring to the “acceleration of de facto annexation of the West Bank and 
Gaza, the stifling of academic and intellectual activities there, and related 
measures," Koshy called them “all part of a calculated attempt to destroy the’ 
potential of a Palestinian state. With regard to Jerusalem," he continued, 
“new measures are being taken which further violate rights and freedoms 
guaranteed by international treaties. These developments," he observed, 
"underline the urgency of the situation and the need for new initiatives on the 
part “of“ali*or uso" 


Elaborating later on conditions to be met for steps beyond a PLO declaration 

of intent to recognize Israel, Koshy said they could include Israeli “compliance 
with relevant UN Security Council resolutions,” withdrawal to pre-1967 boundaries, 
and a stop to the establishment of Jewish settlements in areas under Israeli control 
since 1967. He said the US and West European countries would be expected to accept 
the PLO as a "full partner in all negotiations related to the problem" and to 


recognize. the Palestinians' right to self-determination and an independent state. 


EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN ANGLICANS Ecumenical Press 
DECLINE UNITY COVENANT Service 82.11.28 


PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa (EPS) - The general synod of the [Anglican] Church ! 
of the Province of Southern Africa has decided not to be part of the proposed unity 


covenant with South African Methodists, Congregationalists,and Presbyterians. 


The decision came after six hours of debate. After an informal vote showed 

the covenant as a whole would not receive the required two-thirds majority, 

the synod voted overwhelmingly (145-21) to approve three of seven covenant 
principles - to "work together for the spread of the gospel, for justice, peace, 
and freedom," to "become a fellowship in Christ that is not divided by tradition, 
nation, culture, class, and color" and to "seek ways of cooperation in worship, 
witness, and service." 


Sticking points for Anglicans were covenant proposals to achieve common member- 
ship and a reconciliation of ordained ministries. The South African covenant 
was described as "not as comprehensive" as one which English Anglicans 

declined this year, also in connection with issues related to ordained ministry 
[EPS 82.07.38]. 


The Anglicans' prospective covenant partners all endorsed it earlier this year. 
[Earlier story: EPS 82.07.1011]. 


EPS 


Ecumenical Press 


AFRICAN INDEPENDENT CHURCHES 
Service’ 82.12:29 


VOTE SUPPORT FOR COPTIC POPE 


NAIROBI (EPS) - At its second conference, here, [EPS 82.11.119] the Organisation 
of African Independent Churches has urged the Egyptian government to allow 
Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Pope Shenouda to resume active pastoral leadership. 
In connection with action in September, 1981, against persons judged to be 
threats to national unity, the Egyptian government withdrew its endorsement of 
the pope's election. Since then, he has been living in a desert monastery 

[1981 EPS. fo. P2549. 


The conference also voted to decentralize some OAIC operations, locate 
executive staff here, and promote existing relationships with other world 
and regional Christian bodies. 


Urging support for a program of theological education by extension (TEE), the 
organisation resolved to publish Bible lessons and other theological material, 
and finance TEE workshops and seminars, including such subjects as primary 
health education, church management, and development. The effort also 
includes translation of TEE materials into various African languages. 


EPS 


CHURCH TEAM FINDS RIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
VIOLATIONS IN GUATEMALA Service 82.12.30 


NEW YORK (EPS) - A four-person team under the auspices of the [US] National 
Council of Churches has concluded that Guatemalan government forces have 
engaged in mass killing in raids on the rural populace in recent months. 


The team said it conducted 409 field interviews in Cuatemala and at refuge 

sites in Mexico, speaking with peasants, government officials, 

army officers, and others. It also related much of the violence to what it 
described as racist attitudes towards Guatemalan peasants, most, of whom are 
American Indians. 


In October, the NCC protested reported human rights violations in Guatemala, Its 
leader, Efrain Rios Montt, genied them. He invited the NCC to send. a team to. 
investigate for itself. The NCC accepted once it was satisfied its conditions 
fostering free access and reducing the possibility of reprisals against 

those critical of the government were met [EPS 82.11.106]. The: team was in 
Guatemala several days of last month. | 


The team said peasants spoke cautiously, but nonetheless detailed army attacks 
on rural villages suspected of harbouring "subversives". The team report includes 
specifics about army torture and terror [EPS 82.12.49]. 


The visiting church group said it found evidence that both government and 
anti-government forces disguise themselves by wearing uniforms of. the. other. 

as they carry out attacks. There is also evident, it said, that, insurgents kill 
informers publicly and summarily, but without torture and mutilation..,..... 


Among its other conelusions:: 


= Tne army kills men identified (sometimes by hooded Paro er aie. “as. ecard ae 
supporters, frequent ly in the presence of families and neighbors, and buries 
the victims in mass graves. 


- The army is forcing civilians to join "civil patrols" that are sometimes... 
used as advance parties in government efforts to find anti-government, forces. 


- In conflict areas, peasants are forcibly relocated into government controlled 
"model villages" where the army et a central role, causing a pervasive 
atmosphere of fear. 


- Army officers responsible for major human-rights violations under. the 
previous government have not been brought to trial. 


- The armed opposition to the government, though receiving some, non-Guatemalan 
assistance, seems essentially a self-perpetuating national movement. The team 
said army officers said they never found Cuban personnel among dead or 
captured guerrillas. 


In several pages of recommendations, the team urges prayers for Guatemalan 

peace and reconciliation, frequent international communication and exchange 
visits with Guatemalan church groups, an invitation to an independent. body 

to monitor the Guatemalan human-rights situation under conditions like those 
arranged for the NCC team, and continuation of the US and Canadian moratorium 

on military assistance to Guatemala. It also recommends an end to economic and 
development aid till there igs independent verification that human-rights 
violations have ceased. 


EPS 


SOMOZA SUPPORTERS. LINKED rata i ou 
WITH NICARAGUA KILLINGS ee VSP) Geshe.) 


LONDON (EPS) - Director Charles Elliott of Christian Aid, a division of the 
British Council of Churches, says religious community leaders, teachers, 
project directors, and leaders of cooperatives in border areas of Nicaragua 
are being systematically killed by supporters of the country's former 

(Som za) government, overthrown in the Sandinista revolution in 1979. 


After a two-week Central American visit, Elliott spoke of fears of an all-out 
war between Nicaragua and neighboring Honduras. He noted that there has been 
substantial church-agency support for Nicaraguan government-sponsored projects 
related to literacy, health, and agriculture. 


Elliott said the situation is reminiscent of tactics used in the 1960s and 
1970s during the Vietnam war. "To be named as a local leader is to invite 
elimination in a very short space of time," he stated. He said US activities 
to destabilise the Nicaraguan government are "simply failing," and dismissed 
reports-that there are Soviet MIG aircraft in Nicaragua as untrue. 


He*aiso-* said “rie**138 impressed with Sandinista prisons where "men 
depraved by the jobs they'd been doing as members of Somoza death squads 

are discovering a new sense of purpose, a new vision of what life can be, and 
then being released." 


Referring to tensions between Sandinista authorities and Misquito 
Indians along the Nicaragua coast, Elliott said relations have improved. 
The government has forced some of the Indians to move in connection with 
a drive against what it considers counter-revolutionary elements. ‘An 
increasing proportion of the Indians now understand that they are safer" 
where they have been moved, he observed. 


EPS 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS FAULT . Ecumenical Press 
CENTRAL AMERICA POLICY ) ’ Service 82.12.32 


NEW YORK. (EPS) - More than 300 US religious leaders have issued a message 
against US government policy in Central America. Distributed by the Inter- 
Religious Task Force on El Salvador and Central America, the ecumenical pastoral 
letter was signed by the heads of several US denominations and nearly two 

dozen Roman Catholic bishops. 


The signers say that as US citizens they are "particularly sensitive to the 
responsibility that our government bears in the oppression and violence in 
Central America." They describe the government's course as one which "will only 
increase the bloodshed and violation of people's rights and dignity, as well as 
increase the danger of regional war." 


Participants in the news conference at which the letter was made public said 
it was issued in consultation with Central American church leaders. They 
agreed that not all religious leaders there would endorse it. 


EPS 


NORWAY COURT OUSTS PASTOR Ecumenical Press 
OVER HIS ABORTION PROTEST Service 82.12.33 


TROMS@, Norway (EPS) - A regional court has deprived Bérre Knudsen of his 
post as parish pastor near here. Knodsen refuses to perform his duties 
as a civil servant to protest the country's laws permitting abortion. 


The pastor says he will appeal to the supreme court. He was acquitted by a 
lower court last February. For nearly four years, he has refused to conduct 
weddings, keep church registers, receive state mail, or collect his state 
Salary. To date supporters in his parish have raised about NK 500,000 on his 
behalf. 


Four of the country's 10 [Lutheran] Church of Norway diocesan bishops were 
called as witnesses. Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot, CN primate, said he could 
not accept Knudsen's divisions of his duties into church and state parts. 
Arvid Nergord, bishop of Knudsen's diocese, said the pastor performs his 
pastoral duties well and "I cannot advise that he be deprived of his office." 


Knudsen was also supported by Per Lénning, who resigned as CN bishop of Borg 
in 1976 to protest the abortion law. Lénning's brother Inge, a University of 
Oslo theologian, lamented that an attempt to keep women from having a major 
say in abortion decisions has caused basic ethical questions to be overlooked 
in the abortion debate. 


The court decision rejects Knudsen's argument that his job is separable into 
church and state parts. It dismisses his parallel between his protest and the 
refusal of CN clergy to be linked with the state during the Nazi occupation. 

-It says only health workers can make a conscience claim with regard to the 
abortion law, and that a CN pastor may be removed from a post without the bishop's 
consent. The decision does not affect Knudsen's status as a CN pastor. 


Since the 1979 broadening of the abortion law, abortions have increased Lite bey 
though the birth rate has fallen markedly. In addition, reforms in church- 
State relations are reducing the civil service functions which are part of a 
CN pastor's job. 


EPS 
NIGERIA CHRISTIAN GROUPING: Ecumenical Press 
END MUSLIM CHURCH ATTACKS Service 82.12.34 


LAGOS (EPS) - The Christian Association of Nigeria - a grouping of the member 
denominations of the Christian Council of Nigeria, plus the country's Roman 
Catholic dioceses and some other church jurisdictions - has expressed "grave 
concern, horror and shock" at "the wanton, barbaric and inhuman destruction 
of sacred places of Christian worship and allied institutions" during recent 
rioting by "some fanatical Moslem elements" in Kano state[82.11.107]. 


CAN calls these "acts of hooliganism" a "direct violation of the fundamental 
human rights especially as it relates to the freedom of worship solidly 
entrenched" in the Nigerian federal constitution. 


Expressing appreciation for assurances by the Nigerian government that it would 
deal decisively with rioters, CAN nevertheless urges the authorities to "ensure 
an immediate stop...to these sadistic and destabilising operations, which are 

also spreading to other parts of the federation. It is clear," CAN continues, 

"that the continuation of this pattern of atrocities without immediate check 
holds the imminent danger of threatening the peace and unity of this country. 
whose population is approximately equally composed of Muslims and Christians. 


EPS 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
"READY FOR CHANGE' FOR UNITY Service 82.12.35 


LONDON (EPS) - The British Council of Churches has expressed its readiness to 
change in response to the new ecumenical situation created by the failure 
earlier this year of the proposed covenant that would have linked English 
Anglicans, Methodists, Moravians and United Reformed [EPS 82.07.38] by Pope 
John Paul's visit to Britain; and by the demise at the end of this year of 
the Nationwide Initiative in Evangelism. 


The long resolution that summed up the debate at the autumn meeting of the 
BCC assembly here [22-24 November] also served as a positive response to an 
ecumenical initiative launched by the Roman Catholic bishops of England and 
Wales a fortnight earlier [EPS 82.11.103]. 


The BCC resolution recognized the transitional nature of the BCC as an 
instrument of unity, affirmed that it is "ready for change so as better to 
serve the growth into unity" and specifically invited the Roman Catholic Church 
"to share in the discussion of changes which might hasten the day when it can 
feel ready to become a member." 


In addition the resolution began by reaffirming the BCC's belief "that Cod in 
Christ founded one Church" and committing itself anew to the belief "that 

the visible unity in life and mission of all Christ's people is the will of 
God." It stressed the need for prayer, and called on member churches to work 
for unity, among other things by encouraging local ecumenical projects. 


The BCC also approved new criteria for grants made through its community and 

race relations unit to organizations working to combat racism or to overcome 
effects of discrimination. Some of these grants arouse controversy, as with 

the UK £500 grant to the Liverpool 8 Defence Committee, which came into existence 
after the rioting in the Toxteth area of that city. 


Under the criteria a project would, among other things, have to be effective 
in combatting racism or helping to overcome the effects of discrimination; 
contribute to justice, peace and fellowship in Britain's multi-racial and 
multi-cultural society; respond to needs felt within the community: 
concerned; and be properly run. 


A proposal to establish a peace unit within the BCC was left a little uncertain 
by the addition, by a narrow majority, of an amendment so that the BCC is to 
implement specific proposals for the promotion of peace and justice "by the 
establishment of a peace unit or in some other way." 


This enables the BCC to find alternatives to setting up a new unit within an 
organization that is feeling the financial pinch. On several occasions the 
assembly was warned that the 1984 budget would have to be 11 percent higher 
than that of 1983 merely to maintain the BCC at its present level. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 


EPS 


POLYNESIAN EVANGELICALS: Ecumenical Press 
END FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS Service 82.11.36 


PAPEETE, Tahiti, French Polynesia (EPS) - In a letter on behalf of the synod 
of the Evangelical Church of French Polynesia, ECFP President Utia Marurai 
has urged French President Francois Mitterand to do all he can to end nuclear 
testing in French Polynesia. Uita said the synod's request is "not the 
taking of a political position, but nothing other than a decision inspired 
by the gospel." The letter also condemns the arms race in general, seeing 


"dialogue and immediate disarmament" as "the only future solution for the 
world's peoples." 


Besides a stop to nuclear testing, the synod's resolution urges an end to 
dumping radioactive waste in the Pacific, and to the “nuclear race." 


EPS 
"SOLIDARITY FUND' PROPOSED Ecumenical Press 
FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION Service 82.11.37 


GENEVA (EPS) - A proposal for a substantial "solidarity fund" in support of 
South Asian theological education was among the points of discussion during 

a two-day consultation on "self-reliance and contextualization of theological 
education in southern Asia," here last month [16-17 November ]. 


Coordinated by the World Council of Churches' theological education program 
(PTE), the consultation included about 25 theological educators, church 
leaders, and church agency representatives from South Asia, North America, 
and Europe. 


A final version of the proposal, including a precise amount for the fund, 
is to be shared with potential contributors next year. The money weuld be 
raised from 1984 to 1988. The fund would be associated with the Board of 
Theological Education of the Senate of Serampore College.in India. The 
board is a vehicle for common theological education.efforts in the region. 


Goal of the fund is to "enable theological education in the region to be 
self-reliant and so able to set up its own priorities and programs" and to 
"assist the institutions to venture into innovative programs." A portion 
of the fund is to be raised from South Asian sources. 


In a presentation on priorities in South Asian theological education, Church 
of South India Bishop P.V. Premasagar, president of the Senate of Serampore 
College, outlined nine concerns for the 1980s:theological education for all 
Christians; the implications for curriculum, learning experience, and research 
of placing theological education in an appropriate cultural and historical 
context; focus on Christian ministry; development of an Asian theology in 
the context of poverty, the struggle for social justice, and religious 
pluralism; new ways of doing theology, such as the process of action/ 
reflection; theological education by extension and continuing theological 
education; faculty and library development; women's participation in 
theological education and ministry; ecumenical cooperation. 


EPS 


CHURCH 'DIAKONIA' Ecumenical Press 
SEEN AS ESSENTIAL Service 82.12.38 


GENEVA (EPS) - A call to see "diakonia" (a Greek word for service) as 
"essential for the life and well-being of the church" has been made by an 
international ecumenical diakonia seminar, here [22-26 November, EPS 82.12.03] 


The seminar report deals with the issue under two main headings - "struggling 
for justice and human dignity" and "healing and sharing life in community." 

It suggests eight "key words" to characterize diakonia - essential, local, 
world-wide, preventive, structural/political, humanitarian, mutual, liberating. 


The report describes diakonia as "never a subject-object relationship, but a 
relationship of exchange in a healing and sharing community. Institutional 

forms of diakonia, useful though they may be, cannot take over the responsibility 
of the local Christian communities." 


Urging a wider perspective to complement local diakonia, the report warns that 
"in local situations churches may become narrow-minded because of privileged 
living conditions." It also notes that "in some national situations, churches 
have limited opportunities in their diaconal outreach because the system limits 
them to service within the church. In other situations churches are prevented 
from going further than individual forms of service. They need forms of 
international solidarity from churches elsewhere, in order to unmask the powers 
which victimize people." 


The report also urges an emphasis on “preventive action" in diakonia because 
"too often we have fought the symptoms of the diseases without looking for the 
root causes. Then diakonia can be misused by the powerful to sooth their 
conscience, so that the effects of injustice may look less disastrous." 


Noting different possibilities for structural/political action by the church in 
different countries, the report observes that "even when the objective of 
service is not political, its effect may be." In an effort to be "preventive, 
comprehensive, and holistic," it advises, the church "must pay attention to the 
structural and political causes of misery, enslavement, or suffering." 


Diakonia "should always be available to all people, regardless of religion or 
any other human differentiation," the report advises. It says "Christians may 
discover that inter-faith or community organizations are the most effective 
means of service.’ The report also calls "feelings of superiority...incompatible" 
with “real service." 


As for diakonia as liberating, the report urges the church to "serve the oppressed, 
not take their place,"' to be concerned with the "empowerment of the people” so 

that "the oppressed may make their own assessment of their situation and determine 
the diakonia that can remedy it...Those involved in the church's diakonia," it 
suggests, ‘must become its acting subjects." 


The seminar was arranged by the World Council of Churches inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) in connection with preparation for the sixth WCC assembly, 
24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The two main 
sections of the seminar report deal with two of the eight assembly issues. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources Reoteerias 39-44 
82.12.89: Patrtarch-treatment 


Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, "first among equals" in the Eastern Orthodox 
hierarchy, has left Istanbul for unspecified medical treatment in Switzerland. 

An announcement last month from the Patriarchate's center near Geneva says that 
"given the strictly private and therapeutic nature of this stay, which requires 

a total abstention from all other activity," the patriarch "will make no 

official visits and receive no one" during his time in the country. Metropolitan 
Meliton of Chalcedon is acting patriarch during Dimitrios' absence. 

82.12,40:,. Dtsarmament-magazine 


"Disarmament Campaigns," an international monthly based in The Hague, Netherlands 
covering the peace movement, has launched a campaign to boost its circulation 

and readership. The magazine's 13-person editorial board includes people 

from church and peace groups in Netherlands, UK, US, Belgium, France, 
Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden and FRG. It shares offices with the (Dutch) 
Interchurch Peace Council (IKV). 


82.12.41: WSCF-appotntment 


A Presbyterian Cuban electrical engineer, Manuel Quintero, has joined the staff 
of the Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation as associate general 
secretary. Active in the Cuban Student Christian Movement, he was for three: 
years a Mexico-based WSCF regional staff member. 


82.12.42: Vattican-cardinals 


About 100 cardinals met with Pope John Paul for four days late last month to 
discuss reforms in Vatican governance, including financial structures and 
arrangements. In connection with the meeting the pope issued a set of guide- 
lines in an effort to limit wasteful spending and questionable fund-raising 
activities. The Vatican faces a reported US$ 30 million deficit this year. 


Its bank (IOR) has been linked with the collapse of the Milan-based Banco 
Ambrosiano. 


82.12.45: Russtan Orthodox 

The 41-member praesidium chosen at last May's interreligious conference on 
nuclear weapons issues sponsored by the Russian Orthodox Church [EPS 82.05.62] 
has urged the UN general assembly to urge both nuclear superpowers to freeze 
their arsenals. It also asks "realistic" US-USSR talks to eliminate weapons 
of mass destruction. Principles for the talks are to be reliable control 

and planning, and equality and mutual security "for everyone in all spheres." 
Praesidium members come from 12 countries and include Buddhist, Muslim, Jewish, 
and Christian representatives. 


82.1244: Netherlands-homosexual 

The general synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN) has 
reaffirmed its 1979 report on homophilial orientation and behavior, which 
does not rule out all homosexual activity by GKN members in good standing. 
The report has been debated and criticized since then by other denominations 
to which the GKN.is related, notably the Christian Reformed Church of North 
America. The new GKN synod decision is expected to be a major factor in the 
recommendation by the CRC interchurch relations committee to the 1983 CRC 
synod on whether or not to end GKN-CRC "table and pulpit" fellowship. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.12%45-47 
82.12.45: PLO-ertttetsm 


"In view of the one-sided line presented," the Christian-Jewish relations 
adviser for the United Reformed Church in the UK, Ronald Lewis,is circulating 
a statement on Israel's conduct in Lebanon made last August by “elders and 
leaders'’ of three Israeli congregations. It is strongly critical of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation and speaks of "PLO terrorists." Of the 
Israeli action, it says that "no war was fought more justly, for more just 
purposes or in a more humane way. We call upon all men of good will to 
reject the ugly lies that are being propagated concerning our country and 

to lend their support to the present efforts with the hope of achieving a 
peaceable but fair resolution of the present tensions." 


82.12.46: Denmark-bapttsm 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark reports that though the proportion 
of infants baptized continues to decline (to about five of six Danes born in 
1980), there is an "obvious increase" in the number of children and young 


people who decide to be baptized, especially in connection with catechism and 
confirmation. 


82.12.47: Geneva-bishop 


The consistory of the National Protestant Church of Geneva has announced its 
intention to study in detail a proposal to re-establish a separate, Geneva- 
based Roman Catholic diocese, part of a plan to increase the number of Swiss 
RC dioceses from six to nine. The Geneva proposal has aroused some Reformed 
opposition [EPS 82.08.86 ]. Geneva was the center of 16th-century church 
reform efforts led by John Calvin. 


EPS 
ECUPAST: News of 25 Years Ago from EPS of January 1958 EPS 82°12.46 


Integration of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches was approved "in principle" by the IMC assembly near Accra, Ghana. 
[Union of the two bodies was formalized at the 1961 WCC. assembly in New Delhi]... 
The National Council of Churches in Indonesia sent an open letter to Dutch 
Christians regretting "excesses" in actions against Dutch nationals in the 
onetime Dutch colony: It urged the nationals to stay in Indonesia. A state~ 
ment on the issue from the Netherlands Reformed Church urged intercession for 
God's justice and reconciliation....The Presbyterian Church in Cameroon became 
independent of North American Presbyterianism....More changes in the administration 
of the Lutheran Church in Hungary were announced "following government 
intervention to replace its elected officials.'' Church and state leaders 

issued a joint declaration outlining mutual obligations....A French pastor was 
arrested and charged with sheltering a leader of the National Liberation Front 
of Algeria (then a French colony) and helping the leader to escape to 
Switzerland....Archbishop of Canterbury Geoffrey Fisher condemned human 
artificial insemination by donors other than husbands....In separate statements, 
FRG Roman Catholic and Evangelical leaders warned against dangers of mixed 
marriages....The first All Africa Church Conference met, in Ibadan, Nigeria. 

It also established a continuation committee to consider setting up a 

permanent secretariat for Africa. [Now, the All Africa Conference of Churches 

is based in Nairobi. ] 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Guatemala Massacre Details" EPS_ 82.12.49 


The following ts excerpted from a [US] Wattonal Council of Churches summary 
of an NCC team's investigation of reports of massacres of Guatemalan peasants 
by government forces [EPS 82.11.29, Gaadded 0G, 82.233 304 


According to the team,in the first half of October the army surrounded the 
village of Santa Anita las Canoas, assembled all the men and took them to 
Chutalim, to show the miserable condition of refugees who had gathered there 

and tell them that "this is the fate of those who join the 'mierda'" - a crude 
reference to the guerrillas. On October 18,the army returned and hooded men 

among them identified 18 men as "collaborators" with insurgents, the report 

said. An officer came and gave the order to execute the 18. The report continued, 
"That very night they were shot in the chapel yard and their bodies buried 

in the cornfield just below the yard." 


In response to a March ambush on an army truck by guerrillas near the town of 
San Jose Poaquil, several men from the village of Hacienda Santa Maria "were 
taken into the health post there,tortured and killed," the report said. Anti- 
government slogans were painted with their blood on the walls of the health 
post which remains closed because it is not gafe for health workers to visit, 
and the army blamed guerrillas. Villagers say the army is responsible. 


On November 4, several strangers dressed in sports clothes arrived at a private 
social event in a village near the city of Heuhuetenango, drew automatic 
weapons and accused the musicians in a band there of being "subversive." They 
ordered the guests outside, tied one musician to a tree and tortured him with 

a strangulation device known as garrote, the team was told. The victim was 
slowly strangled to death as his tormentor twisted a stick passed through a 

rope tied around his neck. 


Not allowing anyone to leave during the killing, the strangers told the villagers, 
"we want you all to see what happens to those who are subversives,'' the team 
reported. After the man died, he and the four remaining musicians were taken 

in a van, the report continued "On the morning of November 5 his body was seen 

in the morgue in the Huehuetenango hospital, together with the body of a 

second musician, identified by a relative. The other three men have 'disappeared.".. 


The army is forcing civilians to join "civil patrols" that are sometimes ordered 
to serve as advance parties for the army and search out and engage guerrillas. 


One army tactic is to disguise soldiers in the olive fatigue uniforms of leftist 
guerrillas in order to make peasants believe their attackers were anti-government 
subversives. However, the team learned that the rural people can tell army 
personnel from guerrillas by discerning different haircut styles, speech, footwear, 
by the fact that only the army uses motorized vehicles, and even by recognizing 
individuals. Also, it is doubtful, the team reported, that the guerrillas, who 
would be looking for food for themselves, would destroy sources such as crops. 


On the other hand, the team reported it found evidence suggesting that the 
guerrillas sometimes disguise themselves in army uniforms, and that insurgent 
forces have killed informers publicly and summarily but without torturing and 
mutilating them. 


In areas of conflict, the army is requiring many families to relocate their 
ancestral land holdings into ''model villages" controlled by the army. In these 
villages, the army plays a central role in government sponsored deve lopment 
programs that are imposed there. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: '"WCC-Roman Catholic Relations" EPS 62.72% 50 


René Beaupére, author of the following, ts a Domtntcan priest and dtrector 
of the Centre Satnt-Irénée in Lyon, France. The article appeared tn a 
longer form tn the ortginal French tn SOEPI, French-language counterpart 
OF Bi bian 


This is an exasperating subject, at least for me, because, officially, 

according to both Rome and Geneva, everything is going well. Every year at WCC 
Central Committee - and 1982 was no exception - an observer from the Secretariat. 
for Promoting Christian Unity is invited to address a plenary session. With 
unfailing regularity he paints an optimistic picture and gives renewed 
assurances of further cooperation; and every year this short address is 
received with warm applause. But is it really anything more than a ritual? 


The RC-WCC Joint Working Group, whose report this year was received in closed 
session pending the meeting of the executive committee next February can,of 
course, point to an impressive list of joint achievements, albeit more on the 

side of reflection than action. Relations range from full and equal participation 
in, for example, the Commission on Faith and Order, where about 10Z of Commission 
members are Roman Catholic, to more sporadic contacts with other WCC departments. 


Why, then, is the impression quite different when one talks about it to certain 
heads of department in Geneva, or reads some of. the WCC material, especially from 
the justice and service unit? They express concern; they speak about marking 
time, withdrawal, disillusionment.... 


Let me make two comments. First, progress in ecumenism today is being made 
chiefly at the local, national, and regional levels, hence the difficulty for’ 
the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church as seen from the Vatican, because each in 
its own way has international scope. Both are expected to play a stimulating, 
coordinating role, but to do so without taking the place, the one.of ..its member 
churches, the other of local Catholic churches. Yet the temptation for both to 
become a kind of superchurch is very strong. Can certain attitudes expressed 
by the pope and the Roman secretariats not perhaps be interpreted as tending in 
this direction? Likewise perhaps, one might understand certain sharp.remarks 
from Philip. Potter about the ossified attitudes of some church leaders and. their 
imprisonment in vested interests, which hae led to greater cooperation between the 
the WCC and what are in fact fringe groups in the churches. In both Rome and 
Geneva all this is, of course, done with the laudable intention of propelling 
things along in the right direction. 


This brings me to my second comment. If the problems facing the WCC and the 
Roman Catholic Church are: comparable, though situated at different levels, would 
it not be sensible to streamlinerelations between these two large bodies? It is 
no longer enough, I am afraid, simply to keep increasing the number of bridges; 
in fact, by doing so we may even be obscuring the basic problem under a 
camouflage of achievements which in themselves are anything but negative. To my 
way of thinking, it is regrettable that, after an outstanding Roman Catholic 
presentation at the Uppsala Assembly of 1968, and the visit to Geneva by Pope 
Paul VI the following year, a Joint Commission suggested (with endorsement from 
Rome and Geneva) that it would be wiser to postpone an application for membership 
in the WCC by the Roman Catholic Church. 


While I can see the difficulties this possibility raised, and still raises, on both 
sides, I nevertheless firmly believe that if we had had the courage to press ahead, 
the advantages for both partners would have outweighed the disadvantages which are 

in any case growing steadily more apparent as the years go by. 
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The Untted Church of Chrtst tn Japan (Kyodan) approves a covenant 
wtth the Korean Chrtsttan Church tin Japan. 


The Zambian arehbtshop called to the Vatican last April reportedly 
urges hts supporters to stop thetr acttvittes on his behalf. 


Several South Afrtean Angltcan leaders express "distress, pain, and 
regret" over their denominatton's synod's refusal to approve a covenant 


with Methodtsts, Congregattonaltsts, and Presbyterians. 


Philtppine bishops meet wtth government representatives amidst continuing 
church-state tenston. 


There have been vartous staff changes at the World Council of Churches. 


An tnternattonal Lutheran meeting reports "far-reaching" agreement on the 
place and role of btshops tn Lutheranism. 


wCC PUBLICATION 


The Genests and Formatton of the World Counctl of Churches («a book that"fills 


a major gap tn the ltterature on ecumentsm tn our century" — by W.A.Vtsser 't 
Hooft, WCC General Secretary ttll 1966): SF 13.90, US$ 6.95, UK£ 3.75 


KYODAN ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
VOTES COVENANT Service 82.12.51 


HAKONE, Japan (EPS) - Approximately 500 delegates, observers, and guests 
attended the 22d general assembly of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan), here last month. . 


The assembly approved a covenant involving mutual recognition of ministry and 
Sacraments and plans for joint mission with the Korean Christian Church in 
Japan. Still subject to KCCJ approval, the covenant includes an outline of 
relationships between the two bodies, including what Kyodan Moderator 
Ushiroku Toshio calls "our past mistakes." 


During World War II, the KCCJ was required to be part of the Kyodan, though 
Korean was not recognized as a language. The assembly also voted to raise 


a ¥ 100 million offering for the KCCJ over a ten-year period beginning in 
1984. 


In another area of sensitive relationships, the assembly gave its new executive 
committee the task of re-evaluating the 1969 union of the Kyodan with the 
United Church of Christ in Okinawa. The terms of the coming together of the 
two have been criticized as insufficiently sensitive to Okinawan concerns. 


A legacy of internal disagreement in the Kyodan is the failure of its Tokyo 
district to meet for more than a decade. That impasse was not overcome at the 
assembly. 


Tonozaki Chozaburo, leader of a Tokyo group trying to reconcile the actions said 
time is needed to hear views of those raising important issues for the church. 
"But most church members in Tokyo," he observed, "still have an image of helmets 
and staves and a fear of violence," a reference to events of the 1970s. Ushiroku 
observed that "the final solution must come from within the district itself." 


EPS 
ZAMBIAN ARCHBISHOP SAYS Ecumenical Press 
SUPPORTERS SHOULD STOP Service 82.12.52 


LUSAKA, Zambia (EPS) - The National Mirror newspaper here has reported that 
the city's Roman Catholic archbishop has appealed to groups formed to support 
him to stop their activities. Emmanuel Milingo was called to Rome last April 
in connection with controversy about his faith-healing activities and 
administration of his archdiocese. 


The church newspaper said Milingo asked, in an "exclusive telephone interview," 
that "nothing, absolutely nothing...be said or done to cause seeds of hatred 

and division" because of him. "Milingo is not the church. Milingo is a 
follower of Christ and has faith in the love of God, even in suffering," the 
archbishop reportedly said. He added that activity on his behalf is 
“unwittingly prolonging my stay." 


He also said the Vatican-appointed medical doctor has found nothing wrong with 
him. Milingo said he is "homesick and would like to be back as soon as possible." 
Earlier, the Mirror quoted another bishop who has visited Milingo twice as 
characterizing him as "bitter about his prolonged stay." [Earlier items: 

EPS. 82.10.17,36] 


EPS 


"DISTRESS, PAIN, REGRET' Ecumenical Press 
OVER SA COVENANT ACTION Service 82.12.53 


PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa (EPS) - In the wake of Anglican 
rejection of parts of a proposed covenant among South African 
Anglicans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Methodists 
[EPS 82.12.28], 75 members of the synod of the [Anglican] Church 
of the Province of Southern Africa have signed an open letter 
expressing "distress, pain, and regret". 


Signers include several Anglican bishops, including Desmond Tutu, 
general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. They 
assure Congregationalist Joe Wing, secretary of the Church Unity 

Commission, that "there are many of us who have a deep commitment 
to the unity which our Lord demands of us." 


The synod overwhelmingly approved three covenant principles - on 
cooperation and inclusiveness - but said it would consider four 
others only when a plan for "visible union" of the denominations is 
ready. Those clauses would have meant mutual recognition of 
communicant members and ordained ministers (the latter subject to 
established licensing or appointment procedures), participation by 
leaders of each denomination in future ordinations, and special 
services of recognition and reconciliation to mark solemn acceptance 
of the covenant. 


A different reaction came from the CPSA's Church Union. It called 
the vote a victory for "the catholic and sacramental nature of our 
faith" 


In other action, the synod voted (165-6) to express "serious doubts" 
about the legitimacy of the South African armed forces (SADF) "whose 
role is increasingly seen as the protector of a profoundly immoral 
and unjust social order in which the majority of the people suffer 
gross oppression and exploitation." 


However, the synod declined a motion that would have withdrawn 
Anglican chaplains from the SADF unless they do not wear military 
uniforms, and are appointed and paid by the bishop under whose 
authority they would remain. Seek, newspaper of the CPSA, said 
the votes on the chaplaincy issue were "racially polarised to an 
extent which caught the eye of local and foreign observers," with 
most blacks in favor, most whites opposed. 


EPS 


BISHOPS MEET WITH PHILIPPINE Ecumenical Press 
GOVERNMENT REPS ON TENSIONS Service 82.12.54 


MANILA, Philippines (EPS) - Philippine Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile has 
told leaders of the country's Roman Catholic bishops' conference that the 
government won't release priests arrested on charges of violating the country's 
anti-subversion laws. 


The bishops proposed that religious workers be released in the custody of their 


religious superiors. "If we were to do what we are requested to do," the 
government official said, "it will appear to the world that we are buckling 
down under pressure." The meeting between the bishops and defense official was 


characterized by New York-based Religious News Service as "the first high-level 
church-state talks here in 35 years." 


Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos said after the meeting that some 

arrested church workers could be released in custody of their religious 
superiors, but on a case-by-case, not blanket basis. He said some priests 

and nuns released under such a policy resumed anti-government activity and/or 
did not appear for subsequent court hearings. Before the meeting, Marcos 
said in a televised speech that "the days when the friars dictated what we 
should do... are over",He said there would be no exceptions in applying Philippine 
anti-subversion laws, whose maximum penalty is death. 


The meeting with the bishops came in the midst of continuing church-state 
tensions related to the actions and attitudes of some church workers. [EPS 
82.08.46,90] 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
STAFF CHANGES Service 82.12.55 


GENEVA (EPS) - Among recent staff changes at the World Council of Churches are: 


From the January/February issue, the editor of One World magazine is Marlin 
VanElderen. The former chief editor of Reformed Journal Magazine and vice- 
president and editor-in-chief of Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan,US, was interim WCC publications editor in 1980-81. He succeeds Bruce 
Best, who has returned to journalism in Australia. 


Michael Dominguez began in October as WCC visual arts coordinator. Before 
that he worked for 13 years at the Indianapolis, Indiana, US, headquarters 

of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), first as printing services 
manager, then as director of the art and design center. His post is included 
in a three-part restructuring of the WCC film and visual arts office 

after the death earlier this year of its long-time head, John Taylor. 


Carlos Sintado, WCC secretary for renewal centers and movements is now also 
acting director of the WCC youth sub-unit, following the departure of Peter 
Moss as youth director. Sintado's former colleague in the sub-unit on renewal 
and congregational life, David Tatchell, resigned as its director effective 

at the end of August. 


In the WCC Program to Combat Racism, Program Secretary Prexy Nesbitt left in 
October. In the Commission on the Churches’ Participation in Development, 
Director Julio de Santa Ana left at the end of December. He begins work with 

the Ecumenical Centre for Evangelization and Popular Education, Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
early in 1983. The new CCPD development education secretary is Coen Boerma. 

He is a former teacher of ethics and anthropology, interchurch development 
information secretary, church broadcaster, and Dutch Reformed (GKN) parish 
minister. 


EPS 


LUTHERAN AGREEMENT Ecumenical Press 
ON BISHOPS REPORTED Service 82.12.56 


GENEVA (EPS) - A score of Lutheran bishops and other church leaders spent half 


a week [29 November-2 December] here working out a Lutheran understanding of 
bishops. F 


In the end, they reached what an announcement describes as "far-reaching 
agreement."' Their report, which includes some consideration of issues on 
which various Christian traditions have differed - "apostolic succession" and 
the "historic episcopate", for example - is to be released early next year. 


Among other things, the announcement says, workshop participants agreed that 
diversity of structures and titles for the "office of pastoral leadership and 
spiritual supervision" in Lutheranism is legitimate and does not threaten 
Lutheran unity. That office is taken as a particular expression of the church's 
one ministry of proclaiming the word and administering the sacraments. Bishops' 
responsibility for church unity is underlined. 


two recent statements - "Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry" (sent for reaction 
and reception to the world's churches by the World Council of Churches earlier 
this year) and "The Ministry in the Church" (a product of the official inter- 
national Roman Catholic-Lutheran theological dialogue) - figured in the work- 
shop's deliberations. The announcement said participants "underlined that in 
the light of developments within the churches and in the ecumenical dialogue, 
modifications and changes in the structures of the episcopal office in Lutheran 
churches should be considered." Details of the recommendation are not available 
until the report is made public. 


The workshop, sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation, included four 

ecumenical guests - Roman Catholic (Wiirzburg, FRG, Bishop Paul-Werner Scheele), 
Eastern Orthodox (Metropolitan Emilianos, Geneva representative of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate), Anglican (Chichester, England, Bishop Eric Kemp), 

and Reformed (Taizé theologian Max Thurian). In their presentations, the 

ecumenical guests focused on such questions as whether or not bishops are "essential" 
in the church, ways in which the church maintains unity and continuity, the 
sacramental nature of ordination, and collegiality. 


EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in brief from Church and Secular Sources. EPS 82.12.57-58 


82.12.57:Armentan-court 


New York-based Religious News Service reports that the suspended chancellor of 
the Armenian [Oriental Orthocox] Patriarchate in Jerusalem, Archbishop Shahe 
Ajamian, has sued Armenian Patriarch Veshighi Derderian. Ajamian was suspended 
from his job earlier this year. No reason was given publicly. Ajamian says the 
patriarch has libeled him in paid advertisements in Jordanian media describing 
him as a "collaborator" with Israel. | 


82.12.58: CEC-Trintty 

The Holy Trinity is a model of communion in which unity is reconciled with 
diversity. That is among the points made in a report on a consultation last 
month [22-26 November] on "The Reconciling Power of the Trinity in the Life 

of the Church and the World." Sponsered by the Conference of European Churches, 
the consultation, in Goslar, FRG, broughttogether about 50 representatives from 
CEC denominations is 20 countries, plus official representation from Europe's 
Roman Catholic bishops. The CEC report of the consultation Says it stressed 
that "through responsibility, based on spirituality, the Trinity becomes the 


dynamic support of ecumenical activity in the service of reconciliation, unity 
and peace." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.12.59-64 
62.12.59: Guatemala-Evangeltcal 


An estimated 150,000 Evangelicals reportedly gathered this month [5 December] 
in Guatemala to hear the country's leader, Efrain Rios Montt. He has. 
strongly identified himself with such denominations. The gathering marked a 
100th anniversary of Evangelical work in the mostly Roman Catholic country. 
Rios Montt called the two Christian traditions "two Spiritual concepts which 
must strengthen the unity of the people and the country with the presence of 
God in the nation." 


82.12.60: Srt Lanka-Tamtl 

Tamils in the north of Sri Lanka have organised demonstrations and fasts on 
behalf of clergy - Roman Catholic, Methodist, Anglican - and others detained 

in connection with charges linking them with militant groups held responsible 

for killings and robberies in the north during the past decade. There is 

major support in some areas for a Separate state for the country's Tamil minority. 
(EPS 82.12.15) | 


82.12.61: WSCF-Europe 

For the first time in more than a decade, the European region of the World 
Student Christian Federation arranged a study visit. From 19-29 November, 

11 representatives of seven Western European Student Christian Movements visited 
Bulgaria and Greece, including, for the men, a visit to the male monastic 
communities on Mount Athos. 


82.12.62: WCC-pope 

The Swiss Roman Catholic bishops have announced that Pope John Paul is to 

make a pastoral visit of several days around Pentecost (10 June) 1984. Precise 
details and dates are to be worked out early next year. During his projected 
one-day in Geneva, the pope is to meet representatives of the World Council of 
Churches. A papal visit to both the church and international governmental and 
non-governmental organisations was planned for 1981, but postponed after the 
attempt to kill him. Last June, the pope addresséd the Geneva-based International 
Labor Organisation (of which the Vatican is a member). 


82.12.63: Angltcan-Lutheran 

The presiding bishops of the three US Lutheran denominations which have agreed 
with the [US Anglican] Episcopal Church to implement "interim sharing of the 
eucharist'" have endorsed guidelines for the sharing. They urge "parity" for 
both traditions in such joint services, which "will be neither...typical 
Lutheran or Episcopal." They urge accommodation to differences, without violating 
either tradition's integrity. The US Lutheran-Anglican decision has prompted 
leaders of the three Canadian counterpart denominations (Anglican Church of 
Canada, Lutheran Church in America-Canada Section, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Canada) to urge that steps be taken to approve a similar relationship in 
that country. 


82.12.64: US-women 

Bishops, national denominational staff, female pastors and seminarians from three 
Lutheran denominations met for three days in Chicago last month to consider problems 
and joys they face in their ministry. Workshops covered a variety of issues 

related to systems and structures, attitudes, lifestyles, and jobs. According 

to a report from the meeting, discussion "focussed both on the underlying sexism 
that prompts [certain] questions [raised about female minstry] and ways to help 
people deal practically and theologically with these attitudes and concerns." 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.12.65-68 


82.12.65:  Finland-refugees 


The international affairs section of the Ecumenical Council of 
Finland says in a letter to government and parliamentary leaders 
that "Finland has not yet implemented all those measures to aid 
refugees that its status as a civilized - and prosperous - Nordic 
country could warrant." The letter adds a hope that pending 
legislation will improve refugees'’ status in Finland, notably with 
regard to legal rights and social security. 


82.12.66: Ftnland-tax 


Because of changes in Finnish tax laws, the Evengelical Lutheran 
Church in Finland (SELK) is expected to collect FM 27-41 million more 
next year. Meeting last month, the SELK synod voted to recommend 
that parishes use the money to increase their own social welfare 
services for children and old people, and for international 
development cooperation. What to do with the tax windfall has 
caused considerable controversy in Finland, with some suggesting 
that anywhere from 50to 90 percent of it be returned to the state. 
The amount in question is a small portion of the FM 1.355 billion 
(1,355 million) SELK currently receives in tax revenue from members 
and corporations. 


82.12.67: Moon-support 
Last May, Sun Myung Moon, leader of the Unification Church, was 
convicted by a US jury of conspiring to evade income taxes from 
1973-75. His defense argued that the bank account and stock in 
question are church funds held in trust by Moon for church purposes 
and therefore, under US law, not taxable. Now, representatives of 
six US religious groupings - National Council of Churches, United 
Presbyterian Church, American Baptist Churches, African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Unitarian Universalist Association, National Black 
Catholic Clergy Caucus - have filed papers in support of Moon's 
position. NCC religious and civil liberty director Dean Kelley 

said the court's reasoning "might equally apply to other religious 
leaders." Moon is free on bail pending appeal of his sentence of 

18 months in prison and US$ 25,000 in fines. 


82.12.68: US-Lobby 

A Washington-based Church Lobby on Urban Policy has been formed, 
following a conference there. Seen as "the only way to be sure 
the poor get justice", CLUP is expected to be operational in a 
year. It hopes for offices in each of the 50 US states. Among 
speakers at the conference was [US] National Council of Churches 
Assistant General Secretary Joan Campbell. She cited church 
strengths for such efforts as including a constituency, trained 
leadership, expertise, diversity, research capacity, global 
connections, and a history of raising consciousness and educating 
for change through service and education. "Have we the willingness 
to be the people to blow the trumpets to bring down the walls that 
keep us from working effectively together?" she asked. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 82.12.69-75 


82.12.69: Poland-untons 

The Roman Catholic bishops of Poland have issued a statement 
underlining workers' trade-union rights. They reiterated calls 
for a restoration of civic rights and reconciliation between 
society and state. Martial law was declared in Poland 13 December 
1981. All the country's trade unions, including the independent 
Solidarity, were dissolved earlier this year. 


82.12.70: Tatzé-Rome 

A gathering for European young people under the auspices of the 
Taizé ecumenical community is scheduled for Rome, 28 December - 
1 January. Hosted by 200 Rome parishes, the youth are to pray 
in several large Roman churches, including at St. Peter's with 
the pope. 


82.12.71: Scotland-share 

Scottish Roman Catholics and Reformed are building their first 
shared church building. Dedication of the structure, expected 
to be ready for use by the middle of 1983, is to be attended by 
the president of the Roman Catholic bishops" conference and the 
moderator of the Church of Scotland. 


Cand be ABs ICCLCL 

Black leaders in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) have 
invited counterparts in the United Church of Christ to work together 
to end. the "deficiency" of blacks involved in union discussions 
between the two US denominations. 


82.12.73:. Finland-women 

The Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK) information service 
reports that a recent seminar on women's ordination organised by the 
SELK bishops "achieved little success in bridging the gap between 
Supporters and opponents.” SELK is the largest Lutheran denomination 
which does not ordain female presbyters (pastors). Approximately 

200 theologically trained women are SELK "lectors," whose duties | 
include some of what SELK pastors customarily do. The ordination 
issue is expected to come before the SELK Synod again next year. 

The last synod vote on the matter, in 1976, was 66-37 in favor, short 
of the three-quarters required to approve the change. Since then, 
the bishops have commissioned a major theological report analysing 
arguments in the debate. 


82.12.74: Finland-peace 

Turku Archbishop John Vikstrém, Finnish Lutheran primate, told 
participants in a peace march there that the church supports such 
efforts. He also observed that "the word "peace' has suffered 
Serious inflation. It has been«used thoughtlessly and irresponsibly 
too often.™ “Hesaid it “must not be used as an instrument in a 
power struggle in either international or domestic DOL ioe. 


82.12.75: Finland-survey 

A new survey indicates that two Finns in three say they believe in 

God, though a minority (44 percent)Wsay they believe in God as presented 
in Christian teaching. One in three Finns Say they pray several times 

a week (down from 44 percent in 1976). About nine Finns in 10 belong 

to the country's Lutheran church. In the same survey, about three 


percent of the membership indicated it would probably eventually 
resign. 
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ECUTEXT: "NGSK Confession of Faith 1982" EPS - Se cteiro 


The following ts excerpted from a confession adopted by the synod [22 September- 
6 October] of the Dutch Reformed Misston Church (NGSK) in South Africa. It ts 
one of the three "daughter churches" of the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) - 
The NGSK was established for people who are of mixed race (coloured) in the 
South Afrtean definition. The enttre confession appears tn the December issue 
of Reformed Press Service. The same NGSK synod called opposition to apartheid 
(race separation) a matter of "status confesstonis," that is, an tssue in which 
Christian truth ts at stake. 


-.-We believe in one holy, universal Christian Church, the communion of saints 
called from the entire human family. We believe 


- that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 


- that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the Church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one 
which the people of God must continually be built up to attain; 


~ that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe; that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ 
has already conquered, and that accordingly anything which threatens this 
unity may have no place in the Church and must be resisted; 


- - x > ~< 8 * - ‘ - - 
- That this unity of the people of God must be made manifest and active ina 
variety of ways.... 


- that this unity may be made manifest only in freedom and’ not under constraint, 
that the variety of spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, 
as well as the various languages and cultures, are, by virtue of the 
reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service and enrichment 
within the one visible people of God; 


~ that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of this 
Church. 


Therefore, we reject any doctrine 


~ which absolutises either natural diversity or the sinful Separation of people in 
such a way that this absolutisation hinders or breaks the visible and active 
unity of the Church, or even leads to the establishment of a separate church 
formation: 


- which professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the bond 
of peace whilst believers of the same confession are in effect alienated from 
one another for the sake of diversity and in despair of reconciliation; 


- which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this visible unity as a 
priceless gift is a sin; 


- which explicitly or implicitly maintains that descent or any other human or 
social factor should be a consideration in determining membership of the church.... 
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ECUVIEW: "Diakonia: Historical Forms & Contemporary Needs" EPS 82.12.77 


The following is excerpted from "Contemporary Understandings of Dtakonia," 

a report from a seminar on the same subject held tn Geneva last month 

[EPS 82.12.38, eae COE 4 
...Christians and churches have throughout history been engaged in diaconal service. 
Often the way this service has been understood has been influenced by the 
prevailing socio-political situation and theology. Monasteries of the Middle 
Ages, the knights templar of the Crusades performed the types of services they 
considered priorities of the day. Today, it is clear that some of these services 
were serving the existing powers of domination. 


The churches today have inherited the type of diaconal services that were 
evolved during the 19th century when Capitalist industrialism was growing in 
Europe and North America and Western imperialism was dominant in most of the 
world. Thus, the educational, health and social services of different forms 
for the "ignorant","sick" and "handicapped". 


These services were generous and valuable in themselves but are centered around 
the Church and tend to be monopolized by the Church and to be limited by a 
theology which sees Christian service as a means of Saving individual souls 

by bringing them to the Church. Furthermore, they were ancillary to domestic 
capitalism and colonialism. They did not contest the main social evils of 
these dominant socio-economic systems. 


While being conscious of and regretting the inadequacies of the past, today we 
recognize that diaconal service has to be related to the fundamental and radical 
reorientation of our societies and of the world. A careful analysis of this in 
new local and global situations and listening to the needs of today is 
indispensable for a new understanding of diaconal service. 


For the service of the churches to be relevant to the needs of today there must 
be an understanding of the longer term issues and the causes of the personal 
and social handicaps and miseries of people. These involve political factors 
and powers. Much human suffering is related to political discrimination and 
injustices such as denial of human rights, detention of political prisoners 

and disappeared persons and torture. 


Beyond the political realities lie the economic causes of the social problems. 
New forms of domination of the poor are identified, be they capitalistic or 
socialistic. 


Our society has caused irrational exploitation which has brought with it the 
exhausting of the third world and of natural resources and introduced a constant 
state of conflict in our world. We have entered into a period of crisis which 
will increase the impoverishment of the whole world.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "South Korean Contrasts" EPS: §2.12.78 


The author, Atko Carter, from Japan, parttctpated tn an tnternattonal, ecumenical 
team vtstt to South Korea tn October tn connectton wtth preparation for the 

World Counetl of Churches stxth assembly, 24 July-10 August 1983 tn Vancouver, 
British Columbta, Canada. Her observations appeared .in longer form tin Japan Christiai 
Aettvtty News, publtshed by the Nattonal Chrtsttan Counctl tn Japan. 


We attended the second of two services Wednesday night at the Young-Nak 
Presbyterian Church. When we got to the church, the parking lot was already 
filled with cars. The English material indicated that they have a membership 
of 50,000 with 19 ministers, seven Sunday worship services, and several 
educational programs. The congregation seemed to enjoy the hymn singing and 
the sermon. The main role of the church seemed to be to provide a refuge for 
troubled people. What impressed me was that there were aay well dressed young 
people who were proud to be members of the church. 


Contrasted to this was attendance at the Thursday prayer service for the political 
detainees' families and their supporters in the chapel at the Christian Center. 
The WCC team were introduced to the 130 people in that ecumenical fellowship. 
Through hymn singing and prayer all participants shared experiences and received 
mutual encouragement for life together as they carried this common burden of 
concern for oppressed people. 


The Methodist theological school and the seminaries of the two Presbyterian 
churches are all located in beautiful environs. The Presbyterian College and 
Theological Seminary is growing especially fast in facilities and student body. 
However, this church, which has the largest membership in Korea, still refuses 
to ordain women as pastors or allow them to be church elders. A Third World 
Church Leadership Center has been started by this denomination. 


By way of contrast we visited the Ecumenical Institute for Mission Education 
which was initiated in 1975 by the approval of the 60th General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea. This institute was started 
by professors discharged for political reasons in order to allow students 
expelled, also for political reasons, to continue their theological studies. 


The two-year, four-semester program was organized to include Roman Catholics. 
More than 100 people were crowded into the evening programs. Eighty percent of 
the students have experienced confinement in prison. Twenty of the graduates 
have passed the PCRK pastors examination. This institute also provides 
graduate courses in ecumenical mission as well as lay training courses. 


Part of the funds for building the new Yong Dong Po Urban Industrial Mission 
Centre were provided by the Young-Nak Presbyterian Church. But when the UIM 
became a target of government criticism because of its support of the human 
rights struggle of the Woon Poon Labor Union workers against the company's 
inhumane treatment, support from the church declined. 


In October families of political detainees started a hunger strike in the Human 
Rights Committee Room of the Christian Center, protesting to the Minister of 
Justice about the death of Park Kwan Hyun. They demanded a thorough investigation, 
calling into serious question the misinformation reported in the newspapers. 


From the hotel room we could see small, old houses in the ravines between tall 
buildings being torn down for removal. About 60 women workers of the Woon Poon 
Textile Company were sleeping in the basement of the Yong Dong Po UIM, 
struggling to maintain a democratic union. 
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ETHIOPIA: 

2888: Bethlehem Training Center, Addis Ababa: This women's cooperative produces 
carpets based on traditional design. 2889: Sitel-Sherif refuge, outside Jijiga. 
2890: An ackle (traditional shelter) at Lefe-Issa refugee center in the Ogaden 


region. 2891 Farmers from the El Ahmar refuge harvest their first crop 
(Ogaden region). 


SOMALTA 


2884: Part of the medical staff 
at Bo'o refugee camp 


2885: Women collecting wood and 
water at Bo'o refugee camp 


2886: Study of the Koran in a 
refugee camp 


2887: Supplementary rations at 
Qoryoley refugee camp 


Photos on both sides: Margaret 
Murray, Christian Aid, 
London 
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Pee aL ae Ee ! ECUVIEW: "South African Government and Dutch Reformed Church" 


The EPS INDEX for July-December 1982 
begins tn thts tssue. The second 


part appears tn EPS 49/45. 
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ECUVIEW: "The South African Government and the Dutch Reformed Church" EPS 82.12.79 


The followtng appeared tn longer form tn Ecunews, news service of the South 
African Counetl of Churches. By South African journalist J.H.P. Serfontetin, 
it first appeared in the Cape Times newspaper. It has been edited sltghtly. 


The Government has embarked on a subtle carefully worked out campaign to 
incorporate the influential powerful white Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) 
into its "total strategy" to counter the so-called "total onslaught" against 
South Africa. é 


That is the real significance of the "confidential" meeting held behind closed 
doors on the opening day of the general synod of the NGK in Pretoria addressed 
by two key government officials involved in the defence and security apparatus. 
They were Neil Barnard, the head of the National Intelligence Service (NIS) 

and the chaplain general of the defence force, Koos van Zyl, who is also a 
minister of the NGK. 


They spoke about the "onslaught" against South Africa and NGK. 


At this "brotherly discussion" the synod was in effect presented with a blueprint 
of the strategy the government wishes the NGK to follow at a time when the 
Government and the NGK are both facing growing international and domestic 
isolation. 


This "blueprint" was specifically spelled out by the conservative van Zyl. To 

the astonishment of the hardline conservatives, his message to the synod was 
clear: the NGK should counter the onslaught and its growing isolation by extending 
its contact with other churches - internally and internationally. 


Hardline thinking that the NGK should retreat into isolation was rejected. The NGK 
should embark on a more flexible, moderate approach, which should also involve a 
more reasonable approach on racial matters. 


This advice was obviously given to bring the NGK more in line with the government's 
more moderate outward moving reformist policy and strategy. 


This advice included the retention of its membership of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches - which had recently at Ottawa declared apartheid a heresy 
and had suspended the membership of the NGK - and of becoming a member of the 
South African Council of Churches.... 


These secret proposals and blueprint are bound to spark off a new political 
conflict inside the church between more moderate conservative supporters of 
the National Party Government and the ultra conservatives.... 
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S25 12250) -World Council staff changes 
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WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 


STAFF CHANGES Service 82.12.80 
GENEVA (EPS) - Among 1983 staff changes at the World Council of Churches 
are: 


From 1 January, the director of the WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service is Nicholas Joseph Maro, Since 1978 Tanzania's 
ambassador to the FRG. He is also accredited as his country's representative 
to Switzerland, Austria, Romania, and the Vatican. Before entering 
diplomatic service, Maro held government posts in the ministries of works, 
and regional administration and rural development. From 1965-70 he was 
general secretary of the Christian Council of Tanzania. He succeeds 

Jean Fischer, who now heads the office of Swiss Inter-Church Aid in 
French-speaking Switzerland. 


Also from 1 January, the director of the WCC Commission on the Churches' 
Participation in Development is Jacques Blanc. He came to the WCC in 

1981 as consultant for Roman Catholic relationships. Before that, from 
1962, he held several church-related posts in Algeria, mostly with the 
Christian Committee for Service in Algeria, which he directed from 1966-74. 
He succeeds Julio de Santa Ana (EPS 82.12.55). 


From 1 February, program secretary in the WCC Program to Combat Racism is 
Robert W.F. van Drimmelen. From 1975 he has been a staff member of the 
Ecumenical Study and Action Centre on Investments, in the Netherlands. 

An economist by training, he succeeds Prexy Nesbitt (EPS G2. ize ool 


From 1 March, the director of the WCC Program on Theological Education 

is Samuel Amirtham, who came to the WCC in 1980 as PTE assistant director. 
From 1969-78 he was principal of Tamilnadu Theological Seminary, Madurai, 
India , and then organised its rural theological institute, and planned 
its post-graduate department. He has also taught at United Theological 
College, Bangalore, India, and Garrett Theological Seminary, Evanston, 
Illinois, US, and served as a parish pastor in the (United) Church of 
South India. He succeeds Aharon Sapsezian, who becomes a parish pastor 

in the National Protestant Church of Geneva. 


From 1 June, one of the two WCC secretaries for Urban Rural Mission is 
Kenith Andrew David. Since 1981, he has been provincial secretary of 
the (Anglican) Church of the Province of Central Africa (Botswana, 
Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe), and chairman of the finance committee of 
the Botswana Christian Council. He has also been a parish priest in 
South Africa and England: From the end of 1972 till mid-1981, he was 

a staff member of Christian Aid (a division of the British Council of 
Churches), first as theological education secretary, then as project 
officer for India and Bangladesh. He joins Sam Kobia and succeeds George 
Todd as a URM secretary. Todd is joining the staff of the Wieboldt 
Foundation, Chicago. 


EPS 
WCC PUBLICATIONS 


A Chance_to Change: Women _and Men tn the Church (no. 15 tn the Rtsk book 
sertes, by Betty Thompson): SF 8.90, US$ 4.50, USE 2.50 


Mantpulating Life: Ethtcal Issues tn Genetic Engineering: SF 5, US$2.50, UKE 1. 5a 
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Train station for blacks, Johannesburg. 
Train station for whites, Johannesburg 
Coal miners in Natal. Pushing with the head is dangerous but easier. 
Miners at a recruitment center in Lesotho hoping for a contract for 
work in South Africa. 
Private school, Bophuthatswana. 
Soweto, an area reserved for blacks. 
Preparing cooking and heating braziers at dusk, Soweto. 
Paying rent, Soweto. 
A self-help sewing group in a Soweto garage. 
Digging a garden, Kwazulu. 
Photos: WCC (Nancy Durrell-—McKenna) 
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